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NASHUA: 

OR  REN    C.    MOORE,    STATE    PRINTER, 

1873. 


X  O  T  I  G  E . 


JOINT  RESOLUTION,   passed    by  the   Legislature   of   New  Hampshire. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
convened,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  to  employ  some  suitable 
person,  and  fix  his  compensation,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  collect,  arrange,  transcribe  and  superintend 
the  publication  of  such  portions  of  the  early  State  and  Pi-ovincial  Records, 
and  other  State  Papers  of  New  Hampshire,  as  the  Governor  may  deem 
proper;  and  that  eight  hundred  copies  of  each  volume  of  the  same  be 
printed  by  the  State  Printer  and  distributed  as  follows :  namely,  one  copy  to 
each  City  and  Town  in  the  State,  one  copy  to  such  of  the  Public  Libraries  of 
this  State,  as  the  Governor  may  designate,  two  hundred  copies  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Historical  Society,  and  the  remainder  placed  in  the  custody  of 
the  State  Librarian,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  exchange  the  same  for 
similar  publications  issued  by  other  States. 

Approved  July  6,  1868. 


EDITOR'S    PREFACE. 


It  will  be  a  sufficient  recominenclation  oftlus  volume,  to  notify 
all  who  shall  have  occasion  to  examine  it,  that  it  contains  all  the 
official  records  and  documents  found  in  tlie  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  relating:  to  llie  administration  of  his  Excellency  John 
Wextworth,  Esq.,  the  last  of  the  royal  Governors  —  a  gentle- 
man of  distinguished  ability  and  culture ;  a  patron  of  liberal 
learning,  the  founder,  by  its  charter,  of  Dartmouth  College;  an 
earnest  adviser  and  promoter  of  internal  imiirovenients  ;  a  true 
friend  to  the  Province,  as  well  as  loyal  to  his  Majesty  who  gave 
him  his  Commission.  The  volume  also  covers  the  exciting 
and  eventful  period  immediately  preceding  the  Revolution,  illus- 
trating in  many  particulars  the  s])irit  ami  character  of  the  people, 
and  bv  what  careful  and  gradual  steps  they  were  led  along  to  the 
very  foremost  rank  among  the  Colonies  to  assume  government 
and  to  make  a  DECL\RATtoN  of  Ixdkpendence.  What  adds 
still  more  to  the  historic  interest  and  value  of  this  volume,  is, 
that  it  contains  many  particulars  never  before  published,  respect- 
in<T  the  Bunker  Hill  battle,  in  which  ihe  regiments  commanded 
by  Col.  John  Stark  and  Col.  James  Keed  took  a  conspicuous  part. 
The  account  herein  given  of  "Losses  in  that  battle,"  the  Editor 
is  sure  will  be  read  and  examined  with  intense  interest,  by  aU 
descendants  and  relatives  of  the  brave  and  noble  men  who  had 
the  honor  of  being  engaged  in  that  glorious  first-tight  for  Lib- 
erty. Still  more  value  is  to  be  attached  to  the  volume,  by  its 
containing  complete  returns,  in  their  original  form,  of  the 
Census  of  1775. 


IV  EDITOR  S   PREFACE. 

Willi  an  assurance  of  its  intrinsic  worth,  as  the  closing  portion 
ot  our  Provincial  history,  the  Editor  humbly  submits  this  volume 
to  the  public,  and  especially  to  his  tellow  citizens,  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Hampshire. 

P.  S.  Under  the  advice  and  direction  of  his  Excellency,  Gov- 
ernor EzEKiEL  A.  Straw,  the  editor  has  commenced  the  com- 
pilation of  Volume  V^III,  which,  it  may  be  expected,  will  contain 
a  complete  documentary  history  of  the  part  which  Xew  Hamp- 
shire took  in  the  American  Revolution. 

X.  B. 

Concord,  Dec,  1873. 
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jWame^i  of  hia  Jfajesti/s  Council  durituj  the  Athninistrafion  of 
Gov.  John  Wentioorth^frovi  ITTiT  to  1775. 

[SouK!  of  tho  pursons  here  niiincil  held  office  under  Gov.  Beniiin^'  Wcnlworth.  | 
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(,t)  It  ii)i;.s  not.  appear  from  the  records  Miat  ^^^.  Phillips  ever  sat  in  the  Council.— Ed. 
'2)  He  left  tht!  State,  ami  was  proscribed  by  the  Act  of  1778. 
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XOTE   BY   THE   EDITOK. 


The  "Ri-c-()nns  of  rox-xciL*'  which  follow,  are  in  rontiimatioii  of  said 
Records  in  Volume  VI.,  p.  (534.  It  is  matter  of  rei^ret  that  tli-ie  i^  a  chjtsm 
in  these  Records  of  about  live  years  and  a  half,  includum  a  lar-e  part  ot_tlie 
administration  of  (Governor  John  Wentworth,  /.  e.,  troni  July  :!(>.  l.b..  to 
D''C.nn!>^r  ^'^  1772.  It  is  probable  that  the  oriijinal  Records  and  Muuites  of 
r.Hui'il  in  this  period  were  forwarded  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
in  Endand,  during'  the  trial  of  the  complaint  and  ehar-es  mad.-  ;ii,Mmst  the 
(rovernor  by  Peter  Levius,  Es(i.,  in  1772.  The  Records  aLso  are  wantmi: 
after  January  U,  1774  — before  the  close  of  Governor  Wentworth  s  a.lmmiB- 
tration. 


At  a  Council  lioMen  at  Portsm'>  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 

Mon.lay,  June  25"'  17G4. 

Present 

His  Excelency  tlie  Govern^ 
Theodore  Atkinson   1  James  Nevin  | 

liiclv' Wibinl  r.  Theo-l^  Atkinson   jun^  rEs4S. 

Dan"  Warner  (  ^"^''        Nath''  Barrell  ) 

Joseph  Ne\vu\arch     J 

His  Exeellenev  ordered  the  Secretary  to  read  the  memorial  of 
Mai^  Robert  Ro^-ers  Lieut  James  Tate  &  others  settini;  tbrth  that 
thev  were  otHcers  in  his  Maj'^'^  pav  .htrini;  the  h\st  war  &  were  dis- 
band &c.  &  prayini?  that  a<rveeable  to  his  xMajestys  Prochmiations 
they  mii^ht  [be]  u'rauted  within  tliis  Government  such  tracts  ot  land 
as  in  the"s''  Procllim"  were  specified  And  then  asked  if  the  Coun- 
cil would  advise  him  to  make  such  tyrants  to  which  they  di.l  a.lvise 
as  also  to  any  other  officer?  or  soldiers  that  should  api»ly  it  withm 
the  directions  of  tlie  6''  Proclam" — 


2  PROVINCE   OF   NEW-HA3IPSHIRE.  [1765. 

At  a  Council  hoMen  at  Portsm"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 
Fryday  March  P'  1765. 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Govern' 
Theod""  Atkinson  )  T'neodore  Atkinson  Jun'' )  p, , 

RichMVihird        -  Esqr^.      N.at¥' Barrell  ^  r^^qis. 

James  Xevin         ) 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  a  letter  he  rec^  from  the 
Lords  ot'  Trade  sitrnifyinix  his  Maj'-'  pleasure  in  the  repeal  of  the 
following  sixteen  Acts  passed  tlie  Legislature  in  this  Prov""  viz  — 
An  Act'entitled  an  Act  for  making  a  partition  &  division  of  cer- 
tain lands  therein  mentioned. 

•2*^  An  Act  for  vacating  the  division  tfc  settlement  of  the  real 
estate  of  Robert  Thompson  &  ordering  a  new  division — 

o'^  An  Act  to  enable  Zacheus  Clougli  to  sell  &  convey  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  therein  mentioned  for  the  ends  therein  declared — 

4""  An  Act  to  settle  the  title  of  certain  lands  therein  men- 
tioned— 

5  An  Act  to  enable  Abigail  Hale  to  sell  a  certain  tract  of  land 
therein  mentioned — 

6  An  Act  to  jirevent  the  killinn'  wild  deer  at  unseasonable 
times — • 

7  An  Act  for  altering  the  times  appointed  by  law  for  holding 
the  several  Courts  of  Justice  &  other  matters  relative  to  the  busi- 
ness of  said  Courts  therein  mentioned — 

8  An  Act  to  impower  authorize  &  enable  Jonathan  Thompson 
of  Durham  in  the  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  yeoman  and  his 
wife  Susannah  who  is  ailministratrix  to  the  estate  of  Samuel 
Thompson  late  of  Durham  at()i-es''  yeoman  deceased  intestate  to 
make  a  deed  of  certain  lands  in  Durh;un  aforesaid  unto  Robert 
Thompson  of  Durham  ati>resaid  yeoman — 

9  An  Act  to  enable  Thomas  Millit  Es(j''  to  execute  a  Deed  of 
Conveyance  of  certain  lands  therein  referred  to  as  a  trustee  &  to 
make  such  Conveyances  good  &  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned— 

10  An  Act  to  enable  John  Giiffeth  ifc  George  Huntress  to  make 
sale  of  a  lot  of  land  and  a  small  house  thereon  situate  in  Ports- 
mouth— 

11  An  Act  for  making  partition  of  certain  lauds  therein  men- 
tioned 

I'i  An  Act  to  enable  Obediah  Tibbets  a  minor  to  make  an  ex- 
change of  lands  as  therein  set  forth. 

Ill  An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  title  to  &  preventing  disputes 
about  certain  lands  in  Durham  in  this  Province  herein  after  men- 
tioned— 

14  An  Act  to  enable  Joseph  Jackson  to  sell  certain  lands 
therein  mentioned  and  directing  how  the  money  raised  by  the  sale 
should  be  applyed 
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15  An  Act  to  authorize  Mr.  JeremLih  Fofjtj:  as  Guanlian  to 
Daniel  Fogg  his  nephew  to  sell  part  of  liis  land  for  his  siip]iort  at 
College — 

16  An  Act  to  enable  Charles  Banfit;lil  &  others  to  revive  a  suit 
at  law  with  Kich'^  WibirJ  Esq. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm"  (by  his  Exceilencyssumons)  on 
Weelnesday  April  24,  1765 — 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governour — 

Theod^  Atkinson )  ^  James  Nevin         I  ^         .      rnnnri] 

Rich^Wibird        j  ^'^  Theod^  Atkinson)^'     °^  ^   Council. 

M.  He  Wentworth 

His  Excellency  (by  the  Secretary)  desired  the  advice  of  the 
Council  whether  the  calling  of  a  new  Asscnxbly  might  be  for  his 
Majestys  service  and  at  what  time  tlie  Council  did  advise  the  cal- 
ling a  new  Assembly  &  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 
Thursday  May  -23^  1765 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Govern' 

Theodore  Atkinson)  Theod' Atkinson  jun' )    .-,     „ 

Daniel  Warner  ^  Esqrs      Nath"  Barrell  >"    ^'^'^ 

James  Nevin  ) 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  his  Majestys  Mandamus 
appointing  Peler  Levins  E>([  one  of  the  Council  for  this  Province 
agreeable  to  which  he  was  admitted  took  the  oaths  appointed  in- 
stead of  the  oaths  of  allegiance  &  supremacy  &  oath  of  a  Coun- 
cillor and  took  his  jtlace  -At  the  Board  accordingly. 


At  a  Council  hohJen  at  Portsm"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  the 
1"  day  of  June  1765 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Govern'' 
Theodore  Atkinson  )  Theodore  Atkinson  jun''  }  Esq"  of  y*" 

Daniel  Warner  v  Esq"       Nath"  Barrell  >"  Council 

James  Nevin  ) 

Capt.  Bell  Commander  of  Fort  Wm  &  Mary  at  Xew  Castle 
laid  before  the  Board  an  information  in  writing  of  Joseph  Mead 
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Commander  of  the  Briganteen  Fardinand  lately  arrived  from  Tor- 
tucja  &  St  Croix  setting  forth  that  his  crew  were  all  well  &  his 
cargo  salt  &  rum  that  the  deaths  &  bed<ling  were  not  clear  of  in- 
fection of  the  small  pox  and  it  appearing  to'  the  Board  that  some 
of  the  crew  had  had  the  small  Pox  in  their  voyage  after  the  vessell 
left  Tortuga  &  it  being  necessary  to  have  the  vessell  &"  well 
clensed  before  anv  person  is  permitted  to  come  on  shore  &" 

Therefore  OrdeVed  that  take  the  first  safe  opportunity  to  move 
his  vessell  near  the  Pest-IIouse  Island  there  to  be  surveyed  &■ 
properly  cleansed  &  not  sutler  any  person  or  any  goods  to  come 
from  s'' vessell  nor  permit  any  person  to  go  on  board  without  a 
pellicular  Permit  from  the  selectmen  of  Portsm°  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  order  the  {iroper  cleansing  &c  &  to  make  report  to  his 
Excelloncv  the  Govei-n'  of  their  doings  herein. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsni"  according  to  his  Excellencys 
sumons  on  Monday  Septemb"^  30""  1765 

Present 
His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq  Govern'' 
Theodore  Atkinson  )  Theodore  Atkinson  jun'  >    ^ 

Daniel  Warner  '■•  Esq"^       Peter  Levins  )      ''  ^ 

Nath"  Barrel!  \ 

The  Secretary  read  at  the  Board  by  his  Excellencys  order  the 
petition  of  Daniel  Foster  &  otiiers  his  associates  praying  a  grant 
of  a  tract  of  land  for  a  townshi]i  of  the  contents  of  about  six 
miles  square  bounding  on  the  northern  line  of  this  Province  at  a 
place  called  Pigwacket  etc  &  also  produced  a  ]>Ian  of  the  said 
township  as  the  same  liad  been  surveyed  by  Walter  Bryant  jun' 
Survevor.  And  then  asked  the  Council  if  tliey  advised  his  Ex- 
cellency to  issue  a  patent  agreable  to  the  said  petition  &  plan  to 
which  the  Council  did  a<lvise  and  consent. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsni"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 
Sunday  March  '23"  1766 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Govern' 
Theodore  Atkinson  >  Theodore  Atkinson  jun' >    -r-,     ,^ 

Dan"  Warner  --Esq"        Peter  Levins  '        ^-^^4' 

M''  H-  Wentwortli  ) 

The  President  by  his  Excellencys  order  read  at  the  Boanl  a  let- 
ter from  Meshech  Wear  giving  an  acco'  of  an  information  he  rec'* 
of  an  intent  of  some  ill-<lisposed   persons  inhabitants  of  Kings- 
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town  Simdown  &  parts  adjacent  liad  to  make  a  breach  in  the  goal 
&  lil)erate  the  prisoners  &  then  asked  the  Council  what  they  ad- 
vise should  be  done  in  the  premisses. 

The  Council  taking  the  ]ireinisses  under  consideration  advised 
that  a  proper  guard  should  i)e  placed  at  the  prison  that  the  guard 
be  well  armed  with  orders  to  deteutl  the  goal  &  keep  the  prison- 
ers therein  confined  safe  and  secure  &  at  all  events  not  to  sutler 
any  breach  or  tbrcible  entry  into  any  parts  of  the  s'^  Goal. 

That  to  [)reveut  the  Hrst  intended  insult  from  taking  any  eftect 
'tis  advisable  that  expresses  be  sent  to  his  Mnjestys  .Justices  in  that 
<{uarter  to  make  enquiry  into  the  premisses  &  to  apprehend  any 
auspecieil  persons  to  have  been  concerned  in  that  affair. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsni"  by  his  Excellencys  sumous  on 
^yednesday  June  "25"'  1766 — 

Present 

His  Excellency  B  WentworthEsq  Govern' 

Theodore  Atkinson )    Tf,   ,3  Theodore  Atkinson  >    -p,     „ 

Dan"  Warner  )     "    '  Peter  Levins  )      '  ^ 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Board  that  he  had  rec'^  his 
Maj'5'^  Mandamus  for  admitting  &  swearing  Jon"^  Warner  Daniel 
Rindge  Daniel  Pierce  &  George  Jaffrey  Esqrs  as  members  of  his 
Majesty's  Council  who  attended  in  the  Council  Chamber  respec- 
tively took  tlie  oaths  appointed  instead  of  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
&  supremacy  &  also  the  Councillors  oath  &  then  took  their  places 
at  the  Board  accordingly. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm°  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  July 
'2''  17G6. 

Present 

His  Excellency  B.  Wentworth  Esq  Govern'. 
Theodore  Atkinson       ]  Peter  Levins       ] 

Dan"  Warner  [    .. ,  „  '^'^i^^  Warner 

Theod'  Atkinson  Jun'   |'     "^'^  Daniel  Rin.lge 

Nath''  Barren  J  Dan"  Pierce 

George  Jatirey 

The  petition  of  Doctor  Joshua  Bracket  praying  an  allowance 
for  his  ace'  for  attending  on  John  Swinson  an  indigent  person 
lately  arrived  in  this  Province  from  North  Corrolina  &  also  for 
sundrv  bills  board  &c  read  S:  ordered  to  lav  under  consideration. 


Esqrs, 
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At  a  Council  hoMen  at  Portsm°  by  his  Excellencys  snmons  on 
Fry  day  July  the  ll'"^  17G6. 

Present 

His  Excellency  B.  Went  worth  Escj  Govern^ 

Theodore  Atkinson  )  Peter  Levins        )  g      g 

Theodore  Atkinson  Jim'"  ^- Es(|rs.  George  JatFrey    )     '^^    ' 

Nath'i  Barrel!  ) 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Board  that  he  had  received  his 
Majestys  Mandamus  appointing  Henry  Sherburne  Es*!  to  be  ad- 
mited  &  sworn  of  his  Maje^tys  Council  for  this  Province  &  ac- 
cordingly the  said  Sherburne  took  the  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken 
instead  of  the  oaths  of  alegience  &  supremacy  and  also  the  oath 
usually  taken  by  his  Majestys  Council  &  took  his  seat  at  the  Board 
accordingly. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsin"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 
Tuesdav  October  17''"  17<JG. 

Present 
His  Excellency  B.  Wentworh  Es({  Govern' 

Theodore  Atkinson         ]  Dan"  Rindge 

Dan''  Warner  Daniel  Peirce 

>P  Hunk-  Went  worth   '>  Es(is.  Henry  Sherburne 

Theod'  Atkinson  Jun'     j  George  Jaffrey 
Jon"  Warner                    J 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Board  that  he  rec''  an  ace'  of  a 
loss  sustained  by  Jon^  Moulton  Esq''  by  a  barn  he  had  burnt  at 
Hampton  Falls  &  that  its  suggested  that  some  ill  disposed  person 
was  suspected  to  set  fire  to  said  barn  &  asked  the  Council  wether 
they  would  advise  to  the  issueing  Proclamation  &  offering  there- 
in a  rewanl  to  any  |ierson  that  would  inform  the  authority  of  any 
person  concerned  tlierein  &  what  sum  they  thu'  expedient  to  be 
inserted  in  the  s"^  Proclanv"  to  which  the  Council  did  advise  &  pro- 
posed the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  Proclamation  money. 


Esqrs. 


At  a  C<nincil  holden  at  Portsm"  bv  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 
Thursday  October  19  1766. 

Present 
His  Excellency  B.  Wentworth  Esq.  Govern' 


Theodore  Atkinson 
Dan''  Warner 


Jon*  Warner      ) 
i^ciii     TT.iiJu-i  -p,  Dan"  Peirce        '-  Esqs. 

Theodore  Atkinson  Jun'   f     ^'^^'  George  Jatfrey  ) 

Peter  Luvius  J 

The  Council  took  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Doctor 
Bracket  as  entred  the  2'  July  has"  &  having  heard  what  the  peti- 
tioner had  to  oSer  to  enforce  his  petition  &  the  (juestion  being 
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put  wetlier  liis  <leinan(l  outrlit  to  be  paid  &,  it  passcl  in  tho  rR-^.i- 
tive  &  accortliiigly  tlie  petition  was  dismissed. 

Resolved  tliat  'tis  hii^lily  reasonable  tliat  y"  Govern'  &  Council 
sbonld  (wlicn  sitting  in  Gcnernl  Assembly)  have  prayer  pert'oniUMl 
each  tbrenuoji  in  order  to  wliieli  tlie  Ci)Uiiei!  made  choice  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Artluir  Browne  ns  Chaphaine  and  the  Hon''''"  .Ton' 
Warner  &  GeorLie  -lallrey  Esrjrs  wore  nominated  it  ajipointed  to 
wait  upon  Mr.  Brown  &  to  ac(|Uaint  Iiim  ot"  his  appointment  &  do 
desire  liis  attendance  »Sc  to  report  thereon  who  reported  tliat  Mr. 
Brown  would  accept  the  fav'  <X;  attend  the  duty. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm°  by  his  Excelloucys  sumons  on 

Fryday  Decemb^  5"'  1860. 

Present 

Ilis  Excellency  B.  Wentworth  Esq  Govern'' 

Daniel  Warner  )  Dan"  Rind<ie  )  t?  ^*u 

rp,        ,  V,,-  (  ^^  T.  CI      1  '  Jlsqrs  oi the 

Iheodore  Atkinson  >-  h.sqs.  Henry  bherburne  ,-    ^^        -, 

■D  4.      T       •  i  r^  T  n  i     Council. 

Feter  Levins  )  George  J  atirey       ) 

The  Secretary  by  his  Excellencys  order  laid  before  the  Board  a 
letter  he  rec'^  from  Governor  Barnard  dated  the  2''  Ins'  giving  an 
ace'  tfe  description  of  one  Joseph  Andivws  a  Portuguese  who  was 
supposed  to  be  guilty  of  murder  upon  the  high  seas  &g  togeather 
with  a  Proclam*  issued  by  Gov""  Barnard  for  ai)prehending  the  s*^ 
Andrews  Ac.  Flis  Excellency  then  asked  the  advise  of  the  Coun- 
cil what  steps  taken  would  be  most  likely  to  apprehend  the  s** 
Andrews  if  within  this  Prov"  to  which  the  Council  did  give  it  as 
their  opinion  that  issueing  a  Proclam"  would  not  be  (at  ])resent) 
so  likely  method  to  api)rehend  him  as  private  directions  to  the 
Kings  Attorney  Sheriti'  Ferrymen  &c  to  make  all  possible  but 
secret  enquiry  after  the  s''  Andrews  &  if  discovered  to  ap[irehend 
&  secure  him. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  on 
Monday  April  (5"'  1767. 

Present 
His  p]xcellency  B.  Wentwortli  Esq  Govern' 
Theodore  Atkinson        ]  Jon"  Warner 

Dan"  Warner  |  Dim''  liindge 

James  Xevin  )>  Esqs.      Daniel  Peirce 

Theod' Atkinson  jun''    |  George  Jattrey 

Peter  Levins        '  J 

His  Excellency  j>roposed  the  Council  the  Httoenth  Ins'  as  a  day 
to  be  observed  as  annual  Fast  thro  out  this  Province  »fc  a^ked 
wether  the  Council  would  advise  to  a  Proclamation  for  a  Fast  to 
be  held  on  that  day  to  which  they  did  unanimously  agree  cfe  con- 
gent. 


Esqrs  of  the 
Council. 
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At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsmouth  by  his  Excellcncys  sumons 
on  Saturday  June  tlie  13"^  1767. 

Present 
His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esq  Govern'' 
Theodore  Atkinson  1  Nath''  Barrell 

Daniel  Warner  Peter  Levins 

Mark  IIunk«  Wentworth   y  Esqrs.    -Jon*  Warner  PZsqrs  of  y° 

James  Xevin  j  Daniel  Rindge  Con"^. 

Theod' Atkinson  juQ''         J  Daniel  Peirce 

George  Jaffrey 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Board  that  Ids  Excellency  Jonx 
Wkxtwouth  Es(j''  wliutn  ins  lioyal  Master  had  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him  as  Govern"'  of  this  Province  would  arrive  in  this  town 
by  one  of  the  clock  &  tho't  proper  his  Majestys  Council  should  be 
assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  that  time  to  receive  him. 
Accordingly  his  Majestys  C<juncil  did  meet  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber &  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Escj  did  arive  escorted  by 
two  troops  of  Horse  the  tirst  regiment  of  militia  being  drawn  up 
at  the  end  <tt  the  end  of  the  Town  House  his  Excellency  there  pro- 
duced his  Majestys  Royal  Commission  under  tlie  Great  Seal  ap- 
jiointing  him  Cap'  General  li;  Governor  over  this  his  Majestys 
Province  which  was  pul)lickly  reail  in  the  au' lit  nee  of  a  vast  con- 
course of  his  Majestys  subjects  exclusive  of  tlie  nulitia  both  Horse 
&  Foot  as  was  also  his  Excellcncys  Connnission  apj)ointing  him 
Vice  Admiral  of  this  Province.  Then  His  Excellency  &  his 
Majestys  Council  then  took  the  usual  oaths  in  the  accustomed 
method. 

iris  Excellency  then  issued  a  Proclamation,  inqjowering  & 
directing  all  otficers  civil  and  military  to  exercise  the  iluty  of 
tlieir  respective  otlices  til  further  order.  Then  the  cannou  at 
Castle  Wm  &i  Mary  were  «lischai-ged  as  also  the  battery  raised  in 
this  town  for  that  end,  tlu'ce  voUies  of  small  arms  wei'e  tired  by 
the  militia  ifc  three  huzzas  given  by  the  multitude.  His  Excel- 
lency &  the  Council  the  Magistrates  &  a  great  number  of  gentle- 
men then  retired  from  the  Council  Chamber  &,  dined  publickly 
where  &c. 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm"  bv  his  Kxcellencys  sumons  on 
Thui-sday  July  30"'  1707. 

Present 
His  Excellency  John  Wkxtworth  Esq  Govern^ 
Theodore  Atkinson        ] 

Daniel  AVarner  j  ,Fon"  Wai'iier*      ) 

M.  H.  Wentworth  (  j,^    .^  Daniel  Rindge     (   Es([rs  of  y" 

James  Neviti  \     ^'l""*         Daidel  Peirce  Council.' 

Theodore  Atkinson  )■■    )  George  J alhey 

Peter  Levins  j 

His  Excellency  ac'iuuinted  the  Bo  ird  that  he  had  been  solicited 
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by  a  Tiunibcr  o{  the  <;raiiteos  of  n.  trnot  of  laiiil  ..ranlod  by  tliis 
GoveniiuenL  which  was  bouudod  on  the  <Uvi(iing  Tine  belueen 
this  Province  niul  the  Province  of  the  Mass.isliusetts  Bay  above 
the  head  of  Sahnon  Fails  River  t<>  attord  tiu'iu  his  assistance  &, 
directions  in  a  controversy  or  "lisimte  between  tliein  &  a  nundier 
of  persons  w!io  pretend  &  set  np  a  claim  to  some  parts  of  the 
said  land  under  a  recent  title  <lerived  to  them  from  the  Masscim'* 
Governm'  which  dispute  tliey  apprehended  miu-lit  end  without 
even  a  tedious  &  expensive  lawsuit  if  his  Excellency  would  Ije 
pleased  to  interpose  in  the  alfair  &  tliey  might  in  that  case 
cliearfully  ))rocced  in  clearing  &  cultivating  their  land  &c. 

His  Kxcellencv  then  :',sked  the  Council  what  steps  thev  would 
advise  him  to  take  in  &  about  the  ]>remisses. 

In  which  the  Council  did  advise  that  his  Excellency  write  to 
the  tiovernour  of  the  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  &  that  the 
matter  in  dispute  might  be  in  a  proper  light  transmitted  to  Gov- 
ern' Bernard  they  gave  it  also  as  their  oppinion  that  a  Com'"''  of 
Council  should  be  ap]iointed  &  directed  to  furnish  his  Excellency 
with  such  facts  &  transactions  as  might  answer  that  purpose, 
which  his  t^xcellency  approved  oi  &  accordincj  Theodore  Atkin- 
son Peter  Levins  Dan"  Peirce  &  George  Jatirey  Es((s  were  ap- 
pointed a  Com'"''  for  that  service  &  to  rejiort  to  his  Excellency 
accordingly  as  soon  as  may  be. 


XOTE   BV   TUE   EDITOli. 


Here  occurs  the  first  rhanin  hi  the  RHCords  of  the  CouacU.  About  this 
time,  and  extending  tlu'ou;iii  a  period  of  two  years  (m-  more,  the  trial  was 
j;oini,'on  of  eharu'es  made  a!j;aiust  Gov.  Wentwortli  by  Peter  Levius,  Esq.  See 
Jounvd  of  tli('  lIoHs:c,  and  papars  and  documents  relatini^  thereto,  afti;r  date 
of  January,  1774. 

At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsm"  by  his  Excell'^"  summons  on 
Tuesday  22'^  Decem'  1772. 

Present 
His  Exc-^  John  Wentworth  Esq  GoV  &c. 

Theodore  Atkinson  ]  Dan'  Peiice       ^ 

Daniel  \7arner  (    ^  George  Jatfrev  ■•   Esqrs. 

D'  Rindge  j'  -^^^1'^'  Dan'  Rogers      ) 

Jon*  Warner  J 

His  Exc>  intonuM  the  Boar.l  that  John  Cocliran  E.sq  Com'  of 
the  F'ort,  had  exhiliited  his  ace' of  the  am"  of  Light  Money  rec"' 
and  of  ex])ences  incurrM  by  the  Light  House,  whereby  it  appears 
that  the  collection  of  Light  M"  by  the  present  Act,  is  insuthcient 
to  su{)port  the  Light,  and  tiiat  the  same  is  now  considerably  in 
arrears  to  Cap'  Cochran,  and   asked,  wiietlier  the   t/ie  Council   w'* 
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advise  to  driiw'  a  W:irr'  on  the  Treasni-y  tor  Twenty  Pounds  L. 
M.  that  tlie  Li^ht  niiijht  not  tail,  before  the  nieetintj:  of  the  Gen' 
Assembly  who  w''  ex"  the  s''  ace'  and  pass  such  further  order 
resjiect-  the  s*^  Light  as  may  be  sufficient  to  sup}>ort  the  same. 
Advised  to. 

His  Excell"  laid  before  the  Boanl  the  petition  of  S'  Livermore 
Esq.  setting  torth.  that  he  purchased  the  original  right  of  Murry 
Hambleton  in  New  Holderness  from  the  heir  of  s''  Hambleton, 
and  that  the  same  has  been  totally  neglected  hitherto  and  no  im- 
provem'  made  thereon  —  and  praying  a  contirm''  of  tlie  same  also 
that  the  original  right  of  S'  Wentworth  Esq,  of  Boston  is  equally 
deticient  in  point  of  settlement  and  praying  the  s'  Right  may  be 
granted  to  such  person  as  will  elfectually  futill  the  conditions 
of  the  Charter  and  j)aying  the  taxes  due  thereon. 

Suspended  for  consid"  untill  the  9'"  day  of  Jan-''  next. 

His  Exc''  acquainted  the  Board  that  Francis  Smith  of  Plain- 
Held,  was  reconuuemled  to  liiiu  as  a  Magistrate  from  s''  town,  and 
asked  if  the  Council  wo''  advise  to  his  appointm'. 

Advised  to. 

His  Exc-'  also  acquainted  the  Board  that  the  Just'  of  the  Sup^ 
Court  had  recom''  to  him  Zach"  Cutler  for  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
tor  the  Town  of  .Vmherst  and  ask^  if  the  Council  w**  advise  to  his 
being  appointed  to  said  office  —  Advised  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  by  his  Excellency's  summon? 
Monday  Jan^  11 :  1773 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 


Theod''  Atkinson 
Dan'  Warner 


Daniel  Peirce    ) 
■p  ,  Geortje  Jaffrev  -  Esqrs 

Jon»  Warner  f   -^^"i^"^  Dau'^Rogers   '  ) 

Daniel  Kimlge  J 

The  Memorial  of  James  Grant  pravinir  for  -0('0  acres  of  land 
as  a  consideration  tor  the  tatigue  he  underwent  in  surveying  Con- 
m-cticnr  River  etc.  was  read  at  the  Board  &  ordered  to  lay." 

His  Excellency  recommendeil  Mr.  Thomas  Martin  ofPortsm" 
in  this  County  for  a  Justice  of  {he  Peace  for  said  countv.  Advised 
to. 

Also  Mr.  Isaac  BaMwin  of  Hillsboro'  in  the  county  of  Hillsbor- 
ough for  a  Justice  ot  tlie  Peace  tor  said  County.     Advised  to. 

Also  tlie  petition  of  Col°  Gilman  for  several  islands  in  Connec- 
ticut River  (['  about  :>il  acres,     Consider'd  &  advised  to. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Poilsin"  by  his  Excellencys  sumons  Mon- 
day Feb^  1''  1778 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Daniel  Warner )  Dan  Peirce       ) 

Jou^  Warner       -  Esq^«  Dan'  Pto^ers     :-  Esq'" 

Dan"  Rindge      )  Peter  Giltnan  ) 

A  motion  was  made  by  S.  Livermore  Esq  jiraying  that  t'urtlier 
time  be  allowed  for  a  hearing  on  a  Petition  preterr''  by  him  Sc  one 
David  Hobart  enf'  '28"'  Nov''  last  relative  to  a  new  survey  of  Ply- 
mouth &  the  Council  advised  his  Excellency  to  nost]ione  the  said 
hearing  U)  Tuesday  the  lio*^  of  March  next  &  that  in  the  meantime 
the  Clerks  of  the  Proprietors  of  Cockernujuth  Cardigan  Canapton 
&  Rumnev  or  the  Selectmen  of  said  towns  where  anv  are  chosen 
be  at  the  cost  of  the  Pet"  served  respectively  with  a  copy  of  this 
petition  &  vote  thereon  that  th.ey  may  ap()ear  &  shew  cause  why 
the  prayer  thereof  may  not  be  granted. 

His  Excell-'  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  a  A[emorial  of 
Eleazer  Wheelock  praying  that  a  Gore  of  land  which  he  supposes 
is  unijranted  between  the  towns  of  Lebanon  and  Hanover  niav  be 
granted  for  the  use  of  Dartmouth  College. 

Ordered  to  lay 

His  Excellency  also  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  the  peti- 
tion of  Donald  Mc Alpine  a  reduced  Sargent  who  has  served  in 
the  late  war  for  a  <j:rant  of  lands  in  this  Province  aii-reeable  to  the 
King's  Proclamation. 

Advised  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsni'^  Tuesday  Feb^>  2,  1773 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor — 
Dan'  Warner  1  D.  Peirce  ) 

Jona  Warner  -  Esq"  Dan'  Rogers     >  Esq" 

Dan'  Rindge    )  Peter  (Tihnan   ) 

His  Excellency  asked  the  advice  of  the  Council  relative  to  ap- 
pointing Mr.  Israel  Gilman  and  Cap'  Nath'  Rogers  Justices  of  the 
Peace  lor  the  C(nuity  of  Rockingham.     Advised  to. 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  the  petition  of  Jon"  Free- 
man Agent  for  the  Proprietors  of  the  town  of  Hanover  setting 
forth  that  by  the  original  survey  of  Hanover  the  boundaries  on 
Connecticut  River  were  about  --()  rod  further  distant  from  each 
other  than  the  length  of  lines  as  mentioned  in  said  Charter  &  tlie 
Proprietors  being  ignorant  of  the  same  run  each  of  said  Hues  from 
the  River  Connecticut  So.  64  E.  agreeal)le  to  the  cources  given  in 
said  Charter  ct  liave  lotted  out  &  settletl  on  saitl  lands  to  eaeli 
line  and  have  given  considerable  tracts  adjoining  to  e^ch  of  said 
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lines  for  the  use  of  Dartiuouth  College  &  being  now  convinced 
th:it  said  lines  contain  alt'  2700  acres  more  than  the  Contents  of 
said  Charter  which  if  taken  from  the  saiil  town  of  Hanover  will 
throw  said  Town  into  confusion  by  breaking  up  settlers  etc  & 
therefore  i>rnving  for  a  grant  of  the  lands  contained  in  the  above 
lines  &  not  Lrranteil  on  tlie  former  Charter.  The  Council  did  there- 
upon advi>e  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Propriety  of  Lime  or  the  Se- 
lectmen if  anv  there  be  be  sei-ved  with  a  copy  of  the  petition  & 
order  of  Council  thereon  at  the  cost  of  the  petitioner  that  they 
may  be  lieard  thereon  on  Tuesday  the  llo'  of  March  next  to  show 
cause  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  may  not  be  granted. 

Ilis  Excellencv  ordered  to  be  read  at  th.e  Board  the  Petition  of 
Sam'  Hale  Ks([.  for  an  atlditional  Grant  of  lands  in  this  Province. 
Ordered  to  lay. 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  rea'l  the  Petition  of  Stejdien  Lit- 
tle Phy>iciaii  for  taking  care  of  one  Webb  an  indigent  person 
in  his  sicknt^ss  ani'  to  £6:  12:  8  ordered  to  lav. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsm"  Thursday  Feb'-^'  4  1773 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Jon' Waj-ner    )    -,      _  Dan' Rogers  ) 

Dan' Kindge    )     '^'i'^  Peter  Gilman  -  Esqrs 


Tho^  W"  Waldron  ) 


The  Petition  of  David  Page  for  a  Grant  of  land  for  the  reasons 
mentioned  in  s'*  Petition  was  re;id  at  the  l^^ard. 

His  Excellency  nientioned  a  Petition  of  ^L'.  Moody  «&  59  others 
(some  of  the  most  res])ectable  inha'.iitants  of  the  Government  who 
had  had  none  of  the  Kings  lands)  for  a  titwnship  of  6  miles 
s<|uare.     Ailviseil  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsm^  Saturday  Feb''^'  G'"  1773. 

Pivsent 
His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
Theod'  Atkinson    |  Daniel  Peirce  ] 

Dan'  Warner  !    ,,  Dan'  Rogers  I    ^ 

Jon"  Warner  '  ^^''1"-  Peter  Gilman  f  ^'^'l'- 

Dan'  Hindge  J  Th.v  W.  Waldron    J 

His  Excellency  oi-dored  to  be  read  at  the  Board  a  Petition  of 
John  Merr'll  for  leave  to  keep  a  Ferry  across  ^lerrimack  River  to 
exten<l  tw<j  miles  up  &  down  said  Rivei'  beginning  one  mile  and  a 
fpiarter  from  the  iosver  end  of  tiie  Town  of  Concord  tfec  Advised 
to  —  the  said  Ferry  to  contain  two  miles  only  as  the  river  runs 
including  the  bounds  specitied  in  the  Petition. 
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His  Excellency  proposed  to  the  Board  tlie  desire  of  B.  Bellows 
Esq  of  Walpole  to  have  the  liberty  of  keepini,'  a  Ferry  across 
Connecticut  River  from  Walpole  to  Westminster  The  Council 
advised  that  the  same  l^e  L^'raiited  to  contain  a  mile  as  the  river 
runs. 


At  a  Council   held    at   Purtsm"  liv  liis  Excellencys  summons 
Tuesday  March  2''  1773 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  G<ivernor 


Theod^'^  Atkinson  ~| 

u  George  JattVev  )  t? 

T      1  w^  )■  Escirs  7^     iS,  *    •  t'-isqrs 

Jon'  Warner  ^  iJair  l\o<fers      )        ' 


Dan'  Warner 


Dan'  Rindge  j 

The  Petition  of  Dr  Stephen  Little  for  allowance  of  his  ace'  for 
the  care  of  one  Webb  an  indicjent  strano-er  wiio  was  taken  sick  in 
Pc^-tsm"  was  read  at  the  Board.  The  Council  did  advise  tliat  the 
said  ace'  am'''  to  £6:  12:  8  be  i)aid  out  of  the  Treasurv  ai^reable  to 
the  Province  Law. 

His  Excellency  informeil  the  Board  <)f  the  misbehavior  of  Rich- 
ard Jennes  o'  of  Rye  Esq''  relative  to  forcing  sundry  Deeds  &c 
and  asked  the  ailvice  of  the  Council  relative  to  suspending  or  dis- 
missing the  said  Jenness  from  his  office  of  Justice  of  tiic  Peace. 
The  Council  did  advise  tliat  the  said  Riclianl  .Tenners  the  third 
be  dismissed  from  his  said  office. 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  rea<l  at  the  Board  tlie  petition  of 
Seth  Wells  for  himself  and  29  associates  for  a  ti-act  of  land  which 
they  therein  represent  to  be  so  mountainous  l»roken  &  ordinary 
that  no  persons  liitherto  w<nild  npply  for  the  s;ime  situate  on  Con- 
necticut river  between  the  township  of  Woodbury  (as  surveyed 
&  marked  by  Mr.  Whiting  &  now  on  tile  in  the  Surveyor  Gener- 
als Office)  and  Cockbuiu  not  exceeding  four  miles  &  extending 
easterly  six  miles  only  to  or  toward  the  Corner  of  said  Woodbury 
thence  by  a  strait  &  direct  line  to  Cockburn  thence  by  the  line  of 
Cockbuvn  to  the  rivei-  being  abmit  acres  more  or  less  as  con- 
tained within  the  fore-mentioned  Boiuidaries.     Advised  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  bv  his  Excellencys  summons 
Fryday  March  19,  177.3. 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Governor 

Theod'-^  Atkinson    ] 

Dan'  Warner  ^  t^  '     Georire  .Jaffrey   )   v^,,^„ 

.Ton  Warner  \  ^^V^'  Dan'Rogers       )   ^''^''- 

Daniel  Rindge        J 
His  Excellency  proposed  Thursday  the  Ir)'"  day  of  Apnl  ncvt 
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as  a  (\ay  of  public  tasting  &  prayer  throughout  tliis  Province  to 
which  the  Council  did  advise. 

Ilis  Excellency  pro])osed  Ichabod  Rollins  as  a  Justice  of  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Stratford  to  which  the  Council  did  advise, 
j.'  Also  Zaccheus  Clough  as  a  Justice  for  the  same  County.     Ad- 
vised to. 

A  Petition  of  John  Gihnan  late  a  Major  in  the  Provincial  Ser- 
vice for  a  grant  of  some  of  his  Majestys  wild  Lands  having  been 
27  y(ars  in  the  Militia  Sc  sutfered  much  in  the  service  at  the  siege 
of  Fort  Wm  Henry, 

The  Council  advised  to  2000  acres. 


At   a  Council   held  at  Portsni"  by  his  Excellencys  summons 
Tuesday  23-^  :March  1773. 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 

Theod''  \tkinson 
D.XTi  ^\'  iiucr 
Jon"  W    ruer 


Dan'  Riudge 


George  Jaffrey  ^ 

I   -p.  Dan'  Rogers      v 

^    '  Peter  Gilman    ) 


His  Excellency  )>roi)osed  Sir  Peter  Green  ns  a  ,Ju;  tice  of  Peace 
for  tlie  County  t^f  Rdckingham.     Advised  to. 

A  he.'irinn'  was  this  day  had  on  the  l*etition  preferred  by  Sam' 
Livermore  Esq  &  David  Ilobart  enterM  28"'  Xov  last  The  Coun- 
cil did  thereupon  unanmiously  advise  that  the  said  Petition  be 
dismissed. 


At  a  Council  lield  at  Portsmouth  bv  his  Excellencvs  sunnnons 
Tuesday  Apiil  1.7"  177.3. 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Theod'*  Atkinson  ">  Dan'  Rindge 

Dan'  Warner  ^  Esqrs.  Dan'  Peirce 

Jon"  Warner  )  George  Jat!rey      ) 

Dan'  Rogers  )" 

His  Excellency  ]iroposed  to  the  Board  to  grant  to  Timothy 
Nash  &  Benj"  Sawyer  2000  acres  of  land  in  consequence  of  their 
Petition  enf'  sometime  ago.  The  Council  did  advise  to  the  same 
pro\  ided  the  .>ai<l  2<)tt0  acres  do  not  intertere  with  any  other  arrant. 

The  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Rogers  of  Orford  for  a*  Township  of 
land  near  Fmbagog  Lake  was  read  at  the  B(\ard  The  Council  did 
advise  that  the  same  be  granted  not  to  interfere  with  any  other 
jrrant. 

The  Petition  of  Josiali  Moody  for  liimself  and  associates  pray- 
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ing  that  they  may  luok  out  :i  To\vn-!4hi|)  in  this  i'njvince  and  that 
they  may  have  a  grant  of  the  same  on  the  usual  conditions  &,  res- 
ervations.    Advised  not  to  interfere  with  anv  other  <xrant, 

A  petition  of  James  Karr  of  Gotfestown"  tor  allowance  of  his 
ace"  &  the  Physicians  bill  am«  to  £i>:  H:  3  for  the  care  of  one 
James  M''Mahoii  an  indigent  person  accidentally  taken  sick  at  his 
house  was  read  at  the  Bi>ard  referd  to  the  IIou'''^' J  Warner  G  Jaf- 
frey  &  D  Rogers  Es(^ "  who  arc  to  make  eiKpiiry  &  report  as  soon 
as  is  convenient. 

His  Excellency  proposed  Jethro  Sanborn  of  Saiidown  and 
Senter  of  Moultonborough  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Coun- 
ties in  which  they  live.     To  which  the  Council  did  advise. 

Ilis  Excellency  proposed         Kimbal  of  Heniker  as  a  Justice  of 
Peace  for  the  C'junty  of  to  which  the  Council  did  advise. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsm"  by  his  Excellencvs  summons 
Monday  May  10"^  1773. 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Theod'''  Atkinson    ^  Daniel  Peirce      ) 

Jon"  Warner  >•  Es(|rs.  George  Jatfrey    ^  Esqrs. 

Dan'  Rindge  )  Dan' "Rogers  '      ) 

Otis  Baker  John  Plummer  Asa  Porter  John  Gage  Jolm  Wc nt- 
wortli  of  Soincrworth  Jose]>li  Badger  John  Flag'^- Joseph  .Vtkin- 
son  Ebeu  Thi)miison  Samuel  Blo<lgett  Dan'  Sanl)orn  of  Sanborn- 
ton  Josej)]!  Sias  Ebenozer  Smith  of  Meredith  Moses  Little  George 
Frost  Daniel  Brainard  Israel  Morey  John  Wheatly  Joscpli  Pev- 
erly  &  \^alentine  ^lathes  Esq"  being  ajipointed  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  respective  Counties  in  which  they  resided  at  the 
time  of  their  appointment  Tlie  Council  did  ailvise  his  Excellency 
to  prevent  any  doubts  or  flithculties  that  the  names  of  the  said 
Gentlemen  be  therefore  erased  from  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
tor  the  County  of  Rockingham  &  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Sessions 
of  the  said  County  forthwith  notify  each  of  them  accordingly. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  bv  his  Excellencvs  summons 
Tuesday  May  18,  1773. 

Present 

Plis  Excellency  the  Governor 
Theod'"  Atkinson       1  Dan  Peirce 

Daniel  Warner 
Jon*  Warner 
Dan^  Rindge 
The  Com'"''  appointed  to  report  ou  Johnston's  Petition   for  a 


T3,  Georije  Jat!rey    V  Esqrs. 

Esqrs.         r.     i  o  i 

1  Dan'  Rogers        ) 
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Ferrv  made  rejiort  tliis  day  referd  for  consideration  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October  next. 

The  Petition  ot'  Wm  Sani'  Jolnison,  Agar  Tomlinson  and 
others  for  a  tract  of  his  ^lajestys  ungrante<l  and  iiucultivated 
lands  was  by  las  Excellencys  order  read  at  the  Board.  Adviseil 
to. 

Tlie  Petition  of  James  Richardson  in  belialf  of  lumself  and  as- 
sociates for  a  jVrant  of  ids  Maj'-'*  uncultivated  lands  was  rend  at 
the  Board  by  his  ExcL'lloncys  order. 

Advised  to. 

His  Excellency  order'd  to  be  read  at  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
James  Reed  Es(i  to  have  3[onatlnoc  X"  4  incorporated. 

Adviseil  to. 

Also  the  Petition  of  .James  Reed  for  a  Tov.nship  of  six  miles 
square  of  his  Majestys  ungranted  lands  in  this  Government.  Ad- 
vised to. 

Also  the  Petition  of  Ephraim  Sawyer  hy  Israel  M<^rey  £?([■■  his 
Atjeiit  for  six  Miles  sijuare  of  his  Majestys  uncultivatol  lands  in 
this  Government.     Oniered  to  lay  for  considerati<Mi. 

His  Excellency  was  plea-:e<l  to  nominate  John  llurd,  Moses 
Little,  Asa  Pt)rter  &  Be/.aleel  Woodward  E^}""'  as  .Justices  of  his 
3Iaj'-*  interior  Court  tor  tiie  County  of  (Grafton.     Arlvised  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsinouth  1)V  his  Excellencvs  summons^ 
Fryday  May  'Jvt,  1778. 

I^re-ent 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Theoil''"  Atkinson  ]  George  JatFrey  ] 

Dan'  Warner  Dan'  Rogers  '    j^ 

J..n^  Warner  •  Esqrs.  Peter  Gllman  f  ^^*1'"^' 

Dan'  liindge  |  Tho^  W^  Waldron    J 

Dan'  Peirce  J 

The  Petition  of  John  Crane  of  IJanover  l^hysician  for  leave  to 
erect  a  Hospital  in  some  remote  part  of  said  town  tor  inoculation 
for  tiie  Small  Pox  was  rea«l  at  the  Board  The  Council  did  advise 
that  the  same  be  dismissM. 

The  Petition  of  Benj^  Pomroy  Xath'  Whitaker  &  Ralph  W/ieef. 
oc  in  beh.alf  of  themselves  Sc  their  associates  for  a  tract  of  un- 
granted Lands  in  this  Province  of  six  miles  S(|uare  was  by  his  Ex- 
cellencyp  onler  rea<l  at  the  Board. 

The  Council  did  advise  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be 
grante<l  provided  it  d<jes  not  interfere  with  anv  other  'jrant. 
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At  a  CouiKil  held  ;U  Portsmouth  S;itu!.l;iy  :\I;iy  '^9"' 

Pivsent 
Mis  BxcelU'nev  the  GoveniDi- 


177:L 


ThtMur^-  Atkinson 
I):!n'  Warner 
Jon-'  Warnor 
Dan'  irLn>l!i;t' 
l>aii'  Peirce 


)■  Es.jrs. 


J 


Georrrc  Jatfrey  | 

Dan'  Ko^ers  [ 

Pc'tLM-  (Tilman  ( 

Tho'  VV  WaUlron  J 


fiiS( 


ir>. 


Mis  Excellency  jiro]tose<l  to  the  Board  to  j^rant  to  Powers  & 
his  assoei.tti'S  who  have  |n.-titiont'd  theri't'or  a  tract  of  his  ^lajea- 
ty.s  iinyrautcd  lands  in  this  (Government  sutKcient  for  a  Townshi[>. 

To  which  tlie  Council  did  advise. 

His  Excellency  proposed  to  the  Board  tliat  the  ReV'  D'  WJiecI- 
oc  he  appointed  a  Justice  of  Peace  tln-ouu-h  the  Province.  Ad- 
vised to. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  nominate  the  Hon"'*"  Tho*  W' 
Waldron  as  first  Justice  and  the  Hon''''^  John  Wentworth  Escj'  & 
Otis  Baker  &  John  Plummer  Esq''*  as  Assistants  Justices  of  tlie 
County  of  Strafford.     Advised  to. 

His  Excellency  proposed  the  same  Gt-tit"  as  Justices  of  tlie 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Strafford  as  were  resident  there  before 
the  County  was  made  active.     Advised  to. 

A  letter  from  his  Excellency  Gov''  Hutchinson  havintr  been 
read  at  the  Board  on  Thursday  last  by  his  Excellencys  or<ler  re- 
questiny:  that  one  or  two  of  the  Council  of  this  Province  migh.t 
be  prevailed  on  to  attend  the  tri'.il  of  Ansel!  Nickerson  at  Boston 
on  Wednesday  next  at  which  time  neither  ot'the  Meinl)ers  of  this 
Board  inclined  to  attend  saiil  trial  his  Excellency  was  pleased  this 
day  again  to  recommend  it  to  the  Board  that  one  or  two  of  the 
Board  would  attemi  said  Trial. 

The  Hon"'''  Tho'  W'  WaMron  having  begged  leave  to  decline 
serving  in  the  office  of  first  .Justice  of  the  Comon  Pleas  for  the 
County  of  Strafford  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  nominate  the 
H.->n''"'  John  Wentworth  as  first  Justice  and  that  Georg(>  Frost 
Otis  Baker  &  Jn''  Plummer  be  Assistant  Justices.  To  which  the 
Council  did  advise. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsinouth  by  his  Excellencys  summons 
Saturilay  June  'liS  1773. 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Theod'"'  Atkinson  ]  Daniel  Peirce    ) 

Dan'  Warner  I   -n,  Georiie  Jatfrev    -  Esqrs. 

Jon'' Warner  ^^sqrs.  Dan'^  Rogers      ) 

Daniel  Riiidge        J 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  an   Instruction 
from  his  Majesty  ])rohibiting  the  granting  any  more  lands  (unless 
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to  such  orticei-s  &  soMiors  as  are  entitled  to  it  by  virtue  of  the 
Kings  Proolauuition)  till  his  Majestys  pleasure  be  signified  there- 
on.   

At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  on  Wednesday  the  30'"  day 
of  June  ITTo  by  his  Excellencys  summons. 

Present 
His  Excellencv  the  Governor 

Theod^  Atkinson  )  Daniel  Kludge  )   -^ 

Daniel  Wainer      >-  Esq"  Daniel  Rogers  )         i 

Jon*  Warner  ) 

His  Excellency  ilirected  to  be  read  a  Petition  of  the  Selectmen 
of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  setting  forth  that  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  prevent  persons  going  rlovv-n  to  the  Pest  House  Island  to 
be  inoculated  for  the  Small  Pox  to  the  great  danger  of  the  In- 
hab'*  of  this  Town  &  Province  &  therefore  praying  the  advice  & 
assistance  of  his  Excellency  &  the  Council  thereon. 

The  Council  iiid  tlierefore  advice  his  Ex-  that  the  said  Select- 
men take  order  that  no  person  hereafter  ])resume  to  go  down  to 
the  Pest  House  Ishuid  without  licence  first  had  and  obtained  from 
the  Governor  and  Council  And  that  if  any  person  shall  disobey 
this  order  and  shall  go  down  &  receive  the  infection  there  or  else- 
where thev  shall  be  C'>nfined  42  days  after  tlielr  recovery  and  un- 
til an  order  for  their  return  be  obtained  from  the  Governor  & 
Council  and  pay  the  whole  expence  attending  such  confinenient 
beside  being  subjected  to  any  other  Penalty  the  Law  infiicts. 

The  Coiuicil  did  furtlier  atlvise  that  in  case  any  Ph.ysiciau  shall 
without  leave  from  tin.-  said  Selectuien  presume  to  go  down  to  the 
Pest  House  Island  they  shall  be  obliged  there  to  remain  at  their 
own  expence  till  an  order  f  )r  their  return  be  obtained  from  the 
Governor  and  Council  and  that  the  said  Selectmen  be  careful  to 
appoint  a  projier  Guard  to  see  these  orders  executed  &  report  their 
proceedings  to  the  Governor  and  Council  from  time  to  time  also 
that  the  said  Selectmen  immediately  make  this  order  public. 

His  Excellfucy  was  pleased  to  noiiiinate  Henry  Ilust  of  Wolfe- 
borough  Esq""  for  Judge  of  the  Probate  of  Wills  ifcc  for  the 
Count  v  of  Strartbrd  Advised  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  l»v  his  Excellencvs  summons 
on  Wednesday  July  7,  1773 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
Theod^  Atkinson  ] 
Dan'  Warner 
Jon*  Warner 
Dan'  Uindge 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  the  Petition  of 


Esq" 


George  Jaffi-ey  }  t^    ,. 
Dan'  Rogers       j"  ^^^ 
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W"  Simpson  for  leave  to  keep  a  Ferry  within  one  mile  Sc  a  halt' 
above  ami  below  the  Town  Landing  in  Ortbnl. 

The  Conncil  did  advise  his  Exc^'  thereui)un  to  i,M-ant  the  said 
Ferry  to  said  Simpson  to  extend  one  mile  above  &  one  mile 
beh^w  said  Landing  as  the  river  rims. 

His  Kxeellency  was  pleased  to  nominate  David  Ilubart  Esii'  as 
a  Justice  of  the  Conimon  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Grafton  in  the 
room  of  Moses  Little  Esti""  who  by  reason  ut'  his  olhur  business 
out  of  this  Province  had  declined  tliat  otllce. 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  B(^ard  a  letter  from  his  Exc^ 
Tho'  Hutchinson  Escf  Gov  of  the  Mass  Bay  int-losing  summons 
from  the  (4ov'  &  Council  Judge  of  A(bniralty  &  C^lh-ctor  of  the 
Customs  of  this  Port  to  attend  tlie  Tryal  i>f  Ansell  Xickerson  on 
the  28'^  of  July  current  at  Boston  ct  earnestly  recommending 
their  atten<]ance. 

Also  another  letter  from  said  Gov'  Hutcliinson  informino:  his 
Excellency  that  one  M'  Bridgham  a  Mereh'  in  Boston  had  in- 
formed him  tliat  lie  had  reced  from  this  Province  27  Counterfeit 
Milld  Dollars  through  the  liands  of  the  Post.  The  Council  did 
thereupon  advise  his  Excellency  that  the  Secretary  intl)rm  the 
Ilon'''"^  Peter  Gilman  Esq'  (a  member  of  this  Board  &  a  Justice 
through  the  Province)  of  this  Matter  and  desire  him  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  thereinto  &  recognize  any  suspected  per- 
sons tor  tlieir  appearance  at  the  next  Superior  Court. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  hy  his  Excellencys  summons 
Wednesday  Aug  4,  1773 

Piesent 

His  Excellency  the  Governor 

Theodore  Atkinson)  Dan'  Peirce    )  -p     ^s 

Jon-'  Warner  '-  Es(j'''  Dan'  Kogers  )     '  " 

Dan'  Rindge  ) 

His  Excellency  acijuainted  the  Board  uf  his  liavins'  received 
information  that  some  Persons  are  now  supposed  to  be  employed 
somewhei'e  on  Connecticut  river  in  Couuterteiting  Dollars. 

The  Council  did  thereupon  advise  his  Excellency  that  the 
Attorney  General  be  directed  to  take  every  legal  step  in  his  Power 
to  detect- the  said  offenders  &  brinu'  them  to  s|  ec'ly  Jr.stice. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  nominate  Mr  Seth  Wales  *fc  jMr 
Joseph  Holbrook  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  tor  the  County  of  Grat- 
ton.     Advised  to. 
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At  a  Council  heUl  .nt  Portsmouth  by  his  Excellencys  summoDS 
Tuesday  Aug.  17,  1773, 

Present 

IIU  Excellency  the  Governor 

Theo<l"  Atkinson 


Dan'  Warner  j^  g_.  ..  Georofe  Jatfrey  )   -c.     „ 

.Ton"  Warner  f      ""^  Dan'  Rogers       )      ^" 

Dan'  Rindge  J 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Enoch  Hale  Es(f  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Monadnoc  No. 
2  or  Middletown  that  the  same  may  be  incorporated. 

Advised  to. 

His  Excellency  proposed  to  the  Board   that Merrill  Esq'' 

late  a  Justice  of  the  Peace   for   the  County  of  Rockingham  be 
removed  from  s**  County  &  ai)pointed  a  Justice  for  the  County  of 
Grafton.     A<lvised  to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  by  his  Excellencvs  summons 
Wednesday  Nov  3'^  1773, 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Governor 

Theodore  Atkinson  1  George  Jalfrcy  )    y  ,  „ 

.Ton''  Warner  ^  Esq".  Dan'  Rogers       >'      ^^^  ' 

Daniel  Rindge  ) 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Breed  Batcheller  as  Agent  for  the  Proju-ietors  of  ^[onadnoc  N"  6 
to  have  the  same  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Parkersfield.  Or- 
dered to  lay. 

The  Petition  of  Fi-aucis  Green  setting  forth  that  he  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  iO""  Regiment  was  employed  in  the  most  fatiguing 
&  hazardous  services  in  the  late  War  &  tliereforo  jiravini;  for  a 
Grant  of  2000  Acres  of  Land  agreable  to  the  Kings  pi'oclamation. 
Advised  to  provided  the  Petitioner  is  entitleil  to  it  agreable  to  the 
proclamation  and  the  land  can  be  found. 

His  Excellency  proposed  Thursday  the  2.i'''  Curr'  as  a  dav  of 
Public  Thanksgiving  tliroughout  the  Province  —  Advised  to.  ' 

His  Excellency  was  please<l  to  nominate  M'  Jacob  Sheafe  as  a 
Ju>^tice  of  the  Peace  &  of  tlio  quorum  for  the  Countv  of  Rock- 
ingham.    Advised  to. 

Also  Major  James  Richai-dson  as  a  Justice  of  Peace  tor  the 
Countvs  of  Grafton  &  Strafford.     Advised  to. 
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At  a  Cuuucil  held  ;it  PortsmoiiUi  l.v  his  Excellencys  Summona 
Fryday  Nov  26  1773 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  (Governor. 
Theod"^"  Atkinson  )  Dan'  Ilin<lt,'e      ) 

Dan'  Warner  •-  Esq"  Geori^e  Jatlrey  ,-  Esq" 

Jon"  Warner  )  Dan'  Rogers       ) 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Board  that  the  Office  of  Judge 
of  Probate  of  Will  etc.  for  the  Cnunty  of  Rorkint;hain  bein^ 
now  vacant  bv  the  death  of  John  Went  worth  E.s(i^  he  n<nninated 
John  Shcrburu  of  Portsm"  Esq^  for  that  Office  to  which  the  Coun- 
cil did  advise. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  nominate  Col**  Sana'  Gilbert  ot 
Lime  as  a  Justice  of  Peace  — the  County  of  Gratlon.  Advised 
to. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  bv  his  Excellencys  summons 
Saturday  Dec^  U"^  1773, 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Governor 
Theod^  Atkinson  )  Daniel  Rindge  >    ^    „ 

Dan'  Warner  '^  Esq™.  George  Jatirey  ) 

Jon"  Warner  ) 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  Board  a  Petition  of 
James  Hickev  pravinsjr  that  Doctor  Little  may  have  liberty  to  go 
down  &  attend  his  son  who  has  the  Small  pox  by  moculatiou  at 
the  Pest  house.  , 

It  appearim?  to  the  Boar.l  from  the  examination  ot  George^ 
Gains  &  W'"'Lanmlon  two  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  ot 
Portsm°  also  of  Doct^  Bracket  and  D^  Little  that  certain  Persons 
are  infecte.l  with  the  Small  Pox  in  the  natural  way,  and  by  inocu- 
lation without  anv  leave  or  ])ermission  first  had  &  ol)tained  where- 
by the  safetv  of'the  People  is  imminently  endangered,  lliere- 
fore  advised 'that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Portsrnouth  be 
directed  strictly  to  execute  the  Order  of  the  Gov^  &  Council  ot 
the  :J0"'  of  June  1773. 

And  that  thev  take  effectual  OiTler  to  prevent  any  Boat  V  essel 
or  Canoe  or  anv  persons  tr.MU  them  or  either  ot  them  coming  to 
the  shore  or  Landin-  on  the  Pesthouse  Islan.l  except  only  such 
Boat  or  Persons  as  are  licensed  bv  the  Selectmen  or  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  And  that  the 
said  Selectmen  do  [.lace  a  sutticient  (-iuard  on  the  said  Island  to 
repel  any  attempt  to  .lisobev  this  Order  Also  that  no_ Person  or 
Vessel  Goods  Cloathing  or  other  thing  sujiposed  to  be  intected  or 
that  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be  on  the  said  Island  be  discharged 
removed  or  liberated  from  the  custody  of  Quarantine  in  any  man- 
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rier  or  on  any  pretence  whatsoever  until  an  Onler  be  first  had 
therefor  from  the  Governor  with  advice  of  the  CounciL 

That  tlie  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  ^-ranted  said  Hickey  tirst 
givinir  Bond  in  tlie  sum  of  one  hxmdred  pounds  prochunation 
Money  with  two  sureties  to  the  Selectmen  of  this  Town  that  he 
will  pay  the  Costs  that  may  arise  therefrom  and  that  D-  Little 
also  ii-ive  B(Mid  with  surety  in  the  like  Penalty  that  he  will  strictly 
obey"  the  order  of  the  30'-'  of  June  aforesaid  and  that  he  will  not 
directly  or  indirectly  inoculate  for  the  Small  pox  or  give  or  com- 
municate that  infection  to  any  Person  whatever  within  this  Prov- 
ince nor  attend  advise  assist  or  give  any  Medicine  or  otherwise 
aftbrd  medical  or  Chirurgical  aid  to  any  Persons  whatever  on  the 
said  Island  save  only  the  son  of  the  Petitioner  and  one  woman 
named  Anne  Morrell  now  on  the  said  Island  and  that  the  said  D' 
Little  abide  on  said  Island  without  moving  thei-efroui  from  the 
time  he  lands  thereon  until  the  further  Onlers  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  And  that  the  said  Selectmen  be  serveil  with  a  Copy 
of  this  \'ote. 

The  said  George  Gaines  i.t  Wm.  Langdon  having  acciuainted 
the  Board  that  sun(bw  ]-'ersons  broke  out  with  the  Small  pox  at 
Rye  His  Ex^  asked  the  advice  of  the  Council  whether  they  think 
it  expe<lient  to  send  for  the  Selectmen  of  said  Rye  to  make  en- 
quiry whether  they  had  taicen  tlie  proper  methods  required  by  Law 
to  prevent  its  spreading.  The  Council  did  advise  that  the  said 
Selectmen  be  summoned  to  appear  betore  the  Gov  &  Cotmcil  at 
11  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Tuesday  next  for  that  j'urpose. 

Adjourned  to  Tues<lay  next  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsm"  bv  adjournmetit  on  Tuesdav  H"' 
Dec-  1773 

Present 
His  Excellencv  the  Go\'ernor 


Daniel  Warner  }    ..^  „  Daniel  Rindge  } 

Jon^  Warner       >     ^"^'''  (ii'orge  Jafl'iV'y  >' 


11,SC 


His  Excelltncy  aci(uainled  the  B^iard  th;it  lu- iiad  reed  an  order 
from  Hi^  Majesty  in  Cv)iincil  dated  Sept  I''  1773  (lisallowing  the 
Act  entitled  *'A'.(.  Act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of  Gi-eeu wood  Car- 
penter of  Swaui^ey  in  this  I*i-ovince  with  Sarah  Leathers  formerly 
of  Charlestown  in  fJie  County  of  Mid<llesex  in  the  Province  <>f 
the  Massa.chnsetts  Bay." 

The  Council  did  tliei'eupon  advise  that  a  Proclamation  bo 
printed  in  the  Ni'W  Hampshire  Gazette  in  consequence  of  the  <n-- 
der  atbresaid  to  render  the  stiid  act  null  ami  void. 

The  Selectmen  of  the  town  ot  Rye  a])peared  agreable  to  the 
summons  sent  them  on  Saturday  last  His  Excellency  witii  advice 
of  the  Council  onlered  them  to  apply  to  a  Justice  of*  the  Peace  for 
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:i  Wiirnint  re(juirini;  tliat  every  legal  step  l»e  [mrsiu'd  to  secure 
said  town  from  tlie  infection  of  the  Small  pox.  Also  that  they 
employ  one  Man  as  a  guard  to  prevent  the  persons  sick  &  those 
who  are  suspected  (if  being  in  danger  of  having  taken  the  infec- 
tion fruin  leaving  the  house  or  homes  they  now  rue  coiitiruMl  in 
that  they  ac(iuaint  this  Board  with  any  new  Circumstances  that 
may  happen  And  that  they  do  not  sutier  any  Pcrsiui  oi-  Persons 
recovered  of  said  Distemper  or  who  it  is  feared  are  infected  with 
it  to  be  released  without  an  order  from  his  Exc'"  and  the  Council. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  by  his  Ex'-"''  summons  on  Mon- 
day Deecur  Vj'^'  1773 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Go\ernor 

Tlieodore  Atkinson  )  Dan'  Kindge      ) 

Dan'  Warner  :-  Esq"  George  Jatirey  [-  Esq" 

Jon-'-  Vi^;H'ner  )  L\'m'  IJogers      ) 

His  Excellency  ordered  to  be  rea<l  the  Petition  of  D'  Clement 
Jackson  setting  fortli  that  his  son  in  law  D'' Stephen  l.ittle  having 
complied  with  the  order  of  Council  of  the  11"'  Instant  &  seen  his 
two  Patients  at  the  Pesthouse  out  of  danger  of  the  small  pox  ia 
desiricus  of  returning  to  town  and  tlierefove  i;raying  that  he  may 
have  leave  so  to  do. 

The  Council  did  thereupon  advise  that  an  order  i<sue  to  the 
Selectmen  of  this  Tow:i  iip.])owering  them  to  liberate  tiie  said  D"" 
Little  i'vom  the  Pestiiouse  after  t;iking  care  that  ht-  is  -iutiiciently 
cleansed  from  all  danger  of  communicating  ai;y  inil'ction  ami 
oo;ui»li-d  with  the  teni>r  of  his  Bonds  And  that  the  two  Patients 
under  h.is  care  are  entirely  well  of  the  Small  j'ox  tha.t  he  m.ay 
have  neither  necessity  ■■  r  pretence  to  i'ttend  tlieni  at  the  said 
Pcstliouse  afcer  he  i.-  tir-i  discharged  from  (juarantine. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  D''  Bracket  cc  D' Little  have  inoculated 
sundry  persciis  contrary  to  ci'der  and  to  the  great  danger  oi 
sju'eading  the  Su;;dl  ]>ox  in  the  town  of  PiM-tsmouth. 

Voti'd  t]>at  no  Doctor  suigeonor  Phy.^lcian  be  employed  <u' per- 
mitted to  a.Ja'ud  Patients  :>:  the  Pesthouse  or  int'eete-l  with  the 
Small  ]iox  in  I'.ny  other  place  until  he  sliall  tir^t  !iave  taken  an 
Oatli  and  dven  "Bon<ls  in  vlie  Sum  of  t'ldO  lawlu!  .Money  with 
two  Sureties  that  he  will  eom]>lv  with  the  orders  of  Council  of 
the  3}!lh  of  JiMie  last  d'  II'''  Dec'  Instant. 

His  Exceliencv  ordceil  to  mc  read  at  l!ie  I'>o;!d  the  Petition  of 
D'  JosiH^'  iV.-a<'k"et  i^rr-.yiiig  that  his  wife  may  ]\:\\\.-  leave  to  return 
home  £;•(':■■.  the  Post  House  she  being  recovered  of  the  small  pox 
&c. 

No  person  a;)pearin'ji:  to  enforce  tliis  Petition  or  to  make  it  ap- 
pear tliat  the  Wife  of  tlie  Pe'>iti<.ncr  e;:n  bo  released  \yith  safety 
to  the  Peoi-le  it  is  ordered  to  lav  tor  fu.  ilier  ee.isideratioa. 
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Ilis  Excellencv  ordered  The  foil?  for  y'  Probate  to  be  read  ilie 
Petition  of  Jolm  Wont  worth  Esq^  &  Tho'  VVallingford  Gent" 
Exec"  of  the  last  Will  cfc  Testament  of  Mark  Wallingt^rd  late  of 
Soniersworth  Gent"  dec''  setting  forth  that  they  had  j.resented  the 
•said  Will  for  probate  thereof  to  Henry  Rust  Escf  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  County  of  Stratford  &  Previous  thereto  a  Caveat  had 
been  lod^'cd  l>v  W'"'  Pearne  of  Portsni*'  &  Mary  his  wite  against 
the  said'Wills  being  proved  Xotwithstanding  which  the  said 
Henrv  Rust  Esq'adju-l-ied  their  objections  insufficient  from  which 
judgincnt  the  sai<l  W'"  &  Mary  appealed  to  the  GoV  &  Council 
as  a'^Suprenie  Court  of  probate  but  have  not  prosecuted  said  ap- 
peal. The  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  a  Citation  may  issue 
to  the  said  Wm  &  Mary  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  an  order 
should  not  issue  from  this  Court  as  a  Court  of  Supreme  probate 
to  the  said  Henry  Rust  Esq  to  grant  Letters  testamentary  &  pro- 
ceed upon  said  VVill  as  though  no  such  Apfieal  had  been  taken. 

The  Council  did  thereu])on  advise  that  a  Citation  issue  to  said 
William  &  Mary  for  thetu  to  a}>[iear  &  shew  cause  as  aforesaid  on 
Tuesday  the  11"'  of  January  next. 

His  Excellency  was  {deased  nominate  Ammiruham^di  Cutter 
Es(p  f>r  Portsmo'uth  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  ot 
RockiiiLjhani  to  which  the  Council  did  advise. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  Fryday  Jau-    14''  177-1 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 

Theod"  Atkinson  ] 

Dan'  Warner  [^    r^ .  „  Daniel  Rogers  )    Esq'" 

Jon"  Warner  :       ^'^  Peter  Gilman   ) 

Dan'  Ptindge  J 

A  Petition  was  read  at  the  Board  fi-om  the  Selectmen  of  Wind- 
ham praying  for  the  allowance  of  their  ace*' for  the  supj)ort  of  one 
James  GilUspv  an  indiLjeaL  str;mu:er  who  came  there  about  the 
middle  of  Dec^  177il  cfc  died  Octo'29"^  1778. 

Voted  that  the  Hon''''"  Daniel  I^indge  &  Daniel  Rogers  Esq"'  be 
a  Committee  to  examine  the  Ace''  &,  vouchers  of  the  Selectmen 
afores''  and  make  Report  to  this  Board  as  soon  as  maybe. 

His  Excellency  proposed  Xathan  Batchellor  of  Loudon  for  a 
Justice  of  tlu-  i'eaceforthe  County  of  Rockingham.     Adviscl  to. 

Also  Isaac  Andrews  of  Hillsborough  for  a  Justice  of  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Hillsborouuch.     Advised  to. 

His  ExcidlencT  or'lered  to  be  read  at  the  Hoard  a  Petition  of 
aumiry  of  tiic  Iidiabitaiits  of  the  Society  Land  fur  an  incorpora- 
tion tor  reasons  mentioned  in  said.  Petition.  The  Council  did  ad- 
vise that  a  Charter  of  incori)oration  be  granted  by  the  folhnving 
bounds  viz.  Be'^dnning  at  tlie  N.  W.  Corner  of  Francestown  from 
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thence  E.  to  the  easterly  side  line  of  the  Socit'ty  Land  so  called 
from  thence  N  to  the  Ccjrnerot  thesaiil  Society  Land  tVoni  thence 
by  the  s''  Society  Land  westerly  to  Contoocook  River  bonndinii 
partly  on  the  towns  of  Ht'nniker  and  Ilillslioroauh  tVom  thence  as 
the  liiver  runs  as  tar  as  that  an  K  Line  shall  strike  the  ^aid  N  W 
(\)rner  of  Francestown  from  tlience  by  said  E  Line  to  tlie  bounds 
first  mentione(L 

The  Com'"'  appointed  to  report  on  the  Petition  of  the  Select- 
men of  Windham  this  day  verbally  reported  that  the  snm  of 
£15.8.3  be  ijranted  to  the  said  town  on  their  lodgiiiix  Proof  in  the 
Sec-"'  Otiice  that  s''  Gillespy  was  a  Pauper  Stranixertt  incapahle  ot 
l)ein<^  removed  ti'om  the  time  of  his  coming  into  said  town  till  his 
death. 


JOURXAL   OF  THE  HOUSE. 


[COKTINUKD   FROM   PAGE   ^S5.    VOL.   VI..   mOVlNXE  PArEKS.] 
NOTE    BY    THE    EDITOR. 

Before  tlie  mcetins;  of  the  next  Assembly  tlie  Governor  Iiaii  occasion   to 
ssiie  the  followin;,'  Proclamation: 

[Copied  from  "  Vermont  State  Paper."/'  1S23.  p.  IT.  I 

By  }'(!<  Excellency 

Bennixo  Wextwohtii,  Esq. 

Captain  General,  Governour  an<l  Commander  in  Cliief  of  his  Majesty'i 
Province  of  Xew  Hampshi."e.  in  New  England,  etc. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

\Vlioreas  his  Honor  CALDWAEi.ADEr.  Colden.  Es(i.  Licutonanl  Governor 
and  CoFamander  in  Chief  of  his  ;^[aj:•sty's  Province  of  Xew  York,  luitli  latt.-Iy 
issued  a  Proclamation  of  a  very  extraordinary  X:iture,  .setlinjc  forth,  tliat 
KinL'  Charles  the  s^erond,  on  the  12"'  Day  of  Siarch  W)')-i  and  the  29'-'  June 
l(i74,  did  by  his  sovi-ral  Letters  P;'.ti'nt  of  tliose  P'atc  s.  grant  in  Fee  to  hi« 
Brother  tlie  DuaO  ot  York,  anion;;  other  tlnniis.  all  the  Laud  from  tlie  Vv'est 
siile  of  Connecticut  River  to  tiie  East  side  of  Delaware  Bay :  And  therein 
also  set  forth,  or  describes  the  Bounds  of  N'i'w  Hampshire;  in  which  Descrip- 
tion thep-jis  a  V'-ry  material  Mistake;  besi'les,  there  is  ou)itted  the  Fact,  on 
whicli  tilt'  Description  ot  Xew  lianip.dnre  'u^pcnded,  viz.  liis  Mr.jcsty's  De- 
termination of  the  Xorthen  anil  Western  Boundaries  of  the  Province  of  the 
JLissaehusftts  Bay  in  17;}'.>:  And  Xothiao.  c;in  be  more  evident,  t'tian  tliat 
New  Hampshire  may  legally  extend  her  Western  Boundary  as  far  as  the 
Massacliusetts  claim  reaches,  and  she  claims  no  more:  —  But  "Xew  York  pre- 
tends to  claim  even  to  the  Banks  of  Connecticut  River,  aitbouudi  she  never 
laid  out  and  si'ttli'd  one  'i'own  in  tl.;it  part  of  his  Majt-stys  Lands,  since  she 
existed  as  a  j;ovtrnmeut. 

^Vilen  New  York  (Government  extends  h.er  Eastern  Boundary  to  the  Banks 
of  Connecticui  l;iv(>r,  ln-twceu  Xew  York  and  tlie  Colony  oi'  Connecticut, 
and  to  the  Banks  of  said  River,  between  New  York  and  the  Province  of  the 
Massacluisetts  Bay.  it  would  liave  been  full  early  for  Xew- York  to  declare 
that  the  Government  o.  Xew  ilampshire,  was  fully  apprised  of  the  Ri^ht  of 
Xew  York,  under  the  iK-for..'  re-it-d  Letters  Patent 'to  the  Duke  of  York. 

In  virtue  of  t'le  final  Dctermiuatioii  of  tlie  boundary  Lines  settled  hv  his 
late  M.i.ic.-ty  I.ietween  this  (government  and  the  Massacliusetts  Bay.  all  tlie 
Lands  cap.ible  of  seitU  nients,  have  been  erected  into  Townships,  a^Teeable 
to  his  Maj  'stys  commands,  and  a  cousiileraiile  Revenue  is  daily  aVisins  to  tlie 
Crown,  unless  interruptecl  and  impaired,  i)y  his  Honor's  Proclamation,  whicb 
New  Ilampshire  will  not  be  answenvble  for. 
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At  present  the  Houmlai-ios  of  Ni'w  York  to  the  Nortluvanl  are  unknown; 
and  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  his  Majestys  I'ltMsure  to  doLcrniine  tlieni,  New 
Hami)shire  will  pay  a  ready  and  che.irtul  obedience  liiereunto;  not  doubting 
but  that  all  Grants  ma^le  by  New  ILuupshire,  that  are  fultilled  by  the  Gran- 
toes,  will  be  conth'med  to  thein,  if  it  siiould  be  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  to  alter 
the  Jurisdiction. 

For  pulitical  Ilt.'asons,  the  claim  to  Jurisdiction  by  New  York,  iiii.;lit  have 
been  deterred,  as  well  as  the  strict  Injiuietion  on  the  civil  I'owi-r,  to  cxiTcise 
Jurisdiction  in  their  respective  Finictions,  as  far  as  the  Eastern  Haidis  of 
Connecticut  Tdver. 

The  said  Proclamation  carrying  an  Air  of  Government  in  it,  may  possibly 
■"illect  and  retard  the  seltleuieiit  of  his  Majestys  Lands,  granted  ijy  this  Gov- 
ernment; For  preventin<;  an  Lujuiry  to  the  Crown  of  this  Kind,  and  to  re- 
move all  Doubts  that  may  arise  to  Persons  holding  the  Kings  grants,  they 
may  bo  assured,  that  the  Patent  to  the  Uuke  of  York  is  oiisolete,  and  cannot 
convey  any  certain  Boundary  to  New  York,  that  can  be  claimed  as  a  Boun- 
dary, as  plainly  appears  liy  the  several  Ijoundary  lines  of  the  Jersics  on  tlio 
West,  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  tlie  East,  which  are  set  forth  in  the 
Proclamation,  as  part  only  of  the  Land  included  in  said  Patent  to  the  Duko 
of  York. 

To  the  End  tliereibre.  tiiat  the  Grantees  now  settled,  and  settling  on  thoso 
lands,  luider  his  late,  and  present  i>[aJosty"s  Cliarters,  may  not  be  intimidated, 
or  any  way  hindered  or  o')striicted  in  the  Improvement  of  the  bunls  so 
granti'd;  as  woil  as  to  ascertain  the  Plight,  and  luaintain  the  Juris<liction  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  of  New  Hampshire  as  far  Westward  as  tu  include 
the  grants  made;  I  have  thoiiglit  tit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
Council  to  issu'!  this  Proclamation,  hereby  encouraging  the  several  Grantees, 
claiming  tuider  tliis  Government,  to  be  industrious  in  clearing  and  cultivating 
their  Lands.  agrecal)le  to  tlieir  respective  grants. 

And  1  do  herein-  require  and  command  ;dl  civil  officers,  within  t!us  Prov- 
ince, of  wiiat  Quality  soevr,  as  well  those  that  are  not,  as  those  that  are  In- 
habitants of  said  lands,  to  continue  and  be  diligent  in  exercising  Jurisdiction 
in  tiieir  respective  offices,  as  far  Westward  as  Grants  of  Land  have  been 
made  by  this  Government;  and  to  deal  with  any  Person  or  Persons,  that  may 
presiune  to  interrupt  tiie  Inhabitants  or  settlers  on  said  Lands,  as  to  Law 
and  Justice  dotii  appertain,  the  pretcnde.l  Kiglit  of  Jurisdiction  mentioned 
in  tlie  aforesaid  Proclamation,  notwithstanding. 
Given  attiie  Council  Cliamber  in  Portsmouth.,  the  l:j'^  day  of  March,  1704, 

and  in  the  fourth  ye.ir  oi'  his  ^lajesty's  Keign. 

B.   Wkntwoktu. 
By  his  Exe.'lleriey's  Commaul 

witii  advice  of  Council. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Secretary. 

Gon  iS.vvK  TUK  King. 


SPECIAL  COXVENTIOX. 

[i'.  883,]     Mip.ute.s  of  a  Convention  beu'uii   arKi  livid   at   Porta- 
rnoii:;!  on  \W'  liie.s  l.iy  the  -5'''  ot  Jnw"  170  4. 
Mel — iiin-j  liieiii'uors  j;i-oseiit. 


Tlm:-s  lay,  Jan-'  ".a  ='  17o4. 

Mcr,  and  in    the  ibrcuoon   tlieie   was  nin-jteon   menibers  &   of 
whicii  iJie  Seo^  was  iiifornied  (a).     AdjournLHl. 


28  PROVINCE  OF   NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1764. 

(a)  From  Journal  of  C.  &  Assem.  Jany  25"'  1764. 

Present. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 


Theodore  Atkinson 
RichJ  Wibird 
Jm'  Downing 
Dan'  Warner 


Joseph  Newmarch 
_  James  Xevin 

^^'^''-  Theod  Atkinson,  jun. 

Nath'  Barren. 


Friday,  Jan?  27"'  1764. 

The  Secretary  brot  down  his  Excellency's  ^Nless*  with  the  Earl 
ot  Halifax  &  General  Gage's  Letters.  All  which  was  read,  and 
copies  of  them  on  file. 

Governor's  Message. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov"  Mess^,  Vol.  III.,  p.  241. | 

The  distressed  state  of  his  Majesty's  Southern  Colonys  with  respect  to  the 
Barbarous  and  Inhuman  murthers  committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  Fron- 
tiers of  those  (ievernments  call  for  the  assistance  of  tlie  neighboring  Govern- 
ments to  check  if  possible  the  rapid  progress  of  the  Savages  &  prevent  by 
every  measure  the  war  ailready  begun,  from  becoming  general,  when  we 
must  not  expect  to  escape  the  fatal  effects  of  it. 

To  answer  this  salutary  purpose  General  (iage  has  made  a  requisition  of 
Two  hundred  men  from  the  government,  and  the  Earl  of  Ilallifax,  one  of  hii 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary's  of  State,  by  the  King's  Command,  has  signi- 
fied to  me  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  I  should  assist  with  such  a  number  of 
Troops  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  should  think  proper  to  direct:  To  give 
you  all  the  light  I  can  in  this  essential  service,  I  have  directed  the  Secretary 
to  lay  before  you  both  the  Earl  of  Hallifax's  and  General  Gage's  letters,  which 
must  be  returned  after  a  proper  use  is  made  of  them,  hopeing  you  will  pay  a 
chearful  it  ready  obedience  to  his  Majestys  commamls.  as  it  may  be  a  means 
of  preventing  greater  evils,  should  tlie  war  become  general. 

B.  Wp:ntwortii. 
Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth, 
25'^  January  1764. 


Letter  of  the  Earl  of  Ilalifi.r. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Correspondence,  Vol.  III.,  p.  267.] 

St  James,  Ocf  19"'  1763. 
^ir  — 

His  Maj'^y  being  informed  by  Dispatches  lately  received  from  Sir  Jeffrey 
Amherst  Cominauder  in  chief  of  his  forces  in  North  America,  tliat  the  In- 
surrections ot  tlie  Indian  Nations  which  have  tor  some  time  been  Increasing 
now  bear  the  appearance  of  becoming  general,  has  judu'ftd  it  necessary  to 
reijuire  the  assistance  of  such  of  his  Colonies  as  :ire  most  inti'rested  by  their 
situation  or  most  able  by  their  circumstances  to  contribute  to  the  general 
Purpose  of  Defence  it  of  annoyance  of  the  savages  in  order  to  put  the  most 
«peedy  end  to  the  great  mischiefs  ot  which  this  extensive  it  most  barbarous 
state  of  war  is  produetive. 

I  am  therelbre  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  earnestly 
recommend  it  in  his  Majesty's  name  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province 
under  your  Government  forthwith  to  make  Provision  for  enabling  you  to  call 
out  a  sufficient  number  of  the  militia  or  to  raise  such  a  reasonable  number  of 
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troops  as  from  the  actual  state  of  the  ludiau  war  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherst  shall 
think  neopssary  it  to  employ  them  not  only  in  ileftntlin'^  &  protecting  tiie 
lives  it  properties  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  on  tlie  Frontiers  of  your  (Govern- 
ment, I'Ut  also  in  acting'  oll'erisively  against  the  Indians  at  sueh  placs  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  said  < 'omander-in-cliii;f  siiall  Judp,e  proper  to  diri-et.  and 
his  >iaiesty  trusts  that  the  Le<zislaturo  of  your  <;overnni«'nt  from  tlieir  zeal 
it  aflecti(m  for  this  service  as  well  as  from  a  just  rc-'ard  to  the  saf"-ty  it  wel- 
fare of  the  Colony  will  readily  it  ehearfully  concur  in  exertiim  tiiems'dves 
upon  this  important  occasion  to  tiie  end  that  ids  .Majesty's  subje'cts  in  North 
America  may  peaet.'ably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  many  uloriou.s  successes  ob- 
tained tliere  by  his  Majesty's  victorious  arms  during;  tlie  late  War,  it  the  fx- 
teusive  advantagi;s  secured  to  tliem  liy  the  lat'-  I'eacc. 

I  am  with  u;reat  trutli  it  regard, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  huml)le  serv'. 

Dunk  Halifax. 
Gov^  of  Xew  Ilamp"^. 

NOTE. 

[The  letter  of  Gen.  Ga;j;e  has  not  been  found,  but  tiie  following  minute  of 
its  contents  is  found  in  the  Jour,  of  C.  &  Assem.  Jan.  27'^'  1704.] 

"  The  President  acquainted  the  Board  that  he  had  rec'  his  Excellencys 
message  in  writing  of  the  'Jo'"  Inst  directed  to  botli  Iiouses  with  Ins  E.Kcellen- 
cys  Directions  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  Council,  ct  then  to  send  it  by 
the  Sec>'  to  the  Assembly  in  whicli  messai^e  he  takes  notice  of  a  letter  he  rec"^ 
from  General  Gage  (1)  dated  Xew  York  tlie  H  of  December  last  wherein  he 
makes  a  requisition  of  two  Hundred  men  to  serve  against  the  Indians  above 
Niagara  itc.  and  also  of  one  other  letter  he  reC'  from  the  Earl  of  Halifax 
dated  St.  James  October  the  19"'  last  relative  to  the  above  Indians." 

The  clerk  of  the  House  not  l»eing  present,  y''  ntenihors  nt;ule 
choice  of  Cnpt.  Tlionias  W^  WaMroii  as  cK'i-k  j>ro  tempore. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Col"  Weare,  Col"  Gilman,  Col"  March 
&  Capt.  Thoni'  W'  Waldron  be  a  Committee  to  joyn  with  such 
as  the  Hon''"'  Council  shall  appoint  to  c.uisider  of  liis  Excellencys 
Mess^'  of  the  2o'^  Tnst.  &  tlie  Letters  therein  referred  to  &  make 
Report  what  may  l»e  pr()per  for  the  Governm'  tc)  (h,>  t'lereon. 
Sent  up  by  Col.  Gotfe. 

The  Sec''  came  down  it  said  the  Conned  had  joyned  a  Commit- 
tee &  would  attend  on  the  afiair  in  the  afternoon. 

Convention  a<l)ourned  till  o  o'clock,  P.  ]M. 

Tiie  Committee  <d"  both  Houses  took  under  consideration,  hi.s 
ExcelU'  Mess'  ik  the  two  letters  therein  relerr'd  to.  Adjourned 
to  Satiwhiy  morn'  10  o'clock. 

(l)Gon.  TuoMAs  <;.v<;f;.  liore  ivfcrro'l  to.  \v:im  tlie  .ine  wl>.i  !;,i.l  coiumaiKl  in  Boston,  nt 
the  hfiiiiinir.:;  >  it'  tin;  R.^voluri  marv  war.  His  f;itlipr  \va.«  \'is<iiuiir  G;e_'e  of  Cnstlcbar  in 
Mie  Omiitv  of  May..,  Ir.-land.  In  17")o.  lie  w;i>  Lt.  C.li.iiel  nf  thu  +4tli  nuimi-nr  in  rlio  l-x- 
pediticn  au'.Ti">t  F'Tt  DuqiK'sne  under  (Jt^n.  Brad.Ux  k,  and  (.•oinniiiian'leil  tlio  vann'iard  '>n 
the  '.'til  of  Julv,  in  tlie  n2lir  wliicJi  tlien  rook  place.  Ho  was  s:i;:litly  wonnded.  ami  after 
the  battle  cairi  ■1  (;..iural  Brad.loik  off  the  ti.M.  In  IT-V.i.  under  Gen.  Aiulier:-!.  he  was 
in  tJie  atlaek  on  Fort  Tioondero^a.  Iti  ITfJO.  he  was  appointed  liovcrnor  of  M.  nire  il.  after 
tlie  c.\[iitiilation  of  that  citv.  In  1761,  he  wa.s  raised  to  the  rank  of  Major  Geiural.  and  in 
I7i;.3.  siioceedod  Gen.  .Vmherst  as  coiimiaiKler  of  his  Ma.j.  sty>  f.ires  in  N^rth  .\iiierica.  In 
1770,  he  rose  lo  he  Lieutenant  General,  residinj;  in  New  York  till  1774.  when  lie  removed  to 
Boston,  hein'4  appointed  G..Vfrii.T  of  Mas^aolmseits.  In  May  1775.  the  Proviiuial  Conijreso 
declared  him  to  be  an  inveterate  en-mv  of  the  coiiiitrv.  unwortliv  of  the  obeilience  ut  the 
colony.  In  October,  1775,  after  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Mill,  he  departed  for  Enjjland,  and 
died  April  2d,  1787.— Kd. 
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Siitunlav  January  2b"'  1704. 

[p.  386.]  The  Coininittee  of  both  Houses  for  taking-  under 
oonsi  leration  the  subject  matter  of  his  Excellencys  Speech  of  the 
25"'  Instant  &  the  Letters  therein  Referred  to,  made  their  Report 
this  day,  which  was  read,  and 

Voted  That  it  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Col"  March  with  such  as  the  Hon"'"  Council 
t«hall  appoint  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  with  the 
Report,  which  Report  was  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Committee  of  Botli  Houses  aa;reoaI>le  to  the  vote  of  yLsterdays  Date 
h;ive  taken  uuder  consideration  his  Excellencys  Message  of  the  25'"  together 
with  the  Letters  from  the  Earle  of  Halifax  Ji  General  Gaize  relative  to  the 
Raising  &  Paying  Two  humlreil  men  nuMition.^l  in  the  Generall's  Letter  & 
RecommemleJ  In  his  ExcelP"  saiil  Mcss='  Sc  think  it  utterly  beyoml  the  power 
of  this  Province  to  Raise  &  pay  such  a  number  of  men  having  no  way  to 
raise  money  but  by  a  Tax  upon  tlie  Polls  >k  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  alreadj 
burthen'd  by  the  Vast  expense  of  the  late  War  beyond  any  probability  of  be- 
ing able  to  pay  these  arrears  now  annually  doubling  upon  tlum,  &  must 
agreeable  to  the  several  acts  Uy  which  the  sums  Wi're  Emitted  i^e  paid  agreea- 
ble also  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  ifc  his  Majeslys  repeated  [u<truction< :  And 
to  attempt  the  raising  &  paying  such  a  number  of  men  by  an  other  Emission 
of  a  paper  currency  would,  we  apprehend,  be  fruitless  <k  attended  with  mis- 
chievous consequences  well  known  to  every  considering  person  the  least  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  of  the  Province. 

We  bPi:  leave  fu'ther  to  mention  our  ophnon  of  the  Earle  of  Hailifax's  Let- 
ter which  we  think  was  not  in  his  Majtstys  Instruction  (in  the  prest^n  case) 
to  reach  this  Province;  his  Majesty  "juiLiug  it  n^'cssary  to  r'^piire  the  as- 
"  sistauce  of  such  of  his  Colonies  as  are  nujst  lKt"rested  by  their  situ.Uion  or 
•'most  able  I'V  tiieir  circumstances  to  contribute  to  tlie  :,eneral  purposes  of 
"Defence." 

(p.  oS3. 1  These  words  the  Committee  conceive  plainly  point  out  the  Colo- 
nies to  expect  tojoyne  in  the  present  expense.  We  have  not  ta!;en  notice  of 
the  preparation  Required  of  this  Provi;ice  being  two-thiids  ui  the  nuuiiier 
re.'-olved  to  be  rais'd  by  the  Governm'  of  Ni-w  Yoilc  and  those  to  serve  as 
guards  within  the  Limits  of  that  Government;  Ours  to  march  to  Niagara 
(tc.  this  arising  from  tiie  Generals  not  being  acquainted  with  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  alfairs  in  this  Province  —  her  cnrritcr  forbiding  any  Imputation  of 
sucli  partiality,  and  for  these  Reasons  as  well  as  many  others,  the  Committee 
are  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisaijl'-  to  attempt  t!ie  raising  the  men, 
especially  as  sundry  Tril>es  of  the  Southern  Indians  have  lately  made  tlieir 
submission,  and  are  now  at  peace  tt  quiet,  it  also  the  Ir.vlians  about  Lake 
Erie,  D.-troit  &c.  the  Five  Nations  have  absolutely  declared  their  attaclunent 
to  his  Majesty,  as  Ins  also  C.jhanawagus  ur  French  Mohock  so  that  the  end 
proposed  by  raising  tb.ese  men  seem  in  a  great  measure  answered  witliout 
them;  but  if  a  few  stragling  Indians  shouM  *lill  stand  out  and  molest  the 
Southern  Colonies  they  are  too  opulent  Sc  too  Populous  to  need  or  require 
any  assistance  from  tins  Province,  who  are  in  the  same  situi  tion  with  the 
Southern  Colonies  with  respect  to  such  Imlians  &  b.ave  from  its  first  settle- 
ment to  the  Date  of  the  laic-  peace  with  France  ever  been  involved  in  Indian 
wars,  witliout  the  least  aid  Irom  tli'  Southern  Colonies  (then  in  profound 
peace)  or  one  rcLrular  soldier  in  his  Majestys  pay. 

Jan/  28"'  1704. 

Dy  request  of  the  Coramittec 

Theo*^  Atkinson,  Chairman. 
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Province  of  New  riampshire 

In  Council,  Jany  23'''  1704, 
Bead  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  tho  Ilon'''^  Assembly 

Theod''  Atkinson,  Jun^  8ecy. 

[p.  386.]     Province  ot"  New  irainp'  Jan''  -JS"'  17<;4. 

At  a  Convention  of  tlie  nieuiber.-^  of  the  Genenil  As.senibly  hy 
his  Excellency's  order, 

The  above  report  read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  f  )r  concurrence. 

llenry  Sherburne,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  Eodem  Die 
Read  &  Concurred 

Theod.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec''. 

Mr.  Sec^  oaine  into  the  House  and  said  tliat  his  Excellencv  had 
ordered  him  to  intbrni  the  members  at  this  Convention  that  .he 
hud  nothing  further  to  lay  I)efore  them. 


Wednes(hiy  April  ll'*^  ITOk 
Met  according  to  Prorogation  —  adjoiu'ued  till 

Thursday,  April  12'''  ITi.U. 

Mr.  Sec''  can\e  down  &  s:;iil  his  Kvcellency  desired   tho  attc-n- 
dance  of  the  Speaker  &  meml)ers  ])resont  at  the  Board. 

[p.  387.]  Mr.  Speaker  &  the  House  Immediately  attended  at 
the  Board,  where  the  President  read  his  E'vcellency's  speech  to 
Both  houses  of  yesterday's  d:>tc.  After  the  house  had  returned 
to  their  Room,  Coll"  Gotie  sent  to  the  Board  to  desire  a  copy  of 
his  Excellency's  speech. 

Mr.  Sec/  Brot  the  sann'  down,  a  copy  of  which  is  on  tile. 

Governor''s  Message. 
[Copied  from  .MS.  Gov'^  Mess^  Vol.  III.,  p.  2.59.) 

Gentleinen  of  the  Council  nvJ,  of  the  Asseinh!!/  — 

It  was  my  Intoutiou  to  have  put  otl'  this  Session  unto  a  further  day,  but 
finding  tliat  it  would  interfere  with  tho  Courts  of  Law  I  avoided  it,  ami  as 
the  public  cannot  be  bi'tter  serviv.l,  than- when  the  Legislative  Body  icive  a 
itrict  attention,  to  i)usiu('.s.s.  it  will  give  me  a  great  satisfaction  to  see  such  a 
spirit  prevail  during  tiie  course  of  tliis  session. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

As  I  have  no  Commands  from  his  Majesty,  but  what  I  have  frequently  and 
pressingly  laid  liefore  you,  I  must  refer  you  to  my  former  speeches  to  carry 
them  into  execution  so  far  as  it  concerns  you, —  so  I  shall  only  recommend 
the  making  an  ample  provision  for  the  necessary  chari^e  of  the  ciu^rent  year, 
in  all  cases  that  are  essential  to  support  the  Honor  and  dignity  of  tiie  Gov- 
ernment, ami  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  forward  a  measure 
30  necessary,  I  shall  direct  the  Treiiaurer  to  prepare  his  accounts  for  your 
(juidance  and  direction. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly  — 

As  not'.iinii  can  ijivp  mo  croater  pleasure,  than  to  see  the  prosperity  of  the 
Province  ilurinsi  nij'  administration,  so  I  shall  tike  infiniie  satisfaction  in  con- 
curring in  any  measures  tliat  may  have  a  tendency  to  advance  and  secure  her 
real  In'terest  to  the  latest  Day. 

B.    WEXTWOltTlI. 

Coimcil  Chamber  in 
Portsmouth,  April  IT'',  17U4. 

VotC'l  the  llun*"'"  IT'  Shevltunu'.  Sc  Mesheck   Weiire  K$q.  be  ;i 
Comittee  to  prepare  an  answer  tiiereto. 

Province  of   )  Portsmouth,  April  10'''  HtU. 

New  Hamp"" ) 

The  Committee  appointed  by  vote  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  to  receive  A-  tell 
over  the  money  that  is  or  may  be  in  the  Treasury  in  the  Recebs  of  tlie  Court 
belonging  to  any  of  the  sinking  Funds  have,  agreealile  to  said  vote  Received 
of  George  Jatlrey  Esq.  as  Treasurer  of  s'  Province  seventeen  hundred  forty 
seven  pounds  Eight  shillings  &  one  penny  sterl-,  and  acree  to  Report  that 
said  sum  was  Rec*^  from  the  Committee  for  drawing  Bills  of  Exchange  &■ 
were  of  the  several  Emissions,  viz. 
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Bv  order  of  the  Committee 


Theod.  Atkinson,  Chainnan. 


The  above  Kepurt  being  read 

Voted  That  it  be  Received,  accej<ted  &  allowed,  &  tliat  the 
Comittee  brino;  s^  money  into  the  house  in  the  afternoon  to  be 
burnt  to  ashes.     [Which  was  done  accordinu:ly.] 

The  vote  on  the  I'.i^ents  ace'  tliat  went  to  Albany  in  the  year 
1750,  which  j'assed  this  house  Jan-'  '20'^  1763,  Avhicli  was  nf)t  then 
absented  to  by  his  Excellency,  beinii  l^rot  into  the  house  was  re- 
voteil  ct  the  vote  thereon  was  only  new  Dated,  viz.  this  Day  Apr. 
Vl'^  1704.     Sent  up  by  Col.  ?iIoulton.     [Concurred.] 

[p.  3^"^.]  The  Clerk  sent  to  the  Board  to  inquire  after  all  the 
votes  &  acts  etc.  that  had  [tassed  the  house  the  last  sessions  ^fcc. 

The  Sec''  Brot  down  the  ftHeiioint'  .acts,  with  a  number  of  other 
votes  &  acts  not  yet  passed  on. 

[p.  3''9,]  The  Committee  brot  into  the  lionse  an  answer  to  his 
Kxcel^'*  sj.eech,  which  was  read. 

Voted  That  it  be  accepted  »fcc.  a  copy  \d^  which,  is  on  file. 

Ansicer  to  his  ExceWuicijs   Speech. 

[Copied  from  M.S.  Gov^  Mess'^.  Vol.  III.,  p.  2(51. | 
May  it  plrnse  your  Excelltnry 

Altho  the  season  of  the  year  Is  such  as  particularly  asks  our  att -ntion  to 
our  Priv.at"  atfiirs,  and  tlier"S>re  tir'  putting  oil' this  session  to  a  further  day. 
a.-,  your  Excellency  had  inten  l.-d,  tuust  on  that  account  have  beenverv  agree- 
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;ihle  to  U3,  yet  wi'  cuiiKjt  but  be  sensible?  of  your  Exoellenoy's  ciuv  lor  tlie 
;;ooil  of  tilt!  C'uiiummity,  in  not  puttin,:^  off  thirs  Srssioii  ti>  ;i  time  which 
would  iutorfon' with  the  L;uv  Courts,  wliffo  so  i^r^at  u  mnulier  of  persons 
from  all  parts  of  the  (iuvernnient,  even  the  Miost  remote  are  oblii;eil  to  attend. 
wliicli  frfiiuently  oeeasions  '^reat  complaints  if  those  Courts  are  put  by. 

We  are  very  sensible  that  a  strict  attention  to  tiie  business  ot  thu  I'ublick 
by  tliose  wiio  have  the  eare  thereof  tuust  be  at  all  timt-s  iii^lily  iieeessary, 
and  tli:vt  tlie  situation  of  the  Pubiiek  allairs  of  this  Province  at  this  time  Pe- 
culiarly ask  for  such  an  attentiuu,  which  on  our  part  wt-  find  a  hearty  Disjjo- 
sition  to,  and  doubt  not  luit  ytnir  ExcelliMn.'y  will  havi-  the  satisfaction  of  sec-- 
JuiX  this  iti'lative  to  all  the  allairs  which  may  be  before  us. 

In  maUinu'  Provision  for  the  necessary  char<j;es  of  tiie  currant  year,  we  shall 
pay  the  liTeatist  Pe^iu'd  to  his  M;',iesty"s  Commands  at  any  time  siirnitied  to 
us,  and  tliose  things  whicii  are  for  the  Honour  tt  Dignity  and  true-t  Interest 
of  the  Government,  as  far  as  we  are  capable  of  Promoting  them,  will  be  our 
hiiiliest  ambition  to  pursue.  And  your  Excellency's  assurance  of  the  Pleasure 
it  would  be  to  you  to  see  the  Prosperity  of  the  Province  durini,'  your  adminis- 
tration and  in  <.-oucurring  in  any  measures  that  may  have  a  teiulency  to  ad- 
vance and  secure  her  real  Interest  to  the  latest  Day  gives  us  the  highest 
satisfaction  and  most  pleasing  hopes. 

Voted  th;it  the  pfecetlino-  be  sent  in  imswer  to  liis  Excellencys 
tSpeech  to  both  Houses  ot"  the  Eleventh  Instant. 

S.     H.  S.  S. 

[p.  390.]  The  iietition  of  Timothy  \Yalkei-  Read  &  ordered  to 
be  heard  tliereon  at  4  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Nori:  uv  THE  f.ditoi!. 

L  Inasmuch  as  the  potitinu  lu'esontud  hy  Rev.  TiiiMtliy  Walker,  minister  uf  thu  town  of 
Kiimfeid.  fnrms  an  imimrtant  item  in  the  iii.itory  nf  the  ll/ng  ccMKi'oversy  lierweeti  the  Pro- 
[iriefers  of  Bow  and  the  inhabitants  of  Knmt'unl  —  now  (.'uneerd  —  and  is  of  [mblic  interest; 
ic  i<  la're  inserted  in  full,  from  a  eiipy  of  v:iiil  peiition  in  li.e  h::nii.-.  of  the  editor.] 

To  his  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  Esqr.  Capt.  General  (Jovernor  Com- 
mantler  in  Chief  in  dc  over  his  Majcstys  Province  of  New  Hampshire, 
The  Hon'ble  his  Maiestys  Coiuicil  ct  House  of  liepresentatives  in  General 
Assembly  Convened  April  11"'  1TU4. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Timothy  Walker  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  In- 
habitants of  Ruraford  so  call"  i  in  said  Province, 

fSheweth,  That  the  Allairs  n*'  the  said  Inhabitants  (so  far  as  relates  to  Town 
matters)  have  been  in  great  confusion  Ever  .since  the  yc'ar  174'J  for  want  of  the 
Power  wliiidi  they  hail  till  then  etijoyed  ever  since  the  year  1741,  by  the  Dis- 
trict Act  (so  called)  which  tliis  Hon'ble  Court  say  in  July  1740  when  it  was 
re-vivcd  had  been  fouml  "'  Convenient  both  for  the  Government  of  this  Prov- 
ince in  (General  and  also  the  Inhabitants  Incorporated  thereby  in  particular. 

That  altho  it  has  been  pretend.ed  that  they  might  still  have  Enjoyed  the 
same  priviledges  (as  Inhabitants  of  Bow)  yet  they  never  understood  Matters 
in  that  liuht.  And  for  this  their  opinion  and  Practice  consequential  thereup- 
on they  humbly  conceived  they  would  give  reasons  which  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  this  Court  were  they  permitted — But  to  pass  overall  this  —  This- 
Power  or  the  Exercise  of  it  has  been  lost  to  them  (if  Ever  they  had  it)  ever 
since  March  17.ji<  tor  w.  nt  of  a  first  Meeting  — 

That  by  the  year  17t5()  ihey  were  so  heartily  tired  of  such  an  unsettled  state 
that  they  would  have  been  glad  to  have  acted  Even  under  the  Incorporation 
of  Bow, "if  they  could  (altho  hiuhly  inconvenient  for  them  as  it  blended  part 
of  three  townes  together  whose  interests  had  always  been  sepperate  dc  would 
Consequently  be  apt  to  create  strife  A:  contention.) 

That  this  Court  was  apprised  of  their  utter  Incapacity  of  doing  Corporate 
Act  (Even  as  Bow)  by  a  Letter  signed  "  Jeremiah  Stickney,"  in  behalf  of  him- 
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self  ami  others  now  on  file  togeather  with  their  dutiful  &  ready  disposition 
to  Comply  with  evt^y  motion  of  this  Court,  to  the  utmost  of  their  Power  — 
That  the  sai^l  Inhabitants  conceive  themselves  greatly  aggrieved  by  a  late  act 
of  this  Cuvernmont  imposing  a  heavy  Tax  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Bow  as  ar- 
rears iV:o.  a  Tax  which  Xobody  had  Power  to  assess  and  collect  at  y>^  time 
when  v""  s"d  arrcascs  !)ecome  due  and  which  if  now  done  must  be  laid  in 
many  insttinces  on  wrong  Persons. 

That  wluit  they  suif-n-d  for  want  of  the  Powers  had  enjoyed  by  the  hrst 
mentiouM  District  Act  was  unspeakably  more  to  then*  Damage  than  to  have 
paid  their  Proportion  oi  the  Province  Expeuce. 

That  the  Incapacity  complaineil  (A'  all  along  still  continues  and  yet  the 
People  are  subjected  to  pay  their  part  of  the  Current  Charge  but  no  body  has 
power  to  assess  or  collect  it. 

They  therefore  most  humbly  Pray  that  your  Excellency  and  Honors  will 
take  the  matters  complained  of  under  consideration  and  either  revive  the 
said  District  Act  so  far  as  relates  to  Rumford.  or  (which  wo'  lie  much  more 
satisfactory  to  the  saiti  Inhabitants)  Incorporate  them  iiy  a  standing  act  and 
by  their  toruier  known  Boundaries  that  the  said  Inhabitants  may  be  abated 
at  least  one  half  part  of  said  arrearages. 

And  that  with  respect  to  their  part  of  the  Current  Charge  of  the  Province 
they  may  be  subj'^cted  to  pay  no  more  than  their  just  proportion  witli  the 
other  Towns  in  this  Province  ilt  grant  them  sucli  other  Relief  as  in  your  great 
wisdom  and  'goodness  you  shall  see  meet. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Timothy  Walker. 
In   Council  April  lo"i  1764. 

Read  &  Ordered  to  be  sent  ilown  to  the  Hon' bio  Assembly. 

T.  Atkinson,  Jun.  Sec>'. 

{This  Petition  was  followed  by  a  letter  addressed  to  Hennj  .Sherburne, 
Esq.,  who  Wiis  at  this  time  a  Member  of  the  Assembly  and  Speaker  of  the 
House.— Ed.] 

To  Honourable  Henry  Sherburne  Esq''  at  Portsmouth  per  favour  of  Maj' 
Stark. 

Rumford  Apr^'  26,  1764. 

Sir  — 

I  have  no  manner  of  Doubt  but  I  could  convince  the  honorable  assembly 
that  y  Peoph'  of  Ruiidbrd  never  had  power  to  act  under  y"^  Incorporation  of 
Bow  anv  (urther  than  some  special  Acts  Impowercd  them  to  choose  otticers 
to  assess  &  collect  y^  Province  Tax  —  but  I  apprehend  we  have  no  need  to 
«Toe  back  so  f  u-  for  whatever  power  any  of  these  acts  gave  tiiem  it  lias  been 
lost  ever  since  March  1756.  In  which  month  Ezra  Carter  &  Moses  Foster 
Esqrs  &  John  Chandler  Gentleman  were  enabled  by  an  act  of  July  1755  to  call 
a  meeting  of  y"  Inhabitants  of  Bow  Ofe  which  meeting  they  never  warned  & 
no  Body  that  we  know  of  has  had  any  power  to  warn  one  ever  since  I  under- 
stand it  has  been  objected  by  some  of  y*'  Bow  Proprietors  tliat  y"  Incorpora- 
tion we  ;isk  for  would  cut  their  Town  into  shreads,  &c.  but  the  Plan  which  I 
Inclose  (which  is  exactly  a^ireeable  so  far  as  relates  to  these  matters  to  that 
which  Mr.  Bede  drew  by  order  of  court  to  be  used  in  y*^  case  between  Bow  & 
Rolfe  >Scc.)  Shews  that  part  of  Suncook  which  Bow  claims  lying  to  y  west- 
ward of  Merrimack  River  is  a  good  d(>al  larger  than  that  on  y"^  east  side  there- 
of which  is  now  Pembroke  &  consequently  large  enough  for  a  good  Parish  & 
as  to  y*  Rest  I  can  only  say  that  we  have  upwards  of  an  Hundred  Families 
settled  within  it  upon  y"  claim  of  Rumford  &  so  far  as  I  know  they  to  a  man 
desire  to  be  joiiv>d  in  y*  Incorporation  —  as  to  any  that  had  Petitioned  to  be 
laid  to  N'ew  Hopkiiuon,  couM  be  only  those  w'.io  settled  under  that  part  of 
Grant  wiiich  BowcL-ims  —  if  then-  are  any  of  our  People  that  petitioned  for 
that  it  must  be  E/.ckiel  Dimond,  Daniel  Chase,  Juner  &  Jonathan  Chase 
■which  I  believe  Col°  Gotfe  knows  are  y«  only  Families  which  are  at  all  handy 
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for  Hopkinton  but  I  ilare  be  coiUidont  that  not  onf  of  tlicni  or  any  else  of 
our  people  have  .foined  in  that  Tetitiou  but  if  they  have  tlieir  Names  are  on 
File  —  and  wliiist  we  have  tiius  above  an  Fluiidred  FaniiHe.s  united  in  a  re- 
quest for  tliis  Incorporation  there  is  not  a  sjnu'le  Family  tliat  I  Unow  of  set- 
tled upon  y  Land  whieli  we  claim  excipt  .Stinson.  it  I  doiit  mistake  Ids  name 
wlio  lives  on  y  soutli  east  corner  of  our  Township  iV:  is  already  taken  into 
Pembroke  and  if  that  corner  stiil  remains  to  Penibrnki'  we  shall  make  no  ol)- 
jeetion  —  there  are  morM)Ver  aiiout  ten  of  our  Families  which  are  without 
Bow  claim  tt  consequently  pay  nothing  of  the  Tax  which  lies  so  heavy  on  y^ 
rest  but  they  are  so  situated  as  not  to  be  convenient  for  them  to  be  laid  to 
any  of  y*' Borderini:  Towns;  please  to  coniunicate  this  Letter  if  you  think 
proper,  with  my  dutiful  respects  to  y*'  Ifou''''^'  asseml)ly  —  I  should  have 
waited  upon  them  y  1"'  of  May,  but  am  unable  —  as  to  the  Truth  of  y  Facts 
it  must  be  collected  from  your  own  minutes  etc. 

I  am  S""  your  most  obedient  Humble  serv* 

TiM"    \VAI,Kh:K. 

non'''o  Henry  Sherburn  Es'i' 


Ne\v  HamV    1  ■^"  ^^^^  liousn  of  Pepreseutatives  May  3'^  1TG4. 

This  Petition  being  read 

Voted  That  what  the  said  town  of  Bow  is  now  in  arrears  for  the  Province 
tax  be  collected  agreeai)le  to  an  Act  passed  the  second  of  June  17*);!  that  the 
Inhabitants  settled  on  the  lands  lietween  said  Bow,  Canterbury  »t  New  Hop- 
kinton  (except  such  as  are  already  polled  off  to  Pemin'oke  ».t  New  Hopkinton) 
be  taxeil  cV-  pay  their  proportion  thereof  tt  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bow  with 
the  inhai)it;u)ts  on  all  the  lands  between  said  Bow,  Canterbury,  Boscawen, 
New  Hopkinton  (Except  such  as  are  already  polled  of  to  Peml)roke  &  New 
Hopkinton)  meet  togeather  some  time  in  the  month  of  June  next  at  Bow  & 
choose  all  necessary  Otiicers  lor  assessing  it  Collecting  the  annual  province 
Tax  ifc  for  transacting  all  other  town  alfairs  &  afterwards  some  time  in  the 
month  of  March  annually  untill  further  orders  of  the  Gen"  Assembly  tfc  that 
be  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

A.  Clarkson,  Clerk. 

Where:is  wolves  luive  of  late  come  down  in  o-reat  Numbers  on 
several  towns  in  this  Province  &  have  DestroyM  many  slieej)  and 
may  probably  do  much  more  I)ama<re  unless  sufficient  Inconratfe- 
ntent  for  Imntiiig  &  killiiii,''  tliem  be  given,  and  as  the  Bnuiity  tor 
killiiio-  tlK-m  given  by  t'le  Laws  of  the  Province  seem  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  ])rcsent  eiiicigency,  therefore 

Resolved  tfc  Voted  Tliat  the  bounty  to  be  paid  out  ot  the  prov- 
ince Trens-^'  tor  every  grown  wolfe  killed  afteithis  date  in  the  cur- 
rant year  in  any  of  the  towns,  Parishes  or  places  wiiliin  this 
Province  where  any  Inhabitants  reside,  shall  be  seven  pounds  ten 
shillings  new  Tenor  on  S:  above  the  titty  shillings  mentione<l  in 
the  act  of  this  Province  Entitled  an  act  tin-  the  Encouraging  the 
killing  of  wolves  to  be  |)aid  by  the  Treasurer  ujion  ;i  certificate 
from  u  constable  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  s:ud  Act  ct  ;i  Certifi- 
cate from  a  justice  of  the  Peace  that  the  party  had  made  solemn 
Oath,  that  sucli  wolf  or  wolves  v,'ere  killed  in  some  Town  or  Place 
in  the  Province  as  ;djove  mentioned.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  P;ige. 

[i'.  391.]  Mr.  Sec^'  came  into  the  house  &  said  he  was  directed 
by  Ids  Excellency  to  prorogue  the  General  Assembly  to  Tuesday 
the  first  day  of  May  next  &  said  accordingly  in  his  Majestys 
name  they  were  prorogued. 
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Tuesday  Mav  V  1764. 
Not  members  .sutticient  to  make  a  house.     Adjourned  till 

Wednesday  May  2''  1764,  p.  m. 

The  Clerk  sent  to  Council  Boanl  to  In([uire  after  all  the  Acts 
&  votes  passed  this  house  lust  sessions,  that  were  not  concurred 
by  the  Council  &  assented  to  by  his  Excellency,  who  returned  & 
said  he  had  DD'  the  Mess''  to  tlie  President,  the  Sec-''  not  being  at 
the  Board. 

[p.  39-2.]  Voted,  That  Coll"  Gotie  &  Major  Richard  Downing 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Ids  Excell-''  to  inform  liiin  there  was  a 
house. 


Thursday  May  3''  17G4. 

The  Hon''"  Xathan'  Barrell  came  down  &  said  liis  Excell-''  de- 
sired the  attendance  of  the  house  at  the  Board.  The  house  im- 
mediately attended  when  tlie  President  Read  his  Excellencys 
speech  to  both  Houses  of  the  l'^  Instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  on 
Hie. 

Governor's  Messaije. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Gov''^  Mess-'.  Vol.  III.,  p.  265.  | 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assonhly  — 

At  the  Instance  of  the  House  of  Representatives  I  was  prevailed  upon  to 
prorogue  you  until  this  day.  hopeini?  to  meet  you  diseugaiied  from  your  pri- 
vate concerns,  that  your  whole  attention  might  he  employed  in  the  public 
service. 

Gentlemen  of  the  .{■'tseinbhj  — 

Since  the  Proroiiation  I  have  not  any  conunands  from  his  Majesty  that  Im- 
mediately concern  you,  so  that  the  common  A:  ordinary  atfairs  of'the  Prov- 
ince are  the  Principal  thinu's  that  lay  before  you,  and  since  the  season  calls 
for  your  diligence  in  discharging  your  duty  to  the  Public,  I  shall  hope  you 
will  make  that  your  principal  object. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Coivtcil  it  of  the  A.-<se)nbbj  — 

The  great  end  of  (Government  is  never  more  fully  answered  than  when  the 
Legislature  unites  in  support  of  the  Honor,  Interest  and  advancement  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Province.  These  are,  and  allways  shall  he  tlie  Standard  of  my 
administration ;  and  if  more  frequent  opportuuitys  liad  presented.  I  should 
have  made  creater  advances  in  those  points,  and  as  they  are  Elegible  in  them- 
selves so  they  would  have  alforded  me  the  greatest  pleasure  tt  satisfaction. 

B.  Wen'tworth. 
Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth 
May  1-'  1764. 

The  Hon'''"  Joseph  Newmarch  Brot  down  tlie  following  acts 
&c  viz. 

Act  for  town  meetings  ct  assessments. 

Do.  for  choice  of  Representatives. 

Do.  Small  Pox. 

Do.  for  easv  partition  of  Lands  or  Real  Estates. 

Do.  Sabbath. 
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Do.  Proprietary  raeetincis. 

The  Albany  a>j;«'nts  ace'*. 

The  vote  for  bounty  on  wolves. 

Henry  Appleton  &  wife's  petition. 

The  petition  of  Benj^  Vivn'. 

The  petition  of  Ichai)od  Bracket. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Baker  &  Phillip  Eastman  (a). 

Ditto  of  Henry  i.^-  Win.  Bostwick  about  Fiiui;  (h). 

Ditto  of  Rowland  De  Paiba  of  .Vlbany  about  do  (c). 

(a)  Jour.  C.  ct  As.sem.  May  2'^  P.  >I.  1764.  The  petition  of  Joseph  Baker 
<fe  Phillip  Eastman,  Collectors  of  the  Province  Taxes  for  the  town  of  Bow 
setting  forth  tliat  they  had  not  been  able  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  tax  & 
Praying  some  further  Time  may  be  allowed  them  ifcc.  ttc.  Read  it  sent  down. 

(6)  The  Petition  of  Henry  Bostwick  vfc  William  Bostwick  of  the  City  of 
Albany  setting  forth  that  James  Flyng  of  Xew  Market  in  this  Province  was 
by  virtue  of  an  Execution  on  a  Judgment  of  the  Superiour  [Court]  in  this 
Province  committed  to  Croal  itc.  that  the  said  Flyng  broke  Goal  tkc.  *.t  Pray- 
ing for  reasons  assigned  they  might  receive  the  debt  due  out  of  the  Treasury 
ifec.  I['>ad  it  sent  down.     \{c)  Petition  of  Roland  De  Paiba.  the  same.] 

[p.  394.]  His  Excellency's  speech  ut'  the  1'''  Instant  to  both 
houses  beuisf  read, 

Voted,  That  Cap'  Thoin'  W"  WaUlron,  John  Wentworth  Esq. 
&  And"'  Ciarkson  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  an  answer  thereto  & 
lay  the  same  before  the  house,  as  soon  as  may  be. 


Friday,  Mav  7'"  1764. 

[p.  396.]  Voted  That  the  Treasurer  send  out  his  warrants  for 
CoUecf-'  y"  Province  Tax  tor  the  currant  y(>ar  which  may  be  paid 
in  species  agreeable  to  the  prices  fixed  to  the  Iblluwiiig  Merchant- 
able Articles  of  the  produce  of  this  Province  viz. 

pr  Hundred, 
pr  Pound 
pr  Bushell 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  pound 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  Ditto 
pr  C^uintle 
pr  Barrel! 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 

pr  Thousand 
pr  Do. 
pr  Do. 


Barr  Iron, 

at 

£6 

Hemp 

at 

'J 

Indian  corn 

at 

10 

Rye 

at 

10 

Peas 

at 

r 

ki 

Winter  Wlieat 

at 

1: 

lU 

Barley 

at 

10 

Pork 

at 

1:    6 

Beef 

at 

:    y 

Flax 

at 

•J . 

Beeswax 

at 

5: 

Baberry  wax 

at 

3: 

Well  tanned  sole  leather. 

at 

4: 

Tallow 

at 

2:     0 

Winter  ifc  spring  cod  tish 

at 

•i 

Pitch 

at 

3: 

10: 

Tar 

at 

2: 

Turpentine 

at 

4: 

White  pine  Joyst 

at 

6: 

White  pine  boards 

at 

7: 

White  oak  two  Inch 

plank, 

at 

25: 
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Sent  up  hv  .Tohn  Hale  Esq.  [concurred.] 

Whereas  by  an  Act  passed  the  first  ot'MarcIi  1760  for  f^mitting 
Fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling-  for  the  Ends  &  purposes  therein 
mentioned  Eisrht  thousand  pounds  of  which  was  Emitted  <hited 
March  1, 1760  ct  the  Reuiainiuij^  seven  thousand  pounds  was  emitted 
Dated  Jan>'  1,  1761,  agreeable  to  said  act  by  which  a  Tax  of  five 
Thousand  pounds  ster^is  to  be  collected  &  paid  into  the  Treasury 
by  the  '2b'-^  day  of  Dec""  next,  &  whereas  large  siinis  of  each  of 
said  Emissions'  have  been  Rec'  into  the  Treasury  by  Bills  of 
[p.  397.]  Exchange  &  Tax  in  the  room  of  other  Bills,  whioh  have 
burnt  to  ashes  in  the  thee  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  whicli 
means  it  will  be  very  dilticult  for  the  Inhabitants  to  {)ay  their 
Taxes  this  jiresent  year  in  the  Individual  ster'  money,  Therefore 

Resolved  &  vote<l  that  the  said  Tax  of  five  thousand  pounds 
ster«*  may  be  collected  &  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  any  of  the  ster^ 
Bills  already  Emitted  by  this  government. 

Sent  up  by  Sam'  Emerson,  Esq.  [concurred.] 

The  Bill  for  Easing  certain  ptr^ons  therein  named,  being 
Quakers,  of  a  Tax  to  which  they  were  a.-sessed  as  in  same  Act  is 
Declared,  having  been  read  three  times. 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted.  S.     II.  8.  S. 

P.  M. 

His  Excellencys  speech  nt  the  1~'  Inst  to  b<jth  houses  was  Re- 
turned this  atternoon  by  Mr.  Stevens.  The  h<)use's  answer  tliere- 
to  this  day  is  on  tile  &  sent  by  Mr.  .Jennes  Sc  Capt.  Fn.st. 

Ansicer  to  his  Ej'cellcncy's  Speech. 
[Copied  from  M.s.  Gov'^  Mess'',  Vol.  III.,  p.  1^67.  | 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

We  Ijfg  leave  to  thank  your  Excell>  for  your  Speech  to  botli  liou.ses  of  y'" 
1^'  lust.  We  are  fully  sensible  that  nothinir  lends  more  to  support  the  true 
Interest  &  Dicrnity  of  the  Government  tlian  a  constant  Harmony  between 
the  respective  Branches  of  the  Legislature.  This  we  aim  at  (fc  this  we  slialt 
strive  tt  hope  for. 

With  the  jireatest  assiduity  and  pleasun^  we  sliall  dispatch  the  business 
before  us  Oc  Halter  ourselves  that  tin-  salutary  inlls  w"''  may  be  laid  before  y'' 
Exceil>  this  sessions  will  pre^seut  a  fresh  opportunity  of  enjoying  those  solid 
pleasures  which  llow  from  acts  of  Benevolence  it  public  spirit. 


[v.  308.]  Saturday  May  ;">"»  1764. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  an  Inventory  of  Starkstown 
made  tlieir  Rep<M't  yestenlay  which  Rt-port  is  on  file,  aiul 

Voted  That  the  petition  of  Caleb  Pau'e  having  Reference  there- 
to be  dismisse<].     Sent  up  by  Col.  Got!e.     [Concurred.] 
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[p.  399.]  Tuesday  May  8">  1764. 

Tlie  Committee  appointeil  to  examine  the  Committee  of  War's^ 
ace"  for  the  year  1762  presented  said  ace''  this  forenoon  with  their 
Report  thereon,  which  was  read  iSc  is  as  folhtws:  viz. 

Portsmouth,  May  7'"  17(>4. 
We  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  <'xainlne  the 
ace'"  of  the  Committee  for  transactiuir  affairs  Kelative  to  the  Expeilitioii  for 
Raising  Troops  for  seeuring  his  Majestys  Dominion  i^-  Con(|uest  in  North 
America  have  caretiilly  Exam''  the  ace'  of  Kichanl  Wiliiril  Esq.  Cliairman  of 
s*!  Committee,  for  tlie  year  1702  ct  find  the  same  well  vouched  iVj  lliuht  cast 
&  that  there  is  a  Balance  due  thereon  in  favour  of  the  Province  of  seven 
hundred  &  four  pouniis  sixteen  shillings  &  three  pence  half  penny  sterling. 

Joseph  Xewmarch   I    n^,,,„-n.^^ 
V     ^r,     I  ,    Comnnttee. 

A.  Clarkson  \ 

£704:  16:  :n-2  Ster-. 

The  said  ace'  :md  the  above  l{e))0rt  beinu^read. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  above  Re]tort  &  I  he  ace*'  tlierein  I'eferred  to  be 
accepted  &  ;i!lo\ved,  that  'Jie  Committee  be  <liscli:ii-ged  from  y" 
Respective  sums  therein  charged  apiinst  them  v.t  that  tliey  ]iay 
the  Biill"  <bie  tliereou  into  the  Treasury  Immediately,  to  l;iy  till 
further  order  of  the  General  Assembly  taking  his  Rec'  tlie?efor. 
Sent  up  by  the  Clerk.     [Concuri-ed.] 

I  p.  400.1     Province  of  I  i)^>4.„  .      4.1     »r„    -r   I'-oi 

XewHamp')  Portsmouth,  May  7.  1.64. 

We  being  a  Committee  appointed  liy  the  Oen'  Assembly  to  oxamine  the 
Treasurers  Ace"'  have  accordingly  examined  the  ace'-  of  George  Jatfrey.  Esq 
Treasurer  of  said  Province  from  the  last  settlem'  which  was  on  the  second 
day  of  Jan-^  1763  up  to  this  Date  wherein  he  makes  a  Ballanc  duo  to  the 
I'rovinc'^nf  tlin-e  hundred  it  fourtei-'n  pounds  twelve  shilliuu's  •'terHnii:  in  gold 
B:dl:ini^<'  of  Five  hundred  A- tv.-i-nty  six  pounds  five  sliiliinu's  <t  four  pence  »t  a 
lialf  penny  ster-  ot  the  Emi-^ions  of  -tiMliu'j;  money  on  the  credit  ot'  this 
Governni'  ;is  w^dl  a  Ball,!;,ri'  of  four  tl.'ousand  Eight  hundred  ct  thirty  nine 
pounds  six  shillings  A-  Ten  p  nee  half  penny  New  Tenor  due  to  the  Province 
it  find  the  same  Ri  zht  cast  it  well  vouched  Except  as  follows,  viz.  That  he 
has  not  accounted  tor  th.e  Province  Tax  for  17();J  it  only  for  about  half  the 
Excise  Ibr  the  years  1702  tt  176o.  it  there  is  still  more  money  to  be  aci-ounted 
tor  by  way  of  Bonds.  Likewis"  the  s''  Treasurer  has  not  accounted  Ibr  the 
outstanding  T.ixes  ns  Piendcied  in  s'  ace'--,  viz.  tor  seven  thousand  on<'  liun- 
dri-'d  it  tuurteeu  pounds  two  sbilliims  ct  six  pence  new  Tenor  it  tor  (nw  hun- 
dred (brty  eii,'lit  pounds  ninetei  n  shillings  ct  six  pence  sterling  whieii  after 
the  several  Ballances  ought  A-  should  be  the  second  Entry  in  his  next  acco'  — 
all  which  is  huml)ly  submitted 

Theod'    Atkiu-on  ] 

J^-   S"''r^  Committee. 

H.  Mierl)urne         [ 

A.  Claikson  J 

The  Treasurer's  Ace'  cc  tin-  ;ibo\e  Rc|K>rt  thci-eon  being  lead, 
Voted  &   Resolved  that  the  said  Treasurer's  ace''  &  the  :ibove 
Report  thereon  be  Rec',  accepted  Sc  allowed,  :md  that  the  Treas- 
urer not  only  charge  himself  with  the  Respective  Ballances  men- 
tioned tlierein  but  witii  the  several  sums  therein  said,  to  be  out- 
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st:indincr-  as  \>v  ]\U  ace'  Reiulered  oi  outstnndiuo:  Taxes  in  his 
next  Acc'  to  be  reml'jred  as  Treasurer  of  said  Province,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  be  allowed  to  charge  the  Governni'  in  his  next  ace' 
Avith  one  hinnh-ed  &  tliirty  tliree  i>ounds  six  shillinus  &  Eig-ht 
pence  ^.ti'rl-  as  Sallary  allowed  liiiii  I'roni  Jan''  -J''  17<)3,  to  the  sec- 
ond dav  ')t'  ]\rav  Instant,  it  beinij  one  year  &  five  months  (at  one 
humh-ed  pound-;  ster-'  f)r  year.     S.    H.  S.  S. 

Sent  up  by  ."Mr.  Jonus  &,  Eniorson.     [Concurred.] 
[p.  401.]     The  petition  of  tiie  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
month  being  re.:d  ("). 

(a)  Jour.  C  it  As-. '111.  Mty  s.  17i54.  Mr.  Frost  from  the  !iou->e  brot  up  the 
petition  ot  the  Selt'ctine-n  of  Portsmoutli  si'ttinu'  forth  tlie  Ini:onveniency  of 
holdiniJ  their  Town  niPotiu:;s  in  the  M-.;etiui;-hou3e,  Sc  desirin;^  Liberty  to 
have  Town  meetin.:s  in  the  State  Hou'^c.  with  a  vote  of  tiio  house  thereon 
settliui:  the  terms.  Ac. 

Voted  That  the  prayer  of  the  ^aid  Petition  bo  granted  in  the 
following  m:i!iner,  viz.  Th.at  the  Town  of  Portsni"  have  Liberty 
of  hohling  their  Town  meetings  for  the  future  in  the  lower  Room 
of  tlie  State  house,  Provided  the  town  at  tlieir  own  Expence  will 
tinisli  in  :i  Decent  <fc  iian.lsome  ni.uiner  the  room  upon  the  lower 
floor  of  the  Sfate  Houst-,  finding  all  the  materials  for  plai.-tering, 
ceiling  &  whatever  is  necessary  that  the  same  may  be  finished  in 
a  woikm.anlike  Jiianne:",  -lud.  cause  the  saiue  t"  be  so  tiiiislicd 
within  a  reasonable  tin:e. 

•Sent  u;'  by  M;ijor  WiiLiht. 

[p.  40i").]  The  petition  of  the  Agfent  of  the  Town  of  Newing- 
ton  jirayiug  lor  a  str;;ight  line  bet-''.'een  them  it  Portsmouth: 

U;'  »M  reading  said  ]>eiition  of  .f.>hn  ICnighr  Esq.  Sz  John  Pick- 
crin  as  a-^ents  t'or  the  i^uish  of  Xe-.\"ingtou  to  iiave  a  strait  line 
from  n  place  called  (.Trr-ys  .it  Piscitaqua  river  to  Pickerius  Farm  .at 
Grciit  liay  as  the  'liviiling  Liise  between  s"'  Xewington  Sz  Port.s- 
mouth,  it  was  .igieed  by  t lie  agents  foj-  both  places  atore^'.  tliat  a 
plan  should  l)e  la.keu  representing  riu'  line  as  it  now  runs  !)t'tween 
said  P-,ri-h  it  P->rt^mouih,  &  the  liiie  pra.ved  for  In-  saiii  petitioj;, 
likewise  till-  F.;rii:s  divided  l)y  l)oth  said  lines  it  wlio  are  th.e  own- 
i-rs,  ifc  the  sever:;!  )«ul)lick  iliginvays  runnii'g  near  I'.ach  'if  s.iid 
lines  &  the  lupuses  standing  on  said  Parm.s,  arid  that  Simeon  Dear- 
i)orn  of  (TixH-nland  bi-  tlu'  surveyor  lo  take  said  [>lan,  who  sii.ill 
take  t»ro  In  liifereni  cliainmen  &  ]>ut  tli  .-m  on  oath,  not  to  be  of 
Portsmouth  or  Xewington.  to  be-  done  as  soon  as  mav  be. 

Voted  That  (lu's.aid  Simeon  ■>'■  iborn  be  it  herel)y  is  aopoinletl 
to  take  s;iid  Plan  itc  it  to  m.-ikc  1J<.  port  to  t!ie  General  Asst-n.biv 
a.s  soorj  as  may  be. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  Uhanchard.     [Goncun-ed.] 
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Thursday,  May  lO"^  1764. 

[p.  407.]  Whereas  the  Cotninittee  tor  Trausactinir  aftaiis  on 
the  part  of  the  Goveinin'  Relative  to  the  Sundiy  lain  Expe.liti.)t\s 
hi  Xorth  America,  have  this  ilay  iiitbrmetl  the  house  that  they 
have  a  Quantity  of  small  arms  &  other  stores  iu  their  Custody 
beloMLjini;  tf)  lliis  Province  &  desired  the  opinion  of  this  h<nise 
to  know  in  what  inatmer  they  wouhl  lia\e  them  ili.^posed  ot', 
Theretbre, 

Voted,  That  they  be  desired  to  liave  tliem  sold  at  Publick  ven- 
t hie  for  the  mjst  they  will  fetch,  ^-iving-  Public  notice  of  time  & 
place  of  sale  in  the  Xevv  Hampshire  (-lazette  tiiree  weeks  succes- 
sively, and  atter  the  proper  charges  arising  by  said  sale  are  de- 
<lucted.  ihat  they  pay  the  Remainder  of  said  money  into  the 
Trea^urv  taking  V'  I'reasnr'-r's  Rec'  therefjr.  there  to  remain  till 
further  "orders  oi  the  General  Assembly,  &  that  siid  Conuuittee 
lay  their  ace'  of  sales  thereof  before  the  house  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Sent  up  by  ]\Iajor  Blancliard.     [Concuri'ed.] 
*    The  petition  ot  the  Iidiabitauts  of  the  Parish  of  Ryecfc  Portsm" 
praying  Leave  for  a  Lottery  to  enable  them  to  purchase  a  highway 
thro'  said  Parish  being  Read, 

Voted,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  &  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly.  Sent  up  l)y  Mr. 
Wiggin. 

P.  M. 

IxvoKi-:  of  Sundry  Weights  &  Measures  shipt  on  board  the 
Treyton,  Captain  Eilmuu(i  CotUn  for  N"ew  England,  iu  ace'  & 
Risque  of  the  Province  oi'  New  nam[)slure  &  consigned  to  select- 
uien  of  said  Province. 

P.  X.  II. 

1  Brass  'oushvU  measure 

1  half  Ijushell        do 

1  peck  do 

1  lialf  peek  <lo  « 

1  (>u:irh'r  pock       do 

1  lull  '[uart  do 

1  pint  do 

i  halt'  pint  do 

1  ;?ill  ('o 

1  hall'  iiill  do 

1  wine  ((uart  standard  measure 

1.5  Brass  Bidl  w^'  from  5tj  to  1  Dram 

Si/.in^  iV  scaliuii  llie  above 

I  large  ife  I  small  sett  of  stamps 


A  Cask. 

£10: 

10 

o: 

l.-S:  '5 

.J . 

10 

•)  • 

1: 

7 

18 

0: 

12 

8 

8 

6 

IS 

m             7 : 

i 

o  • 

7:  '■> 

1: 

1 

oi 


■2  a  C'udk  (f. 
1  Ell  it  yard  1:   H:  '» 

1  Brass  lustrum'  for  siuaging 

Cask  iiy  <;anter  -:     -i 

1  Neat  Strong  Steel  Beam  with  Ropes  &c.  ).  -j .     -j 

Scales  to"  weigh  400=  i 

2  Cask  1^ 


11:  10:  6 
£49:    7:  t> 
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Amount  bfOU(jht  forward  £4i):     7:6 

Charges. 

Entry  shipping  ».t  Bills  of  Lading  7:  6 

Insurance  £50  at  oUs  pr  cent  1 :    5 : 

Sterling  51:    0:  0 

London,  July  30''' 


Errors  Excepted. 

For  Trecothick  &  Thomlinson 


pr  George  Apthorp. 


The  Treasurer's  Receipt  for  the  above  articles  being  lodge  in  the  Treasury, 
which  Rec'  was  v.-rote  on  the  Invoice  ct  is  as  follows:  viz. 

Province  of  N'-w  Hampshire.  April  :>'  1764,  Received  the  above  articles  into 
tlie  Province  Treasury  to  be  used  as  the  (xeneral  Assembly  shall  order. 

pr  Geo.  Jatfrey. 

The  President  Bro't  down  the  original  «t  left  it  with  the  Speaker  of  which 
y^  above  is  a  copy  l^  the  original  sent  up  to  the  Board  pr  the  Clerk. 


FrM:\y  May  im7G4. 

[p.  409.]  Vorcl  That  Col"  We-.wc,  Co^  (Tihaan,  Col"  March 
Capt.  WaUImn,  Major  Blanohar.l,  J<i]in  Hale  Esq'  be  a  Committee 
of  this  house  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  &  conler  with  him  about 
ilivi<lin<r  the  Province  into  Countys  &  to  Inform  him  that  there  is 
:i  number  of  BilLs  of  Great  Consequence  lliat  -an't  possibly  be 
compleetetl  this  week  &  to  <lesire  his  Excellenc}'  to  adjourn  the 
house  to  a  short  day  for  that  TJp.ison. 

P.  M. 

The  petition  i>t  liobert  Tiiompson  praying  relief  in  cert:jin 
deeds  iiiven  by  iiim  of  certain  lands,  t<>  ^Major  Joseph  Smith  Sc 
Thonnis  Che^ley  of  Durham,  beinu  read, 

The  House  t<iok  the  matter  under  co?isideratioii,  and  Ret'er'd 
the  :itfair  to  Captain  Thomas  W'  ^YaMron  &  Andrew  C  larkson 
for  their  Inspective  Kxautinatiou  &  strict  scrutiny  in  order  that 
strict  Justice,  if  possible  may  be  done  to  botii  parties  iL' make  Re- 
port to  this  house  tliereon  as  soon  as  m:iy  be. 


[p.  41(1.]  Saturday,  May  li2'^  1764. 

The  Committee   made  their  Report  on   tlu-  [letition  ot  Robert 
rhomson.  w'*"  was  read  &  is  as  follows,  viz. 


'!•> 


Ports-',  May  11'",  1764. 

Agreeable  to  the  above  vote  we  have  heard  both  parties  A  examined  into  s** 

atfair  and  all  matters  relative  tlna-eto,  Do  ;vgree  to  Report,  that  if  the  said 

Robert  Tompson,  vn  or  befon;  the  lirst  day  of  July  next,  pay  unto  the  s'' 

Smith  it  Chesley  the  sura  of  four  thousand  threehundred  iunl  thirty  six 
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pounds  six  sliillintis.  oM  Tonor,  in  any  of  the  money  on  tlio  Creilit  of  this 
(TOVtTnmtMit,  tluit  the  said  Smith  tt  Phosli-y  shall  he  ohli'^ed  to  uive  unto  the 
s"^  Roliert  their  Deed  or  Dei.'ds  (jf  s''  Lands  as  mmitioni.'d  in  s'-'  petititjn  {not  a 
Warrantee)  and  that  they  at  the  ^ame  time  dtdiver  unto  the  same  Tempson 
all  his  Xotes  of  hand  tliey  have  against  hira  to  this  day:  But  mi  failure 
thereof  the  Lands  mentioned  in  s''  I'etition  shall  hi;  and  remain  the  property 
of  s''  Smith  and  Chesley  for  Ever,  as  they  haviu'^  paid  the  lull  value  thereof; 
and  in  this  case  the  s''  Smith  A  Chesley  shall  on  the  before  mentioned  Day  of 
payment  Deliver  up  unto  the  s''  Koh'  Tompson  all  his  Notes  of  hand  as  abuve 
mentioned,  they  then  havini,'  no  rii;ht  to  Detain  them. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted, 

Thoin*  W'  Waldron 
A.  Clarkson. 

The  said  Petition  &  this  Report  thereon  beint^  rend, 

Voted  &  Resolved  that  tlie  above  Rejxjrt  be  Received  and  ac- 
cepted and  that  tlte  parties  contbrin  thereto.  Sent  up  tor  concur- 
rence.    [ConcurreiL] 

Whereas  .a  Bill  passed  this  house  the  3''  Instant  Intituled  an  act 
for  ascertaining;  what  places  may  send  Representatives  to  the 
CTcneral  Assembly,  with  a  suspende<l  clause  not  to  be  in  force  till 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known,  therefore 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  corres))on<l  with  the 
agents  of  this  Province  at  the  Court  of  Great  Brit.ain  tin-ward  an 
[p.  411.]  authenticated  coi»y  of  said  Bill  luider  the  Province  seal 
to  the  said  agents  &  direct  them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  obtain  the  Royall  approbation  thereof. 

Sent  up  by  the  Clerk  (a).     [Concurred.] 

(«)  Votes,  ace"",  bills  etc.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  iiv  the  Coun- 
cil, from  April  1 1'''  to  May  12'".  lTti4. 

Jour.  ('.  tfc  Assem.  Benjamin  Pai^e,  allowed  for  two  sons  viz.  .Jeremiah  & 
Samuel,  wounded  in  the  >ervice  at  Oswego.  'Ci:  IT:  ti  sterlini:. 

Henry  Appletou's  petition  to  be  allowed  to  sell  real  estate  —  leave  to  brinix 
in  a  bill  &  passed. 

Wyseman  Cla^rijett  Esq.  a>  anient  for  Ichabod  Brackett,  of  New  Market, 
petition  denieil. 

Additional  bounty  on  VVolvrs  heads.  ,^7:  10  Xew  Timor. 

Pi'tition  of  Martha  Pearson,  granted,  for  a  partition  of  a  piece  of  land. 

John  Kobinsun,  allowed  £S  sterl-'  for  service  in  1702,  under  commaiul  of 
Captain  Beedrl. 

Sterling;  bills  of  the  Province  to  be  received  in  payment  of  Ta.xes. 

Supply  Bill  for  grantini;  to  his  Majesty  £;>00U  Xew  Tenor,  passed.  Fidh 
act,  passed. 

An  act  for  the  partition  "f  Real  estate  in  common. 

Governor's  house  n-nt.  allowed  i;2.j0  new  Tenor,  one  year. 

Matthew  Livi-rmore,  as  Attorney  General,  allowed  t:50:         N.  Ten^ 

Hev.  Samuel  Lan;j;dou  l^  Uev.  Sun'  Haven,  each  12:  10         "' 

Theodore  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec'  allowed  :iOO: 

Thomas  Packer,  sluritf  40:  " 

Capt.  Bell,  of  Fort  Wm.  ct  :Mary,  allowed  £50:  9  N'.  Ten"'. 

Also  Capt.  Bell's  muster  roll  allowed,  .ilPiti:  2  X.  Ten"". 

Daniel  Fowle  for  printing,  allowed  £7^):  1. 

Theod.  Atkinson,  jun.  for  books  ^^.-c.  in  his  office,  allowed  £79:  10  old  Tcn^ 

Henry  Sherburne,  Esi|.  allowed  £14:  12:  H  new  Ten''. 

Hon.  Theo.  Atkinson,  for  tellinu  money,  allowed  £10:  10  sterlin;^. 

Act  to  ascertain  a  certain  inheritance,  passed. 
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Bill  for  the  choice  of  Representatives,  passed. 
Quaker  act.  passed. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pascal,  allowed  to  dispose  of  land,  &C. 
Bow  .act  relating  to  coUectim:  arrearages  of  taxes,  passed. 
An  act  to  enable  Ebenezer  Miller  of  Braintree.  Mass.  to  sell  land  in  Bedford, 
N.  H. 

Mr.  Sec-''  cmue  <1owq  &  Infonned  tlie  house  that  he  was  directed 
by  his  Excellency  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  to  Tuesday 
the  12"*  day  of  June  next  &  then  to  meet  at  this  place  at  10 
o'clock  before  noon,  ifc  said  accordingly  in  his  Majesties  name 
they  were  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  June  12''^  1764. 

Not  a  sutticient  number  of  members  to  make  a  house  —  ad- 
journed till 

Wednesday,  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Voted  that  a  messao-e  be  sent  to  the  i)oard  to  Inquire  If  any 
of  the  acts  ifc  votes  that  i»ast  this  house  the  last  session,  laid  be- 
fore them  not  concurred,  ic  if  tiiere  was  any  that  was  concurred 
&  not  assented  to  by  his  Excellency.  The  Clerk  was  sent  up 
with  the  above  Mess'  [a). 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &,  Assem.  There  were  present  of  Iiis  .Majesty's  Council,  at 
this  session. 

His  Excellency  Benning  W'eutworth,  Es(i.  Governor. 
Theodore  Atkinson   1  Joseph  Newmar<ii  ] 

Richard  Wibird  !  ,,  James  Xevin  [^  p. 

John  Downing  [  ^^'^^-  Theodore  Atkinson  jun      (   ^""'l®- 

Daniel  Warner  J  Nathaniel  Barrel!  I 


Thur^d•^y  June  14"^  17ti4. 

The  petition  of  Edw''  Russell  for  himself  i.t  behalf  of  the  Rest 
praying  for  Easm'  of  Taxes  in  Bow  as  paying  towards  their  former 
arrearages. 

[i".  412.]     Upon  reading  the  witliin   Petition,  (r^) 

(«)  Jour.  <".  iV:  Assem.  June  14,  1T'')4.  The  petition  of  Edward  Russell  Sc 
alii  Representing  the  unreasonable  Tax  laid  on  thian  to  pay  th<-  arrearages  of 
said  Town,  their  Poverty  etc.  it  beg  they  may  be  released  from  Paying  the 
Tax  to  arrearages  due  to  the  Province  from  said  Town  of  Bow.  Read  ct  sent 
down  (1 ). 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  the  2''  day  of  the 
sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  first  day  of  August  next 
Sc  that  tlie  Petitioiiers  at  their  own  cost  serve  the  selectmen  of 
Pembrook,    Ezra  Carter   Esq.  and   Capt  John   Chamller  of  said 

(l)See  paid  Petitii)ii  in  Secy's  uftice,  •'  Towns,"  Vol.  I.,  Bow.  —  Ed. 
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Bow,  who  are  by  act  a|)|tointefl  to  make  the  Assessments  foi-  the 
tax  referred  to  in  the  within  petition,  with  a  copy  of  tliis  Petition 
&  order  of  Court  thereon  that  tliey  n'ay  appear  &,  shew  cause  if 
any  they  have  why  the  prayer  thereof  shouhl  not  be  granted; 
and  fui'ther  it  is  Resolved  that  the  Collectors  appointed  for  col- 
lectini;"  said  tax  sliall  forbear  eoliectinij  tlie  proportion  assessed  on 
tlie  within  Petitioners  untill  the  time  herein  appointed  tor  a 
liearing.  S.     H.  S.  S. 

Sent  uj)  by  Maj'  Rlanchanl.     [Conciirre<l.] 

[p.  415.]  'Voted  That  the  Hon''''  Henry  Sherlturne,  Mesheoh 
Wear  I£s((.  Col"  Peter  Oilman,  Gooi'ge  Frost  Ksq.  &  Andrew 
Clarkson  be  a  Committee  of  tliis  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  Hon''''  his  Majesties  Council  to  take  under 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Currency  of  y*  Province  &  what 
may  be  done  tor  establishing  silver  &  gold  as  a  tender  in  Law,  & 
at  Avhat  Rate  it  shall  answer  for  Debts  already  contracte<l  or  any 
other  method  which  may^be  found  most  salutary  for  Establishing 
our  medium  so  that  Justice  may  take  place  ct  oppression  be  pre- 
vented :  Also  to  take  under  consideration  whether  it  woidd  not 
be  proper  in  some  measure  to  Restrain  persons  ti'om  takiTig  so 
large  Interest  as  is  now  commonly  paid  in  the  Province,  and  to 
make  Report  to  the  Gen'  Assembly,  as  so(m  as  may  be. 

Sent  up  by  Christopher  Tappan  Esq.  [Concurred  &  Com"''" 
appointed.] 


Friday  June  15"'  17 64. 

The  petition  of  Col"  Jon*  Moulton  as  Gu.'irdia.n  to  the  children 
of  Nath'  Weare  late  of  Hampton  Falls,  Deceased  being  read,  (a) 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioner  be  heard  thereon  next  Wednesday 
&  that  he  cause  the  mother  of  the  said  orphans  to  l)e  served,  with 
a  coppy  of  this  petition  &  order  of  Court  thereon,  that  she  may 
appear  &  shew   cause  if  any  she   have   why   tlie   pi-ayer   thereof 
should  [not]  be  granted. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  Tappin. 

(Vt)Jour.  C.  &  A-sein.  June  lo,  1704.     "  Dt^sirin.,'  Lib. -rty  to  soil  lanil  for 

the  m;iintL'naue',;  of  urpliaii-i  dec.  as  is  therein  d'^clarO'l."' 

[p.  41t).]  The  Report  of  the  Committee  tor  Revising  the  Inxly 
of  Laws  being  presented  by  tlu'in  this  torenoon  ifc  Read. 

P.  M. 

We  the  Subscribers  bein-.?  chosen  a  ( 'oininittee  to  Exaraino  the  acts  of  this 
Province  as  tiiey  stand  in  the  U'jw  printe«l  L  iw  Book  A-  to  make  Ileport 
thereon  in  order  to  their  beini^  !-Ma>)lislu;d  have  earefully  pnaised  tlie  same  & 
compared  them  with  tlie  acts  in  force  and  have  noted  down  wiiat  variations 
we  have  observed,  setting  down  the  manner  in  which  they  are  expressed  both 
in  the  new  and  in  the  old,  that  the  ditlerence  may  reaiiily  appear  to  be  judged 
of  by  tlie  Court. 
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The  foregoing  (1)  are  all  the  variations  we  find  between  the  old  &  the  new 
Edition  so" tar  as  we  liave  been  able  to  compare,  for  such  as  are  printed  from 
Manuscript  copie  we  could  not  compare  not  havini:  them  in  our  hands  & 
having  considered  the  alterations  as  we  went  along  we  are  of  opinion  that 
two  or  three  of  the  alterations  made  are  not  so  salutary  as  in  the  old  Edition, 
namely  the  alteration  in  the  act  for  mal<inL:  attidavits  out  of  Court  by  the  new 
they  cannot  be  taken  on  account  of  the  distance  from  Court  unless  it  be  20 
miles  from  the  place  of  Tryal.  whereas  by  the  old  they  might  be  taken  if  more 
than  tive  miles  wiiich  we  apprehend  Better, —  so  in  the  Act  for  Kegulating 
Town  i<:  Proprietary  Mcttinu's  liy  the  new  ten  freehoMers  may  Keciuire  a 
[p.  417.]  town  nii'etinu'  to  be  called;  by  the  old  they  mi-ht  have  any  matter 
inserted  in  the  next  warning;  for  a  meeting,  which  we  think  lietter;  In  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  Act  for  makimi  Lanils  c\i:  Tenaments  lyable  to  pay 
Debts  there  is  misprinted  the  word  ottender  for  the  word  officer  which  should 
be  altered  —  So  in  the  Act  tor  Kegulating  the  choice  of  Assembly-men,  by  the 
new  the  application  is  not  to  be  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  unless  the  moderator 
Or  selectmen  are  diviiled  in  opinion,  which  we  apprehend  not  so  well  as  it  was 
before  when  application  was  to  be  made  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  upon  any  de- 
tf  rmination  of  the  moderator  and  selectmen,  these  paragraph.s  we  apprehend 
•t  best  they  should  be  established  as  they  stood  before;  as  for  the  other  altera- 
■ious  we  apprehend  them  to  be  in  general  more  explicit  and  agreeable  to  the 
-plrit  of  the  old  it  that  it  would  be  salutary  to  the  Province  that  they  should 
e  passed  as  a  Body  of  Laws,  all  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Meshech  Weare 
*  Peter  Gilman 

Voted  tliat  the  above  Report  be  Received  accepted  &  allowed 
.^  tljat  a  Bill  be  Iiinnediately  prejiared  agreeable  to  said  Report. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  Tuppan.     [(\)iici'.rre<l  ] 

[p.  41S.]  'Mr.  Sec^  Brot  Down  his  Evcelloncys  Mess''  to  both 
houses  of  this  date  with  the  memorial  of  the  Presidents  Fellows 
of  Hai'vard  College  ])raying  for  some  Reliet  or  grant  for  Building 
1  new  College  &c.  being  read. 

Govtrnors  Jfessaf/e. 
[Copieil  from  MS.  Gov"  Mess"  Vol.  Ill,  p.  269.) 

"iitlnnm  of  the  Council  avd  of  t/ie  Asf<e)nbly — 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  Lay  before  you  tlie  address  of  the  Prosi- 
uent  (t  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge,  in  the  Province  of  the 
Massa<'husi-tts  Bay. 

Tl.'c  misfortune  which  occasioned  this  memorial  is  so  well  known  to  j'ou, 
that  I  need  not  spend  time  in  unrinc;  your  benevolence  on  the  occasion,  and 
wliatever  grant  you  think  consistant  for  you  to  make  will  be  perfectly  agree- 
able to  me  (2). 

B.  Wkntwobth. 
In  Council, 
Portsmouth,  June  lo"'  1704. 

(I)  The  p.Trtinil.ar  variations  are  imt  put  down.— Ed. 

(2>  A  ilistressiiii,'  fiv«  ot'cnrrcl  at  CatiibrMge  on  the  ijrli  of  .January,  17iU.  It  wasiUscov- 
cre<l  )'<<i>u  after  IJ  o\-l.>ik  in  tlie  inori:i;i.'.  in  wliat  was  then  called  the  Old  Oolletre,  or  Har- 
vard Hall,  wliiih  was  i-nlirely  ciinMiiiied.  tnLjctliri-  with  llie  Lihrarv,  ami  tliir  extensive 
PJiilosoiihieal  Ai'iiaratiis.  Sli>uj;liton  and  INIass'ieliiisetls  Halls  were  [iiY~erveil  from  the 
tlarae.s  witli  ureat  dittienlty,  tliey  havini;  i.een  on  tire  several  times.  The  tire  was  supposed 
to  have  oiii^inaled  under  the  lie.utli  iwhieli  was  laid  upon  tiuibei-)  as  it  had  been  kept  up 
Air  a  week  or  more  for  the  aeeonmeMlali  m  of  the  General  I'nurt  tlien  sitting  there.  They 
had  been  driven  from  the  Town  Hall  in  lJ..st,in  by  the  Small  P..x.  Tlie  Library  room  of 
the  college  was  ooeutiiid  by  the  Ci  >vern.)r  and  Co'uneil,  and  tlie  Representaiives  liad  a 
room  t»elow.  Harvard  Hall  was  four  storiis  hi','h,  ninety-seven  feet  in  length,  forty-two  in 
l)reauth,  and  Iiad  been  built  almost  one  hundred  yearn.— /)rake's  Hist.  Boston,  p.  678. 
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Saturday  June  KV"  17(U. 

Tiio  meinoiial  ot"  Edward  Ilolydko.  Pies'  in  the  name  of  tlie 
corporation,  with  the  consent  ol'  the  Hon'''''  »fc  Ivev'  the  Board  (d' 
Overseers,  uravini;  lor  a  u'rant  to  Harvard  ("olleLre,  beinji  reail,  the 
Question  was  put,  Whetlier  the  liouse  would  nrd<e  any  ijrant  &  it 
passed  in  the  attirtnative  —  a  motion  heinsj:  niade  tor  its  hiyini;  till 
a  further  house,  "twas  granted  &  orderM  to  be  heard  next  Wednes- 
day, and  the  Clerk  was  order'd  to  send  to  all  the  members  to  give 
their  attendance. 


[p.  419.]  Tuesday  June  lO""  17(54. 

Voted  That  Richard  Jennis  the  3*^  Esq.  &  Andrew  Clarkson  be 
a  Committee  of  this  house  to  joyn  with  such  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Hon'''"  Board  for  tinishing  the  State  house  that  they  be 
supplyVl  with  money  in  the  Treasury  for  contingencies  &  lay  their 
ace"  of  the  charge  thereof  before  the  General  Assembly  as  soon 
as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  the  Clerk.  [Concurred  and  a  Com"' 
added.] 

P.  M. 

[p.  420  ]  The  Committee  of  the  House  &  Council  attended 
this  afternoon,  in  consequence  of  a  vote  of  this  house  y''  14"' 
Instant  Relative  to  the  stating  of  our  moneys  &  Interest  taken 
thereon  (which  took  the  whole  afternoon.) 


Wednesilay  June  20"^  17(54. 

The  Memorial  uf  Edward  llulyoke,  Presid'  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege (1)  as  well  in  liis  own  name  as  in  the  name  of  others  as 
minuted  on  the  Records  last  Saturday  being  read,  as  well  his 
Excellencys  Mess"^  to  boih  houses  o{'  the  15"*  Instaiit. 

Tlie  House  took  the  niaiter  uniler  consideration,  and  the  Ques- 
tion being  put  Whether  tiie  house  would  reconsider  the  Question 
(relative  thereto)  Last  Saturday,  which  past  in  the  Attirmative, 
and  it  past  in  the  negative,  <fc  all  the  alfair  being  sett  on  foot 
again,  &i  after  many  debates  thereon  &  the  subject  matter  thereof 
maturely  considered, 

R(?solved  &  Votetl,  That  there  be  granted  toward  Restoring  y' 
Philosophical  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  said  society  three  hun- 
dred pounds  sterl- to  be  ])aid  unto  the  memorialist.  That  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  Act  of  governm'  for  Drawing  Bills  on  tlie 
agents  of  this  Province  at  London  be  &  are  hereby  directed  & 
Impowei'M  Immediately  to  draw  Bills  for  said  sum  on  the  said 
agent  in  favour  of  the  memorialist  for  the  use  aforesaid.  Sent  up 
by  the  clerk.     [Concurred.] 

(l)Tliis  memorial  has  not  l;eea  t'ounil.— Kd. 
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Thursday  June  21"  1764. 

[p.  421.]  This  forenoon  was  taken  up  in  Conference  about  di- 
viding the  Province  into  Countys  &c.  &  after  sundry  Debate? 
tliereon,  the  house 

Voted  That  Col"  Weare,  Col°  Giltnan  ct  Mai<->r  Blanchard  be  a 
Committee  of  this  house  to  waite  on  his  Excellency  &  confer  with 
him  thereon  &  make  Report  to  this  house  as  soon  as  may  be. 


[p.  422.]  Friday  June  22'  1764. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  waite  on  his  Excellency  yesterday 
to  confer  with  him  about  Dividing  the  Province  into  Cuuntys,. 
who  inform'd  the  house  this  fprenoon  that  they  had  Deliver'd  y^ 
Mess*  &  his  Excellency  said  he  would  take  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration. 

P.M. 

The  petition  of  all  the  members  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  &  his  Majestys  Council  praying  for  a 
Township  of  land  below  &  adjoining  to  Ilaveihill  on  Connecticut 
River,  bfiiig  read — 

[p.  42.S.]^  Voted  That  Coll°  Clem'  March,  Col°  John  Goffe 
Major  Ricii'^  Downing  &  Samuel  Emerson  Esq"  immediately  wait 
on  his  Excellency  with  said  petition. 

Sundry  arguments  &  Debates  in  tlie  house  this  afternoon  of 
consequence  to  the  Governm'  Relative  to  sundry  acts  to  ])e  past 
tor  the  good  of  the  C<nnmunity.  such  as  the  Act  f  )r  settl^'  a  medi- 
um, state-  the  currency  tor  a  lawful  tender,  state-  y'^  per  cent  of 
Interest  &c.  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  poor  Prisoners  &c.  the  Bill 
tor  Regulating  &  Establishing  the  assize  &  price  of  white  Loaf 
Bread  &  Bisket  &q.  it  ail  ordered  to  be  prc]>ar(d  a^rainst  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Assemblv. 


Saturday,  June  2:>''  1764. 

The  Committee  ap]iointed  of  yesterday  to  wait  on  his  Plxcel- 
lency  Relative  to  the  houses'  pilition  for  a  Township,  did  accor- 
dingly waite  on  his  Excellency  last  evening  Sc  this  morning  made 
their  Report  w'''  was.  That  his  Excellency  said  the  Petitioners 
jirayer  should  l)e  granted.  The  house  Immediately  took  said  Re- 
port under  consideration,  a  motion  was  made  by  the  Speaker  to 
know  the  mimU  of  the  house.  Whether  they  would  vote  in  the 
Heirs  to  the  Estate  of  Eleazer  Russell  Esq.  late  a  member  of  tlie 
present  house,  who  deceased  since  the  last  meeting  of  this  house, 
a  share  in  sai<l  Township,  &  it  past  in  the  athrmative  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  &  on  a  motion  V)eing  made  liy  a  member,  secondM  & 
tliird'd  that  Ezekiel   Gmnmer  the   present  doorkeejier  might  be 
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\(it<'<l  in  as  a  proprietor  in  s;ii^l   'ro\vii>lii|),  S:.  it    passed   in  I  lie  at- 
fiiiiiative,  .and 

Voted  that  Coh  CU'ineiit  '>[ai'ch  K-q.  hi-  appointiMl  S:  Ik-  is 
hei-eby  aiipi^iutt'd  in  In'lialt'  "f  t  he  house  to  see  to  &  ni;ike  dili- 
Lieii'-e  to  Lfet  the  c-harter  tor  said  'ri>\vnxliip  coniph'ated  acjreeable 
ti)  fiif  prayer  of  said,  nelition. 

[i-.  -i-Jd.i  Whereas  the  Sterlin-'  Hills  emitted  on  thr  Cre«lit  of 
this  Governni'  in  \hv  yv.iv  17<U,  ITtJi',  I7(i3,  are  to  be  redeeniM  in 
silver  or  .i;<)l«l  or  Bills  of  Kxchany'e  in  order  to  keep  up  the  credit 
thereof,  &  in  coiuplyance  witli  the  several  nets,  it  is  absolatelv 
necessary  that  the  Treasury  shouh!  be  supply'd  with  silver  or  uokl 
to  exchanue  sucli  oi'  the  Bills  as  may  be  'ten<IerM  for  that  End, 
by  the  i''xehanLte  of  which  the  silver  or  y-old  niav  have  a  lontrer 
circulation  in  the  Province  tt  be  longer  continued  amon"  us  as  a 
medium  of  Trade,  Therefore, 

Resolved  tt  Voted,  That  the  Committee  ap[>ointed  to  draw 
bills  on  y""  Ag-ents  of  this  Province  at  LomUju  be  &  hereby  are 
<lirected  &;  Im])owered  to  draw  on  the  s''  a^^ents  tor  a  Suiri  not 
e.vcee'ling  one  Thousand  pounds  sterlini,^  to  be  by  them  dispose<l 
of  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  Province  f)r  silver  A;  Lfold  to  be 
I>ai<l  into  the  Treasury  &  there  lay  for  the  Redemption  of  s;iid 
Sierlino-  Bills  of  Credit  as  the  General  Assembly  niav  (.rder. 

Sent  up  by  the  Clerk.     [Concurred.]  "     S."   II.  S.     S. 

[i>.  4'26.]  The  Committee  ai^pointed  by  vote  of  this  house  to 
Inspect  into  the  Laws  of  this  Governm'  lately  re|)orteil  tt  to  m.ake 
Report  ot'  their  doings  therein  as  soon  as  may  be,  what  tliey 
thought  might  i)e  advisable  &  most  salutary  lor  the  government 
for  this  house  to  do  i-elative  to  their  |)assing' an  Act  to  Kstablisli 
l!ie  same  as  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  Presented  their  ace'  of 
their  time  &c  this  ti>renoon  amounting  to  ei'j:ht  Pounds  sterl*^ 
wliich  was  read,  and 

Voted  unanimously  th.it  said  Ace'  being  equal  to  lifry  pound.s 
new  tenor  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Hon'''"  Meshech  W'eare  Ks(^ 
or  his  order  for  the  use  o;'  said  Committee  out  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  tor  contingencies.  Sent  up  by  Sam'  Eniers(jn.  [Con- 
curred] {a). 

(('.}  (JtlitM-  viites.  Bills  itc.  pa^5<e(l  )iy  thr,  house  and  concurrcil  by  tho  ('uun- 
ci],  from  Juue  14"'  to  June  2;>'  1764. 

Win.  ■Ji'nlviiis  petition  for  a  re-hearins:  in  a  oauso  in  law.  t,'runtetl. 

Arclii'l  uis  Moor  petition  to  h>i  sft  otl'  to  Canterbury  A:c.  licariuii  trranted. 

Thouuis  Leniiinu'.  a  solilier,  allowed  waives. 

Ezra  Carter's  patition  —  a  liearin;^  szrautod. 

Bill  incorporatiu'^  a  new  Parish  In  westerly  part  of  Brentwood. 

Reprirt  of  Coiii^'^"  for  telliui^  money  in  the  Treasury — accepted  it  aoc' of 
•aid  Committee  allowed. 

Solomon  llutchins  of  Amherst,  allowed  £2  sterling  for  money  burnt  up  in 
his  house. 

James  FuUerton,  of  Chester,  allowed  £10  old  Tenor  for  money  i)urnt  up  in 
his  liouse. 
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[p.  4-7.]  Mr.  Sec''  ciine  into  the  house  <fc  said  he  was  directed 
by  his  Excellency  to  inibnu  the  house  that  he  was  ordered  to  ad- 
jo'iirn  y"  to  Tuesduy  the  2P'  of  Aug^'  next,  &  then  to  meet  at  the 
State  house  at  10  o'clock  before  noon,  &  that  tlie  atren. lance  of 
all  the  members  was  desired  at  that  time  to  Enter  on  Business  of 
Great  Importance,  &  Accordingly  said  in  his  Majesties  name  they 
were  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  August  -JT'  1764, 

His  Excellency  by  his  jn-oclamation  in  the  Xew  Hampshire 
Historical  Chronicle  of  August  17,  1764,  Xumber  411.  did  further 
adjourn  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  Tuesday  the 
second  day  of  October  next,  then  to  meet  at  Portsmouth  in  said 
Province  at  Ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  &  all  persons  concerned, 
are  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

XOTE. 

[The  General  Assembly  wa?  still  further  aiijournod  till  Tuesday.  10-'^  Xov"" 
1764;  Then  to  Wednesday  December  2t)"\  when,  '•  it  beiui^  a  violeut  storm  of 
snow  not  members  enoui^h  lor  a  house;"  then  adjourned  to  Dec  27"',  '"the 
storm  continuing  violent:"  then  to  DeC  2S"\  "the  storm  crir.tiuuing;"  to 
29'*^,  30"^,  31"  "  the  storm  still  continuing  and  not  members  enou.i;ii  come  to 
town  to  make  a  house;"  .January  I'*'  17ti5,  '"The  Travelling  so  Excessive  bad 
the  members  could  not  get  in  iS:  many  that  did  was  obliged  to  come  with 
Rickets;'"  Jan-^'  2'^  •'  bad  trav.  iiing;"  Jan-''  3'\  "still  bad  travelling;"  Jau>'  4-'^ 
'•  not  members  sufficient  to  maice  a  house  come  in  yet."' — Ed.j 


[p.  429.]  Saturday,  January  5""  176.5. 

The  Clerk  was  advis'd  to  write  to  all  the  absent  members  to 
give  their  attendance  next  Monchay  without  tail,  w'^''  was  done, 
some  sent  ])r  the  members,  the  other  Letters  sent  by  way  of  Ex- 
press ])y  Hubbard's  man. 

[p.  4o0.]  The  travelling  still  continuing  very  bad  &  dilKcult 
(no  house  till) 

Tuesday,  Jun-^  8">  1765. 

A  Letter  from  a  Committee  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts &  another  Letter  from  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  Colony  uf  Rhode  Island,  directed  to  the  Speak""  ot  this 
house  Relative  to  send^  a  Remonstrance  home  for  Endeavoring  a 
Repeal  of  the  sugar  Act  preventing  a  stamp  Act  or  any  other  Im- 
positions and  Taxes  upon  this  &  the  other  American  Coloneys  Soc, 
&c.  being  read  (1), 

The    Hon''*  Daniel  Warner  &  Joseph  Newmarch    Esq.  came 

(1)  These  letters  hare  not  been  found.— Ed. 


1765.]  JOURNAL   OF   THE    HOUSE.  51 

down  tfc  s:iul  His  Excellency  ikvsireil  tlie  altendunce  at  tiie  Coun- 
cil Board.  The  Speakei"  witli  the  house  attended  at  the  Buunl, 
when  the  President  read  his  Kxcellency's  Mess"  to  Both  Houses. 

Gooernors  JTessage. 
[Copied  froiu  MS.  Gov''  Mess''  Vol.  Ill,  p.  271.] 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  <t  of  the  Asseinhly  — 

1  should  not  have  met  you  in  General  Assembly  at  this  Inclement  season, 
had  I  not  tlioui^lit  it  necessary  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to  perii-i't  such 
votes  tV:  licsolutions  as  remain  unfinished,  the  period  tor  dissolviun  the  pres- 
ent Assembly  being  near  at  hand. 

Mr.  Speaker  ifc  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

1  have  authority  from  the  President  &  overseers  of  Harvard  Colleije  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  ample  provision  is  made  for  replacing  the  Philosophical  Ap- 
paratus by  another  hand,  so  that  the  donation  intended  by  this  Government 
for  tliat  use,  can  be  of  no  service  as  your  vote  now  stnnds,  unless  you  think 
prop  -r  to  enlarge  it,  which  I  persuade  niyseif  you  will  readily  do,  iiy  semliug 
up  a  vote  that  tlie  money  intemled  as  a  donation  for  the  apparatus  shall  be 
made  use  of  to  purchase  a  Library  of  books,  wliicli  are  to  be  distinguished  in 
the  Public  Library  by  the  name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Library,  &c.  allsothat 
the  New  Hampshire  students,  as  soon  as  they  are  qualihed  to  take  books  out 
of  tlie  Lil)rary  shall  have  the  preference  in  using  the  books  oi  that  Library; 
your  donation  by  this  metliod  will  be  tixed  on  a  more  lasting  foundation  thun 
if  applied  to  the  apparatus,  and  when  you  have  duly  weigiied  my  proposal,  1 
shall  hope  for  your  concurring  with  my  sentiments. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assenibbj  — 

If  I  can  contribute  to  tlie  dispatch  of  the  Public  l)usiness,  or  be  any  ways 
assistini:  therein,  I  shall  embrace  every  opportunity  that  presents  consistant 
with  duty  to  my  Royall  Master's  commands. 

B.  Wentworth. 
Uouncil  Chamber  in 
Portsmouth,  December  27">  1764. 

The  House  took  the  Province  Taxes  under  consideration  (for 
the  year  1764  &  1765)  &  come  to  the  following  Resolve 

Whereas  by  several  Acts  made  &  passed  in  this  Province  for 
emitting  of  Sterling  Bills  of  Credit,  there  is  a  Tax  laid  on  tfie 
Poles  &  Estates  within  said  Province  of  Five  Thousand  pounds 
sterling,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  "he  "iS"*  Day  of  Decem- 
ber 1764,  and  also  a  Tax  of  Five  thousand  pounds  sterling  on  the 
[p.  431.]  Poles  &  Estates  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  25"' 
Dec'  1765,  neither  of  which  Taxes  are  yet  paid  in  or  collected, — & 

Whereas  by  the  Acts  for  Etnitting  said  Bills  in  the  year  1760 
&  1761,  It  is  provided  that  in  case  the  Agent  of  this  Province 
shall  at  the  respective  Periods  have  any  money  in  his  hands  l^e- 
longing  to  the  Province,  the  same  or  sufficient  part  thereof  shall 
be  improved  for  the  calling  in  &  sinking  said  Bills,  &  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  for  drawing  Bills  on  the  Agent  ov  the  major 
part  of  them  Impowered  to  Draw  Bills  on  said  agent  for  sinking 
the  said  sterl"  Bills,  &  that  in  such  case  the  said  Tax  should  be  re- 
mitted or  lessen'd  in  Proportion  to  what  the  said  Committee 
should  be  enabled  to  draw  for  &c.     And 
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Whereas  it  appears  bv  the  Auonts  Ace"  now  laid  before  the 
General  Assemblv  that  there  is  money  enoutjh  in  his  hands  be- 
longing to  the  Province  to  sink  all  the  sterling  Bills  emitted  in  the 
said  vMrs  17(50  &  1701  now  Extant, 

Resolved  &  Voted,  That  the  said  Tax  of  five  Thousand  Pounds 
sterl"  to  be  paid  by  the  '25"^  Dec^  1704  &  the  Tax  of  Five  Thou- 
sand pounds  ster-  to  be  collected  &  paid  by  the  llo"^  of  Dec''  170.), 
be  remitted  &  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  Draw  Bills  on 
the  aii-ent  immediately  draw  Bills  for  sinking  ;ill  the  stei-^'  Bills 
Emitted  in  the  said  year  1700  &  1701.  that  may  be  now  Extant, 
&  that  they  crive  publick  notice  thereof  in  the  C4azette  as  soon  as_ 
mav  be,  &  that  the  Treasurer  forthwith  notify  the  Selectmen  of 
the' Towns  So  Parishes  where  his  warrants  have  been  sent  for  col- 
lecting of  the  s'^  Tax  tov  the  year  1701,  that  the  said  Tax  is  not  to 
be  collected  or  paid,  &, 

Whereas  there  is  the  sum  oi'  Twelve  Thousand  Pounds  sterl^ 
belonging  to  this  Province  in  the  publick  stocks  at  London  un<ler 
the  care  of  the  agents,  It  is  further  Resolved  &  Voted  that  it  be 
sold  out  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  &  the  produce  thereof 
Improved  for  sinking  the  Remainder  of  the  sterl'  BilU,  &  all  the 
other  Bills  of  Credit  now  circulating  in  the  Province. 

Sent  up  by  Mess"*  Frost,  Wright  &  Jennes.     [Concurretl.] 


[p.  432.]  Wednesday,  .Jan>  (r-^  170"). 

Sundry  members  iipplyed  to  be  set  down  tor  Monday  last  they 
having  come  from  home  in  order  to  attend  on  the  Assembly,  but 
the  travelling  still  being  bad  could  not  get  to  towii  till  yesterday, 
&  the  house  allowed  them  to  be  set  d  jwn  ;  &  t'aus  in  the  like  case 
it  often  happens  that  there's  not  members  Enough  to  make  a 
house,  as  mav  apj)e:ir  l)y  the  minutes,  Sc  yet  a  number  siifKcient 
set  down  in  the  collum  of  that  Day  for  their  allowance  ifec.  This 
minute  is  niaile  that  in  case  any  member  should  co!u|)air  both  the 
above  minutes,  they  might  easily  see  the  Reason. 

P.  M. 

[i'.  4;):>  ]  The  petition  of  Barnstead  it  Chichester  praying  for 
a  Com"'''  to  Establish  their  Boundaries,  being  read, 

Voteil,  That  the  jtrayer  thereof  be  graute<l,  ifc  that  the  llon'''^ 
Me>hech  Weare,  John  Wentworth  Es(i.  &  Lieut  John  M'Dutley 
be  a  Committee  ot  this  house  to  joyn  with  such  as  may  be  ap 
|)ointedl)y  the  lion'''"'  Board  to  perambulate  ifec.  the  lines  between 
the  >aid  Townshi[)S  &  make  Re[Mn"t  of  their  doings  therein  to  the 
General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be,  ifc  that  they  notify  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  several  Towns  interested,  of  the  tinie  of  such  per- 
ambulation &c. 

Sent  up  by  the  Clerk.     [Read  &  concurred]. 
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Friday,  Jan^  11"'  1705. 

[p.  487.]  Wlierens  tlio  nifents  for  tliis  Province  at  the  Court 
of  Groat  Britain  have  apfiriso'l  tlie  GovcrnnuMit  that  Pursuant  to 
an  order  of  the  Kiirht  Hon*"'"  tlie  Lords  Conunissionors  of  his  Maj- 
ostys  Treasui-y  S:  an  aiireeniriit  made  by  tlie  nuents  of  the  several 
Provinces  or  Colonies  in  North  America,  the  Province  of  Pensil- 
vania  is  to  pay  unto  this  Province  the  sum  of  five  liundred  &  five 
pounds  eiglitecn  shilling-s&  six  pence  sterling  ])art  of  ten  tliousand 
nine  liundred  forty  seven  pounds  sterl-  wiiich  was  paid  to  the  saiil 
Province  of  Pensilvania  mure  than  t  lie  true  Proportion  of  a  grant 
of  Parliament  made  to  tlie  s''  Provinces  or  Cuh:)nies  in  the  year 
1701  for  tlu'yeiir  17<>n 

Ke^olved  ct  Vi;ted  that  the  lion''"' Theoduie  Atkinson,  Ilichaid 
Wil)ird,  ITenry  Slierbunie.  c'c  Me>hech  Weai'e  Esq.  the  Committee 
ajipointed  to  draw  Bills  of  Kxchiuige  t^r  sinking  Bills  of  Credit 
of  this  Province,  or  the  major  part  of  tliem  he  &  they  hereby  are 
Ini]>owered  to  Draw  Bills  of  Exchange  tor  the  said  sum  of  five 
hundred  it  live  pounds  eighteen  sliillings  &  six  ])ence  sterb'  &  ixive 
])roper  discharge  tlu'refor,  that  the  Bills  of  Exchange  be  disposed 
of  for  silver  &  (4old  to  be  paid  into  tiie  Treasury  for  the  Redemp- 
tion of  the  sterl-  IjIUs  of  Credit  of  tliis  Province  emilteil  in  the 
vear  1700  X'  1701.  S.     II.  S.     S. 


Saturday,  Jan-^  IS-'"  1705. 

[i'.  488.]  Vester.liy  Mis  Excellency\^  Mess'^  of  the  -iT""  ultimo 
was  Mead,  &  a  motion  being  made  that  tlie  vote  which  passed  the 
house  .Tune  the  "JO-''  17ti!r  tor  granting  three  liundred  pounds  stei'l^ 
for  liestoi'ing  the  Philoso]»hical  Apparatus  to  Harvard  College  in 
Cambiiclge  in  the  Massaehusetts  Bay,  should  be  sent  fjr  to  the 
Council  Board,  Mi-.  S[)eai;er  saying  there  was  not  a  house  suffi- 
cient then  present  to  sen  1  ibr  it,  as  the  house  did  not  consist  of  so 
many  menrocis  this  day,  a-,  when  s''  vote  passed  S:  that  'twould 
be  breaking  through  all  liules  of  the  house  to  send  t'or  said  vote 
with  a  uiiiiitr  &,  sundry  others  of  the  house  accpiiesced  therein, 
But  was  overruled  &.  a  Mess"  sent  to  the  Board  to  desire  that 
said  vote  might  be  serit  down  to  the  house — 

[\\  439.]  The  Sec'  Brot  down  said  vote  Relative  \o  Harvard 
College,  Delivered  it  to  the  Speaker  saying  that  when  the  house 
had  made  \\hat  use  of  it  they  should  <ee  meet  that  the  Council 
expected  said  vote  Returned  to  them. 

This  lijrenoon  his  Ivxcellencys  l\Ie>.v'  to  both  houses  of  the  27"" 
ultimo  was  again  read  it  the  vote  of  this  house  of  the  20"'  June 
1704  for  granting  three  hundre.I  pounds  steii'  to  Harvard  College 
in  the  Mas^''  Bay  foi'  ))urehasing  a  Philoso]iliical  Apparatus, 

The  house  t()ok  the  matter  under  consideration  &  atter  many 
Debates  theretui  came  to  the  fallowing  vote, — 

Voteil,  That  whereas  there  is  not  so  many  nu^mbers  now  present, 
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as  there  was  when  said  vote  for  £300  stei'^  was  scranted  for  sup- 
plying the  PhiUjsophical  Apparatus  at  Harvaid  College  in  the 
Mass*  Bay,  that  'twouhl  be  breaking  tlirougli  all  Rules  of  this 
house  to  act  on  it  now,  Therefore 

Voted  That  the  detennination  thereof  be  put  olFtill  some  time 
next  week  &  the  Clerk  is  hereby  ordered  to  write  to  all  the  ab- 
sent members  to  ^ive  their  attendance  next  week  witliout  fail 
(which  the  clerk  obeyed)  by  sending  Letters  to  each  of  them. 

[p.  440.]  Col"  ]March  was  desired  by  the  house  to  waite  on  his 
Excellencv  (with  their  duty  to  him)  tor  the  charter  of  a  Town- 
ship to  beViven  to  this  house,  <fc  to  thank  him  in  the  name  of  this 
house  so  tar  as  it  was  authenticated. 


M.mday  Jan-^   14"^  17G5. 

[p.  441.]  The  Ch.'utcr  for  the  Town  of  Piermont  granted  by 
his  Excellency  to  the  Council  &  Assembly.  &  a  number  of  others, 
was  Delivered  to  the  S|>eaker  by  Col"  March,  which  was  read. 


Wednesday  Jan-^'  16"^  1765. 

[p.  44.'{.]  The  pjtui(jn  of  suixb^y  persons  from  Dover  for  an 
allowance  for  charge  &  exj^enses  for  taking  up  &  attend'^'  on  sun- 
dry persons  suspected  to  have  counterfeited  the  Bills  of  this  Gov- 
ernm*  etc.  as  thei'cin  mentioned,  b(>lni:-  read, 

Voted,  That  the  llon'"^-  3Ieshech  Weare  Esq.  tfc  Clem' March, 
Esq.  be  a  Committee  of  this  house  to  exjuuine  into  said  acc'^  &c. 
&  make  reptirt  to  this  house  as  soon  as  may  be,  wiiat  they  thought 
would  be  best  tor  the  house  to  do  thereon. 


[r.  444.]  Thursday  Jan>  17"^  1705. 

Presi<lent  llolyoke's  memorial  —  lieiu'j  read  the  house  took  the 
matter  under  consideration  it  after  many  Debates  &  Deliberations 
thereon,  In  the  midst  of  whicli  Mr.  Sec^'  came  <lo\vn  &,  said  the 
Council  desired  that  the  vote  of  .Tniie  last  for  granting  £  .300  str'^ 
to  the  Colleilge  tor  Restoi'ing  the  IMiilosojdiic  Aj)))aratus  might 
be  returned  to  the  Council  Board,  the  house  took  that  matter  un- 
iler  consideriition  S:  atter  many  Debates  thereon, 

Voted,  that  it  be  sent  up  to  the  Council. 

Sent  up  by  Mess"  Giddings  it  Tajq.in.  After  this  ct  many  De- 
bates thereon  it  was  j.ut  to  vote.  Whether  the  house  would  alter 
the  approj)riation  of  said  grant  for  any  use  to  said  Colledge  of 
Harvard,  &  it  past  in  the  athrmative. 


1705.1 
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P.  M. 

[p.  445.]  The  house  being  met  &  all  the  mcnihers  present  this 
ufteniooii  as  in  the  forenoon  a  motion  beinu'  nuule  that  the  vote 
for  ^-ranting  .f300  ster«  to  Ilarvanl  C'.lk'(lgc  sent  up  in  the  fore- 
noon by  Messrs.  Giddings  &  Tappin  tnight  be  rociilled  by  a  Mess* 
from  this  liouse  requiring  the  same  as  the  Right  S:  piivile-lge  of 
tliis  house,  many  arguments  &  l)c-l)ates  arose  thereon  and  finally 
it  past  in  the  negative,  after  whicli  the  following  vote  was  Read  : 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  <>n  the  •^0"' of  June  Ir.st  <jranted 
the  s'lm  of  three  hundred  ]iounds  ster"  towards  tlie  Ro<tuiing  the 
Phiioso]>hical  Apparatus  of  Harvard  Colledge  lately  destroye-l  by 
fire,  &  Whereas  his  Excellency  the  Gov"^  is  pleased  in  his  Mess"  of 
the  !27"'  of  Dec'  last  to  inform  tlie  liMiise  y*  --he  has  authority  from 
"the  President  &  Overseers  of  s^  Colledge  to  acquaint  the  house 
"that,  am])le  provision  is  made  for  refilacing  the  Philosf)phical  ap- 
"paratus  bv  .-inother  hand,  so  that  the  <l(-uation  Intended  by  this 
"Q,)vt.,-nm'  for  that  use  can  be  of  no  service  as  the  vote  now 
"stands,  Src. 

Resolved  &  Voted,  that  if  his  Excellency  the  Governor  thinks 
i;voper  to  consent  to  the  grant,  the  money  may  be  afijilyed  towards 
re]iairing  the  Loss  of  the  Libr;iry  by  pu'-chasing  of  suitable  books 
for  the  use  of  the  Soeietv.     Sent  up   bv  the  Clerk.     [Concurred.] 

s.    n.  s.    s. 

[p.  446.]  A  Letter /br  Jacob  Bailey  directe<l  to  the  Hon'^'^ 
General  Couit  lor  the'  Province  of  New  Hamp'  Convened  at 
Poitsmouth  jiraying  ti)r  a  Road  from  this  to  Coos  at  the  Province 
expense  or  othm'wise  bci'ig  read, 

Ordered  to  lav  till  tiu^  morning. 


Fi-yday,  Jan>'  IS,  ITG.'*. 

[p.  44S.]  The  Bill  for  -ettiug  oif  a  part  of  the  Town  of  Bow  & 
making  them  a  Parish  &c.  as  i-;  therein  set  forth  having  been  rea<l 
three  times, 

Voted,  thai  it  pass  to  be  Kuact»'d  'idu'  ll»"^  ListaJit,  Sent  up  by 
the  Clerk. 

I'he  ao-ents  apjiointid  in  the  vc:r  175i>  presented  to  this  ilcuise 
this  fortmoon  the  Treasurers  Ace'  tor  the  Ball^  oi  their  ace'  due 
from  them  to  the  GovernnuMit,  W^^''  is  as  ti)llows,  vi/. 


Province  of   /  •  j^^.v  IT""  1785. 

New  Hi.xmp''  j 

Ree^i  into  the  Treasury  of  Peter  Gilman  Esq.  &  Capt.  Thomas  W'  Wahlron, 
a  sett  of  ster-  Bills  of"  Exclianue  drawn  bv  Charles  Apthorp  A-  son  upon 
.Mfcss's  Hutchinson  vfe  Ilundhurv  in  London  for  tifty  pounds  sters  Also 
Twenty  five  pounds  ster^'  money  of  Gre:it  Britain,  also  one  hundred  it  nine- 
teen  pounds  2:6  in    New  Yorlc  currency  which   they   tender   in  lull   vt   the 

within  Ace'.  ^  ,  ^        rj^        r 

pr  George  Jaflrey,  Treaa'. 
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ie  petition  of  Walter  Bryant  in   behalf  of  Daniel  Ames  tof 
nnij  Marv  Flootl  trom  Canterlnny,  who  was  tryed  for  her  life 


Th( 
bringini 

&  acquitted,  on  the  sujtposeil  murder  of  a  Bastard  child,  with  his 
attendance  &c.  &  the  Ace'  therewith  presented,  Amount-  to  i'l-VJ 
■old  Tenor,  beinif  read, 

Votetl,  That  there  be  allowed  twenty  tive  pounds  New  Tenor 
in  full  tor  sai-i  jictition  ct  Ace*  thereto  annexed  &  p''  to  the  s'' 
[p.  449.]  Daniel  Anu-s  or  his  order,  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury 
for  continueucies.  Sent  up  byX^ol"  Bair  tfc  Mr.  Giddin^-s.  [Con- 
curnd.] 

The  }<etition  of  sundry  persons  praying  an  allowance  for  time 
iSu  Expence  in  taking  up  jjersons  supposed  to  be  C'MicernM  in  mak- 
ing presses  &  Counterleiting  moneys  of  tlu'  Governm*  with  their 
several  Ace''  being  rea<l,  Am'  to  t'.^O  :  n:6  N.  T''. 

Voted,  That  the  lion'''"  Mcshech  Weare  Esq,  be  desired  to  take 
s''  petition  &  ace'*  &  make  Kepoi't  lo  this  house  assoori  at  may  be, 
What  ni;iy  be  jiroper  for  this  liouse  to  do  tho'eon. 

The  said  Weare  reported  immediately  that  the  above  Accompts 
have  been  (>xamined  by  me  the  subscriber  by  order  of  the  house 
and  the  several  charges  in  each  of  them  ap[)ear  Reasonable  to  be 
allowed. 

.Mescliecli   "tVeare. 

[Whereupon]  Vote  I,  I'hat  the  pr.jyer  tliereof  !)e  granted  & 
that  there  be  p'  the  sum  of  iifty  nine  pounds  five  shilling-  &  six 
pence  Nrw  Ten'"  to  the  several  persons  whose  Names  are  above 
written  (In  the  Re})oit  that  Col"  Weare  made  as  abirvc)  or  their 
ord'  etc.  the  several  sums  to  each,  of  them  as  carried  off  against 
their  names  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury  for  com  ingc.ncies. 
Sent  u|.  by  !llr.  Gid. lings  &  CoP  j]arr  ('/). 

(r/.iJcur.  C.  A  As.s.'in.  .Inn'-  19'''  ITu.j,  Coll.   B:\vv  A:   Mr.  Gi.Mliij,f  !)rot  up 
from  the  iiou»e  th'^  p.'tition  of  D.iviil  W;U^oa,  John  Ivully  i.\;-  otlicrs  prayiui 

some  ;ill<>\v:uice  for  th  >  tiiu"  tc  .^xpouce  in  appreheniiin','  Daiiu-1  Moscrvc, • 

Fowli'i'  I'cc.  &  carryiiij;  tli-MU  to  prison  when  accuse'l  oi'  counti'ifoitiuL;  th<* 
Papor  Bills  of  this  Province  in  the  ye.ir  17")<),  ami  vote  of  the  House  thereon 
for  .".u  allowance  to  sum'.ry  of  the  Petitioners. 

P.  :.[. 

Mr.  Sec'  Brot  down  the  Charter  forlli"  Township. )f  Piennount 
[p.  4o(i]  given  by  his  Excell-'  to  the  raend)crs  of  this  house  A; 
others,  DeliverM  the  same  to  the  Spea.ker  witli  the  iiotiiication  of 
the  person  nppointcil  in  s''  charter  to  call  the  first  iuectiiig,  which 
notiHcati.)n  was  Kcad  S:  p(»sted  up  in  the  house  &  the  Charter 
was  likewi>e  reail.  In  the  house,  the  Council  &  the  hou-^e  mutu- 
ally agreeing  to  »''  notification  that  the  meeting  ot  >''  Proprietors 
of  s*^  Township  of  Piermount  shoidil  be  next  Thursday  ;>  o'clock 
P.  M.  agreeable  to  said  notirication. 


lie:-. 
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[p.  4ril.]  Tuesd:iy  .h\n>  -J::''  17<55, 

TIic  jM'titior.  of  Khemv.e!-  Slocpor,  Stephen  Slcoper,  Jose]'li 
{roiltrev  «fc  Joshiiii  Lane  all  dt'  Pojilin  in  s''  I'mvince  iirayini;  they 
riiMV  h,'.\e  leave  to  join  to  KppinLT  &  become  a  part  ot  that  Paii>h 
v.ith'.hei:'  Estates  i.t  be  I'ollM  it  sett  olt"  aecorUinuly  ttc.  beiiiu- 
rt'ail.  ih;'  oilier  ot"  eonrt  on  sai'l  petition  tfcc  beinu*  rtml  ct  (they 
fully  attenileil)  the  Parties  on  ln'th  siiles  a]>pear  «.t  after  bein-j; 
i'ully  hearil  thereon  by  theniseUes  &  attorney,  t!ie  house  tuuk  the 
matter  liieier  eimsideration.  .mil 

\  ule'l  sai<l  petition  be  Disinisse'l. 


[p.  [■■■-.]  yiv.  Prosi'.lent  came  .lo\v;i  Sc  said  tiiat  the  Statutes 
of  F.uulan'i  th.it  tlie  (' t'-i-esj»on.ll;i j;  ( "'jiunuttei'  withtliis  Province 
A'4"0Ut  Were  onler'ii  to  w  rite  tor,  were  eome  &  ready  to  I)e  deliv- 
erM  to  the  hou>e*s  oi'der. 


Friday  Jaiiuary  -25^"  ITIjf). 

[p.  l-">-'!.1      Voted   that   the   [[(tn'''"'    ITenrv  Sherburne.    3[oshech 
Weare    i^s<|.  A  Andi-ew  Clarkson  be   a   Committee   of  this    Iiouse 

\    be  ap))oinLed    by  die    ITon''"''  Board  to 


to    '.ovn    '.vi.  li  sui-ii  .•■(S  'u,i 


prepare  an  A  1  lre<s  in  ,iii-;'>ver  to  his  K.vcellency's  3Iess'  lo  Both 
h  )Uso;  >f  the  il'r"'  idrimo  So  iav  the  same  befoi-e  the  'lonse  as  soon 
;!s  :nay  be  (I). 


Sent  u;i  by  Jn"  Pa  xe  !']si|. 


Fryday,  Feb--'  \'  llCh^. 

[p.  l:r>b.]  Voted,  thit  ("apt.  .Ino  Weniwortli,  Major  Bhuiehard, 
Capt.  CarUonOt  Capt  Worth'ea  [be]  sent  to  his  F  vcelleucy  to  pray 
!iim  to  a.^seut  to  t!ie  BlIU.  liesolves.t  votes  of  y"  [hou.se]  that  now 
Lay  before  him  &  to  intbi-ui  liim  th.at  the  house  were  in  waiting,' 
to  know  !iis  P]xeellency's  deteriuination  thereon  [''). 

.\.<l)ourned. 

((/)  Voles,  acc'%  l)il!s,  iVc.  p.issrd  in  iiie  house  .anl  ct>iicurri'il  l)y  the  Coun- 
ci!  Iroui  .Jan>'  7'"  to  ilurcli  ."S,  ITG-;. 

Jour.  C.  a-  .l.sN'-;/*.  Ace'  of  (ioor'^e  tlow  for  ^uin:,'  to  the  (ioV'  sunilry 
tiuiOH,  allowed    (i-'o:  l.'j  V.  Ten''. 

■lelfrey  Curri.T.  alhnved  2'J.s'  .str-rlinu.  i'or  that  amount  in  paper  Dills  burnt 
up. 

Danii-1  Pierce  Ea,\.  appointed  Rosist'U-  of  Oeods  iVcc.  in  this  rD)vnioo,  one 
vear. 

Josi'i))!  Mnith  Esq.  of  Durham,  appointed  guardian  of  .Joseph  Tibbetts  ot 
Dover. 

(.1)  No  aii>wor  is  '.ound  on  iccoiil  ur  on  lilo.-l'^D. 
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A  bill  to  eiKiMe  Jon-'  Mouitoii,  Esq.  guardian  to  oliiUlreii  of  Nath'  Weare 
dec''  of  Hampton  Falls,  to  sell  lands  etc. 

Bill  to  dissohv  the  marria're  of  Sam'  Sniallconi  tfec. 

No  bills  of  credit  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  but  silver  &  gold. 

Reports  of  Committees  for  telling  over  money  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt. 

Daniel  Fowle  ace'  for  printing  for  the  Government,  allowed  £75  X.  Ten"". 

Benj'>  Quimby  allowed  £114:  15  Old  Ten'  for  money  burnt  in  his  house. 

Capt.  Samuel  Leavitt's  ace',  allowed  £54:  6:  9  1-2  Sterl-. 

Capt.  Samuel  Langdon  it  Capt.  Samuel  Cate's  ace-  for  opening  a  road  to 
the  Governor's  seat  at  Little  Harbour,  allowed.  2ti.s,  Proclamation  money. 

Selectmen  of  Mouson  for  taking  inventory  of  Xo.  2.  allowed  16s  Proclama- 
tion money. 

Daniel  Pierce's  ace'  for  books  of  Records  &  ruling  the  same,  allowed  £9:  IS 
Proc.  money. 

Rich^  Jennis  ;i'^  ace'  tor  wood  for  Gen' Asst-iubly  allowed  £10:  IH  Proc. 
money. 

Beuj-'  Yeaton  I'oi  makini,'  a  Table  for  the  Council  Chamber,  with  covering, 
allowed  o2.v :  OtZ  Proc.  money. 

Report  of  Committe  for  t.'llini;  money  to  l>e  l)Tirnt  s'  committee  allowed 
£20  sterling. 

Committfi'  lor  reprinting  Province  Law-book,  acc'^  allowed  £21  Proc. 
money. 

The  Governor  gave  his  assent  to  the  liilltiwing  Acts  ]:;;ssed 
this  sessions,  vi/. 

1.  An  Act  to  incorporae  a  place  cal^.d  New  Hopkint''n. 

2.  An  Act  to  Inablc  tiie  Proprietors  of  New  Boston  so  ndse  money  tVrc 

S.  Granted  to  his  Maiesty  a  Tax  of  £525:5:  lo:  -i  N.  Ten'  to  sink  so  much 
Canada. 

4.  An  Act  exempting  sundry  pi-rsons  from  payiu'   Tax  in  Bow. 

5.  Additional  Act  tor  mak-ing  a  road  to  Coos. 

t).    Mary  Towle  enabled  to  have  a  heariu'i'  of  a  c;ise  lu-fDre  (^  Si-ssions. 

7.  An  act  to  jirevent  the  loss  of  Writs  and  other  proceedings  of  the  several 
Courts  discontinued  by  the  repeal  of  the  Court  Act. 

8.  An  Act  giving  Ed''  Emerson  the  sole  Liberty  of  erecting  Potash  works, 
iVtp.  in  Portsmouth. 


Friihiy,  Maivli  ^"'  ITHf). 

Ml'.  Sec'ivtnrv  came  (hjwii  &  .said  lie  was  directeJ  by  his  E.-ccef- 
leiic-y  the  (iovernur  to  ili.isolve  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Province  and   said  ;ucon!iiigly    In  his  ^I;ijtsty's  name  titey  u  ere 

DlSSOLVKti. 

(iOI>    SAVK    THE    KlXG. 
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[p.  1.]     Aii/io  Ref/fii  lier/is    Gtorgii    Ttrtii  Matjiuv  Britanniai^ 
Franri'f  et  Hihtrrniv^  Quiitto. 

A  JOURNAL 

Of  the  House  of  Reprosentatives,  At  a  (Teiicral  Assembly  of  liis 
Majesties  Province  of  Xew  Hain]».shire  in  Xew  Eng-laml,  begun 
an<i  held  at  Portsmouth  in  said  Province  on  Thursday  the  '21" 
of  May  17(i5,  being-  the  Tliird  Tuesday  in  said  mnnth. 

XOTK    BV    THE    KDITOK. 

The  Journal  of  the  Hous^e  which  follows,  to  January  LiTtli,  1770,  is  copieil 
from  a  MS.  volume  in  the  Secretary's  ottioc,  lal^elled  "JorrvXAL  of  the 
House,  17ri.5-1770."  The  reader  is  uotilietl  that  the  editor  has  copied  in  lull 
only  such  portions  of  the  original  Journal  as  relate  to  matters  of  general  and 
public  interest,  inciudin'j;  all  messages  and  documents  in  the  .Secretary's 
office  in  the  same  period ;  while  matters  of  mere  local  and  private  interest 
are  presented  in  an  at)i-id;red  form  and  printed  in  smaller  type,  marked  (a), 
(b),  etc.  The  abriilged  matt"i'  ineludi's  all  references  to  the  Jouniul  of  the 
Council  and  Asi^einhlij  in  the  same  period. 

Tuesday,  May  2P'  1765. 

The  members  met  agreeable  to  the  Kings  Writt.  Not  a  sufii- 
cieut  number  to  make  a  house. 

Adjourned  till  Wednesday,  May  22'\  1765  (^0  v.  m. 

('0  Of  his  Majesty's  Council,  there  were 

Present 
His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth,  Esq.  Governor,  Arc. 
Theodore  Atkinson  j  James  N'evin 

Daniel  Warner         [  Es(is.  Theodore  Atkinson.  Jun. 

Joseph  Xewman.'li   )  Xath'  Barrell 

A  message  I)eing  sent  to  tlie  Boa.rd  that  there  was  :i  full  House, 
Mr.  Secretary,  the  Hon'''"  Joseph  Newniarch  tt  James  Nevin, 
Es(j.  Came  down  &.  administereil  the  oaths  appointed  in  stead  of 
the  oaths  of  sui)nMnacy  6c  allegiance,  to  all  the  mi'm])ers  present 
Twenty-six  in  number,  ;is  sett  down  for  this  Day  &  saw  them  sub- 
Kcribe  tlie  Declaration  &  then  Retired. 

Names  of  the  persons  returned  by  the  slieriff  on  the  King's 
Writt  for  the  choice  of  a  New  Assembly  ai-e  .as  follows  :  viz. 
Jour.  C.  ct'  Assm. 

i  Henry  Sherburne  Esq. 
Portsm"  \  Mr.  Andrew  (Tarkson 

(  Mr.  Jacol>  Shealf. 
„  \  Capt.  Howard  Henderson 

^o^'^'"  j  Capt.  Tho^  W'^  Waldron 

TT        ,.  \  Jona.  Moulton  I  p,,,. 

Hampton  -^  Christoph-'  Toppan  )  ^"'''- 
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Exeter 

NVw  Cnstle  * 

Kyo. 
Kin^isUm 
Hampton  F'alls, 
Newinmon. 
Strath  am. 
Londonderry. 
Durham, 
(rrot-nhind. 
New  M:irket. 
South  Hampton. 
Chc>ter, 

Plastow  t^c'  Hampsteail. 
Salem  lV:  PL-lham, 
Monson  »t  Merrim'"'. 
Hollis, 

bomerswortli. 
Nottins'.iam  West  it    / 

Ly  tell  field  * 

Amherst  A:  Bedford. 
Roehester, 
Kensington, 
Barrlni,'ton. 


(  Peter  (Tilraan.  Esq. 
(  Capt.  Jno.  (riddinss 
\  Thomas  Bell.  Esq." 
)  Rkliard  Jennes  0*1  Esq. 

.losiah  Bartiett.  Esq. 

Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 

Kicli'  Downing.  Esq. 

Andrew  Wiiigin,  Esq. 
IC0II.  Sam'  Barr,  Esq. 

Joseph  Smith,  Esq. 

Clement  March.  Esq. 

Lieut.  John  Burlev. 

Capt.  Eliph-i  Merrill. 

Mr.  John  Webster. 

Capt.  Jon-"  Carleton. 

Maj.  Jos:  Wriglit. 

Capt.  John  Chamberlain. 

John  Hale,  Esq. 

Jolm  Wentworth,  Esq. 

James  Underwood,  Esq. 

John  Gotle,  Esq. 
James  Knowles. 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Wortlien. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Church. 


3Ir.  Secretary  (.■:ime  i\>>\vu  S:  -nil  lie  \v:i.-  'Uroctfii  liy  his  Excc-l- 
lency  to  ijiturni  tiu-  members  tli;ir  he  Ii«'i|Kire'l  them  tn  proceed  to 
the  clioice  of  .-i  Speaker  &  ])rosent  liim  for  l-is  aUowance. 

The  iaemln.'rs  Immeiliately  |irueetMlei]  to  the  ehoiee  of  a  Sjiuaker 
and  maihi  ehoiee  of  Henry  Sherburne  Ksq.  fur  their  speaker  by  a 
unanimous  voti-.  who  was  aceorilin'-i'ly  fondueted  to  the  chair 
by  the  I  foil"''  Me«-liech  Weare  K<([.  and  Andrew  Ch^.rk.son,  & 
after  m.\kinu'  a  ^hort  pathetic  speech  s^-i  <h>wn.  Atb-r  wiiich 
tlie  spe.-.ker  Rose  v.<:  s  lid  "twas  u>n.il  to  procted  to  the  choice  of  a 
clerk. 

Mr.  Spe.-iker  put  up  Andrew  C'!:irks<iu  theii-  oM  Clerk. 

Voted  Andrew  Clarkson  Clerk  ot'thi>  pi't-vciit  liouse  by  a  unani- 
mous vote. 

[p.  "J.]  The  Clei-k  was  sworn  to  the  t'aithfull  di>charu-e  of  his 
ortice  bv  liichanl  Jennes,  the  thiid,  Escj. 

Voted  Tliat  Col"  Weave,  Col  ■  March  ct  Capt  Tho-  W^  Waldron 
wait  o?i  iiis  Kxcfll*'  &  inform  him  th:it  the  liouse  had  made  choice 
of  the  Hon'''  H-'  Sherbuiiie  Ks<[.  for  their  Speaker,  who  immedi- 
iitely  waited  on  his  Excellency. 

Atljounied. 


Thursday  May  'J:;'  I7t).i. 

Mr.  Secretary  came  down  S:  s.iid  that  his  Excellency  approved 
of  tile  clioice  of  a  S|)e;iker  &  that  tiie  Speaker  witli  tlie  rest  of 
the  members  <rive  their  .•itten<lance  at  the  Council  B<jaid. 
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The  Speaker  with  the  other  members  Immediately  attended 
where  his  Excellency's  speech  to  both  Houses  was  Read  to  tliem 
Dated  y*^  2P'  Instant. 

Mr,  Speaker  with  the  honse  beinLf  Returned  to  their  room. 

Ordered,  That  Col"  John  Golfe,  Esq.  «^o  up  to  the  Jioard  <Sc  de- 
sire that  a  Co[)y  of  his  Excellency's  Speech  may  be  laid  bi-ti»re  the 
House. 

Mr.  Sec^  Brot  tlie  same  (h)wn  which  was  read  &  a  i-opy  nn    Hie. 

Gocernors    Sprec/i,. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov™  Mes.-'S  Vol.  III.,  p.  2711.1 

(rfinHeiiiPji  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly — 

It  was  my  intention  to  meet  you  in  (^eniTal  Assembly  after  the  necessary 
business  of  the  .Sprinii;  was  over,  but  tlie  uueeTtain  state  (A'  tbe  .season,  I  am 
appreliensive  lias  prevent(?il  it. 

I  shall  therefore  recotinui?nd  to  your  diligence  tlie  elieetiui;,  only,  such 
things  as  are  of  absolute  necessity  tor  the  well  being  of  the  Governujent 
that  I  may  give  you  a  reei-ss  to  a  day  more  agreeable. 

I  have,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Assembly  received  his  Majestys  de- 
termination of  tlie  bountlarys  between  this  Province  A:  New  Y<^)ri<,  which  I 
shall  direct  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  (rentlcrnen  of  th.e  Assonbli/  — 

•  It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  this  Assembly  sincerely  disposed  to 
pur-iue  with  firmness  i^-  attention  those  tliinu's  that  .ire  most  essential  to  tlie 
real  Interest  &:  prosperity  of  the  Province,  and  under  this  head.  I  must  be 
allowed  to  point  out  to  you  the  further  consideration  of  his  late  Ma.je9ty'.s 
Instruction  relative  to  tlu;  appointment  of  Salarys  tor  the  Chief  .justice  & 
other  .Justices  of  his  ^Majesty's  Snperiour  Court  of  .Judicature,  not  doubting 
but  that  this  Assemljly  will  pay  a  ready  obedience  thereunto,  in  all  its  parts, 
notwithstanding  tVn-mer  Assemblj-s  b.ave  so  liglitly  passed  over  It.  The  Sec- 
retary will  I'urnish  the  lunise  with  the  original  Instruction,  if  it  is  not  in  vour 
records. 

The  state  of  his  .Majesty's  Port  William  and  Mary,  is  another  object  worthy 
your  coolest  deliberation,  A-  wiieu  you  liave  duly  \veiL;ii'.;d  of  wh.it  conse- 
(juence  it  is  to  the  Governm.'ut  [o  m;d\e  annual  Provision  for  that  fortress  I 
persuade  myself  you  will  make  a  grant  consi^tant  with  tiie  abilitys  of  the 
people. 

The  Treasurer  has  iny  dip'ctions  to  have  his  accounts  in  re.idiness,  when 
the  House  is  prepared  "to  in>i>ect  them,  after  whicli  I  am  hopeinu  you  will 
make  tlie  necessary  provision  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  &  of  the  Asseniblij — 

Relying  on  a  good  liarmony's  sulisisting  in  the  Leiiislalure,  I  sliall  have  oc- 
casion only  to  repeat  my  usual  as.->urances,  in  contributing  everything  in  my 
power  to  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business. 

B.  Wkntworth. 


Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth 
May  21,  17G5. 
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Order  of  the  Kintj  in  Council^  determining  the  boundary  between 
the  Province.'^  of  Yeic  Hampshire  c&  N'eic  York. 

[Copied  from  Venuout  Stute  Papers  in  X.  H.  :?tate  Library,  compiled  by  Wm. 
Sladp.  iun.,  Midcilcbury,  18J3,  p.  19.]  " 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's  the  20'"  day  of  Jidy,  1764. 

Present 

THK    KlXti's    MOST    EXCKLLENT    MAJESTY, 

Lunl  Howard  Earl  of  Ilillsborcngh, 

Eurl  of  S.-unlwic'ii  Win.  Vice  Clianiberiain 

Earl  ot  Halifax  Gilbert  Elliott,  E.-sq. 

Earl  of  Porvis  Jatnes  (Oswald,  Esq. 
Earl  of  Hareoiirt 

Wliereas  there  was  tl.is  tlay  read  at  the  Board  a  repcrt  made  by  the  Ricjlit 
Honor.ible  the  Lords  of  the  (.'uinmittee  of  Council  for  plantation  affairs, 
dated  the  IT"'  of  this  Instant,  upon  oonsiderinEj  a  representation  from  t!ie 
Lords  C(Mnmissioners  tor  trade  and  plantations,  relative  to  the  disputes  that 
have,  some  years,  subsisted  between  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshdre  and 
New  York,  "concernimi  the  boundary  line  between  those  Provinces:  His 
Majesty,  takini:  the  same  into  consideration,  was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of 
his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  of  what  is  th.'-rein  proposed,  and  dotli  accord- 
in^lv.  hereby  onb^r  and  declare  the  western  banks  of  the  river  Connecticut, 
from  where"  it  enters  tiie  Province  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay.  as  far  north  as 
the  Ibrty-tifth  desiree  of  northern  latitude  to  he  the  boundary  line  between  the 
said  two  Provinces  of  Xew  ILinipshire  and  New  York.  Whereiore,  the 
respective  (Governors  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  said  Provinces 
of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  for  the  time  beiiv^,  and  all  others  whom 
it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  of  his  Majestys  i^leasure,  hereby  signified, 
ami  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

W.  Blair. 


Votoil  Thai  the  ILm''''^^  Hoiiry  Sheiburne,  Mcshech  Weare, 
Peter  Gilman  Esq.  &  Ca|it.  Tho*  W^  Waldron  be  desired  to  pre- 
pare an  answer  to  his  E\'ceHeni'y.ss)ieeeh  to  Vndh  houses  of  y'-  21" 
Inst,  and  ],\y  the  same  betbre  the  house  as  soon  as  niav  be. 

Voted,  Tliat  Geo  :  Jatfroy  Esq.  be  order'd  it  he  hereby  is  order'd 
to  lay  his  ace"  as  Treasurer  of  the  province  before  the  liouse  us 
soon  as  may  be.  that  the  state  of  the  several  funds  may  be  more 
fully  known. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev*^  Doc'  Samuel  Langdon  tfc  the  ReV*  Mr, 
Sam'  Haven  be  desired  to  attend  upon  the  house  alternately  & 
pray  with  them  &  Mr.  Sheafe  and  Mr.  Clarkson  are  desired  to 
inform  them  thereof. 

The  following  rules  being  read, 

V<jted,  That  they  \>C'  the  Rules  of  this  House  being  Ten 
Articles  — 

pt  That  whosoever  shall  by  any  misbehaviour  in  speech  or  action  justly 
offend  any  of  the  members  of  the  house,  shall  for  the  first  olfence  be  admon- 
ished, for  the  second  fined  as  the  liouse  sliall  see  meet. 

2'">'  That  no  member  speak  twice  untill  every  member  have  liberty  to 
speak  once  if  he  pleate. 


1765.]  JOURNAL   OF   THE   HOUSE.  63 

3'y  That  every  member  direct  his  speer'h  to  the  Speaker  &  not  to  one 
another,  &  when  any  memh.T  lias  a  mind  to  speak  to  any  case,  that  he  stand 
up  »t  ask  leave  of  tlie  .Spi-ake r  to  sp(Mk. 

4''y  That  whenever  it  liappens  that  then'  an'  as  many  voters  on  one  side  of 
the  question  as  on  tlie  other,  without  tlu^  Speaker,  tliat  then  tlie  speaker  make 
the  oaslinii  vote. 

[i*.  3.]  o'y  That  if  the  Speaker  be  absent,  tlie  house  may  cliuse  a  Speaker 
pro  Temp*^,  tliat  the  aft'airs  of  tlic  houst>  may  be  carried  on  witliout  stop. 

tV^'  Tiiat  if  any  memi)er  after  beini;  nualitii'd  &  ent-^r'd  sh  dl  absent  himself 
at  any  time,  witiiout  leave  from  the  house,  he  sliall  be  liable"  to  I)p  tiniMl  at 
thi:  di^^cretiou  of  the  house. 

T'-'''y  That  if  any  membeiof  this  house  shall  be  by  the  major  part  of  tliis 
house  tho't  untit  &  not  iiualitiod  for  said  place,  it  sliall  be  in  their  power  to 
dismiss  such  person,  civini,'  notice  to  the  Town  or  precinct  where  he  belongs 
to  chuse  another  to  till  up  such  vacancy. 

8'"'>'  Tliat  every  Bill  to  be  passed  in  this  liouse,  be  read  three  times  &  that 
there  be  two  adjournments  of  tliis  house  before  any  bill  lie  passed  into  an 

Act. 

O'li'y   Tliat  the  speaker  with  lifteen  members  be  a  house  to  do  Business. 

10"'  That  no  vote  that  is  passed  in  this  house  shall  be  Reconsidered  by  a 
less  number. 

A  motion  was  made  lliat  the  Elevonth  Article  iu  the  Rule>  of 
former  A^semblys  inip;l\t  be  reu'l,  &  voKmI  to  be  one  of  the  Rules 
of  this  house,  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows  :  viz. 

11*   That  the  house  be  seatetl  it  that  no  member  sp^^ak  out  of  his  place  &. 

The  House  took  the  matter  under  consideration  and  after  sev- 
eral aro-unients  thereon,  the  House  seemed  to  be  divided  in  their 
opinion  about  said  article.  Ordered,  th.it  the  said  U'"  article  lay 
tor  consideration,  {a)     A<ljourned. 

(a)  Oaths  v.-^-re  administered  to  Col.  John  Gorfe,  member  from  Amherst  & 
Bedford,  and  to  Doc'  Jolm  Hale  Esq.  member  from  HoUis. 


Friday  May  -24"^  1765. 

The  Clerk  sent  to  ('"uncil  Board  to  Inquire  after  the  several 
Act.i  &  Resolves  of  the  late  Assembly  not  concurred,  &  those  con- 
curred and  not  assented  to,  &c  [which  were  sent  ilown.] 

[p.  4.]  A  motion  beinu"  made  that  the  Jmirnals  of  the  present 
house  of  Representatives  be  printed  at  the  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ni'  ifc  seconded,  *fc  after  sun<lry  Debates  thereon 

Order'd  That  it  lay  for  further  consideration. 

[p.  5.]  The  Committee  to  jn-epare  an  answer  to  his  Excellen- 
cy's speech  to  both  houses  of  the  21^'  Inst.  &  lay  the  same  before 
the  house  as  soon  as  may  be,  presented  the  same  this  afternoon, 
which  was  read,  and 

Order'd  to  be  Ingrossed.  The  Clerk  Immediately  Ingrossed 
the  same  w^hich  was  again  Read  &  is  as  follows,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

We  tlie  Representatives  of  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects  of  his  Loyal 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  in  General  Assembly  convened.  Humbly  beg 
leave  to  thank  your  Excellency   for  your  speech  to  both  houses  of  the  21« 
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Inst,  ami  to  ;u5sure  your  Excellency  that  we  shall  with  the  utmost  dispatch 
proceed  to  the  ejecting  of  those  things  which  appe;u-  to  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  tiie  welfare  of  tlie  (xovernment  A;  your  Excellency's  intentions 
to  order  tlie  Sec-"'  to  lay  his  Maje.-^ty's  determination  of  the  Imundarys  between 
this  Province  *t  New  York  before  this  House  we  greatfuUy  Resent. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency— 

With  the  highest  confidence  wo  can  assure  you  tliat  this  assembly  is  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  pursue  with  lirmness  &  attention  those  tilings  that  are 
most  Essential  to  tlie  Keal  Interest  cV:  prosperity  of  the  Provinci^  which  we 
trust  your  Excellency  will  have  the  pleasure  of  ol)serving. 

On  Examining  the  Transaction  of  former  Houses  in  the  year  1754  ife  since 
relative  to  his  late  ilajesty'.-  Instructions  for  the  appointment  of  salarys  for 
the  Chief  Justice  A:  uther  Justices  of  his  Majesty's  tjuperiur  Court  of  Judi- 
cature we  don't  tinil  tliat  matter  liglitly  passed  over,  but  on  the  contrary  manj- 
Resolves  from  time  to  time  passed  it  sent  up  in  obedience  thereto. 

The  Instruction  is  not  on  the  tiles  or  Records  of  this  House.  If  your  I]x- 
cellency  sliould  think  proper  to  order  it  to  be  laid  before  us,  we  shall  take  it 
under  consideration  c\L-  Act  what  appears  to  be  duty  thereon. 

The  Respectable  slate  of  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary  is  of  importance  to  the  (tov- 
ernment.  it  when  your  Excellency  may  tliink  proper  to  ord.er  a  JState  thereof 
to  l)e  laid  before  this  House,  wi-  sliall  make  such  provision  tlierelor  as  may 
[p.  »5.]  appear  to  be  for  tlie  interest  of  liis  Majesty's  subjects  consistant  with 
their  aliilities.  and  as  the  most  important  ahairs  of  the  Governm'  depend  on 
the  settlem'  of  th<'  Treasurers  ace'".  We  hope  your  Excellency  will  [cause] 
them  immediately  to  be  laid  beiore  us,  that  we  may  with  chearfulness  it  dis- 
patch proceed  to  make  the  netessary  provison  for  the  current  year. 

\Ve  greatfuily  olxservc  your  Excellency's  assurances  of  cnntriiniting  every- 
thing in  your  power  to  the  tiispateh  of  the  puliiic  iiusiness  it  sIk'.II  do  our  ut- 
most to  pi'oiuute  tliat  cood  haniioiiy  betwi;eii  the  legislative  powt-rs,  wiiicb  is 
Essential  to  the  prosperity  ct  true  happiness  of  our  Coiislituents. 

Voteil  That  tlic  iirocecding  be  sent  in  ;:ns',vc'r  to  Ids  E.vfelleii- 
cv's  Mess"  to  Itdth  Hon.ses  of  Uie^T'  Iiis|;uit.     SiLrned,  If.  S.  S. 


Sut unlay  May  ^.5"'  ITO'-. 

Votc'.l.  That  the  Hon''""  Ilunry  Shciljurne,  Mtshcch  Wcare  Es<i. 
Capt.  'J'hom'  W"  Wal'lroii  &,  Andrew  Clarksoii  be  a  Coiiuiuttce 
of  this  liouse  to  Joy)i  with  sticli  as  may  be  a]>])ointe(l  by  tiie 
Hon'''''  Council  to  Kxainine  it  adjujst  the  Treasurer's,  aec'"  &  make 
Report  to  the  General  Asseinblv  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  bv 
the  Clerk. 

[p.  7.]  The  IJill  for  setting'  off  a  ]iart  of  the  Town  of  Bow  to- 
gether with  some  Lands  adjoining  thereto  v\ith  the  Inliabitants 
tliereon  &,  making  them  a  Parish  Inve.^f-'  them  with  sueli  [)r!vi- 
ledges  and  Imunities  as  Towns  in  this  Pro\  inee  have  Sc  do  Enjoy. 
having  been  read  three  times. 

Vofed  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted. (1)  wS.      U.  S.     S. 

Sent  up  by  .Mr.  Jeniies  the  3''  &  Capt.  Henderson. 

The  Bill  tior  granting  Liberty  to  sundry  persons  Inliabitants  oi 
I  {ye  (ic  Portsmouth  to  carry  on  a  Lottery  to  raise  money  to  open 
&  make  :i  good  p>assabie  High   way  on  a  straiter  course  &  much 

U)  Sswe  tUis  Bill.  a»  piits^e'l.  in  JBuutuii's  Histoi.v  nl'  Concord,  jip.  747-8.— Kd. 
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neiuvr  from  owe  ot  those   plai-es  to  llie  other  than  any   heretofore 
used,  hiivinu;  hen  read  t!iroc  tunes, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.  S.     H.  S.     S. 

Sent  no  bv  Mess'"'  Jennes  S:  Henderson. 


[r.  S]  Wednesday  May  29"'  17G5. 

John  Went'.v'orth  Em[.  cotuhig  into  the  house  Informed  that  he 
was  summoned  to  attend  this  house  as  a  member  l)y  a  i>roper 
oiiieer.  [Mr.  Wentworlli  from  Somerswortli  was  sworn  aiul  quul- 
iHed,  by  lion.  Nalh'  Barrell  ot  the  Couueih] 


Thursday,  Mav  80'**  17G5. 

Whereas  there  is  now  E.xtant  of  the  Sterlinor  Bills  Emitted  on 
the  Credit  of  this  Province  in  the  years  ITG'i  &  llG'-i  the  sum  of 
Ten  thousand  pounds  which  has  at  present  little  if  any  circula- 
tion, &  Whereas  the  Gen'  Assembly  by  a  Resolve  of  the  8"^  of 
Jan^  last  ordered  that  the  money  belonging  to  this  province  in 
the  pnblick  stocks  in  London  should  be  sold  as  soon  as  couveu- 
[p.  9.]  iently  might  Ije  and  improverl  for  the  sinking  of  the 
remainder  ot  the  slerling  &  -^ther  Hills  of  Credit  tlien  circulat- 
ing :  It  is  i!i)W  further 

liesolved  ct  voted  That  the  a<jfents  of  this  Province  at  liie  Court 
of  Great  Britain  be  and  they  are  hereby  luHy  impowered  and 
directed  to  sell  tlie  same  &  the  Committee  r.ppointed  by  the  sev- 
eral acta  to  draw  i)il!s  on  the  ;'.gcnts  are  hereby  impowered  & 
directed  to  erase  the  sa.id  sterling  Bills  Emitted  in  tiie  af>)resaiil 
ye;u-s  ITGiJ  A:  ITi'o  to  be  Redeemed  therewith  &  paid  into  the 
'^rreasury  as  se-on  as  may  be,  by  drawing  bills  of  Exchange  on  the 
airents  thereti'r  or  ordeii'lu-  silver  &  gold  into  the  Treasury  there- 
by tor  the  exchanging  <:\\d  Bills  as  may  be  most  for  the  publick 
benetit.  Sent  up  by  Major  Wright  &  John  Hale,  Esq.  [Con- 
curred.] 


[p.  U.]  Wednesday  June  5"*  17G5,  p.  m. 

Mr.  Sec^  came  down  vfc  said  that  Capt.  John  Chamberlin  who 
was  Heturned  :i  me;uber  to  set  in  General  Asseu\bly  i'or  the  towns 
ot'  Merrinuiok  it  .^-fouson,  had  taken  the  oatlis  appr  inted,  &  was 
Quailifi'j.l  to  take  Wis  seat  iu  the  liouse,  ti;  accordingly  he  was 
admitted. 

Col"  Barr  &  Clark>:un  tvnt  to  the  Board  to  Inquire  if  the  Acts 
Cor  stateing  the  Interest  of  mony  &  for  regulating  of  our  monys 
etc.  were  ccucurred  or  not.  and  said  thev  liad   deliver'd  the  lues- 


tiage. 
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Mr.  Sec-'  came  down  &  Intbnned  the  house  that  the  acts  that 
Col"  Bmit  &  Mr.  Chirkson  Inquired  after  at  the  Board  hiy  before 
his  ExcoUoiicv,  ;is  the  Council  chused  to  confer  with  him  thereon 
before  thev  CDUcm-rM  them  and  that  the  Council  expected  them 
everv  minute.  Likewise  he  Bro't  down  the  King's  Instructiona 
relative  to  sallarys  lor  the  Chief  Justice  and  other  Justices  of  his 
Majesty's  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature  which  was  read. 


[p.  12.]  Thursday  June  6'"  17G5. 

The  petition  of  Captain  William  Greg:^^  of  Lon-'londerry  pray- 
ing for  a  certain  high  way  as  therein  mentioned  beiu^  read,  as  by 
the  Records  this  being  tlie  day  appointed  for  hearing, 

The  i)artios  a))peared  &  after  being  fully  heard  thereon  were 
ordered  to  withdraw. 

The  House  took  the  matter  under  consideration  and 

Voted,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  and  that  Mr.  John 
Webster,  .Josiah  BartlettcC  Samuel  Emerson  Esqs  be  a  committee 
to  lay  out  said  liigh  way  and  make  Report  as  soon  as  may  be  to 
the  General  Assembly. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  by  the  clerk.     [Concurred.] 


Fi'iday  June  7"^  17(35. 

The  Resolve  &  vote  of  this  house  relative  to  the  granting  of 
the  prayer  of  a  Petition  of  Samuel  Gerrish  tt  otiiers,  which 
passed  this  house  the  20""  ultimo,  being  read,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

Upon  reading  the  petition  of  Samuel  Gerrish,  John  Wood  & 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  Moses  Carr  and  Mary  his  wife  Representing 
that  thev  the  said  Samuel,  Elizabeth  &  Mary  are  heirs  to  the  es- 
tate of  Paul  Gerrish  Late  of  Dover  in  said  Province,  Esq.  deceased 
Intestate,  which  was  Not  yet  fully  settled  but  in  an  action  lately 
bro't  by  one  of  them  for  his  part,  all  the  parties  concerned  agreed 
to  a  general  reference  to  be  made  by  Rule  of  Court  and  to'have 
the  whole  Estate  settletl  in  an  Equitable  manner  by  Referreea 
Name<l  in  the  rule  of  Court,  that  the  Referrees  undertook  the 
business  but  before  Report  was  made  one  of  the  heirs,  viz,  Paul 
Gerrish  died,  which  preventeil  the  tinishing  the  said  settlement. 
That  the  at!;iir  is  very  perplexed  and  the'settlement  of  saiil  Es- 
tate difficult  by  reason  of  the  ditferent  parts  &  value  of  what  sev- 
eral of  the  heirs  had  received,  so  tliat  they  were  sensible  that  it 
could  not  be  Equitably  tlone  but  by  some  such  Method  as  they 
[p.  13.]  were  now  in,  and  therefore  they  prayed  the  said  Referrees 
might  be  authorized  to  proceed  notwitlistanding  the  death  afore- 
said, as  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs" of  the  deceas'd  as 
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well  ;is  the  Rt;st  and  the  Court  .•mthorized  to  enter  Jiult^nient 
on  the  report  oi'  the  said  ivterrees  and  confirm  and  establish  the 
wliole  &  award  Execution  if  necessary  as  fidly  to  all  int<nts  as  if 
no  such  court  had  happened  and  all  parties  were  now  liviii<r: 
Whicli  appe;irin<^  to  be  beneficial  to  all  parties  concerneil  in  said 
Estate  and  W(;uM  prevent  lawsuits,  and  as  it  appears  the  referrees 
bad  fully  heard  all  parties  concerneil  before  the  said  decease  and 
had  considered  the  allegations  &  pleas  of  the  said  Paul  Gerrish  as 
well  us  the  Rest:  —  Therefore  Resolved  &  Voted  That  the  refor- 
rees  in  the  case  aforesaid  be  and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  and 
Enabled  to  finish  whatever  they  have  yet  to  do  in  making  the  said 
settlement  and  nuike  their  Report  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be  and 
the  Court  to  which  said  Report  is  returnable  is  hereby  authorized 
to  receive  said  Report,  Enter  Judgment  thereon  and  award  Ex- 
ecution and  do  any  other  act  matter  or  thing  touching  the  premi- 
ses as  fully  to  all  intents  as  if  all  the  parties  concerned  in  the  said 
Relference  at  first  were  now  Living,  the  decease  ot  the  said  Paul 
Gerrish  son  of  said  intestate  Notwithstanding.  («) 

S.     II.  S.     S. 

(a)  Jdur.  C.  &  Asseui,  June  0,  1TG5.  The  petition  ot  Samuel  Gerrish 
et  alii  representini;  that  they  [were]  heirs  to  Paul  Gerrish  who  <lieil  ahout 
20  years  last  Past  Intestate,  that  the  said  Estate  was  carryed  into  the 
Law  for  settlement,  where  it  was  left  to  a  retlerence,  tliat  belon>  the  award 
was  i)ro't  in  (which  is  not  yet  tinished)  Paul  Gerrish  the  son  of  the  above 
Paul  deceased  Died  which  by  the  laws  of  the  Province  set  the  whole  of 
tlie  Proceedings  atfoat  —  Therefore  they  Pray  that  an  Act  may  be  made  to 
Enable  the  said  referrees  to  bring  iu  their  award  as  if  the  said  Paul  was  still 
livinfT.     iiead  li.  sent  down. 


Tuesday  June  ll"*  1765. 

[p.  14.]  Mr.  Sec^  Brot  down  Edward  Holyoke  President  of 
Harvard  College  Letter  directed  to  the  three  branches  of  Gov- 
ernm'  Returning  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Presid'  tfc  Fellows  of 
Harvard  College  in  Cambridge  for  the  assistance  generously 
granted  them  towards  the  retrieving  the  heavy  loss  they  latelj 
sustained  in  y"  Entire  distruction  of  their  ])ubUc  Library  &  Philo- 
sophical apparatus  by  tire,  signed  Edward  Holyoke  Presid'  in  the 
name  of  the  Pres'  &  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  which  was 
Read  —  the  original  Letter  is  on  file  in  the  Sec^'  office  (1). 


Wednesday  June  Vl'^  1765. 

His  late  Majestys  Instruction  relative  to  the  granting  a  salary 
to  the  Chief  Justice  &  other  Justices  of  his  Majeftys  iSuperiour 


Court  being  read 


(1)  This  letter  cannot  now  be  found.— Ed. 
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The  house  immediately  took  the  matter  under  consideration, 
and  after  mature  deliberation  &  consideration  thereon, 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question  wliether  the  house  would  f^rant 
any  Salary  to  the  Chief  Justice  and  other  Justices  of  his  Majes- 
tys  Sup''  Court,  &  it  ]iassed  in  the  negative:  — After  -which 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question  whether  the  house  would  reim- 
burse moneys  that  might  appear  to  liave  been  paid  the  Chief  Jus- 
[p.  15.]  tice  in  consequence  of  his  accepting  said  othce  for  past 
services,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Voted  ThatHl^ol"  Barr  »fc  Col"  Gofte  wait  on  his  Excellency  and 
inform  him  that  the  house  had  taken  his  late  Majestys  Instruction 
for  irrantino"  a  salary  to  tlie  Chief  Justice  &  others  his  Majestys 
Justices  of  the  Superiour  Court  un<ler  consideration,  &  that  the 
house  could  not  see  their  way  clear  to  burthen  their  constituents 
therewith. 

The  Treasurers  ace'  being  read  &,  Committees  Report  thereon, 
which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Province  of  | 

New  Hamp''  j  Portsmouth  June  5'**  1765. 

We  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  examine  the 
Treas"^  acc"^  have  acconlingly  examined  the  ace'  of  George  Jaffrey  Esq. 
Treasurer  of  said  Province  "from  the  last  settlem'  which  was  on  the  eiglit 
day  of  May  1764  up  to  this  Date  wherein  he  makes  a  Ballance  due  to  the 
Province  of  six  hundrt^d  forty-three  pounds,  nineteen  shillinc:s  &  one  farthing 
sterling  mon<jy  iu  gold  &  silver,  &  a.  BalhuR-e  of  one  hundred  thirty  nine 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  &  half  penny  sterling  money  on  the  Credit  of  this 
Governm',  as  well  a  Ballance  of  seven  hundred  Forty  four  pounds  seventeen 
shillinus  &  five  pence  fartliincr  New  Tenor  due  to  tlv^  Province.  &  find  the 
fiame  Plight  cast  and  well  vouched  Except  for  large  sums  of  Excise  moneys 
due  for  the  Vi^ars  1762  it  17t53  not  as  yet  accounted  for  it  there  is  still  more 
money  to  bo  accounted  for  by  way  of  Bonds.  Likewise  t'ae  sai  I  Treasurer  has 
not  accounted  fur  the  outstand-  Taxes  as  Rendered  on  tins  sides,  viz.  for 
[i'.  16.]  Four  hiuidred  sixty  nine  pounds  seven  shillings  ct  sixpence  ster?  of 
pterling  Emissions,  also  for  four  tliousand  two  hundred  Fifty  tiiree  pounds 
six  shill-"  tt  nine  pence  New  T<:nor  which  utter  the  several  Ballances  ought  & 
phould  be  the  next  Entry  in  liis  next  ace'  Curr'.  All  whicli  is  humbly  sub- 
mitted. 

Theodore  Atkinson 

Mark  H-  Wentworth 

.Jacob  bhoafe 

A.  Clarkson 


Committee. 


Ballance  due 

£64.'}:  19:  01-2  Str.  gold  &  silver 

V.iO:  19:  0  1-2  Sir-' Emissions 

744 :  17  :  '>  1-4  New  Tenor 

The  :ibovc  Report  &  the  ace"  therein  referred  to  being  read, 
Votel  and  Resolved  that  tiie  said  Treasurer's  ace''  &  the  .ibovo 
Report  thereon  be  Received  &  allowed,  and  that  the  Ti-e;isurer 
not  only  charge  himself  with  the  respective  Ballances  mentioned 
therein,  but  witli  the  several  sums  therein  said  to  be  outstanding, 
as  pr  his  ace'  Reu'lercd  of  out.standing  Taxes  In  )iis  next  acct  to 
be  R-ndered  as  Treasurer  of  s:iid  Province,  and  that  he  render 
his  next  ace  agreeable  thereto. 

Sent  up  lor  concurrence.  S.     H.  S.     S. 
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Thursday  June  13"^  1765  p.  m. 

[p.  17.]  Votu.l  Tliat  Col°  VYeare,  Col"  Gilman  Esqs  and  Cap- 
tain Thomas  W'  Wal(h-ou  be  a  [Ccjinmittce]  of  this  house  to  ex- 
amine &  see  what  Laws  ot"  a  pulUic  nature  would  be  benetieial  to 
be  passed  &  to  see  if  the  preamble  in  sundry  acts  now  before  the 
house  are  agneeable  to  act  of  Parliament.  Likewise  to  consult 
A;  consider  of  .any  other  Acts  that  may  be  benoHcial  to  be  passed 
&c.  and  make  lieport  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[p.  IS.]  On  a  motion  beinsf  made,  seconded  &  thii'ded  that  the 
Journal  of  the  [)resent  Hoa.se  of  Representatives  should  be 
printed  — 

The  House  took  the  s.une  under  C(Hisideration  and 

Voted,  That  llie  Journal  of  this  House  be  printed  at  the  charge 
of  the  Province,  one  for  his  Excellency,  one  for  each  memlKT  of 
the  l)o:ird,  one  tor  each  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  &  one 
tor  <\'U'h  TowJi  tli.at  semis  Representatives  making  in  the  whole 
seventy-three  A:  Read  ct  Revoted  the  28'"  day. 

Sunt  up  by — 

May  it  plcnae  your  Excellency 

In  obedience  to  your  Excolleney's  Recommendation  in  your  .Speech  at  tha 
opeuini,^  of  tlie  present  Assembly  to  be  dilii^ent  in  tlie  etlectina;  only  sucli 
tilings  as  are,  ol'  absolute  necessity  tor  tlie  well  beinj;  of  the  Governni',  We 
immediately  took  tliose  thiniis  under  consideration,  and  upon  mature  delib- 
eration we  found  that  tlie  establisliin^^  of  something  as  a  medium  to  dischnri^e 
Debts  and  tor  Levyini,^  Taxes  for  dis.-haruin.i;  the  oontini^eiit  eharp:''S  of  the 
Ooverriment  t()r  tlu;  future,  the  Re'j:ul  itinu;  Interest  and  sinkiir,- as  scon  as 
possible  our  Bills  of  (,'redit  were  ai)s(;hitidy  necessary  for  this  Kad,  and  .ac- 
cordingly past  Acts  and  a  Resolve  for  this  purpose,  winch  liave  been  for  some 
time  laid  before  your  Excellency  for  your  consideration,  to  whicli  we  pray 
your  Excellency's  assent:  And  are  fully  convinced  that  such  is  our  present 
situation  that  as  to  any  method  we  can  think  of,  no  Provision  can  be  made 
for  payiiiv,'  tlie  necessary  charize  for  the  support  of  Government  unless  your 
Excellency  can  assent  to  the  said  Act  and  i;esi)lve,  which  we  pray  may  be  as 
soon  as  Possiljle.  as  the  Principal  business  of  the  session  now  waits  for  your 
Excellency's  Determination. 

Voted  that  the  preceding  message  be  sent  to  his  Excellency. 

S.     H.  S.     S. 
Sent  uj)  by  Col"  jMonlton  &  Josiah   Bartlett,  Escj'. 


Saturday  .June  I-V"  1765. 

Col"  Moulton  &  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq'  who  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency this  morn'-'  with  the  Mess"  voted  last  evening.  Returned  & 
said  they  had  delivered  y''  same,  and  sai<l  that  his  ExccU'  Intended 
to  kee[)  the  house  sitting  next  week  &  <lesired  there  might  be  a 
full  house,  —  'twas  immediately  ordered  that  the  Clerk  agreeable 
thereto  write  to  all  tlie  absent  members  to  give  their  attendance 
on  the  General  Assembly  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  the 
Clerk  agreeable  thereto  wrote  to  all  the  absent  members  to  give 
their  attendance  the  beginning  of  the  week. 
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Sundry  Acts  of  Parliament  read  in  order  to  find  out  what  of 
[p.  19]  them  micjht  be  adopted  as  Laws  in  the  Province  agreeable 
to  its  Constitution.     Adjounied. 


Tuesday  June  IS'*-  1765. 

Mr.  Sec'  Bro't  (b)wn  his  Excellency's  Mesa*  to  the  Assembly  of 
this  date  Relative  to  granting  a  salary  to  the  Chief  Justice  & 
others  his  Majesty's  Justices  ot  his  Majesty's  Superiour  Court  of 
Judicature,  w*^''  is  on  tile.  FAkewise  Bro't  down  the  petition  of 
sundrys  of  the  Inhabitants  cfcc.  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  a 
LiLcht  house  at  some  suitable  place  near  tlie  mouth  ot  Piscatat^ua 
harbour  (1)  &  humbly  Requesting  that  said  atfair  may  be  taken 
under  consideration  ttc 

(to ri'rn ors   Jf"-^if'if/e. 
[Copied  f'ruin  MS.  Gov"  M-^s^  Vol.  III.,  p.  285.] 

Mr.  Speaker  (ind  Gcntleiaen  of  the  Asmnihli/  — 

Upon  heariu'.;  tVoiu  divers  quarters  that  it  lias  hotui  dotormined  by  a  great 
majority  in  this  Assembly  not  to  fix  a  salary  on  the  Chief  Justice  and  other 
Justices  of  his  Majostys  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  a^reeable  to  his  late 
^[ajestys  Instruction,  I  was  tletermined  to  press  you  to  reconsider  the  Instruc- 
tion a'4ain.  an  Instruction  calculated  so  much  lor  the  ease  and  benefit  of  the 
subject,  by  putimj;  it  in  your  power  to  Jud-^e  of  tiie  ability  of  the  people  you 
represent.  &  when  you  have  so  u'reat  an  iudalLfeni'e  put  into  your  hands,  you 
will  be  Icit  without  the  lest  excuse,  if  you  ne^^lect  it;  For  the  Instruction  you 
may  depend  will  be  kept  alive  until  the  Kin^s  pleasure  is  obeyed  &  Ids  .gra- 
cious purposts  fully  answered. 

I  must  therefore  refer  you  to  consider  wfiether  it  will  not  be  more  for  the 
Interest  of  the  (rovernmeut  to  Embrace  the  present  advantage,  than  to  liave 
the  work  done  for  you  in  another  place  tt  at  a  nuich  greater  expence. 

If  I  remember  rightly  the  present  Assembly  is  the  third  Assembly  that  I 
have  laid  this  Instruction  before,  whieli  is  an  Indulgence  you  could  not  well 
expect,  aibl  if  y<Mi  will  t.d<e  my  advice,  comply  with  the  Instruction  chear- 
fuUy  ife  readily,  v.t  your  i-ou-tituants  will  be  the  gainers,  but  if  you  do  not,  I 
think  1  have  washed  my  hands  ch^u-  iVom  .dl  future  blame  or  censure. 


Coimeil  (  haiulxT  in 
Portsmouth  June  Is'^^  170"). 


B.   WKNTWORl'ir. 


Wednesday  .Fune  lli"^  17(i.'). 

The  petition  of  sundi-ys  of  the  Inhnliitauts  of  Portsmouth  tfcc. 
setting  forth  the  necessity  of  a  Light  house  at  some  suitable  j)lace 
near  tlie  month  of  Piscataqna  IF.irbour  &c.  &  humbly  requesting 
that  sail!  .atlair  may  be  taken  under  consideration  Soc.  Being 
again  read 

()rd('i-ed   That    the  petitioners  have  leave  by  Mess'*  John  Sher- 

il)  This  [jctitidn  r:nini.t  now  ho  tiiimil.— Ed. 
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burne,  Jon'  Warner,  Daniel  Rindge,  Sam'  Cutts,  Thomas  Went- 
worth,  Gregory  Prescott,  Titus  Salter  &  George  janverrin  to  take 
a  view  of  Odiorne's  Point  &  any  other  place  which  they  may 
think  more  suitable  to  Erect  a  Light  house  on,  that  they  prepare 
a  plan  of  the  Building,  make  an  Estimate  of  the  cost  thereof,  & 
the  annual  Expense  of  supporting  it,  consider  what  materials 
will  be  most  suitable  for  such  a  building  &  make  Report  to  the 
General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be.  (a) 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  by  Capt.  Giddings  [Concurred] 

(a)  Joun.  of  C.  &  Assem.  June  18">  1765.  The  petition  of  sundry  the  In- 
habitants of  Portsm'^  and  Parts  adjacent  Fraying  that  the  money  laying  in 
the  Treasury  for  the  Interest  of  the  £25000  loan  «&  appointed  to  the  Building 
a  Light  house  may  be  apply'd  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  Depretiation 
of  s'^  money  may  be  made  good  &e.  read,  recommended  &  sent  down. 

[p.  20.]  P.  M. 

His  Excelly*  mess"  to  the  Assembly  of  the  IS""  Instant  was 
again  read  and  under  consideration  &v. 

A  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Mass*  to  the  Speaker  of  this  present  house  Relative  to  a  Commit- 
tee from  each  of  the  Colonies  &  Burgesses  to  meet  at  the  City  of 
New  York  to  consult  together  on  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
Colonies  &c.  being  read,  and  under  consideration  :     Adjourned. 


Thursday  June  20"'  1765. 

His  Excellencys  Mess*  of  the  IS'**  Instant  wherein  he  says  "I 
"was  determined  to  press  you  to  reconsider  the  Instruction  again 
"Relative  to  granting  a  salary  to  the  Chief  Justice  &  others  the 
"  Ju.sticfes  of  his  Majesties  Superior  Court,"  being  again  read. 

The  house  took  the  matter  under  consideration  &  alter  many 
Debates  thereon 

Mr,  Sjieaker  put  it  to  vote  whetlier  the  vote  that  pass'd  the 
house  the  12"'  Instant  should  be  Reconsidered  and 

Voteil  That  said  vote  of  the  Vl'^  Instant  be  reconsidered. 

The  late  Kings  lnsti-ncti«M!  relative  to  gr:;nt-  Salarys  to  y*"  Jus- 
tices &c.  being  read  and  alter  many  argum"  thereon 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question  wiiether  the  house  would  grant 
a  Salary  to  the  Chief  Justice  &  other  his  Majesties  Justices  of  the 
Superit>ur  Court  of  Judica'"'  &  it  passM  in  tlie  Negative. 

On  a  motion  being  made  for  appointing  a  Com''"''  to  prepare  an 
[p.  21.]  answer  to  his  Excellencys  Mess"  ot  y'=  18"*  Instant,  w"^ 
being  seconded  &  thirdM, 

Voted,  That  the  Hon'''^  Henry  Sherburne  Mesliech  Weare  Esq' 
Col"  Peter  Gilman  Esq.  and  Capt.  Tho'  W'  Waldron  be  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  house  to  prepare  .an  answer  to  liis  Excellencys 
Mess"  of  the  18"'  Curr'  &  lay  the  same  before  the  house  as  soon  as 
may  be. 
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The  Committee  immediately  attended  that  Business. 

The  Committee  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  his  Excellencys  Mess* 
of  the  IS"*  Instant  Bro't  the  same  into  the  house,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  put  it  to  vote  whether  the  said  Answer 
should  be  Incrross'd  in  order  to  be  sent  to  his  Excollency,  and  it 
pass'd  in  v''  Affirmative. 

P.  M. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  White  (1)  Speaker  of  the  General  Court 
of  the  Mnss"  Bay  to  the  Si<eaker  of  this  present  house  recommend- 
in<r  a  Committee  to  be  .appointed  to  joyn  with  a  Committee  of 
that  house  &  others  of  tlie  several  Governm'*  on  the  Continant  lo 
repair  to  Xew  York  by  the  first  Tuesday  of  Octob''  next  to  con- 
sult tOLjether  on  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Colonies  & 
the  difficulties  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced  by  the  op- 
eration of  the  Acts  ot  Pariiaiuent  for  levying  Duties  &  Taxes  on 
the  C<)ionies  &c.  &c.     Beiuij:  Read. 

The  }r<>u>(--  t(,ok  the  matter  under  consideration,  and 

Voted  Thar  the  Hon'>'^'  Col"  Weare  &  Capt.  Thomas  W^  Wal- 
dron  be  :)  Committee  of  this  House  to  prepare  an  answer  thereto 
&  lay  the  same  before  the  house  .as  soon  as  raay  be. 

The  An.^wer  to  his  Excellenoy's  Mess"  of  th.e  IS"'  Inst  prepared 
by  the  Cosumittee  in  ihc  forenoon,  &  vote^l  to  be  Ingroced,  accord- 
ingly \\  as,  and  after  beincr  a'jain   Reail  which  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Mill/  it  please  your  Exccllcncii  — 

From  your  Excolloney's  Assuram^*'  iu  your  Speech  al  tho  opeuinij  tliis  Ses- 
sion &  our  own  <lispasit;<^n  we  depended  on  ;j:reat  harmony  in  t\u-  Legisla- 
ture, and  in  our  Ar.swpr  thereto  assured  your  Exc^^IIeiicy  ainouist  other 
things  that  if'  you  shoui«i  order  hi?  late  Majesties  Instruction  before  us  that 
we  would  Act  what  appear.'d  to  be  duty  tl;c-reon  &  aL^oonliu^ly  did  ho.  But 
last  week  hearin;;  Irom  divrs  persons  that  you  Expect<-d  our  det-^nnination 
in  that  matter  to  be  sent  you  previous  to  your  consiilr-rin'.^  some  Bills  before 
your  Excellency,  on  \v<"''  the  Weal  of  the  Province  Depends :  We  a  in^w  turned 
[p.  22.]  our  attention  thereto  &  came  to  such  resolution  as  your  Excellency 
is  pleased  to  mention  l^  sent  some  members  to  wait  on  your  Excellency 
therewith  A;  so  by  our  records  we  find  three  if  no  more  preceeding  Assemblys 
have  sai  I  on  the  matter  it  on  your  Excellency's  r^'quisition  we  have  recon- 
siderd  the  Instruction  &  have  no  doubt  but  his  late  Majesty  aimeii  thereby 
at  the  Ease  and  Benefit  of  the  sui)ject  whatever  the  aims  of  those  were  who 
made  the  representation  on  whicli  it  was  founded,  But 

May  it  please  your  Excellency — 

If  a  solemn  Proclamation  in  full  life  &  vigour  of  his  present  Majesty 
against  unjust  exaction  in  North  America  is  unattended  to  in  any  of  its 
parts.  If  the  Courts  arc  all  still  held  in  Portsm"  &  if  y  necessary  expense  of 
peoples  travel  atteniiin'j:  tlip  Superiour  i\r  other  Courts  there  exclusive  of  the 
fees  paid,  is  often  more  than  the  whole  value  of  the  thing  Xecessarily  at- 
tended about  we  think  it  Duty  to  say  as  before  tliat  we  cannot  cliarge  the 
Governm'  with  such  s  ilary.  liut  that  it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  our  Con- 
stituents t:i  give  salary  to  the  Justices  of  the  Sup'  Court  equal  to  their  time 
fatigue  vfe  troubl ',  wher"  the  L  iw  is  ahninist 'r^d  in  sucii  commodious  Places 
of  the  (Tovernm-  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the 
Legislature  we  are  clear  in  &  shall  be  ready  to  do. 

ll) This  letter  cannot  now  l>i;  found.— Ed. 
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To  promote  the  general  good  of  the  Province  under  your  Excellency's  ad- 
ministration is  what  we  sincerely  aim  at  &  Doubt  not  but  we  shall  be  able  to 
justify  our  conduct  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  Constituents  &  so  as  to  have 
his  Majestys  gracious  approbation  should  our  case  be  fully  known  to  hira  ;  & 
surely  we  have  reason  to  expect  your  Excellencys  care  for  the  welfare  of  this 
people  which  you  so  tenderly  express  in  the  present  case  will  be  extended  to 
those  other  thiu'^s  essential  to  the  well  being  of  the  Province  which  hereto- 
fore have  been  often  Represented  to  your  Excellency  &  now  lay  before  you, 
«fe  if  these  things  cannot  be  obtained  we  can  proceed  no  further  in  making 
Provision  for  service  Notwithstanding  our  ready  chearfuU  disposition  thereto, 
muc.o  our  present  situation  puts  it  out  of  our  power. 

Voted  that  the  preceeding  ha  sent  to  his  Excellency  in  answer 
to  iiis  Exci'Il%-*s  Mess"  to  the  House  of  the  18'"  Inst mt. 

S.     H.  S.     S. 


Friday  June  2P'  1765. 

Rich'  Jeunes  t\\e  8'  Esq.  IntbriuGd  the  house  that  Capt.  Sam' 
Gerrish  with  Sam'  Hobert  Esq.  <k'sirod  to  be  admitted  into  tlie 
house  to  enforce  his  petition  &  the  ace"  theieto  referred  to  for 
supplyinof  soldiers  with  cloaths,  &c. 

They  accordingly  were  admitted,  &  after  being  fully  heard 
thereon  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 

The  house  took  the  matter  under  consideration  &  orderd  to  lay 
till  the  afternoon. 

The  Committee  to  vvait  on  his  Excellency  yesterday  with  y" 
houses'  answer  to  his  Excelly's  Mess*  of  the' 18' '  Inst.  Inform'd 
the  house  this  morning  that  his  ExccH'y  at\er  reading  the  same 
said  that  he  had  d.one  all  he  could  thereon. 

[i'.  28.]  This  forenoon  was  spent  chiefly  in  w.iiring  to  hear 
from  his  Excellency. 

On  the  j petition  of  Sam'  Gerrish  praying  thai  his  :icc''  for  cloath* 
of  sundry  soldiers  in  the  y.-ar  1761,  might  be  allowed  etc. 

Voted,  That  there  be  allowed  &  paid  to  Sam'  Gerrish  or  his 
onler  the  sum  of  thirteen  Pounds  sterling  #-  seventeen  Pounds 
6-8  Proclamation  mone\  out  of  money  in  y""  Treasury,  in  tull  for 
said  petition  it  the  several  Ace"  thereto  annexed.     [Concurred.] 


Saturday  .fune  22''  1765. 

Xo  answer  from  liis  Excellency  to  the  house's  Mess'  to  him  last 
Thursday.     Adjourned. 


[p.  24.]  Mon.iay  June  24'"  1765.     P.  M. 

Still  in  waiting  to  hear  his  Excellency's  determination  Relative 
to  the  Bill  for  establishing  the  moneys  within  this  Province  &  for 
making  foreign  Coin  a  Tender  in  Law  etc.  Likewise  the  Bill 
against  Exorbitant  Interest  &c.  as  therein  Declared. 
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Tuesday  June  25"'  1765.     P.  M. 

The  house  still  sitting  in  an  mactive  state  no  Mess'  from  y* 
Board  nor  his  Excellency  Relative  to  the  two  important  Acta  now 
before  him,  one  for  y"  Establish^  the  moneys,  the  other  against 
taking  exorbitant  Interest. 

The  house  being  very  uneasy  in  sitting  so  long  spending  their 
time  to  little  or  no  purpose,  &  the  great  Expence  'twas  to  their 
constituants,  took  the  matter  under  serious  consideration  &  came 
to  the  following  resolution,  That  a  written  Mess*  be  sent  to  his 
Excellency  Immediately  setting  forth  the  present  situation  we 
were  in,  &c 

Order'd  That  a  Mess"  be  Immediately  prepared  agreable  thereto 
&  lay  the  same  before  the  house  as  soon  as  may  be. 

An  Ansxcerf  was  Immediately  prepared  &  laid  before  the 
house,  which  was  read,  & 

Voted  That  said  Mess*  be  Imediately  Engroced.  It  accord- 
ingly was,  and  being  read  again,  which  was  as  follows,  viz. 

[p.  25.]     May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

5y  the  Journals  of  the  late  Assembly  it  appears  that  on  the  25'*'  day  of 
Jan>"  past  two  bills  of  izreat  Importance  passed  in  that  house  &  were  sent  up 
to  the  Hon'''*  Board  where  they  were  concurred  &  laid  before  your  Excel- 
lency, till  on  the  b-''  day  of  March  that  Assembly  was  Dissolved. 

The  present  House  which  was  convened  y*"  21''  of  May  as  soon  as  qualified 
to  act  sent  a  Mess*  to  the  Hon'''''  Board  desir-  that  such  bills  &  Resolves  as 
were  sent  up  in  the  last  session  of  the  late  Assembly  &  had  not  obtained 
your  Excellency's  consent  mipbt  be  sent  down. 

The  two  l)ills  above  mentioned,  viz.  A  bill  for  establishing  the  value  of 
money,  and  a  bill  against  exorbitant  Interest  with  Twenty  two  other  public 
&  private  Bills  were  soon  sent  down ;  the  house  Immediately  took  under 
consideration  these  very  Important  Bills  for  Establishing  the  value  of  money 
&  against  exorbitant  Interest,  &  on  the  25"'  day  of  May  passed  and  sent  them 
up  to  the  Hon'"''  Board.  Since  which  Eighteen  other  bills  have  been  passed 
in  the  house  and  sent  up  besides  some  Resolves  <Sr  votes  of  Importance  & 
upon  Enquiry  at  the  Hon''''^  Board  we  can"t  find  that  any  of  them  have  yet 
obtained  your  Excellencys  assent. 

May  it  please  your  Excetkncy 

'The  remaining  business  of  the  session  depends  Intirely  on  the  two  Bills 
just  mentioned  &  the  house  cannot  with  any  propriety  proceed  to  the  mak- 
ing a  supply  Bill  or  any  grant  for  the  Discharge  ot  Pro^inoial  debts  till  they 
have  your  Excellency's  determination  thereon  which  we  have  hern  expecting 
three  weeks  pat  to  the  great  Expence  of  the  Governm',  not  having  had  any 
matters  of  consequence  before  us  but  what  Intirely  depends  on  those  Bills. 

We  therefore  earnestly  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  not  keep  us  any 
longer  in  such  an  inactive  state  but  either  be  pleased  to  pass  those  Bills 
which  are  of  such  importance  to  tlie  Honour  of  the  Crown  &  true  Interest 
of  the  subjects  or  permit  us  to  retire  and  look  after  our  private  affairs  till 
your  Excellency  may  he  disposed  to  permit  u.s  to  proceed  on  the  necessary 
business  of  the  province  in  a  way  consistant  with  reason  &  Dignity  of  the 
British  Constitution. 

Voted,  That   the  preceding  Mess*  be  sent  to  his  Excellency^ 

S.   H.  S.  S. 
Sent  up  Col°  Goffe  &  Capt.  Walker. 
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Wednesday  June  26""  1765. 

Mr.  Sec'  Brot  Down  his  Excellencys  Mess*  to  the  House  in  an- 
swer to  their  Mess'  of  yesterday  &  Retired.  The  house  took  the 
same  under  consideration  &  after  many  debates  thereon,  order 
to  lay  till  the  atlernoon  for  further  consideration  (and  the  same 
was  Read  &  is  on  file.) 

V  Governor's  Message. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Gov"  Mess",  Vol.  UL,  p.  287.] 

Mr.  Speaker  <fc  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

If  diflBculties  have  been  started  in  your  house  without  the  lest  foundation 
in  reason  or  in  Justice,  &  from  thence  prejudices  have  arisen,  it  is  your  duty 
to  remove  them. 

I  have  therefore  only  to  observe  that  as  your  message  of  the  25'*i  Instant 
pr  Colonel  Gotfe  &  Capt  Worthen  containing  nothing  new,  I  shall  only  refer 
you  to  the  two  acts  therein  mentioned,  &  say,  that  as  soon  as  the  Act  to 
enable  the  Treasurer  to  Issue  his  Warrants  for  the  supply  you  intend  to  make 
&  the  grants  come  properly  up  to  me.  you  may  rely  I  shall  consent  to  the 
whole  or  reject  the  whole  that  depends  on  these  two  acts. 

B.  Wentwobth. 

Council  Chamber  in 
Portsm"  June  26">  1765. 

P.M. 

His  Excellency's  Mess*  of  this  date  to  the  house  was  again 
Read. 

Voted  That  Col''  Goffe,  Col°  Barr  &  josiah  Bartlett  Esqs  all  be 
a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  &  to  desire  and  pray  him 
to  give  his  Assent  to  the  Bills  now  before  him  for  upwards  ot 
three  weeks  last  past :  viz. 

A  Bill  for  Establishing  the  value  of  money,  and  a  Bill  against 
exorbitant  Interest,  &  that  if  his  Excellency  couhl  not  at  present 
assent  to  said  acts  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  adjourn  the  house 
until]  he  was  fully  determined  whether  he  would  give  his  consent 
to  said  two  Bills  or  not.     Adjourned. 


Thursday  June  27"^  1765.     P.  M. 

The  house  setting  still  waiting  his  Excellencys  determination 
Relative  to  the  Bills  for  Establishing  our  moneys  &  the  Bill 
asrainst  exorbitant  Interest. 

There  being  no  Publick  business  or  any  tnatter  ot  Importance 
before  the  house  —  Adjourned,  till 


Friday  June  28'*'  1765. 

The  Hon*"'*  Theodore  Atkinson  Jun.  Sec^   came  down    &   In- 
form'd  the  house  that  his  Excellency  had  given  his  assent  to  the 
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Bill  for  establishing  our  moueys  and  the  Bill  against  exorbitant 
Interest  &  had  signed  y*  same  &  Retired,  &  laid  them  on  the 
Table  &  after  perusal  were  returned  by  Major  Downing. 

[The  aforesaid  Bills  being  of  special  importance  are  here  inserted:  copied 
entire  as  recorded  in  a  bound  MS.  volume  in  the  Secretary's  office,  "  Acta 
1741-1765,"'  pp.  534-538.— Ed.] 

Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  magnte  Brittaniae  et  Hibernias,  Quinto. 

An  Act  to  restrain  tt  Prevent  the  taking  excessive  usury. 

Wherea3  the  taking  excessive  Interest  for  the  loan  of  money  is  a  discouragem' 
of  trade  Labour  &  Industry  when  the  usurer  malves  as  much  Profit  by  his 
money  only  as  the  fair  Dealer  the  Honest  Husbandman  &  Ingenious  Ar- 
tificer can  by  their  money  Time  &  Labour,  and  is  often  the  occasion  by 
taking  the  advantage  of  the  necessities  &  Exigencies  of  such  Persons — 

Then- 
Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Goveruour,  Council  tt  Assembly  that  no  Person  or 
Persons  whomsoever  from  and  alter  tlie  first  Day  of  August  in  the  present 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ik  sixty-five  upon  any  contract  which  shall 
be  made  shall  take  either  directly  or  iudirectly  for  the  Loan  of  any  money 
wares  merchandise  or  any  other  Personal  Estate  whatsoever  above  the  value 
of  six  Pounds  for  the  use  &  torbtarance  of  one  hundred  Pounds  for  a  year  & 
so  after  that  rate  tor  a  greater  or  lesser  sum  or  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time 
and  all  Bonds  contracts  mortgages  it  assurances  whatsoever  made  after  the 
Time  aforesaid  for  the  payment  of  any  Principal  or  money  lent  or  covenanted 
to  be  lent  upon  or  for  usury  whereupon  or  whereby  tliero'shall  be  reserved  or 
taken  above  the  rate  of  six  Pounds  in  the  Hundred  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  ut- 
terly void  it  all  and  every  Person  it  Persons  whomsoever  who  shall  after  the 
Time  aforesaid  upon  any  Contract  take  accept  A:  receive  bv  way  or  means  of 
any  corrupt  bargain  loan  exchange  or  by  Covin  or  Deceiti'uJ  Conveyance  or 
by  any  other  way  or  means  whatsoever  above  the  sum  of  six  pounds  for  the 
forbearance  of  one  hun(U'ed  Pounds  for  a  year  &  so  after  that  rate  for  a 
greater  or  lesser  sum  or  for  a  lonu'^r  or  shorter  time,  shall  forfeit  or  lose  for 
every  such  offence  tiie  full  value  of  the  goods  &  monies  or  otiier  things  so 
lent  Excliauged  Bargained  sold  or  agreed,  one  moiety  thereof  to  his  Majesty 
for  the  use  of  the  governm'  &  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  wliu  shall  in- 
form &  sue  for  the  same  with  cost. 

Provided  nothing  in  tliis  Act  shall  extend  to  the  letting  of  Cattel  or  other 
usages  of  like  nature  in  practice  among  Farmers  or  maritime  Contracts 
among  merch's  as  Bottomry  or  course  of  Exchange  as  hath  been  heretofore 
used. 

And  whereas  Persons  who  may  be  Disposed  to  take  exorbitant  Interest 
may  »&  often  do  Transact  the  matter  in  so  private  a  manner  that  it  is  difficult 
to  prove  the  Truth  of  the  Fact  — 

Therefore  be  it  Enacte.l  that  when  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  after  the 
said  first  day  of  August  be  sued  on  any  Bond  contract  mortgage  or  any  as- 
surance whatsoever  given  or  made  after  that  time  for  the  Paym'  of  any 
money  goods  or  Personal  Estate  whatsoever  wherein  or  whereby  any  sum  is 
given  secured  or  taken  for  tiie  forbearim;  or  giving  Day  of  Paym'  for  a  longer 
or  shorter  time  than  in  such  case  if  (the  creditor  being  alive)  if  the  Debtor 
or  Debtors  sliall  come  into  Court  where  the  cause  is  to  be  tryed  and  shall 
offer  to  make  oath  &  if  required  by  the  court  actuallv  swears  to  the  same  that 
there  is  taken  received  or  secured  l)y  such  Bond  Contract  mortgage  or  assur- 
ance above  the  rate  of  six  Pounds  in  th(!  Hundred  for  the  forbearance  of  the 
same  whether  it  be  money  or  other  things  for  one  year  &  so  after  that  rate 
for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum  or  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  or  that  the  Credi- 
tors have  received  more  than  after  the  rate  of  six  Pounds  in  the  Hundred  for 
the  forbearance  or  Loan  of  any  sum  of  money  or  other  Personal  Estate  or 
thing  sued  for  per  Annum,  such  Bond  Contract  mortgage  or  assurance  shall 
be  utterly  void  &  the  Debtor  fully  &  absolutely  discharged  forever  of  &  from 
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such  Demand  unless  the  Creditor  will  Bona  fide  swear  that  lie  or  they  have 
not  directly  or  indirectly  wittingly  taken  or  received  nmre  than  utter  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent  pr  annum  tor  forbearance  or  ijivin.i;  Day  of  Payment  A  that 
hy  such  Bond  Contract  rnort^age  or  assurance  there  is  not  reserved  or  taken 
more  than  alter  Ihe  rate  of  six  per  cent  pr  annum  tor  forlioarance  or  .i^ivini; 
Day  of  Payment  for  the  money  uoods  or  thing's  sued  for  or  demanded. 

And  it  is  iierehy  ordered  &  Dinicti'd  that  the  Proviso  iV  Exeiptions  hi-rein 
before  decl.u-ed  siiall  extend  it  i)e  continued  ,Sc  deemed  to  extend  to  this  ca.x; 
also. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  Enaett^l  that  all  securilys  and  a<>uranees  for  money 
or  other  Personal  Estate  now  subsisting  in  which  notwithstanding  a  greater 
or  higher  Interest  may  l)e  contracted  for  yet  shall  i)C  reilueed  to  six  pounds  pr 
Cent  per  annum  Interest  for  money  or  other  Personal  Estate  witldn  seven 
months  from  the  Passing  this  act  and  all  su<-li  securities  or  e.ssurances  as 
shall  not  he  changed  but  remain  as  originally  taken  &  shall  be  sued  alter 
that  time,  the  Court  where  the  .Judgment  shall  h"  i;iven  shall  allow  no  more 
than  six  Pounds  pr  (lent  on  the  sum  expressed  in  the  security  of  the  same 
kind  of  money  expressed  &  agreeil  for  therein  after  the  Expiration  of  the 
aforesaid  seven  months. 

Province  of  Xew  Ramp' 

In  the  house  of  Representative.s  May  the  25^^  1765. 
This  bill  having  been  read  throe  times, 
Voted  that  it  pass  to  be  Enacted. 

H.  Slu;rburne.  Speaker. 

In  Council  June  T">  1765. 
Tliis  bill  read  a  third  time  i&  past  to  be  Enacted. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  jr.  Sec?. 
Consented  to. 

B.  Wkntwocth. 


Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  Tertii  .Magn;e  Brittaimi:e.  Franciie  et  Iliberniie 
Quinto. 

.1/)  act  for  ii.srcridhiinfi  tin'  value  of  roin'ij  >//r"c  jf-  <i<ild  <.{■  Ji^xjUsii  liolf- 
pence  tt  fdrthinf/s  ami  ilir  nttes  at  whirlt  thoij  sl/aLl  ,"ass  ha-  tlw  f'ut.urf  ia 
this  Province. 

Whereas  the  Bills  of  Cre^lit  of  this  Province  call  'il  Xew  Tenor  wliicli  have 
Passed  in  Private  Payment-,  in  Lieu  of  moiu'y  .md  in  which  tiie  .Judgment.'' 
of  the  several  Courts  of  Justice  have  been  cntereii  are  now  (nearly)  all 
sunk  and  there  being  no  Eiw  of  this  Province  wliich  ascertains  &  fixes  the 
value  or  rate  at  which  th-  Silver  ifc  (toM  Coin  that  is  current  it  passinL' 
here  sliall  be  taken  and  various  estimations  in  tliat  case  being  inconvenient 
Therefore, 

Be  it  Enacted  !'y  the  (iovernor  Council  and  A-sembly  T!iat  one  Guinea 
shall  be  valued  at  Twenty-eiul-.t  shillings,  an  English  Crown  at  six  shillinu's  I'i- 
eight  pence,  an  half  Crown  at  three  shillings  &  tour  pence,  and  EnijUtih  shil- 
ling &  one  shillinfi  it  four  pence,(l)  S:  English  six  pence  at  ciuht  pence,  all 
Spjiiish  mill'd  peiees"  of  Eiuht  or  Dollars  of  full  weight  at  six  shillings 
a  Pcice,  and  the  Half  Quarter  and  otiicr  less  P-dccs  of  t!ie  s  ime  eoin  in  the 
same  proportion  —  a  Doui)le  Joh. nines  or  gold  c.-iin  of  I'ortugal  of  tlr^  value 
of  Three  pounds  twelve  sliiHiir^s  sterling  tt  four  poands  sixteen  shillings,  a 
.single  Johannes  of  the  value  of  thirty  six  shilling's  sterling  it  Forty  ei^lit 
.Bhillings,  a  moidore  at  thirty  six  shillings,  a  Pistole  of  lull  weight  ;'.t  Twenty 
two  shillings,  Three  English  farthinus  for  one  Penny,  ami  English  hali-pence 
in  proportion,  and  any  Debt  bargain  or  Contract  that  shall  be  made  in  this 

(1)  Frubably  tlii.s  bIiouKI  read,  uii  "  Eii^'li.sU  sliillin^  .at  one  sliilling  &  four  jienco."— Ki) 
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Province  from  &  iifter  the  first  Day  of  August  which  shall  be  in  this  present 
year  of  1765  for  tiie  sum  of  Twenty  eis^ht  shillin:^g  shall  be  paid  &  discharged 
by  one  Guinea,  &  every  debt  <&:  "Contract  of  &  for  six  shillings  and  eight 
Pence  shall  be  paid  &  discharged  by  one  such  crown  it  so  of  all  other  sums 
in  tiie  same  proportion  which  shall  be  discharged  by  the  several  species  of 
<'oin  a'oresaid  at  the  respective  rates  above  declared  for  any  Debt,  bargain 
contract  or  service  whatso^v.^r,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  unlawful  to  ut- 
ter pass  or  take  the  same  at  any  greater  or  higher  rates. 

And  1)6  it  further  Enactetl,  Tliat  any  Person  within  this  Province  after  the 
first  Day  of  August  aforesaid  for  the  discharge  of  any  debt  contract  or  Bar- 
gain made  alter  that  time  shall  account  receive  take  or  Pay  any  of  the  several 
species  of  Coin  befoie  mentioned  at  any  greater  or  higher  rate  than  the  re- 
spective sums  albresaid,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  &  pay  the  sum 
of  Fifty  Pounds  for  every  sucli  otfence,  one  nioity  thereof  to  his  majesty  for 
the  use  of  the  government  &  the  otlier  moity  thereof  to  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  shall  inform  or  sue  for  the  same  to  be  recovered  Ijy  Presentment  of 
the  Grand  Jury  (in  which  case  the  said  moity  shall  i)e  equally  Divided  among 
them,)  or  by  Plaint  or  Information  in  any  of  his  3Iajestys  Courts  of  Record 
in  this  Province  witii  full  cost. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  that  all  debts  Bargains  Contracts  &  Dues  what- 
soever which  shall  be  ilue,  agreed  contracted  or  made  from  &  after  the  said 
first  day  of  August  aforesaid  in  this  Province  wherein  money  is  to  be  paid  or 
is  made  the  measure  &  value  of  the  things  under  consideration  shall  be  un- 
derstood and  are  hereby  ileclarod  to  be  at  the  estimate  and  valuation  aforesaid 
&  all  acc'-^  sluiU  he  kept  and  regulated  accordingly  or  they  shall  not  be  allowed 
or  admitted  to  be  produced  in  evidence  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  de- 
manded in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  of  record  within  this  Province  and  all 
Judgments  of  the  said  Courts  respectively  shall  be  Entred  for  LawfuU  money 
of  this  Province  wliich  shall  l)e  computed  &  discharged  by  the  several  species 
of  coin  aforesaid  or  any  of  them  at  the  respective  rates  at  which  they  are 
herein  fixed  t!c  valued  as  above  ileclared. 

And  Be  it  uuther  Enacted  that  in  Paying  &  satisfying  Dclits  Contracts  & 
Bargains  made  before  the  aforesaid  first  day  of  August  which  may  be  paid  by 
the  aforesaid  money  at  the  valuation  by  this  Act  fixed  but  whicli  were  made 
&  understood  by  the  parties  concerned  to  be  in  Bills  of  Credit,  that  impartial 
Justice  may  be  done  between  Debtor  it  Creditors  regard  shall  be  hatl  to  the 
Intention  of  the  Parties  contracting  as  far  as  can  be  collected  or  appears  and 
the  Bills  to  be  valued  at  their  currant  value  in  silver  at  the  Time  the  Debt 
Bargain  Contract  or  agreement  was  matle  and  may  be  discharged  by  an  equiv- 
alent in  any  of  the  said  several  species  of  coins  at  the  rates  aloresaid  &  in 
Entering  Judi.ment  in  such  cases  in  the  several  Courts  of  Justice  in  this 
Province  they  shall  observe  &  comply  with  this  rule  of  giving  an  equivalent. 

Province  of  I   j    ^^^  House  of  Representatives,  May  25"'.  17(35. 
New  uamp'  )  f  ?       j 

This  Bill  having  been  read  three  times,  Voted  that  it  pass  to  be  Enacted. 

H.  Sherburne,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  June  7"^,  17G5. 

This  Bill  rca  I  a  third  time  &  Past  to  be  Enacted. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun'' Sec>'. 

Consented  to 

B.  Wentwortu. 

Then  the  house  Immediately  proceefled  to  the  necessary  impor- 
tant business  ot"  tlie  governm'  whicii  liad  been  intirely  stagnated, 
waitinti:  his  Excellency\s  deternunation  thereon. 

[p.  '27.]  The  Bill  tor  granting  unto  his  most  Excellent  Majesty 
the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  and  live  pounds  Proclamation  money, 
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for  the  ends  and   j)ui-|)ose.s  tlK'ieln  mentioned  &  to    Enable  the 
Treasurer  to  Issue  his  warrants  for  the  present  year's  Tax  by  the 
first  Day  of  AuLjust  next,  liaving  been  read  throe  times, 
Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted. 

S.  II.  s.  s. 

[p.  28.]  Voted  that  each  meaibei-  of  Ids  M:\iesty's  Council  be 
allo\ve<l  six  slfilliuLCS  &  five  |)ence  for  every  <lay  of  tlieir  atten- 
dance in  Gen'  Asseml)ly  from  the  -T'  day  of  May  17ij5  untill  the 
Dissolution  of  the  present  Assembly,  *fe  also  two  pence  half  penny 
pr  mile  for  Traveling  to  and  from  the  place  of  the  sitting  iA'  the 
General  Assembly  every  time  the  General  Assenibly  is  adjourned 
or  prorogued  from  Saturday  till  ^loudav  or  for  any  longer  time 
during  the  said  Term,  the  same  to  be  [)aid  by  the  Treasurer  upon 
a  Certificate  from  the  Sec'' :  also  that  each  member  of  the  house  of 
Representatives  be  allowed  the  sum  of  six  shillings  for  every  day 
of  their  attendance  in  General  Assembly  from  the  21"  day  of  May 
1765  untill  the  Dissolution  of  the  present  assembly  :  Alsoe  two 
pence  half  penny  pr  mile  for  traveling  to  &  from  the  place  of  the 
sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  Every  time  the  General  Assem- 
bly has  been  or  shall  be  adjourned  or  Prorogued  from  Saturday 
till  Monday  or  f)r  a  lon^•er  time.  Except  such  as  live  more  than 
twenty  miles  distant  from  the  place  where  the  General  A.>semi)ly 
sitts,  who  are  not  to  be  a'lowed  travel  unless  when  the  General 
Asseml)ly  has  been  or  shall  be  adjourn'd  or  iirorogued  for  a  longer 
tinae  than  from  Saturday  till  Mon<iay,  but  when  the  adjournment 
or  prorogation  hath  been  or  shall  be  froni  Saturday  till  Monday 
instead  of  travel  to  be  allowed  one  Day's  pay  &  that  the  said 
members  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  upon  a  Certificate  from  the 
Clerk  of  the  house  of  Ke|iresentatives. 

Also  that  the  Clerk  of  the  house  of  Representatives  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  six  siiillings  pr  day  for  each  day  of  his  atten<lance  in 
General  Assembly  in  t'lat  capacity  (exclusive  of  his  -wages  as  a 
member  of  the  house  of  Representatives)  to  be  paid  him  by  the 
Treasurer  upon  Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

All  these  moneys  to  be  {)aid  out  of  tl\e  Treasury  for  support 
of  Government. 

All  which  allowances  are  to  be  i)aid  in  Proclamation  inoney.(a) 

(a)  Votes  of  allowance  &c  passed  in  the  house  and  concurred  by  the  Council 
from  May  21  to  June  28,  ITtJ.). 

Journ.  C.  &  Assem.  Allowed  Trovcrnor's  salary  for  one  year  £250  Proc, 
moiu'y. 

For  Rent  of  Gov"'^  house,  £i50  Proc.  money. 

To  Thoodore  Atkinson  Jan.  S-O  tVoin  March  1704  to  1^'  March  1765,  £60. 

To  Wyseui  u\  (Ua::c'::(>it,  Att.  (x.^n.  £'J  for  one  year  service. 

To  Thorn'  Parker,  Jiherlrt;  £S  for  one  year. 

To  Rev.  Dr.  Sam'  Lrin2:don,  &  Rev.  Sam'  Haven,  as  chaplains,  each  £2:  10. 

To  Josepli  Mouiton,  for  carryiu'^  expresses,  £1:7. 

To  Capt.  Thom.is  Bull  ior  muster  roll  at  Fort;  Wm.  &  Mary,  £232:  4:  9. 
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To  Samuel  Ham  for  repairing  boat  for  the  Fort's  use,  49.^.  Od. 

Also  allowed,  June  2I~'.  Samuel  Gerrish  £17:  6:  8  for  soldiers  cloathiug. 

Ephraim  Berry  £6:  5:  0  for  supplies  to  soldiers. 

Voted  Th:it  the  Treasurer  send  out  his  warrants  for  collecting 
the  Province  Tax  for  the  currant  year  W''  may  be  paid  in  specie, 
a<Treeable  to  the  prices  lixed  &  sett  to  tiie  foilowiiig  Merch"  arti- 
cles of  the  proiluce  of  this  Province,  viz. 
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Sent  u)i  tor  concuvronce  by  Major  DowninL:",  Wriuht  ar.d 
I\^|■>^v!es.     [Concu'rcd.] 

Whereas  there  arc  but  sr.rill  sums  I'l'  paper  BiHs  ut'  Credit  iiow 
circnlating  in  the  P)'<^viiice  in  projortion  to  the  largeness  of  the 
Taxes  by  reason  of  wliicli  his  ^lajestys  good  subjects  may  be  put 
to  t'-reat  dillicr.lty  to  prv:cure  any  particular  sort  ot  money  to  i>ay 
their  Taxes  for  ])rsvcntion  t\hereof 

Res..lved  &  Votc'i  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this    province  may 

have  liberty  to  p;)y  their  Taxes  for  the  present  ye;ir  in  silver  oi" 

■xold   or   in   any  bills  of  tiodil  extant  at  tleir  pve-cnt  value  it  the 

rie;isuier  is  hereby  Impowei'ed  aiul  Keqniied  to  h*ecei'>e  the  sanie 

accordingly. 

Sent  up  by  i\Iess"'  Downing,  Weight  it  Kr.owli'S.     [Concurred.] 

Voted  that  Jacol)  ShcaiTe  be  a  Committee  to  procure  tlie  Acts  lor 
ascertaining  tlie  value  of  CoiuM  silver  etc.  it  the  act  prohibitivig 
exorbit:iiit  Literest  j-iinted  at  the  C()a;-ge  of  tb.is  Pro\ince,  two 
huii'lred  of  each,  that  he  be  supj.lyM  with  money  out  of  tiic 
Treas\irv  for  iiavin-j;  the  s;une  when  his  ace'  is  allowed  of  bv  the 
General  Asseiub'ly. 

That  his  Excellency,  the  members  of  his  M;\jesties  Couneil  it 
the  uiejubers  of  the  Assembly,  the  Clerks  of  each  Court  and  the 
Clerk  of  each  Town  &  parish  for  the  use  thereof,  have  one  of  each 
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sort  So  tlie  Reiniiiulor  of  tlieiu  be  DUposel  of  a><  tho  Itcu'  As- 
sciiiV^ly  sh;ill  ot'It. 

Sent  u{)  by  Wriirht,  CIiaiuItcMiaiii  &  Merrill.     [C'oiieurreil.] 

[p.  :50.]  P.   M. 

On  .1  motion  beiuLC  ma  le  v.t  >efon'lfil  tliiit  tiie  Determination  of 
his  M.'.jcstv  in  C  >uii"il  IvL-lative  t  >  tiie  b  Hindary  liiu-  betu'ieii  this 
Pi'o\  iiiee  So  Xcw  Vork  sIiouKI  be  laid  before  the  House, 

Voted,  Tint  John  G.^We  Es(|.  wait  on  the  Hon'"''"  Board  to  de- 
sire v'  Dv'tennination  of  his  Majesty  in  Council  relative  tt»  the 
Bonn  lary  line  between  this  Province  A:  that  of  New  York  >li(»uld 
be  laid  betbre  tin-  house. 

The  Sec''  immediately  brot  Down  his  Majesties  Deterrniuatiua 
;ifores''  into  the  house  and  said  it  must  be  lieturn'd  which  was 
Accordingly  <hme  by  Captain  Giddings  (1). 


[p.  :51.]  Saturday  June  29'*^  1765. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  bef(M'e  the  house  a  letter  from  the  rion''" 
Speaker  of  tlie  Hon'''''  house  of  Representatives  of  the  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  S})eaker  of  this  Assembly  pro- 
posing* a  meeting  of  Committees  trom  the  several  Assemblys  of 
the  British  Colonies  on  the  Continent  at  New  York,  to  consider 
of  a  General  United  Dutiful!  Loyal  So  humble  Repi'esentation  of 
our  Circumstances,  So  tor  Imploring  his  Majesty  and  tlie  P.arlla- 
ment  for  Reliet^ — which  being  Read 

Resolved,  That  notwithstamllng  we  are  sensible  such  a  Repre- 
sentation ought  to  be  maile  So  approve  of  the  pro[)Osed  method  tor 
obtaining  tliereof,  yet  the  present  situation  of  our  'jfovernment  at- 
fairs  will  not  permit  us  to  a[)point  a  Committee  to  artend  such 
meeting  l>ut  shall  be  ready  to  joyn  in  any  Address  to  his  Majesty 
So  the  Parliament  we  may  be  h<iuored  with  the  knowledge  of 
probable  to  answer  the  proposed  End. 

A  copy  of  this  give  the  Speaker  In  order  to  forward  to  the 
S()eaker  of  the  Hon'''"'  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Massac*' 
Bav. 


Wednesday,  July  :i",  1765. 

[p.  o'i.]  It  having  been  represented  to  the  house  that  there  is 
no  Well  In  or  near  the  prison  So  that  the  prisoners  often  sutter  for 
want  of  water, 

Voted  There  be  a  Well  digged  So  stoned  In  the  most  suitable 
place  for  the  use  ot  tlie  Prison,  that  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  So  hereby 
is  appointed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  pertbrmed  So  done  in  the 


(1)  See  page  62  of  this  voliime.— Ed. 
6 


82  PROVINCE   OF   NEW-HA:\rPSHIRE.  (ITGo. 

most  convenient  place  &  manner  as  soon  as  njay  be,  that  he  Re- 
ceive money  out  of  the  Treasurv  to  Enable  him  to  beLrin  &  canv 
on  the  work  and  Render  Ace'  of  the  charge  it  Expenee  thereof  to 
the  Gen'  Assembly  foi-  allowance. 

Sent  up  by  the  Clerk  for  cuncurrence.     [Concurred.] 
3Ir.  Sec^  brought  down  the  petition  of  John  Gregg  of  Lond" 
Derry  w'*"-  the  vote  of  Council  thereon,  viz. 

In  Council,  Eodem  die,  Read  &  Concurred. 

Thco.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec. 

Wliereas  Capt.  John  Gre<;  of  Londonderry  in  ?aid  Province  Petitioned  the 
General  Assembly  Representing  the  necessity  of  a  Ways  bein;^  granted 
throuch  the  laml  of  John  Pattin  in  Lontlondf^rry  aforesaid  to  a  me^idow  of 
said  Gregs  &  others,  which  the  Petitioner  did  not  desire  to  be  an  open  road, 
but  only  a  Right  of  passing  in  the  most  convenient  Place  with  Liberty  to 
Maintain  gates  or  barrs  which  as  the  Law  now  stands  could  not  b*^  estab- 
lished by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Wherefore  he  prayed 
(p.  33.1  t^he  aid  of  this  Court,  and  that  a  Committre  might  be  appointed  to 
view  the  premises  and  report  where  and  on  what  Terms  such  way  may  be 
Equitably  granted,  of  which  petition  due  notice  being  given  <3c  no  material 
objection  having  b^en  made,  a  Committee  was  appointed  who  view'd  the 
premises  and  reported  as  followeth.  viz.  That  tliey  liave  lay'd  out  said  w.:y 
agreeable  to  said  Petition  Resinning  at  a  stake  and  stones  about  twenty  live 
Rods  to  the  west  of  said  John  Pattin's  house  &  so  running  South  West-^' 
as  the  path  is  now  trod  and  has  been  improved  for  this  six  or  sevhii  years  Past 
to  a  White  oak  tree  being  the  bounds  of  said  Capt  Gregg's  &  Cox's  meadow 
■w^^  William  Greggs  we  allow  said  Way  or  Passage  tlu-ougli  said  Land  to  be 
by  gates  or  barrs  agreeable  to  said  Petition,  and  we  allow  said  Greggs  or  the 
Petitioners  for  said  Liberty  and  privilege  of  Passing  as  aforesaid  yearly  and 
every  year  to  pay  to  the  said  Pattin  tlie  sum  often  pounds  old  Tenor,  <k  tlius 
we  make  our  Return  the  24"^  day  of  June  Anno  Domini  1765. 

Said  Report  on  the  Partys  being  heard  fully  thereon  appearing 
reasonable, 

Therefore 

Resolved  &  voted  That  the  Way  or  Passage  thro"  the  said  Pat- 
tin's  Land  to  the  Meadow  aforesaid  be  Established  agreeable  to 
the  Report  of  said  Committee,  and  that  all  parties  coucern'd  be 
and  hereby  are  obliged  to  observe  &  comply  with  the  same  ac- 
cordingly, the  Payment  to  be  made  in  the  nKmth  of  Septem'  an- 
nually and  may  be  Discharged  by  Ten  shillings  Proclamation 
money. 

S.     H.  S.    S. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  by  Tappin  &  the  Clerk  who  are  orderM 
to  Enipiire  after  the  several  Acts,  Resolves  &  votes  that  had 
passed  this  sessions,  which  were  concurred  as  well  those  which 
were  assented  to  by  his  Excellency,  which  were  as  follows,  viz. 

Bill  to  Enable  the  Treasurer  to  recover  certain  debts  &c.  due  to  the  Prov- 
ince as  therein  mentioned,  pass'd  this  house  May  '25'^  1765. 

Bill  in  addition  to  a  bill  to  the  Several  Laws  of  this  Province  as  therein  set 
forth  PassJ  May  20^^  1765. 

Bill  for  setting  otT  Part  of  the  Town  of  Bow  together  with  some  lands  ad- 
joining thereto  with  the  Inhabitants  thereon  and  making  them  a  Parish  in- 
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vestinjj;  them  with  such  Priviledges  &  Immunities  as  Towns  in  this  Province 
have  &  (Jo  fnjoy,  PassM  in  the  liouse  May  iT)"'  ITBo. 

Bill  for  a  Lottery  (or  a  Koail  tiirough  Rye  pa-tsM  May  25"'  17()5. 

Bill  to  Enable  tlie  Proprietors  of  Epsom  to  sell  Lands  &c.  passed  May  29''^. 
>^ill  to  Enable  Da**  Dodge  to  Execute  certain  contracts  &c.  May  ;J1''. 

Bill  to  Enable  the  Proprietors  of  New  Britain  to  sell  lands  Ac.  pass'd  May 
318'. 

Bill  to  dissolve  tlie  Marriage  of  Samuel  Sraallcom  May  SV^. 

Ri^soive  relative  to  (ierrisli's  Estate  of  Dover  pass'd  June  7"'. 

Bill  for  Ri'::ulatiim  Lots  tt  roads  in  Xoltingliani  Juui'  12"'. 

[p.  'M.\  Bill  for  more  easy  &  expeditious  Method  of  making  Partition  in 
real  Estates,  June  12'*". 

Bill  for  adding  a  Tract  of  land  to  Canterbury,  as*therein  set  forth,  June 

12'h. 

Bill  for  calling  &  Regulating  Town  meetings  &c.  June  13"'. 

Bill  for  removing  doubts  ifc  to  ascertain  a  certain  Estate  as  therein  men- 
tion'd  June  13'". 

Bill  for  providing  in  case  of  sickness,  June  13"'. 

Bill  for  couliuuing  suits  &  prev^'nting  abatements  of  Writs,  June  I'.V^. 

Bill  for  setting  off  Debts  &  Mutual  Demand,  June  14"'. 

Bill  in  addition  to  Laws  relative  to  proprietarif^s,  June  14"'. 

Bill  to  enable  selectmen  to  change  highways,  June  14'". 

Bill  appointing  Jou''  Moulton  Esq.  a  guardian  to  y^  child"  of  Xath'  Weare, 
dec'.  June  2.j'''. 

Bill  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  13.")i>£  Proclamation  money.  June  2S"'. 

Rpsrtlve  for  settling  this  Ltov*^  Money  in  the  Stocks  at  Great  Britain  for  to 
be  usetl  tfe  improved  as  therein  ordered.     Passed  May  30. 

Votes  for  all  Grants  it  Publick  allowances. 

Resolve  for  the  Treasurer  to  take  any  Money  for  y«  Province  Taxes  this 
pres'  year. 

Vote  for  Coni"'^''  to  get  the  aets  printed  Relative  to  Establishing  y*  moneys 
and  against  Exorbitant  Interest  within  this  government. 

Who  returnL'(l  and  iiitbrmerl  the  Speaker  tliat  they  had  Jeliver'd 
at  the  B^ard  the  Papers  sent  u{'  by  them,  Enquired  after  the  sev- 
eral Bills,  resolves  &  votes  that  had  pass'd  the  Pres'  Session,  and 
that  the  house  wou'd  be  glad  to  know  immediately  what  of  them 
had  passed  the  Council  and  Received  his  Exeellencys  assent.  The 
President  told  them  the  Serretaiy  was  at  his  Exeellencys  &  when 
he  Returned  a  mes.sage  shouVl  be  sent  down. 


Thursday  July  4'"  17G5. 

On  a  motion  being  made  that  the  resolve  of  the  Assembly  rela- 
tive to  sending  a  Committee  to  New  York  &c.  should  lay  till  the 
General  Assembly  meets  again, 

Voted  That  the  Speaker  be  desired  to  withhold  the  same. 

Mr.  Secretary  bro't  down  a  vote  from  the  hon'''*  Board  for  a 
Comm"^^  to  examine  Papers  in  the  Recoriler's  office  &  soil  them 
which  beincT  read  was  order'd  to  Lay  for  further  consideration,  he 
likewise  informs  the  House  that  tlie  following  bills  had  received 
his  Exeellencys  Assent,  viz. 

Bill  for  setting  off  part  of  the  Town  of  Bow. 

Bill  for  a  Lottery. 

Bill  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  Epsom  to  sell  lands. 
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Resolve  relative  to  Gerrisb's  Estate  ot  Dover. 
Bill  for  reculatinsi  Lots  i.Vr  roads  in  Nottingham, 
[r.  o5.1     Bill  for  adilins;  a  tract  of  land  to  Canterbury. 
Bill  for  continuins;  Suits  ct  preventing  abatements  of  writs. 
Bill  for  setting  otf  Debts  it  mutual  Denuinds. 
Bill  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  1350£  Proo. 

Vote  for  Com""*<^  to  get  the  Acts  printed  Relative  to  Establishing  the  moneys 
*  the  act  against  Exorbitant  Interest. 

[p.  35.]  Mr.  Secretary  also  intbrmcd  the  liouse  that  all  the 
(yrants  &  Public  allowances  Were  assented  to  by  his  E^xcellency, 
Except  the  Votes  lor  the  lion''''^  Council  &  House  allowance  for 
flieir  Time  &  attendance  in  General  Assembly. 

Then  Mr.  Secretary  was  pleas'd  to  say  that  he  was  Directe<l  by 
his  Excellency  to  inform  the  house  that  he  had  tho't  Proper  to 
Prorogue  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  Wednesday 
the  'iS""  day  of  August  Next  Being  the  last  Wednesday  in  said 
month  lU  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  then  to  meet  at  the  State 
House,  &  said  accordingly  in  his  Majestys  name  you  are 

Prorogued. 

[Further  prorogued  till  Nov'  11),  176;").] 


[p.  37.]     Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  Tertii   Magiue  Brittanire, 
FrancicB  &  Hiberniiv,  Sexto. 

A  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  his  Majesty's  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  at  a  Session  begun  and  Held  at  Ports- 
mouth in  said  Province  on  Tuesday  the  19'''  Day  of  Nov' Anno 
Domini  17tJo. 

Tuesday,  Nov^  19'^  1765. 

Some  of  the  members  met  but  not  sufficient  to  make  ;i  (juorum. 
Adjourned. 

NOTE. 

|0f  his  Majesty's  Council,  there  were  present  at  the  first  meeting 
Theodore  Atkinson        )  Nath'  Barrel! 

Daniel  Warner  /  Esqs.  Peter  Livius  (1). 

Theodore.  Atkinson  Jr  ) 

Ail  the  proceedings,  copied  or  rcferrpd  to,  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  in  this 
and  the  following  .Sessions  till  June,  1774,  are  found  in  the  "  Journal  of  the 
r.'ouncli  and  Assembly,  in  Sec>s  office,  1765-1774. — Ed.] 

(1)  See  Council  Records,  May  2.3,  ITcS. 

Note.  —  Riclianl  Wibinl,  who  was  appoiiidd  a  inonibcr  of  his  MajcstyV  (.'immil,  17.1!t, 
iind  in  ITofi,  .Jud'^e  nf  Prnhati'.  dicfl  at  Portsmouth  25th  Sc^pt.,  ITlia,  in  the  ti.'iil  \ea.T  nf  hii* 
age.  TTiomas  Wihiril.  tn-other  of  Riclianl.  dicl  XnveinlitT  12th,  lTli.5,  in  tlie  .5;t"th  year  (jf 
liis  age:  \>>>\h  were  graduates  of  llarvari)  roUcfre.  In  his  will  Thomas  left  a  Ictraev  of  .-t.")!) 
uterling  to  Harvard  College;  £60  to  the  School  for  Instruction  of  Indians,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Rev.  Dr.  Wheelock.  at  Ltd)anon.  <"onn.  He  also  gave  sufficient  silver  to  make  two 
large  IlagonH  for  the  North  Churcli  In  Portsmoutli  of  which  he  wjif  a  member. — Kd. 
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Thursday,  Nov'  21"  17G5,  p.  m, 

The  Speaker  not  being  able  to  attend  the  Business  of  the  House 
a  niDtion  \v;is  made  to  choose  a  Speaker  Pro  Tempore — and 
accordins^ly  C<>1"  Peter  (lihuan  PjS(j'"  was  chosen  Speaker  Pro 
Tempore. 

Then  tlie  House  proceeded  to  make  choice  of  a  Clerk,  Mr.  An- 
drew Chiricson  llie  former  Clerk  being  deceas'd  since  the  sitting 
of  this  House  (I)  and  Meshecli  Weare  was  chosen  Clerk  and 
sworn  to  the  faithfuU  Discharge  of  that  otiice  by  Col"  March. 

Mr.  Secretary  came  into  the  House  and  sai<l  he  was  directed  by 
his  Excellency  to  Reipiire  the  Immeiliate  attendance  of  the 
Speaker  and  tlie  H<juse  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  S|)eaker  and  the  House  Immediately  attended  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber:  the  President  of  the  Council  Head  his  Excellencys 
Speech  to  the  Council  &>  Assembly  and  then  the  House  retired. 

Mr.  Sec^  Brot  down  a  copy  of  his  Excellency's  speech  which 
was  read  and  is  on  file. 

Gocernors  Massage. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov«  Mess,  Vol.  111.,  p.  2.^9.1 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Asse/nbly  — 

Not  h:iviu>JC  any  commands  from  his  Majesty  of  Importance  to  lay  before 
you,  I  have  defered  meeting  you  until  this  day,  Sc  I  aiu  hopeins^  since  it  is  a 
time  of  < General  Leisure,  you  will  '^ive  the  greater  attention  to  the  public 
business. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  persuade  myself  you  will  not  tail  ol'  examining  into  the  iState  of  the 
Treasury,  tluit  tlie  re.spi;etive  Emission^  of  paper  money  may  be  tinaly  adjusted 
some  of  wbicli  have  bi.'"n  most  uareasonai)ly  n'\:;iected,  'greatly  to  th»^  dishonor 
of  the  (iuvernmeiit,  and  since  this  worlc  cannot  be  effected  without  the  Treas- 
urer, I  shidl  direct  him  to  attnid  you,  witli  t:ie  utmost  dili;^ence,  that  no  delay 
may  arise  on  his  account,  for  you  are  all  sensible  that  no  paper  currency  can 
exist  after  the  close  of  the  yi-ar  ITUT. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  <tii'l  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  louj;  experience  you  liave  had  of  ray  administration,  makes  it  almost 
uimecessary  for  me  to  tell  you  that  I  shall  not  l)e  wanting  in  contributing 
everythim:  in  my  pow-'r  to  r  Mider  tins  session  short  v.t  agreeable  to  the  other 
branches  of  th''  Government. 

B.  Wextwobth. 
Council  <.'liami)er  in  Portsmuutli, 
November  I'J''',  1765. 

[i'.  oS.]  V^te  1  tiiat  a  P>-ecept  co  i)e  si^-ued  liy  the  Speaker  be 
issued  to  the  Sheriff  lo  chiose  one  Person  to  serve  in  General  As- 
sembly in  the   liooui  ot'  Av.  Andrew  C!  irkson   Deceas'd. 

Whereas  liie  keys  belonging  m)  tiie  Lobi)ey  and  13o.\^es  in  which 
the  Records  and  riles  of  tlie  flouse  are  kept  and  some  of  the 
Journals  and    Pipers  l)jloiiging  to  the   House  are  in  the  hands  of 

1>  S'-e  notiie  >A'  Amhew  Cliirksi-ii  in  IJrowstci's  Uanib.  about  Pnrt.-inouth,  Vol.  I.,  p. 
2ti'J-'<iTJ.  — El). 
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the  Administratrix  of  Mr.  Andrew  Clarkson  late  Clerk  uf  this 
House ; 

Voted,  that  Clement  March  E>q.  Mr.  Jatob  Sheaf  and  ^Meschech 
Weare  be  a  Com'"*  to  Receive  the  keys  and  all  the  Books,  Payers 
and  Hies  belonsifing  to  this  House  in  the  hands  of  said  Aduiiuis- 
tratrix  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  Present  Clerk  and  to  give  a 
Kec'  to  said  Administratrix  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  Proceedinu's  of  the  lat'' 
General  Congress  at  Xew  York,  which  were  forwarded  to  him  by 
direction  of  the  Congress  that  this  House  might  ioyn  therein  if  it 
saw  tit,  which   were  read. 

The  Com''*  appointe<l  to  Receive  the  Keys,  Bnoks  and  tiles  ot 
the  Administratrix  of  Mr.  And''  Clarkson  Deceas'd  Delivered  the 
same  to  the  present  Clerk, 

The  House  adjourned,  till  to  morrow  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


PrccetdiiKjs  of  the  General  (Jo)tgress  of  Xeic  York  (1). 

iCopied  from  '"  Addressf-s  to  the  Kinu,  IToT-lTT.j."  in  Secretary's  Oiiice,  pp. 

117-132.1 

To  the  Rigid  Honorable  the  Lords  S2Jiri(uul  and  Temporal  of  Great  Britain, 
in  Parliuiuer.t  Assembled, 

The  Memorial  of  Freeholders  and  other  Inliahitants  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,   rdiode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Xew  Jersey.  Penneylvania, 
the  Oovt-rnraerit  ot  the  C(.>unties  of  N<'w  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  upon 
Delaware.  Province  of  Maryland, 
Most  humhhi  shfics — 

That  his  Majesty's  lieue  sulijeots  in  his  American  Colonies,  tlioi:;:)!  tl:-'y 
acknowledge  a  cue  subordination  to  that  au:.'ust  Body  tl'.e  British  Parliament, 
are  entitled,  in  the  opinion  of  your  nn  mcrialists.  to  all  the  inherent  Plights 
and  Liberties  of  the  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  have,  evi^r  since  tlit'  Settle- 
ment of  the  sai<l  Colonies,  exercised  those  Kights  and  Liberties,  as  far  as 
their  local  Circumstances  would  permit. 

That  your  memorialists  humbly  conceive  one  of  the  most  essential  Kights 
of  these  Colonists  which  they  have  ever,  till  lately  uninterruptedly  enjoyed, 
to  be  Trial  by  Jury. 

That  your  Memorialists  also  liumMy  conceive  another  of  these  essential 
Rights  to  be  the  Ex  •mption  trom  ail  Taxes.  Iiut  >ucli  as  are  imposed  on  the 
People  by  the  several  Leuislatures  in  these  Colonies,  which  Pigb.t  also  they 
have  till  of  late  freely  enjoyed.  But  vnur  memorialists  beg  leave  humbly  to 
represent  to  your  Lord?hip.«  that  the"Act  fcr  granting  Stamp  Duties  inViie 
British  Colonies  in  .\mcrica  etc.  fills  his  Majesty's  American  subjects  with 
the  deepest  concern  (2) ;  it  tends  to  deprive  them  of  the  two  fundamental  and 

(lii5ee  .a  notice  of  thi.s  (JenernI  Omijres.s.  in  \'m1.  VII..  r.,i,,iii,il  MSS.  >  f  >,'.  v.  Vcrk.  yp. 
r60-7t;".  Dr.  Hi.IujfS.  in  Am.  .\iinal.«.  Vol.  11..  p.  \:;-,,  Canil'..  Is2!i.  .siivs:  'On  iIil-  Tlh  uf 
Ort.'ijcT  lUijr,).  a  t;.::!;,Tcss.  c'iiisisiin;f  f  rwvn: v-ii;riit  .]ele^-affj  froni  rlie  A.-.-'iiiMlfs -'f 
.Ma.-sachus-etr..".  RluxW  I.-liind  aivl  Pn.vMon.e  i'laiitatioas.  (Jiinneiitieiit.  Xow  Vork.  New 
•Jrrsey.  P.niisylvaiiia.  'An:  Delaware  Ouiintie.s.  Marvlaii'l  and  .S.nirh  (  aiflliui.  couveneil  in 
the  ciry  ■•»"  Xl-w  Yurk.  ami  Tiin  t)iy  Uii^iglcs.  i.f"  .M.issailiu.-efis.  was  .■!i..seii  freji.lenc. 
•  •.  •  •  Tlie  Assemblies  ■  i  Vir^'inia.  X  .nli  Carolina  ami  (io.irgia.  wuix-  previ-Tired  hv 
their  Grovorni-irs  tr- 101  seii'iiinj  nei>if.-i.-tilarives  to  tin- Ci.nsjr.-ss;  hnt  tliL-v  Cirwardi-i  [.utf- 
rions  to  Eugland.  .-iimilar  to  those  adopted  by  thac  body."— Ka. 

CiiThe  .Stamp  .A..r.  an  ir  •■:  call- 1,  niiy  b.j  fmnd  in  Sfate  Librarv,  at  U-n?th,  in  Eiigiisii 
Statutes,  Vol.  VIII..  G.  Kc.\.  .ii.,  el  «!■.  li'.  pj..  17-3i».     London,  1771.  — Ed. 
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Invaluable  Righte  and  Liberties  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  several  other  late 

acts  of  Parliampnt  which  extend  the  Jurisdiction  and  Powers  of  Tourts  of 
Admiralty  in  the  Plantations,  beyond  their  limits  in  Great  Britain,  thereby 
mulie  an  unhappy  distinction,  as  to  the  mode?  of  Trial  between  us  and  our 
Fellow  subjects  there,  by  whom  we  have  never  been  excelled  in  Duty  and 
Loyalty  to  our  Sovereign. 

That  from  the  natural  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  .linerica.  the 
perpetual  coTitiiiu;ince  of  wliich,  your  memorialists  most  ardently  desire, 
they  conceive  that  nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  Interest  of  both  than  the 
Colonists  free  Enjoyment  of  their  Rights  and  Liberties  ami  an  atlectiouate 
Int'Meours'>  between  Great  Britain  and  them.  But  your  memorialists  (not 
waving  their  claim  to  these  Kiu'hts,  of  which  with  the  most  becoming  venera- 
tion and  Dcc'renc'-;  to  the  Wisdom  and  Justice  of  your  Lordships.they  ap- 
preliend  they  cannot  reasonably  be  deprived)  humlily  represent,  that  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  Colonies,  the  Duties  imposed  by  the  afore- 
said acts  and  several  other  late  acts  of  P.trliameiit,  are  extremely  grievous  and 
burthensome,  and  the  Payment  of  the  said  Duties  will  very  soon  Ibr  want  of 
spe.ie.  become  absolutely  impraeticable,  and  that  t'.ir  R-strictions  on  Trade 
by  the  said  Acts  will  not  only  greatly  distress  the  Colonies,  but  must  be  ex- 
ireiiiL'iy  detrimental  to  t'.ic  Trad;;  and  true  Interest  of  Great  Biitaiu. 

Your  uvmori^dists,  theretbre,  imp.-essed  with  a  just  sense  of  the  unfortu- 
nate circumstances  of  tiie  Colonies,  and  the  impemling  destructive  conse- 
iiuence-  wiu.;!:  iiust  acc.'ss.u-iiy  ■:n<,u.i  fruia  t'.i'  Execution  of  these  Acts,  and 
;'uiiniteii  with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  filial  Aii'ection  for  their  Mother 
Country,  most  earnestly  and  humi)ly  intreat.  that  your  Lordships  will  be 
pleased  to  ;ie;.r  their  ('o.>ncil  in  support  of  this  memorial,  and  take  the 
Premises  into  your  most  serious  consideration,  and  that  your  Lordsliips  will 
also  lie  thereupon  pleased  to  pursue  such  measures  for  restoring  the  just 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Colonies  and  preserving  them  forever  inviolable, 
for  redressing  their  present  and  preventing  future  grievances,  thereby  promot- 
in  :  the  un'ted  Interests  of  Greut  Britian  and  America,  ns  to  your  Lordships, 
in  your  rreat  Wisdom  shall  seem  most  conducive  and  eti'ectual  to  that  impor- 
tunt  end,  —  and  yoiu'  memorialists  will  pray,  ttc. 

Indor-sed  ••Ccugress  N.  Y. 
Memorial  to  House  of  Lords,  176.)." 


To  the  Honorable  the  Knights^  Citizens  and  Surgesses  of  Great 
Bfitain  I'u  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Petitioti  of  his  Majest^  -  dutiful  iind  loyal  subject*  the  Fr^^eholders  and 
other  Inhabitants  of  the  L  olonies  of  the  Massaciiusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  New  Jersey,  Pi'unsylvania,  the  Governments 
of  the  Counti'^s  of  Xew  Castle  Kent  and  Suss^^x  upon  D'dt-ware,  Maryland. 

Moi'f  humbly  shewpfh  — 

That  the  several  late  Acts  of  Parliament  imposing  divers  Duties  and  Taxes 
on  the  Colonl"s,  and  laying  tiie  Trade  and  Commeree  lUfreof  under  very 
burthensome  Restriet'ons.  but  above  all,  the  Act  tor  grantiu','  and  applying 
certain  Stamp  Duties  ttc.  in  America  have  tilled  them  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern and  surprisj,  .and  tlu-y  humijly  cuncoive  tae  Execution  of  tiiem  will  be 
attend  'd  wit':  consequences  very  injurious  to  t'.ie  Commercial  Interest  of 
Great  Britain,  and  h.er  Colonies,  and  must  terminate  in  the  Eventual  Ruin  of 
the  latter. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  most  ar  lenrly  implore  the  attention  of  t!ie 
Honoralde  House  to  the  united  and  dutilul  R  'pres.MU  ition  of  their  Circum- 
st.iuces,  .lud  to  th  dr  cMrnest  supplic ati^ms  for  reli/f  from  tliese  Regulations 
th.at  'lave  a!rM  ly  involved  tivs  (i'lejutry  in  anxi'ty.  eon'usion  and  Distress. 

We  most  sincerely  reeogniz'  our  allegiance  to  tiie  Crown,  and  acknowledge 
ail  du.:  subordination  to  t.ie  Parliament  of  (ireat  Britain;  and  shall  always 
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retain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  their  Assistance  and  Protection.  It  is  from 
and  under  the  English  Constitution  we  derive  all  our  Civil  and  Religious 
Rights  and  Liberties ;  We  glory  in  being  the  subjects  of  the  best  of  Kings, 
and  having  been  born  under  the  most  perfect  form  of  Government:  But  it  is 
with  most  inetfable  and  humiliating  sorrow,  that  we  find  ourselves  of  late  de- 
prived of  the  Right  of  granting  our  own  Property,  for  his  Majesty's  service, 
to  which  our  Lives  and  Fortunes  are  entirely  devoted,  and  to  which  on  his 
Loyal  Requisitions  we  have  ever  been  ready  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of 
our  ability. 

We  have  also  the  misfortune  to  find  that  all  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures 
in  the  Stamp  Act,  and  divers  late  Acts  of  Trade  extending  to  the  Plantations, 
are  at  the  election  of  the  Informer,  recoverable  in  every  Court  of  Admiralty 
in  America.  This,  as  the  newly  erected  Court  of  Admiralty  has  a  general 
Jurisdiction  over  all  British  America,  renders  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  these 
Colonies  liable  to  be  carried  at  an  immense  Expense  from  one  End  of  the 
Continent  to  the  other.  It  also  gives  us  Great  Pain  to  see  a  manifest  Distinc- 
tion made  therein  between  the  subjects  of  our  mother  Country  and  the  Col- 
onies, in  that  tin'  like  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  receivable  there,  only  his  Ma- 
jesty's Courts  of  Record  arematle  Cognizable  here,  by  a  Court  of  Admiralty. 
By  this  means  we  seem  to  be  in  efiect  unhappily  deprived  of  two  Privileges 
essential  to  Freedom  and  which  all  Englishmen  have  ever  considered  as  their 
best  Birth-riglits,  that  of  being  free  from  all  Taxes,  but  such  as  they  have 
consented  to  in  Person  or  by  their  Representatives,  and  of  Trial  by  their 
Peers. 

Your  Petitioners  further  show,  that  the  remote  situation  and  the  circum- 
stances of  tlie  Colonies,  render  it  impracticable  that  they  should  be  repre- 
sented but  in  tiieir  ruspeotivt,'  subordinate  Lt^gislatures ;  and  W(^  humbly  con- 
ceive that  the  Parliament,  adhering  strictly  to  the  Principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, have  neVL-r  hitherto  Taxed  any  but  thoso  who  were  actually  therein  rep- 
resented. For  this  reason  we  Inunl^y  apprehend  they  never  have  Tax(Ml  Irf^- 
land,  or  any  other  of  the  British  subjects  without  the  Realm ;  but  were  it  ever 
so  clear  that  the  Colonies  might  in  Law  be  reasonably  deemed  to  l)e  repre- 
sented in  the  Honorable  IIous(>  of  Commons;  yet  we  conceive  that  very  i;ood 
Reasons  from  Incouvcniency,  from  the  Principles  of  trut-  Policy,  and  from 
the  Spirit  of  the  Britisli  <'onstitution,  may  he  ndduci'd  to  show  that  it  would 
be  for  the  real  Interest  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  her  Coloni(^s,  that  the  late 
Regulations  should  be  rescinded,  and  ilie  several  Acts  of  Parliament  impos- 
ing Duties  and  Taxes  on  the  Colonies  and  extending  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  liere  beyond  their  ancient  Limits  should  be  repealed. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a  minute  Detail  of  all  tlie  Reasons  which  the  wisdom 
of  the  Honorable  House  may  suggest  on  this  occasion,  but  would  liumbly 
submit  tlie  following  Particulars  to  tlieir  consideration  : 

That  money  is  alrea<ly  become  very  scarce  in  these  Colonies  and  is  still  de- 
creasing by  the  necessary  Exportation  of  specie  from  the  Continent  for  the 
Discharge  ol'  our  Debts  to  British  merchants:  That  an  immensely  heavy  Debt 
is  yet  due  from  the  Colonies  for  British  manufactures,  and  that'tliey  are  still 
heavily  burtliened  with  Taxes  to  discharge  the  arrearages  due  for  aids  grant(Hl 
by  them  in  the  late  war ;  That  tlie  Baliance  of  Trade  will  ever  be  much  against 
the  Colonies  and  in  Favour  of  Great  Britain,  whilst  we  consume  her  M;u!U- 
factures.  the  Demand  for  which  must  ever  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
Numi)er  of  luliabitants  settled  here,  with  the  means  of  purchasing  them: 
We  tlier,'!ore  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  Ibr  the  Interest  of  Great  Britain  to  in- 
crease rather  tlian  diminisli  these  means,  as  the  Profits  of  all  the  Trade  of 
the  Colonies  ultimately  center  there,  to  pay  for  her  manufactures;  as  we  are 
not  allo\v:'d  to  purciuiso  elsewhere,  .md  by  the  Consumption  of  which  all  the 
advancc'd  Prices  the  Britisli  Taxes  oidige  the  makers  and  venders  to  set  on 
them,  W"  ev.Mitudlly  coutril)ute  very  largely  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown. 

That  from  the  nature  of  American  Business  the  multiplicity  of  suits  and 
Papers,  .md  in  matters  of  small  value,  in  a  country  where  Freeholders  are  so 
minutely  divided,  and  Property  so  fn-quently  transVerred,  a  Stamp  Duty  must 
ever  be  very  burthensome  and  unequal :  Tliat  it  is  extremely  improbable  that 
the  Honourable  House  of  Commons  should  at  all  times  be  thoroughly  ac- 
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quaintfil  witli  our  condition,  and  all  P^'iots  renuisitt'  to  a  just  and  ('i|ual  Taxa- 
tion of  the  Colonies. 

It  is  also  humbly  suhmitti-d  whether  tht.'re  he  not  a  material  Distinction  in 
Reason  and  sound  Policy  at  least,  lietween  the  nee:ess;'ry  Exercise  of  Pariiu- 
Tnentary  Jurisdiction  in  (ieneral  Acts  for  the  Amendinrnt  of  the  f'omnion 
Law,  and  the  Ueuulations  of  Trade  anil  Comvui-rcc  throu'^h  the  whole  Em- 
pire, ami  the  Exercise  of  that  Jurisdiction  by  inipusin'4  Taxes  on  the  folonies. 

That  the  several  subordinate  Provincial  Legislatures  have  been  moulded 
into  Forms  as  near  resemblinij  that  of  the  mother  C'oimtry  as  by  his  M.ii''S- 
tys  royal  Predecessors  was  thought  convenient;  and  these  Legislatures  seem 
to  have  been  wisely  and  graciously  established  that  the  subjects  in  the  Colo- 
nies might,  under  the  due  administration  tlu-reof,  enjoy  the  happy  Fruit  of 
tlie  British  Government,  which  in  their  present  cireumstances  they  cannot 
hv  so  fully  and  clearly  availed  of  any  other  way. 

Under  these  Forms  of  Government,  We,  and  our  Ancestors  have  been  born 
or  settled,  and  have  had  our  Lives,  Liberties  and  Properties  protected.  The 
People  here,  as  every  where  else,  retain  a  £;rcat  Fondness  lor  their  old  Cus- 
toms aiul  usages;  and  we  trust  that  his  Majestys  service  and  the  Interest  of 
the  nation,  so  far  from  beiuLT- obstructed,  have  been  vastly  promoted  by  the 
Provincial  Legislatures. 

That  we  esteem  our  connections  with  and  dependence  on  (ireat  Britain,  as 
one  of  our  greatest  Blessings,  and  apprehend  the  latter  will  appear  to  be  suffi- 
ciently secure  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Inhabitants  in  the  ('olonies  have 
the  most  uidiounded  atl'ection  for  his  Majestys  Person,  Family  and  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  for  the  mother  Country,  and  that  their  subordination  to  the 
Parliament  is  universally  acknowiedsed. 

\Ye  therefore  most  humbly  intreat  that  the  Honourable  House  would  be 
pleased  to  hear  our  Council  in  support  of  this  Petition  and  take  our  dis- 
tressed and  deplorabh'  case  into  their  consideration,  and  that  the  act.s  and 
clauses  of  Acts  so  grievously  restraining  our  Traile  and  Commerce,  imposing 
Duties  and  Taxes  on  our  Property,  ami  extending  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Ailmiralty  beyoml  its  Ancient  Limits  may  be  repealed;  or  that  the 
Honourable  House  would  otherwise  relieve  your  Petitioners,  as  in  your  great 
Wisdom  ami  uooiluess  shall  seem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Indorsed  "  Congress  X.  Y. 
Memorial  to  House  of  Commons,  ITG-j." 


To  th'.'  A7;///''.s-   Jfo.-^t  Ej-i'tJleiit  Majesty. 

The  Petition  of  the  FreelioMcrs  ami  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  Khode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Xew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
the  (lovernment  of  the  Colonies  of  New  Castle,  Kent  ami  Sussex  upon 
Dolawan^  Province  of  Maryland  ; 

J/o.of  Iluiiibhj  shewefh  — 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  these  Colonies,  unanimously  devoted,  with  the 
wannest  sentini'nts  of  Duty  and  all'ection  to  your  Majestys  sacred  Person_ 
•md  <Tovernm"nt.  inviolably  attached  to  the  present  happy  Estaldishment  of 
tlie  Protestant  succession  in  your  illustrious  House,  and  deeply  sensible  of 
your  Royal  att -ntion  to  their  Prosperity  au'l  Happiness,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
"qjproach  the  Throne  i)y  reprcsentino:  to  your  Majesty,  That  these  Colonies 
were  orii;inally  planted  by  suitjects  of  the  British  Crown,  who.  animated  with 
the  Spirit  of  Liberty,  encoiu-aaed  by  your  Majestys  Poyal  Predecessor,  and 
coniiding  in  the  publick  Faith  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  Pd-hts  an<l  Liber- 
ties essential  to  Freedom,  emigrated  t'rom  th-ir  native  Couritry  to  this  Cnnti 
nent,  and  bv  their  successful  Persi>verance  in  the  mi.!>t  o*"  innumerable  Dan- 
cers and  Difficulties,  together  with  a  profusion  of  their  Blood  and  Treasure,^ 
iiave  happily  added  these  vast  and  valui.ble  Dominions  to  the  Empire  uf 
Great  Britain. 
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That  for  tlio  Enjoyment  of  these  Rights  and  Liberties,  several  Govern- 
ments were  early  formed  in  said  Colonies,  with  full  Power  of  Legislation, 
aiireeable  to  tlie  Principles  of  the  English  Constitution. 

That  under  those  Governments  these  Liberties  thus  vested  in  their  Ances- 
tors, and  transmitted  to  their  Posterity,  have  been  exercised  and  enjoyed, 
and  by  the  inestimable  Blessiusis  thereof  under  the  Favour  of  Almidity  God, 
the  inhospitable  I>^->arts  of  America  have  been  converted  into  flourishing 
Countries.  Science,  Humanity,  and  the  knowledge  ot  divine  Truths,  diffused 
tlirouudi  remote  Re'.ions  of  Ignorance,  Infidelity  and  Barbarism;  the  number 
of  British  subjects  wonderfully  increased,  and  the  Wealth  and  Power  of 
Great  Britain  proportionally  augmented. 

That  by  means  of  tliese"  settlements,  and  the  unparallelM  success  of  your 
Majestys  arms  a  Foundation  is  now  laid  for  rendering  the  British  Empire  the 
most  extensive  and  powerfiil  of  any  recorded  in  History.  Our  connections 
with  this  Empire  we  esteem  our  greatest  Happines.>  and  security,  and  humMy 
conceive  it  may  now  he  so  •^st.ibli^hed  by  your  royal  Wisdom,  a.^  to  endure  to 
the  latest  Period  of  Time.  This,  with  most  humble  submission  to  your  Maj- 
esty, we  appreiieud  will  be  most  erfectually  accomplished,  by  fixing  the  Pillars 
thereof  on  Liberty  and  Justice,  and  securing  the  inherent  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties of  your  Subjects  here  upon  the  Principles  of  th.e  English  Constitution. 
To  tills"  Constitution  th  -se  two  Principles  are  essential.  Tiio  Right  of  your 
faith 'ull  subjects  ft-eely  to  grant  to  your  Majesty  such  aids  as  are  rei|uire.l  for 
the  support  of  your  Government  over  them  ami  other  publick  Exigences,  and 
Trials  by  their  'Pcrs.  By  the  one  they  are  secured  from  ui. reasonable  lunji  - 
sitions,  and  by  the  other  from  arbitrary  Decisions  of  the  executive  Power. 
The  Continuation  of  tie-se  Lil)ertii's  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Anvrica  we 
ardently  implore  as  absolutely  necessary  to  unite  the  several  Parts  of  your 
wide,  extended  Dominions  in  that  Harmony  so  essential  to  the  Preservation 
and  Happiness  of  the  whole.  Protected  in  these  Liberties,  the  Emoluments 
Great  Britain  receives  from  us,  however  great  at  present,  are  inconsiiierable 
compared  with  those  she  l>.as  the  fairest  Prospect  of  ac(juiring.  By  their 
Protection  she  will  forever  seeure  to  herself  tlie  advantage  of  conveying  to 
i'.li  Europ''  the  merchandises  which  America  furnishes,  and  of  supplying  thro" 
tlie  same  '^liannel  whatever  is  wanted  from  thence.  Her-^'  opens  a  boundless 
source  of  Wealth  and  Xaval  Strength;  yet  tliese  immense  advantages,  by  th^ 
abridgment  ot  those  inviUuuble  Rights  and  Lii)erties  by  which  our  Growth 
^\".N  been  nourishM,  are  in  D:nmor  of  ixdng  forever  lost,  and  our  subonlinat'^ 
Legislatures  in  effect  rendered  useless  by  the  late  Acts  of  Parliament,  ininos- 
iag  Duties  and  Taxes  on  these  Colonies,  and  extending  tiie  .Jurisdiction  ot' 
the  Courts  of  Admiralty  here,  beyonil  its  ancif'ut  Limits:  Statutes  by  which 
your  Majestys  Commons  in  (ireat  Britain,  umiertake  absolutely  to  dispose  of 
tiie  Property  of  tiieir  Fellow  subjects  in  Auierica,  without  their  consent,  for 
the  enforcing  wher'^of  they  are  sul>jected  to  the  Determination  of  a  sinalf> 
•Judge,  in  a  Court  unrostraineil  by  the  wise  Rules  of  the  Com:non  Lnw,  the 
Birth-right  of  Englishmen  and  the  safeguard  of  their  Persons  aui  Properties. 

The  invaluaiili'  Rii^dit  of  taxing  ours<dves  and  Trial  by  our  Peers,  of  winch 
we  implor.'  your  M  ijestys  Protection,  are  not.  We  most  humi)ly  conceive,  un- 
constitutional, but  confirmed  by  the  great  Charter  of  Irlnglish  Lib.'rty.  On 
the  fir<t  of  these  Ri:rhts  the  honorable  the  House  of  Commons  found  their 
Practice  of  originating  money  Bills;  a  Right  enjoyed  by  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
laud,  by  the  Clergy  of  Eiiiiland  until  relia.juished  Ijy  thems-ives;  a  Right  in 
Fine,  which  all  other  your  Majestys  iiu'^lish  sulijects.  liotii  within  and  with- 
out the  i^.'alm  hav-^  Idtherto  enJoyecL 

With  Hearts  th«-relor.;  impressed  witii  the  most  iuddible  characters  of 
Gratituile  to  j'our  Majesty,  and  to  the  memory  of  the  Kinjs  of  your  illustri- 
ous House,  whose  iteiums  "have  been  sii,'nally  distinguished  by  their  auspicious 
Inlluence  on  the  Prosperity  of  the  British  Dominions,  and  "convinced  by  the 
most  afiecting  Proofs  of  yotir  Majesty's  Paternal  Love  to  all  your  P"ople, "how- 
ever distant,  and  your  unceasing  and  b'fnevolent  Desires  to  promote  their 
Happiness;  We  mo>t  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty  tha.t  you  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  take  into  your  Royal  consideration  the  Distresses  of  your 
uiithtiii  subjects  on  this  Continent,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Majesty's 
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Parliament,  nuiJ  to  allbnl  them  such  Relief  as  in  your  Royal  Wisdom  their 
unhappy  circuiiistanoe  shall  be  judged  to  require.     And  your  Petitioners,  as 
in  duty  buuuti,  will  pray. 
Indorsed  —  •'Conuress,  X.  Y. 
Petition  to  the  Kini;  —  ITflo." 


Dechtratiov  a  J  opted  hy  the  Congress  nt  X'-in  York\  1765 

The  nn^niliers  of  this  ('oniiress,  sincerely  devoted,  with  the  wannest  senti- 
ments of  Affection  and  Duty  to  his  Majesty's  Person  and  Government,  invio- 
lably attaeliM  to  the  present  happy  Establishment  of  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion, and  with  luiiids  deeply  inipresst  d  by  a  sense  of  the  present  and 
■mpendinT  misfortunes  of  the  Eritish  Colonies  on  this  rontin<'nt,  iiavin': 
considered  r.s  maturely  as  Time  will  permit  the  cireumstan':es  of  the  said 
('olonie^,  rstft^m  it  our  indispensable  Duty  to  make  tiie  t(dlowinu'  D'M'lara- 
tions  of  our  humble  opinion  respecting  tlu-  most  essential  P.iuiits  and  Liber- 
ties of  the  Colonists,  and  of  the  Grievances  under  which  they  labour,  by 
Reason  of  several  late  Acts  of  Parliament. 

P*  That  his  Majesty's  sul>jects  in  these  Colonies,  owe  the  same  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Eritain  that  is  owing  from  his  Subjects  from  within 
the  iaahi;.  ;inil  all  flue  sul)ord:nati(;n  to  that  August  Body  the  Parliament  ol 
Great  Eritain. 

2^  That  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  these  Colonies,  are  intitled  to  all  tiie 
inherent  Lights  and  Liberties  of  liis  natural  born  subjects  wilhiu  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Eritain. 

.3''  That  it  is  inseperably  e.ssential  to  the  Freedom  of  a  people,  and  the  un- 
doubted Eight  of  Lnulishmen.  that  no  Taxes  l)e  imposed  on  them,  but  with 
their  own  consent,  uiven  Personally,  or  by  their  Representatives. 

4'^'  That  the  People  of  these  Colonies  are  not  and  from  their  local  circum- 
staiu^es,  c  iiinot  be  n  presented  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  in  Gre:;t  Britain. 

5"»  That  the  oidy  P.-presentatives  of  the  People  of  these  Colonies  are  per- 
sons chosen  therein  by  themselves,  and  that  no  Taxes  ever  have  in^eii  or  can 
Ik-  constitutioualiv  imposed  on  them,  but  by  the  respective  Legislatures. 

0'"  That  all  supplies  to  the  Crown,  being  'ree  uitts  of  the  People,  it  is  un- 
reasonable and  ineou.iisteut  with  the  Principles  and  Spirit  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  People  ol'  Gr^'at  Brit.iin  to  grant  to  his  ihijesty  the  Prop'*rty  of  ilie 
Colonists. 

7"'  Tiiat  trials  by  Jury  is  ti.e  inherent  and  invaluable  Right  of  every  British 
sulject  in  these  Colonit'S. 

8''i  That  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  intitled  -'An  act  for  liranting  and 
applying  certain  btamp  Duties  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America"'  &c.  by  imposing  Taxes  on  the  Iniiabitants  of  these  Colonies,  and 
the  said  Act,  and  several  utie-r  Acts,  by  extending  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts  of  Admiralty  beyonil  its  ancient  Limits,  have  a  manifest  Tendency  to 
subvert  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  tb<'  Celoiusts. 

It"'  That  the  Duties  imposed  by  several  late  Acts  of  Parliament,  from  the 
peculi;u-  circumstances  of  these  Colonies,  will  be  extremely  iiurtipiisome  and 
grievous;  and  from  the  scarcity  of  spi-cie,  tiie  payment  nf  them  aijsohitely 
impracticable. 

1U">  That  as  the  Prolits  of  the  Trad,.-  of  these  Colonies  ultimately  center  in 
(ireat  Britain  to  pay  for  the  manutactures  which  they  an-  Dblj.ied  to  t.ake 
from  thenci',  tliey  continually  contribute  v<'ry  lar^rely  to  all  supplies  granted 
there  to  the  Crown. 

11"'  That  the  Restrictions  imposed  bv  sev.-r.al  lat.'  A"ts  of  Parliament  on 
the  Trade  of  these  Colonies,  will  render  them  unal)le  to  purcliase  the  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain. 

12"''  That  t1ie  luen'ase.  Prosperity  and  Happiness  of  these  Cilonies  .lepend 
on  the  full  and  free  Enjoyment  of'  their  Rights  and  Liberties,  and  an  Inter- 
course with  (ireat  Britain'muluallv  alfectionate  and  adv.mt.igeous. 
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I'o'^  That  it  U  the  Rkht  of  the  British  subjects  in  these  Colonies  to  peti- 
tion the  Kins,  or  either  House  of  Parliament. 

L;istly.  that  it  is  the  indispensable  Duty  of  these  Colonies  to  the  best  of 
SovereiLins.  to  the  mother  Country  ami  to  themselves,  to  endeavour  i)y  a 
loyal  and  ilutiful  Address  to  his  Majesty,  and  humble  application  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  to  procure  the  Repeal  of  the  Act  for  granting;  and  ap- 
plying certain  Stamp  Duties,  of  all  clauses  of  any  other  Act  of  Parliament, 
whereby  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  is  extended  as  aforesaid,  and  of 
the  other  late  Acts  for  the  Restriction  of  American  Commerce. 

Indorsed  —  "  Resolutions  of  Congress 
of  176-5,  Xew  Yor!<.'' 


Frytlay,  Nov^  'I'l'^  1765,  a.  m. 

The  IIuu.se  met  according  to  adjournraoiit.  Mr.  Speaker  Laid 
before  the  House  the  Procee'liiiixs  of  the  hite  General  Congress  at 
New  York  which  were  t'orwanled  to  him  by  direction  of  the  Con- 
^■ress,  til ut  this  House  might  joyn  therein  if  it  saw  tit — which 
having  been  Read  and  Considered, 

Resolved  and  voted  Unanimously. 

That  this  House  do  fidly  approve  oi'  and  Heartily  Joyn  in  the 
Resolves  ami  several  Petitions  agreed  upon  by  the  said  General 
Congress  and  that  the  Hon"'^  Henry  Sherourne,  Esq.  Speaker  of 
this  House,  Clem'  March  and  Meshech  Weare  Estj"  be  a  Comm'^'' 
hereby  fully  imjiowered  to  sigii  the  same  in  behalf  of  this  Htjuse, 
if  not  too  late  :  If  the  General  Petitions  are  forwarded  and  cannot 
[p.  80.]  be  si^'ued  [troperiy  that  tiien  and  in  that  case  the  said  Pe- 
titions to  be  tairly  Ingrossed,  that  they  sign  them  in  behalf  of  this 
House,  forward  them  with  J)uplicates  by  tiie  very  tirst  opportu- 
nity to  Barlow  Trecothick  and  John  Wontworth,  Es(["  at  London, 
who  or  eitiier  of  them  are  appointed  S[)ecial  Agents  for  Miis  House 
an<l  are  hereby  fully  Impowered  and  earnestly  Desired  to  present 
the  s.'iid  Petitions,  to  employ  Council  if  need  be  and  use  their  ut- 
mo>r  Endeavors  to  obiani  the  favour  and  Cvimoassion  of  our  most 
Graeitnis  Sosereign  and  the  Parliament  towards  his  Majestvs  Dis- 
rre.ssed  but  still  most  taithfuU  and  Dutiful  Subjects  of  Ids  Ameri- 
can Colonies. 

A  message  w.ia  seiit  to  the  Council  by  the  Cierk  to  Desire  that 
the  Acts  Resolves  and  votes  Passed  in  this  House  the  last  Session 
and  not  eoncurr'd  and  assented  to  might  be  sent  di.uvu  to  the 
Hou>e, 

Mr.  Sec--  lirot  into  the  House -undry  HiHs,  Pa.>.>ed  iu  :lii-  House 
th«.-  Last  Si.->'ions  not  assented  to. 

P.  M. 

[i".  iU.j     A  Precepl  was  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to  the 
Sheritf  for  the  Electiini  .)f  a  member  to  serve  in  Gen'  Assembly 
or  the  town  of  Portsm'.  in  the  i-oom  of  Mr.  Clarkson. 
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Saturday  Nov^  'iS"^  17G5. 

The  High  Sheriff  came  into  the  House  and  lut'oiraM  that  >iiii(h-v 
Breaches^  havt-  l)een  made  in  the  PiDvince  Goal  and  that  siuidry 
Ilepairs  were  wanted  to  be  mane  and  Prayed  the  House  to  eun- 
sider  of  the  same. 

[p.  41.]  Voted  Tlial  the  Hon''""  Henery  Slierhurne,  Sj^eaker 
and  Col"  Wearc  he  a  Coin""'"  to  answer  liis  K.\i-(.lh'ncy's  speefh. 


[p.  42.]  Wednesday  Nov'  -27"'  17<i;'),  a.  m. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  llie  motion  maile  h_\  the 
High  Sheiiff  Saturday  hist  respecting  the  State  ot  tlie  Province 
Goal  and  ap]v")inted  Col"  Wentworth,  P^sqr.  Wigu-m,  Maj'  Right 
and  Capt.  Worthen  to  view  the  Jail  and  make  Report; — who  .ac- 
cordingly went  Immediately  and  viewM  said  (iroal  and  made  Re- 
port that  some  iron  Bans  and  Re])airs  are  necessary  to  l.e  m:;de 
where  the  Breaches  were  and  sundry  other  Ilepairs.  Whereupon 
the  House  Fast  ;he  follow  ing  vote,  viz. 

Whereas  sundry  Breaches  have  lately  been  niade  in  the  Pro\- 
ince  Goal  whicli  are  necessary  to  be  Rejiaired,  and  sundry  other 
Repairs  are  wanting:-  to  jiut  the  said  Go.al  in  a  Propei-  situation, 

[p.  43.]  Voted  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheaf  be  a  Com'""  of  this  H.uise 
to  joyn  such  as  may  be  ajipointed  by  the  Hon''"''  Boaid  to  get  the 
necessary  Repairs  made  for  Puting  the  Prrivince  Goal  in  a  Proj^er 
Condition  for  sate  keeping  and  accommodating  Prisoners,  That 
they  may  be  Impowered  to  Draw  money  out  ot  the  Treasury  to 
accom|)lish  such  Repaiis  and  l>e  accountable  to  the  Gen'  Ass"'  lor 
the  same.     Sent  u)i  by  ^iv.  Ta])]/an.     [Concurred.] 

Mr.  Barrell  Bro't  Down  from  the  Boar<l  the  Petition  of  Martha 
Barrell  Praying  foi-  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  tor  a  Divorce  from 
her  husband  William  Barrel!  for  Reasons  assigned  in  the  Peti- 
tion {"). 

Also  a  Petition  of  many  jiersons  belonging  to  the  to\\n  of 
Portsm"  to  Prevent  the  luonojioly  of  fresh  Pi'ovisions  (/>). 

(a)  Jour.  ('.  lV:  A?sni.  Nov'  27.  1705.  The  Petitiun  o!  Martha  Barrell  of 
Portsnv^  in  this  Province  s^ttins  forth  that  ahout  Thn^p  months  Past  shf 
intermarried  with  one  Willifim  Barrell  of  said  Portsm"  with  all  the  Pulilick 
forins  of  matrimony  under  t'xpectation  of  livinL:  comfortaMy  iV:  lirippily  with 
him  and  that  he  would  answer  every  End  of  matrimony,  but  so  it  is  that  Iht^ 
End  of  matrimony  which  anions;  other  thiuj,'.?  Tends  to  increase  v.**.-  multiply, 
which  cannot  he  ever  answered  to  her,  as  it  has  Pleased  (iod  that  yf)ur  Peti- 
tioners said  Husband  is  utterly  incapable  to  satisfy  tlie  most  virtuous  and 
modest  Feminine  Inclination  and  is  Impotent  to  render  that  ilue  Benevo- 
lence which  every  married  woman  is  warranteil  not  only  in  expectation,  but 
receiving  itc.  and  Praying  slu;  miL,'lit  have  a  day  assigned  to  I'rove  her  alle- 
L'ations  and  that  the  said  William  miirht  he  notifyi'd  thereof  accordingly. 
Read  ct  sent  down.     [The  petitioner  granted  a  hearing.] 

{!))  The  petition  of  William  Shackford  and  about  12;3  others.  Inhabitant3  of 
the  Town  of  Portsmouth  setting  forth    that  they   iiave  of  late  been  greatly 
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agriiiverl  by  a  custom  practised  by  the  shopkeepers  in  the  saiil  Town  in  Pur- 
chasini:  Provision  oi  Country  People,  who  vend  such  comodities  to  the  In- 
hai>itants  with  considerable  a<lvance;  tv  praying  redress  &c.  Head  and  sent 
down. 

P.  ]H. 

Whereas  bv  :m  Act  Dast  in  tlie  Httoenth  vvm-  of  liis  Maie.stv''s 
liei'^M  for  setting  off  a  part  of  the  town  of  Bow  together  with 
some  '..-miis  adjtiyning  tiiereto  with  the  Inhabitants  therein  Erect- 
ing theiu  into  a  Parish  ccc.  tor  the  Reasons  tlierein  Ex[iresse<l  :  In 
wiiicli  Act  it  was  onlereil  ihat  the  lirst  meeting  of  the  said  In- 
habitants for  tiie  choice  of  Town  oriicers  should  be  heM  on  the 
third  Tuesdriyof  Aug'  then  next,  which  meeting  was  to  have  been 
Notified  by  Samuel  t^mmerson,  Esq',  according  to  Perticular  Di- 
rections given  in  tlie  same  Act,  which  may  more  fully  a]ipear  by 
Reference  to  the  said  Act  (1)  which  time  is  Elapsed,  and  by  some 
accident  Interveneijig  the  s.utl  meeting  was  not  duly  called,  ])ut 
has  hitherto  been  omitted,  Therefore 

[p.  44.]  Resolved  and  Voted  tliat  the  said  Samuel  Emmerson 
be  and  hereby  is  authorised  to  call  the  meeting  of  the  said  In- 
h:!bitant>  and  to  do  an<l  [lertorm  every  other  ser\  ice  dutv  ;ind 
business  to  which  he  was  directed  and  authorised  by  the  said  Act, 
and  the  said  meeting  is  iiereby  ordered  to  beheld  within  the  same 
Parish  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next,  and  every  otticer 
who  shall  be  chosen  and  appointed  in  consequence  thereof  shall 
have  the  same  Power  and  authority  to  all  intents  as  if  the  meet- 
ing ap|>ointed  by  said  Act  had  been  duly  held,  anrl  all  the  said 
otfice>  shall  have  the  same  time  to  discharge  the  duty  enjovned  by 
the  s^  act  Reckoning  [ix.m  the  time  of  hoidiug  the  meeting  newly 
appointed  that  was  allowed  from  the  time  of  holding  the  meeting 
appointed  iSc  mentioned  in  s''  Act. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  his  Exc«d- 
lency's  speech  of  the  19"'  Inst  bro't  into  the  House  an  answer 
which  they  had  prepared  which  was  Read  aiul  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Mny  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

Your  Exc'ys  speech  of  the  10"'  Instant  calls  for  our  sincere  acknowledg- 
ment and  the  strongest  assurance  that  we  shall  with  our  usual  Diligence  pro- 
ceerl  to  the  considc-ration  of  the  matters  Recommended  and  the  Dispatch  of 
all  necessary  and  Important  business  before  us. 

.  The  Treasurer's  accompts  (the'  adjusted  in  y^  last  session)  and  the  present 
[p.  4.5d  -itate  thereof  shall  be  further  Examined.  Past  neglects  (if  any  appear) 
Rectify-ed,  and  if  some  Resolves  of  the  Council  and  Assemiily  now  hetore 
your  Exc-  calculated  as  the  most  speedy  and  safe  method  for  sinking  the 
Paper  Bills  of  Credit  now  Extant  .-should  be  consented  to,  we  might  hope 
soon  to  see  an  End  of  our  Paper  Currancy. 

Your  Excellency's  kind  assurance  of  contributinir  all  in  vour  power  to 
Render  this  Session  short  ct  agreeable  gives  us  great  Pleasure  and  alfords  the 
pleasing  Prospect  of  a  speedy  Recess. 

Voted  that  the  foregoing  be  sent  to  his  Exc''  in  answer  to  his 
speech  of  the  19"^  Instant. 

(1)  See  Bouton'.-  Hist.  (,f  CoucorJ,  pp.  747,  748.— Et). 
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[i'.  41).]  Fryday  NoV  -JO"'  175.'.,  a.  m. 

The  PiH'siik'iil  of  ihc  dniuciU  caiut.!  iiiLu  llie  liou.^r  and  infonued 
that  ilie  Vote  aiipuinting  a  Lour' '  ior  llepaiiing  the  Prison,  the 
Vote  tor  the  <ien'  ^Vsseuiblv't-  aUowanee,  the  v./te  t"<»r  the  Treas- 
urev  to  luM'eive  any  inone\'  for  y"  Taxes  tor  tlie  year  1  7<Jo,  aiii] 
also  the  lier-olve  inipowerinix  the  Agents  to  sell  the  Province 
monev  on  the  Stocks,  were  oonennM  and  con>»  nted  t<_)  hy  the 
Governor. 

[i'.  47.]  P.  31. 

Re})ort  of  the  Coin'*'  for  Examining  tue  Province  Laws  Read 
and 

\'oted  That  the  said  Rejjort  he  Received  accepted  &  alio,ved, 
and  that  a  Bill  be  imnieiliately  Piejiared  agreeable  to  said  Rcjajrt. 


Saturday  XoV  8u"\  1765. 

[p.  49.]  Voted  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheaf  and  Meshech  Weare  be 
a  Com*"  of  tills  house  to  joyn  such  as  niay  be  apjxnnted  by  the 
Hon'''''  Councill  to  Receive  of  the  Administratrix  of  Mr.  And' 
Clarkson  Decea.s'd  the  Types  from  wliich  the  Sterling  Bills  of  this 
Province  were  Printed  which  wei-e  in  said  Clai'kson's  keeping  at 
the  time  of  his  Decease;  auil  Luck  up  the  same  in  the  Province 
Strong  Box  and  make  Report  to  the  General  Assembly.  Sent  up 
by  Capt  Carlton.     [Concurred.] 

"Voted,  That  Meshech  Weare  be  a  Com'"  of  the  Ib»u>e  to  Re- 
ceive of  the  Aiiministratrix  of  3Ir.  And''  Clarkson,  the  Certiticates 
for  the  wages  of  the  members  of  the  Gen'  Ass"'  left  In'  him  at  his 
decease  and  to  give  a  Rec'  for  the  same  (a). 

(a)  Petitions,  votes,  hills,  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by  the  C.  & 
Assiii.  from  XoV  lU'i  to  Xov^  ^O"',  1765. 

Petition  of  Samui>!  Levet  A;  Obadiah  Marston  for  a  now  Parish  in  Xotting- 
ham —  leave  to  brinir  in  a  Bill. 

Petition  ot  Inhabitants  of  N'ew  Boston  about  location  of  meeting  house  — 
leave  to  brinu;  in  a  Bill;  atterwanls.  Petition  dismi-sed. 

Petition  of  bam'  Kaukin  for  guardians  to  he  appninted  over  Thos.  Hall  and 
wife,  distracted  —  John  Hall  it  Alexander  McMurphy  appointed. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Levet  et  alii  Presbyterians  of  Hampton  Falls,  to  be 
exempted  from  payiui^  taxes  to  Kev.  Mr.  Wini^ate,  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  .Susannah  Adams  of  Durham  al)out  a  Deed  withheld  from  her, 
hearin'.;  i^ranted. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  in  westerly  part  of  Durham  for  a  new  Parish,  a 
hearin,'  granted. 

L'om"*^'  appointed   abuut  a  highway  in  Xewmarket. 

Act  authorizing  the  Judge  of  Probate  to  divide  real  estate  of  Xath'  Sar- 
gent, dec''. 

Petition  of  Josi.ali  Melvin,  by  Sara'  Hobart  respecting  an  action  before  the 
Superiour  Court  —  hearing  granted. 
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[p.  Oil.]  Mr.  Secretary  came  into  the  House  and  by  his  Excel- 
lency's Uh-ection  adjourned  the  Gen'  Ass""  to  VV"e.lnesday  the 
tii>t  day  I'f  .lau'  next  1(J  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Attest —  M.  Weare,  CI'. 


fi'.  ol.l  We<lne^dav  January  1"  1766. 

A  number  of  tlie  members  met  but  not  sutticient   torn   liouse, 
A<ljouinc<l. 


Thursday,  Jan-^  2''  1766. 

The  Speaker  being  unable  to  attend  in  the  House  inade  choice 
of  Col"  Peter  Gilman,  Esq.  Speaker  pro  Tempore. 

The  Hitrli  Sheriff  made  return  (»n  the  Precept  Issued  the  122"^  ot 
Nov'"  l:ist  for  t-hoosin^  a  Representative  for  the  Town  of  Ports- 
moutli,  that  William  Parker,  Es([.  was  chosen  to  Represent  said 
Town.     [Was  (pialitied  by  taking  the  u>ual  oaths.] 


[p.  56.]  Thursday  Jan'  U'''  1766,  a.  m. 

Tlie  selectmen  of  Durham  Pray'd  leave  to  come  into  the  House 
aixl  being  adnutted  Inform'd  the  House  that  by  the  death  of  Ma]'' 
Smith  who  was  chosen  to  Represent  s'  Town,  they  were  now 
without  a  Representative  and  PrayM  tliat  a  Precept  might  Issue 
for  choosing  Some  person  lo  liepresent  s'  T^)Wll  in  (icu'  Assembly^ 
which  being  considercl, 

V^oted  Tlial  a  Precept  to  be  signed  by  the  S[ieaker  lie  Issued  to 
the  Siieritf  tor  Klecting  a  new  member  tor  Durham. 

P.  M. 

[p.  57.]  A  motion  was  made  trom  llie  Speaker  that  the  Re- 
solves agreed  on  by  the  (General  Congress  at  Xew  York  might  be 
Read,  antl  if  agreeable  to  the  House  that  they  miglit  be  maile  the 
Resolves  of  this  House,  and  made  part  oi  the  liecor'is  of  this 
House. 

Said  Resolves  were  accordingly  Uead  anil  are  as  follows: 

[See  page  Dl.] 
[p.  6('.]      Which  Resolves  having  been  maturely  considered, 
Resolced  <fc    Voted,  That  they  Express  the  sentiments  of  this 
House,  that  they  be  made  part  of  the  Recoids  tliereof 

Attest.  M.  Weare,  Clk. 
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Fryday,  Jun^  10"'  17GG,  (a)  a.  m. 

(a)  Votes  ami  Bills  &c.  passet!  by  the  IIoiisj  it  Concurred  by  Council  Jan^ 
9,  &  10,  Act  to  establish  a  Deed  of  convey;ince  o;"  about  15  acres  ot  laml  in 
Durham. 

Act  tor  iucorporalinL;  a  now  Parish  in  Durham. 

Josiah  Melvin'.s  Petition  lor  a  r<!li':arin ;  lielbrj  Sup'  Court,  granteil. 

Susanna  Adams  pr^tition  about  a  Deed  withheld  from  her,  gristed. 


Wednesday,  Jan>'  15'"  17GG.     a.  m, 

[p.  G2.]  A  )ue5>ija!j;e  was  sent  lo  the  Council  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  to  Enquire  wliat  Acts  had  passed  tlie  Council  and 
were  consented  to  by  the  Governonr. 

P.  M. 

In  aii.swer  to  the  message  to  the  Council  by  the  Clerk  in  the 
forenoon,  Mr.  Secretary  came  down  and  Jnform'd  that  the  fol- 
lowing Acts  were  conseiiteil  to  by  the  Go vernour,  viz. 

For  a  new  Parish  in  Durham. 
To  enable  the  Treasurer  to  recover  Debts,  <fec. 
To  revive  the  Proprietary  Act. 
To  enable  Selectmen  to  (exchange  Roads. 
To  enable  Inhabitants  to  call  town  meeting.s. 
To  nial<e  void  a  Irauduleut  Deed. 
To  enable  Peabody  A:  Shepard  to  sell  land. 
To  Dissolve  the  marriai^e  of  Sam'  Smallcom. 
22,1    I    III  iavor  of  the  Proprietors  of  New  Britain, 
j    An  act  relative  to  the  assize  ot  bread. 

A  message  from  the  Board  for  a  Com'"'  to  examine  Papers  in 
the  Recording  office  Bio!,  into  the  House  in  July  last  but  not 
acted  on  was  taken  under  consideration,  and  being  consider'd» 
Ordered  to  lay  for  further  consideration. 


[p.  <37.J  Thur<  lay,  Jan^  2:^"'  176fi. 

A  message  was  sent  li>  Ihe  Boar  1  by  Mr.  Parker  to  infornr 
that  the  Acts  and  Princij'al  business  which  lay  before  the  Hou.se 
was  Passeil  .md  sent  to  tiie  Board  an-i  to  Desire  the  same  might 
be  Passed  at  tiie  Board  as  soon  as  may  be  to  be  laid  before  hi.s 
Excellency. 

[p.  08.]  Mr.  Livins  Bro't  Down  fro:n  the  Council  the  petition 
of  Martha  Barriil  sent  \\]^  from  the  House  the  .30"'  of  Nov'  last 
with  tlie  vote  of  the  House  giving  the  Petitioner  liberty  lo  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  a  Divorce,  which  vote  the  Council  concurred  ua 
folio w.s,  viz. 

In  Council  Jan>'  23->  17G0. 

The  above  vote  Piaad  &  concurred  with  the  amendment,  viz.     That  either 
party  have  liberty  to  bv'nv^  hi  a  bill  of  Divorce  (a  meusa  &  thoro)  to  liberate 
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the  Parties  from  all  Demands  of  their  Persons  or  Estates  Respectively  uulesa 
8ome  ftiture  mutial  agreement  between  the  said  Parties  to  the  contrary  should 
take  place,  untill  which  time  their  Issue  to  be  Illegitimate.  Sent  down  for 
concurrence. 

P.  M. 

Voted  that  Mr.  Speaker,  William  Parker  E.<q  and  Mr.  Jacob 
Sheafe  be  a  Coininittee  to  <xet  all  the  Publick  Acts  that  are  iieces- 
earv  to  be  printed,  that  are  or  may  be  Pas.sed  the  present  session 
to  be  printed  as  soon  and  in  at  as  cheap  a  Rate  as  may  be  at  the 
chaf^e  of  the  Province:  One  hundred  and  fifty  copys  of  each 
Act  to  be  printed.  His  Excellency  the  Governoi-,  each  member 
of  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre.->entat!ves  to  have  one,  and 
one  for  each  Clerk  of  the  Courts  and  tor  each  Town  and  Parish 
Clerk  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Towns  and  Parishes.  The 
remainder  to  be  Disposed  of  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  order. 


[p.  69.]  Saturday,  Jan^  I'S''  1766. 

The  vote  of  Councill   on  Mrs.  Barrell's  Petition  taken   under 
con.sideration  and 

Voted,  That  it  be  non-concurred. 


[p.  70.]  Thursday,  Jan^  30^  1766.     a.  bi. 

Mr.  Sec'  came  into  the  House  and  said  the  following  Acts  were 
consented  to  by   his  Excellency,  viz. 

The  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  for  regishiting  weights  and  measures. 

The  Act  for  Recording  Powers  of  Attorney — or  Instruments  by  which 
Deeds  of  Conveyance  «S:c.  are  made. 

The  Act  to  authorize  any  Town  or  Towns  in  this  Province  to  build.  Im- 
prove &  Establish  any  house  within  their  respective  towns  —  for  houses  of 
Correction. 

And  the  other  Acts  required  further  consideration,  (a) 

(a)  Votes,  Ace"*,  allowances  made  by  the  House  and  concurred  by  the 
Council  —  in  addition  to  the  above,  from  Jany  1&^  to  Jan^  30"',  1766. 

Allowed  Ezekiel  Gummer  for  service  as  door  keeper.  3*  per  day  from  21** 
May  176.5,  to  the  dissolution  of  the  present  Assembly. 

Allowed  Thomas  Furber  for  printing  two  laws  £'6: 15. 

Ace'  of  Nathan  Rowe,  Dep.  Sher.  for  arresting  Rachel  Eaton,  on  suspicion 
of  murder,  .allowed  £14:  S:0. 

Bill  to  invest  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  with  power  to  employ  them  and  to 
provide  fur  bringing  up  their  children  more  usefully. 

Ace'  of  Eieazer  Russel,  post  master,  allowed  for  postage  of  the  GrOv''s  letters, 
£29: 16:. 5,  lawful  money. 

Ace' of  Danit-l  Pierce,  Recorder,  allowed  £33:0:6  lawful  money.  Daniel 
Pierce  again  chosen  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Conveyances. 

Ace'  of  Jacob  Sheafe  for  digging  a  well  for  the  Prison,  allowed  £14,  lawful 
money. 
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When  the  Secretary  by  his  Excellency'rt  dirt'ction  adjourn'd  the 
Gen'  Assembly  to  the  Lwenty-fifth  day  of  Feb'  next  ten  o'cluck 
in  the  forenoon. 

Ati.  M.  Wearc,  CV. 

His  Excellency  th'-  Ginernor  l)L'f(jre  the  I);iy  lo  which  the  Gen' 
Assembly  sto(Hl  :i-ljourn'd  Proroi^ued  the  General  Assembly  to 
the  t??'*"  of  May  nnd  by  a  further  prnclamiition  the  Gen'  Ass"'  wa« 
further  Proroiijued  to  the  -iS"*  of  Jiuu;. 


We.hiesday,  June  'if)'^'  1766. 

The  House  riiel  according  to  ProroLjation. 

[Of  liiH  Majesty's  ('ouncil,  Present 
His  Excel!  Micy  Benninji  Wmtworth,  Yaq.  Governor 
Theodore  Atkinson  )  Nath'  Barrell 

Dan'  Warner  [   Esqs.  & 

Theodore  Atkinson,  jun.  )  Peter  Livius.] 

A  messa<j:e  was  sent  by  Col"  Goffc  t<>  the  Chair  to  inform  that 
there  was  a  Mouse  met. 

[p.  71.]  Mr,  Sec''  came  into  the  Bouse  and  InformM  the 
Speaker  and  the  IIou<e  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  Kecjuired 
theii-  Immediate  attendance  at  the  Council  Board. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  Immediately  attended  at  the  Coun- 
cil Bo:n'd  whiM-e  th<'  Presidmt  <A'  tiic  Council  l>y  his  Exc  "  I)i;-ec- 
tion  Re.iil  his  Exc*''  Speech  to  the  Couiicill  and  Assembly. 

A  messa<,'e  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Bell  l.>  De^^ire  a  Copy 
of  his  Exc'"  Speech. 

fr overt) (<r\s'   JSpet'ch 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov"-  Ml■^s^  Vol.  111..  |..  '^Dl.l 

Oentletnen  of  the  Council  and  of  tin:  AssembUi  — 

General  Conway,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary's  of  State,  trans- 
mitted me  two  Acts  of  Parliament,  passed  this  Session,  one  for  the  hetter 
eeouring  the  dependancy  i«f  his  Majesty's  Dominions  in  America  upon  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  of  Groat  Britta"in.  the  other  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act.  hoth  of  which  I  haw  o.iused  to  he  published.  I  shall  notwith- 
Btandiu!!  lav  them  before  vou.  to^other  with  tlie  resolves  of  Parliament  previ- 
ous to  Uie'Kepeal  of  the' Stamp  Act.  also  General  Conway's  letter,  whitdi,  I 
have  tliou-jht  proper  to  print  for  the  hnnetit  o!'  liis  Majesty's  subjects,  ami  to 
apprise  Iheiu  of  liis  Majesty's  1,'real  eond"seent.i<iri  and  Cl.-mency  in  relievin.? 
us  from  the  distresses  we  were  under  while  that  Act  had  a  beiuf^. 

G3n;;ral  Conway's  letter  so  clearly  points  out  the  Expectations  of  King, 
Lords  and  Commons  fn.m  us,  that  it  would  be  vain  in  me  to  attempt  any 
addition  of  mv  own  to  explain  it.  I  shall  therefore  only  add,  tliiit  in  return 
to  our  i,'reat  benefactors  fur  their  conipissionatii  re,Mrd  tu  our  ilistresses.  I 
Bhall  always  hope  to  see  in  this  I'rovinee  ;i  spirit  of  universal  izratitude  pre- 
vailing, t2mpen!  I  with  the  purest  zt-al  tor  his  Majesiys  serviee,  and  the  pros- 
peritv  of  our  mother  Country,  whi.h  will  essentially  promote  our  own. 
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It  Is  liy  his  Majesty's  express  ConiTPands  that  I  lay  before  you  the  resolves 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  AiUlress  resolved  on, 
to  be  presented  to  liis  Majesty,  tti.it  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions  tliat  the  said  resoliitiotis  sliould  be  transmitted  to  his  Majesty's 
Governors,  to  be  by  ihem  comnuinicated  to  their  respective  Assemblys. 

The  resolves  of  the  Brittish  Parliament  I  esteem  ray  duty  to  recommend  to 
your  striott'St  attention,  as  th>'  sa'est  path  to  tread  in  to  obtain  favors  on 
future  emerijencys.  A  compassionate  regard  lor  the  suHerers  in  the  iate  lu- 
surrections,  and  the  universal  opiuiuu  o!  the  Conuuons,  tliat  tiiose  wlio  had 
been  deprived  of  their  prop.-rty  should  liave  ample  satisfaction  made  by  the 
respective  Assemblys  of  the  Colouys  where  the  Injurys  were  dune,  1  am  ap- 
prehensive was  one  motive  for  the  Ad.dress  resolved  to  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty;  but  I  have  tlie  pleasure  &  satisfaction  to  acquaint  ynu  that  1  have 
no  re(iuisition  to  lay  before  you,  and  happy  would  it  have  f-een  tor  the  other 
Colonys  had  they  been  in  our  situation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

My  confmem(>nt  with  a  lonu;  !it  of  the  gout  disabled  me  from  trr.Tisaeting 
any  public  business,  and  was  tlie  occasion  of  ;ny  not  meeting  you  at  the  time 
I  intended. 

The  Treasurer  shall  have  my  directions  to  be  in  readiness  with  his 
accounts,  and  when  the  State  of  the  Treasury  is  known  I  hope  you  will 
proceed  to  niaUe  such  grants  as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  defray  the 
expence  and  continu'encies  of  the  current  yi'ar,  &  transact  such  otiier 
matters  as  you  may  judge  needfuil  to  support  the  Lionor  A  dignity  of  tlie 
Government.  In  which  I  sh.ill  contribute  every  thing  that  lies  in  tlie  com- 
pass of  my  power. 

B.    WtCNTWORTH, 

Council  Chamber  in 
Portsmouth,  25"'  June,  1760. 


Secretary   Comrdir)*   Letter. 

[It  appf'ars  that  Sec>'  Conway's  letti-r  wis  in  tlie  form  of  a  Circular, 
addressed  to  the  Governors  of  the  sever.\i  Colonies.  That,  received  by  Gov. 
Wentworth,  is  not  founii  on  tile:  but  t!u»  lollowing  addressed  to  the  (iov"  of 
Rhode  Island,  is  copied  from  R.  [.  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  4nG,  4s7.| — Ei). 

St.  .Tames  [London]  31'  March,  1700. 
Sir  — 

Herewith.  I  bnve  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  to  you,  copies  of  two  acts  of 
Parliament  just  passed.  The  first,  tor  securing  the  just  d.-pendeucy  of  the 
Colonies  on  the  mother  Country;  tlie  second,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  tho 
last  Session,  granting  certain  Stamp  duties  in  America;  and  I  expect  shortly 
to  send  you  a  third,  for  the  indemnity  ul  such  persons  as  have  inJiwred  the 
penalties  imposc'l  by  the  Act  just  repealed,  jis  such  a  bill  is  now  depending, 
and  has  made  a  considerable  progress  in  tlie  House  of  Commons. 

The  moderation,  the  forbearance,  the  unexampled  lenity  and  tenderness  of 
Parliament  towards  the  Colonies,  which  are  so  signally  displayed  in  those 
Acts,  cannot  hut  dispose  the  province  ommitted  to  your  care,  to  that  return 
of  cheerlul  obedivnce  to  the  laws  and  leiiislative  aulliority  of  Great  Biitain, 
and  to  those  s  'utiments  oi'respi;(;tful  4ratitud(^  lo  ihe  motiier  Country,  wliirli 
are  the  natural,  and,  I  trust,  will  i)e  the  certain  eiii'cts  of  so  much  ciace  e.nd 
comU'Scension,  so  remarkably  nianit.'sted  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  and  of 
the  Parliament;  ami  the  future  happiness  and  i)rosperity  ot'  the  colonies  will 
very  much  depend  on  the  testimonies  they  shall  now  give  of  these  disposi- 
tions. 

For,  as  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  return  to  such  peculiar  prools  of  indul- 
gence ami  affection,  may  now.  at  tliis  -reat  crisis,  be  a  means  of  fixing  the 
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mutual  interests  and  inclinations  of  Great  Britain  and  lier  colonies  on  tke 
most  tinn  ami  solid  roun(l:itions;  so  it  cannot  but  appear  visible  tliat  the 
least  coldness  or  unthanktulness,  the  least  munnurin'^  or  dissatisfaction  on 
any  £;round  wiiatever,  of  former  heat,  or  too  mucli  prevailing  prejudice,  may 
fatally  eudan^^or  that  union,  and  yive  the  most  severe  aud  aOecting  blow  to 
the  future  interests  of  both  countries. 

You  will  think  it  scarce  possible,  1  imagine,  that  the  paternal  care  of  liis 
Majesty  for  his  colonies  or  the  lenity  or  indnli^ence  of  tiie  Parliament,  should 
go  further  than  I  have  already  mentioned;  yet,  so  full  of  true  niaiiuanimity 
are  llie  sentiments  of  both,  aiuf  so  I'roe  from  the  smallest  color  ol  passion  or 
prejudice,  that  tlic-y  seem  dispensed  nut  only  tu  tori^ive,  but  to  forget  those 
must  uuiustiri able  marks  of  an  uiulutiful  disposition  too  freijuent  in  tlu^  late 
transaeti'ins  of  the  Colonies;  and  which,  for  the  honor  of  those  (.'olonies,  it 
were  to  be  wished  had  been  more  discountenanced  and  discouraged  by  those 
wlio  had  knowledge  to  conduct  themselves  otherwise. 

A  revision  of  the  late  American  trade  laws,  is  going  to  be  the  immediate 
object  of  Parliament;  nor  will  the  late  transactions  there  however  provoking, 
prevent,  I  dar>-  say,  the  lull  operation  of  that  kind  and  indulgent  disposition 
prevailing  both  in  his  Majesty  and  his  Parliament,  to  give  to  the  trade  and 
interests  of  America  every  relief  which  the  true  state  of  their  circumstances 
demands  or  admits. 

Nothing  will  tend  more  etfectually  to  every  conciliatory  purpose;  and  there 
is  nothing  therefore,  I  have  it  in  command  more  earnestly  to  require  of  you, 
than  tiiat  you  should  exert  yourself  in  recommending  it  strongly  to  the 
Assembly  that  full  and  ample  compensation  be  made  to  those,  who,  from  the 
madness  of  the  people,  have  sutiered  for  their  deference  to  acts  of  the 
British  Legislature;  and  you  will  be  particularly  attentive,  that  such  persons 
be  ell'x'iually  secured  from  any  further  insults;  and  that,  as  far  as  in  you 
lies,  you  will  lake  care,  by  your  example  and  influence,  that  they  may  be 
treated  with  that  respect  to  their  persons,  and  that  justice  in  regard  to  all 
their  pretensions,  which  their  merit  and  their  sufferings  undoubtedly  claim. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  by  his  Majestys  com- 
mauds,  1  transmit  to  you  to  be  laid  before  the  Assembly,  will  show  you  the 
8en.se  of  that  House  on  those  points;  and  I  am  persuaded  it  will,  as  it  most 
certahdy  ought,  be  the  glory  of  that  Assembly  to  adopt  an<l  imitate  those 
sentiments  ol'  the  British  Parliament,  founded  on  the  dearest  principles  of 
hum.anity  and  justice. 

I  must  mention  one  circumstance,  in  particular,  which  ought  to  recom- 
mend tiiose  uuli.appy  people,  whom  the  outrage  of  the  populace  has  driven 
from  Aiutrica,  to  the  .affection  of  all  that  country;  which  is,  that  unpro- 
Yoked  by  the  injuries  lu^jy  had  sullered,  to  a  forgetfidness  of  wiiat  they 
owed  to  truth  aud  tiieir  ■•nintry,  th<'y  gave  their  testimonies  with  knowledge, 
and  without  passion  or  i>r:'judice:  and  tho^e  testimonies  had,  I  believe,  gieat 
weigiit  in  persuading  tu-   repeal  of  the  btamp  Act 

Your  situation,  whicti  has  made  you  a  witness  of  the  distraction  of  that 
cou:itry,  will  enable  you  to  form  the  best  judgment  of  the  behaviour  which 
your  jxovince  ou^'iit  tf  u^e  upon  this  occasion,  and  of  the  arguments  which 
you  ought  to  employ  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  such  a  behaviour  as  ia 
suitable  to  their  present  circumstances. 

T  am.  etc.  H.  S.  Conway. 

To  the  Goveruor,  &c. 


(The  following  are  the  Acts  above  referred  to  copied  from  English  Statutes, 
Rex.  O.  IIL  ITGU,  Vol.  VllL  Chap.  XI  and  XU,  p.  1«3,  Loudon,  1171  (ia 
State  Library).— Ed.) 
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CHAPTEK    XI. 


An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  intituled,  An  Acl 

for  granting  ami  applying  certain  Stamp  Duties,  &c. 

Wliereas  an  Act  was  pnssetl  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  intituled, 
An  Act  for  granting  an<l  applying  certain  Stamp  Duties  and  other  Dutiea  m 
the  British  Colonies  an.l  PlanUtioiis  in  America,  towards  further  defraying 
the  Expences  of  defentiins,  protecting,  and  securing  the  same;  and  tor 
amending  such  parts  of  tUe^several  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Trade 
and  Revenues  of  the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations,  as  direct  the  manner  of 
determiiiin'T  and  reooverin'i  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  tlierein  mentioned: 
And  Wliereas  the  continuance  of  the  said  Act  would  i)e  attended  with  many 
Inconveniences  and  may  be  productive  of  consequences  greatly  dttnmental 
to  the  Commercial  Interests  of  these  kingdoms;  May  it  therefore  please  your 
most  Excellent  Majesty,  that  it  may  he  enacted;  and  be  it  Enacted  by  the 
Kino-9  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  ot  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  Autliority  of  llie  same,  Tliat  fiom  and  alter  the  first 
day  of  May,  one  thousaiul  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six,  the  above  mentioned 
Act,  and  the  several  matters  and  thing's  therein  contained,  shall  be,  and  is 
and' are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes  what- 


soever. 


(HAPTER    XII. 


An  Act  for  the  better  securing  the  Dependency  of  his  Maiestys  Dominions 
in  America  upon  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Whereas  several  of  the  Houses  of  Pvcpresentativcs  in  his  Majfsty's  Colonies 
and  PlanUtions  in  Am<^rica,  have  of  late,  against  Law,  dainiod  to  them.selves 
or  to  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  same,  the  sole  and  exclusive  Right  of 
imposing  Duties  and  Taxes  upon  bis  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  said  Colonies 
and  Plantations;  and  had,  in  pursuau.;e of  such  riaims,  passed  certain  Votea, 
Resolutions,  and  (3rder3,  derogatory  to  the  Legislative  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  inconsistent  with  the  Depend'^ncy  of  the  said  Colonies  and  Plan- 
tations upon  the  Crown  of  Greit  Britain:  May  it  therefore  please  your  most 
Excellent  Majesty,  that  it  may  be  derlareil;  and  be  it  declared  l)y  the  King's 
most  Excellent  Majest-y,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords' 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  Assembled, 
and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America,  have  been,  are,  and  of  Right  ouuht  to  be,  subordinate  unto,  and 
dependent  upon  the  Imperial  Crown  ami  Parliament  of  Great  Britain;  and 
that  the  King's  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  ami  consent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  <'ominons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  had,  hath,  and  of  Right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority 
to  make  Laws  and  Statutes  of  sufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind  the 
Colonies  and  people  of  America,  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in 
all  cases  whatsoever. 

II.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  Resolutions.  Votes,  Orders  and  Proceedings,  in  any  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies or  Plantations,  whereby  the  Power  and  Autliority  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  to  make  Laws  and  Statutes  ;is  aforesaid,  is  denied,  or  drawn  in 
Question,  are,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  utterly  null  and  void  to  all 
Intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 


[p.  73.]  The  iSheriff  iua<le  lieturn  of  the  Procesis  Issued  by  th« 
Speaker  in  January  la.st  for  edioosing  a  Representative  for  Dur- 
ham, by  which  it  appears  that  Doc*^  Ebenezer  Thompson  w»» 
chosen  to  represent  saiil  Town.     Adjourned. 
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Thursday  June  26"^  1766,  a.  m. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon''"'  Henry  Sherburne  Esq^  Speaker,  Col* 
Peter  Gihnan,  William  Parker,  Clement  March  and  Mesheck 
Weare  Esqr'  be  a  Com'"^''  of  this  House  to  Joyn  with  such  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''^"  Council  to  Prepare  a  Humble  &  Duti- 
full  Address  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Parliament  Expressing  the 
grateful  sense  we  have  of  his  Majesty's  abundant  grace  and  favour 
and  of  the  Parliament  i:i  granting  us  Relief  under  our  Distresses 
by  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  and  other  marks  of  their  favour, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Gen'  Ass™  as  soon  as  may  be  for  their  appro- 
bation.    Sent  u{)  by  Maj"  Downing  &  Doc""  Bartlett. 

[Read  and  concurred,  ;'nd  Hon''"'  Theodore  Atkinson  Peter 
Livius  &  George  Jaflrey  Esqr"  added  on  the  part  of  the  Board.] 

[p.  74.]  A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Tappan  & 
Doc'  Giddings  to  Desire  that  all  the  Bills,  VoLes  and  Resolves 
past  last  Session  and  not  concurred  by  all  the  Brandies  might  be 
Bent  down  to  the  House. 


Fryday,  June  27"^  1766. 

The  Treasurer  bro't  his  Acnompts  into  the  House  and  delivered 
them  to  the  Speaker. 

Voted  allowances,  (a)  &C. 

{a)  Jour.  ('.  i&  Assem.  For  his  Excellency's  more  ample  support,  £250. 
From  June  12,  17tiG  to  June  12,  1767,  Proclamation  mouty. 

For  Governors  house  rent,  one  year,  £50,  Proc.  nion. 

For  Theodore  Atkin.sou  jun.  Esq.  as  Secretary,  one  year,  £60  Proc.  mon. 

For  Wiseman  CU!4L,v.tt,  Esq.  Attorney  General  irom  lu"'  May  1765,  to  lO*" 
May,  176(5,  £10.  Proc.  mon. 

For  Thomas  Packer,  Esq.  Sherid',  from  2b'^  March  1765  to  25"^  March  1766, 
£4  Proc  mon. 

For  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Lai. -Won,  as  Chaplain  from  29"^  May  1765  to  29"»  May 
1766,  fifty  shillings,  Proc.  mon. 

For  Kev.  Mr.  Samuel  Haven,  for  same  time,  SOs  Proc.  mon. 

For  Muster  Roll  of  C.apt.  Thomas  Bell,  at  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary  £232:9:2, 
I^awful  monev. 


Monday,  June  30"^  1766. 

[p.  80.]  Mr.  Secretary  came  into  the  House  tfc  Informed  that 
he  had  his  Excellency's  order  for  administering  the  oaths  to  the 
member  returned  for  Dmham.  [Accordingly  Doc'  Ebenezer 
Thompson  was  qualilied  by  taking  the  oaths.] 
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[p.  81.]  Tuesday,  July  P'  1766. 

Mr.  Livius  (1)  bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Gaorge  Me- 
serve  Esq'  Praying  for  an  allowance  for  the  abuses,  loss  of  time 
&c.  he  has  sustained  by  his  being  appointed  Distributor  of 
Stamps,  &c.  and  said  the  Council  Recommended  an  Inquiry  that 
it  miszht  not  be  i^epresented  at  home  that  R;ud  petition  was 
slighted  or  takeJi  no  ni»tice  of  («). 

{a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assra.  July  1.  17t3C.  Tln^  petition  of  Georgr-  Mesorve  Esq. 
settin'-'  forth  tliat  ho  havini:  been  appointed  Distributor  of  the  .Stamp  Papers, 
&c.  tor  this  Prov-',  tliat  by  reason  of  his  appointment  lie  had  been  most 
shamoiuliy  »t  scandalously  insulted  and  abiisM  &  Irom  repeated  threats 
against  him,  h.as  licen  keptin  oonstint  fear  of  his  life  &  Property,  &  pray'd 
tiie  advism't  of  tlie  General  Assembly.  (2)  Kea<l  and  sent  down. 

Mr.  Sec^'  Bro't  from  the  Board  a  Petitioti  of  sundry  persons 
of  Gosp'Ut  and  otlier  Places  pra\ing  Leave  fi.r  a  Lottery  to 
buiM  a  Pier  ur  Bason  at  Gosporl. 

Mr.  Speaker  'aid  before  tiie  House  an  answer  to  his  Excel- 
lency's Speech  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows: 

[p.  82.]     May  it  please  you7-  Excellency  — 

With  hearts  full  of  gratitudi!  to  the  best  of  Kin^s.  the  PnrHam^^nt  of  Great 
Brittain,  and  all  our  other  Xoble  and  Honorable  Friends,  we  hep  leave  to 
make  answer  to  your  Excellency's  speech  from  the  chair  the  2.5"'  of  June 
last. 

We  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  conunuuications  therein  contained. 
The  Repeal  of  tlie  Stamp  Act  :^ives  us  the  most  sensible  Joy  and  Pleasure. 
The  condescending;  cioodn^^ss  and  Paternal  atti-cticn  of  Royalty  and  Power 
expressed  with  so  much  tenderness  and  humanity  in  Mr.  Secretary  Conway's 
letter  cannot  fail  of  stnnuthenim:  our  (iratefu!  Souls  to  proceed  in  that 
cheerfull  obedience  to  our  Sovereicn  and  the  Legislative  Authority  of  Great 
Brittain.  which  has  ever  been  our  deiicht  as  well  as  Priviletze. 

We  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  wise  and  compassionate  conduct  in  the 
limes  of  our  Greatest  Distress  by  which  the  Honor  of  the  Crown  and  safety 
of  the  subject,  wore  promoted  and  Peace  and  good  order  Preserved.     And  aa 

(1)  Peter  Levius,  a  member  <>f  liis  Mnjesty's  Council,  bofore  the  Revolution,  was  a 
loyalir't  or  torv.  He  was-  t"irn  in  Be<If  iid.  Englrind,  IT'JT.  Ho  was  married  in  England 
1o  Anna  Eli/.Hbeth.  socon-l  daiigliter  of  John  Tufioii  Muson.  a  <?on>iu  i  f  tlie  Earl  of 
Thanet.  Miss  Masun  was  nf  Portsmimtii.  a  resident  at  thi-  ^las m  house  on  VaugLau 
■street,  and  had  Siiue  to  England  t>i  compltto  her  edueati  m.  Mr.  Livins  possessed  a  hand- 
Wiiiie  fMi-tnne.  and  wlic-n  he  funie  ^o  Portsni'imli.  ahi)ut  the  \*t;iT  I'tii',  he  n.it  onis'  brought 
his  caeli,  !)ut  also  a  duuble  st-r  ..f  wheol.s,  suppisiug  tuar  the  new  world  hjid  rmt  art 
enough  til  make  :i  set  when  tho  lirst  gave  out.  He  was  e  iuiMio  1  alir.iad,  but  receiveil  an 
bi)ni>rary  ilo;^ri-e  from  Harvard  Univer'-ity.— ^Vi>  /Jnicstcr's  iut-nO.   I'oi.  Jf.,j>.  78.— Ed. 

Note. — .VIr.  Brewsr-_-r  .•■tates  in  this  e.innexim  th.'it  '•  of  tije  roem  hers  of  the  Council  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  17T'_'.  .sev.-n  wer'^  relatives  of  the  Governor."  —.S'/i:  Farm.  B:lk-.  p.  3.06. 
Ed. 

(2)  OerrsiH  ^i'-.-crve,  Esij.,  .i  native  <:f  Porr^monlh.  was  ibe  ajieiii  lor  'listribiiting  the 
stamps  in  New  Hainiwhire.  He  was  in  En^;  liiil  at  the  lime  he'u as  appointed,  but  soon 
after  returned  to  this  ennitry.  He  anivu'l  af  Boston  the  Uth  of  September.  When  tho 
news  of  his  arrival  reaehel  Purt.smouth.  the  indiirnat;  on  of  the  populace  wa.s  manifested 
not  only  in  w  irds.  but  on  th-.-  morian;^  of  tin!  12l!)  of  Sejjtember.  his  elhgy  was  exhibited 
at  the  Hay-ni;irl-;et.  Ir  was  acc')mpanie'l  by  that  of  Lor.'.  Bure.  Ihe  (■Viginat.or  of  the 
Stamp  .Vet,  and  fhf  I);vil.  Tho  e;;i£:ie-.  liuni:;  there  I'ir.  ii;:::  tUv  'lay.  and  in  tho  evetdng 
were  earri"d  throuirh  the  t'>wn  in  .a  tumultno'i-.  maiuitr  ;:ti(;  jMibliely  burnt.  Mr.  Meserve, 
reaching  Piiri.>mo;irh  on  the  ISth  of  Sepiionber.  was  immtiiately  surrounded  by  a  large 
concourse  of  jucple.  To  pacifv  them,  he  made  a  public  resisnalion  if  his  otiice  on  the 
parade.  The  Stamped  papjr,  intcndeil  f <r  this  Province,  ar-ive'.  ar  Boston  the  30th  of 
September,  and  there  being  no  persons  authorized  to  take  charge  of  it,  Gov.  Bernard  of 
Matid.  directeil  it  to  be  loilgeii  in  the  CaHtle.— .Sck  Ai'nms,  Ann.  Portsmouth  (1765.)— Ed. 
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your  ExcsUency's  Assurances  of  coiitributiu'^  .ill  in  your  power  to  support 
the  Honor  ami  Dignity  of  the  GovcrnnHMit,  call  (or  our  most  ^rateluU  Re- 
turns, we  shall  with  pleasure  ami  Dis[)ateh  proceed  to  make  the  necessary 
Provisions  for  the  service  of  the  currant  year,  ami  liuish  the  business  of  thij 
Sessions. 

Voted,  Th;it  the  foret^oing  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governs-  in  answei'  to  his  speech  of  the  -5"'*  of  Jnue  In.st,  Sent  up 
by  Capt.  Bell  ct  Mr.  Burley. 

[p.  83.]  Whereas  John  Thoinliuson  Jun.  of  London,  Esq.  by 
vote  ot"  y"  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  of  the  28"^  of 
January  and  2''  of  February  1763,  vas  (at  the  request  of  our 
faitht'ull  and  vigilant  agent  John  Thoudinson  of  East  Barnet, 
Esq',  wliose  age  and  bodily  Infirmities  otlen  Prevented  his  neces- 
sary attendance  at  Court  *fec.)  appointed  joynt  agent  with  the 
said  John  Thomlinson  of  East  Barnet,  Esq,  in  case  of  Death  or 
Inability  (that  the  Interest  of  this  Province  might  not  sutler) 
The  said  John  Thomlinson  jun""  Esq.  was  by  the  said  vote 
Impowered  in  Quality  of  Agent  to  appear  &c.  Seperately :  Whose 
health  having  been  since  greatly  Impaired  olten  occasions  hia 
being  in  the  Country  at  too  great  a  Distance  from  Court  to 
attend  at  the  several  Boards  at  such  times  when  the  affairs  of  the 
Province  most  Require  an  appearance,  and  it  being  necessary  for 
many  Reasons  that  the  Province  agent  should  generally  Reside 
near  the  Court  and  the  several  Boards  and  officers  that  an 
appearance  when  necessary  may  not  be  wanting : 

Therefore  Resolved  and  voted, 

That  Barlow  Trecothick  of  London  and  John  Wentworth  (1) 
now  residing  in  London,  Esqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  Nominated  and 
ayipointed  Joynt  Agents  in  this  Province  with  tlie  said  John 
Thomlinson  an«l  John  Thomlinson  jun.  Esq^  and  that  they  have 
full  power  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Province  Before  his  Majesty, 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Brittain  or  any  other  Court,  Board  or 
office,  to  appear  ibr  and  in  behalf  ot  this  Province  to  do  and 
[p.  84.]  transact  any  and  every  atfair  Proper  for  an  agent  or 
agents  to  transact  agreeable  to  such   Instruction  and  advice  as 

0)  .John  Wentworth  was  afterwanls  appointeil  by  his  Miyesty  Govenmr  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. It  sei;ma  l\e  w«nt  to  Kiijlanil  some  two  years  previous  t"  this  time,  ami  v/na 
iutroiuceil  co  .loliii  Thoraliiii^fin,  ICscj.,  by  a  letter  from  'i'lieodore  Aikiiiaon.  ben.  <iatcJ 
Octol)er  21,  ITii;;,  in  languiKe  a.s  l.illows: 

"Now  D'r  Sir,  f.f^  nie  becj  the  tavour  of  vour  wonted  free  and  cnn'lid  ailvic-o  to  the 
B3:in;r.  Mr.  -T  .liu  Weiitw  ir.'li,  my  lir.nii.n-  M.ak's  (.0  eUk-st  Son.  He  wil!  want  nothing 
more  than  your  e  i.'uincjn  civility  '&  I  am  b^ure  you'l  liave  Pleasure  in  every  favour  of  that 
kinde  you  iiestow  upon  him.  as  you  will  I  jm  persuaiieil  tinii  him  a  w.uthy  ;igreeable 
young  "Follow.  I  know  your  directions  will  have  a  iirojier  inrtuence  ,i  in  it,  youl  greatly 
obleiiljje  not  only  me,  but  all  your  tViemls  here.  I  propose  if  I  have  time  before  lie  leaves  oa 
to  furiiish  him  witli  some  memo,  relative  to  tlie  S(;ttlement  of  all  my  small  acc'ts  in  London, 
in  which  he  will  also  iieetl  your  assistance,  which  leaves  me  mi  more  to  ailu  but  uia:  I  wish 
you  every  Bles.sing,"'  Jtc. 

In  an  .tlicr  leMcr  Mr.  A.  nays,  "  My  kinsman,  .Jolm  Wentwortli,  by  whom  you  will 
re<;eive  tliis,  ii  tikin^a  trip  ti  Knjlajul.  I  kn 'W  I  need  not  recommend  him  to  your 
House.  Vou'I  tind  him  deserving  every  Favour  sranted."  —  .1/6'.  Jlelk.  Pap.  jip.  179, 
18a.— Kd. 

(1)  Mr.  Atkinson's  wife,  Hann.ih,  waa  a  d.aughtor  of  Lt.  Gov.  John  Wentworth,  and 
brother  of  .Marie  H.inkin?  W. — Eo. 
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they  shall  or  may  from  time  to  time  Receive  from  the  Province, 
and  that  no  tail'ure  of  appearance  may  happen  by  the  Death, 
absence  or  Inability  of  Either  of  said  Agents. 

It  is  further  Voted, 

That  the  survivor  or  him  whose  health,  ability  or  Presence  in 
London  will  permit  his  attendance  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and 
and  hereby  is  authorized  and  Impowered  to  appear  and  transact 
as  aforesaid  as  fully  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes  as  tho'  all  acted 
jointly  therein. 

Sent  to  the  Councill  July  3^  1766  by  Mr.  Sheaf  Mr.  Merrill  and 
Mr  Knowles.     [Read  and  concurred.] 


Letter  from  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinson  to  John  Wentworth  and 
Barlow  Trecothick,  JSsqrs. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Belk.  Papoi-s,  p.  184.  J 

Portsmo,  July  12, 1766. 

We  have  now  the  Pleasure  to  inclose  you  copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  Legisla- 
ture here  appointing  you  joynt  tfe  separate  agents  for  'his  Province,  at  the 
Court  ot  Great  Britain  with  or  without  Messrs.  Thoinlinson;  hope  no  refusal 
will  prevent  us  the  Favor  of  your  Interest  in  that  capacity.  Wo  also  endorse 
three  separate  addresses  to  his  Majesty,  the  Lords  Spiritual  &  Temporal  & 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  which  you'll  see  how  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- 
Act  was  resented  in  this  Prov:  as  the  votes  are  unanimous  we  hope  if  we 
may  h?.ve  err'd  in  any  matter  of  Direction  or  Form  will  be  overlooked  and 
imputed  to  our  not  being  acquainted  with  the  method  of  such  addresses;  we 
assure  you  they  speak  the  minde  of  the  Province,  you']  therefore  make  the 
proper  use  of  them.  (1) 

Some  acts  were  tho't  of  &  all  the  Branches  of  the  Legislature  here 
appeared  desirous  of  Passing  such  acts  for  Preventing  illicit  f  Trade  as  Rec- 
ommended, but  the  multiplicity  of  Business  that  lay  before  the  Coiut  &  the 
Bhorlness  of  the  session  occasioned  by  the  early  Harvest  it  was  deferred  for 
the  Present. 

Accept  our  gratefuU  Thanks  for  your  spirited  &  kind  assistance  in  the 
affair  of  the  repeal  till  you  have  it  in  a  more  Gen'  Address  which  wa» 
designed  you. 

We  must  beg  your  Endeavours  relative  to  the  obtaining  our  Quota  of  the 
money  granted  lor  our  expenses  in  1756,  and  Pray  let  us  know  what  our 
money  in  the  Funds  sell  for  thai  we  keep  within  Bounds  in  our  Drafts  & 
what  may  be  in  the  agents  hands  from  time  to  time. 

When   the  former  agents  sent   a  standard  of  weights  &,  measures  they 

(1;  The  Joy  whi<-h  t]ie  rer>eal  »f  the  Siamp.\rt  "coasloned  In  this  Province  may  be  judged 
of  by  the  ac-cmnt  ot  it  given  l)y  Adams  in  Aniiath  of  Portsmouth.  He  says:  "  Thursday, 
the  22d  of  May,  was  api)«lnte<l  for  celebrating  this  important  event.  At  early  dawn  all 
the  bells  began  to  ring;  a  "liitcharge  of  cannon  saluted  the  rising  sun.  A  battery  of  twenty- 
one  guns  was  erected  near  Liberty  Bridge,  and  .ledicatjd  to  his  Majestv.  Another  of  thir- 
teen guns  was  erected  on  Church-hil!  in  honour  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  a  third'  of  dve  guns  on  the 
town-wharf.  The  ships  in  the  harbor  were  decorate<l  with  their  colors;  drams  and  military 
music  cntributed  xo  the  iiilarity  of  the  .lay.  At  12  o'clock  a  roval  salute  was  tired  at 
Castle  WillL-im  and  Mary,  by  order  of  the  Governor,  which  was  answered  bv  batteries  in 
town.  In  the  afternoon  a  grand  procession  was  made  throiii^h  the  principal  streets,  and  % 
Balat«  was  tired  iit  each  of  the  batteries  as  they  passed.  Bells  continued  ringing  through 
the  day.    In  tJie  evening  a  bon-flr«  was  kindled  on  Wind-mill  bill,"  ,!tc.  —  Ed. 


17(56.1 


JOURNAL   OF  THE   HOUSE. 


10( 


omitted  some  particulars  which  the  Treasurer  often  wants  &  arc  as  the  Mem* 
below  which  you'l  please  to  order  the  shiping  of,  as  also  the  last  Vol"  of  the 
Statutes,  one  being  printed  since  we  had  tlie  ibrmer. 

We  are,  &c., 

pr  order,  A . 

1  Gail.  Port,  Winchester  measure 
one  2  quart        Do  Do 

1  sett  of  money  scales  &  weights. 
The  last  vol'"  of  Statutes  of  Engl*! 

copy 


Voted,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  send  out  his  Warrants  for  collecting 
the  Province  Tax  for  the  currant  year  which  may  be  paid  ia 
species  agreeable  to  the  prices  fixed  and  set  to  the  following  mer- 
chantable articles  of  the  Produce  of  this  Province,  viz. : 

prs  llund*!  Wt 
pr  lb. 
pr  Bush' 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  lb 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Do 
pr  Quint' 
pr  Barr' 
[p.  86.1   Tar  at  2:    0:  0    pr  Do 

pr  Do 
pr  Thou9"> 
pr  Do 
pr  Do. 

Sent  to  the  Councill  with  the  Bills  for  supply  of  Treasury,  &c^ 
July  3<». 
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Beef 
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Flax 
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Beeswax 
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5: 
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Bay  berry  wax 
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0: 

3: 

0 

Well  tanned  sole  leather 

at 

0: 

4: 

0 
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0: 

2: 
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Winter  &  Spring  Cod-fish 

at 

4: 

0: 

0 

Pitch 

at 

3: 

10: 

0 

Tar 

at 

2: 

0: 

0 

Turpentine 

at 

4: 

0: 

0 

White  pine  Joyst 

at 

4: 

0: 

0 

White  pine  Boards 

•at 

5: 

0: 

0 

White  Oak  2  Inch  Plank 

at 

25: 

0: 

0 

Wednesday  July  2<»,  1766. 

The  house  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of  ;v  number 
of  Persons  belonging  to  Hampton  Falls,  Praying  to  be  freed  from 
paying  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Wingate  &c.,  (1)  and  having  heard 
the  Parties  thereon. 


(1)  Rey.  Paine  Wingate  was  ordained  pastor  of  tlie  second  church  in  Hampton  —'Hamp- 
ton falls)  Dec.  14,  1763.  In  January,  1765,  a  portion  of  the  church  professing  dissatisfac- 
tion witti  Mr.  Wingate  on  account  of  doc'rine,  asked  to  be  dismissud,  that  tliey  might  b« 
formed  into  a  Presbyterian  church.  This  led  to  a  division.  He  resigned  Ids  charge 
March  12,  1776;  afterward  became  distinguished  in  civil  life,  a  member  <■{  the  Old  L'oh- 
jfress,  a  Representative  and  Senator  in  Congress  and  a  judge  of  the  Sur>erior  Court  of  th6 
State.  Mr.  Wingate  wa«  bom  May  14,  1739,  graduated  at  Harvard  Ci'llege  IT.'H.  married 
Eunice,  daughter  of  I)ea.  Timothy  Pickering,  and  sister  of  Hon.  'timothy  Pickering;  died 
at  Stratham  March  7,  1838,  in  the  t)9tli  year  of  Ids  age.  His  wife  Kur\  ived  him,  and  died  \o 
1S43,  in  the  lOlit  year  of  her  age.  —  iHee  N.  H.  Chs.  Uamptcn  Falls,  pp.  78,  79.]  —  Ed. 
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Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
them  and  their  Estates  to  be  set  ofi  trom  the  Parish  of  Hampton 
falls,  to  act  in  all  respects  as  a  distinct  Society  or  Parish  by  them- 
selves, excepting  paying  their  proportion  of  the  Province  tax 
untill  a  new  proportion  thereof.  The  line  of  said  new  Parish  to 
be  tixed  by  a  Coin"^''  ot  the  General  Court  with  liberty  for  such 
of  the  Petitioners  as  shall  not  fall  within  said  new  Parish  to  Poll 
off  with  their  estates  and  belong  thereto  :  And  for  any  who  shall 
fall  within  said  new  Parish  who  are  not  of  the  Presbyterian  Per- 
suasion to  Poll  off  with  their  Estates  and  belong  to  the  old 
Parish ;  and  for  any  who  are  not  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Persuasion 
who  have  or  shall  have  lands  within  said  new  Parish  to  Poll  off 
tiaid  lauds  to  belong  to  the  old  Parish,  agreesble  to  the  purport  of 
a  vote  of  the  Parish  of  Hampton  Falls  the  second  day  of  Sept' 
1765.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Jenness. 


[p.  87.]  Thursday,  July  B'^  1766,  a.  m. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  petition  of  George 
Meserve,  Esq.,  and 

Voted,  That  Col°  Peter  Gilman,  Col°  Clement  March,  Col" 
John  Wentworth,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Gidding  and  Meshech  Weare 
be  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Hon'''"'  Conncill  as  soon  as  may  be  to  hear  the 
Petitioner  &  make  strict  Inquiiy  into  the  matter  alledged  by  the 
Petitioner  and  to  make  Report  to  the  General  Assembly.  Sent 
up  by  Coll"  Gt)fie  and  Mr.  Thompson,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass™  July  3,  1766.  Coll.  Goffo  from  the  House  bro't  up  the 
Petition  of  George  Meserve  as  EuterM  the  1''  July  last,  Complaining  of  some 
shamei'ul  «fe  scanilalous  insults  &  Abuse#&c.  and  vote  ot'  the  House  of  this 
day  thereon  appointing  a  Cora-'^''  of  the  Same  to  join  a  Coiu"=e  of  Councill  to 
hear  as  soon  as  m  ly  be  the  petitioner's  re^iui^st  &  to  make  strict  inquiry  into 
the  matters  alledg'd  &  make  report,  which  vote  was  read  at  tlie  Board  tfe  con- 
curr'd  &  a  Committee  ot  the  Board  appointed  to  Join  in  y"^  alfiir. 

P.  M. 

[f.  S9.]  Whereas  there  are  but  small  sums  of  Paper  Bills  of 
Credit  now  eirculaiing  in  the  Prtn'ince  in  Proportion  to  the 
L;\rgeness  of  the  Taxes,  by  reason  of  which  his  Mnjesty's  good 
subjects  may  be  put  to  great  Difficulty  to  Procure  any  Particular 
sort  of  money  to  pay  tiieir  taxes, —  For  Prevention  whereofi 

Hesolved  and  voted.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  may 
have  liberty  to  ))ay  their  Taxes  for  the  present  year  in  silver  or 
gold  or  in  any  Bills  of  Credit  now  Extant  at  their  present  value, 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  linpower'd  and  Required  to  receive 
the  Same  Accordingly.     Sent  up  bv  Col  Goffe.     [Concurred.] 

Voted,  that  Cul""  Gilman,  Col°  March,  Col"  Wentworth,  Col* 
Goffe,  Capt.  Chamberlin  and  Messhech  VVeare,  be  u  Com'**"  of  this 
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House  to  mnkc  the  Best  inquiry  they  can  rcspectini!i  the  number 
of  Inhabitants,  situation,  and  in  what  manner  the  Province  may 
be  best  Divided  into  Counties  and  make  lie[)ort  to  the  House  at 
the  next  Sessions  ot  their  opinion  thureon. 


[p.  90.]  Fryday,  July  4'^  1766,  a.  m. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  tlie  Recommendation  of 
James  Otis,  Esq.  for  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  Mr.  John  Cotton 
who  was  Secretary  to  the  Consj^ress  at  New  York. 

Voted,  That  there  be  allowed  and  Paid  to  the  said  Mr.  John 
Cotton  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds  Lawfull  money  out  of  the 
money  that  is  or  shall  be  in  the  Treasury,  as  a  llev/ard  for  his  ser- 
vice in  that  affair  so  rar  as  they  relate  to  this  Province. 

Mr.  Sec^  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Daniel  .fones  on 
behalf  of  the  Town  of  Hinsdale  to  be  eas'd  of  Part  of  the 
Province  tax  as  part  of  the  Town  is  taken  into  New  Y^ork  Gov- 
ernment. (1) 


Saturday  .July  5"*  1766.  (a) 

{a)  Jour.  C.  >fe  A..SS™.  Upon  a  motion  mxle.  by  some  of  his  Majestys 
Council  that  they  tho't  it  Proper  while  the  Council  were  sitting  in  Gen'?ral 
Assembly  to  have  Prayers  in  the  Council  Chamber  every  morning,  which 
motion  being  approv'd  of,  resolv'd  that  the  Rev^  Arthur  Brown  be  apply'd  to, 
to  officiate  Accordingly  &  that  Mr.  Warner  jii""  and  Mr.  Jatfrey  are  desired  to 
wait  upon  Mr.  Brown  &  acquaint  him  of  this  resolve  and  know  his  Determi- 
nation &  report  thereon. 


[p.  92.J  Monday  July  7'"  1766. 

Mr.  Livius  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  a  number  of 
Persons  from  Durham  and  otlier  places  a^j^aiiist  Mr.  John  Sullivan 
for  Evil  Practices  in  him  as  an  Attorney  at  Law. 


Wednesday  July  9"^  1766,  a.  m. 

[p.  04.J  The  petition  of  the  Inhibitants  of  Durham  Ac.  against 
Mr.  Sullivan  being  considered 

Voted,  Tliac  the  Petition  be  remitted  to  the  Hon"'*'  the  Justices 
of  the  Sup'  Court  for  their  Examination  into  the  matters  tlierein 
charged,  and  to  make  such  order  thereon  as  they  shall  judge 
Proper.     Sent  up  by  the  Clerk. 

(1)  The  town  of  Hins  lalo  wa.s  laid  off  on  bull  »i  lesi  of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  New 
York  claimed  the  p^rt  that  lay  on  the  west  side. — Kd. 
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Mr.  Livius  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Report  of  the  Com'"  on 
Mr.  Meserve's  Petition,  with  the  vote  of  Council  thereon,  That 
said  Petition  be  dismiss'd  —  which  vote  of  Council  was  concurred 
by  the  House,  (a) 

(a)  .Jour.  C.  &  Ass™  Juk  9.  Tiie  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  the 
3"!  Instant  to  make  inquiry  into  the  matters  alledg'd  in  the  Petition  of  (ieorge 
Meserve,  as  enterd  the  l^-  of  July  latt,  this  day  made  Iheir  unanimoua 
Report  tiiat  they  find  no  Damages  done  his  Body  or  Estate,  &c.  Thereibre 
recommended  a  Dismission  of  the  Petition  which  was  read  and  accepted  & 
order'd  that  s^  Petition  be  dismiss'd  and  sent  down  to  the  Assembly  lor  con- 
currence. 

[p.  95.]  Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  William  Parker,  Esq.  and 
Meshech  Weare  be  a  Com''*  to  Examine  and  Prepare  a  Table  of 
Fees  to  be  laid  before  the  Gen''  Ass""  at  the  first  part  of  their  next 
fitting. 

P.M. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  the  Petitioners  from  Hampton  P"'all8 
for  some  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  vote  of  the  House  on  their 
Petition. 

Voted,  That  it  be  understood  that  any  non  Residents  that  have 
or  shall  have  Lands  in  either  Parish  shall  have  liberty  to  Poll  off 
their  sai<l  Lands  to  that  Parish  which  they  shall  choose  (1). 

The  Petition  was  sent  lor  from  the  Board  and  the  above  altera- 
tion Entered  thereon  and  again  sent  to  the  Board  by  y*  Clerk. 


[p.  96.]  Thursday  July  lO""  1766,  a.  m. 

Mr.  Warner  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  vote  of  this  House  of 
the  4"'  July  1766,  for  allowance  of  £20  to  Mr.  Cotton  and  said 
That  the  Council  tho't  ten  Pounds  would  be  a  sufiicient  allow- 
ance. 

Said  vote  was  accordingly  altered  to  fifteen  pounds  and  again 
sent  to  the  Board. 

P.  M 

The  Com'*'"  nppointed  to  Prepare  Humble  and  DutifiiU  Ad- 
dresses to  his  if;ijesty  and  the  Parliament  Reported  That  they 
had  prepared  said  addresses  which  being  read  and  approved  by 
the  House, 

[p.  97.]  Voted  Unanimously,  That  they  be  fairly  Engi-ossed 
and  Signed  by  Henry  Sherburne  P^sq'  Speaker  of  this  House,  and 
when  Passed  by  the  other  Branches  that  they  be  forwarded  to 
the  Agents  for  this  Province  at  the  Court  of  Great  Brittaiu  to  be 
Presented  as  directed.  And  that  Duplicates  be  in  like  manner 
Prepared,  Signed  and  Ibrwarded. 

(I)  Se«  ^nte-marg.  p.  86.— £d. 
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Which  vote  with  the  Addresses  Prepared  and  Siiijned  were 
sent  to  the  Board,  by  Col°  Oilman,  Col"  Barr,  Mr.  VV^iggin  &  y* 
Clerk  (a.) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass"'  July  lO^'^.  Mr.  VVeure  I'roni  the  House  hro't  up  tlie 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  hoth  Houses  nppohiltMl  on  the  •2(j">  June  last  tor 
preparing  humhle  and  dutiful!  addresses  to  his  Majesty,  to  tlie  House  of 
Lords  ifc  Couiiuons  with  a  vote  of  the  House  approving  tlic  same  &  ordering 
them  to  be  engross'd  &  signM  by  the  Speaker  &,  forwarded  to  the  Agents  to 
be  presented  &c.  which  vote  was  read  at  the  Board  »fc  Concurred  (1). 

Mr.  Jaffrey  came  into  the  House  and  mov'd  to  the  House  that 
there  was  not  money  in  the  Treasury  to  answer  the  Demands  that 
Probably  wouUl  soon  be  made,  unless  he  used  money  pd  for  Ster- 
ling Bills,  which  he  apprehended  he  could  not  do  without  some 
Vote  to  authorize  him. 

Which  motion  being  considered  the  House  came  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolve. 

AVhereas  the  taxes  for  paying  the  contingent  charges  of  the 
Government  are  not  wholly  paid  into  the  Treasury,  by  means 
whereof  there  may  not  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  present 
Demands,  Theref(>re 

Resolved  and  Voteil,  That  the  Treasurer  !)e  and  hereby  is 
authorized  in  such  case  to  pay  off  the  allowances  and  Demands 
Due  by  Grant  of  the  Governor  Councill  &  Assembly  out  of  any 
Mlver  and  gold  that  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  Replaced  by 
the  money  Raised  by  tax  when  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury.     Sent  up  by  the  Clerk. 


[p.  98.]  Fryday  July  ll'*^  1766,  a.  m. 

Mr.  Secretary,  Mr.  Barrel  I,  Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Ringe  came 
from  the  Board  and  Delivered  a  written  message  from  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

His  Majesty  by  his  Royal  Mandates  having  appointed  the  Hon''''  Henry 
Sherburn  Esq.  your  present  Speaker  to  a  seat  in  the  Council,  In  consequence 
whereof  the  Speaker's  Chair  becomes  vacant,  you  are  therefore  hereby 
Directed  to  Proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  fit  person  tor  Speaker  in  liis  Room  ai 
80on  as  he  has  taken  his  seat  at  the  Board  and  make  Returns  of  your  Doingi 
therein  to  me  for  my  approbation. 

B.  Wentwobth. 
Given  at  Portsmouth,  in  Council 
the  8">  day  of  July,  1766. 

Which  message  being  read. 

The  Speaker  in  a  Polite  manner  Returning  his  thanks  to  the 
House  for  all  the  Honors  and  favors  shown  him  by  the  House, 
took  took  leave  of  the  House  and  took  his  seat  at   the  Council 

(1)  Tlio  editnr  tiaa  ncarched  In  rain  for  a  copy  of  the  abovcs  ild  Addrcaees.— Er. 
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Board,  And  tlicn  .the  House  proceeded  to  make  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  and  the  Hon""  Peter  Gilman  Esq.  was  cliosen  Speaker. 

When  a  message  was  sent  by  the  Clerk,  William  Parker,  Esq. 
[f.  99.]  Col-^  Gotie,  Capt.  Carlton,  Mr.  Toppan,  and  Capt.  Hen- 
derson to  inform  his  Excellency  that  the  House  had  ma<!e  choice 
of  the  Hon'''''  Peter  Giinian,  Esq.  for  their  Speaker,  ami  to  Pie- 
sent  him  for  !iis  approbation. 

Mr.  Sec',  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr.  JatiVey  &  Mr.  Warner  came  into  the 
House  and  informed  the  House  that  his  Excellency  approved  of 
their  choice  of  the  Hon'''''  Peter  Gilman  Esq.  for  their  Speaker. 

The  speaker  was  then  conducted  to  the  Chair. 

Mr  Sec^'  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Mr.  Barrel  and 
others  for  an  allowance  for  Damages  done  by  Mobbs  &c.  which  is 
ordered  to  lay  tor  consideration,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass'".  July  ll'\  The  petition  of  Nathan'  Barrell,  Bcnj° 
Hart,  and  four  more  setting  tortli  that  on  the  P'  of  November  last  a  number 
of  People  were  assembled  together  in  a  Riotous  manner  in  the  Town  of 
Portsmouth  in  profess'd  design  to  oppose  the  bUmp  Act  taking  place,  &  in 
a  riotous  manner  did  damage,  break  tfc  spoil  a  house  built  at  our  <jxpense  for 
the  purpose  of  Worshipping  (iod  &c.  &  Praying  redress. 

Read  and  sent  down  to  the  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  William  Parker,  Esq.  and  Meshecb 
Weare  be  a  Com'*''  to  Return  the  thanks  of  this  House  to  the 
Hon'''*  Henry  Slierburne  Esq.  their  late  Speaker  tor  his  affec- 
tionate Addre>s  at  leaving  the  House  and  for  his  great  Services 
to  the  House  while  he  was  speaker. 

Voted.  That  a  Precept  Issue  to  the  Shevitf  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  to  choose  a  member  to  represent  the  Town 
of  Portsnnnitli  in  the  Room  of  the  Hon'''"  Henry  Sherburne  Esq. 
advanced  to  the  Board. 

Whei-eas,  Sundry  Escapes  from  Pi-ison  have  lately  been  made 
by  PrisDoers  for  i>ebt,  and  actions  thereupon  have  been  com- 
menced [p.  100]  against  the  Sheritf  which  are  now  pending,  and 
the  IndeinniHcatiun  of  the  Sheritf  by  the  Province  Depends  upon 
the  Evidence  ot"  the  Insuthciencv  ot  the  Prison,  therefore 

Voted,  That  Mr.  .Jacob  Sheaf  &  Richard  Jenness  3'^  Esq^  be  a 
C(jn\'''*  to  attend  any  such  Tryal,  to  employ  Connciii  at  their  Dis- 
cretion and  use  all  means  they  shall  judge  ]  roper  in  order  to  a 
fair  tryal  whether  tlu^  Escape  was  thro'  the  .Delect  of  the  Prison 
and  to  appeal  and  cause  any  such  actions  to  be  tryed  at  the  Sup'' 
Court  it  thcv  think  it  neccssarv  to  the  End  afoiesaid.  The 
charge  said  Committee  siiail  be  at  to  bu  paid  by  (he  Piuvince.  (a) 
Sent  up  by  the  Clerk.     [Concurred.] 

(rt)  Notes,  bills,  ncc.'^  (tc.  pii.ssed  Ly  the  House  ami  concurred  by  the 
Council,  iiom  .July  2',  to  July  li'"  1166. 

Act  to  authorize  division  of  Moses  Davis  estate,  of  Durham,  dec'^. 

Petition  of  TI;cnins  Prowse  raid  wife  lor  land  bLlouging  to  estate  of  Dan' 
Pickering,  dec''. — a  hearing  granted. 

Act  directing  tlie  admission  ot  Town  inhabltanffi. 
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Act  for  a  Lottery  to  make  a  highway  in  Rye. 

Act  for  making  a  partition  of  land  more  easy  and  expeditious. 

Allowance  to  Thos.  Packer  for  service  as  Sheritf,  £4. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Marden  et  alii,  of  Portsmouth,  to  be  set  off  to  Rye, — 
hearing  granted. 

Allowance  to  Samuel  Hobart  for  expenses,  £8 :  15 :  6,  lawful  money. 

(rosport  and  Portsmouth  petition  for  Lottery  to  build  a  Pier,  «&c.,  hearing 
granted. 

Allowance  to  Stephen  Burton  &  Stephen  Batson,  ship  inspectors,  £14, 
lawlul  money. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Derry-tield  —  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  Sam'  Kimball,  guardian  of  children  of  Jona.  Dow,  of  Plaistow; 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Act  to  estabUsh  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  five  acres  of  land  in  Durham. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Newmarket  for  highway  —  report  on. 

Allowance  to  Rich.  Jenness  3*^,  for  wood  to  Gen'  Assem.  £7 :  6,  law.  mon. 

Allowance  to  Thomas  Packer  and  Jacob  Sheaf  for  repairing  the  Goal, 
£119,  lawful  money. 

Annis  Campbell,  petition  against  John  Coiiran;  a  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Jno.  Tibbets,  in  prison,  praying  advice  &c. 

An  act  impowering  Judge  of  Probate  to  make  division  of  the  estate  of 
Joseph  Smith,  of  Durham,  dec'd.     • 

Bill  for  division  of  land  of  Jonathan  Dow,  dec'',  of  Plaistow. 

Bill  for  vacating  a  town  meeting  in  Derry-field,  and  choosing  new  officers. 

Act  to  establish  the  annual  town  meetings  in  East  Parish  of  Kingston. 

Ace'  of  Theo.  Atkinson,  Secy  allowed,  £7:  3  Lawful  mon. 

Allowance  to  John  Cotton,  for  clerk  service  at  New  York,  £15. 

Mr.  Sees'  came  into  the  House  and  by  his  Excellency's  Direc- 
tion Prorogued  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Seventh  Day  of 
October  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Attest  M.  Weare,  Cl^ 

His  Excellency  by  Proclamation  further  Prorogued  the  Gen' 
Ass™  to  Tuesday  the  V^  of  Nov""  next. 


[p.  101.]  Tuesday,  Nov^  4'"  1766. 

Met  according  to  Prorogation.  A  number  of  y'  members  But 
not  sufficient  to  make  a  House. 

[Adjourned  from  time  to  time,  till] 
Thursday,  Nov'  6"^  1766,  a.  m. 

A  message  was  sent  by  the  Clerk  to  Inform  the  Board  that 
there  was  a  House  ready  to  Proceed  on  Business. 

Mr.  Secretary  came  into  the  House  and  said  he  was  Directed- 
by  his  Exc^  to  Require  the  Attendance  of  the  Speaker  and  the 
House  in  the  Councill  Chamber. 

The  Speaker  and  the  House  Immediately  attended  in  the- 
Councill  Chamber,  and  the  President  of  Councill  by  his  Exc^' 
8 
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Direction  Read  his  Exc^'  Speech,  to  the  Councill  and  Assembly 
and  then  the  House  Return'd  to  their  Chamber. 

Mr.  JatFrey  Bro't  from  the  Board  a  copy  of  his  Exc^'  speech,  as 
on  tile. 

His  Excellency's  Speech  being  read  the  House  took  the  same 
Immediately  under  consideration. 

Governor's  Speech. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov"  Messages,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  301.] 

Gentleynen  of  the  Council  <t-  of  the  Assernbly  — 

It  havrng  been  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  appoint  John  Wentworth,  Esq. 
to  succeed  me  in  the  Government,  who,  I  presume  may  be  expected  some 
time  in  this  month,  for  this  reason  I  thought  it  necessary  to  meet  you  in 
General  Assembly  at  this  Juncture,  that  you  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
provide  for  his  reception,  which  I  flatter  myself  you  will  chearfully  engage"  in. 

I  propose  to  adjourn  you  at  the  close  of  this  weelc,  unless  you  have  any- 
thing essential  to  transact  for  the  welfare  of  the  Province. 

B.  Wentwokth. 
Council  Chamber  in 
Portsmouth,  November  6'*>,  1766. 

[The  members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  present  at  this  time,  were] 

His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Theodore  Atkinson  ]  Jonathan  Warner 

Daniel  Warner  Daniel  Rindge 

James  XevLn  [  Esqrs.         Daniel  Pierce  -  Esqrs. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  jun.  Henry  Sherburne 

Nathaniel  Barrell  j  George  Jaffrey 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  CoP  March,  William  Parker,  Esq^ 
Col°  Wentworth  and  Meshech  Weare  be  a  Com''^  to  joyn  such  as 
<hall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon''^''  Boai'd  to  consider  the  subject 
matter  of  his  Excellency's  speech,  and  make  Report  what  may 
be  Proper  to  be  done.  Sent  up  by  Esq""  Jenness.  [Concurred 
and  Committee  added.] 

[p.  102.]  The  High  Sheritf  made  return  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Precept  for  choosing  a  Representative  for  the  Town  of  Ports- 
mouth, by  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  John  Sherburne  was 
chosen. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  William  Parker,  Esq.  and  Meshech 
Weare  be  a  Com'"  to  Prepare  an  Answer  to  his  Exc^*  speech. 

Mr.  Jatfrey  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Robert  Trail 
Esq.  Praying  for  a  Patent  for  Sale  Brewing  and  vending  Strong 
Beer  {a). 

Also  the  petition  of  Isaac  White  for  a  Com"-'*  to  be  appointed 
to  make  an  assessment  in  Pembrook  for  a  sum  of  money  Recov- 
ered by  Rev.  Mr.  Whittimore  (b). 

{a)  Jour.  C.  &  As8'»  Nov'  .5*.  The  Petition  of  Robert  TraiU  of  Ports- 
mouth m  this  Province  desiring  he  may  have  a  Patent  established  by  an  act 
of  Parliament  to  brew  Strong  Beer  in  the  Province  &c. ;  read  and  sent  down. 
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(6)  Jour.  C.  &  A3S'"  Ncv.  6'^  The  pelitiou  of  Isaac  White  of  Pembrook 
in  this  Province  representing  that  the  Kev^  Mr.  Aaron  Whitimore  recover'd 
Judgment  against  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Pembrooke.  and  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  Inhabitants  are  Presbyterians,  &  Mr.  Whitimore  was  of  the  Con- 
^egational  order,  that  the  Presbyterians  were  by  act  of  Governm'  exempted 
Irom  paying  any  Taxes  to  Mr.  Whitimore  after  they  had  settled  a  Minister, 
that  the  Taxes  can't  at  present  be  etjually  Levied',  therefore  Prays  some 
suitable  persons  may  be  chosen  from  some  other  Town  to  Levy  the  said 
Taxes  &c.    Read  &  sent  down. 


[p.  103.]  Fryday,  Nov^  J"^  1766. 

Voted,  That  the  ace'  of  John  Marsh  for  copying  two  setts  of 
Addresses  to  the  King  &  Parliament  amounting  to  one  pound  six- 
teen shillings  Lawful  money  be  allow'd  «&  paid  out  of  the  money 
in  the  Treasury.     Sent  up  by  the  Clerk.     [Concurred.] 

Mr.  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  inform'd  that  Mr.  John 
Sherburne  the  member  Returned  for  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  was 
qualified  by  taking  the  usual  oaths. 

[p.  104.]  The  Com''*=  chosen  to  consider  the  subject  matter  of 
his  Excellencys  speech  made  their  Report  as  follows : 

The  Com'ee  having  met  and  considered  the  matter  Recommended  to  them 
as  above  agree  to  Report,  That  they  Judge  it  proper  a  vote  be  passed  by  the 
Assembly  that  Provision  be  made  for  an  Hon'''«  Reception  of  his  Excellency 
John  Wentworth,  Esq.  who  as  appeals  by  his  Excellencys  speech  above  men- 
tioned may  be  daily  expected  in  the  character  of  our  Governor.  But  as  it  is 
at  present  uncertain  whether  he  will  come  hither  by  Land  or  Water,  no  par- 
ticular Direction  can  be  given.  It  is  therefore  in  General  Recommended  that 
a  Com^'^s  be  chosen  and  Invested  with  Discretionary  Power  to  make  such 
Provision  as  the  Circumstances  of  the  case  may  Require,  and  which  will  best 
comport  with  the  above  Direction  at  the  cost  of  the  Province. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered 

Voted,  That  the  above  Report  of  the  Com'*^  be  accepted. 
That  Mr.  Speaker,  Col"  March,  Wm.  Parker,  Esq.  Mr.  John  Sher- 
burne and  Meshech  Weare  be  a  Com"''  of  this  House  to  joyn  such 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hou'''^  Council  to  make  Provision  as 
above  mentioned,  who  are  impower'd  to  Draw  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  as  shall  be  necessary.  Rendering  ace'  to  the  Gen'  Ass*", 
and  that  they  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  pay  y"  proper  com- 
plimeots  to  his  Excellency  ou  his  appointment,  &  to  congratulate 
him  on  his  safe  arrival. 


Saturday  NoV  8"^  1766. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  petition  of  Robert 
Trail  Esq^ 

Voted,  That  the  prayer  of  this  Petition  be  granted.  That  the 
Petitioner  have  the  sole  &  Exclusive  Riirht  of  Brewing  and 
Vending  Strong  Beer  in  a  larger  Quantity  than  Twenty-five  Gal- 
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Ions  at  one  time  within  this  Province,  under  a  Penalty  of  forfeit- 
ing the  value  of  the  Beer  so  sold,  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
Provided  he  shall  carry  on  the  Business  with  Effect  so  as  to  sup- 
ply y*  Demand  for  it  here  both  with  a  sufficient  quantity  and  of  a 
[p.  105.]  good  Quality ;  But  in  case  of  his  Default  in  either  of 
these  respects  made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House,  to  be 
heard  and  determined  by  them,  upon  their  vote  and  Declaration 
thereof,  [the]  Act  to  be  pass'd  for  this  purpose  to  be  void,  and 
that  the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 
Sent  up  by  Mr.  Parker.     [Concurred  with  an  amendment.] 

The  Com***  to  Prepare  an  Answer  to  his  Exc^  Speech  of  the 
Sixth  Instant,  laid  the  following  before  the  House,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Exc^— 

The  House  have  considered  your  Excy^  speech  of  the  6*  Instant  and  Re- 
turn you  their  thanks  for  the  Information  it  contains  and  the  opportunity 
given  to  make  the  Provision  Recommended.  They  agree  in  sentiment  with 
your  Exc^  in  the  Propriety  of  Demonstrating  their  Dutifull  Regards  to  their 
new  Governor  by  giving  him  an  Honorable  Reception.  They  have  accord- 
ingly made  the  best  Provision  they  could  Devise  considering  the  uncertainty 
of  the  time  and  way  of  his  Entrance  into  the  Province,  by  appointing  a 
Com"«^  of  this  House  with  such  as  his  Majesty's  Councill  may  jojm  Invested 
with  full  Power  to  accommodate  matters  to  the  Exigency  of  the  case  at  the 
charge  of  the  Province. 

Upon  this  information  the  House  in  the  Xame  &  Behalf  of  their  constitu- 
ents would  take  the  occasion  to  express  their  gratitude  and  give  you  their 
hearty  thanks  for  all  the  signal  services  you  have  done  this  Province  in  the 
course  of  your  administration  and  during  the  long  time  you  have  with  such 
Reputation  &  Honor  till'd  the  Chair ;  for  the  steady  Administration  of  Justice, 
the  quiet  enjoyment  of  lYoperty,  the  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties  and  Privi- 
ledges  his  Majesty's  good  subjects  of  this  Province  have  experienced  and 
Possess'd  during  this  Period. 

That  mildness  and  moderation  with  which  you  have  conducted  the  Publick 
affairs  justly  Demand  our  acknowledgements ;  and  we  esteem  it  a  Peculiar 
felicity  that  by  this  means  under  the  Divine  Providence  the  Government  has 
long  been  in  a  Peaceable  state,  and  a  good  harmony  subsisted  among  the 
several  Branches;  and  it  will  doubtless  furnish  your  Excellency  with  very 
pleasing  Rellections  that  you  quit  the  care  &  Burdens  of  Government  and 
Resign  the  Direction  of  the  Publick  Affairs  of  the  Province  over  which  you 
have  so  long  Presided  under  such  an  agreeable  situation. 

[p.  106.)  We  have  only  to  add,  That  we  sincerely  wish  your  Excellency  all 
the  Ease  arising  from  Retirement  from  Business  and  the  Pleasure  Resulting 
from  a  Virtuous,  Quiet  Life.  (1) 

Voted,  That  the  foregoing  Answer  and  Addresses  be  presented 
to  his  Excellency.  Sent  to  his  Exc^  by  Esq.  Wiggin,  Doc'  Bart- 
lett  and  Capt.  Merrill. 

(1)  See  the  character  of  Gov.  Benning  Wentworth  sketcheil  with  much  accuracy  in 
Farm.  Belk.  pp.  336,  337.    He  dieil  October  14, 1770,  age<i  74.— Ed. 
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Tuesday,  Nov'  11"^  1766. 

[p.  107.]  The  Com'"  for  telling  Money  in  the  Treasury  made 
Report  &c.  (a) 

(a)  Journ.  C.  &  Asseiu.  Nov.  12"'.  Mr.  Carlton  from  tlie  House  bro't  up 
the  Report  of  the  Com'*'*'  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  tell  over  & 
receive  from  the  Treasurer  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  in  the  Treiisury  to 
be  burnt  amounting  to  £6824:  10  ster<  &,  £11920:  12:  2  N.  Tenor  with  a  vote 
of  the  House  thereon,  for  receiving  the  same,  &  that  the  money  be  immedi- 
ately burnt  to  iishes  in  the  face  of  the  General  Assembly,  [concuired  and 
the  money  burnt  agreeable  to  the  acts  in  the  Assembly  Chamber.] 


[p.  108.]  Wednesday,  Nov.  12'S  1766. 

An  act  to  secure  to  Robert  Trail,  Esq.,  the  sole  profit  and 
advantage  of  Brewing  and  Vending  strong  Beer  in  that  part  o  f 
this  Province  lying  on  the  Northerly  and  Easterly  part  of  Merri- 
mack River  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  having  been  three  times 
Read. 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted. 


Thursday,  Nov'  13"^  1766. 

The  Treasurer's  ace"  with  the  Report  of  the  Com'"  for  exam- 
ining s''  ace"  Bro't  in  and  Delivered  to  the  Speaker  — 

[p.  109.]     Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted  and  allowed  (a). 

(a)  Votes,  bills,  Petitions,  acc'^  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by 
the  Council  from  XoV  4"'  to  Nov'  14^^"  1766. 

Petition  of  Stephen  Tiling  of  Exeter,  to  make  division  of  certain  lands  &c. 
hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Wyseraau  Claggett  in  behalf  of  James  Berry,  for  a  new  trial 
upon  an  action  bro't  by  Joseph  Berry,  hearing  granted. 

James  Stoodley  Esq.  allowed  £5:0  for  expenses  supply'd  at  the  Rejoicing 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

{b)  Jour.  C.  i&  Assem.  Nov^  14.  The  Committee  of  Council  appointed  to 
Dratl  an  Address  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  exhibited  their  Draft  which 
being  Read  &  ordered  to  be  Engross"  d  &  sign"d  by  the  Secretary,  &  Order'd 
that  "the  Hon'^'«  Mr.  Nevin  &  Livius  be  appointed  &  Desirid  to  wait  upon  hi» 
Excellency  with  the  said  Address.  (1) 

The  Sec^  came  into  the  Plouse  and  said  he  was  directed  by  his 
Excellency  to  Prorogue  the  General  Assembly  to  Tuesday  the 
sixth  day  of  January  next  at  ten  of  tlie  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
Declar'd  the  Assembly  Prorogued  accordingly. 

Attest.  M.  Weare,  Clr. 

U)  The  iiddies^s  of  the  Council  to  tiis  Excelleiwiy  cannot  b«  found.— Ed. 
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The  Gen'  Ass'"  was  further  Prorogued  by  Proclamation  from 
his  Exc^  the  Governor  to  Tuesday  the  14:""  day  of  April,  1767. 

Att.  M.  Weare,  Clr. 


[p.  111.]  Tuesday  Ap-"  14'''  1767. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  Gen'  Ass""  met  according  to  Proro- 
sation.  The  Sec''  by  his  Exc^*  Direction  adjourned  the  Gen'  Ass"* 
till  to-morrow  4  o'clock  p.  ji. 

[Met  —  and  adjourned  from  time  to  time  till] 

Wednesday,  May  6"*  1767,  p.  m. 

Mr.  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  by  his  Exc-'  Direction  Re- 
quired the  attendance  of  the  Speaker  and  the  House  in  the  Coiin- 
cill  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Hoi:sc  immediately  attended  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber. 

[The  members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  present,  were] 
The  Excellency  the  Governor 


Tlieotlore  Atkinson 
Daniel  Warner 


Peter  Livius 
Jonathan  Warner 


.James  Xevin  }■  Esqs.  Daniel  Kindge  y  Esqs. 

Theod«  Atkinson,  Jan.      t  Daniel  Pierce  | 

Xath'  Barren  J  George  Jatfrey  J 

[p.  112.]  The  President  of  the  Council  by  his  Exc^'  Direction 
Read  the  following  speech,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly 

Being  r  prehensive  that  it  woukl  be  agreeable  before  your  New  Governor 
arrived  to  bettle  &  adjust  all  your  past  concerns  so  far  as  shall  be  in  your 
power,  the  consideration  of  those  things  determined  me  to  meet  you  on" this 
Prorogation  —  Therefore  I  am  hoping  to  be  excused  from  Entring  upon  any 
other  Business. 

B.  Wentworth, 

Council  Chamber  in  Portsm"  May  6"'  1767. 

[p.  118.]  Ordered  That  the  hearing  of  the  sundry  petition>» 
appointed  to  be  heard  the  present  session  of  the  Gen'  Asse'"  be 
put  otf  to  the  tenth  day  of  the  next  Siting  of  the  Gen'  Ass™ 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  as  his  Exc'  proposes  only  to 
settle  affairs  which  more  Immediately  concern  the  government. 
Adjourned. 
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Thursday  May  7'"  1767,  a.  m. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Treasurers  acconij)t:s  Uemlered  at 
the  last  Settlement  that  there  is  an  arrearage  of  the  sum  of 
£24 :  5  :4  1-2  Xew  Tenor  due  from  the  Town  of  CTOsport,  and  it 
being  made  appear  that  said  sum  was  Intended  to  have  been  Re- 
mitted on  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Gosport  in  the 
month  of  June  17(31,  Therefore 

Voted  That  said  Town  of  Gosport  be  discharged  from  said 
arrearage,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  Impowered  to 
charge  said  sum  to  the  Province  in  his  next  accony)t. 

Sent  up  by  Capt.  Worthen.     [Concurred,] 

Voted  That  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Toppan  and  Doc"'  Giddings  be 
a  Com'^"  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  Hon'"''"  Councill  to  examine  the  accompts  of  the  Com'"  for 
Drawing  bills  on  the  Agent  for  this  Province  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  and  make  Report  to  the  Gen'  Ass"'  as  soon  as  may 
be.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Worthen.  [Concurred  and  Hon*''"  Peter 
Livius,  .Jona.  Warner  &  Dani-jl  Rindge,  Added.] 

Whereas  two  of  the  Coni'^'^  tor  Corresponding  with  y*  Agent 
and  signing  Bills  of  Exchange  are  Removed  by  Death. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  .John  Sherburne  with  one  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Hon'''-  Council  be  added  to  the  survivors  of  the  Conr''*  for 
Corresponding  with  the  Agent  for  this  Province  at  the  Court  ol 
"Great  Britain,  and  for  signing  of  Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  on 
said  agent.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Worthen.  [CoucuiTed  tfc  Hon*"'= 
Daniel  Warner  [added.] 

P.  M. 

Upon  a  motion  to  Determine  whether  a  Supply  Bill  should 
now  be  Passed,  the  motion  was  considered  and  unanimously 
determined  in  the  Negative,  (a) 

(a)  Allowances  &c.  Passed  bv  the  House  and  concurred  by  the  Council 

May  8'b. 

For  Governor's  house  Rent  one  year  £.50  lawful  money. 

For  Sec>'  Atkinson,  one  year.  £60  Do. 

For  Wyseman  Claggett,  Alt.  Gen',  £10,  Do. 

For  Thomas  Packer,  high  Sheriff,  £4,  Do. 

For  Dr.  Langdon.  as  chaplain  £2:  10,  Do. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Haven,  as  chaplain  £2:  10.  Do. 

For  Capt.  BelFs  muster  Roll,  at  Fort  Wm.  it  Mary  £217:  7:  -i,  and  supplies 
at  said  Fort  £6:  0:  0,  lawful  money. 

For  Henry  Trefethen,  for  repairing  the  Gov"  barge,  £1:10:3,  lawful 
money. 

For  Wm.  Appleton's  acct.  for  book  of  Records  of  Sup''  Court  £2:  lis,  law. 
mon. 

For  Daniel  Fowle,  for  printing  advertisements,  &c.,  £15:  17:  0. 

For  Eleazer  Russell,  for  postage  of  Gov'^  letters  £2:  1:4  o-4. 
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[p.  116.]  Friday,  May  8'S  p.  it. 

Whereas  the  time  of  the  last  appointment  of  the  Recorder  of 
Deeds  and  Conveyances  of  Real  Estates  within  this  Province 
expired  on  the  third  day  of  this  siting  of  the  General  Assembly, 
which  makes  it  necessary  there  should  be  a  new  appointment,  U> 
prevent  the  said  office  being  shut  up,  which  considering  the  near 
approach  of  the  siting  of  th^e  Inf^  and  Sup'  Courts  would  be  very 
Prejudicial  to  many  of  the  Sutors  there,  for  preventing  of  which, 

[p.  117.]  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Daniel  Pierce  Esq.  be  and 
hereby  is  chosen,  appointed  and  continued  in  said  office  tor  the 
term  of  two  months  from  the  third  Day  of  the  siting  of  the  Gen' 
Ass"'  aforesaid,  and  to  the  third  day  of  the  siting  of  the  Gen' 
Ass""  next  after  the  Expiration  of  said  two  months,  and  that  he 
take  an  oath  and  give  Bond  for  the  faithfuU  Discharge  of  that 
trust,  to  the  Speakers  of  the  House  as  usual.  Sent  up  by  Mr. 
Parker. 


Saturday,  Mav  9'",  1767. 

Voted  that  an  order  go  out  for  an  Inventory  to  be  taken  ia 
order  for  a  New  Proportion  of  the  Province  Tax. 

A  message  from  the  Board  by  Mr.  Pierce  &  Mr.  Jaffrey,  who 
bro't  Down  the  Act  for  reviving  the  Fish  Act,  and  the  votes  for 
the  Several  allowances,  to  the  Sec-",  Attorney  Gen',  Sheriff,  Doc' 
Langdon,  Mr.  Haven,  Capt.  Bell's  muster  Roll,  Mr.  Fowle's  acct, 
and  Mr.  Russell's  ace',  and  Mr.  Appletou's  Acct.  and  Informed  the 
H0U.S0,  Tluit  tlie  Councill  were  of  opinion  there  should  be  some 
alteration  made  in  the  Act ;  that  the  Penalty  was  too  low,  and 
the  time  allowed  for  removing  obstructions  too  long.  And 
respecting  the  votes  for  allowances  as  they  were  drawn  to  be  paid 
out  of  money  to  be  put  into  the  Treasury  by  the  next  supply  Bill, 
The  Council  tho't  it  reasonable  tliey  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
money  now  in  the  Treasury,  as  by  the  Treasurer's  information 
there  was  money  sufficient  in  the  Treasury :  And  the  Treasurer 
being  asked  Informed  the  H(Kise  that  he  tho't  there  was  money 
sufficient  to  Discharge  said  allowances  and  such  extra  Demands  as 
may  be  probably  wanted.     [Alterations  made  accordingly.] 


[p.  lis.]  Tuesday,  May  l'l'\  17157. 

Voted  That  there  be  allowed  for  officers  &  soldiers  wages  & 
Billeting  and  for  wood  &  Candles  for  his  Majesty's  Fort  William 
&  Mary""  from  the  "25"^  of  March  1767  to  the  2^'^  of  March  1768, 
the  sum  of  one  hun<lred  Pounds  LawfuU  money  to  be  [>aid  out  of 
the  money  by  the  next  supply. 
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P.   M. 

[r.  119.]  Voted  that  there  be  allow'd  and  paid  to  the  Uev^  Mr. 
Arthur  Brown  fifty  shillings  LawtiiU  money  for  his  attendance 
L()  Pray  with  his  Majestys  Councill  from  the  twenty-ninth  <lay  ot' 
May  1766  to  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  1707,  to  be  paiil  out  of 
money  that  is  or  may  be  in  the  Treasuvy.  Sent  up  on  the  l;i"'  l)y 
Messrs.  Sheafe,  GidiUngs  cfc  Merrill,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  vfe  Ass'"  May  l^'^.  The  Council  took  unJer  consideration  the 
vow  of  the  House  of  tlie  12"'  Instant  for  allowinc;  to  the  ReV'  Mr.  Artliur 
Browne  Fifty  shillings  for  Praying  at  this  Board  from  tlie  29"-  May  17G6  to 
tlie  2'.)"'  May  1707,  &  observing  that  tlie  two  votes  accompanying  said  vote  for 
;in  iUlowanoe  to  the  Rev'  Doc' Langdon  &  the  Rev'  Mr.  Haven,  eacli  the  said 
sum  of  i^O.s  for  the  s;ime  time  of  attendance;  and  for  as  mucli  as  Mr.  Brown 
lias  not  within  the  time  afores''  officiated  more  than  six  months,  and  that  the 
said  Gentlemen  might  be  enableil  to  receive  the  same  allowances  respectively, 
&  this  not  to  be  made  a  president  for  the  future  —  Concurred  tiie  three  afore- 
said Votes. 


Wednesday  May  13"',  1767,  p.  m. 

[i*.  I'JO.]  Whereas  by  an  Act  pass'd  in  the  year  1764  certain 
(Quakers  belonging  to  Brentwood  were  exemjfted  from  paying  a 
tax  laid  upon  them  towards  the  support  of  the  war,  in  considera- 
tion that  they  had  before  contributed  their  full  share  or  done  their 
pro[>ortion  of  service,  which  sum  amounted  in  the  whole  to  seven 
hundred  thirty-one  pounds  Eighteen  shillings  ifc  ten  pence  Old 
Ten""  as  appears  by  the  Constables  List  who  was  to  have  collected 
the  same,  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  rest  of  the  Parisli : 
But  as  the  Parish  made  it  appear  they  had  otherways  done  their 
full  share  &  Proportion  of  Duty  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
hardship  on  them  to  pay  it;  and  as  the  said  sum  was  assessed  by 
mistake  at  the  first  not  knowing  the  service  the  persons  so  ex- 
emptetl  had  done,  which  was  the  reason  of  the  exempti(m  — 

Wherefore  Voted  That  the  said  Parish  be  also  exonerated  and 
discharged  from  the  aforesaid  sum  and  the  Treasurer  be  Discharged 
from  tlie  same  &i  autliorized  to  charge  the  Province  with  the  said 
sum  in  his  Account.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Webster.     [Concurred.] 


[i-.  121.]  Thursday  May  14">  17()7.  .v.  m. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  and  Richard  Jenness  Ks([.  who 
are  appointed  to  take  proper  care  on  behalf  of  the  Province  where 
actions  are  bro't  for  escapes  out  of  Prison  to  Employ  Council  and 
conduct  said  atfairs  in  the  course  of  the  Law,  Be  and  hereby  are 
Irapowered  to  draw  out  of  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds 
LawfuU  money  for  tlie  Purpose  aforesaid  to  be  accountable  for  the 
.same  to  the  Gen'  Ass'".     Sent  up   by  the  Clerk.     [Concurred.] 
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P.  M. 

Whereas  this  House  is  Informed  that  John  Thomlinson  Esq.  the 
agent  of  this  Province  in  Great  Britain  is  lately  Deceased,  and  as 
the  Bills  which  the  Com'*''  for  that  pnipose  have  drawn  for  Sterling 
monev  payable  there  belonging  to  the  Province,  were  Directed  to 
hira,  but  cant  be  so  any  longer,  and  Barlow  Trecothick  Esq'' 
havino'  been  iovnM  in  the  asfencv  for  this  Province,  therefore 

Voted  That  the  sairl  Com-"  be  authorized  and  dve  hereby  Di- 
rected to  Draw  the  Bills  of  that  kind  which  shall  hereafter  be 
draAvn  by  them,  upon  &  direct  them  to  the  said  Barlow  Treco- 
thick Esq.  as  agent  for  said  Province.  Sent  up  by  Lt.  Bnrley. 
[Concurred.] 

[p.  122.]  Mr.  Livius  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  ace''  of  the 
Conmiittee  for  Drawing  Bills  oh  the  Agent  with  the  Report  of 
Com'"""  chosen  to  examine  the  same. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  is  as  follows. 

Province  of  Xeu"  Hamp^. 

Portsmouth  14'"  Day  of  May,  1767. 
We  heing  a  Committee  appointed  by  a  Vote  of  the  Councill  and  Assembly 
Dated  the  7"'  lust,  to  Examin  the  ace'*  and  vouchers  of  the  Com''''"  for 
Drawing  Sterling  Bills  on  the  Agent  of  th.-  Province,  have  carefully  Exam- 
ined the  vouchers  and  ace-"  of  the  Chairman  ot  said  Com^^'e  from  the  Ninth 
Day  (^f  July  1760  to  the  day  of  the  present  date  aud  find  the  same  well 
vouched  and  truly  cast:  that  they  are  equal  on  both  sides,  and  no  Ballance 
due  to  or  from  tlie  Committee,  and  beg  leave  so  to  Report  them. 

Peter  Livius. 
Jonathan  Warner, 
John  Sherburne. 
John  Giddings. 
Copy  of  the  ace*  current 
is  on  file. 


Fryday  May  15"\  1767,  a.  m. 

Voted,  That  the  Report  of  said  Committee  be  accepted,  and 
that  said  Committee  for  Drawing  Bills  be  and  hereby  are 
Discharged  agreeable  to  said  Report.  Sent  up  by  the  Clerk, 
[ConcuiTed.] 

The  Amount  of  Bills  drawn  within  the  time  above  mentioned 
is  £3815  :  5  :  4,  Ster'^. 

[p.  1"23.]  Where.as  it  is  supposed  there  will  be  an  overplus  of 
sterling  money  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  this  Province  after, 
the  jKiyinent  ot  the  bills  of  Exchange,  which  have  or  shall  be 
dr.awn  for  sinking  the  sterling  Bills  of  Credit,  by  the  Com"'  of 
tliis  Province  thereunto  appointed,  which  oveVpluss  may  be 
ser\ice.ible  to  be  <lrawn  out  &  put  in  the  Publick  Treasurv, 
Therefore  — Voted,  That  the  said  Committee  be  &  hereby  are 
authorised  to  draw  &  dispose  of  Bills  of  Exchange  for  the  said 
ttveqduss  sura  for  the  Use  of  the  Province  &  to 'put  the  money 
they  shall   thereby  receive  into  the  Treasury  to  be  applied   ,as 
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the  General  Assembly  shall   order.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Merrill. 
[Concurred.] 

P.  M. 

Upon  a  j)etition  of  Capt.  Samuel  Leavitt  of  Deertield  repre- 
senting his  Difficulties,  being  in  the  hand  of  the  sheriff  on  ace'  of 
a  Debt  due  to  the  Province, 

Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  Receive  the  sum  lie  is  now  able  to 
pay  and  take  security  with  surety  to  pay  the  Remainder  by  the 
first  of  August  next,  ITp^n  paying"  of  which  the  Interest  included 
in  the  Judg'  shall  be  remitted,  and  the  Treasurer  authorized  to 
proceed  accordingly.    Sent  up  by  Maj''  Wright.    [Concurred.]  (a) 

(a)  Votes,  bills,  allowances  &c.  passed  by  the  House  &  concurred  by  the 
Council,  from  May  9'-'  to  May  16^"  17G7. 

Petition  of  Mrs.  Ann  Pierce,  to  impower  the  Judge  of  Probate  to  correct  a 
mistake  in  settling  the  Estate  of  Xath'  Pierce,  doC^,^ leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Committee  to  tell  over  money,  in  the  recess,  John  Sherburne  &  Jacob 
fcjlieal'e. 

Treasurer's  ace'  audited  &  accepted. 

Ace'  of  Rich.  Jenness,  allowed  £6 :  12  Law  money. 

Bill  for  supply  of  the  Treasury. 

Ace'  of  Committee  for  Drawing  Bills,  Theo.  Atkinson,  chairman,  £169:  13 
lawful  money,  allowed. 

Ace'  of  Wm.  Parker  Esq.  for  drawing  Acts  &  £21:  16:  6,  allowed,  law' 
money. 

Jos.  Moulton's  ace'  for  going  Express,  allowed  £1:  16,  lawful  money. 


Saturday  May  16"'  17G7. 

Mr.  Sec-''  came  into  the  House  and  by  his  Excellency's  Direc- 
tion adjourned  the  General  Assembly  to'Wednesday  the  first  day 
of  July  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Attest  M.  Weare,  Clk. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOV.  JOHN  WENTWORTH.  (i) 


His  Majesty's  Commission  appointing  his  Excellency  John 
Wentworth,  Esq,  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  was  published  Saturday,  June, 
,  1767. 

NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOB. 

The  Commission  from  his  Majesty,  George  III'i,  to  John  Wentwobth, 
Esq.  as  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  is  dated  August  11"", 
176i5;  and  is  recorded  in  the  Boolv  of  Commissions  in  the  Secretary's  office, 
N.  H.  pp.  43-54.  But  the  printing  of  it,  here,  is  omitted,  for  the  reason  that 
the  language  of  the  Commission,  and  the  powers,  authorities  and  privileges 
therein  conferred,  are  identically  the  same  (names  and  dates  excepted),  as 
given  to  Governor  Benninsj  Wentworth,  in  his  Commission  —  which  see  in 
full,  Vol.  VL  pp.  908-913.  ^ 


[p.  125.]  Wednesday  July  1"  1767. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournra'  &  adjourned  till 

Thursday,  July  li"^,  1767. 

lOf  his  Majesty's  Council,  there  were  present. 

His  Excellency  John  Wentwoth.  Esq.  Governor,  itc. 

Theo'i  Atkinson  )  Jonathan  Warner 

Daniel  Warner  j  Daniel  Rindge  p^^ 

James  Nevin  }-  Esqs.  Daniel  Pierce  [      ''''  " 

Theo'' Atkinson.  J uu  George  Jaffrey 

Peter  Livius  j 

A  message  was  sent  bv  Mr.  Wiggin,  Col"  Goffe  .and  the  Clerk 
to  inform  his  Excellency,  That  there  was  a  Quorum  of  the  mem- 
bers met. 

The  Hon'''"  Theo''  Atkinson,  the    Sec-^'   &  Peter  Livius  Esqrs. 

(1)  Oov.  John-  Wkntworth  was  a  doscemlant  of  FMkt  Williiim  Wentworth.  one  of 
Rev.  .Fdlin  Wliei.lwiight's  rompany  at  Exeter,  li;3.s,  son  of  Mark  Hunking  Wentworth,  and 
nephew  of  the  late  Governor  Benning  Wentworth;  he  was  born  in  1730.  gra*!.  at  Harvani 
College,  I'v).  Xt  the  age  of  thirty-one  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  New  Hauipsliire  .T.nil 
remained  in  ottice  — acceptable  and  popular— till  the  Kevolution.  when,  attacliing  hiiii- 
eelf  to  hia  .Majesty'.^  interest,  he  wa.«  obliged  to  leave  the  Province,  He  gave  the  Charter 
to  Dartmouth  College,  1769.  He  was  a  man  of  large  and  liberal  vlewst  of  sound  judgment 
andJ  cultivated  ta.ste.  He  did  much  to  encourage  agriculture,  cviltivating  a  farm  and 
building  an  elegant  house  at  Wolfehorough,  on  the  border  of  the  Lake  Wiunipesauke.  He 
laiil  out  and  raiiiied  a  ri).ad  to  be  built,  1771,  from  W.jlfeborough  to  Dartmouth  College. 

Leaving  New  Hampshire,  he  was  appointed  Lieut- Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  17f)2.  He 
resided  at  Halifax  where  lie  died.  April  »,  li<'.'0.  aged  eighty-tliree.—  En, 
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came  from  the  Board  and  infonned  the  House  that  they  were 
directed  by  his  Exc^  to  administer  the  Oaths  instead  of  the  oath& 
of  allegiance  to  the  members  present.  And  the  oaths  were  ac- 
cordingly administered  by  the  Sec'  to  the  members  Present  and 
then  they  withdrew. 

Mr.  Sec^  came  into  tlie  House  and  said  he  was  directed  by  his 
Exc'  to  Require  the  attendance  of  the  Speaker  and  the  House  in 
the  Coimcill  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  immediately  attended  accordingly, 
when  his  Exc'  read  his  Speech  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  — 
then  the  House  Return'd  to  their  Chamber. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Capt.  Waldron,  Mr.  Top- 
pan  and  Capt.  Gidding  to  Pray  his  Excels  to  favor  the  House 
with  a  copy  of  his  Speech. 

[p.  126.]  Mr.  Sec^  Bro't  Down  his  Excy'  Speech  of  this  day 
to  the  Councill  and  Assembly.     Copy  of  which  is  on  tile. 

Governor    Wentwort/i's  Speech. 
ICopied  from  MS.  Gov"  Messages,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  311.] 

(rentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly  — 

His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  Honor  me  with  his  Royal 
Commission,  appointing  me  Governor  of  this  his  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
sliire,  wliich  Commission  hath  been  duly  published,  I  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  meeting  the  Assembly  according  to  their  adjournment,  previ- 
ous to  my  arrival  in  the  Province ;  being  desirous  to  afford  my  concurrence 
to  those  Measures  that  may  be  necessary  tor  the  public  service,  which  will 
ever  meet  my  diligent  attention. 

Gentn.  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  have  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  recommend  to  your  earliest  con- 
sideration the  necessary  Establishment  for  the  respective  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, that  they  may  be  enabled  to  execute  their  duty  with  Diligence  and 
Integrity;  and  also  to  that  you  provide  an  adequate  honorable  and  pemanent 
salary  for  his  Majesty's  Governor  in  Sterling  or  Proclamation  money, 
which  from  its  fixed  value  may  not  disappoint  your  Intentions  or  render 
them  uncertain  to  the  various  appointments.  The  evident  .Justice  and 
Necessity  of  these  Measures  preclude  any  use  in  my  enforcing  them  from 
motives  of  Policy,  although  they  plainly  add  fundamental  Reasons  in  con- 
firmation, or  of  loyal  and  dutifuU  Respect  to  his  Majesty,  which  I  am  well 
convinc'd  will  ever  have  the  greatest  weight  in  your  Deliberations. 

Upon  examination  of  thedifferent  Employments  and  offices  of  the  Prov- 
ince, it  appears  an  object  of  importance,  to  recommend  to  your  wisdom  a 
revision  of  the  Laws  respecting  Fees,  which  are  at  present  uncertain,  and 
in  some  instances  unprovided.  This  cannot  fail  to  obtain  your  immediate 
care,  as  a  matter  essentially  interesting  to  the  public  welfare,  and  in  just  con- 
cern to  the  servants  of  the  Government  who  are,  and  as  honest  men  must  be 
anxious  for  some  rule  of  right  to  direct  their  reward.  That  you  will  consult 
and  determine  upon  this  measure  from  extensive  Principles  of  real  and  effec- 
tual Policy,  is  my  present  Recommendation.  In  these  and  every  other  sub- 
ject of  Importance  to  the  Province,  you  may  be  assur'd  of  my  readiest  and 
most  disinterested  concurrence. 

Gentn.  of  the  Councill  and  of  the  Assembly  — 

It  remains  for  me  to  observe  that  unanimity,  Wisdom  and  application  in 
all  your  Proceedings  will  be  the  best  means  to  compass  the  great  End  of  your 
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Consultations,  therein  preserving  tlie  Honor  of  the  Crown,  and  advancing 
the  unlimited  Prosperity  of  the  Province,  which  are  at  present  the  only 

objects  of  my  Wishes.  ,  ^,  „, 

J    Wkxtworth. 

Council  Chamber,  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  2^'  July,  1767. 

P.  M. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Capt.  Waldron,  Mr.  Parker  and  the 
Clerk  be  a  Com'"  to  prepare  an  Address  to  his  Excellency  on  his 
appointment  to  the  Governm'  and  arrival  in  it ;  with  an  answer 
to  his  Exc^'  Speech. 

John  Webster  Esq""  and  Mr.  Jon''  Church  who  were  not  present 
in  the  forenoon  when  the  Oaths  were  administered  to  the  mem- 
bers, appear'd  in  the  House ;  whereupon  a  message  was  sent  by 
the  Clerks  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  of  their  being  present  and 
not  Sworn. 

[They  were  accordingly  called  to  the  council  chamber  and  took 
the  usual  Oaths,  also  Capt.  Henderson  from  Dover.] 


[p.  127.]  Saturday,  July  4"»  1767. 

Voted  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to  his  Excellency 
John  Wentworth  Esq'  our  Governor,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
Pounds  Lawfull  money  towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  his 
voyage  in  coming  to  us ;  and  the  House  pray  his  acceptance 
thereof,  and  ,the  Com'"  for  Drawing  Bills  of  Exchange  &c.  are 
hereby  Directed  to  Draw  a  Bill  equal  in  value  to  that  sum  Pay- 
able to  his  Exc^  accordingly.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Carlton,  Capt. 
Wortheru,  Mr.  Jenness  &  Doc'  Bartlett.  [Concurred.] 

Voted  That  Mr.  Sherburne  and  Mr.  Sheafe  be  added  to  the 
Com'^^  for  preparing  a  Table  of  fees  in  the  Recess  of  the  Court. 

The  Com'^*  for  Preparing  an  answer  to  his  Exc^'  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  Sessions  presented  to  the  House  a  Draft 
of  an  answer  which  was  read  and  is  as  follows : 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  considered  your  Excellency's  Speech  at 
the  opening  of  this  Session  and  return  you  our  sincere  thanks  for  your  care 
of  the  Publick  service  discovered  l>y  such  an  early  meeting  of  the  Assembly, 
[p.  128.]  after  sucli  a  long  tedious  and  fatiguing  voyage  and  journey  as  you 
have  had  to  your  Government.  (1)  and  giving  us  an  opportunity  to  attend  to 
the  Business  immediately  necessary  to  be  transacted.  Your  expressions  and 
assurance  of  a  Ready  concurrence  in  that  regard  with  those  measures  we 
shall  pursue  to  the  end,  Deserve  our  thankfull  notice  &  acknowledgment. 

We  acknowledge  the  Propriety  &  Reasonableness  of  our  early  and  speedy 

(1)  Dr.  Br^lknap  says.  "Having  received  his  Commissions  as  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  surveyor  of  the  King's  woods  in  North  America,  Mr.  Wentworth  sailed  from 
Engl.and,  and  arrived  at  Charlestown  in  South  Carolina  March  1767.  Thence  he  travelled 
through  the  continent,  registering  his  Commission  of  Surveyor  in  each  of  the  Colonies,  and 
was  received  at  Portsmouth  June  13,  with  every  mark  of  respect  and  allection."—  Ed. 
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attention  to  making  an  adequate  &  honorable  support  for  his  Majesty's  gov- 
ernor in  money  of  a  iixed  value,  and  the  L.iwfuU  money  of  tills  Province  by 
a  Law  of  the  Province  is  now  well  ;i3cortained  and  fixed.  There  is  likewise 
the  stroni^est  reason  from  every  just  principle  of  Government  for  establishini; 
the  fees  of  all  the  officers  of  the  government,  which  has  been  several  times 
under  the  consideration  of  this  and  former  Assemblys,  but  the  former  liuctu- 
ating  state  of  the  currency  made  the  Ijusiness  difficult,  bilver  and  ,'old 
currency  have  been  established,  we  have  made  some  progress  in  preparing  a 
suitable  table  of  fees,  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  accomplish  it. 

As  the  present  season  of  the  year  with  the  peculiar  Difficulties  attending 
at  this  time  render  our  attendau:e  to  these  important  atfiirs  impracticable  so 
<ar  as  to  etfect  the  same,  we  are  necessarily  obliged  to  pray  your  Excellency 
to  suspend  the  business  for  such  a  short  time  as  the  present  state  of  our 
Husbandry  requires. 

Voted,  That  the  foregoing  be  presented  to  his  Exc^  as  an 
answer  to  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Present  Session. 

The  Committee  also  presented  to  the  House  the  form  of  an 
Address  to  his  Excellency  which  tliey  had  prepared,  which  was 
read  and  is  as  follows : 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  — 

[p.  129.]  The  Representatives  of  his  Majesty's  Loyal  and  Dutifull  subjects 
of  the  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire  concur  in  the  General  joy  diffused  thro' 
the  same  on  the  happy  event  of  your  safe  arrival  among  them.  Penetrated 
with  the  most  lively  sense  of  his  Majesty's  Paternal  Regard  to  them  in  the 
appointment  of  Your  Excellency  to  the  chief  seat  of  Government  here,  they 
juake  their  most  gratetuU  and  humble  Acknowledgments. 

Your  well  known  Benevolent  Disposition  and  other  amiable  qualities  ex- 
hibited in  private  life,  your  abilities  and  inclination  to  Discharge  the  Special 
Duties  of  your  exalted  Station,  with  the  connection  usually  arising  from 
birth,  education  and  lortune  in  the  same  place,  gives  the  most  sanguine 
Hopes  that  this  Province  will  always  have  a  strong  interest  in  j'our  esteem 
and  atfection.  Your  knowledge  of  the  British  Constitution  and  form  of 
Government,  and  the  high  esteem  you  have  always  had  for  it,  the  remarkable 
opportunity  you  have  had  of  hearing  every  Branch  and  part  of  it  pass  the 
most  critical  Exapien  that  any  age  has  ever  seen,  as  it  furnished  a  more  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  extent  and  limits  of  every  part,  has  we  doubt 
not  enhanced  your  esteem  of  this  Constitution. 

We  would  also  gratefully  remember  the  eminent  service  you  rendered  this 
Province  as  an  Agent  at  that  critical  conjuncture  of  aflairs  when  it  was 
threatened  and  in  danger  of  irreparable  Burthens;  and  in  the  Name  and 
behalf  of  our  Constituents  return  our  sincere  and  hearty  thanivS. 

The  Result  is  —  The  most  pleasing  hopes  that  the  civil  and  Religious  liber- 
ties of  the  People  under  your  Government  will  always  rind  Protection  and 
safety  thro'  your  whole  administration ;  and  more  especially  as  they  have 
hitherto  preserved  the  character  of  quiet,  loy^  and  dutifull  subjects,  rirmly 
attached  to  her  Majesty's  person  and  government,  and  we  flatter  ourselves 
they  will  never  forfeit  that  character;  that  they  will  be  always  disposed  to 
demonstrate  the  truth  of  their  profession  by  paying  that  honor  and  Duty  to 
his  Representative  here  which  his  character  and  station  demand,  aad  espe- 
cially to  your  Excellency  whose  advancement  is  follow" d  with  the  highest 
satisfaction  and  acquiescence :  We  therefore  congratulate  you.  Sir,  upon  the 
Honor  and  trust  his  Majesty  has  confer' d  on  you  and  on  the  other  propi- 
tious attending  circumstances. 

We  add  our  earnest  Desires  that  the  General  complacency  appearing  on 
this  occasion  may  continue  during  the  whole  time  of  your  Administration, 
and  that  be  long  prosperous  and  happy  to  yourself  and  all  under  your  eare 
and  charge. 
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[p.  130.]     The  foregoing  Address  being  read 

Voted,  That  it  be  forthwith  presented  to  his  Excellency  by  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  House  accordingly  waited  on  his  Excellency  and  presented 
the  foregoing  Address,  and  also  delivered  him  the  answer  to  his 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

His  Excellency  was  pleas'd  to  send  the  following  answer  to  the 
Address. 

To  the  Assembly  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  N'ew  Hampshire. 

Gentlemen  —  Those  pleasing  marks  of  duty  and  Regard  discover' d  in  your 
loyal  and  affectionate  Address",  urge  from  me  a  gratetuU  acknowledgment  of 
ot  the  sreat  pleasure  I  received  and  the  very  high  sense  I  entertain  of  them. 
If  anything  can  add  satisfaction  to  those  honorable  sentiments,  with  which  I 
jeceived  his  Majesty's  commands,  it  is  the  respectful  Loyalty,  affection,  duty, 
peace  and  good  order  prevailing  in  the  people  of  this  Province,  which  at  the 
same  time  that  it  evinces  the  sincerity  of  their  attachment  to  the  best  of 
b-overeigns,  and  love  of  our  excellent  Constitution,  is  the  only  means  to 
effectuate  their  happiness,  and  to  encourage  a  Reasonable  hope  of  the  lasting 
prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  Province. 

It  shall  be  my  imremitted  care  to  verify  the  steadiest  attachment  to  every 
object  that  so  eminently  distinguishes  my  Duty  to  the  King  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  just  rights  of  his  people. 

The  favorable  opinion  you  are  pleased  to  entertain  of  me,  impresses  that 
regard  on  my  mind,  which  the  important  hopes  it  has  given  birth  to  demand. 

If  my  country  has  received  any  benefit  from  my  laithfull  endeavours  to 
discharge  the  trust  it  honor'd  me  with,  your  thanks  are  a  pleasing  Reward 
and  a  powerful  incentive  still  to  pursue  its  true  interests. 

J'   Wentwobth. 

[p.  131.]  Mr.  Secretary  came  into  the  house  and  by  his  Excel- 
lency's Direction  adjourned  the  General  Assembly  to  Tuesday 
the  eighteenth  day  of  August  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Attest,  M.  Weare,  Cler. 


Tuesday,  Aug*'  18"',  1767. 
Met  according  to  adjourn m'  &  adjourned  till 

Wednesday,  Aug^'  19'^  1767. 

[Of  his  Majesty's  Council,  there  were  present] 

Ilis  Excellency  John  Wentworth,  Esq^  Grov^. 

Theodore  Atkinson  ]  Peter  Livius 

Daniel  Warner  |  Jonathan  Warner 

James  Nevin  }■  Esqs.  Daniel  Rindge 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  (  Daniel  Pierce 

Nathaniel  Barrell  J  Geo.  Jaffrey. 


Esqs. 


Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr.  Livius  came  into  the  House  from  the  Board, 
and  the  Sec*' inform'd  tlie  Speaker  that  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
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the  ubjuratioii  (1)  as  appointed  li«i(l  not  been  adniinistered  to  the 
[p.  13"2.]  lueiubei-s  anti  that  they  were  Directed  by  his  Excellency 
to  a<luiinister  the  Oaths,  Sec. 

Accordingly  the  Oaths  and  abjuration  were  taken  and  sub- 
scribed by  the  members. 

The  House  adjourned  till  8  o'clock. 

P.M. 

[The  same  oaths  administered  to  Capt.  Waldron,  \Jol°  BaiT, 
Maj-^  Wright,  Mr.  Webster,  Doc''  Hale,  Mr.  Knowles  &  Co^  Goffe, 
who  were  absent  in  the  morning.] 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Capt.  Giddings  and  DoC 
Bartlett  to  enquire  for  the  Excise  Bill  Passed  in  this  House  and 
sent  to  the  Board  in  Jan^  1766,  and  to  Desire  said  Bill  may  be 
sent  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  inform'd  the  Speaker  that 
the  Excise  Bill  sent  up  for  was  not  in  his  office ;  he  had  searched 
for  it  and  could  not  find  it. 


[p.  138.]  Fryday,  Aug"  21,  17(57. 

The  House  took  un<ler  consideration  the  Dividing  the  Prov- 
ince into  County s  and  Referr'd  it  to  a  Conx'"  to  Report  how 
many  Countys  would  be  best  for  the  Province  to  be  ilivided  into. 
Said  Cora'^**  having  considered  the  matter  Reported  that  they 
Judged  it  would  be  best  the  Province  should  be  divided  into  four 
Countys  ;  which  being  considered  it  was  put  to  vote  Whether  the 
Province  should  be  Divided  into  four  Countys  and  it  passed  in  y* 
affirmative. 

P.  M. 

[p.  134.]  An  act  for  granting  unto  his  Majesty  an  Impost  on 
Spirituous  Liquors  which  shall  be  Imported  or  Bro't  into  this 
Province  and  be  consumed  here,  and  an  additional  Excise  on 
Spirituous  Liquors  sold  in  lesser  Quantities  than  twenty-five 
Gallons  to  be  delivered  at  one  time :  Having  been  read  three 
times, 

(1)  Oath  of  abjuration;  "  an  oatli  astierting  the  right  of  the  present  royal  Camilv  to  the 
•^rown  of  England,  and  expressly  disdaining  such  right  in  the  descendants  of  the  pre- 
tender,"—  IVeo.  Die. 

T lie  following  is  the  Form  of  said  Oath : 

I,  A.  B.  do.  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  assert,  a«kno\vle<ige  and  declare,  that  his  Maj- 
esty King  George  is  tlie  only  lawful  an<l  undoubted  Sovereign  of  this  Kealm,  as  well  rie 
Jure,  that  is,  of  Ri^ht  King,  as  tie  /-'acto,  that  is,  in  the  poH(»ession  and  exercise  of  the- 
government.  And  therefore  I  do  promise  .and  swear.  That  I  will  with  heart  and  hand,  life 
and  goods,  maintain  and  defend  his  Right,  Title  and  government,  .against  the  Descendants 
of  tlie  person  who  pretendeil  to  be  Prince  of  IFates  during  the  Life  of  the  late  King  James, 
and  since  his  Dec(;ase,  pretended  to  be.  and  took  upon  himself  the  stile  and  Title  of  King 
of  England,  by  the  Xame  of  James  the  Third,  or  of  Scotland  by  the  name  of  James  the 
Eighth,  or  the" stile  and  Title  of  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  their  inlherents,  and  all  other 
Enemies  who,  either  by  open  or  secret  attempts,  shall  disturb  or  iiiB«juiet  his  Majesty  iu 
the  Possession  ami  Exercise  thereof.     Geo.  HI.,  oh.  53.  ITGli.  —  Ed.  • 
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Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass'",  Au<r.  24.  Upon  reading  the  Act  for  laying  an  Impost 
&  an  Excise  on  Spirituous  Liquors  &c.  as  past  in  the  House  the  2P'  Instant, 
and  many  thiuccs  tlierein  wantinir  an  explanation,  which  the  Council  think 
would  be"  bettor  explained  by  a  Conference  between  both  Houses  than  by 
written  votes. 

Resolved.  That  the  Assembly  be  oU'ered  a  Conference  on  the  subject  matter 
of  the  said  Bill  &  desired  to  appoint  the  time,  and  that  the  Honorable  Mr. 
Secretary.  Mr.  Livius  ife  Mr.  Rindge  acquaint  the  House  therewith. 

Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr.  Livius  came  from  the  Board  and  administered 
the  Oaths  to  Col"  Wcntworth  and  Capt.  Carlton. 


Saturday,  Aug"'  'l"!^  1767. 

Voted,  That  there  be  paid  to  his  Excellency  John  Wcntworth 
Esq.  our  Governor  out  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury  the  sum  of 
seven  hundred  Pounds  Lawfull  money  for  one  years  salary  as 
[p.  lo5.]  Governor  Commencing  the  thirteenth  Day  of  June  last 
to  be  paid  half  yearly  &  also  the  sura  of  sixty-seven  pounds 
lawful  money  for  house  rent  for  the  same  time,  ami  that  his  Exc^ 
be  desired  to  Draw  [out]  tl*e  amount  of  the  Tieasury  accord- 
ingly with  advice  of  Council. 

Sent  uj)  bv  Col°  Bair,  Co^  Wcntworth,  Maj'  Downing  and  Doc"" 
Bartlett  &  Col"  Gotte.  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm,  Aug.  24'^  The  Council  took  under  consideration  the 
vote  of  the  House  of  liie  i'i"i  Inst,  relative  to  the  grant  proposed  for  his  Ex- 
cellency's Salary,  &  observing  it  meantime  for  one  year  only,  and  also  (2ndly) 
that  the  Fund  or  Security  out  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury  is  too  uncertain, 
which  AS  this  proposed  Grant  differs  widely  from  the  method  of  Grants  made 
to  former  Governors. 

Resolved.  That  the  Honorable  Theodore  Atkinson.  .lames  Nevin  &  Jona. 
Warner  Esqrs.  be  appointed  to  put  the  Assembly  in  mind  of  the  difference,  & 
to  acquaint  them  that  the  Board  tho'  t  it  expedient  before  they  acted  upon  the 
said  vote,  to  send  this  message.  That  if  the  Assembly  thought  proper  they 
might  make  any  alteration  before  it  was  laid  before  his  Excellency. 

Whereas  it  has  been  long  complained  of  as  a  great  Grievance 
that  this  Province  considering  its  Extent  and  iigure  was  not  Di- 
vided into  Counties,  but  all  jjublick  Business  transacted  at  Ports- 
moutli,  the  situation  of  which  in  being  at  one  corner  of  the  Pro\  - 
ince  occasions  great  expence  and  charge  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
many  other  Places,  Especially  to  those  who  live  in  the  Remoter 
parts  of  tho  Province  and  often  occasions  Delays  in  many  Publick 
affairs  by  the  interfering  of  one  with  another,  and  the  Disability 
of  Persons  to  attend  at  so  great  Distance  as  is  often  necessary  in 
the  Proper  time  and  season  required  ; 

Therefore  Voted,  That  this  Province  be  divided  into  four  Coun- 
ties, the  first  of  which  to  be  bounded  Southerlv  and  South  East- 
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eriy  by  the  Sea,  then  l)y  a  line  Running  up  Piscata(|iia  River  and 
running  in  the  Westerly  branch  tliereof  up  tlie  great  Bay,  & 
Exeter  River  to  the  line  between  Exeter  an<l  Stralhaiu,  then  by 
that  line  till  it  comes  to  the  line  between  Exeter  and  Hampton- 
falls  to  Kensington,  and  then  to  Run  between  that  and  Kingstown 
line,  and  then  l)v  that  to  South  nam{)ton,  and  by  the  line  between 
South  Hampton  and  Hampton-falls  to  the  Sea,  with  tliat  part  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals  which  lies  in  this  Province. 

That  the  Second  County  be  Bounded  as  follows,  viz.  Westerly 
by  a  line  Running  between  New  Markott  and  Durham  &  con- 
tinued between  Durham  and  Nottingham  and  between  Notting- 
ham and  Ban-ington,  and  between  Chichester  and  Barnstead  *fc 
Between  Gilmanton  &  Canterbury  to  Winne|iissioke  River,  then 
Down  said  River  to  Pemigawassett  River,  then  up  said  River  to 
Baker's  River,  then  up  the  South  Branch  of  said  River  to  the 
head  thereof,  then  on  a  strait  line  to  Connecticut  River  on  the 
South  side  of  the  Town  of  Orford,  all  on  the  North  and  North- 
easterly side  of  said  Line  to  be  within  the  Second  County. 

The  third  County  to  be  Bounded  as  follows,  viz.  Easterly  and 
Southerly  on  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Westerly  on 
Merrimack  River  and  on  Winnipessioke  River  till  it  comes  to  the 
line  of  the  Second  County,  then  Bounding  Northeasterly  on  the 
Second  County. 

The  fourth  County  to  contain  all  the  land  on  the  Westerly  side 
of  Merrimac  River  lying  in  this  Province  not  contained  in  the 
other  Counties. 

[p.  136.]  And  that  Col.  Weare,  Col.  Wentworth  jiud  William 
Parker  Esq"  be  a  Com"'''  of  this  House  to  joyn  Such  as  shall  be 
Appointed  by  the  Hon"""'  Couucill  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  this  purpose. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  Wright,  Capt.  Worthen  and  Capt.  Chamberlin. 


Monday,  Aug'  •24"'  ITGT. 

A  message  was  sent  U>  the  Board  by  the  Cleik  to  inform  them 
that  Tho'  Bell,  Esq'  the  member  from  Newcastle  was  now  in  the 
House  and  had  not  taken  the  oath  and  to  desire  that  he  might 
be  qualified. 

The  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  infornrd  the  Speaker  that 
the  member  from  New  Castle  had  taken  the  Oaths. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  William  Parker  Esq.  Mr.  John  Sherburne,  Mr. 
Jacob  Sheafe,  Richard  .Jenness  K^<[.  Su  Meshech  Weare  be  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  Joyn  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
[p.  137.]  the  Hon'''*  the  Council  to  i>repare  a  Table  of  Fees  to  be 
laid  before  the  General  Assembly  for  their  approbation  as  soon  as 
may  be.  Sent  up  by  the  clerk.  [Concurred  and  Hon'''*'  Theo. 
Atkinson,  Col.  Warner,  Mr.  Warner,  Mr.  Rindge  &  Jatlrey  added.] 
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The  Hon^'*  Col"  Atkinson,  Mr.  Nevin  &  Mr.  Warner  came  frora 
the  Board  and  Informed  the  House  that  upon  considering  the 
House's  vote  for  the  Governors  Salary  the  Councill  tho't  that  it 
was  very  different  from  former  allowances  to  Governors,  as  this 
vote  was  for  one  year  only,  whereas  heretofore  it  had  been  settled 
during  the  Administration,  and  also  Provision  had  been  made  in 
the  Act  for  settling  the  Salary  for  a  Fund  for  Paying  the  same. 
But  in  the  present  vote  it  was  only  said  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
money  in  the  Treasury :  And  the  Councill  apprehended  that  by 
the  King's  direction  for  settling  a  permanent  Salary,  something 
further  was  necessary  in  these  Respects  than  was  contained  in  the 
Vote  of  the  House.  So  they  pi'oposed  the  matter  to  the  further 
consideration  of  the  House  before  the  Councill  Passed  upon  it  to 
lay  it  before  the  Governor,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Aug.  25"^  P.  M.  His  Excellency  laid  before  thr 
Board  &  ordered  the  ^^ec>■  to  read  his  Majesty' s  5"'  &  11"^  Instructions,  viz. 

nth  and  \lth  Instructions. 

o***.  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is  that  you  permit  the  Members  of  our  said 
Council  to  have  &  Enjoy  freedom  of  Debate  *S:  rote  in  all  affairs  of  Public 
concern  that  may  be  debated  in  Council. 

ll"*.  And  Whereas  we  are  sensible  that  effectual  care  ought  to  be  taken  to 
oblige  the  members  of  our  said  Council  to  a  due  attendance  therein  in  order 
to  prevent  the  many  inconveniences  that  may  happen  for  want  of  a  Quorum 
to  transact  business  as  occasion  may  require;  It  is  our  Will  and  Pleasure, 
That  if  any  of  the  members  of  our  said  Council  residing  in  the  Province 
shall  heareafter  absent  themselves  from  the  said  Province  and  continue 
absent  above  the  space  of  twelve  months  together,  without  leave  from  you  a* 
the  Commander-in-chief  of  our  said  Province  for  the  time  being,  tirst  ob- 
tained imder  your  or  his  hand  <fe  Seal,  or  shall  remain  absent  for  the  space  of 
Two  years  successively  without  leave  given  them  under  our  Royal  Sign 
Manual,  their  place  or  places  in  the  said  Council  sliall  thereupon  become 
void:  and  that  if  any  of  the  members  of  our  said  Council  residing  in  our 
said  Province  shall  hereafter  wilfully  absent  themselves  from  the  Council 
Board  when  duly  summoned  without  just  and  lawful  cause,  &  shall  persist 
therein  after  admonition,  you  suspend  the  said  Councillors  so  absenting 
tliemselves  till  our  further  pleasure  be  known,  giving  timely  Notice  thereof  to 
us  by  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  &  to  our  Commissioners  for 
Trade  &  Plantations  for  their  Information.  And  We  do  hereby  Will  &  Re- 
quire you  that  this  our  Royal  Pleasure  be  signified  to  the  several  Members  of 
our  Council  aforesaid,  &  that  it  be  entered  in  the  Council  Book  of  our  said 
Province  as  a  Standing  Rule. 


[p.  138.]  Wednesday  Aug"  26,  1767. 

Mr.  Sec'  and  Mr.  Levins  came  from  the  Board  and  informed 
the  House  that  the  Councill  had  many  difficulties  about  passing- 
of  the  Excise  Bill  and  Desir'd  a  conference  of  both  Houses. 

Col"  Weare,  Wm.  Parker  Esq.  &  Mr.  Sherbum  were  sent  with 
a  verbal  message  to  the  Board  in  Answer  to  the  verbal  message 
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of  yestertlay  delivered  by  the  Hon"'*  Col"  Atkinson,  Mr.  Nevin  & 
Mr.  Warner  :  That  the  Report  that  the  Gov'  will  be  provided 
for  very  soon  by  the  application  of  part  of  the  Revenue  arisintr 
by  the  Customs  (which  his  Excellency  seems  to  think  probable) 
was  one  motive  to  the  rr<-)use  to  pass  the  Grant  in  the  form  it  was 
!sent  \if>  to  the  Board  ;  That  the  House  has  been  inform'd  that  his 
Excellency  himself  ili«l  not  desire  such  a  settlement  as  should 
:imount  to  that  heretofore  elaim'd  by  virtue  of  Instructions,  tor 
that  at  his  Request  such  an  Instruction  had  been  omitted;  Tliat 
the  settlement  on  the  late  Governor  was  only  partial  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum  out  of  the  Excise,  the  rest  was  contingent 
and  temporary  and  depended  on  grants  of  the  Assembly  from 
[p.  139]  year  to  year;  That  the  House  would  not  be  unwilling  to 
give  his  Excellency  the  utmost  assurance  of  their  inclination  to 
grant  hiin  an  Hon'*'*  support  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  Province  which  they  hope  will  grow  so  much  better  as  to 
Enable  them  to  make  additions,  but  think  it  would  be  best  to  sus- 
pend the  laying  it  on  any  certain  fund,  had  they  any  such  estab- 
lished, till  the  matter  Hrst  hinted  is  ascertaiu'd,  and  in  case  that 
:scheme  should  not  be  carried  into  execution  the  House  wou'd  be 
willing  to  apply  the  Excise  as  it  has  been  lieretofore  done  or  in  a 
/nanner  more  effectual. 

P.  M. 

Mr.  Sec''  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  following  Resolve,  viz. 

Province  of  New  Hump'' 

lu  Council  'id""  Aug*'  1767. 

Resolved  Unaaiinously.  That  a  Division  of  this  Province  into  more  than 
two  counties  would  at  present  be  inexpedient  and  attended  with  very  great 
Kxpence  ami  a  very  heavy  and  unnecessary  Burthen  on  the  People. 

And  whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  western  parts  of  the  Province  are  at  a 
very  great  expence  and  Difficulty  in  travellina;  to  so  great  a  distance  from 
their  own  homes  and  in  atteuding  their  business  at  the  T'ourts,  which  Incon- 
venient'es  it  is  just  and  necessary  to  Remove  — 

It  is  therefore  Kebolvet!.  That  the  Province  be  divided  into  two  Counties, 
and  that  tlu'  line  of  Division  be  as  follows,  viz,  To  i)egin  at  the  sea  side  three 
miles  Xorth  of  Merimack  Kiver  wliere  the  Province  line  begins  and  to  fol- 
low the  said  Une  to  Merimack  River,  then  to  ascend  the  same  to  the  place 
where  Bow  line  crosses  the  saiil  River,  and  to  follow  the  line  of  said  Bow  on 
the  westerly  siile  of  s''  Paver  till  they  return  to  the  River,  then  to  iiscend  the 
same  to  the  nioutU  of  Pemigawassett  River  and  up  the  same  to  the  mouth  of 
fp.  140.]  Baker's  River  and  up  the  same  to  the  head  thereof,  and  from  thence 
over  to  Connecticut  River  mi  the  south  side  of  the  Town  of  Orford;  All  on 
the  South  and  West  of  said  Liuf^  to  \>e  in  one  County,  and  all  on  the  North 
and  East  thereof  in  the  other  County,  unless  it  should  be  thought  convenient 
that  the  towns  of  N'ottingham  West,  Litchfield  <t  Di^rryfield  be  included  in 
the  Western  County,  in  which  case  the  line  is  to  Run  on  Eastern  or  North- 
eastern side  of  the  said  Towns  on  the  whole  length  of  them.  And  the 
Hon'''^  Daniel  Warner,  .lames  Nevin  and  Nafh'  Barrell  Esq""*  are  appointed  a 
Com'^''  to  Joyu  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''^  House  to  pre- 
pare &  bring  in  a  Bill  or  Bills  to  eti'ectuate  the  Design. 

T.  Atkinson,  inn.  Sec^. 
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A  iue!«sage  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Parker  to  acquaint 
them  that  the  Flouse  wouhl  attend  the  proposed  Conference  [on 
the  Excise]  tomorrow  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 


Thursday,  Aug"  27,  1767. 

The  House  took  into  ci>nsideration  the  Petition  ot  Isaac  White 
of  Pembroke  Representing  that  there  were  great  difficulties  in 
makinc^  an  assessment  of  a  Sum  of  money  the  s'^  Town  is  obliged 
to  raise,  and  Praying  for  some  method  by  which  they  might  be 
aided,  bv  some  indifferent  j^ersons  being  appointed. 

[p.  141.]  Voted  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted 
and  that  the  Petitioner  have  liberty  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  accord- 
ingly.    Sent  up  by  Mr.  Underwood.  [Concurred.] 

The  Resolve  of  the  Councill  respecting  the  Dividing  the 
Province  into  two  Counties  only  was  taken  into  consideration, 
and  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  the  House  would  comply  there- 
with, and  it  passed  in  the  Negative. 

P.  M. 

This  afternoon  the  House  had  under  further  consideration  the 
Dividincr  the  Province  into  Counties. 


Fryday,  Aug.  •28">   1757. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Inhal> 
itauts  of  Gosport  and  others  for  a  Lottery  to  Erect  a  Pier  in  the 
Said  Town,  which  appearing  Reasonable  and  no  objection  made. 

Voted,  That  the  Praver  of  the  Petition  be  granted,  and  that 
the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly.  Sent 
up  bv  Capt.  Gidding.  [Concurred.] 

[p!  142.]  The  Hon^"'  Daniel  Pierce  Esq.  Bro't  from  tl,e  Board 
a  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Bow  representing  a  Difficulty  in 
making  a  Certain  Assessm'  and  praying  Relief,  (a) 

(a)  .Tour.  C.  &  Ass"',  Aug.  21'^.  The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Bow  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  inhabitants  of  saiil  Bow.  esrlusive  of  such  as 
are  set  off  into  Parishes.  Representini;  that  tiun-  are  greatly  distressed  by 
being  taxed  by  the  Parish  of  Concord  &o.  &  Prayin?  relief.     Read.  (1) 

The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  Dividing  the  Province 
into  Counties  came  to  the  following  Determination,  viz. 

Whereas  a  vote  lately  |>assM  in  this  House  for  Dividing  this 
Province  into  four  Counties  the  limits  of  which  were  express'd 
in  the  vote  whicti  tliis  House  apprehended  would  be  agreeable  to 

(1 1  S.  «>  HoiU.  n  -  Hist,  if  C  .n.  onl.  p.  245.—  Ki>. 
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ifc  most  convenient  for  the  People,  But  the  Hon'''"-'  his  Msijestys 
Council  supposed  it  w^oulci  be  attended  with  too  <rreat  changes 
and  did  not  concur  with  said  vote.  But  voted  that  the  Province 
should  be  divided  into  two  counties  only,  luakint;  Merrimack 
River  the  Dividing  line ;  This  the  House  have  duly  considered 
and  find  it  would  not  answer  the  End  proposed  by  Dividing  the 
Province  into  Counties,  which  is  the  Ease  of  the  Peo}>le  in  Gen- 
eral, which  in  the  case  of  two  Counties  only  would  be  very  little 
to  a  great  part  of  the  Province. 

Upon  Reconsidering  this  matter  tlie  House  who  ( with  great  Re- 
luctance) find  themselves  under  a  necessity  of  Ditlering  in  opinion 
from  the  lion'"'''  Council,  which  they  conceive  arises  from  their 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  minds  of  their  constituents,  their 
concerns  *.t  connections  than  the  Council  can  be  Reasonably  sup- 
posed to  have,  and  on  this  Principle  only  they  are  induced  to 
Dissent  from  the  vote  for  two  Counties  only,  and  to  prove  their 
Desire  to  agree  with  the  Council  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  their 
Duty  to  those  they  represent,  They  are  willing  to  Diviiie  into 
three  Counties  only,  since  their  first  Proposal  is  not  acceptable  : 
Therefore 

[p.  148.]  Voted,  That  this  Province  be  divided  into  three 
Counties,  the  several  Courts  both  the  Sup'  and  Inferior  Courts  to 
be  held  in  the  several  Parts  of  each  County  in  such  places  as 
will  best  Accommodate  the  Inhabitants  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  General  Assembly.  The  Bounds  of  the  Counties  to  be 
as  follows,  vix. 

The  first  County  Bounding  Northerly  by  Piscata<iua  River  at 
the  mouth  thereof,  and  up  the  River  to  the  line  between  Durham 
and  New  Market,  and  l)y  that  line  and  the  line  between  Durham 
&  Nottingham  &  between  Nottingham  &  Barrington,  And  be- 
tween Chichester  and  Barnstead,  and  between  Gilmanton  &  Can- 
terbury to  VVinnii)isiokee  River,  then  down  said  River  into  the 
Merrimack  River  and  down  the  same  to  the  dividing  line  between 
this  Province  and  the  Ma.ssachusetts  Bay,  then  Easterly  following 
the  said  Dividing  Line  to  the  Sea,  then  by  the  Sea  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Piscataqua  River  where  the  Bounds  began,  with  that  part 
of  the  Isles  of  Shoals  which  lies  in  this  Province. 

Tlie  second  County  bounding  Southerly  by  the  Northerly  line 
of  the  first  County  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pemigawasset-t  River, 
then  up  said  IJiver  to  Bakers  River,  and  up  the  same  to  the  head 
of  the  south  Branch  thereof,  then  on  a  >trait  line  to  Connecticut 
River  on  the  south  side  of  the  Town  of  Orford  :  All  on  the 
North  ur  Northerly  side  of  said  line  to  belong  to  the  second 
County. 

The  third  County  to  conlnln  nil  the  land  on  the  westerly  side 
Merrimack  River  lying  in  this  Province  nor  contained  in  the 
other  Counties.  • 

And    that   Col"    Weare,  Col"  Wentworth    ifc    William    Parker 
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Esqs.  be  a  Com"*  of  this  House  to  joyn  such  as  shall  be  appointed 
bv  the  lion'''*  the  Council  to  bring  in  :i  Bill  for  this  pur])ose. 

'Sent    up    bv  Mr.   Welister,  Doc""  Bartlett    &    Capt.    Worthcn. 
[X(>u-C(.>ncurrc(l.] 


[p.  U4.]  Saturday,  Aug.  ii9,  17()7. 

'    Mr.  Sec-'  Bro't  (l<nvn  from  the  Council!   the  folh)\\'ing  Resolve, 
viz. 

Province  of  Xew  Hampshire 

In  Council,  28"'  Aug.  17(57. 

The  Councill  having  read  and  Considered  the  vote  of  the  Hon'''''  Assoml)ly 
i-oiicerninir  tlie  Division  of  the  Province  into  three  Counties,  tliey  are  of 
opinion  tliat  the  Second  County  as  proposed  can  answer  no  :;ood  purpose, 
the  wliole  of  the  said  County  excepting  old  Dover,  Rochester  and  Barriu{,'tou 
con3i>tin!r  of  entirely  new  settlements,  in  no  circumstances  to  support  the 
very  lieavy  expence  of  a  new  County,  l)ut  at  present  ratlier  reciuirin^ 
assistance  for  their  own  individual  support;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  a 
very  Small  part  even  of  tlie  tliree  Towns  mentioned  will  he  any  way  served 
or  accommodated  hy  the  said  proposed  County,  and  this  Small  part  is  so  near 
the  present  Seat  of  .Justice  as  not  to  Require  a  Division.  The  Council  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  it  shoulil  for  the  present  Remain  with  the  fii-st 
Countv,  and  it  is  accordingly. 

Resolved,  to  adhere  to  our  former  Resolves.  And  it  is  Recommended  to  the 
Hon*'''-'  Assembly  Seriously  and  compassionately  to  consider  the  people  on 
[v.  145.]  the  Western  side  of  Merrimack  River  whose  remote  Situation  so 
evidently  callt*  for  it.  and  ro  >utti'r  thiMu  to  he  sett  ott'  in  a  Seperate  County. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec^'. 

To  wrhich  llesolve  tlic  frousc  Sent  up  the  following  Answer, 
viz. 

The  Mouse  having  Head  aud  considered  the  licsolve  of  the 
Hon''''  Councill  of  the  "28"'  Inst;int,  are  of  o|>inion  th.at  Dividing 
the  Province  into  les.s  than  three  Counties  will  by  no  means 
accommodate  the  People  of  tln'  Several  parts  of  the  Province  tor 
their  ease  and  benefit  in  transacting  their  necessary  bu.siness;  and 
we  are  fully  sensible  nothing  less  will  give  them  sati>factioii ;  an<l 
this  beiiiLT  a  point  in  which  their  Interest  and  c«tn\eniency  is 
luorc  especially  concerned,  and  has  long  been  the  peculiar  object 
of  their  attention  and  Expectation,  we  think  their  minds  herciii 
ought  in  the  main  to  be  the  Pule  of  our  conduct,  S:  therefore  we 
cannot  Detcrmin  on  anv  other  manner  of  Dividinir  into  less  than 
three  Counties  &  on  ;my  lines  at  present  which  will  be  sti  equal 
as  those  already  proposed  by  the  House:  That  the  advantage  to 
the  Several  jtarts  of  tiie  l*rovince  by  their  Division  will  be  tar 
greater  than  the  .additional  Burthen  to  wliicli  the  People  them- 
selves are  very  willing  to  submit,  and  their  Representatives  must 
be  suppns'd  be-^t  to  understand  as  well  as  iheii"  necessities  .and 
abilities  wnose  opinion  herein  they  must  be  supposed  to  know, 
and  when   that   coincides  with   their  own  thev  ,ire  obli'jed  both  in 
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Duty  ct  Policy  to  |)ui-siie;  'rin-ret'ore  ihey  ure  obliged  lo  Resolve, 
iiinl  it  i<  heroby  Resolved  tt>  .idheie  to  the  Vote  of  tiiis  House  for 
Dividiny-  the  Province  into  three  Counties,  sent  to  the  Board 
veslerdav.  Sent  np  by  M:ij'  Wris^ht,  r)oo''  Bartlctt  »fc  I>oo' 
Thouijison. 


[v.  14(>.]  Tuesday,  Sept.  P',  17t)7. 

The  Sec-^  and  Mr.  Livius  bn.'l  tV<^m  the  Hoard  tlie  tollowii\i; 
Resolve,  viz. 

l'i-(iviiici'  of  New  Haiiip!<Iiiri> 

111  Couucii  1^'  .'M'pt.  nn". 
Wlitireas  it  appears  convenient  ami  necessary  that  the  Province  be  Divided 
into  Counties  forthwith, 

[p.  147.1  Resolved,  That  the  Hon*''^'  Cot"  Atkinson,  Col"  Warner  &  Peter 
Livius  Esif  he  a  Coin''-'''  of  Coiuioil  tojoyn  with  such  as  shall  he  appointed  by 
the  lion'''"'  House  to  consider  and  Report  the  best  and  most  expedient 
methods  of  ortt'ctins:  it. 

T.  Atkinson  J un,  Ser->. 


\Ve<lnesday,  Sept.  -I'K  1767. 

[i'.  14S,]  Tlie  Resolve  of  the  Hon'"*^  Councill  appointini;  :i 
Ooni"""  to  joyn  with  a  Com""'"  of  the  House  to  consider  and  report 
the  most  ettectual  inethoil  tor  dividing  the  Province  into  Counties 
being  taken  into  consideration, 

Voted,  Titat  Doc""  John  Giddings,  Riclianl  Jenness  Esqr.  &  Me- 
.shech  Weare  be  a  Com'''"  on  the  |)art  of  this  House  to  joyu  with 
tlie  Con\"^  chosen  by  the  Hon'"'''  Councill  for  the  purpose  above 
n\entionc'd.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Wiggin. 

Mr.  Livius  came  from  the  Board  and  informed  the  Speaker  that 
the  Com"'''  of  Council  wew  ready  to  confer  with  the  Com"'  of 
the  House. 

The  Com"'*'  of  the  Hiiu^e  accordingly  went  un  immediately  to 
the  ('ouncil  Cliambei-. 


J  Thursday,  Sept.  ;{^  1 7tJ7. 

An  .act  for  appointing  Persons  to  make  an  Assessment  on  the 
Polls  ami  Estates  of  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pembrook  for 
Reasons  therein  Declared,  having  been  rt-ad  tliree  times 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted. 

Sent  uj)  by  Mr.  Church,  [concurred  :md  passeil.] 

Voted,  That  Maj^  Downing,  Doo^  Giddings,  Doc^  Bartlett,  Doc^ 
Thompson  and  Doc'  Hale  be  a  Com'''  to  look  over  the  Laws  to 
find  what  tines  there  are  tlierein  and  for  what  they  were  im|)0sei 
and  in  what  year  -.xm]  to  make  a  list  of  the  same  to  lay  before  the 
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House  as  soon  as  may  be  in  order  to  Determine  on  some  Rule 
which  mav  be  equitable  for  regulating  them. 

[p.  149.']  Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr^  Jatfrey  came  from  the  Board  and 
informed  the  Speaker  that  the  Councill  had  considered  the  Act 
for  laying  an  Impost  &  Excise  and  could  not  pass  it. 

P.  M. 

A  metisage  sent  to  the  Board  by  Doc'  Giddings  &  Capt.  Cham- 
berlin  to  Desire  the  Excise  &  Impost  Act  (which  the  House  was 
informed  in  the  forenoon  was  not  past  by  the  Councill)  might  be 
sent  into  the  House. 

Mr.  Sec-''  bro't  from  the  Board  the  act  iof  an  Impost  &  Excise, 
tent  for  by  Doct'  Gi<ldings  &  Capt.  Chamberlin. 


Frj'day,  Sept.  4'^  I7GT. 

Mr.  Parker,  Capt.  Waldron  &  Moshech  Weare  were  appointed 
by  the  House  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  and  confer  with  him 
about  taking  the  Excise  for  his  Salary  for  the  present  year —  who 
accordingly  waited  on  his  Exc/  and  returning  Reported  to  the 
House  that  his  Exc'  was  willing  to  take  it. 


[p.  150.]  Saturday,  Sept.  r>">  1767. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Council  by  the  clerk  to  Enquire 
whether  the  vote  of  the  House  for  Dividing  the  Provinces  into 
three  counties  was  pass'd  upon,  and  if  not  to  Desire  the  Council 
would  pass  upon  said  vote  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Mr.  Sec*'  came  from  the  Board  and  Informed  the  Speaker,  That 
the  Vote  of  the  House  of  the  "iS"'  Aug''  last  for  Dividing  the 
Province  into  three  Counties  had  been  considered  by  the  Council 
and  it  was  non-concurred  bv  the  Council  for  several  Reasons. 


[p.  152.]  Thursday,  Sept.  ll)'",  I7f.7. 

The    House  took    into  further   consideration    the  Dividing  th«*- 
Province  into  Counties  and  came  to  the  following  Resolve,  viz. 

In  consideration  of  the  Disagreement  there  has  been  between 
the  Hon"''  his  Majesty's  Councill  and  this  House  respecting  the 
Division  of  this  Province  into  Counties,  ;uid  it  having  been  sup- 
posed that  three  Counties  would  be  most  agreeable.  Therefore 

Resolved  and  voted,  That  Col"  Barr,  Thomas  Westbrook  VV:iU 
dron,  Es(|r.,  Mr.  .fohn  Giddings,  Col"  Moulton,  Esq.  and  Mr.  .John 
Sherburne  be  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  joyn  A\ath  such  as 
hhali  be  appointed  by  the  Hon^'  Councill  to  consider  of  and  settle 
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the  most  convenient  Liftos  of  tlie  Division  of  siiitl  Counties  and 
the  most  convenient  times  anil  phices  for  holding  the  respective 
Courts,  viz.  The  Sup'  Court  of  .Judicature,  the  Int'  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
within  each  County  and  make  Report  to  both  Houses  as  soon  as 
may  be.     Sent  up  by  Doc""  Thompson. 


[p.  153.]  Fi-yday  Sept.  11"'  1767. 

Whereas  })y  an  Act  PassVl  in  the  Present  Session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  the  Excise  on  Spirituous  Liqtiors  granted  by  an 
Act  PassM  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  Reign  Intitled  an 
Act  for  granting  unto  his  Majesty  an  Excise  on  Several  Liquors 
as  settled  and  fixed  in  Lawfnll  money  of  this  Province  with  some 
additional  Paragraphs  to  enforce  a  due  &  Regular  p:iyment  there- 
of to  })revent  fraud  cfe  Deceit  in  settling  witliout  paying  Excise, 
by  private  sales  without  License,  by  which  a  great  loss  happens  to 
the  Government :     Therefore 

Voted  That  Col"  March,  Mess"  .Lacob  Sheafe  &  John  Sherburne 
be  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  join  with  such  as  the  Governor 
&  Councill  shall  apj)oint  to  farm  the  said  Excise  to  a  Receiver  or 
Receivers  as  they  shall  judge  Best  to  be  commissioneil  by  the 
Governor  to  make  :i  faithfull  collection  thereof  and  authorized  to 
prosecute  any  offenders  against  the  Laws  in  this  case  provided,  & 
that  the  money  arising  thereby  be  put  into  the  Provim-e  Treasury 
to  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Government  as  the  Governor' 
Council  &  Assembly  shall  order ;  that  this  selling  or  farming  said 
Excise  shall  be  for  one  year  only  Commencing  the  first  Tuesday 
of  Sept.  Inst,  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  next. 

Mr.  Sec-^  Bro't  from  the  Board  a  Resolve  in  Councill  respecting 
Dividing  the  Province  into  Cotmties,  which  is  ns  follows,  viz. 

Province  of  N'ew  Hanips^ 

In  founcil  Sept.  1(»"'  17R7. 

The  Boanl  having  some  time  since  tlio't  a  Division  of  this  Province  into- 
Counties  not  only  Reasonable  hut  neoiissary  as  it  would  in  a  yreat  measure 
prevent  the  Extraordinary  travil  and  Expense  attendini.;  tlie  luliabitantji  on 
the  western  frontiers  of  tliis  Province  when  required  to  attend  on  Publicli 
business  at  Portsmouth,  ifec.  And  forasmuch  as  all  attempts  hitherto  made 
by  the  Councill  to  accomplish  this  salutary  Entl  haviu'^  proved  inetfectual, 
[p.  Iy4.|  and  tho'  the  Councill  are  still  of  opinion  that  DividinL;  tlie  Province 
into  two  Counties  only  (at  present)  would  l)etter  accommodate  the  Inhabi- 
tants in  .general  &.  be  attenih;d  with  :,Teater  utility  than  any  further  Division; 
But  as  these  repeated  votes  ^.t  Resolves  of  this  Board  have  unfortunately  met 
with  the  Disapprol)ation  of  the  Hon'''''  tho  Asseml)ly  who  have  Voted  the 
Province  should  be  Divided  into  Three  ( "ounlies  &  seem  still  to  adhere  tf> 
their  Votes;  however,  to  shew  the  Inclinaliun  of  this  Board  to  join  in  any 
Measure  that  will  liave  the  least  Tendency  to  alleviate  the  hardships  &  Ex- 
pence  above  mentioned  and  that  these  gooil  Purposes  may  be  drawn  into 
Execution, 
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Resolved  That  the  Province  be  at  present  Dividetl  into  Three  Counties,  by 
the  followini;  Bounds,  viz.  ^       t^  •  u 

The  first  County  to  Begin  at  the  Province  Line  near  the  fort  Point  at  the 
Entrance  of  Piscataqua  River,  from  thence  running  south  westerly  (including 
those  parts  ot  the  Isles  of  Shoals  that  lie  within  this  Province)  to  the  Prov- 
ince line,  then  running  westerly  as  the  said  line  runs  till  it  comes  to  the 
westerly  p.irt  of  Hamstead.  then  to  turn  Northerly  &  run  between  Hamstead 
and  Londonderrv,  then  between  Chester  &  Kingston  &  between  Exeter  & 
Nottinsham.  between  Durham  &  Harrington  &  between  Dover  and  Roches- 
ter to  Salmon  falls  River,  then  Down  the  said  River  and  Piscataqua  River  to 
the  Bounds  begun  at.  The  other  two  Counties  to  be  divided  by  a  Hne  thro' 
Merrimack  River  where  it  crosses  the  Province  line  &  from  thence  up  the 
said  River  to  the  tine  of  Bow,  then  to  follow  the  lines  of  Bow  on  the  west 
side  of  the  River  till  it  comes  to  the  said  River  again,  then  up  said  River  to 
Pemigewaaset  River  to  the  mouth  of  Bakers  River  &  up  the  same  into  the 
South  Branch  thereof,  and  to  the  head  thereof  and  irom  thence  on  a  strait 
line  to  the  Southwesterly  corner  of  the  town  of  Orford  on  Connecticut  River, 
with  liberty  to  add  the' Towns  of  Nottingham  West  t^  Litchfield  to  the 
Western  County  if  tho't  convenient. 

Read,  voted  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''"'  Assembly  for  concur- 
rence. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec*. 

The  House  iidjounied  till  :>  (rdock 

F.  M. 

Wherea.'*  tliis  House  sont  up  the  Hon'*'^  his  Mnjestys  Count-ill  a 
vote  of  the  lU*^  Instant  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Three 
Counties  and  appointed  a  Com"'''  to  joyn  such  as  the  Council 
should  appoint  to  consider  of  the  most  convenient  Lines  or 
Boundaries  of  each  County  and  the  most  suitable  times  and 
places  lor  holding  the  Court:<  of  Justice  in  e.Tch.  viz.  The  Sup' 
Court  of  Judicature,  the  Inf  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Pe.ico,  and  to  make  Report  to  both 
Houses  as  soon  as  might  be,  since  which,  viz.  in  the  forenoon  of 
this  <lay  the  House  have  Receiv'd  a  v(jte  and  Resolve  of  Council 
for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Three  Counties  by  the  several 
[p.  155.]  lines  therein  set  forth,  but  no  notice  is  therein  taken  of 
the  Proposal  of  the  House  in  their  said  vote  ot  choosing  a  Com*''* 
of  both  Houses  to  t\x  upon  the  most  convenient  lines  and  to  con- 
sider of  the  times  &  places  in  each  County  for  holding  the  said 
Courts,  which  induces  the  House  to  suppose  that  the  vote  of 
Councill  aforesaid  was  form'd  and  pass'd  before  the  said  vote  of 
the  House  was  sent  up;  Wherefore  as  the  House  conceive  the 
limits  of  the  Counties  as  proposed  in  the  said  vote  of  Councill 
might  be  amended  and  made  much  more  convenient  for  the 
People  Especially  as  to  the  second  or  middle  County,  and  that 
the  other  matter  relative  to  the  Courts  is  a  matter  necessarily 
connected  with  the  Incor])orating  and  constituting  of  Counties, 
Therefore 

Voted,  That  the  Couiuill  be  and  hereby  are  re(piested  to  con- 
fiider  of  and  concur  with  said  vote  of  the  House.  Sent  up  by 
Mr.  Topp;in. 

An    Act    for    ascertaining    the    Excise    'granted    on    S|jiiituou9 
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Liquoi's  retailed  in  this  Province  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  fifth 
year  of  George  the  Second  in  Lawful  money,  and  for  preventing 
fraud  and  Deceit  by  avoiding  discoveiy  of  what  is  retailed,  and 
enforcing  the  due  and  Regular  payment  of  such  Excise,  having 
been  three  times  read, 

V"oted  that  it  pass  to  be  enacted.     Sent  up  by  Mr,  Toppan. 

Mr.  Sec'  bro't  from  the  Board  the  following  Resolve  of  Coun- 
cill,  viz. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire,  Sept.  12'"  1767. 

Tlie  Council  having  read  and  considered  the  Vote  of  the  Hon''''  Assembly 
of  the  10"»  Inst,  and  their  subsequent  Vote  of  the  11">  they  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  and  never  was  agreeable  to  the  Council  to  Divide  the  Province 
(p.  15'i.l  into  more  than  two  Counties,  as  they  are  Persuaded  a  hirther  sub- 
division will  (at  present)  be  unnecessary  &  burthensome,  yet  desirous  of 
removing  as  far  as  they  consistently  can  all  obstructions  to  a  perfect  agree- 
ment and  good  Harmony  between  the  two  Houses,  the  Council  sent  down 
the  10"'  Inst,  a  Resolve  for  a  Division  into  three  Counties,  which  Resolve  was 
pass'd  before  the  vote  of  the  House  of  the  10"'  Inst,  was  sent  up  and  as  it 
appears  that  the  House  are  Desirous  to  offer  some  alterations  in  the  plan  of 
Division  propos'd  by  the  ResoIVe  of  this  Board,  they  are  ever  Ready  on  all 
occasions  to  forward  any  alterations  that  they  can  be  convinced  will  bene- 
ficially affect  the  province.  Therefore 

Resolved  that  Coll"  Atkinson,  Col"  Warner,  Mr.  Barrill,  M  r.  Rindge  and 
Mr.  Pierce  be  a  Committee  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  House  appointed 
by  their  vote  of  the  10"'  Inst,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.  Read  an<l 
ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  jun.  .Sec". 


Wednesday,  Sept.  16">  1767. 

The  Com'**"  of  the  Council  and  House  for  confering  about  the 
Lines  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  three  Counties,  And  places 
of  holding  the  County  met  for  that  purpose. 


[p.  157.]  Fi-yday,  Sept.  18'"  1767 

P.  M. 

The  Commitf  for  Considering  of  Dividing  the  Province  into 
three  Counties  made  the  following  Report,  viz. 

The  Comitt^  of  both  Houses  Chosen  to  consider  of  and  nettle  the  most 
convenient  lines  for  dividing  the  Province  into  three  Counties,  &  the  most 
convenient  times  and  places  for  holding  the  Courts,  have  considered  that 
matter  &  beg  leave  to  Report,  That  the  lines  Proposed  by  vote  of  the  House 
of  the  28'*'  of  Aug"'  last  may  answer  at  present  with  the  following  alterations, 
viz. 

That  there  be  added  to  the  North  County  the  towns  of  Chichester  &  Can- 
terbury, &  also  where  any  town  is  divided  by  Pemigewassett  River  or  Bakers 
Kiver,  the  whole  township  shall  belong  to  the  North  County. 

As  to  the  other  two  Counties,  that  the  Townships  of  Nottingham  West  & 
Litchfield  &  Derryfield  be  added  to  the  Western  County  if  tho't  most  con- 
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venieut,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  township  of  Bow  helong  to  the  Eastern 
County,  and  that  there  he  held  In  the  North  County  one  Superior  Court  & 
[p.  158.]  one  Inferior  Court  &  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
in  the  town  of  Dover,  &  one  Inferior  Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  in  the  township  of  Rochester  yearly. 

In  the  West  County  that  there  be  held  one  Superior  Court  and  one  Inferior 
Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  Township  of 
Merrimack  and  one  Inferior  Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  ot  the 
Peace  in  the  township  of  Walpole  yearly. 

In  the  Eastern  County  that  there  be  held  one  Superior  Court  and  one 
Inferior  Court  .and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  town 
of  Portsmouth,  one  Inferior  Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  in  the  Town  of  Hampton,  one  Superior  Court  and  one  Inferior  Court 
and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  Town  of  Exeter,  one 
inferior  Court  .and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  town  of 
Londonderry  yearly.  As  to  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  referred  to 
further  consideration.     By  order  of  y  Com""*-. 

D.  Warner. 


Saturday  Sept.  19"\  1767. 

[p.  159.]  The  House  took  into  consideiation  the  Report  of 
the  Cora'"  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  tliree  Counties  and 

Voted  that  said  Report  be  accepted  and  that  Nottingham 
West,  Litchtield  and  Derrylield  be  added  to  the  Western  County, 
It  appearing  most  convenient  for  them,  and  that  a  Bill  be  drawn 
up  acconlinglv.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Toppan. 


Tuesday,  Sept'.  22''  1767. 

Mr.  Sec"  Brot  from  tlie  Board  the  Petition  of  Sundry  In- 
habitants of  Hampton  Falls  praying  to  be  .excused  from  paying 
to  Mr.  Wingate  the  settled  minister  and  to  enable  Ihem  to  raise 
monev  to  support  their  own  minister.     [A  hearing  granted.] 

[p.  16U.]  P.  M. 

Tlie  House  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of  sundry 
Inhabitants  of  Xew  Ipswich  Praying  for  a  Com"'''  to  settle  a  place 
tor  erecting  a  meeting-house  in  s'^  Town,  and  the  petitioners 
beini;  heard  thereon  and  also  a  Com"*"  on  behalf  of  the  town 
against  tl»e  Petition  it  appears  that  sending  a  Com"^''  will  be  the 
most  likely  to  settle  i)eace  in  Said  Town,  Therefore 

Voted  That  Col"  John  Goffe,  John  Hale  &  James  Underwood 
Esqi"!*.  be  a  Com"'"  to  Determin  the  most  suitable  place  for 
erecting  a  meeting-House  in  said  Town,  and  to  make  Report  to 
the  <Ten'  Ass'"  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Wiggin. 
[Concurred.] 


1767. 
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Weclnesdiiy,  Sept.  •23^  1767. ' 

Whei'oas  by  cliange  of  circumstunces  in  sevei-al  places  that  |)ay 
ft  Province  tax  and  in  Several  places  hei'etofore  exempted  from 
Buch  tax,  a  new  Proportion  is  necessary,  Theretbre 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  or  the  major  part  of  them  or  others 
by  them  appointed  at  the  charge  of  the  Town  Parish  or  District 
whereto  they  respectively  belong  shall  take  an  Inventory  of  the 
Ratable  Estates  of  the  Towns  Parishes  and  Districts  tbllowing, 
viz. 


Portsmoutli 

Dover 

Hampton 

Exeter 

New  Castle 

Rye 

Kingstown 

Newington 

Stratham 

Londonderry 

Greenland 

Durham 

Lee 

New  Mai-ket 

South  Hampton 

Hinsdale 

Winchester 

Walpoie 

Charlestown 

Westmoreland 

Epsom 

Sandown 

Hawke 

Peterbourough  Slip 

Concord 

Weare 

Hillsborrough 

Number  One 


Plastow 

Hampstead 

Salem 

Pelham 

Summers  worth 

Hollis 

Dunstable 

Merrimack 

Monson 

Chester 

Litchfield 

Nottmgham  West 

Rochester 

Barrington 

Hampton  Falls 

Nottingham  • 

Brentwood 

Bedford 

Dublin 

Plymouth 

Gilman  Town 

Candia 

Raymond 

Poplin 

Deertield 

Stevens  Town 

Haverill 

Plaintiold 

Keen 


Derry  field 

Canterbury 

Nortli  Hampton 

East  Kingstown 

New  Town 

Kensington 

Windham 

Bow 

Epping. 

Gosport 

Boscawin 

Dunbarion 

New  Boston 

Gofis  Town 

Pembrook 

Amherst 

Lindsborrough 

Swansey 

Clairmont 

Gilsome 

Sanborn  Town 

Atkinson 

Rowley  Canada 

Number  Six  in  the  line 

of  Towns 
New  Hopkin  Town 
Wilton 
New  Ipswich 
Peter  Borrough 
Cornish  (1) 


Which  Inventory  shall  be  taken  in  the  month  of  December 
Next  In  the  following  kind  of  Estate,  all  Male  Polls  from  sixteen 
years  old  &  upwards,  all  Slaves  male  and  Female  Exceeding 
sixteen  years  old,  all  orchard  arable  Medow  &  Pasture  Land  ac- 
counting so  much  pasture  land  as  will  sumer  a  cow  four  acres,  all 
Horses  Mares  and  Colts  Distinguishing  the  difference  of  yeare 
from  one  to  four  years  old,  all  oxen  Cows  and  young  Cattle  Dis- 
tinguishing their  age  as  above  Express'd  for  Horses,  all  mills  and 
the  yearly  rent  thereof,  yearly  repairs  thereof  being  deducted  in 
the  judgment  of  the  persons  taking  said  Inventory,  that  the  Per- 
sons taking  said  Inventory  shall  take  an  oath  to  be  administered 
by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  said  Province  that  they  have  faith- 


(1)  This  name   seems  to  have  been  omitted  in  the  record,  but   is  found  in  another 
list.  —  Ed. 
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fully  &  Iinpartially  made  said  Inventory  which  shall  be  returned 
^vith  the  said  Inventory  into  the  Secretary's  office  at  or  before  the 
first  day  of  February  Anno  Domini  1768. 

Further  voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  oldest  adjoynina: 
Town  to  anv  Town  Parish  or  Distinct  where  no  Selectmen  are 
shall  take  Inventory  of  such  Town  Parish  or  Districts  Return  the 
same  as  aforesaid  for  which  they  shall  be  p;iid  an  adequate  Reward 
on  then*  Account  being  exhibited  to  and  allowed  by  the  General 
Assembly  out  of  the  Province  Treasury.  And  further  Voted, 
That  the'  Sec-  send  a  copy  of  this  vote  to  the  Selectmen  oi  the 
several  Towns  Parishes  and  Districts  above  mentioned  ;U  the 
public  charge. 

Sent  up  Sept  24"'  by  Col''  Gntfe.     [Concurred.]  (1) 
[p.  162.]     Mr.  Sec^   Bro't  from  the  Board    the   Report   of  tlie 
Com"*  Respecting  Dividing  the  Province  into  three  Counties  with 
the  vote  of  the  House  thereon  accepting  said  Report  upon  which 
the  Council  passed  the  following  vote,  vi/. 

In  Council  Sep'  23",  17tj7. 

Read  it  <  'ouourred  so  tar  as  Relates  to  the  lines  for  Dividing  the  Province 
into  three  Coimlies:  but  the  (Jouncil  cannot  with  Honour  Joyu  with  the 
Hon''''"  Assembly  in  voting  the  constituting  and  Establishing  of  the  Courts 
and  the  times  and  places  of  their  sitting  in  the  several  Counties  Proposed,  a» 
that  would  be  an  Infringement  on  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  vested 
bv  his  Majesty's  (.'ommission  in  his  Excellency  with  advice  of  his  Ma.jesty'.'* 
Council,  &  with  whom  the  Intire  Right  of  such  nominations  &  appointments 
••onstitutionally  appertain. 

William  Parker,  Tho'  Westbrook  Waldron  &  Meshech  Weare 
Esq"*  were  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  in  order  to  get  the 
Places  for  holding  the  Courts  in  the  second  Counties  settled. 


Tliursday  Sep'  24'"  1767. 

[p.  168.]  Mr.  Sec-'"  bro't  from  the  Board  the  Act  granting  a 
Lottery  for  building  a  Pier  or  bason  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals  and  said 
the  Councill  tho't  the  managers  appointed  by  the  Act  ought  to  be 
under  oath,  which  by  the  Act  they  were  not  obliged  to  :  and  Pro- 
posed that  amendment  to  he  made.  The  House  considering  the 
amendment  proposed  agreed  that  it  be  made,  which  being  made 
the  Act  was  sent  to  the  Board  again. 

[p.  164.]  Whereas  by  the  Establishment  of  the  Lawfull  money 
of  this  Province  the  tines  Imposed  by  the  Acts  &  Laws  forcomit- 
ting  the  offences  thereby  respectively  forbidden  or  neglecting  the 
dutv  so  enjovned  become  unequal  to  the  true  intrinsic  value  of 
the  Sum  so  fixed  whereby  the  meaning  &  Intent  of  the  said  Laws 
will  be  mistaken  if  the  said  fines  or  forfeitures  should  be  demanded 

( 1 1  See  List  of  Ratable  hVtares.  «.ti-.,  A'-conling  to  returns  :ui  above,  uiuler  luarg.  puge 
218  in  this  volume.— Ed. 
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«fe  taken  in  lawthH  inoin;y  acconling  to  the  noniinal  Siua,  for  pre- 
venting whereof  it  is  necessary  that  an  authoritative  Declaration 
should  be  tnade  of  an  Ecjuivalent  to  said  fines  &  forfeitures  in 
lawful  money,  Therefore 

Resolved  '&  Voted,  That  the  fines  &  forfeitures  mentioned  in 
the  several  Acts  referrM  to  in  the  Schedule  hereto  annexed  con- 
taining five  pages  be  taken  in  the  sums  therein  set  down  as  an 
Equivalent  in  Lawful  niony  until  a  further  Provision  &  direction 
be  made  &  given  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  Parker. 

Mr.  Sec*'  Brot  from  the  Board  the  following  Resolve,  viz. 

In  Council,  Sept.  25"',  1767. 

Whereas  the  Piiper  Bills  iieretofore  issued  on  the  Ci'edit  of  this  Province 
by  the  several  Acts  for  issuing  the  same  are  to  be  Redeemed  and  paid  into 
the  Treasury  &  Burnt  by  the  2.">"'  of  December  next:  and  whereas  there  are 
some  of  the  several  Emissions  still  extant  and  passing  as  a  currency,  and  it 
[p.  105.]  being  expedient  to  Notify  the  Possessors  of  such  bills  that  their 
currency  will  cease  and  be  determined  on  the  said  26'''  of  December  next 
and  that  seasonable  Provision  may  be  made  tor  the  exchanging  the  said  Bills, 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  Draw  Bills  of  Exchange  on  the 
Agent  be  and  herel)y  are  Impowered  and  Directed  to  Draw  Bills  tor  Silver 
and  Gold  and  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  Redeeming  all 
the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  and  cause  all  such  Silver  and  (xold  to  be  put  into  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 'impowered  and  liirecteil 
to  Exchange  the  s.iid  Silver  6c  Gold  for  the  said  liills  in  order  to  their  being 
burnt  asireeable  to  the  several  Acts  tor  emitting  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  Notice  hereof  may  be  Printed  in  the  New  Hampshire  (Gazette. 

T.  Atkinson,  Jan.,  Sec>'. 

Which  Resolve  being  consider'd  by  the  House  a  verbal  mes- 
sage was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk  to  this  purpose,  viz. 
The  House  apprehend  that  by  their  vote  of  the  15"'  of  May  Last 
the  Com'^^  are  fully  Impowered  to  Draw  Bills  for  the  whole 
money  at  home  that  they  think  it  best  that  the  sinking  the  Ster- 
ling Bills  should  be  finished  first ;  That  by  the  last  Supply  Bill 
Provision  was  made  for  Exchanging  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Paper  Bills,  and  if  that  Provision  should  not  prove  sufficient  it 
might  afterwards  be. better  ascertained  and  Remedied  than  now, 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Nevin  and  Mr.  Warner  came  from  the 
Board  with  the  vote  for  a  grant  to  his  Excellency  and  said  that 
the  Board  tho't  said  vote  not  sufficient  but  that  it  ought  to  be  a 
grant  by  Act  and  during  his  administration.  That  altho'  we  had 
said  there  was  expectation  of  his  haWng  a  salary  settled  tT-om 
home,  if  that  should  be  it  would  be  so  guarded  by  Instructions  as 
to  prevent  his  Receiving  any  Rew.ard  from  Assembly.  That  a 
naked  vote  of  the  Assembly  could  not  reach  any  tnoney  in  the 
Treasury  Placed  there  under  the  Province  Seal  and  fully  appro- 
priated. The  Council  were  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  by  an  Act 
as  it  had  been  for  the  late  Governor  so  appropriated  that  he 
might  have  a  permanent  Salary  during  his  administration. 

The  House  sent  a  verbal  message  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Parker, 
10 
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Mr.  Waldron  and  the  Clerk  in  Answer  to  the  above  message,  viz. 
The  House  are  disposed  to  pay  all  Regard  to  the  things  men- 
tioned by  the  Hon'''*  Council  but  we  are  now  but  a  thin  House, 
many  of  the  members  being  gone  home,  and  agreeable  to  the 
Rule's  of  their  proceeding  they  could  not  so  properly  determine  on 
those  things  now. 


Saturday  Sept.  26,  1767. 

[p.  166.]  Mr.  Pierce  bro't  from  the  Board  the  following  Mess* 
from  his  Excellency,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

As  the  business  more  immediately  before  the  Gen'  Ass'",  appears  to  l>e 
Drawing  near  a  conclusion  I  have  it  to  Recommend  to  the  Hon'^'t  House  that 
they  consider  and  fix  my  Establishment  being  a  matter  now  regularly  before 
them  and  equally  important  to  all  concerned.  From  this  measure  having 
been  some  time  since  Recommended,  I  am  in  expectation  that  the  usual 
application  of  the   Hon'''*  House   will  soon  Determine  it  in  wisdom  and 

Honor. 

J'  Wektworth. 

Council  Chamber 
Sep'.  W^  1767. 

£p.  167.]    The  House  adjourned  [from  day  to  day]  till 


Wednesday,  Sept.  30'"  1767. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency's  Mes- 
sage Relative  to  settling  his  Salary,  after  which  the  House  came 
to  the  following  — 

Vote,  That  the  Sum  of  seven  hundred  Pounds  Lawful  money 
pr  Annum  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to  his  Excellency  John 
Wentworth  E8q^  the  Governor  of  this  Province  for  his  salary 
During  the  time  of  his  continuance  in  said  office  to  be  Drawn  by 
him  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Province  from  the  money  that 
shall  be  there  Raised  by  the  Excise  on  Spirituous  liquors,  if  suf- 
ticient,  but  if  not  the  Deficiency  to  be  paid  out  of  their  money  in 
the  treasury  and  drawn  half  yearly.  And  that  the  Excise  for  the 
future  be  fanned  out  or  Collectors  appointed  as  the  Governor, 
Council  and  Assembly  shall  order :  Unless  provision  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  said  salary  is  or  shall  be  made  by  Parliament  or 
otherways  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  an  Act  be  drawn  and  Pass'd 
for  this  purpose  before  the  foregoing  Vote  was  sent  up. 

[p.  168.]  A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk  to 
Desire  to  withdraw  the  vote  sent  to  the  Board  for  his  Excel- 
lency's Salary  for  one  year  as  the  House  had  Pass'd  a  vote  for 
setling  his  Salary. 
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The  vote  for  setling  his  Excellency's  Salary  was  sent  to  the 
Board  by  the  Clerk  with  a  message  that  the  House  expected  the 
vote  tor  his  allowance  for  one  year  to  be  Return'd. 

P.  M. 

Mr.  President  Col°  Warner  and  Mr.  Sec^  came  fi-om  the  Board 
with  the  vote  of  the  House  for  setling  his  Excellency's  Salary  and 
prepared  some  amendments  to  be  made  in  the  form  of  the  Expres- 
sion relative  to  the  Salary  being  setled  from  home  and  for  ascer- 
taining what  the  Excise  is  to  be. 


Thursday  Oct'  1"  1767. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  vote  of  the  House  of  yes- 
terday bro't  h'om  the  Board  and  afler  consideration  thereof  the 
House  made  the  first  alteration  proposed  by  the  Council  and  the 
vote  was  sent  up  to  the  Board  again. 

The  House  taking  under  further  consideration  the  aifair  of  set- 
ling  the  Governor's  Salary  it  was  moved  to  be  put  to  vote  whether 
the  House  would  pass  the  vote  for  setling  his  Excy  Salary  leaving 
out  the  clause  for  a  Com'"*  to  be  chosen  by  the  Gen'  Ass'"  to  f;irm 
the  Excise,  which  motion  being  considered  and  Debated  it  was 
put  to  vote  and  it  passed  in  y"  negative.        • 

[p.  169.]  P.  M. 

A  motion  was  made  for  Reconsideriiig  the  vote  respectins:  the 
Governor's  salary  which  was  put  in  the  forenoon  and  passed  in  the 
Negative,  which  motion  being  considered  it  was  put  to  vote 
whether  the  House  would  Reconsider  said  vote  and  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  matter  being  further  Debated  whether  the  vote  for  setling 
the  Governor's  Salary  leaving  out  the  clause  tor  a  Com""*  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Governor  Councill  and  Assembly  to  farm  the  Excise 
should  pass  or  not,  it  was  put  to  vote  and  Passed  in  the  Negative  : 
and  a  verbal  message  was  sent  to  inform  his  Excellency  that  the 
House  could  not  see  their  way  clear  to  pass  sucli  a  vote. 


[p.  170.]  Saturday  Oct'V,  1767. 

Mr.  Livius,  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Rindge  came  fi-om  the  Board 
with  the  Act  for  Establishing  a  Table  of  Fees  and  Inform'd  the 
House  that  the  Council  could  not  Pass  the  Act  as  it  now  stood. 
That  they  tho't  it  would  be  best  that  it  should  be  properly  pre- 
pared in  the  Recess  of  the  Court  and  recommended  the  choosing 
a  Com'*"  of  both  Houses  for  this  j)urpose  and  left  the  Act  in  the 
House,  (a). 
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(a)  Votes,  iioc's,  bills  &c.  passed  hy  the  Hoiwe  ami  ooiicurred   liy  Council 
from  Aug.  IS"*  to  Oct  •2<<  1767. 

Jonr.  C.  «fc  Assem. 

Petition  of  Elizabeth  >[oulton's  for  relief,  Sec.  lirauted. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  NVw  Ipswich  for  committee  to  locate  a  meetina 
house. 

Petition  of  .James  Kelsey  for  liberty  to  tile  a  complaint  at  -Sup"^  Court. 

Petition  of  Ichabo<l  Denbo  for  lil>erty  to  revive  a  suit —  granted. 

Petition  of  Sam'  Elliott  for  allowance  ^dismissed. 

Petition  of  John  Tibbetts,  to  renew  action  at  Inf^  Court  —  stranted. 

Petition  of  Anniis  Camell  — dismissed. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  westerly  part  of  Plaistow  to  form  a  new  Parish  — 
granted. 

J.imes  Dwyer  acc=  for  Expresses,  allowed  .50.s  in  full. 

Petition  of  Stephen  Thing  to  make  partition  of  certain  land  —  granted. 

Bill  to  dissolve  the  marriiige  of  Wfn.  Barrell  with  Martlia  Langdon. 

Bill  for  regulating  the  management  of  swine. 

Petition  of  John  Tu«*ker  tor  liberty  to  bring  forward  a  complaint,  Jirc. 

Bill  for  relief  of  Prisonei-s  for  debt —  passed. 

Bill  for  relief  of  Idiots  and  distracteil  persons  —  passed. 

Major  Titcomb  allowed,  for  sundry  inlistments,  £l'J:  10. 

Petition  ot  George  Jackman  jun.  and  Tiioinas  Carter  of  l)osca\ven  to  col- 
lect money,  ifec.  — granted. 

Bill  for  settlement  of  Estate  of  Aaron  Davis,  .Moses  Davis  ife  Delivt^rance 
Davis  among  heirs. 

Ace'  of  Daniel  Pierc'.  allow^'d  SltJ:  12:  t'>  for  Books. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Tasli  and  Thomas  Chester  to  promote  settlement  of 
New  Durham. 

Petition  of  Ann  Kos.-<  on  arcount  of  ilifticulties  with  her  husband — hear- 
ing deferred. 

Petition  of  Moses  Barron  and  Wm.  Peai)ody  respecting  lands  in  AmluMst^ 
hearing  granted. 

Bill  for  a  Lottery  at  Isles  of  Shoals  for  buildim;  a  pier  ifec. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Marden  A  others  to  l)e  polled  off  to  Rye  — disallowed 
by  Council. 

Petition  of  Nathan  Howe,  a  debtor  to  the  Province,  for  time  to-ilischarg« 
the  debt  —  granted  one  year. 

Ace'  of  Capt.  Michael  Pureed  for  expenses  in  the  ease  of  John  Swinson. 
allowed  £5()  Proc.  money. 

Mr.  Sec^  c:vnie  into  tlie  House  ami  by  Ills  Kvcelk'ncys  Direction 
a<ljourne<l  the  Gen^  Ass'"  to  Tues<l.ay  the  lo'"  day  of  Decemb^ 
next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Alt'.  M,  Weave,  Clk, 
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List  <)t'  iiieuibeis  according  to  ceititieate  of  attendance,  by  the 
Clerk,  from  July  1,  to  Oct.  3,  1767. 


Exeter. 
Portsmouth 

Hampton 
Hamptoji  K;ills, 
Dover 

Exeter, 

New  Castle 
& 

Kye. 
Kingston. 
Xewinpton, 
Stratbara. 
Londonderry, 
Greenland, 
Durham, 
Newmarket. 
South  Hampton, 
Chester, 

Plastow 

& 
Hampstead 
Salem 

& 
Pelham 

Summers  worth, 
Holies 

Dunstable 
Merrimack 

Monson 

Nottingham 

& 
Litchtield 

Kensington, 

Rochester. 

Barrington, 

Amherst 

& 
Bedford 


Hon'''«  Peter  Oilman,  E8<|. 

(  William  Parker,  Esq. 
;  Mr.  John  Sherburne 
f  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe 

\  Col"  Jona.  Moulton,  Es(i. 
(  Chris^J  Toppan.  Esq. 

Meshech  Weare,  Es(|. 

j  Tho^  W'  Waldron,  Esq. 
I  Capt,  Howard  Henderson 
Capt.  John  Giddings 

S  Thos.  Bell,  Esq. 

J  Richard  Jenness,  8*'  Eai\. 

Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq. 
Maj"^  Rich"!  Downing,  Esq. 
jAn<l'  Wiggin,  Esq. 
MCol"  Sam'  Barr,  Esq. 
Col"  Clem'  March,  Esq, 
Doc''  Eben""  Thompson 
Lt.  John  Burley 
Capt.  Eliphalet  Merrill 
John  Webster,  Esq. 

<  Capt.  John  Carltoii 


'  Maj.  Joseph  Wright 
CoU'  John  Wentworth 
[  DoC  John  Hale 

Capt.  John  Chamberlin 


\.,: 


I 


inies  Underwood,  Esq. 


Capt.  Bzekiel  Worthen 
Dea.  James  Knowle.-* 
Mr.  Jon^  Church 


) 


Col"  John  Gotte 


I>ar8  Attendance. 
44 
41 
43 
44 

21 
36 

45 

44 

26 

27 

37 
46 

38 
45 
40 
27 
42 
44 
22 
29 
43 

33 

U 

20 

;w 
;» 

32 

44 

38 

.30 

37 


Mem".    Es(|'   Underwood  to  )>«  allow'd  one  day  service  travil  30  milss, 
besides  travil  to  Court. 
Col"  Goffe  for  Do. 

Capt.  Waldron  &  Cob'  Wentworth  to  be  allowed  each  one  day  travil. 
Col'  Hale  to  be  allowed  a  travil  between  the  •JO-''  &  28"'  of  Sept. 
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[p.  185.]  A  Jof'rnall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  Xeio  Hampshire  at  a  Sessio7i  held  Feb. 
lO/A  1768,  brj  adjournment. 

Wednesday  Fe\y  10"'  1768. 
Met  and  adjourned,  till 

Thursday  Fely  ll'M768. 

A  message  was  sent  to  his  Excellency  by  Col"  Goffe,  Mr. 
Shea'fe  andthe  Clerk,  to  inform  him  there  was  a  Quorum  of 
the  House  met,  who  made  return  that  they  had  Deliver'<i  the 
message. 

The  President  of  the  Council  bro't  down  from  the  Board  the 
following  Report  of  the  Com"'*  for  telling  money  in  the  Treasury 
to  be  burat,  viz. 

Province  of  New  Hamps'  Feby  S'"  1768. 

The  Com'^  appointed  by  vote  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  to  tell  over  and 
fleceive  from  the  Treasurer  Such  Sums  as  might  be  in  the  Treasury  to  be 
burnt  agreeable  to  the  Several  Acts  for  Emitting  the  Same  have  accordingly 
accompled  and  Received  from  Mr.  Treasurer  Jatfrey  the  following  sums,  viz. 

Of  the  IS'  Emission 
2<i 

■.3«» 

4th 

5"i 

6"> 

7«i. 

9111 

Sterling  for  Bills  of  Exchange. 

[p.  186.1  We  have  also  Received  in  Canada  and  Crown  Point  Bills 
Received  by  the  Treasurer  as  Tax  for  the  year  1760  four  thousand  six 
hundred  twenty  six  Pounds  seven  shillings  &  six  pence  new  Tenor;  also  five 
hundred  and  ninety  eight  Pounds  twelve  shillings  &  Nine  Pence  New  Tenor 
as  arrearages.  We  have  also  Received  in  Sterling  Bills  for  arrearages  of  taxes 
twenty  seven  Pounds  six  shillings  &  nine  Pence  Sterling:  all  which  sums  we 
have  locked  up  in  the  Province  Strong  Box  and  now  waits  the  order  of  the 
Gen'  Aisembly. 

Tho''  Atkinson     ) 

John  Sherburne  /  Com'** 

Jacob  Sheafe       )    • 

Mr.  President  also  moved  to  the  House  That  a  Com"'''  might  be 
chosen  to  examine  the  Agents  acco'''  and  the  acco'*  of  the  Com""' 
for  drawing  Bills  on  the  agent  &,c. 

The  House  consid<-ring  the  motion  for  choosing  a  Com""-' 
Voted  That  Christopher  Toppan  Esq.  Mr.  .Jacob  Sheafe  and 
Capt.  John  Giddings  be  a  Com'*'*  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such 
as  may  be  appoijited  by  the  Hon''"'  the  Council  to  examine  the 
acco"  of  the  Agent  for  this  Province  at  the  Court  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  also  the  accompts  of  the  Coni"'*  for  drawing  Bills  on  the 
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Province  agent  and  make  Report  to  the  General  Assembly  as 
.soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Dea.  Knowles.  [Concurred,  and 
the  Hon""  Peter  Livius,  .Jona.  Warner  &  Daniel  Rindge,  Esqs 
joined.] 

Journ.  C.  &  Assm,  Feb.  lO'i  1768.  The  petition  of  Colonel  Josepli  Speu- 
cer  et  alii  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  &  great  Cohoss  and  sundry  other  places 
in  this  Province,  Praying  a  road  may  be  cut  from  New  Holdeiiiess  or  MouJ- 
tonboro'  thro'  the  Woods  to  the  upper  Cohoss  aforesaid,  &c.  Read  and  sent 
down. 

Mr.  Secretary  brot  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  David  Page 
and  others  Praying  that  a  Com'"  may  be  appointed  to  Lay  out  a 
Road  to  the  upper  Cohoss  at  the  Publiek  Expence  &c. 


[p.  187.]  Frydry  Feb'  12"'  1768. 

Mr.  Sec'  bro't  from  his  Excellency  the  governor  the  order  from 
his  Majesty  in  Council!  for  Repealing  an  Act  of  this  Province 
Entituled  "  An  Act  tor  ascertaining  what  Places  may  send  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Gen'  Assemblv." 


[p.  18S.]  Saturday  Feb?  13'"  1768. 

Proy.  of  N.  Hamp^  Feb.  13•^  1767,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives The  House  having  taken  under  consideration  the 
Petition  of  Daniel  Jones  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Hinsdale  in 
this  Province  Representing  that  part  of  said  Town  by  his  Maj- 
esty's late  order  had  fallen  into  the  Province  of  New  York  & 
thereby  near  half  of  the  Polls  &  Rateable  Estates  of  said  Town 
were  now  in  that  Province  by  which  the  whole  of  the  Province 
Tax  fell  upon  that  part  of  said  Town  which  remained  in  this 
Province  and  praying  that  so  much  of  the  said  Tax  might  be 
remitted  as  would  have  Ijeen  paid  by  the  Polls  &  E.states  so  taken 
[p.  189.]  oft"  from  said  Town,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  affair  find  that  for  the  cause  aforesaid  there  ought  to 
be  remitted  to  said  Town  the  sum  of  Two  pounds  six  shillings 
lawful  money  &  thiiteen  I'ounds  sixteen  shillings  New  Tenor  bills 
of  Credit  of  said  Province  —  their  Prov"  Tax  for  the  year  1765, — 
the  sum  of  Iavo  pounds  foui-teen  shillings  &  six  pence  Lawful! 
money,  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds  thirteen  shillings  &  six  pence 
new  Tenor  for  the  year  17G6,  and  tlie  sum  of  three  pounds  four- 
teen shillings  &  three  pence  Lawt'uU  money  for  the  year  1767, 
which  having  been  considered  therefore, 

V<jted  That  the  said  -jeverai  sums  be  allowM  remitted  &  Dis- 
counted with  the  said  Town  of  Hinsdale  of  which  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Province  is  to  take  due  notice  tt  settle  with  the  said  Town 
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accordingly,  whicli  shall  be  allowed  to  him  in  liis  account  with 
the  Province  :  And  fiiithei-  as  it  appears  that  the  proportion  of 
Rateable  Estate  cfc  Polls  so  taken  off  from  said  Town  is  two-tit'ths, 
therefore  it  is  considered  &  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  in  issuing 
his  future  warrants  observe  the  same  &  conform  the  same  accord- 
ingly till  a  new  proportion  shall  be  made.  Sent  up  by  Col" 
Moulton.     [Concurr'd.] 

U[ton  reading  the  Petition  of  Moses  Baron,  William  Peabody, 
Collectors  for  the  Proprietors  of  Souhegan  West,  Num'  3,  lately 
so  called,  Xow  Audierst  —  It  appearing  that  the  several  matters 
set  forth  in  the  Peiition  and  with  which  they  are  connected  are 
numerous  &  too  tedious  to  be  examined  in  this  House,  and  many 
matters  of  e\  idence  not  to  be  had  here,  and  it  may  be  necessarr 
to  have  rei-ourse  to  the  Records  at  Amherst,  Therefore  Ordered 
that  all  the  aforesaid  matters  atid  things  be  referred  to  .Tonathiui 
Lovewell,  E(iward  (Toldston  Lutwich  Esq"  and  Mr.  Saniuel 
Pattin  to  examine  and  tully  state  the  case  as  they  shall  timi  it 
upon  considering  all  the  evidence  that  shall  be  produced  by  the 
Petitioners  and  any  concern \1  in  support  of  the  Petition  or  in 
answer  to  it,  and  present  such  state  to  the  gen'  assm.  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Tlie  Petition  with   a  copy  of  the  above  vote  was   delivere<l  to 
the  Petitioners. 


Tuesday,  Feb^'  16"^  1768. 

[p.  19<>.]   Province  of  )         In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
New  Hamp^  v  Feb  16'"  1768. 

Whereas  by  .i  Chuise  in  the  hist  supply  Bill  there  was  grante<l 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  to  Redeem  the  Bills  of  Credit 
then  outstamling,  which  proves  insufficient:  Therefore, 

Voted  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Province  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  receive  any  furtiier  sum  of  said  Bills  that  shall  be 
offered  and  duly  Broi  into  the  Treasury  which  shall  be  allow'd  to 
him  in  hi>  next  accompt  with  the  Province.  Sent  up  by  ^laj. 
Wright.     [Concurie<l.] 


Thursday,  Feb.  1S'»^  176S. 

[p.  VJ'I.I     The   Petition  of  sundry  persons    for  a    road   to   I)e 
looked  out  tfec.  to  the  upper  Cohoss  was'read  and   ordered  to  lay, 
for  turther  consideration.     Adjourned,  till 

Frvdav,  Feb^'  l!»'h  176S. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the   House  a  Letter  he   lieceived    from 
the  Sjieaker  of  the  House  of  Reprt-sentatives  of  the   Province  of 
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the  Mas.s;K•lul^^ctts  Bay,  re-spectintj  measures  |)r()i)er  to  be  takt-ii  ;it 
this  critical  time  —  which  was  i'ea<l.  ami  is  on  tile.  (1) 

[p.  lUo.]  The  Committee  apiiointe'l  to  Determine  the  most 
suitable  I'laee  for  P^rectiug  a  meetinn'  house  in  the  Town  of 
Ipswich  make  Re[)ort,  That  the  Place  where  the  meetini;  house 
now  is  in  said  Town  is  the  best  situati(>n  tor  it  to  be  continued  in, 
will  best  accommodate  the  Town  and  be  most  aijreeable  to  the 
Ljieatest  part  ot  the  Inhabitntits :  which  Report  bein;^  considered, 

Voted,  That  it  beacce])ted  and  the  place  for  setting  the  meeting 
House  in  sai<l  Ipswich  estal)lished  agreeable  thereto:  And  further 
Voted,  'I'hat  the  accompt  ot'  said  Com''"'  for  their  time  and  ex- 
pense in  that  business  amountiny:  to  three  Pounds  sixteen  shilliiiLrs 
Law'  Money  be  allowed  and  paid  them  by  the  Selectmen  of  said 
Ipswich  who  are  directed  to  assess  the  Inhabitants  for  the  same. 
Sent  up  by  Doc'  Bartlett.     [Concurred.] 

Mr.  Livius  bro'ttrom  the  Board  the  ace'  of  the  Com"'*  for  Draw- 
ing on  the  agent  in  London,  with  the  Kepoit  of  the  Com"''  tor 
Examining  the  same  as  tbllows,  vi/. 

The  Com*"'  charge  themselves  wiUi  the  amount  oC  sundry  Bills  of  Exehaui^e 
Drawn  by  them  on  the  Agent  Treoothick  agreeable  to  the  Acts  and  Onlers  of 
the  Gen'  Asserablv  Between  the  14"'  day  of  May  17(JT  and  the  .3''  liayof  Feb' 
17(38  '  £50:^4:5:0 

The  said  Com'«^'  Discharge  themselves  by  the  following  articles,  viz. 

By  sundry  Parcells  of  LSterling  Bills  of  Credit  at  Sundry  times 
Paid  into  the  Treasury  as  by  ace'  of  Particulan*  marked  A<fc 
B.  hen;with  Render' d,  arao'  to  £2843;    0:11 

By  Do.  paid  Do.  in  silver  and  gold  as  articled  in  the  said  Ace' 
of  Particulars  &  in  A  Sc  B.  £819:    7:  0 

[p.  194.1  By  Do,  as  part  of  the  arrearages  due  to  Benning 
Wentworth  Esij.  o'f  sterling  Bills  by  him  deposited  in  the 
Trca^ury  before  the  last  settlem'  for  ace'  of  Particulars  77:  14:  8 

By  Do.  snpply'd  the  Treasury  to  enable  him  to  comply  with 
the  votes  of  Assembly  in  Discharging  two  separate  votes  of 
tlie  Assembly  for  different  allowances  made  his  Exc-'  the  (tO» 
as  pr  Ace'  A.  8(X) :    .i  :  0 

By  Do.  Bills  of  Exchange  in  favour  of  Benning  Wentworth, 
Esq.  his  Ballance  of  the  Bills  paid  by  him  into  the  Treasury 
before  the  late  settlement  of  Ace'*  as  pr  Ace'  of  Particulars 
marked  B  157:  19:4 

By  Interest  allow'd  the  Possessors  of  the  said  Bills  on  the  saiii 
S''  several  sums  paid  into  the  Treasury  and  in  Pursuance 
thereof  '  33^ :  18 :  1 


Errors  excepted  this  19"^  F(>b'  17t58 

Pr.         Tlief  Atkinson.  Chairman, 
[vouched  for  by  Committee.  1 


£oOU:    .•):U 


il>  Tliis  linter  cinriot  ii.<w  hi'  fmii'l.  —  Kl>. 
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Fryday  Feb^'  19"^  1768.  p.  m. 

The  house  this  Day  took  under  consideration  the  vote  of  the- 
Hon"'"  his  Majesty's  Councill  of  the  23'*  of  Sep^  Last  concurring 
in  part  with  the  vote  of  the  House  of  the  19"'  of  the  same  month 
accepting  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  Relating  to 
[p.  195.]"  the  Division  of  the  Province  into  three  Counties,  the- 
Boundaries  of  those  Counties  with  the  times  and  Places  of  hold- 
ing the  several  Courts  of  Justice  in  each  :  which  vote  had  been' 
past  over  thro'  hurry  and  mistake.  The  House  observe  with  Re- 
<n-ett  the  non-concurrence  aforesaid  and  suppose  the  Reason  given 
tor  it  in  the  vote  is  taken  from  a  Paragi-aph  in  the  Governor's 
Commission  authorizing  him  with  the  advise  and  consent  of  Coun- 
cill to  erect,  constitute  and  establish  such  and  so  many  Courts  of 
Judicature  and  Public  Justice  within  our  said  Province  and  Plan- 
tation as  he  with  the  advise  aforesaid  shall  think  fit  and  necessaiy 
for  the  hearing  and  Determining  of  all  Causes  ;\s  well  Criminal  as 
Civil  &c.  As  riie  House  would  be  far  fi-om  infi-inging  on  the  Pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  or  opposing  any  Powers  Legally  vested  in 
his  Excellency  our  Governor  whom  they  highly  esteem  and  honor  ; 
so  thev  Avould  hope  and  believe  the  Hon''''^  Councill  would  be  as 
far  from  a  Design  or  Desire  to  extend  the  Prerogative  beyond 
the  Legal  Limitations  (which  in  most  cases  are  well  ascertain'd) 
to  Diminish  the  Just  liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  People,  or  to 
introduce  any  approaches  toward  the  appearance  of  a  Dispensing: 
power,  or  superseding  the  Laws  of  the  Province  :  x\s  then  this  is 
a  Point  which  now  falls  fairly  under  consideration  the  House 
would  freely  discuss  the  matter  that  it  may  be  settled  in  a  Legal 
.Hnd  Constitutional  form  : 

The  Paragra])h  to  which  we  Refer  in  the  Commission  was 
inserted  in  the  first  Commission  for  Erecting  a  Goverament  in- 
this  Province,  and  from  the  exigency  of  affairs  was  tlien  abso- 
lutelv  necessary  till  a  Legal  Establishment  of  Courts  of  Justice 
should  take  place ;  and  tho'  perhaps  the  same  Paragraph  has  been 
inserted  in  all  the  succeeding  Commissions,  yet  such  a  power  has 
fiever  been  exercised  -by  any  Governor  of  this  Province  since  the 
Laws  now  in  force  were  passed  for  holding  the  said  Courts  in  the 
town  of  Portsmouth  and  Regulating  their  proceedings.  In  the 
year  1730  three  of  the  Inferior  Courts  were  removed  from 
Portsmouth,  one  to  Exeter,  one  to  Dover,  one  to  Hampton,  and 
.  but  one  held  at  Portsmouth,  but  this  was  done  by  an  Act  Passed 
for  that  purpose;  and  tho'  that  Law  after  about  five  years  Prac- 
tise upon  it  was  Disallowed,  it  was  not  because  those  Courts  were 
Removed  bv  Act  of  Assemblv.  The  Governor  in  the  chair  when 
that  Act  passed  was  full  as  carefuU  of  the  Prerogative  as  his- 
Duty  refjuired,  but  he  never  conceived  it  to  be  an  Invasion  of  the 
Right  of  the  Crown  that  the  Assembly  shouhl  have  a  Voice  in  a 
Virtual  Repeal  of  the  Act  which  had  before  fixed  those  Courts  at 
Portsmouth;    nor   was   the   sai<l   Paragraph  ever   understood  to 
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operate  after  such  a  Legal  Establisliruent  as  aforesaid.  Since  the 
year  1730  four  or  five  Acts  of  Assembly  have  been  pass'd  for 
altering  the  times  of  the  .sitting  of  Courts  in  this  Province,  and 
[p.  190.]  wo  think  it  to  be  plain  that  the  words  Erect,  Constitute 
and  Establish,  have  here  an  original  signitication  of  fixing  those 
Courts  in  the  first  instance.  The  House  is  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  by  Considering  that  they  are  at  present  fixed  at  Ports- 
mouth by  Law,  which  before  they  can  be  Legally  Removed  must 
be  superseded ;  that  this  Law  has  been  in  force  above  sixty  years 
(Except  the  five  years  aforesaid)  and  cannot  be  altered  but  by 
the  same  authority  which  gave  it  being,  without  subverting  in 
this  instance  the  Constitution  of  Government;  And  we  appre- 
hend the  doing  it  by  any  other  authority  would  be  to  assume 
a  Power  of  Dispensing  with  that  Law.  Further  the  House 
understood  the  words  <inder  consideration  in  the  same  limited 
sense  as  the  words  in  another  Paragraph  of  the  Commission  have 
been  &  ought  to  be  understood,  viz.  Where  the  Govei-nor  has  a 
Power  to  Erect  Cities,  Burroughs,  Toims  &c  That  is  where  there 
were  none  before  or  none  under  a  Legal  Incorporation,  and 
taking  the  words  in  this  sense  there  is  no  ground  for  an  accusa- 
tion of  Invading  the  Prerogative ;  nor  for  any  complaint  on  the 
contrary  of  infringing  on  the  Rights  of  the  People.  That  there 
is  no  material  difference  between  the  Right  and  Claim  of  a 
Prerogative  to  fix  the  times  and  Places  of  holdiui;  Courts  in  a 
New  County,  and  of  Erecting  and  Finishing  the  whole  by  the 
same  Power.  Wherefore  as  the  House  apprehend  this  is  an 
interesting  affair  to  their  constituents,  nearly  affects  the  adminis- 
tration of  Justice  (especially  as  to  the  Places)  and  on  which  their 
property  in  a  great  measure  Depends  they  conceive  themselves  in 
Duty  bound  to  Endeavor  to  maintain  the  Priviledge  of  a  voice 
herein  and  think  that  their  silence  would  be  in  effect  Deserting 
the  the  Interest  of  those  they  Represent.  They  think  it  also 
observable  that  as  far  as  they  can  at  present  Discover  the  same 
Power  is  contained  in  Commissions  for  other  Governments,  yet 
New  Counties  have  always  been  erected  by  Acts  of  the  whole 
Legislature.  Wherefore  tlie  House  apprehend  it  to  be  their  Duty 
to  adhere  to  their  former  vote.     Sent  u]»  by  Col"  Wentworth.  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assem.  Fel>>'  ii;3<'  1768.  Tlie  Board  took  under  cou?iidera- 
lioa  the  message  from  the  House  entered  the  20"'  Inst,  relative  to  their  right 
to  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  Courts  in  this  Province,  whicli  messiige 
was  sent  up  in  consequence  of  the  Votes  ot  the  liouse  which  were  non- 
concurred  by  the  Council  the  23''  SeptemlxT  last.  Upon  which  the  following 
Questions  were  put  in  Council,  viz. 

(1)  Whether  the  Board  concurrwi  with  the  s''  messsige  —  and  it  Pass'd  in 
the  Negative. 

{'2^y)  Whether  they  would  adhere  to  tlirir  toriner  vote  —  it  it  PassM  in  th«» 
affirmative. 
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Saturday,  Feb^  •JO"'  176.S. 

[p.  197.]  A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Toppan  to 
Enquire  whether  the  vote  for  the  Treasurer  to  Receive  Bills  of 
Credit  was  concurred  by  y  Council!. 

Mr.  Livius  and  Mr.  Rindge  came  from  the  Board  with  a  verball 
message.  That  the  Councill  apprehended  if  that  vote  passed  there 
woulcf  be  a  Deficiency  in  the  Treasury  for  sinking  them  or  paying 
the  contingencies  of  the  Governm'  which  should  be  provided  for; 
and  left  the  vote  for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  The  House 
took  the  same  into  consideration  and  sent  up  the  vote  to  the 
Councill  with  a  verbal  message  by  Mr.  Parker  And  the  Clerk 
o-ivinij  the  Reasons  why  the  House  apprehended  there  would  be 
sutticiencv  in  the  Treasury. 


[p.  lits.]  Tuesday  Feb-"  !23'»  1768. 

The  President  of  the  Council  and  31r.  Riiidge  came  into  the 
House  and  said  in  answer  to  a  message  from  the  House  on  Satur- 
day last  Respecting  the  vote  for  the  Treasurers  Receiving  Paper 
Bills:  The  Councill  were  willing  for  the  vote  but  were  appre- 
hensive that  there  might  be  a  Deficiency  in  the  Treasury  for  to 
iHiswer  the  demands  that  were  intended  to  be  Pi'ovided  for  and 
sinking  so  much  as  may  be  bro't  in  in  Bills  and  proposed  that, 
That  the  Treasui-er  should  be  Enabled  in  case  it  should  be  necen- 
sarv  to  Issue  Notes  upon  Interest  to  be  Redeemed  by  the  Prov- 
ince, &c. 

In  answer  to  which  message,  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Board 
by  the  Clerk,  Col"  ftotfe.  Col" ""Hale  &  Doc''  Bartlett  to  inform  the 
Councill  That  the  House  are  Disposed  to  Do  what  may  be  neces- 
sary in  that  afl'air:  They  apprehend  that  knowing  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  will  be  a  help  in  judging  of  that  matter,  and  as  soon  as 
that  is  known  the  House  will  take  the  Councill's  message  under 
consideration,  and  act  what  shall  appear  best. 


[i-.  VAl]  Wednesday  Fel/  '24"^  1768. 

Mr.  King  De^^''  Sec^  bro't  from  the  Councill  the  vote  of  this 
House  of  the  IS"'  Instant  Respecting  the  Right  of  the  House  to 
have  a  voice  in  setling  the  times  and  Places  for  holding  the  times 
of  holding  the  Courts  in  the  several  Counties,  with  the  following 
vote  of  C<njncil  thereon,  viz. 

In  Council,  Feb^'  23<<  1768 

Read  iind  iioucurretl.  and  Resolved  that  the  Council  adhere  to  their  former 
voto  of  the  23''  of  Sep'  17G7. 

T.  Atkinson,  juu'  Sec^. 
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Thursday,  FeVy  'Jo'"  17G8. 

Whereas  the  House  by  their  vote  of  the  16"'  Instant  author- 
ized the  Treasurer  of  this  Province  to  Receive  any  and  as  many 
of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  as  should  be  regularly 
Bro't  to  liitn  by  any  Constable  or  Collector  as  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince Taxes  for  the  currant  year  which  it  has  been  tho't  could  not 
be  so  taken  without  danger  that  the  Treasury  would  be  exhauste<l 
by  the  Demands  to  be  satisfied  this  year,  as  the  said  Bills  must  be 
now  Sunk :  But  as  the  House  are  willing  to  make  the  necessary 
supplys  and  think  there  is  no  Danger  of  Drawing  out  all  the^ 
[p.  200.]  money  in  the  Treasury  betbre  such  supplys  may  be 
granted,  and  Refusing  said  Bills  in  the  mean  time  in  the  Treasury 
may  be  heartfull  to  the  People  of  the  Province,  Therefore 

Voted,  That  the  Council  be  requested  to  consider  of  and  con- 
cur the  said  vote  to  Prevent  the  Damage  which  may  otherwise 
Intervene.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Parker,  Col"  Hale  &  Capt.*  Merrill. 


Fryday,  Fel)^  -JH,  1768. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoyse  an  answer  prepared  to  be 
sent  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  the 
Mass"  Bay  to  the  Letter  sent  by  them  to  this  House  and  Com- 
municated by  the  Speaker  on  the  19"',  which  being  read  and  con- 
sidered, 

[p.  201.]     Voted,  That  it  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  in  behalf  of 
the  House  and  sent  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ot  the  Province  of  the  Mass"  Bav.     Copv  of  which  is    on 
file.(l) 

P.  M. 

Mr.  President  of  the  Councill  &  Mr.  .Jatirey  came  from  the 
Board  and  informed  the  House  That  the  vote  for  the  Treasurer's 
Receiving  Bills  of  Credit  into  the  Treasury  from  the  Constables 
was  concur'd  by  the  Councill,  which  the  Council  had  concur'd  in 
expectation  that  the  Flouse  would  make  the  necessary  Provision 
for  sinking  said  Bills,  and  also  sterling  Bills  that  may  be  bro't  to 
the  Treasury,  and  whatever  was  necessary  tor  finishing  the  set- 
tlem'  of  outstanding  Bills  and  also  Sterling  Bills  that  may  be 
bro't  to  the  Treasury,  and  whatever  was  necessary  for  finishing 
the  settlera^  of  outstanding  Bills  Also  Inform'd  the  House  that 
the  Vote  for  a  Com'""  for  settling  the  Treasurers  ace"  and  to  find 
what  Bills  may  be  outstan<ling  &c.  was  concur'd. 

(Uriiis  li'ttiT  laiiiKif  111.'  found. — Kn. 
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Saturday,  Feb.  27,  1768. 

[p.  'iO'iJ  Upon  reading  and  considering  the  petition  of 
James  White  and  Samuel  Kimball  both  of  Atkinson  in  said 
Province  with  several  others  to  have  leave  to  poll  of  from  said 
parish  of  Atkinson  to  the  parish  or  town  of  Plaistow  both  the 
polls  and  Estates,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  parties  concerned 
and  duly  considering  all  circumstances, 

Resolved  and  voted  that  two  of  the  Petitioners  only,  viz,  James 
White  md  Sam'  Kimball  have  liberty  to  poll  off  from  said  Atkin- 
son to  Plaistow  afores''  with  their  familys  &  Estates  both  real  and 
personal,  and  shall  hereafter  be  estimated,  taken  &  adjudged  to 
be  part  of  &  Belung  to  the  said  town  of  Plaistow,  &,  shall  be 
adjudged  liable  &  liable  tfe  subject  to  all  Duties  Taxes  and  orders 
of  said  Town  as  much  as  and  in  the  same  manner  as  other  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town  in  proportion  to  their  estates.  Sent  up  by 
Capt.  Worthen.     [Concurred. ](a) 

(a)  Petitions,  votes,  accts,  &c.  passed  in  the  Jiou.se  concurred  by  Council 
from  Feb.  10'^  to  Feb-^'  29.  lTi>8. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Maclbury,  to  become  a  parish.  Leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  Widow  John  Carr  and  children  for  division  of  estate.  Leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Xew  Hopkintou,  for  a  tax.  on  non-residents  — 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Petition  of  James  McHard,  for  allowance  for  escape  of  Aaron  French,  a 
prisoner,  who  owed  hira  £.38 : 5 : 8.     Granted. 

Petition  of  David  McGregore  for  allowance  of  £28:4:9  &  of  £2: '12: 2  cost 
for  escape  of  Aaron  French  from  prison  —  gi-anted. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Hampstead  for  liberty  to  collect  an  assessment, 
Ac.  granted  a  bearing. 

Rochester  petition  for  tax  on  non-residents  —  a  hearing  granted. 
Hampton  Falls  petition  to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  parish,  granted. 
Petition  for  a  road  from  Durham  Point  to  Durham  Falls  —  hearing  granted. 
Samuel  Oilman,  petition  for  dividing  real  estate  of  the  late  Sarah  Phillips 
among  the  heirs,  &c.  —  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 


[p.  203.]  Tuesday  March  1''  1768. 

Mr.  Livius  came  from  the  Board  and  brot  down  the  act  for 
Establishing  fees  and  informed  the  house  that  his  Exc'  the  Gov- 
ernor Proposed  some  alteration  in  the  Title  and  Preamble  and 
left  a  minit  of  the  alteration  which  he  said  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  Gov'  and  the  Council. 

Re  also  Informed  the  House  that  his  Excellency  tho't  it  would 
be  best  to  Leave  out  the  Xaval  otKcers  fees  as  they  were  Regu- 
lated by  Act  of  Parliament  he  tho't  it  best  no  mention  should  be 
made  of  them  in  this  Act. 
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It  was  put  to  vote  whether  the  House  wouhl  make  the  altera- 
tion proposed  in  the  Title  and  Preainblu  of  the  Act  above  raeu- 
tioned,  aii<l  it  pass'd  in  the  atHrniative. 

It  was  also  put  to  vote  whether  the  Naval  officers  fees  should 
be  continued  as  they  now  stand  in  the  Act,  And  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 


[p.  -204.]  Wednesday  March  -J'*  17GH. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  House  to  Reconsider  their  deter- 
mination of  yesterday  Respecting  the  article  of  the  Naval  officers 
fees  in  the  Act  for  Establishing  Fees,  which  being  put  to  vote 
whether  said  Paragraph  should  be  erased  and  the  Act  sent  up 
again,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Accordingly,  the  paragraph  was  erased,  and  the  date  of  the  act 
altered  to  this  day,  and  sent  up  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Toppan,  Mr. 
Bartlett  and  Mr.  Carlton. 

[Ace'   of   the   Treasurer,   Geo.    JafFrey   Esq.   Audited,   and    ap- 
proved, (a)] 

(a)  Joui'.  C.  &  Assni.  March  !«'  1768.  His  Excellency  gave  his  consent  to 
the  Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  enable  any  Plaiutifi'  in  review  of  an  action  ag''  a 
person  not  an  Inhabitant  nor  having  any  Estate  in  this  Province  which  can 
be  come  at  to  be  attached  to  serve  the  writ  on  the  attorney  or  agent  of  the 
Defendant  named  in  such  writ. 


Thursday  March  3^  1768. 

[p.  '205.]  Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  Saihuel  Huntoon  of 
Nottingham  in  said  Province,  yeoman,  setting  forth  that  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  formerly  the  widow  of  Mattliew  Neeley  Late  of 
aaid  Nottingham  yeoman  Deceas'd  Intestate  leaving  several  chil- 
dren. That  she  had  administered  the  same  and  caused  the 
Residue  after  payment  of  debts  &c.  to  be  distiibuted  and  divided 
as  the  Law  directs.  But  had  made  sundry  debts  originally  Due 
from  the  Intestate  her  own  by  giving  her  own  security  while  she 
was  sole  to  the  Creditor,  who  thereupon  discharged  said  Estate : 
That  by  the  death  of  one  of  said  children  Intestate  without  issue 
after  the  Division  the  part  set  off  to  said  child  came  to  her  the 
said  Margarett,  which  ahe  a  little  before  her  marriage  with  the 
Petitioner  conveyed  to  her  two  surviring  sons  Reserving  to  her- 
self the  use  thereof  during  life  :  That  lately  a  large  Demand  had 
[p.  206.]  been  made  on  the  Petitioner  for  one  of  the  Debts  trans- 
ferred as  aforesaid,  and  therefore  he  prayed  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  Dispose  of  the  Land  so  convey'd  or  that  it  might  be 
so  convey'd  as  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  Petitioner  and  his  wife 
to  Dispose  thereof^  to  Raise  the  money  for  that  purpose,  of  which 
Petition  the  said  sons  had  a  notice  and  liberty  to  be  heard  thereon, 
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:ind  their  mmrdiaii,  they  being  both  minors,  on  their  behalf  agreed 
to  pay  safd  Debts  so' transferred  in  case  the  petitioner  would 
c-onvev  to  thetn  the  said  minors,  the  possession  of  the  land  so 
Reserved,  and  Release  and  convey  all  claim  thereto  by  yirtne  of 
the  said  Reservation,  which  the  Petitioner  and  his  said  wife  might 
have,  which  a<ireeineni  l)eing  accepted  the  said  gnardian  moved 
that  he  miiiht  be  authorized  to  sell  s>^  much  of  said  land  as  there 
mav  be  a  Necessity  of  Doing  to  Discharge  any  such  Debts  and 
Procure  the  immediate  Possession  and  Profit  of  said  Land  to  his 
wards  use,  and  Preserve  the  timber  thereon  from  waste  and 
destruction,  as  well  as  save  the  Remainder  for  their  benefit  —  all 
which  ap{iraisal  to  be  just  and  acquitable,  therefore 

Resolve<l  and  voted.  That  the  said  guardian  viz.  Joseph  Sias. 
Eso'",  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  Impowered  to  take  a  valid 
convevance  of  the  Right  in  said  Land  of  said  petitioner  and  his 
wife,  to  his  wards  in  fee,  that  he  give  security  to  indemnify  the 
Petitioner  agaiust  any  future  and  Present  Demands  tor  any  the 
said  transferred  Debts,  and  also  that  the  said  Gnar<lian  in  case  of 
such  necessity  of  selling  such  part  of  his  said  wards  Land  as* 
aforesaid  and  making  that  appear  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  of 
Wills  for  >aid  Province,  The  said  Guardiaii  by  the  License  of  sai<l 
.Judge  (which  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant)  may  proceed  and 
sell  "so  n\uch  of  the  sai<l  land  or  any  otlier  in  which  hi^  sai'l 
Wards  are  interested  as  will  he  of  the  least  prejuiiice  to  the 
Remaining  part  of  their  Estate,  and  the  said  guardian  is  hereby 
authorized  to  Execute  a  good  Deed  or  Deeds  as  there  may  be 
occasion,  and  the  said  Guardian  is  hereby  ordered  to  render  liis 
acrcount  in  Due  form  of  his  proceedings  herein  as  the  Law  directs 
in  other  cases.     Sent  u|i  by  Capt.  Merrill.     [Concurred.] 

P.M. 

A  motion  was  made  tor  the  House  to  take  under  consideration 
some  new  Plan  of  dividing  the  Province  into  Counties,  and  after 
Debating  on  said  motion,  the  house  adjourned  till  to-morrow  9 
o'clock. 


[i\  207.]  Ei-yday  March  4'",  1768,  a.  m. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  motion  made  yester- 
day Relative  to  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties,  and  after 
Debate  thereon  came  to  the  following  vote,  viz. 

Whereas  there  has  been  some  Essays  to  Divide  this  Province 
into  Counties  which  have  not  been  agreed  to  and  taken  place, 
and  as  this  House  apprehend  that  the  Division  of  the  Province 
into  counties  in  some  form  suited  to  the  situation  of  the  inhabit- 
ants is  now  V»ecome  absolutely  necessary  not  only  to  Relieve  a 
great  part  of  the  People  under  a  Burthen  almost  insupportable, 
but  also  to  the  Due  an<l  Regular  Administration  of  .Justice  bv 
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uccommodating  the  Places  for  holding  Courts  of  Justice  to  the 
situation  of  suitors,  The  House  judge  it  their  duty  to  attempt  all 
means  in  their  power  and  within  their  sphere  to  effect  a  matter  so 
interesting  to  those  they  Represent  and  to  carry  such  a  Desirable 
scheme  into  Execution,  Therefore 

Voted.  That  this  Province  be  Divided  into  four  Counties,  the 
Dividinii  lines  to  be  as  follows;  viz. 

For  the  first  County  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  Hampton  River 
by  the  Sea,  from  thence  up  said  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  B^'alls 
River  so  called,  then  following  the  Dividing  line  between  Hamp- 
ton and  Hampton  F'alls  to  the  corner  Bound  of  Hampton,  Exeter 
and  Stratham,  then  following  the  Dividing  line  between  Exeter 
and  Stratham  to  Exeter  River,  then  down  said  River  to  the 
Dividing  line  between  New  Markett  and  Durham,  then  following 
the  Line  betwt'en  New  Maikett  anil  Durham  and  between  Dur- 
ham &  Nottingham  and  between  Nottingham  anr]  Harrington 
and  between  Chichester  and  Barnstead,  and  between  Gilmantown 
and  Canterbury  to  Winipiseoke  River,  then  down  said  river  to 
the  mouth  of  Pemigawassett  River,  and  up  said  River  to  Bakers 
River,  and  up  the  same  to  the  head  of  the  South  Branch  thereof, 
then  on  a  strait  line  to  Connecticutt  River  on  the  South  side  of 
the  Town  of  Ortbrd,  —  all  that  part  of  the  Province  which  lyeth 
to  the  Northeastward  or  Northward  of  the  above  line  to  be  the 
first  County,  and  if  any  Township  is  divided  by  Pemigawassett 
or  Bakers  River,  the  whole  Township  so  divided  to  belong  to  the 
first  county. 

[p.  20S.]  The  Second  County  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  Hamp- 
ton River  aforesaid  by  the  Sea,  thence  following  the  line  of  the 
first  County  to  the  mouth  of  Pemigawassett  River,  thence  down 
Merrimack  River  to  the  Dividing  line  between  this  Province  and 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  thence  Easterly  following 
said  dividing  Line  to  the  Sea,  then  by  the  Sea  to  Hampton 
River's  mouth,  all  the  lands  included  within  said  Lines  toa^ether 
with  all  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Bow  which  is  on  the  West- 
ward side  of  Merrimack  River,  Saving  the  Towns  of  Notting- 
ham West,  Litchfield  &  Derryfield,  to  be  the  Second  County. 

The  Bounds  of  the  third  County  to  begin  at  Merrimack  River 
at  the  Dividing  Line  between  this  Province  and  the  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  then  Westerly  by  said  Dividing  Line 
until  it  comes  so  far  West  that  a  North  Line  will  pass  over  the 
Height  of  the  grand  Monadnock  Mountain  so  called,  thence 
North  by  a  Line  passing  over  the  Height  of  said  Mountain  to 
the  Line  on  the  Southerly  side  of  the  first  County,  then  Easterly 
by  said  Line  to  Merrimack  River,  then  down  said  River  to  the 
Province  Line  where  the  same  crosses  said  River  &:■  all  the  Lands 
included  within  said  Lines  saving  the  part  of  Bow  which  is  fixed 
to  the  second  county,  together  with  the  three  Towns  of  Notting- 
ham West,  Litchfield  &  Derryfield  to  be  the  third  county. 

11 
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The  fourth  County  to  Bound  Easterly  by  the  Westerly  Line  of 
the  third  County,  Southerly  by  the  Dividing  Line  between  thia 
Province  and  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Westerly 
by  Connecticut  River  and  Northerly  by  part  of  the  first  County, 

The  several  Courts  in  each  County  to  be  held  in  such  Places  as 
will  best  accommodate  the  Respective  Inhabitants.  Sent  up  by 
Capt.  Gidding8.(a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Mar  4,  1768.  Three  members  bro't  up  a  vote  of  the 
House  for  dividing  the  Province  into  4  Countys  in  manner  therein  expressed. 
Read  &  nonconcurred  unanimously,  &  resolved  that  the  Council  adhere  to 
their  resolve  of  the  23''  of  September  last. 


Fry  day  March  4,  1768,  p.  m. 

[p.  210.]  The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Boston, 
Prayinor  to  be  Enabled  to  Exchange  the  minister  &  School  Lotts 
in  said  Town  was  bro't  from  the  Board  by  Mr.  King,  which  being 
considered  and  appearing  Reasonable, 

Voted,  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  and  that  the 
Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  or  Resolve  for  Establish- 
ing the  same  accordingly.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Jenness.  [Concurred 
&  assented  to  by  the  Governor.] 


Monday  March  7'\  1768. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  New  Boston  was  thia 
day  again  taken  uuiler  consideration,  by  which  it  is  represented 
that  where  the  Lotts  were  severed  belonging  to  the  Resj>ective 
Shares  of  the  Proprietors  of  said  Township  the  Lott  No.  61,  was 
drawn  to  the  share  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  first  settled 
minister  and  his  heirs  forever :  And  the  Lott  No.  53  was  drawn 
to  the  share  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  School,  which  might 
be  changed  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  first  minister  which 
was  now  likely  to  settle  in  said  town  whom  they  were  desirous  to 
Incourage.(l)  They  therefore  pray'd  that  they  might  be  author- 
ized to  make  said  Exchange  and  that  the  votes  they  h^d  passed 
for  that  purpose  be  confirmed.  And  it  appearing  that  y"  setling 
of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  any  new  Township  to  his  and  the 
People's  satisfaction  tends  much  to  the  Increase   of  Inhabitants 

(DThe  first  minister  of  New  Boston  was  Kev.  Solomon  Moor,  a  naMve  of  Newtown, 
Limavady.  in  Ireliind,  who  received  his  education  at  Glasgow  in  Scotland,  and  studied 
Theology  with  ProfesBor  Leechuian  of  that  University.  He  was  licensed  to  preach.  July 
26,  1762,  and  a  few  years  after  came  to  this  couutrv.  In  February.  1767,  lie  arrived  at 
New  Boston,  awl  was  ordained  Sept.  6,  1768,  died 'May  28,  1803,  aged  ol.  y.  H.  Gaz. 
1823. — £d. 
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[p.  211.]  and  y*  prosperity  of  such  Town,  Therefore  it  is  consid- 
ered and  hereby 

Resolved  and  Voted,  That  the  votes  of  the  said  Inhabitants  for 
making  said  Exchange  be  and  hereby  are  confirnied  tor  this  jtur- 
pose,  and  that  the  Lott  No.  61,  in  second  Division  in  said  Town- 
ship be  &  hereby  shall  be  adjudge  1  taken  and  held  as  part  of  the 
share-  of  Land  there  belonging  to  said  School  Right  and  share, 
and  the  Lott  No.  53  in  the  said  Division  in  s.aid  Townsliip  shall 
be  adjudged  taken  and  held  as  part  of  the  share  and  Right  ai)pro- 
priated  and  belonging  to  the  first  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  said 
Township;  Each  of  said  Lotts  so  to  be  adjudged  taken  &  held  to 
be  given  granted  and  so  ai)propriated  in  Exchange  for  the  other, 
to  be  held  to  &  for  the  respective  uses  aforesaid  forever.  Sent  up 
by  Col"*  Barr.     [Concurred  and  assented  to  by  the  Gove  nor.] 


[p.  212.]  Thursday  March  lO''^  1768,  p.  m. 

Whereas  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hampton  falls  have 
Liberty  by  the  votes  of  the  Gen'  Ass™  to  be  set  off  as  a  Distinct 
Parish,- the  Dividing  Line  between  the  Old  Parish  and  the  New 
to  be  setled  by  a  Com'"  to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  have  moved  for  such  a  Cora'^*  to  be  appointed. 

[p.  213.]  Voted  that  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq"",  Doc^  John  Giddings 
and  Doc''  libenezer  Thompson  be  the  Com"^''  to  settle  the  Dividing 
Line  above  meiition'd  and  make  Report  to  the  Gen'  Assenibly  as 
soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Merrill.  [Concurred  and 
assented  to  by  the  Governor.] 


Fryday,  March  H">  1768,  p.  m. 

Th*  Com*'"  iov  Receiviiig  his  Exc-'  the  Gov""  when  he  came  first 
to  the  Province,  laid  tlu'ir  ace'  before  the  House,  which  being 
considerM,  ' 

Voted  Tiiat  said  ace'  amounting  to  one  hundred  seventy  five 
Pounds  eight  shillings  half  penny  Lawful  money  be  allow'd;  That 
they  pay  the  sum  of  Eight  Pounds  thirteen  shillings  Eight  pence 
half  penny,  the  Ballance  <lue  to  the  Province  into  the  Province 
Treasury  and  that  they  be  thereupon  Discharged.  Sent  up  by 
Mr.  Sherburne.     [Concurred.] 

A  petition  of  sundry  Quakers  belonging  to  Hampton  falls  for 
liberty  to  Poll  oH  themselves  and  Estates,  was  bro't  into  the 
House  and  lead,  and 

OrderM  to  lav  for  consideration,  till  the  Line  for  Dividing  the 
Parish  of  Harajiton  fiiUs  be  settled. 

Col"  Gage,  Col"  Wallingford  &  others  as  agents  on  behalf  of  • 
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[p.  '214.]  the  Towns  of  Dover,  Durham,  Summersworth,  Barring- 
ton  and  Rochester,  presented  a  Petition  to  the  Gen'  Ass"  Praying 
that  that  part  of  the  Province  may  be  consider'd  in  the  Division 
into  Counties,  That  the  Dividing  Lines  for  the  Counties  may  be 
the  same  as  those  proposed  by  vote  of  the  House  last  Fait  Ses- 
sions—  which  Petition  was  read  and  the  agents  heard  thereon 
and  then  the  Petition  sent  up  to  the  Board  by  Col"  Wentworth. 

Jour.  C.  &  Asstn.  March  11,  1768.  The  Secretary  acquainted  the  Board 
that  his  Excellency  desired  their  opinion  respecting  a  Day  appointed  for  a 
PubUck  Fast  as  usual  about  this  season  of  the  year  &  recommended  the  14"» 
of  April.  , 


[p.  217.]  Fryday,  March  18">  1768. 

In  order  to  the  speedy  Redeeming  and  sinking  all  the  Bills  of 
Credit  of  this  Province  now  outstanding, 

Voted  that  the  Com'^^  appointed  for  Examining  Bills  of  Ex- 
change on  the  agent  for  this  Province  be  and  hereby  is  Directed 
to  Draw  Bills  of  Exchange  for  Sterling  Bills  of  Credit  as  usual, 
till  they  shall  have  Drawn  out  of  his  hands  all  the  money  he  had 
belonging  to  the  Province,  And  that  the  Treasurer  be  Directed 
to  Redeem  and  Exchange  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province 
that  shall  Remain  outstanding  with  the  money  in  the  Treasury 
so  far  as  the  same  will  go  at  the  usual  Rates  till  they  shall  be  all 
called  in.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Carlton,  (a)     [Concurred.] 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assem.  Votes.  Bills,  ace"*  <kc,  passed  by  the  House  and 
concurred  by  the  Council  from  March  I,  to  March  24,  1768. " 

Gov''  assents  to  the  Bill  relative  to  the  service  of  Writs  of  Review  on  peti- 
tion of  Ichabod  Chesley. 

Petition  of  Aaron  Tibbets  ahoiit  Deeds  that  were  burnt.  A  hearing 
granted. 

Petition  of  James  Gilman  et  alii,  to  make  good  the  sale  of  sundry  pieces  o( 
land  —  a  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Gilman  jun  &  others,  to  make  division  of  certain  lands — 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Petition  of  .lames  Gilmore  and  alii  .as  Executors  to  convey  land  —  leave  to 

bring  in  a  Bill.     Passed. 

Ace'  of  the  Treasurer  for  1767,  accepted  and  settled :  a  Balance  in  the 
Treasury  of  £309.5 :  13: 3. 

Act  passed  for  a  new  proportioix  of  Province  Tax. 

Petition  of  .Jonathan  Dam,  of  Rochester,  asking  liberty  to  tax  resident  and 
non-resident  lands:  granted. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Madbury.  to  be  set  oflF  from  Dover  and  to  tax 
themselves  &c —  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

(6)  Hid  Excellency  gave  hisas.sent  to  the  following  bills. 

A  bill  for  a  new  Proportion. 

A  bill  for  a.sses8ing  lands  in  Rochester  for  highways. 
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A  bill  to  enable  the  Proprietors  of  Boscawen  to  collect  money  for  certain 
purposes. 

A  Biil  for  a  Lottery  to  build  a  bridge  over  Exeter  River. 

[p.  '221.]  Mr.  Sec'  ourae  ii>to  the  House  and  inform'd  the 
Speaker  and  the  House  that  his  Excellency  required  their  imine- 
iliate  attendance  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  immediately  went  up  to  the 
Councill  Chamber  and  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the 
following  speech,  viz. 

Governor'ii  Speech, 
[p.  222.1     Gentlemen  — 

The  services  more  immediately  before  the  General  Assembly  being  com- 
pleted and  the  legal  term  of  their  present  session  so  nearly  expired,  that  no 
advantage  can  arise  to  his  Majesty's  service  or  to  the  benefit  of  the  Province 
from  the  expence  and  inconvenience  of  meeting  this  House  again  for  a  few 
days  only  at  this  season  of  the  year,  It  now  remaining  for  me  to  acknowl- 
edge the  satisfaction  that  has  arisen  to  me  from  the  candor,  wisdom  and 
moderation  with  which  your  deliberations  for  the  true  interest  of  your 
constituents  hath  been  steadily  conducted,  without  acceding  to  remoter 
considerations;  Rightly  combining  a  dutifull  obedience  to  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  and  the  prosperity  of  his  subjects,  in  the  same  inseparable  Prin- 
ciple. An  undivided  Harmony  and  union  of  Councils  cannot  fail  to  secure 
Prosperity  and  Respect.  I  entertain  Peculiar  Pleasure  that  this  Province 
may  hence  Reasonably  Indulge  these  desirable  Expectations.  Altho'  there  is 
not  time  left  finally  to  complete  the  Division  into  Counties,  yet  the  repeated 
&  mature  consultations  have  thrown  such  light  upon  this  useiuU  and  advan- 
tageous measure  as  will  Probably  terminate  in  an  Earlier,  more  Extensive 
and  more  effectual  conclusion  thereon  than  has  hitherto  appeared  Probable 
to  the  most  sanguine. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  — 

I  should  be  Deficient  in  Justice  to  your  steady  attachment  and  application 
to  the  business  of  the  Session  which  hath  been  considered  with  Equal 
unprejudiced  wisdom,  thereby  uniformly  supporting  the  welfare  of  the  Prov- 
ince and  the  Honor  of  (Government,  to  omit  my  acknowledgments  to  the 
Honourable  Board,  for  their  zeal  and  steady  concurrence  toward  the  Publick 
good. 

Gentlemen  of  Council  &  Assembly  — 

That  it  is  my  Duty  and  Happiness  thus  to  Remark  your  conduct  as  an 
Assembly,  so  it  is  my  Desire  and  Recommendation  that  in  your  respective 
Counties  the  same  good  Dispositions  may  he  preserved  and  that  the  free- 
holders in  their  next  Election  will  give  me  the  Pleasure  to  meet  an  House 
[v.  223.]  equally  disposed  and  capable  to  serve  their  King  and  their  Country; 
with  this  wish  only  Remaining,  I  do  Dissolve  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

J.  Wextworth. 

Council  Chamber, 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
March  24"' 1768. 

Atler  the  speech  the  Secretary  Declared  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Province,  by  his  Excellency's  Direction  to  be  Dissolved.    . 
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[p.  218--220.]  The  following  is  a  List  of  the  Rateable  Estates 
of  the  Several  Towns  as  settled  by  the  General  Assembly  for  a 
new  Proportion  which  each  Town  pays  to  £1000. 


1       Amount  of 
Rateable  Estate. 

Proportion  to 
£1000. 

Number 
of  PoUs. 

£32.339:0 
7770 
7463 
.3500 
4433 
;5932 
2095 
.-)610 
2959 
4343 
3155 
4485 
6856 
93,30 

11046 
7482 

17233 
4617 
.5000 
6504 
1405 
2000 

11051 
7.500 
6000 
9000 
2605 
1701 
5000 
.3715 
5054 
4000 
.3000 
2149 
4000 
8149 
4500 
3500 
2900 
2200 
•2700 
2900 
2700 
6500 
5000 
7000 
4200 
400Q 
1400 
3800 
3000 
1600 
1500 
4000 

1470O 
6300 

13000 

10000 

105OO 
2100 
1600 
150ft 
4200 
9300 
6700 
1400 

£77:    23 

18:  10 

17:  16 

8:    6 

10:  11 

9:    7 

4:19 

13:    7 

7:    1 

10:    7 

7:  10 

10:  13 

16:    7 

22:    5 

26:    6 

•7:  16 

41:    2 

11:    0 

11:  18 

15:10 

3:    7 

4:  15 

26:    7 

17:  17 

14:    6 

21:    9 

6:    4 

4:    1 

11:  18 

8:  17 

12:    1 

9:  10 

7:    3 

5:    2 

9:  10 

19:    8 

10:  14 

8:    6 

6:18 

5:    4 

6:    8 

6:18 

6:    8 

15:10 

11:  18 

16:  13 

10:    0 

9:10 

3:    6 

9:    1 

7:    3 

3:  16 

3:  11 

9:  10 

31:    1 

12:  12 

31:    0 

23:  17 

25:    0 

5:    0 

3:  16 

3:  It 

10:    0 

•22:    3 

15:  19 

3:    •'. 

91» 

199 

213 

r  it/^hfliaM                                           

fiO 

142 

US 

66 

152 

Rp*lfom                  

8« 

Lee                     

16» 

Windham      

73 

Vnttincham  West           

131 

Rarrin<7ton    .        

209 

Vew  Markett     

'266 

Chester 

RiX'heater             .               

320 
225 

Ijondonderrv       

455 

Peih.;in 

123 

Vewini?ton                                 

98 

Amherst    

•203 

47 

DerrvfieKi 

47 

Er»t)in^ 

31? 

Kensington 

Sammersworth 

Stevens'  Town 

182 
149 
212 

S3 
52 

123 

Peterborough 

loe 

14« 

Keene . 

106 

74 

Donb.arton 

61 

104 

Brentwood 

J^l 

Hojikinton 

98 
122 

Rowley  —  Canada 

75 
6S 
94 

Candia 

9« 

8» 

(yOncord 

17» 

t04 

Salem 

184 

Ea«t  Kingstown 

ni 

Winchester 

T08 

51 

Sandown 

12* 

New  (Jastle 

128 

Hinsdale 

.38 

4» 

Canterbury 

122 

:84 

Madbury 

1,53 

Exeter 

.39« 

Durham 

24S 

312 

New  BoMton 

72 

6K 

Weare 

fm 

123 

Stratham 

242 

Holies 

203 

Haverhill      

53 
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Amount  of 
Rateable  Eutate. 


North  Hampton 

No.  1 

Mile  Slip 

Gilsuin 

Cornish 

Plaintteld 

Poplin 

HillBborough 

Sanboru  Town 

Deerfleld 

Greenland 

Raymond 

New  Ipswich 

Merrimack 

Lindborough 

Charlestown 

Monson 

Dublin 

Plymouth 

Olearmont 

No.  (i  in  the  line  of  Towns  . 
Gosport 


Total. 


6400 

1700 

450 

800 
800 
800 
.3000 
tiOO 

moo 

3800 
6000 
3000 
5000 
«00 
1500 
4500 
2000 
1000 
1500 
1000 
1200 
0 

419,331 


Proportion  to 
£1000. 


12:17 
4:    1 

1.  1 
1:  18 
1:  18 
1:  18 
7:  3 
1:  8 
2:  7 
9:  1 
14:  6 
7:  3 
11:  18 
10:  14 
3:  11 
9:  10 
4:  15 
2:07 
.;:  11 
2:  7 
2:17 
2:    2 

lOOO 


Number 
of  Polls. 


139 

65 

17 

31 

30 

28 

104 

26 

37 

141 

169 

99 

150 

100 

50 

too 

50 
40 
60 
50 
50 
60 

11,964 


Note.    The  Polls  in  the  last  ten  Towns  are  put  down  by  supposition. 
Inventorys  being  returned. 


No 
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[p.  225.]     Proviuce  of  ) 
New  Hamp' ) 

A  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  convened  the  11  th 
Day  of  May  1768  in  the  Eighth  year  of  the  Reiyn  of  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third. 

Tuesday  May  17"'  1768,  p.  m. 

There  were  Present  in  the  House  twenty-four  of  the  members 
Returned  on  the  King's  Writ,  (a) 

(a)  Joum.  C.  &  Assm.  The  Sheriff  made  a  full  return  of  the  Kind's  Pre- 
cept for  a  new  Election,  —  the  Names  of  the  sundry  Persons  return'd  for  the 
respective  towns  are  as  follows,  viz. 


Portsmo' 

Hampton 
Dover 

Exeter 

Newcastle  & 
Rye,  jointly. 
Kingston, 
Hampton  Falls, 
Newington, 
Strath  am 
Londonderry, 
Durham 
Greenland 
Newmarket 
So  Hampton 
Chester 

Plaatow,  both  Parishes 
Hampstead,  jointly 

Holies 

Somersworth 

Monson  & 
Merrimack,  jointly 

Rochester 
Kensington 
Harrington 
Salem  & 
Pelham,  jointly 
Keen 

Winchester 
Charlestown 

Amherst  & 
Bradford 

Nottingham  West  , 
&  Litchfield 


!  William  Parker,  Esq. 
Jn"  Sherburne,  Esq. 
Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe. 
(  Jonathan  Moulton,  Esq. 
(  Christopher  Toppan,  Esq. 

(  Thomas  Westbr"  Waldron,"  Esq. 
I  Otis  Baker,  Esq. 

i  Col.  Peter  Oilman,  Esq. 
(  Docf  John  Giddings 

I  Thomas  Bell,  Esq-- 

j  Richard  Jenues,  3"^  Esq. 

Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq. 

Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 

Richard  Downing,  Esq. 

Andrew  Wiggin,  Esq. 

Samuel  Livermore,  Esq. 

Doctf  Ebenezer  Thompson 

Clement  March,  Esq. 

Mr.  John  Burley 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Merrill. 

John  Webster,  Esq. 

I  Capt.  Jona.  Carlton. 

Samuel  Hobart,  Esq. 

Col"  John  Wentworth,  Esq, 

I  Capt.  Jn"  Chamberlain 

Deacon  James  Knowles 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen 
Lieut.  Samuel  Brewster 

i  Maj.  Joseph  Wright 

Capt.  Josiah  Willard 
Col"  Josiah  Willard 
Capt.  Simeon  Stevens. 

I  John  Goffe,  Esq. 

I  Capt.  Samuel  Greeley 
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Names  of  his  Majesty's  Council. 


Preseni, 
His  Excellencv  the  Governor 


Theo.  Atkinson 
Daniel  Warner 
James  Nevin 
T.  Atkinson,. jun 
Peter  Livius 


Esqs. 


Jonathan  Warner 
Daniel  Rindge 
Daniel  Pierce 
Geo.  Jaflrey 


Esqs. 


The  President  of  the  Council  came  into  the  House  and  in- 
formed the  members  that  his  Exc*^  had  adjourned  the  Gen'  Asa" 
till  to-morrow  eleven  o'clock. 


Wednesday  May  18,  1768. 

Present  in  the  House  twenty-eight  of  the  members  Returned. 
The  Hon"''  Col"  "Warner,  Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr.  Livius  came  from  the 
Board  and  informed  the  members  that  they  were  appointed  by 
liis  Excellency  to  administer  the  Oaths  to  the  Returned  members: 
Which  was  done  and  the  Oaths  and  Declaration  beinsi  subscribed 
they  withdrew. 

Mr.  Sec'  came  from  the  Board  ;'nd  inforniM  the  members  that 
his  Exc^  Directed  them  immediately  to  Proceed  to  the  choice  of 
a  Speaker  and  Present  him  for.  his  approbation. 

The  Return'd  members  immediately  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
a  Speaker,  and  the  Hon'''''  Peter  Oilman,  Esq.  was  cliosen  Speaker 
and  conducted  to  the  chair,  and 

William  Parker  Esq'  John  Sherburne,  Esq''  Col"  Weare,  Col" 
March,  Col"  Wentworth,  Thorn*  W'  Waldrou  Esq''were  desired  to 
infonn  his  Exc-  that  the  members  had  made  choice  of  a  Speaker, 
and  whom  they  had  chosen,  and  they  accordingly  went  to  the 
Board  and  Deliver'd  the  n^essage. 

Mr.  Sec"  came  from  the  Board  and  informed  the  members  that 
his  £xc^  approved  of  their  choice  of  a  Sj^eaker. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  choose  a  Clerk  and  Meshech 
Weare  Es(|.  was  chosen  Clerk  and  sworn  to  the  faiihfull  Dis- 
charge of  tliat  (ifHce  by  William  Parker.  Es(j.     Adjourned. 


[p.  -i-ie.]  Thursday,  May  19*  1768. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk  to  desire  that 
three  members  who  appeared  in  the  House  and  hafi  not  taken  the 
Oaths  might  be  qualified,  viz.  Mr.  Toppan,  Maj'^  Wriccht  and  Deac" 
Knowles.  [Oaths  were  administered  to  them  by  Col"  Warner 
and  Mr.  Livius  of  the  Board.] 

Mr.  Secretary  came  into  the  House  and  informed  the  Speaker 
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and  the  House  tlint  Itis  Kxc^  Required  their  immediate  atteud- 
ance  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  his  Exc^  then  made  a  speech 
to  both  Houses,  [a  copy  of  which  was  requested.] 

Rules  of  the  House.^ 

Voted,  That  the  tollowini;  be  the  Rules  of  this  House  : 

I"'.  Thiit  whosoever  shall  by  any  misbohaviour  in  speech  or  action  justly 
offend  any  members  of  the  House  shall  for  the  lirst  offence  be  admonished^ 
and  for  any  after  olJence  lined  a.s  the  House  shall  see  meet. 

2.  That  no  members  speak  twice  until  every  member  have  liberty  to  speak 
once  it  he  Please. 

.'5.  That  every  member  Direct  his  speech  to  the  Speaker  and  not  to  one 
another,  and  when  any  member  has  a  mind  to  speak  to  any  c;ise  he  shall 
stand  up  and  iisk  Leave  of  the  Speaker  to  Speak. 

4.  That  whenever  it  happens  that  there  are  a.s  many  votes  on  one  side  of 
the  question  ;w  on  the  other  without  the  Speaker.  That  then  the  Speaker 
make  the  Casting  vote. 

.").  That  if  the  Speaker  be  absent  the  House  may  choose  a  Speaker  pro 
tempore,  that  the  affairs  of  the  House  may  be  carried  on  without  stop. 

t).  That  if  any  member  after  being  (iualified  and  enter'd  shall  absent  him- 
self at  anytime  without  leave  from  the  House,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  fined 
at  the  Discretion  of  the  House. 

[p.  227. 1  7.  That  if  my  member  of  this  House  shall  be  by  the  major  part 
of  this  house  tho't  untit  and  not  qualified  for  said  Place  it  shall  be  in  their 
Power  to  Dismiss  such  person  i,'iving  Notice  to  the  town  or  precinct  where  he 
belongs  to  choose  another  to  fill  up  such  vacancy. 

8.  That  every  Bill  to  be  pass'd  in  this  House  be  read  throe  times,  and  that 
there  be  two  adjournments  of  this  House  before  any  Bill  be  Pass'd  into  an 
.let. 

l».    That  the  Speaker  with  fifteen  members  be  a  House  tu  do  business. 

10.  That  no  vote  that  is  P.oss'd  in  this  House  shall  be  Reconsider' d  by  a 
Less  number. 

Mr.  Sec^  bro't  Down  a  copy  of  his  Exc^*  Speech,  which  is  as- 
tbilows. 

(Tovernors   Speech. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  — 

It  is  with  singular  pleasure  that  at  my  first  meeting  this  House,!  may  open 
the  Session  by  observing  tlie  general  peace  &  Tranquillity  that  subsists 
throughout  his  Majesty  Dominions  and  the  desirable  harmony  and  order 
which  eminently  indicates  the  in(;reaaing  prosperity  of  this  Province.  This 
leaves  me  at  present  only  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  those  general 
Matters  usually  done  at  this  season :  other  raeiisurers  more  immediately  relat- 
ing the  internal  regulation  &  advantage  of  thi^  Province  may  be  communi- 
cated by  Message  during  the  Session. 

ifr.  Speaker  tfc  Gentm.  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  have  directed  the  Treasurer  to  have  the  Provincial  Accounts  adjusted  & 
ready  for  your  Inspection,  by  yr'^  you  will  see  the  Expediency  of  granting  an 
adequate  supply  for  the  support  of  Government  the  ensuing  year.  And  you 
will  be  naturally  led  to  consider  the  Wisdom  &  Justice  of  granting  a  perma- 
nent and  fix'd  Establishment  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Governor,  in 
auclj  manner  and  measure  as  may  induce  honor  and  respectability  to  the  Ad- 
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ministrations  of  Government,  without  diflSculty  or  inconvenience  to  your 
constituenta. 

I  have  also  to  recommend  your  providing  for  .the  repair  of  His  Majesty's 
Castle  William  «fe  Mary,  without  which  the  valuable  Stores,  ammunition  & 
ordinance  therein,  will  with  the  Walls  &  Buildings  very  soon  be  utterly 
ruined. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  &  Assembly  — 

Your  present  Experience  of  y*  many  advantages  resulting  from  former 
unanimity  <.t  diligence,  is  the  most  powerful  motive  to  continue  therein,  and 
wiU  assuredly  meet  my  utmost  assistance  &  readiest  concurrence   for  the 

public  good. 

J.  Went  WORTH. 

Council  Chamber 

Portsmouth,  May  19,  1768. 

[p.  228.]  P.  M. 

[Oaths  administered  to  Col°  Moulton,  a  member  for  Hampton.] 
Voted,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  William  Parker  Esq^  Tho^  W^  Wal- 
dron  Esq.  &  Col.  Weare  be  a  Com"*  to  Prepare  an  answer  to  his 
Exc-'''  speech,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be.  ^ 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  supplya 
tfcc.  Recommended  by  his  Exc^'  and  after  Debate  thereon  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  9  o'clock. 


Fryday,  May  20  1768. 

Voted,  that  the  Rev*^  Doc''  Samuel  Langdon  and  the  Rev"* 
Samuel  Haven  be  desired  to  attend  the  House  alternately  to  Pray 
with  them,  and  3Ir.  Sheafe  is  Desired  to  Inform  them  hereof. 

[p.  229.]  3[r  Sec'^  brot  Down  a  written  message  from  his  Exc^, 
Copy  of  a  Parai.;uph  of  a  Letter  from  his  Exc^  to  his  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State,  and  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade 
and  Plantations,  and  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough's  Letter  to  his  Exc^ 
of  the  15"*  of  February  1768  —  which  are  as  follows. 

His  Excellency's  Message. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

In  my  last  Speech  to  the  late  Assembly  I  suggested  the  pleasing  hopes  that 
appeared  to  me  of  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties.  From  that  time  it 
has  been  the  object  of  my  diligent  attention,  and  as  the  only  effectual  means 
to  obtain  a  full  and  early  completion  thereof  I  have  humbly  represented  the 
measure  and  earnestly  solicited  his  Majtsty's  most  gracious  Permission  to 
this  Purpose,  as  the  Inclosed  Paragraph  of  my  Letter  on  this  subject  more 
fully  explains,  which  I  have  not  the  least  Doubt  will  very  early  be  granted, 
and  th.it  the  Province  will  thus  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  Regulation  at  least 
twelve  months  sooner,  even  if  it  was  accepted  in  any  other  way,  and  in  a 
more  extensive  manner,  as  I  find  a  similar  measure  lately  transacted  in  a 
Neighbouring  Province  absolutely  rejected  most  probably  from  Reasons  that 
I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  by  the  present  plan. 

The  Inclosed  Letter  being  so  really  Honorable  to  the  Province,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me  to  communicate  it  to  the  Gen'  Assembly. 

J.  Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber, 

20*  of  May  1768. 
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[p.  230.]      The  Paragraph  of  the  Letter  is  as  folloics. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  coturaend  to  your  Lorilships  consideration  the  very  great 
and  immediate  advantaged  that  will  imraeiliately  Result  from  Dividing  the 
Province  into  at  least  live  Countie.s,  thn;e  of  which  to  li.iv(^  their  necessary 
Courts  and  County  Privileges  and  Regulation  at  present,  the  other  two  to 
have  these  advantages  extended  to  them  at  such  future  time  as  may  be  tho't 
proper  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  from  their  residence  must  be  well 
inform'd  of  Local  circumstances  Requisite  to  such  determination,  if  Divided 
into  live  Counties  in  this  manner:  The  Division  may  well  be  made  as  shall 
ever  accommodate   the  wliole   Province   witliout   future   alteration,   which 
cannot  be  done  if  Divided  into  a  less  number  because  Regard  will  be  had  to 
the  Present  situation  of  the  Inhabitants  which  beai-s  no  Resemblance  to  the 
future  when  the  whole  Province  is  Populated  which  will  probably  be  within 
fitly  years,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  incredibly  accelerated  by  a  permission  to 
form  these  Counties.      At  present,  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Western  part  of 
the  Province  daily  increasing,  labour  under  great  dis advantages  in  obtaining 
justice,  in  the  Probate  of  Wills,  settlement  of  Estates  and  Registry  of  Convey- 
ances, which  are  now  brouglit  &  accomplish' d  at  Portsmouth  from  every  part 
of  the  Province,  whicli  in  every  instance  impoverislies  &  in  many  consumes 
those  that  are  compelled  to  submit;  an  action  of  Debt  tor  five  Pounds  Sters 
by  reason  of  long  Travels  of  Principals,  Evidences,  &c.  may  frequently  & 
justly  be  loaded  with  ten  Pounds  cost,  and  tl\e  recovery  sunlc  in  the  expense 
of  Journey,  time  and  Delay.     These  are  among  many  Inconveniences  that 
are  now  sustained  by  the  subjects  from  the  want  of  Counties.     There  remain 
others  of  a  more  public  &  interesting  concern.     The  Inhabitants  so  remote 
from  the  Courts  of  Justice,  tinding  the  great  Difficultys  in  getting  to  Ports- 
mouth when  impelled  by  Their  private  necessities,  observe  the  impossibilities 
[p.  231. 1  of  their  conduct  i)eing  known  and  restrained   l)y  Government  — 
Hence   they  will   naturally  decline   into   a  wild,  loose,  ungovernable   state, 
neglecting  <fc  at  length  resisting  Laws  which  cannot  scrutinize  in  order  to 
suppress  tliem.     An  Instance  lieri!of  is  now  under  cognizance,  where  a  gang 
of  villains  from  other  Provinces  relying  on  the  distance  and  Badness  of  the 
roads,  had  associated  in  open  contempt  of  Government  to  mix,  debase  & 
counterl'eit  silver  and  gold  foreign  Coins,  proclaiming  themselves  safe  eno' 
from  any  power  tliat  could  ever  l)e  sent  Irom  lience  to  appreliend  them  & 
have  therefore  utter'd  much  counterfeit  coin,  mostly  Dollars,  Pistareens  & 
Joannes.     However  with  very  great  difficulty   &  at  some  expense  I  have 
causetl  as  many  of  them  as  could  be  found,  to  be  apprehended,  &  confined  to 
be  tried  next  Term,  when  I  hope  the  confederacy  will  be  destroyed. 

From  the  unexpected  ob,->truction  in  this  case  «fe  from  many  other  local 
circumstances  which  now  arise  from  situation,  employ,  manners  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  Country,  I  am  w>-ll  persuaded  that  the  good  order,  peace  &  inter- 
nal Government  of  this  Province  very  much  depends  on  an  early  Division 
into  Counties,  wliereby  the  Courts  of  Justice  may  be  carried  mto  all  parts 
of  the  Province,  maintain  and  diifuse  a  spirit  of  order  and  obedience  which 
it  is  otherwise  to  be  feared  as  a  natural  event,  will  degenerate  into  savage 
licentiousnes  Disorders  &  leave  open  a  door  tor  endless  criminalitys.  I 
should  fear  myself  deticient  in  promoting  his  Majesty's  service  in  not  repeat- 
ing my  dutifull  soUisitations  for  your  Lordships  favorable  representations  for 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  condescension  to  permit  this  measure;  and  that 
I  may  lie  instructed  in  what  manner,  Whether  by  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  by  the  Crovernor  and  Council,  As  both  houses  join  me  in  being 
desirous  to  act  Directly  coulbrmable  to  his  Majesty's  ple;iaure.'" 

Portsmouth  20'^  May  1768. 
Copy  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
&  to  the  Lords  Commis'^  of  Trade  &.  Plantations. 

J.  Wentworth. 
Copy  by  M.  Weare,  Clr. 
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Copy  of  Lord  Hillsborough's  Letter  to  Governar    Wentwo^rth. 

Whitehall,  FebJ^  15"i,  1768. 

Sr.  Your  Letters  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  No.  1,  2,  &  3,  have  been  Duly- 
Received. 

[p.  232.]  I  conijrutulate  you  upon  your  arrival  in  your  Government  and 
upon  the  Peace  and  good  Order  which  you  say  sulisists  in  the  Province  of 

New  Harap"". 

Sk.     Your  most  obedient 
Humble  Serv' 

HlLLSSOROUttH. 

Governor  Wentworth. 


Fry  day,  May  20'"  1768,  p.  m. 

Mr.  Speaker  ordered  his  Exc'^  Speech  at  the  opening  (jf  the 
present  Session  to  be  road  Also  his  message  of  this  day  and 
extract  of  his  Letter  to  the  Lonis  of  Trade,  &c.  which  were  Read 
accordingly  and  after  sundry  Debates  thereon,  it  was  moved  that 
the  following  Question  should  be  considered,  viz. 

Whether  the  House  can  under  our  Present  Circumstances  pro- 
ceed to  make  a  Supply  Bill?  And  after  sundry  Debates  thereon 
the  Question  was  put,  and  it  Pass'd  in  the  Negative. 

A  motion  was  then  ra;ule  that  it  might  l)e  consider'd  Whether 
a  Bill  shoulil  be  bro't  in  for  collecting  the  P^xcise  y"  ensuing  year 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Last?  which  being  put  it  Pass'd  in 
the  Affirmative. 

[p.  283.]  The  Treasurer  bro't  his  ace'"  into  rhi-  House  an<l 
Deliver'd  them  to  the  Speaker.     Adjourned. 


Saturday  May  21,  1768. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  affair  of  an  Excise 
Bill,  and  after  considerable  Debate  thereon,  it  was  proposed  that 
the  Excise  should  be  made  a  fund  apppropriated  for  paying  the 
Governor's  salary  during  his  Administration  in  case  it  might  be 
collected  in  the  same  way  as  last  year,  and  William  Parker  & 
Samuel  Livermore  Esqr*  and  Col"  Weare  were  Desired  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  confer  with  him  Respecting  h\> 
consenting  to  such  an  act.  [Capt.  John  Chamberlain,  member  from 
Merrimack  &  Monson,  wa.s  (jualified  by  taking  the  usual  oaths.] 


[p.  234.]  Tuesday,  May  24'^  p.  m. 

The  Com'"  api^ointed  to  settle  the  Line  for  dividing  the  Town 
of  Hampton  Falls  into  two  Parishes,  made  the  following  Report, 
viz. 
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We  the  aubsoribers  being  appoiuted  by  a  vote  of  tlie  Gen'  Assembly  to  i\x 
a  line  in  the  Town  of  Hampton  Falls  in  order  to  the  southern  part  thereof 
being  erected  into  a  distinct  Parish,  —  Accordingly  we  have  viewed  the  Prem- 
ises, heard  the  Parties  &c.  and  agree  to  Report,  That  a  line  beginning  on 
Kensington  Line  near  Joseph  Brown's  Dwelling  House,  at  a  Road  called 
Horse  Hill  Road,  and  following  said  Road  down  to  a  Bridge  below  Weare's 
Mill,  Then  Easterly  on  the  North  line  of  Elisha  Brown's  land  to  the  North- 
east Corner  thereof  by  the  Quakers  Parsonage  so  called,  then  following  the 
Koad  that  leads  by  Henry  Thresher's  House  to  the  Country  Road,  then 
following  the  line  between  Land  of  Abraham  Dow  and  Ralph  Butler  and 
Isaac  Brown,  and  between  said  Dow  and  Meshech  Weare  Esq.  to  the  South- 
east Corner  of  said  Weare's  Marsh  at  Brown's  River  so  called,  then  following 
said  River  to  the  Western  end  of  the  Parsonage  Land  so  called,  then  round 
on  the  southern  and  Eastern  sides  of  said  Island  to  the  aforesaid  River  and 
to  the  mouth  thereof,  shall  be  the  Dividing  line  between  the  two  Parishes. 

John  Gidinge  ) 

JosiAH  Bartlett         /  Com'** 
Ebbnezer  Thompson  ) 
Hampton  Falls,  Ap'  27«»>,  1768. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  no  objection  made. 
Voted   That   it   be   accepted   and    that   the    Petitioners    may- 
bring   in    a   Bill   agreeable   thereto.     Sent  up  by  Maj'    Wright. 
[Concurred.] 


[p.  285.]  Wednesday  May  25'\  17t;8. 

William  Parker  and  Samuel  Livermore  Esq"  and  Col"  Weare 
the  Com'*"  who  on  Saturday  last  waited  on  his  Excellency  to 
confer  with  him  concerning  the  Excise  Bill  for  paying  his  Salary 
and  to  be  collected  in  the  same  way  as  the  last  yeai*  &c.  were 
sent  for  by  his  Excellency  &  immediately  waited  on  him.  He 
informed  them  that  he  was  <lispo8ed  to  come  into  any  measure 
that  appeared  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Province  and  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  Duty  he  owed  to  his  Majesty  and  the  trust 
Reposed  in  him  by  the  Crown ;  And  if  an  Act  for  appropriating 
and  collecting  the  Excise  in  the  manner  proposed  should  be  drawu 
with  such  caution  as  not  to  appear  to  infringe  on  the  Prerogative, 
he  would  consent  to  it,  and  after  some  Conference  on  that  subject 
it  was  proposed  that  a  Bill  fot  this  purpose  should  be  drawn  & 
Presented  to  his  Excellency.  The  Com'**  Returned  and  made 
Report  to  the  House ;  Whereupon  the  House  Desired  William 
Parker  &  Samuel  Livermore  Esq"  to  prepare  a  Bill  accordingly 
to  be  laid  before  the  House.  •  ^ 

[p.  236.]  P.  M. 

Upon  a  motion  made  tor  some  more  to  be  added  to  the  Com"* 
for  making  answer  to  the  Governor's  Speech,  and  that  they  should 
proceed  to  Draw  up  the  same  as  soon  as  may  be, 

Voted  That  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Sherbunie,  Mr.  Toppan  and 
Capt.  Gidding  be  added  to  said  Com'**  and  that  s**  Com'*'  alsa 
[p.  237.]  prepare   an    Answer  to  his  Excy'  message   Respecting 
12 
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Counties  seut  down  to  the  House  on  Fryday  last,  and  that  they 
proceed  in  the  same  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[Mr.  Simon  Stevens,  member  from  Charlestown,  was  qualified 
by  taking  the  usual  oaths,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House.] 

'Voted,  That  the  Hon""'"  Daniel  Pierce  Esq.  be  and  hereby  is 
appointed  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Conveyances  of  Real  Estate 
within  this  Province  for  the  term  of  one  year.  &c  —  [he  giving 
the  usual  bonds  »S:c.]     Sent  up  by  Col"  Moulton.     [Concurred.] 


[p.  240.]  Friday,  May  27"^  1768. 

The   Com'"  chosen   to  prepare   an  answer  to  his  Excellency's 
Message  of  Fryday  laat  presented  the  following  Draft,  viz. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  — 

In  your  Eicellencys  Letter  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  a  Paragraph 
whereoi'  accompany'd  your  Excellency's  message  of  Fryday  last  to  the  House, 
concerning  the  Division  of  the  Province  into  Counties,  your  Excellency's 
reasoning  upon  the  utility  &  Necessity  of  that  important  Meiisure,  both  for 
the  interest  of  the  Crown  &  for  the  ease  &  Happiness  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects here,  perfectly  coincides  with  the  sentiments  of  the  House  on  this 
subject;  And  the  perfect  benevolence  of  mind  towards  thf  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province,  which  so  visibly  appears  therein,  fills  us  with  the  warmest  sense  of 
gratitude  to  your  Exc^'. 

Only  one  thing  we  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Exc-^,  on  the  conclusion  of 
•aid  letter,  wherein  your  Exc>'  "  prays  to  be  instructed  in  what  manner  the 
"  said  Measure  may  be  etfected,  wliether  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 
•'  or  by  the  Governor  &  Council,  as  both  Houses  (your  ExO'  says)  join  in 
*'  being  desirous  to  act  directly  conformable  to  his  Majesty's  Pleasure."  Our 
observation  bereon  is  this,  That  we  have  always  understood  the  sentiments 
of  former  Assemblys  on  this  Point  to  have  been,  that  this  measure  could  Hot 
be  effected  but  by  an  Act  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Lo'^islature  of  the 
Province.  But  whatever  hath  been  the  sentiments  of  former  A»seniblys  on 
this  point,  the  present  House,  after  mature  deliberation  on  the  subject,  are  of 
opinion  that  an  act  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  is  Necessary  to  effect  any  alteration 
in  the  present  jurisdiction  of  the  several  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  Province, 
as  the  said  Courts  &  their  Jurisdiction  now  &  for  many  years  have  been 
settled  by  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  confirmed  by  the 
(p.  241.1  Royal  assent,  which  Acts  can  in  no  wise  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  Majesty's  Government  here,  be  repealed,  annulled  or  altered  by 
the  Governor  &  Council,  which  is  the  necessary  Result  &  Consequence  of 
any  Division  of  the  Province,  or  any  new  Countys,  new  Courts  or  new  Ju- 
risdiction, bt-ing  erected  therein,  without  an  Act  of  the  Gen'  Assembly. 

We  therefore  ask  the  favour  of  your  Exc>  to  acquaint  his  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  this  State  of  the  case,  to  the  end  that  your 
Exc-''  may  obtain  (if  need  be)  his  Majesty's  permission  to  divide  the  Province 
into  as  many  Counties  as  may  be  thought  necessary  by  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Which  Draft  of  an  Answer  being  read  and  considered, 
"Voted  That  it  be  Presented  to  his  Excellency  in  answer  to  his 
Message  to  the  House  of  the  20"^  Instant :  and  was  accordingly 
sigue<l  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to  his  Excellency  by  Tho'  W'' 
Waldron  Esq'  &  Capt.  Chamberlain. 
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The  House  took  under  coiisulenition  the  Act  relative  to  the 
Excise  which  was  yesterday  presented  by  tlie  Com""'  Desired  to 
prepare  the  same  and  now  read  a  Second  time.  And  after  Debate 
thereon  more  particularly  as  to  the  appropriation  for  payment  of 
his  Excellency's  Salary  during  his  Administration  the  Question 
was  put  Whether  his  Excellency's  Salary  shall  be  settled  on  him 
during  his  Administration  if  the  Excise  Bill  should  pass  as  it  is 
proposed  as  to  the  manner  of  collecting  the  same,  and  it  was  De- 
termined in  the  Nesrative. 


Wednesday,  .June  1"  1768. 

[p.  248  ]  An  act  for  continuing  the  Last  Excise  Bill  to  be  in 
force  for  one  year  longer  having  been  three  times  read, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Jenness, 
Doc""  Bartlett,  Capt.  Worthen  &  Capt.  Merrill. 

Voted,  That  there  be  paid  to  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth 
Esq'  our  Governor,  out  of  money  that  is,  or  shall  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury, tiie  sum  of  seven  Hundred  pounds  LawtuU  money  for  one 
year's  Salary,  commencing  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  -June  instant 
t,o  be  paid  half  yearly,  &  also  the  sum  of  sixty-seven  Foumls  lawful 
money  for  House  Kent,  for  the  same  time,  and  that  his  Exc^  be 
desired  to  draw  the  same  out  of  the  Tieasury,  with  advice  of 
Council,  sent  up  by  xMr.  Jenness,  Doc'  Bartlett,  Capt.  Worthen  & 
Capt.  Merrill.     [Concurred.] 

The  House  being  informed  that  Daniel  Pierce  Esq.  had  con- 
tinued to  act  as  Recorder  of  Deeds  &c.  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  for  which  he  was  chosen,  which  might  occasion  Disputes 
&  DitRcnUys,  unless  some  proper  Remedy  provided  for  prevent- 
ing the  same  —  this  matter  being  taken  under  consideration,  it 
[p.  244.]  was  tho't  pror»or  That  a  Com"'''  should  be  appointed  to 
Examine  the  Recorder  &  the  Circumstances  respecting  this  mat- 
ter, Therefore 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Livermore  &  Meshech  Weare  Esq'  &  Capt. 
John  Gidiling  be  a  Com'''  tor  this  purpose  to  make  report  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

Voted  that  John  Sherburne  Esq.  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  &  Capt. 
John  Gidding  be  a  Com'^^  of  this  House,  to  join  w"'  such  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''""  the  Council  to  examine  &  audit  the 
Treasurer's  Ace"  in  the  recess  of  the  Court,  and  also  to  tell  over 
the  money  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt  &  lock  up  the  same  in  the 
Province  Box,  and  also  to  make  enquiry  wh' Powder  money  hath 
been  received  &  how  the  same  hath  been  applied  since  the  last 
ace'  thereof  rendered  by  the  Treasurer,  &  make  Report  to  the 
Gen'  Assem  at  their  next  setting.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Greeley,  (a) 
[Non-concurred.] 
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(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Asaem.  Junes'!.  The  vote  of  the  House  as  entered  1*'  Inst, 
for  appointing  a  Com'eo  for  examining  the  Treasurer's  Aee«,  to  tell  ovpr  the 
money  to  be  burnt,  &  to  inquire  of  the  powder  M's  was  considered  at  the 
Board  and  noa--^oncurred,  Because  very  different  matters  &  such  as  have  no 
relation  to  each  other  are  couch'd  in  &  tack'd  together,  in  said  vote,  which 
this  Board  ever  endeavor  to  avoid. 

The  Letter  trorn  the  Speaker  of  the  Hou^e  of  Repi-oseiitatives 
of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  of  the  ir*"  of  February 
1768,  and  the  answer  of  the  late  General  Assembly  of  this  Prov- 
ince to  the  same  Letter  were  read,  And  the  House  took  under  con- 
sideration what  might  be  proper  further  to  be  done  respectino;  the 
subject  matter  thereof     And 

Voted,  That  William  Parker,  Samuel  Livermore  and  Mr.  .Jacob 
Sheafe  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  in  the  Recess  of  the  Court  a 
Proper  Address  to  his  Majesty  and  proper  Representations  to  be 
made  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  Respecting  the  several  things  men- 
tioned in  said  Letter  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  General 
[p.  245.]  Assembly,  and  also  that  they  make  Entjuiry  of  the 
Com'"  of  Correspondence  what  advise  they  have  received  from 
Mr.  Agent  Trecothick  whether  he  accepts  the  appointment  of 
him  as  agent  and  who  will  continue  in  the  agency,  and  what  infor- 
mation they  have  had  from  him  of  the  State  of  the  Province 
Accompts  ;  Particularly  Relative  to  a  Sum  of  about  live  or  six 
thousand  Pounds  sterling  granted  by  Parliament  which  has  not 
yet  been  Received :  And  also  if  they  find  it  needful  they  are  to 
write  to  the  agent  giving  him  the  best  information  they  can  rela- 
tive thereto  and  to  Endeavour  as  far  as  they  can  to  obtain  Pay- 
ment ot  said  Grant  and  a  full  state  of  the  Province  accompts. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives,  .June  1"  1768. 

Whereas  in  the  last  vote  for  an  Inventory  to  be  taken  in  order 
for  a  new  Proportion  of  Province  Tax  to  be  made,  the  towns  of 
Chesterfield  and  Richmond  were  omitted  and  no  Inventory  taken 
for  said  Towns,  and  it  now  appearing  that  said  Towns  ought  to 
pay  their  proportion  of  the  Province  Tax,  Therefore 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  in  each  of  said  Towns  or  the  major 
part  of  them  or  others  by  them  appointed  at  the  charge  of  the 
Town  whereto  they  Respectively  belong,  shall  take  an  Inventory 
of  the  Rateable  Estates  in  said  towns  as  follows,  viz.  All  male 
polls  from  sixteen  years  old  &  upwards,  all  slaves  male  and  female 
exceeding  sixteen  years  old,  all  orchard  arable  meadow  &  pasture 
Land,  accounting  so  much  pasture  Land  as  will  summer  a  cow 
four  acres,  all  horses,  maies  and  colts  Distinguishing  the  dilFerence 
of  years  from  one  to  four  years  old,  all  oxen,  cows  and  young 
cattle  Distinguishing  their  age  as  above  express'd  for  horses :'  That 
the  person  taking  said  Inventory  shall  take  an  oath  to  be  admin- 
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istered  to  liim  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  said  Province,  that 
thev  have  faitlit'ully  *&  impartially  made  said  Inventory,  which 
shall  be  returuM  into  the  Secretary's  office  with  the  said  Inven- 
tory, at  or  before  the  last  day  of  July  next.  Sent  up  by  Capt. 
Merrill.     [Concurred.] 

[v.  24(5.]  P.  M. 

The  Cum'-''  appointed  in  the  forenoon  to  Examine  the  Recorder 
:ind  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  Records  Ac. 

Made  Report  That  they  had  been  to  the  Recorders  office,  That 
Mr.  Pierce  Intbrm'd  them  that  he  had  proceeded  in  the  office  of 
Recorder,  since  the  expiration  of  the  terra  for  which  he  was  chosen 
in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  fidelity  as  before  and  look- 
ing upon  himself  as  under  oath.  And  to  this  Account  he  had 
m;i<le  solemn  oath  before  the  Com'". 


Thursday,  June  •2^  1768. 

fp.  -47.]  Daniel  Pierce  Esq'  chosen  Recorder  came  into  the 
House  and  gave  Bond  to  the  Speaker  agreeable  to  the  vote  ap- 
pointing him  Recorder,  and  also  took  the  Oath  for  the  faithful! 
Discharge  of  that  office. 


[p.  249.]  Fryday  June  8"  1708,  p.  m. 

The  House  considering  the  message  from  the  Board  in  the 
forenoon  respecting  their  nonconcurring  the  House's  vote  appoint- 
ing a  Coju'*'  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Ace*-'  &c.  passed  the  fol- 
lowing seperate  votes. 

Voted' That  John  Sherburne  Esq.  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  <fe  Capt. 
John  Gidding  be  a  Coin"''  (jf  this  House  to  joyu  with  such  aa 
f>h;ill  be  appointed  by  the  Hon*"""  the  Council  to  Examine  and 
audit  the  Treasurer's' accompts  in  the  Recess  of  the  Court  and. 
also  to  tell  over  the  money  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt  and  Lock 
up  the  same  in  the  Province  Box  and  make  Report  to  the  Gen' 
Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Col"  Goffe.  [Con- 
curred &  Col.  Atkinson,  Jona.  Warner  &  Daniel  Rindge  joined.] 

Voted  That  William  Parker,  Samuel  Livermore  and  Christo- 
pher Toppan  Esq"  be  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  joyn  with 
such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''''  his  Majesty's  Councill  to 
make  Enquiry  Avhat  Powder  money  hath  been  received  and  how 
the  same  has  been  applied  since  the  year  1741.  Sent  up  by  Mr. 
B'.nley,     [Non-concurred.] 
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Saturday  Juue  4""  1768. 

[p.  '250.]  The  Committee  for  Preparing  an  Answer  to  his  Ex- 
cellency's speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Present  Session  pre- 
sented an  Answer  which  they  had  prepared  which  was  read  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

In  your  Excellency's  Speech  to  tlie  Geu'  Ass'"  at  the  opening  of  this  Ses- 
sion your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  Recommend  to  this  House  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  the  granting  an  adequate  supply  for  the  support  of  Government 
the  ensuing  year;  the  granting  a  Permanent  and  fixed  Establishment  for  the 
support  of  his  Majesty's  Governor,  and  the  Providing  for  the  Repair  of  his 
Majesty's  Castle  William  &  Mary. 

These  subjects  have  severally  obtained  the  closest  attention  of  the  House, 
and  after  mature  Deliberation  thereon,  the  House  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  a  piece  of  Hardship  and  Injustice  which  they  cannot  well  answer 
to  grant  any  new  Supplys  to  be  Raised  by  a  Tax  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of 
their  Constituents  now  burdened  and  oppressed  with  numberlojs  hardships, 
for  want  of  being  Divi<ied  into  Countys:  A  griev:mce  which  they  had  the 
greatest  reason  to  expect  should  have  been  Redressed  before  this  time,  which 
would  have  enabled  them  to  have  born  the  burthen  of  taxes  without  Regret. 
This  Redress  the  Assembly  are  still  in  Expectation  is  not  very  remote. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Assembly  have  taken  proper  measures  for  examining 
[p.  251.]  the  State  of  the  Treasury  in  the  Recess  of  the  Court  in  order  to 
know  the  proper  Estimate  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year;  to  the  End 
that  whenever  the  grievance  aforesaid  shall  be  Removed  so  that  his  Majesty's 
subjects  may  enjoy  the  benerits  arising  from  the  administration  of  Justice, 
and  other  County  priviledges  throughout  the  various  Remote  parts  of  the 
Province,  the  Assembly  m\y  be  ready  to  grant  an  adeiiuate  supply  for  the 
support  of  the  Government,  which  his  Majesty's  subjects  by  the  benefits 
aforesaid  being  obtained  will  be  enabled  to  pay. 

The  House  have  voted  your  Excellency's  salary  and  made  provision  for 
payment  tht'reof  the  ensuing  year  i'V  continuing  the  additional  Excise  act 
which  it  is  thought  will  prove  SuuiLient:  and  we  hope  that  an  Assembly  of 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  will  never  be  wanting  to  grant  yearly  an 
honorable  Support  to  his  Majesty's  Governor. 

The  House  have  also  chosen  a  Com'^*  to  joyn  with  such  as  the  Hon'''' 
Board  shall  appoint  to  Examine  what  Powder  money  liath  been  Receiv'd 
since  the  year  1741,  the  amount  whereof  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ascertained  & 
Received  we  hope  will  be  sutlicient  to  put  his  Majestys  Cai-tle  William  & 
Mary  in  good  Repair. 

The  other  Business  of  the  House  proper  for  the  season  and  such  as  hath 
occasionally  come  before  us  is  finished:  And  the  Courts  of  Judicature 
which  are  coming  on  in  succession  will  last  a  considerable  time.  The  House 
therefore  Pray  your  Excellency  would  grant  them  a  Recess. 

The  foregoing  Answer  being  well  oonsiilered  by  the  House, 
Voted,  That  it  be  Presented  to  his  Excellency  in  Answer  to  his 
Speech  at  the  opening  the  present  Ses.«iion. 

Sent  to  his  Exc^  by  Mr.  Livermore  and  Col"  Gotfe. 


[p.  252.]  Monday,  June  T'**  1768. 

Mr.  Sec'  bro't  down  from  the  Board  An  Act  to  enable  three  of 
the  sons  of  Daniel  Rogers  of  Portsmouth,  Apothecary,  to  add 
the  name  Rindf/e  to  their  Chri.stian  name,  with  the  following  vote 
of  Council  thereon,  viz. 
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lu  Councill,  June  4th  nog. 

This  Bill  Read  a  Third  time  and  passed  to  be  enacted. 

T.  Atkinson,  jan.  Sec^. 
[Concurred  &  passed  by  the  House) 


[p.  254.]  Wednesday  June  8"^  1768,  p.  m. 

Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr.  Livius  came  from  the  Board  and  int'orin'd  the 
House  that  the  vote  of  the  House  appointing  a  Com'"  to  make 
Inquiry  what  Powder  money  hath  been  Received  &c.  was  non 
concurred  by  the  Councill  for  the  following  Reasons,  viz. 

1"'.  For  the  unusual  <fe  unaccustomed  method  used  for  obtaining  a  state  of 
any  account  whicli  the  Gen'  Assembly  have  a  Constitutional  Right  to 
Examine,  either  from  the  Receiver  (J-eneral,  or  any  Particular  Receiver,  of 
any  Dutys  or  Taxes  which  constantly  hath  been,  by  Desiring  the  governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief  to  Direct  the  proper  officer  of  any  such  Branch  to  lay 
their  accounts  before  the  Assembly;  &  we  know  of  no  Instance  of  such 
desire  being  Refus'd,  and  in  the  present  case  a  proper  application  hath  not 
yet  been  made  to  the  Governor. 

2^.  As  the  Powder  Received  for  the  Tonnage  Duty  referr'd  to,  is  quite  of 
another  kind,  being  by  the  act  expressly  appropriated  for  supplying  the  Fort 
and  Fortifications  within  this  province  with  gunpowder  only,  &  this  has  been 
so  constantly  understood,  no  Precedent  to  the  contrary  appearing. 

3^^.  Because  the  vote  Directs  the  Committee  to  commence  their  iut|uiry  at 
the  year  1741,  which  the  Council  are  of  opinion,  is  too  partial  an  Enquiry,  & 
that  it  ought  to  begin  in  the  year  1702,  when  the  duty  by  act  was  made 
payable. 


[p.  255.]  Thursday,  .Tune  9"^  1768. 

Voted,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  Desireil  to  Direct 
the  proper  otficer  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  an  accompt 
of  what  Powder  or  money  hath  been  received  agreeable  to  the 
Act  of  this  Province  about  Powder  money,  and  how  the  same 
hath  been  apply'd. 

Sent  up  to  the  Hon'''*  Councill  for  concurrence  by  Mr.  Liver- 
more  &  Maj'  Wright.     [Non  concured.](«) 

(a)  Joum.  C.  <fe  Assm.  June  9"'.  [The  above  vote|  non  concurr'd  for  the 
following  reason  viz.  That  when  the  Council  think  it  necessary  to  see  the 
Receiver's  Ace'  they  can  ask  that  favour  of  his  Excellency  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Hon**'*  Assembly,  as  the  House  may  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  Board,  in  the  method  as  mentioned  in  the  Council's  non  concurrence 
of  the  House's  vote  relative  to  their  ace**  of  Powder  money  of  the  7"" 
Instant. 

Mr.  Livius  dissented  and  moved  that  bis  reasons  for  so  doing  might  be 
entered  on  the  Journal  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  dissention  caused 
objections  to  be  offered  by  some  of  the  Board,  that  the  reasons  if  any  ought 
to  lay  upon  tile,  and  not  be  Recorded  in  the  Journal;  the  determination  oi 
which  wa.s  deferr'd  to  a  future  day. 
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[p.  25t).]  Voted  That  the  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Province  from  the  first  Day  of  July  Last  to  the  present 
time  he  Printed  at  the  cost  of  the  Province,  Provided  the  cost  of 
Printinsr  shall  not  exceed  three  pence  per  sheet  printed  in  the 
manner  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  printed  in  May  1745,  and 
that  William  Parker,  John  Sherburne  and  Meshech  Weare  Esqs. 
be  a  Com"'  to  get  them  printed  in  the  cheapest  and  best  manner 
they  can  ;u«  soon  as  may  be. 

Mr.  Sec'  Brot  down  the  following  Message  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  viz. 

Message  from  the  Governor. 
Mr.  Speaker  — 

An  answer  to  the  Speech  of  19"'  May  from  the  Chair  being  pn^seuted  on 
tlie  sixth  Inst,  liis  Majesty's  service  and  the  Prosperity  of  his  taithfull  sub- 
jects in  this  Province  suggested  to  me  the  following  observations  as  essen- 
tially uei^essary  to  Recommend  to  the  serious  and  candid  consideration  of  the 
Hon'''''  House:  That  a  Supply  Bill  for  the  support  of  Government  is  neces- 
sary, is  supposed:  As  the  Hon''''^  House  adduce  Reasons  of  grievaun;  only 
fornot  granting  it.  Hence  it  may  Justly  be  d'^emed  even  in  their  opinion 
necessary.  It  may  then  be  concluded  if  useful!  ;vud  necessary  it  is  surely  a 
grievance  to  withholil  it,  neither  can  it  be  alleged  to  be  either  President  or 
Desirable  or  to  be  in  any  Degree  an  alleviation  of  a  grievance  to  place 
another  upon  it  from  which  no  possible  advantase  can  Result.  In  the  order 
it  is  olVered.  I  proceed  to  Enquire  into  the  grievance  and  oppression,  ear- 
nestly Desirous  to  approve  myself  a  taithfull  servant  to  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  in  exertinc  my  utmost  Diligence  and  attention  to  Remove  every 
Bin-then  from  his  Majesty's  Subjects  of  this  Province,  whose  true  Interest  I 
shall  continue  to  pursue  with  inflexible  prseverance. 

[p.  2.'5T.  I  That  a  judicious  Division  of  this  Province  into  Counties  would 
l)e  ver>'  usefull  and  advantageous  to  many,  the  Remote  Inhabitants,  is  plainly 
evident  :ind  equally  to  be  <lesired:  yet  it  cannot  be  said  that  tliese  remote 
Inhabitants  are  injured  or  sutfer  in  the  least  by  preffering  a  time  (Probably  but 
a  few  mouths)  to  act  with  Etti.'ct  for  the  desired  mea.<ure.  which  promises  in 
tact  to  expedite  and  facilitate  the  acquirement  of  a  l)eueticial  Division  into 
<"ouuties.  to  a  premature,  uncertain,  inoperative  suspended  Act,  which  the 
experience  of  a  neighborim,'  Province  admonishes  us  would  not  l>e  likely  to 
meet  approbation,  and  which  uncertain  and  inconclusive  as  it  must  have  been 
;vgainst  almost  hope  it.<elf:  yet  even  this  the  various  opinions  and  intercourse 
of  Disquisition  between  the  Hon'''"^  Council  and  Assemldy  so  directly  express'd 
in  the  .Tournals  of  the  hist  sessions  of  the  late  General  Assembly,  inevitably 
precludes  my  entering  into  the  matter  without  humbly  soliciting  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  pei-mission,  as  those  transactions  with  great  wisdom  tend  more 
immediately  to  ascertain,  that  his  Majesty's  Royal  Prerogative  is  herein 
Involved  than  to  any  other  conclusion.  It  therefon'  incontestably  follows 
that  a  Previous  Representation  of  the  measure  for  his  Majesty's  approbation, 
is  the  most  Eligible  and  only  apparent  method  which  was  left  to  obtain  a 
just,  solid  and  effectual  Division  into  Counties,  and  that  no  grievance  or 
oppression  is  sustained  during  the  time  that  tliis  good  measure  indispensably 
requires  to  transact  it:  but  on  the  contrary  that  a  real  and  flagrant  hardship 
and  injustice  would  have  been  laid  on  the  subjects  in  deliberating  upon  and 
forming  an  Act  whicli  I  am  fully  convinced  would  have  been  Rejected,  and 
thence  at  least  a  year  lost,  perhaps  longer;  or  probably  the  whole  suspended 
to  uncertain  futurity;  .Such  a  collusive  Duplicity  Pregnant  with  these  certain 
evils  to  the  People  I  could  not  accede  to  notwithstanding  the  present  Eclat 
of  the  expected  nominal  benefit,  which  would  be  soon  sunk  in  the  bitterness 
of  final  disappr)intment:  But  under  this  arrangement  will  most  probably  ter- 
minate   in    half    the    time    to   the    lasting   and    increa.>*ed    advantage   (>f  the 
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J  P.  2.58.1  Province.  However  that  may  be,  nothing  of  this  supposed  grievance 
lias  liitlitTto  boon  laid  before  the  Chair,  the  whole  matter  havinu  been  agitated 
between  the  two  Houses  only.  I  cannot  therefore  discover  the  aptitude  of 
applying  the  cpiliiets  of  grievance.  Burthens,  Hardships  and  oppression  in 
answer  to  the  Speecli  from  the  ('hair  which  recommended  attention  to  the 
most  int'Tcsting  and  Honorable  concerns  of  the  Province,  and  I  am  fully 
satisfied  that  neither  ray  words  or  conduct  can  liave  any  sucli  intention, 
appearance  or  tendency. 

The  State  of  the  Treasury  which  lias  been  lying  l»efore  the  House  from  the 
first  week  of  tlicir  .Session  consists  of  so  few,  so  plain  and  established  expen- 
ditures that  very  little  time  will  suffice  for  their  inspection,  together  with 
tt'lling  over  the  Paper  Bills  already  Redeemed,  to  l)e  Imrnt,  which  is  cui- 
nently  necess.ary  to  be  Done  for  the  safety  of  your  Constituents. 

Having  acceded  to  a  message  of  the  Hon'''®  House  deliven'd  to  me  by  these 
il(>spectable  Members,  wliich  message  in  expression  and  purport,  widely 
differs  from  the  vote  for  my  Salary  sent  up  to  the  Hon'''^  Council,  the  Result 
of  which  I  luive  not  been  inform'd  of,  and  cautiously  Regarding  the  certainty 
Du*'  to  '-very  L -gislative  transaction.  I  am  thereby  much  embarassed  in  con- 
sidering tills  matter.  Tlierefoiv  I  do  not  at  present  observe  thereon  or 
Ki'tnark  tlie  uncertain  Provision  for  complying  with  the  vote  charged  upon 
tiic  Treasury  hitherto  uusupplied,  and  in  fact  being  unpossess'd  of  any  unap- 
propriated cerfain  fun<l.  The  Excise  Act  being  only  tho't  sufficient  and  the 
continuance  KefcrrM  to  being  no  more  than  Explanatory,  and  more  plainly 
coercive  of  the  original,  but  is  by  no  means  additional  as  the  Journals  will 
evince  wherein  the  Hon'''"  House  declined  augmenting  tliat  Revenue  the 
.•smallest  fraction,  tho"  mov'd  thereto  for  the  convenience  of  calculation  and 
Payments. 

Whatever  may  be  the  State  of  the  Receits  on  tiie  Powder  act,  the  appro- 
priation \p.  259.1  is  wisely  and  unalterably  for  Powder  only,  the  Result  of 
■niiuiry  thereon  cannot  well  Delay  the  consideration  of  adequate  aid  to  Pre- 
serve the  iniildings  and  fortifications  from  Ruin. 

I  have  been  constantly  ready  and  lesirous  to  afford  every  constitutional 
assistance  in  my  Power  to  expedite  and  complete  the  various  business  of  the. 
Province,  and  have  only  to  Regrett  that  so  much  time  &  Expence  hath  not 
been  more  conclusive,  ami  that  the  Intervention  of  the  Courts  of  Law  which 
cannot  at  present  be  adjourned  without  manifest  Detriment  to  those  who  are. 
seekin.'  .Justice,  may  Render  it  expedient  to  defer  an  effectual  consideralion 
of  these  matters  to  a  time  more  convenient  to  the  Province:  in  which  I  tnwt 
the  neces.sary  business;  will  be  done  with  the  Readiest  Dispatch. 

.1.    WK  NT  WORTH. 

Council  Chamber 
'.f'^  June.  17«8. 

Mr.  iSec-'  (Mine  from  the  Board  and  infonuc'*!  the  house  tliat  the 
followiiiLj  Bills  luive  Received  his  E.\:celleiiey"s  Assent,  viz, 

Tiie  Act  for  constituting  a  New  Parish  in  Dover. 
The  Act  in  addition  to  the  Proportion  Act  as  pass'd  22''  March. 
The  Act  for  Doc'   Rogers  sons  to  add    the  name  Rindge  to  their  cliristian 
name. 
The  Act  for  i>recting  a  new  Parish  in  Hampton  Falls.  («) 

[a)  Other  votes,  acc'%  petitions  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by 
the  Council,  from  May  17,  to  June  0,  1768. 

Petition  of  Benj.  Prescott  of  Raymond  against  his  son  Benj"  for  fraud  in 
depriving  him  of  a  Deed:  hearing  granted. 

P'^tition  ')f  Win.  Frost  and  others,  to  raike  sale  of  certain  lands:  hearing 
granted. 
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Acc^  of  Rich"!  Jenness  for  wood  for  Gen'  Assem.  £6 :  10  lawful  money, 
allowed. 

Ace'  of  Noah  Parker,  for  cleaning  guns,  &c.  £16:  19  lawful  money, 
allowed. 

Nathan  Rowe  allowed  £3:  10  for  apprehending  Annar  Tobey. 

Stephen  Ames,  Thos.  Tarbell  &  Whitcomb  Powers,  for  taking  Inventory  oi 
rateable  Estates  of  No.  1,  &  mile  Slip,  allowed  £3:  9  lawful  money. 

WJUiam  Smith  and  John  Swan,  tor  taking  Inventory  of  Peterborough  Slip, 
allowed  £2 :  8  lawful  money. 

Capt.  Thos.  Bell,  for  graving  the  Castle  Barge  &c.  allowed  £1:  19:  7  law- 
ful money. 

Meshech  Weare  for  Books  for  .Journals  of  Assembly  <kc.  allowed  £1:  3:  .i 
Do. 

Wm.  Appleton,  for  Books  for  Province  Records,  allowed  £12 :  0  Do. 

Bill  to  enable  Executors  of  the  Will  of  Mary  Prescott  to  sell  lands  Jcc. 
passed. 

Ace'  of  Daniel  and  Robert  Fowle  for  paper  and  printing,  £2o :  14  lawful 
money,  allowed. 

Theu  the  Sec^  by  his  Exc^*  Direction  adjourned  the  Gen'  Aesm. 
to  Tuesday  the  fifth  day  of  July  next  at  ten  o'clock,  A,  M. 

Attes'  M.  Weave,  Cl^ 


[Journal  of  Council  &  Assembly.] 

Tuesday  July  S"'  1768. 

[His  Excellency  was  pleased  further  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  to 
Tuesday  the  23**  day  of  August  next  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.] 


[p.  260'.]  Tuesday,  Aug"  23^  1768. 

A  number  of  the  members  met  according  to  adjournment  —  and 
adjourned,  till 

Wednesday,  Aug"  24"^  1768,  p.  m. 

Maj''  Downing  and  Richard  Jenness  Esq.  were  appointed  to  wait 
on  his  Excellency  and  inform  him  there  was  a  Quorum  of  the 
House  met. 

Thev  accordinorlv  waited  on  his  Excellency  and  made  Return 
that  they  had  deliver'd  the  message  and  his  Excellency  Informd 
them  that  he  would  be  at  the  Ct>uncill  Board  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  he  had  receivM  from 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Burgesees  of  the  Province  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  Avas  read  and  on  file.  (1) 

(I)  See  this  Letter  in  fall  with  the  answer  thereto,  in  a  dubfteijueiit  portion  of  the  Janmal 
of  the.  Houte,  (date  April  16.  1770,  and  marg.  page  22.)— Ed. 
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'  Thursday  Aug'  25*  1768. 

Col"  Warner  aud  Mr.  Livius  Bro't  Down  a  message  from  higi- 
Excellency  Respecting  a  Supply  Bill,  as  on  tile. 

Governor's  Message. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov™  Mess-'  Vol.  III.  p.  339.1 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea  : 

Tlie  incontestible  importance  to  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  to  the  well  beinff 
of  the  Province,  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  recommend  to  the  Hon- 
orable House,  that  previous  to  all  other  considerations,  they  wou'd  enter  into 
the  Expediency  of  granting  such  supplys  as  are  just  and  adequate  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government.  That  the  Honorable  House  might  have  every  requisite 
Information  to  this  end,  the  Treasurer  hath  by  my  direction,  some  time  since, 
extiibiteil  the  Province  accounts,  before  the  Honorable  House ;  therefore  I 
cannot  but  suppose  that  this  measure  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  Prov- 
ince, will  in  a  very  short  time  be  concluded.  I  have  it  also  earnestly  to 
recommend  to  the  Honorable  House  that  they  would  provide  a  sufficient 
Fund  to  redeem  the  paper  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  that  are  yet  piissing 
as  a  currency  solely  upon  the  Reliance  placed  on  the  good  faith  of  the  Prov- 
ince, altho'  they  iiave  some  time  since  expired  by  law.  I  Hatter  myself  it 
cannot  possibly  be  necessary  to  expedite  the  consideration  of  these  Recom- 
mendations in  their  various  parts  by  adducing  Reasons  to  elucidate  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  providing  support  for  tlie  administration  of  Government; 
or  to  facilitate  a  measure  of  such  evident  reasonableness  and  importance,  by 
observing  the  small  sum  that  can  be  necessary  for  the  Provincial  services;  as 
httle  need  can  there  be  of  a  second  thought  (other  than  in  providing  means) 
uprightly  to  redeem  the  bills  of  Credit,  and  in  doing  such  equal  Justice  thereby 
to  support  the  honor  &  public  faith  of  the  Province.  I  have  therefore  only 
to  assure  the  Honorable  House,  that  whatever  money  they  may  grant,  shall 
be  faithfully  applied  to  the  intention  of  the  grant  with  the  greatest  diligence 
and  prudence:  And  that  I  trust  they  will  enable  me  very  soon  to  give  a  Re- 
cess to  the  General  Court,  until  a  more  convenient  season  of  the  year. 

J.  Wkntworth. 
Council  Chamber 
2.5  August,  1768. 

P.   M. 

[p.  261.]  A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Parker  to 
Enquire  whether  the  Excise  Act  and  vote  for  his  Excy'  salary 
were  concurr'd,  who  returned  and  inlbrm'd  the  House  that  they 
were  not  concur'd. 

A  message  was  sent  to  his  Exc^  by  Mr.  Waldron,  Col"  Moulton 
and  Mr.  Jenuess  to  desire  his  Exc^  to  Direct  the  Treasurer  to 
make  out  his  Ace''  full  up  to  the  present  time. 

[p.  262.]  Upon  a  motion  made  Tho'  Westbrook  VValdron  Esq. 
was  added  to  the  Com'"  for  preparing  .m  Address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty *fcc. 


Saturday  Aug*  27'*'  1768. 

[p.  263.]  A  petition  to  his  Majesty  being  Drawn  up  and  Pre- 
sented to  the  flouse  by  the  Com'^*  appointed  for  that  purpose  wa* 
read. 
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Voted  That  it  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  seat  to  the  agent 
tor  thi^  Province  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  to  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty. 


NOTE   BY   THE   EI>ITOR. 

[It  appeaiTJ  from  a  subsequent  record  in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  that  the 
address  to  his  Majesty  was  not  sent  till  April,  1770.  (See  date.  April  14, 1770, 
marg.  page  19.)  Whether  the  letter  which  here  follows  addressed  to  Barlow 
Trecothick,  Esq.,  was  sent  at  this  time  or  afterwards  is  uncertain.  The  Doc- 
uments which  will  be  found  on  marginal  pages  21-81  are  of  great  interest.) 


Letter  to  Barlow  Trecothick  JE.-^q. 
[Copied  from  MS.  (^orr..  Vol.  III.  p.  299.] 

Portsmouth.  New  Hampshire 
Xoveraber  17"^  176S.      . 
Sir  — 

The  Assembly  of  this  Province  have  thought  their  Duty  obliged  them  to 
represent  to  his  Majesty  the  Burdens  &  Hardships  their  constituents  su8- 
tain'd  by  the  late  acts  of  Parliament  which  have  succeeded  the  Stamp  Act  & 
almost  as  grievous. 

This  is  a  complaint  you  are  sensible  runs  thro'  the  Continent  of  British 
America  and  as  that  was  the  oa*e  the  Assembly  tho't  it  was  their  Duty  to  let 
his  Majesty  know  they  were  not  insensible  of  the  Ground  of  this  Complaint, 
had  the  same  value  «Sr  esteem  for  their  liberties  &  Privileges  that  his  Majestys 
other  subjects  have  &  equally  deprecate  the  Loss  of  them. 

They  therefore  before  their  late  Prorogation,  having  prepared  the  Petition 
herewith  sent,  ordered  me  to  transmit  it  to  you  as  agent  for  the  Province 
with  the  desire  of  the  House  that  you  wou'd  present  it  to  his  Majesty  as  soon 
;is  may  be  with  propriety  after  it  comes  to  your  hands.  Yet  I  presume  this 
iloes  not  exclude  you  as  their  agent  from  judging  of  the  litness  cfe  expediency 
of  the  thing  of  the  fittest  time  of  such  a  presentation  or  whether  it  will  be 
best  wholly  to  suppress  it,  as  you  know  thf  Temper  ot  the  Parliament  min- 
istry dc  of  his  Majesty  also  at  the  present  much  better  than  we  at  this  dis- 
tance. But  must  ipfOrui  you  I  have  it  not  in  Commission  from  the  House  to 
i)rter  these  considerations  >V  they  are  only  my  private  sentiments  suggested 
by  the  nature  of  the  case.  I  must  therefore  submit  the  matter  to  your  own 
judgment,  after  telling  you  that  my  orders  were  without  any  condition  or 
Limitation  to  send  it  &  to  request  that  it  should  be  presented. 

I  am  with  due  Pvegard 

Your  humble  serv' 

(No  signature.) 

Barlow  Trecothick,  Es(|. 
Indorsed  —  "  Copy  of  a  Letter 
Barlow  Trecothick.  Esq. 
Agent,  London.  17  Nov.  1768."' 


The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  Letter  from  ti»e 
Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Burirc^ses  in  Viririnia  to  tlie  Speaker  of 
this  Hou^e  comniunieated  on  Wednesday  la.st,  and  thereupon 

Voted    and  Resolved,  that  this  House  heartily  (1)  concur   in 

(\)  This  w>jrcl  is  partly  erase  I  in  rhe  rfM'oiil.  —  Kd. 
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sentiments  with  the  house  of  Burgesses  utoresaid  in  said  Letter 
Kepresented,  and  that  tlie  Spealier  be  desired  to  Represent  the 
same  in  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  said  House  of  Burgesses  and 
inform  liiin  o(  the  petition  voted  by  this  House,  to  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty.  (I) 

Voted  That  VVilliam  Parker  and  Samuel  Livermore  Esqr"  wait 
on  his  Excellency  and  inform  him  that  a  Com'*"  is  chosen  to 
examine  the  Treasurer's  Ace"  and  other  things  Necessary  to  be 
done  Previous  i(j  making  a  Supply  Bill  which  will  require  some 
time  and  it  being  now  a  busie  season  of  the  year  to  desire  that 
his  Exc^  would  be  pleased  to  adjourn  the  Gen'  Ass"'  for  some  time 
that  those  things  might  be  done  in  the  Recess. 

They  acconlingly  waited  on  his  Exc^  cfc  Return'd  and  informM 
the  Speaker  that  they  had  Deliver'd  the  message  ami  that  his 
Exc^  will  send  an  answer  in  the  atlernoon. 

[i-.  264.]  P.   M. 

The  Dep'-^'  Secretary  bro't  the  following  writterj  message  from 
his  Excellency,  viz.  , 

Mr.  Speaker  and  GentLemett  of  the  Houae  of  lleprenentatives  — 

William  Parker  and  tjamuel  Livermore  Esqr*.  having  presented  to  me  a 
verball  message  from  the  Hon^'"  House  informing  me  that  the  Previous  steps 
essential  to  the  full  completion  of  those  Recommendations  in  my  last  message 
to  the  Hon'''*'  House  and  referr'd  to  the  Conii'''' for  that  end  already  ap- 
pointed, which  service  will  necessarily  Require  some  considerable  time  to 
accomplish,  and  that  therefore  the  Hon'''*  House  well  considering  and  judging 
that  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  their  constituents  Request  a  Recess:  —  Hence 
1  have  tho't  fit  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  it  is  accordingly  atljourued  to  the  18"'  of  October  next  aHO 
o'clock,  A.  M. 


Council  Chamber,  New  Hamp 
27"^  Aug'.  1768. 


.1.  VVextworth. 


JLetter  to  the  iSpeaker  of  the  House  of  -Biirytuses  in   Virginia. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Corr.  Vol.  HI,  p.  295.  | 
Sir  — 

Tlie  very  iicceptable  Letter  from  the  Hon"'*  House  of  Burgesses  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire came  safe  to  hand,  and  has  been  communicated  to  this  House  —  Who- 
gladly  Embrace  the  opportunity  of  Declaring  their  intire  i;oncurrence  with 
those  Sentiments  of  Liberty  expressed  in  your  Letter;  expressed  with  that 
firmness  whicli  becomes  free  born  Englishmen,  yet  tempered  with  unexcep- 
tional Loyalty  and  Subjection  to  Parliamentary  Authority,  in  everything 
agreeable  to  the  fundamental  Maxims  of  the  British  Government.  It  affords- 
high  satisfaction  to  this  House,  that  they  entertain  the  same  views  of  the 
late  grievous  Acts  of  Parliament  with  the  rest  of  their  American  Brethren, 
and  which  your  Hon'  House  have  in  a  friendly  manner  communicated. 

Tliey  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  they  have  already  endeavored 
to  represent,  in  a  proper  light,  these  unconstitutional  Infringments  upon  the 
Liberty  and  property  of  his   Ma,jesty's  faithful  subjects  in  America,  in  an 

(t)Sec  said  Petition  in  lull  under  dati;  April  14.  1770.  on  raargin  page  19  foUowini;.  —  Ed. 
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humble  petition  to  the  King,  imploring  his  paternal  interposition  for  their 
Relief.  Their  Allegiance  remains  unshaken  by  all  the  violences  which  have 
lately  been  offered  to  the  Constitution ;  nor  do  they  indulge  the  most  secret 
wish  to  see  their  Colonies  Independent  on  the  Parent  Country;  but  on  the 
contrary,  feel  the  deepest  concern  at  eveiy  unhappy  Incident,  that  may  have 
a  tendency  to  interrupt  that  perfect  Harmony  and  weaken  that  natural  con- 
nexion, which  are  the  Strength.  Safety  &  Health  of  the  whole  Empire. 
They  are  very  sensible,  that  the  Duties  Imposed  by  the  late  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  some  of  the  most  necessary  articles  of  Commerce,  for  the  sole  and 
express  purpose  of  Raising  a  Revenue,  are  Equivalent  to  the  most  Direct 
Internal  taxation ;  and  that  in  this  Respect  a  power  is  claimed  and  Exercised 
by  the  Legislative  Authority  of  Great  Britain,  to  take  what  sums  of  money 
they  please  Irom  the  Collonies,  without  any  Grants  made  by  the  People,  who 
are  not,  and  cannot  be  Represented  in  the  British  Parliament.  And  they 
ar'  fully  persuaded  that  these  last  Acts  are,  in  their  nature  and  effects  very 
little  different  from  the  former  oppressive  Stamp  Act;  but  equally  tend  to 
the  Destruction  of  Liberty  and  Commerce. 

They  morever  consider  every  exertion  of  power  to  inforce  these  unconsti- 
tutional Acts,  as  Dangerous  to  the  peace  &  welfare  both  of  Great  Britain  «fe 
the  Colonies :  Especially  any  attempts  to  Deprive  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  in  America,  in  their  respective  Assemblies,  of  the  full  freedom 
of  voting  in  affairs  which  properly  belong  to  this  Branch  of  authority,  by 
sending  peremtory  mandates,  armed  with  the  TeiTors  of  a  suspention  or 
Dissolution  of  their  Legislative  Power,  if  they  Refuse  to  comply.  Their 
anxiety  &  Distress  are  iu(?teased  in  a  very  high  degree  by  the  appearance  of 
warlike  preparations  making  at  this  time  by  Great  Britain,  not  so  much 
against  a  Common  Enemy,  as  to  intimidate  her  own  Children,  and  force 
them  into  a  submission  to  those  very  Burthens  of  which  they  are  complain- 
ing. They  are  struck  with  horror  at  the  very  idea  of  Civil  Wars  in  America, 
and  earnestly  hope  never  to  be  put  to  the  Dreadful  Alternative,  either  to 
take  the  Sword,  or  submit  ^  give  up  all  English  Liberties. 

This  House  will  always  consider  it  as  their  Duty,  Honor  and  Highest  ambi- 
tion, to  manifest  the  most  sincere  Loyalty  &  affection  to  their  Sovereign,  to 
do  their  utmost  to  maintain  Lawful  authority,  and  to  shew  Equal  zeal  with 
any  of  their  Brethren  on  this  Continent  for  the  Prosperity  of  the  Nation,  «fe 
tlie  preservation  of  those  Liberties  and  priviledges  which  are  the  Impregna- 
ble Bulwarks  of  the  British  Government.  And  they  are  Determined  to  use 
their  best  Endeavors  to  prevent  all  Tumults  &  whatever  tends  to  open  Rebel- 
lion and  anarchy,  while  they  heartily  unite  in  pursuing  such  sober  constitu- 
tional measures  as  may  most  effectually  procure  the  removal  of  all  causes  of 
complaint,  fix  our  Liberties  on  a  firm  basis,  cement  the  Colonies  to  Great 
Britain  with  all  the  strength  of  Mutual  Interest,  affection  &  Confidence,  and 
open  the  obstructed  Channels  of  National  Commerce. 

[No  signature.] 
Indorsed  —  "  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the 

House  of  Commons  in  Virginia."' 


[p.  265.]  Tuesday  18'"  Oct^  1768. 

Some  of  tlie  members  but  not  a  Quorum  met  according  to 
ndjournm'  [&  adjourned  till] 

Wednesday  Oct^  19"^  1768. 
P.  M. 

[p.  266.]  Mr.  President  of  the  Councill  bro't  down  from  tiie 
Board  the  Report  of  the  Com'"  chosen  to  examine  the  Trea.s- 
iirer's  Ace"  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 


1768.]  JOURNAL   OF   THE   HOUSE.  191 

Province  of  |.    q^^^i^^^  1»">  1768. 

New  Haoiipsf        ) 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  being  appointed  a  Com'®*-'  by  the 
Gen'  Ass'"  to  examine  tlie  Treasurer's  acco''  liave  attended  that  service  and 
have  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  ace*  of  the  Hon'"'*  George  Jaflrey  Esq. 
Treasurer  »feo.  and  find  them  well  vouched  and  Right  cast,  and  accordingly 
beg  leave  so  to  Report  the  same.  The  Ballance  due  to  the  Province  being 
Nineteen  Pounds  four  shillings  &  Eight  Pence  three  farthings  Lawful  money 
exclusive  of  outstanding  Taxes. 

Theoilore  Atkinson 

Jonathan  Warner 

Daniel  Rindge  i   r-^^^^-^^^ 

John  Sherburne  ^  Comviittee. 

John  Giddinge 
Chris'  Toppan 

Mr.  President  also  ialbrm'd  the  House  that  the  Paper  Bills 
they  had  couuted  were  in  the  Box  Ready  to  be  burnt,  and  also 
proposed  that  some  person  or  persons  might  be  appointed  if  the 
House  tho't  proper  to  take  some  of  the  good  Bills  to  exchange 
for  old. 


[p.  267.]  '  Tuesday  t>0">  October  1768,  a.  m. 

The  Clerk  being  absent,  Voted  That  Samuel  Hobart  Esq.  be 
Olerk  pro  Tempore. 

The  Hon'  Daniel  Peirce  tfc  George  Jaffrey  Esq'  brought  the  fol- 
lowing written  message  from  his  Excellency,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  <fc  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

An  exact  state  of  the  Treasury  being  now  ascertain' d  &  again  laid  before 
the  Hon'"*'  House,  by  ray  command  to.  the  Treasurer,  it  must  readily  appear 
that  supply  is  necessary  to  bo  grantetl  for  the  support  of  Government,  also  to 
redeem  the  yet  outstanding  Bills  of  Credit,  vk  to  pay  the  Muster  Rolls  &  Inci- 
dental charges  of  his  Majesty's  Castle  William  <Sc  Mary  now  due  —  The  Jus- 
tice, Honor  &  utility  of  this  measure  had  they  not  heretofore  been  observed, 
could  not  but  have  occurred  to  the  Hon'''"^  House,  as  the  indispensable  object 
of  their  early  cousiileration.  I  entertain  singular  Pleasure  in  having  it  in 
command  to  signify  his  Majesty's  most  gratious  approbation  of  his  Province 
[p.  268.]  of  New  Hampshire,  which  is  communicated  to  the  Hon'''*  House  in 
the  Extract  ii(  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough's  Letter  herewith,  that  so  great  & 
■iesirable  an  Honor  may  not  suffer  diminution  from  any  other  expression. 
This  ample  testimony  of  the  Wisdom  that  hath  happily  distinguished  this 
Province  hitherto,  cannot  fail  to  be  an  irresistible  motive  to  persevere  there- 
in, &  is  the  most  powerfull  reason  to  expect  that  permanent  prosperity  will 
be  the  Result.  1  think  it  expedient  to  communicate  the  Paragraph  in  the 
same  letter  relating  to  the  Division  of  the  Province  into  Counties,  whereby 
the  Honorable  House  will  undoubtedly  perceive  the  ready  attention  paid  to 
that  important  subject.  It  is  my  earnest  recommendation  that  the  Business 
now  under  deliberation  may  be  dispatch'd  with  the  greatest  assiduity  that 
may  effect  the  Publick  service  which  will  assuredly  meet  my  utmost  aid  »fc 
readiest  concurrence. 

J.  Wentwokth. 
Council  Chamber, 
20'"  Oct.  1768. 
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Copy  of  the  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honbl.  the  Earl  of  HilMor- 

ough,  dated 

Whitehall,  9"'  July,  1T«6. 

•'It  is  his  Majesty's  Ploaaure  that  you  shoud  assure  his  faithfull  subjects 
in  New  Hampshire,  that  his  Majesty  has  nothins;  more  at  heart  than  to  pro- 
mote their  welfare  &  Happiness,  whose  cheartul  obedience  to  the  Laws  of 
this  Kingdom  &  steady  Resolution  in  refusing  to  accede  to  the  measures  A 
Proposals  which  have  been  urged  with  so  much  indecent  warmth  in  other 
Colonies  cannot  fail  to  recommend  them  to  his  Royal  Favour  *  Counte- 
nance." 

*'  As  the  Propriety  of  a  Division  of  the  Colony  into  ( "ounties  has  already 
been  before  the  Lords  of  Trade,  those  parts  of  your  letter  which  relate  to 
this  matter  will  be  very  proper  for  their  Lordships  consideration.  &  I  thinl<  I 
may  venture  to  assure  you,  that  final  Justice  and  due  attention  will  be  given 
to  the  reasons  you  urge  in  support  of  this  measure ;  at  the  same  time  I 
cannot  but  think,  that  it  wou'd  have  been  a  still  greater  Inducement  to  the 
recommendation  of  it,  if  the  Proposition  had  been  accompanied  w'^^  some 
assurances  of  a  propper  support  of  8uch  Establishments  as  a  Constitutiotv  of 
this  nature  necessarily  requires. 

To  his  Excellency 
Governor  Wentwoctit.'' 

P.  M. 

[i'.  -269.]  Tlie  Ace"  of  the  Hon.  (Teorge  JattVvy  Ks([.  Treasiuer 
being  read, 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  allowed,  and  that  he  L-hai-ge  hiinselt' 
with  the  Ballance  therein  mentioned,  being  nineteen  )iounds  four 
."hillings  &  eisrht  pence  three  farthings,  &  also  with  the  Money 
rendered  as  outstanding  Taxes  in  the  several  places  therein  inen- 
tionM,  amounting  to  Three  hundred  &  thirty  one  [pounds  nineteen 
shillings  &  one  peny  half  peny  Lawful  Money,  which  will  make 
the  Treasury  Ace"  more  plain  &  Easy  to  be  settled  in  future. 


Fryday,  Oct.  21"   17G8. 

The  Treasurer's  Ace'*  past  yesterday  were  this  day  sent  to  the 
Board  by  the  Clerk  ami  a  message  to  the  Board  to  Enquire 
whether  the  Excise  Bill  <v\'\s  passed  by  the  Conncill,  as  the  House 
have  under  consideration  making  a  Supply  Bill  to  Desire  the 
Councill  will  pass  upon  the  Excise  Bill  now  before  them. 

Voted  That  William  Parker,  John  Sherburne  and  .Josiah  Wil- 
iard,  Esqrs.  be  a  Com"'''  to  prepare  an  act  to  enable  the  Treasurer 
where  aid  is  wanting  to  collect  outstanding  taxes. 


[p.  270.]  Saturday  ()ct^  •J•2^  ITfix. 

An  Act  tor  supplying  the  Treasury  of  the  Province  with  the 
sura  of  two  thousand  Sc  two  hundred  Pounds  Lawful  money  for 
the  currant  year  to  be  apply'd  as  is  therein  Declared,  Having 
been  three  times  read, 
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Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.     Sent  up  by  Coll°  Willurd, 
De.ic"  Knowles  *fc  Capt.  Chamberlin.     [Concurred  and  passed,] 


Monday  Oct^  24,  1768, 

[p.  271.]  Mr.  Jattrey  Brot  trom  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Gilsum  &  Westmoreland  praying  to  be 
Incorporated  into  a  Distinct  Town, —  which  being  considered  and 
the  votes  of  each  Town  showing  their  willingness,  also  a  Plan 
produced, 

[p,  272.]  Voted  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  incorporating  said  Town  Prayed  for,  the  Bounds  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  said  Plan.     Sent  up  by  Col°  Goife.     [Concurred.] 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Com'**  for  telling  money  in 
the  Treasury  to  be  burnt,  viz. 

?ewHrpr     }  September  14tM768.       ' 

The  Committee  appointed  by  vote  of  the  Gen'  Assm.  to  tell  over  and  Re- 
ceive from  the  Treasurer  such  sums  as  might  be  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt 
agreeable  to  the  several  Acts  for  emitting  the  same,  have  accordingly  ac- 
compted  &  Received  from  Mr.  Treasurer  Jaflrey  the  following  sums,  viz. 


Of  the  first  Emission 

£1:    2:    6 

2d 

1 

3* 

0:    0:   0 

4tii 

89:    4 

5t»> 

43:    9 

6*» 

10:    0 

7fli 

23:  11 

8* 

640:18:    6 

9th 

687 :  12:  10  1-2 

£1504:18:  101-2 

Committee. 


Sterling  in  Sterhng  Bills,  also  Forty  pounds  nine  shillings  Sterhng  for  a  Bill 
of  Exchange.  We  have  also  Received  in  Canada  &  Crown  Point  Bills  Re- 
ceived by  the  Treasurer  for  Taxes,  outstanding  Taxes  and  money  Exchanged 
for  Silver  and  Gold  —  Nine  thousand  Two  Hiindred  &  Six  Pounds  Twelve 
shillings  &  Two  pence  one  Farthing  New  Tenor,  all  which  sums  we  have 
locked  up  in  the  Province  Strong  Box  &  now  waits  the  order  of  the  Greneral 
^^^sembly. 

Theodore  Atkinson 

Jonathan  Warner 

Daniel  Rindge 

John  Sherbimie 

Jacob  Sheafe 

Richard  Downing 

Whereas  the  managei-s  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals  Lottery  have  rep- 
resented to  the  Gen'  Ass™  That  they  have  used  the  best  methods 
they  could  for  selling  the  Ticketts  for  the  first  class  of  said  Lot- 
tery ;  [p.  273.]  But  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  money  there  are 
but  few  of  said  Tickets  sold,  and  they  have  no  prospect  of  the  sale 
of  the  Tickets  sufficient  to  carry  the  Design  of  the  act  into  Exe- 
13 
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cution,  and  Prayed  the  Direction  of  the  Gen^  Ass"  herein  :  which 
representation  being  considered, 

Resolved  and  voted,  That  the  Managers  of  s-*  Lottery  give 
publick  notice  that  such  as  have  purchased  Tickets  may  receive 
their  money  again  by  applying  to  them  and  'producing  the  Tickets, 
and  that  said ''Lottery  be 'carried  on  no  further.  Sent  up  by  Mr. 
Wiggins,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assin.  Xov.  25"^  p.  m.  A  member  bro't  up  from  the  House 
a  vote  permitting  the  managers  of  Isle  of  Shoals  Lottery  to  recal  the  Tickets 
sold  bv  them  and  return  the  adventurers  their  money,  it  being  found  imprac- 
ticable (on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cash)  to  dispose  of  them:  Sent  down 
on  an  amendment  proposed. 


Wednesday,  Oct'  •26'^  1768. 

Voted,  That  Col"  Clement  March,  John  Sherburne  Esq'  and 
Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such 
as  the  Governor  &  Council  shall  appoint  to  Farm  out  the  Excise 
on  Spirituous  Liquor  for  one  year  commencing  the  first  Tuesday  in 
September  last,  agreeable  to  an  Act  P;\ssed  the  present  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  "  for  continuing  the  last  Excise  Bill  to  be 
in  force  for  one  year  longer."  To  be  farmed  to  such  Receiver  or 
Receivers  ;is  they  shall  judge  Best,  to  be  Commissioned  by  the 
Governor  to  make  a  faithful  Collection  hereof  and  authorized  to 
prosecute  any  offenders  against  the  Laws  in  this  case  provided,  & 
that  the  money  arising  thereby  bc'put  into  the  Province  Treasury 
to  be  apply'd  to  the  uses  of  Government  as  the  Governor,  Coun- 
cil! &  Assembly  shall  order,  and  that  the  Receiver  or  Receivers  to 
whom  the  same  shall  be  farm'd  shall  give  security  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Province  tor  the  time  being  as  said  Committee  shall 
Direct  for  pajnng  into  the  Treasury  all  such  money  as  they  shall  so 
agree  for.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Greeley. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Charlestown  for  establishing 
and  clearing  a  Road  from  said  Charlestown  to  Merrimack  River, 
being  read  and  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
oblige  the  Proprietors  ot  the  several  Towns  through  which  said 
Road  marked  out  as  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition  passes,  to  clear 

•  and  make  said  Road  Passable.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Willard. 

[p.  274.]  Mr.  Sec'  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Resolve  of  the 
House  Relative  to  the  Managers  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals  Lottery  and 
Informed  the  House  the  Council  will  concur  it  with  this  addition, 
That  the  Petitioners  for  said  Lottery  Pay  the  Managers  the  Ex- 
pence  they  have  been  at  in  attempting  to  carry  the  Design  into 
Execution. 

Mr.  Sec-'  brought  from  the  Board  the  vote  of  the  House  for  a 
Com"**  to  farm  out  the  Excise  sent  up  this  day  with  the  following 

•  vote  of  Councill  thereon,  viz. 
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In  Council,  Eodem  die. 
Read  and  concurred  with  this  amendment  viz.  That  no  member  of  Councill 
or  Assembly  shall  be  a  purchaser  of  the  Excise  Revenue  or  Surety  for  th<* 
Payment  thereof,  and  that  the  Security  given  shall  be  by  Bond  and  Coufea- 
aiou  of  Juil!?ment  in  some  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record  within  this 
Province,  or  before  two  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature  in  any  vacation,  and  entered  in  the  Records  of  said  Court. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec>. 

P.M. 

The  Petition  of  William  Moulton  and  James  Paul  of  Stoning- 
ton  in  the  Great  Cohass  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  Rest  of 
the  Proprietors  &  Inhabitants  of  said  Stonington  for  a  Road  to 
be  cleare«l  fi-oni  said  Stonington  to  Moultonborough  &c.  being 
Read  &  Considered. 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  have  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
clearing  and  making  Passable  a  Road  through  said  Towns  of 
Wolfesboroiigh,  Tuftonborough,  Moultonborough  and  other  Town- 
ships and  Tracts  of  land  where  said  Road  can  best  be  made  and 
most  Direct  to  Stonington  mentioned  in  the  Petition  and  to  sub- 
ject [p.  275.]  the  Proprietors  of  the  several  Townships  or  Tracts 
of  Land  already  granted  to  clear  and  make  passable  said  Roads 
through  their  Respective  Townships  or  Tracts,  and  if  said  Road 
shall  Pass  through  any  ungranted  Lands  the  proprietors  of  said 
Stonington  may  cause  the  same  to  be  clear'd  and  made  Passable 
and  Render  an  accompt  of  the  cost  thereof  to  the  General  Assem- 
bl)i;  which  account  being  allowed  the  grantees  to  whom  said 
Lands  may  hereafter  be  granted  shall  pay  part  of  such  accompt  in 
proportion  to  the  Part  they  shall  obtain  of  such  ungranted  Lands 
through  wliich  the  Road  passes.     Sent  up   by  Doc""  Bartlett. 

The  vote  of  Councill  on  the  House's  vote  for  a  Com'^  to 
farm  the  Excise  bro't  down  this  Day  read  and  unanimously  non- 
concurred,  and 

Voted  to  adhere  to  the  vote  of  the  House  as  sent  to  the  Board. 
Sent  up  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk. 

Also  the  vote  respecting  the  managers  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals 
Lottery  bro't  Down  from  the  Board  in  the  forenoon  for  an  amend- 
ment, was  sent  up  again  with  a  verbal  message  by  the  Clerk,  That 
the  House  could  not  think  it  proper  to  oblige  the  Petitioner*  to 
pay  the  managers  the  expence  they  have  been  at  or  to  oblige  any 
others  before  the  mana-^ers  ace"  were  bro't  in  &  allow'd. 


Thursday,  Oct'  27,  1768. 

Whereas  a  vote  pass'd  in  the  House  and  was  sent  to  the  Hon'" 
Board  in  May  1767  for  an  allowance  for  officers,  Soldiers  &c.  for 
fort  William  tfe  Mary,  which  vote  we  are  informed  by  a  message 
from  the  Board  was  not  pass'd  by  the  Councill,  and  this  matter 
being  again  considered  by  the  House, 
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[p.  276.1     Voted,  That  there  be  iiilowed  and  paid  unto  his  Ex- 

'ellency  John   Wentworth  Es(j;  as  Captain  General    and    Com- 

lander  of  his  Majesty's  fort  William  &  Mary  the  sum  of  one 

undred  Pounds  as  an  allowance  for  Officers  and  Soldiers  Billet- 

ig  and  all  charges  and  Expences  relative  to  said   Fort  from  the 

ii5"'  of  March  1767  to  the  -25"*  of  March  1768,  to  be  paid  out  of 

the  money  that  is  or  may  be  in  the  Treasury, 

Voted  [also]  £140,  as  an  allowance  for  same,  from  the  25""  of 
March  1768  to  the  25"'  of  March  1769.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Merrill. 

An  Act  to  Prevent  the  Disorders  commonly  committed  on  the 
tiflh  of  November  &  the  Evening  following  under  Pretence  of 
celebrating  the  Anniversary  of  the  Deliverance  from  the  Gun- 
powder Plot,  having  been  three  times  Read  • 

Voted,  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted. 

[p.  277.1  The  Dep^  Sec'  bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
William  Moulton  and  .James  Paul  for  a  Road  to  Cohasa  with  the 
following  vote  of  Council  thereon,  viz. 

In  Council,  Oct'  27,  1768. 

Concurred  with  the  following  Amendment,  viz.  That  a  Road  be  cut  from 
Stonington  in  the  most  commodious  Pass  to  Moultonborough,  Tuftonborough 
or  Wolfsborough  to  meet  the  Road  already  cut  from  those  Respective 
Towns  to  the  Town  of  Portsmouth. 

Which  Vote  of  Councill  was  read,  and 

Voted  That  it  be  concurr'd.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Baker.  • 


[p.  279.]  Saturday,  Oct'  29""  1768. 

An  Act  for  Establishing  and  making  Passable  a  Publick  Road 
or  highway  fi'om  the  Town  of  Charlestown  to  the  Town  of  Bos- 
cawen,  read  a  third  time,  and 

Voted,  that  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.     Sent  up  by  Maj'  Hobart. 

Voted,  That  the  .Journals  of  this  Assembly  be  continued  to  be 
Printed  until  further  order  at  the  cost  of  the  Province,  and  that 
William  Parker,  Esq'  be  a  Com'**  to  get  them  transcribed  and  to 
agree  with  the  Printer  for  fifty  Copys  to  be  printed  and  take  care 
respecting  the  same. 

Mr.  Livius  Bro't  down  from  the  Board  the  Act  for  clearing  a 
Road  from  Charlestown  to  Boscawen,  and  inform'd  the  House 
that  the  Councill  Proposed  the  following  Amendments  to  the  Act, 
Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Act  contain'd  shall  be  construed  to 
Extend  to  charge  any  Right  or  share  or  any  Lott  of  Land  was,  is 
or  shall  be  exempted  from  the  Duty  of  settlement,  and  of  paying 
taxes  to  carry  on  the  same  — 

Provided  also.  That  the  accompt  of  said  Com'**  in  cutting  the 
said  Koad  be  laid  bc'fore  the  Gen'  Ass""  &  there  approved  previous 
to  the  sale  of  any  Land  to  Discharge  the  said  Ace'. 
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Also  That  the  Couucil  Proposed  that  Col"  Lutwich  should  be 
added  to  the  Com'"  on  the  part  of  y"  Board ; — which  proposed 
Alterations  the  House  took  under  consideration,  and  it  was  put  to 
vote  whether  the  House  would  make  the  first  alteration  Proposed, 
[p.  280.]  and  it  passed  in  the  Negative.  It  was  then  put  to  vote 
whether  the  House  will  make  the  second  Alteration  proposed,  and 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  while  the  House  were  considering 
on  the  third  of  appointing  Col"  Lutwich  one  of  the  Com"'% 

Mr.  Hec^  came  ihto  the  House  and  said  he  was  Directed  by  his 
Excellency  to  Prorogue  the  Gen'  Ass™  of  this  Province  to  Tuesday 
the  third  Day  of  .January  next  and  Declared  the  same  Prorogued 
accordinsjly.  (a) 

Att'  M.  Weare,  Clr. 

(tt)  Votes,  Petitious  bills,  ace'*  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by 
the  Council  from  Aug'  23"  to  Oct.  29,  1768. 

Petition  of  Josiah  Sanborn  &  Joseph  Hoit,  of  Sanbornton,  to  sell  delin- 
quent proprietors  lands;  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Tho"*  Parkers  petition  to  cancel  a  judgment  of  the  Inferior  Court,  in  a 
case  brought  by  Jn"  Penhallow  —  hearing  granted. 

Enoch  Poor's  petition  for  a  re-hearing  of  a  case  —  hearing  granted. 

Joseph  Follett's  petition  respecting  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by 
one  Nathaniel  Thompsen  —  hearing  granted. 

Inhabitants  of  Raymond  petition  for  a  Com'^^  to  locate  a  meeting-house  — 
hearing  granted;  &  Committee  appointed,  viz.  John  Webster,  Col.  Ebenezer 
Eastman  &  Capt.  Eliphalet  Merrill. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Peirce  &  Anna  Mitchell  guardians  of  heirs  of  Rob' 
Mitchell,  to  sell  lands  in  Weare  town  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Gerrish  for  a  hearing  at  the  Superior  Court  on  an 
action  brought  by  John  Parker  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  inhabitan.s  of  Hampstead.  for  liberty  to  collect  an  assessment, 
<fec  —  hearing  granted. 

Act  to  prevent  Riots  on  the  5''''  November,  enacted. 

Committee  to  tell  over  money  to  be  burnt  —  discharged. 

Au  Act  respecting  Proprietors  of  Common  &  undivided  lands,  passed. 

Petition  of  Aaron  Tibbets,  for  a  hearing  of  a  case  relative  to  some  Deeds 
burnt  in  his  house  —  granted. 

Vote  by  the  Council  to  burn  Counterfeit  Bills,  presented  by  Daniel  Pierce, 
Esq. 

Before,  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  his  Excellency  by  Procla- 
mation further  Proroijued  the  Gen'  Ass'"  to  Tuesday  the  21"  of 
Fe  \)^. 


[p.  -281.]  Tuesday,  Feb^  21",  1769. 

Some  of  the  members  being  met  the  Sec'  by  his  Excy*  Direc- 
tion adjourned  the  Gen'  Ass*"  till  tomorrow  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday  Feb^  22'i  1769,  p.  m. 

Col"  March,  Col"  Wentworth  and  Col°  GoiFe  were  appointed  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Gov'  and  inforni  him  that  a  Quorum 
of  the  members  were  met.(a) 

(a)  [Members  of  Council  (1) 
His  Excellency  John  Wentworth,  Esq.  Governor,  <fec. 


Theodore  Atkinson 
Daniel  Warner 
Theo.  Atkinson,  jun. 
Peter  Levius 
Jona.  Warner 


Daniel  Rindge  ] 

Daniel  Pierce  i   ^        , 

Esqs.                          Geo.  Jaffrey  f  ^'"•'*-l 
Daniel  Rogers 


Thursday,  FeV  23''  1769. 

The  Hon'''''  Sec-\  George  Jaffrey  and  Daniel  Rogers,  Esqrs.  bro't 
Down  from  the  Board  the  following  written  message  from  his 
Excellency. 

Governor' s  Message. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  have  now  to  Repeat  my  earnest  Recommendations  that  tlie  Hon'"'*^  House 
would  effectually  consider  the  allowances  Due  for  the  respective  services  of 
Government  which  are  now  near  two  years  in  arrear:  Also  to  Provide  an 
immediate  Redemption  for  the  Outstanding  Paper  Currency  of  this  Province. 
These  things  you  are  sensible  cannot  be  longer  deferr'd  without  manifest  Dis- 
honour to  the  Province  and  Injury  to  its  Inhabitants.  I  shall  then  be  Ready 
with  great  alacrity  to  consider  and  concurr  with  the  Hon'''"^  Councill  and 
House  of  Assembly  in  any  proper  Bill  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  five 
Counties,  three  of  which  to  be  immediately  Enfrancliised  with  the  necessary 
Jurisdictions  .and  Regulations,  and  the  other  two  to  be  adjoyning  to  them 
imtill  their  abilities  and  advantage  shall  induce  his  Majesty's  Governor  with 
the  Hon'''*'  Council  to  extend  the  actual  Jurisdictions  and  Regulations  to 
them. 

Whatever  other  business  may  be  necessary  shall  be  communicated  during 
the  Sessions  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  conducted  with  Diligence,  Harmony 
and  Wisdom,  the  unfailing  Principles  of  Publick  Respect  and  Prosperity. 

,)■  Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber 
'2S'i  Feb?  1768. 

[p.  282.1     The  first  part  of  his  Excy*  message  being  considered. 

Voted,  That  John  Sherburne,  Tho' W' Waldron,  Christopher 

Toppan,  Samuel  Ltvermore,  Esq'  and  Capt.  John  Giddinge  be  a 

Com'"  to  Examine  what  allowances  have  not  yet  been  made  for 

Debts  or  services  for  the  Government  and  for  what  time. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  William    Parker,  John    Sherburne, 

(Ij-IameB  Nevin.  Ei«i.,  one  of  his  Mujesty's  Council  and  Collector  of  tlifi  Customsi  for 
Portsmimth.  died  ou  the  6th  of  Fchniary,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  much 
respected  in  ofHce,  the  diiiies  of  which  he  discharged  with  ft(ielity.  He  wan  born  in  Scot- 
land and  was  a  Po»t  Captain  in  the  British  Navy.  John  Hughes  of  Philadelphia  suc- 
cee<led  taini  iw  Collector.  —  Ad.  Annntt  Port.imoutlt. 
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Tho'  W^  Waldron,  Samuel  Livermore  and  Meshech  Weare  Esqs. 
be  a  Com'"  to  consult  what  method  may  be  most  proper  for  sink- 
ing all  the  outstanding  Paper  Bills  and  draw  up  a  Scheme  for  the 
same  to  be  Laid  before  the  House  for  their  consideration. 


[p.  283.]  Fryday  Feb^  24'^  1769. 

The  Petition  of  Robert  Wallace  and  others  Inhabitants  of 
Londonderry  &c.  Representing  that  the  Election  of  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore Esq.  to  Represent  the  saiii  Town  of  Londonderry  was 
illegal  «fcc,  being  considered, 

Voted,  That  it  be  Dismiss'd. 

Voted  That  William  Parker,  Thos.  W^  Waldron,  Samuel  Liv- 
ermore and  Meshech  Weare  Psq",  be  a  Com'"  to  consider  what 
may  be  proper  to  be  Done  respecting  Establishing  the  value  of 
money,  and  to  Prevent  the  taking  Excessive  Usury  as  the  Acts  of 
this  Province  relative  thereto  have  been  disallow'd  by  his  Maj- 
esty, (a)  and  to  Prepare  Bills  which  may  be  proper  for  this  End 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  for  t>heir  consideration  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

(a)  Order  in  Council  disallowing  certain  Acts. 

[Copied  trom  MS.  "  Addresses  to  the  King,  1707-1775,"  p.  162.] 

At  the  CotTKT  OF  St.  James's, 

the  12'h  Day  of  August,  1768. 
Present 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Duke  of  Graiton  Viscount  Falmouth 

Duke  of  Rutland  Viscount  Barrington 

Duke  of  Queensberry  Viscount  Villiers 

Marquess  of  Granby  Lord  North 

Earl  of  Litchfield  James  Stuart  Mackenzie,  Esq. 

Earl  of  Hillsborough  *  Thomas  Hariey,  Esq'' 

Earl  of  Shelburne  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

Viscount  Weymouth 

'Whereas  by  Commission  under  the  (ireat  Seal  of  (rreat  Britain  the  (tOV- 
ernor  Council  and  Assembly  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Xew  Hampshire 
are  authorized  and  Empowered  to  make  constitute  and  ordain  Laws  Statutes 
ami  Ordinances  for  the  publick  Peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  the 
said  Province,  which  Laws,  Statutes  and  ordinances  are  to  be  as  near  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Kingdom  and 
are  to  bo  Transmitted  to  his  Majesty  for  his  Koyal  approbation  or  Disallow- 
ance; and,  Whereas  in  pursuance  oi  the  said  Powers  rive  Acts  were  passed 
in  the  said  Province  in  1765  and  1766  which  have  been  transmitted.  Entitled 
as  follows,  viz. 
An   Act   for  granting  to  Edward  Emerson  the  sole  Privilege  of  Erecting 

necessary  works  for  Jfc  carrying  on  the  Manufacture  of  Potash  in  the  Town 

of  Portsmouth. 
An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  value  uf  Coin"d  Silver  and  Gold  and  English 

H.df-pence  and  Farthings  and  the  rates  at  which  they  shall  pass  for  the 

future  in  this  Province. 
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An  Act  to  restrain  and  prevent  the  taking  excessive  Usury. 

An  Act  to  make  void  a  certain  fraudulent  Deed  therein  mentioned,  to 
Declare  the  Record  thereof  to  be  void,  and  that  neither  the  said  Deed  nor 
any  copy  thereof  may  be  given  in  Evidence  in  any  case  whatsoever. 

An  Act  to  enable  Dianiel  Merrill,  John  Hale  and  Henry  Hale  Junior  to  review 
and  prosecute  in  the  course  of  the  Law  certain  Actions  whereirwthey  weje 
Defendants  and  were  Defaulted  by  mistake  and  judgment  entered  against 
tbem  in  Cause*,  which  upon  a  fair  Tryal  would  have  been  against  the 
Plaintitfs  as  they  supposed. 

Which  Acts  together  with  a  Representation  from  ine  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Praatations  thereupon  having  been  referred  to  the  Considera- 
tion of  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  most  Honi^'^  Privy  Coun- 
cil for  Plantation  Afl'airs  the  said  Lords  of  the  Committee  did  this  Day 
Report  05  their  opinion  to  his  Majesty  that  the  Said  Acts  ought  to  be 
Disallowed  —  His  Majesty  taking  the  same  into  his  consideration  was  pleased, 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  Declare  his  Disallowance  of  the  said 
Acts;  and  Pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  Royal  Pleasure  thereupon  expressed  the 
said  Acts  are  hereby  Disallowed,  Declared  void  and  of  none  effect  —  Whereof 
the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  said  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  for  the  time  being,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to 
take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Stkph.  Cothell. 

[Note.  On  the  same  day  by  the  same  authority,  the  following  Act  was 
approved  and  confirmed  by  his  Majesty,  viz.  [ 

An  Act  for  a  more  e;isy  and  expeditious  method  of  making  partition  of  land 
or  other  Real  Estate  held  in  Common. 

[Also  by  the  like  authority,  on  the  26"'  day  of  June  1767,  the  following  Act 
was  disapproved  and  disallowed,  viz.] 

An  Act  for  ascertaining  what  places  may  send  Representatives  to  the  General 
Assembly 


[p.  284.]  ^      Tuesday,  Feb^  28,  1769. 

An  Act  to  restrain  the  takinsr  Excessive  usui'v  having  been 
three  times  Read, 

Voted  that  it  jmss  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Greeley. 
[Concurred  and  {las.sod.] 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk  to  Enquire 
whether  the  vote  of  the  House  in  .June  last  for  his  Exc^'  Salary 
is  concurr'il  by  the  Councill. 

Mr.  Sec/  came  from  the  Board  and  Intbrm'd  the  House  that  the 
vote  Enquired  after  was  concurr'd  in  Councill  the  'iO"*  of  Oct' 
1768,  and  Assenteil  to  bv  tlie  Governor. 


Wednesday,  March  T'  1769. 

[p.  285.]  Voted  that  Mr.  Speaker,  .John  Sherburne  Esq'  Col" 
Moulton,  Thomas  Westbrook  Waldron  Esq''  Samuel  Liverraore 
Esq'  and  Col"  Willard  be  a  Com"=*  of  this  House  to  joyn  with 
such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''*  the  Council  to  consider 
of  the  best  method  for  Dividing?  the  Province  into  five  Counties 
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and  lo  make  lleport  of  their  opinion  thereon  as  soon  as  may  bo. 
Sent  up  by  Capt.  Merrill.  [Concurred  and  Hon*"'*  Theo.  Atkin- 
son, Daniel  Warner,  Mark  H.  VVentworth,  Peter  Livius,  Daniel 
Pierce  and  Daniel  Rogers  Esqrs.  added  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.] 

P.  M. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk  to  Enquire 
whether  the  votes  pas.s'd  in  the  House  and  sent  to  the  Boanl  in 
October  last  for  an  allowance  for  Officers  <fcc.  at  the  fort,  were 
concurred  by  the  Councill. 

Mr.  Jaffrey  came  from  the  Board  and  Inform'd  the  House  that 
the  Votes  Enquired  after  were  not  concurr'd  by  the  Council. 


Thursday  March  '1"  1769. 

An  Act  for  Erecting  part  of  the  Township  of  Gilsum  and  part 
of  the  Township  of  Westmoreland  into  a  New  Township  by  the 
Name  of  Surry  having  been  three  times  read, 

Voted,  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted.  Sent  up  by  the  Clerk. 
[Concurred,  passed  and  assented  to  by  the  Governor.] 

P.M. 

The  Com"^  for  considering  the  best  method  for  dividing  the 
[r.  280.]  Province  into  five  Counties  attending  on  that  business, 
the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock,  and  so  from  time 

to  tiine,  till 

Tuesday,  March  T"'  1769.  («) 

(a)  Allowance  voted  by  the  House  and  concurred  by  the  Council. 
To  Theo.  Atkinson,  as  Secretary  £120,  lawful  money  for  two  years. 

To  Thos.  Packer,  Sherirt"  8,  00,      do  two  years. 

To  Wiseman  Claggett.  Attorney  General  30,  do  two  years. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon,  Chaplain  5,  do  two  years. 

To  Kev.  Mr.  Haven,  as  Chaplain  5,  do  two  years. 

To  Rev.  Arthur  Brown,  as  Chaplain  to  Councils,  do  two  years. 

Voted,  That  each  member  of  his  Majesty's  Councill  be  allowed 
[p.  288]  and  paid  si.v  shillings  and  five  pence  pr  Day  for  every 
Day  of  their  attendance  in  General  Assembly  from  the  17'"  Day 
oi'  May  1768  untill  the  Dissolution  of  the  present  General  As- 
sembly, and  also  two  ]ience  half  penny  pr  mile  for  travelling  to 
and  from  the  siting  oi  the  General  Assembly  every  time  the 
General  Assembly  is  adjourned  or  Prorogued  from  SatuKiay  till 
Monday  or  for  any  longer  time  During  the  said  term,  to  be  paid 
by  the  Treasurer  upon  a  Certificate  from  the  Secretary.  Also 
that  each  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  allowed 
and  pai'l  the  sum  of  six  shillings  pr  Day  for  every  Day  of  their 
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attendance  in  General  Assembly  from  the  said  17"^  Day  of  May 
1768  untill  the  Dissolution  of  the  present  General  Assembly, 
Also  two  pence  half  penny  pr  mile  for  travelling  to  and  from  the 
Place  of  the  siting  of  the  General  Assembly  every  time  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  has  been  or  shall  be  adjourned  or  Prorogued  from 
Saturday  till  Monday  or  for  a  longer  time,  Except  such  as  liye 
more  than  20  miles  Distant  from  the  place  where  the  General 
Assembly  sitts,  who  are  not  to  be  allowed  travel  unless  when  the 
General  Assembly  has  been  or  shall,  be  adjourned  or  Prorogued 
for  a  longer  time  than  from  Saturday  till  Monday ;  But  when  the 
adjournment  or  Prorogation  has  been  or  shall  be  from  Saturday 
to  Monday,  instead  of  travel  to  be  allowed  one  Days  pay,  and 
that  the  said  members  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  upon  a  Certifi- 
cate from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Also  that 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
six  shillings  pr  Day  for  each  Day  of  his  attendance  in  General 
Assembly  in  that  capacity  Exclusive  of  his  wages  as  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Treasurer 
upon  a  Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives—  all  the  allowances  here  made  to  be  paid  out  of  money 
that  is  or  shall  be  in  the  Treasury. 
Sent  up  by  Maj''  Hobart,  <S"'  March. 

[p.  289.]  An  act  for  Establishing  and  making  Passable  a 
Publick  Road  or  Highway  from  the  Town  of  Charlestown  to  the 
Town  of  Boscawen,  which  Act  was  passed  in  the  House  in  Octo- 
ber last  and  sent  to  the  Board  and  bro't  back  for  some  alteration 
—  which  alteration  being  now  made  the  Act  was  aii'ain  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Board. 

P.  M. 

The  aliair  of  dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  being  under 
consideration  a  motion  was  made  that  his  Excellency  may  be 
desired  to  lay  before  the  House  the  Instructions  or  Directions  he 
has  Received  from  the  ni'  listry  respecting  that  matter. 

Which  motion  being  c^.»isidered, 

William  Parker,  John  Sherburne  &  Col°  Gofte  Esqrs.  were 
appointed  to  wait  on  his  Exc^  and  Request  that  he  would  be 
Pleased  to  lay  the  Instructions  he  has  received  respecting  Divid- 
ing the  Province  into  Counties  before  the  House  who  made 
report  to  the  House  that  they  had  deliverd  the  said  message  to 
liis  Excellency  who  returned  this  answer  that  all  he  had  Relative 
to  the  subject  was  to  this  effect  —  The  Secretary  of  State  had  sig- 
nified to  him  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to 
intbrm  the  Gov""  he  had  his  Majesty's  permission  to  consent  to 
Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  as  proposed  by  an  Act  of 
Assembly  Provided  the  Act  contained  a  suspended  clause  that  it 
Bhould  not  take  effect  till  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  shou'd  be 
known.     Adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  March  8"^  1769. 

The  method  of  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  and  Places 
for  holding  .  the  Courts  was  under  consideration  and  largely 
Debated. 


[p.  291.]  Thursday  March  9'"  1769,  p.  m. 

An  Act  for  laying  out  and  clearing  of  an  highway  from  the 
Township  of  Stonington  (1)  through  the  Townships  of  Lancaster, 
Dartmouth  (2),  Benton,  Tamworth,  Sandwich,  Moultonborough, 
Tuf  ton  borough  &  Wolfeborough,  having  been  three  times  read, 

Voted  that  it  Pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Webster. 
[Concurred  &  passed.] 

Whereas  the  People  of  this  Province  have  long  complaind 
that  the  omission  of  Dividing  the  Province  into  counties  was  a 
matter  of  great  Grievance  Especially  to  those  who  Inhabited  the 
[p.  292.]  Remote  parts  of  the  Province,  that  every  kind  of  Civil 
as  well  as  Criminal  administration  must  be  transacted  in  the 
Metropolis  of  the  Province,  the  Necessity  &■  Expediency  of  which 
Division  has  some  time  since  been  strongly  &  truly  Represented 
by  our  Governor  to  some  of  his  Majesty's  Members,  the  Propriety 
&  Necessity  of  which  has  by  them  been  recognized  and  his 
Excellency  having  Informed  this  House  that  he  had  his  Majesty's 
Permission  to  consent  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  for  that  Purpose 
with  the  usual  suspending  clause,  the  House  on  the  first  day  of 
March  instant  made  choice  of  a  Com'"  of  this  House  to  joyn  with 
such  as  the  Honorable  his  Majesty's  Council  should  appoint  to 
agree  on  the  Extent,  bounds  &  such  other  matters  Relative  to 
each  County  as  were  necessary  to  be  fixed  Previous  to  the  Draft 
of  an  Act  for  that  Purpose  and  to  make  Report  to  the  House 
who  soon  after  Reported  to  the  House  that  after  consultation 
with  a  Com'^"  of  Council  api)ointed  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid  they 
Differ'd  in  sentiments  on  the  subject  and  could  not  unite  in 
opinion  in  the  most  material  points  to  be  settled,  whereupon  the- 
House  c.ime  to  the  following  Resolve  and  Vote  thereon  viz.. 
That  their  duty  to  their  Constituents  Required  them  to  do  eveiy 
thing  Legally  in  their  power  to  carry  into  Execution  a  measure 
so  long  desired  &  expected  and  therefore  to  propose,  since  no 
other  has  taken  effect,  a  method  &  scheme  which  they  apprehend 
wou'd  best  suit  the  Business  &  Circumstances  of  the  j^eople  with 

(11  atoninffton.—  A  name  not  nov/  fmind  in  tbe  list  of  towns,  was  incorporated,  1761,  and 
thus  bounded:  viz.  ••  Bej^ning  at  a  maple  Tree  wliicli  stands  cm  the  eaHterly  side  of  Con- 
necticut River,  and  is  about  Thirty  miles  on  a  :^traiglit  Line  from  Aramonusuk  Rivers- 
inouth,  and  from  tlience  Northerly  "up  Connecticut  River  as  tliat  runs  about  Nine  miles  on 
a  straight  Line  to  an  Elm  marked  standing  on  the  Southerly  side  of  the  mouth  of  a  small 
Brook  running  into  the  Connecticut  River  ,&  carrying;  that  Breadth  back  between  Two 
East  Lines  so  larr  as  that  a  Parallel  Line  to  the  strait  Line  from  the  maple  aforesa'd  to  the 
Elm  aforesaid  will  make  tbe  contents  of  six  miles  square."  {Sfe  Chartir  Rec.  Vol.  11.  p. 
2K5.1— Ed. 

(,'2)  "  Dartmouth  "  —  now  called  Jefl'erson, 
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which  as  their  Representatives  it  must  be  presumed  they  are  best 
acquainted,  and  further  as  the  Executive  Courts  are  by  Law- 
appointed  to  be  held  at  Portsmouth  the  Removing  of  them  to  be 
held  at  any  other  time  &  place  can  not  be  constitutionally  done 
without  an  Act  of  Assembly  and  as  the  proposed  agreement  has 
not  taken  effect  the  House  offer  the  Method  hereafter  expressed 
as  that  which  in  their  apprehension  will  be  most  Beneficial  to  the 
people  of  any  yet  suggested,  and  therefore.  Voted  unanimously 
that  this  Province  be  divided  into  five  Counties,  the  first  to  be 
Bounded  as  follows,  viz. 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua  river  so  called,  and  run- 
ning up  said  River  to  the  line  between  Newmarket  &  Durham, 
thence  following  Durham  line  to  Nottingham,  thence  north  on 
Durham  line  to  the  N.  E.  Corner  of  Nottingham,  thence  by  Not- 
tingham line  to  the  corner  of  Chichester,  thence  southerly  by  the 
head  line  ot  Nottingham  to  Chester  line,  thence  East  by  Chester 
line  to  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Chester,  thence  by  Chester  line  to 
Kingstown,  thence  between  Sandown  and  Hawke  &  so  between 
Newton  &  Plaistow  to  the  Province  line,  thence  by  said  line  to 
the  Sea  and  by  the  Sea  to  the  first  bound,  Including  that  part  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals  that  belongs  to  this  Province. 

[p.  293.]  Second  County  to  be  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  By 
the  line  between  Newmarket  &  Durham,  then  following  Durham 
line  to  Nottingham,  then  by  Nottingham  line  to  the  corner  to 
Chichester,  thence  southerly  by  the  head  line  of  Nottingham  to 
Allenstown,  thence  between  Allenstown  &  Epsom  &  between 
Chichester  &  Bow  and  between  Canterbury  &  Concord  to  Merri- 
mack River,  and  up  said  River  thro'  Winnepiseokee  Pond  to 
Wolf  borough,  then  by  Wolf  borough  South  and  East  lines  & 
Watertown  North  line  to  the  Province  line,  then  South  by  said 
Line  down  the  River  to  Hilton's  Point,  then  up  said  River  thro' 
the  Great  Bay  to  the  line  between  Newmarket  &  l^urham 
aforesaid. 

The  third  County  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  Beginning  in  the 
Province  line  between  Newton  and  Plaistow  and  Sandown  & 
Hawke  to  Chester  &  between  Chester  &  Poplin  to  Allenstown,  & 
between  Allenstown  &  Epsom  and  Concord  &  Canterbury  to 
Merrimack  River,  then  up  said  River  to  the  North  side  of  Salis- 
bury, then  westerly  to  the  North  End  of  Sunnipee  Pond,  then 
southerly  to  the  South  end  of  said  Pond,  then  to  the  N.  E. 
Corner  of  No.  8,  then  between  No.  8  &  Hillsborough,  then  be- 
tween No.  7  and  part  of  the  land  of  Mason's  Patent  so  called  & 
No.  6,  &  said  Land,  &  between  Dublin  and  Peterborough,  and 
between  Temple  &  No.  2,  between  Ipswich  &  Rindge  to  the 
Province  Line  &^  Easterly  by  said  line  to  the  South  Easterly 
corner  of  Plaistow  the  first  bound. 

The  Fourth  County  to  be  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  to  Run 
from  the  Province  line  North  by  the  line  of  the  third  County  line 
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to  the  North  End  of  Siiniiipee  Pond,  then  North  to  the  North 
East  Corner  of  Savil,  then  to  the  North  East  Corner  of  Gran- 
tham, from  thence  by  the  North  lines  of  Grantham  &  Plainfield 
to  Connecticut  River,  then  on  the  River  to  the  Province  line, 
then  East  on  the  Province  line  to  the  first  bound. 

The  Fifth  County  to  contain  all  the  Land  in  the  Province  to 
the  Northward  of  the  other  four  Counties  within  th6  lines  of  the 
Province.  The  places  where  the  Courts  shall  be  held  to  be  as 
follows : 

In  the  first  County  two  Inferiour  Courts,  two  Courts  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  one  Superiour  Court  at  Portsmouth ; 
one  Inferiour  Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  at  Hampton ;  one  Inferiour  Court  and  one  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  one  Superiour  Court  to  be  held  at 
Exeter. 

In  the  Second  County  two  Inferiour  Courts,  two  Courts  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  one  Superiour  Court  to  be 
held  at  Dover;  one  Inferiour  Court  and  one  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  held  at  Durham ;  and  one  Inferiour 
Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  held 
at  Rochester. 

In  the  third  County,  One  Inferiour  Court  and  One  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  one  Superiour  Court  to  be 
held  at  Chester;  and  one  Inferiour  Court  and  one  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  one  Superiour  Court  to  be  held  at 
[p.  294.]  Merrimack ;  One  Inferiour  Court  and  one  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  held  at  Concord ;  and  one  Infe- 
riour Court  and  one  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be 
held  at  LondondeiTy. 

In  the  fourth  County  two  Inferiour  Courts  and  two  Courts  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  one  Superiour  Court  to  be 
held  at  Keene ;  two  Inferiour  Coui-ts  and  two  Courts  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  held  at  Charlestown. 

In  the  fifth  County  two  Inferiour  Courts  and  two  Courts  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  one  Superiour  Court  to  be 
holden  at  Plymouth ;  One  Inferiour  Court  and  one  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  held  at  Piermont,  and  one  of 
each  of  these  to  be  held  at  Moultonborough,  all  yearly,  Said 
Countys  to  be  named  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint  &  the  time  of 
holding  the  said  Courts  in  each  County  to  be  such  as  shall  be 
hereafter  agreed  on  by  the  Governor  Council  &  Assembly,  all  of 
which  to  be  ascertained  in  the  Act  for  constituting,  erecting  & 
Incorporating  said  Counties  with  the  necessary  duties  &  lines  & 
for  granting  the  usual  Privileges  &  franchises ;  but  that  the  fifth 
County  be  not  invested  with  the  actual  Powers  of  Exercising  the 
rights  &  Privileges  of  a  County  till  the  Governor  &  Council 
shall  judge  there  are  People  dwelling  in  the  same  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  &  in  the  mean  time  the  Inhabitants  there  be  deemed 
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to  belong  to  such  County  as  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  order 
A  that  a  Bill  be  bro't  in  accordingly.  Sent  up  by  Col°  Moulton, 
Doc'  Bartlett,  Maj'  Wright  &  Maj'  Willard.(a)  [The  vote 
received  and  read.] 

(a)  Votes  of  allowance,  «fec..  from  March  10^^  to  14'*»  1769. 
Col.  Goffe,  allowed  £8:  13:  6  for  holding  sundry  meetings. 
Samuel  GerriSh  petition  for  a  new  hearing  —  granted. 
Capt.  Bell's  muster  Roll  1767  allowed  £189:  17:  5  lawful  money. 
Capt.  Bell  for  graving  the  Gov"^  barge,  £1:0:4,  Do. 

Capt.  BeU,  for  soldiers  in  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary  1768,  £155:  18:  5  3^  Do.  for 
his  own  supplys  £5:7:3  lawful  money. 
Dan'  &  Rob'  Fowle  for  printing  Journals  of  the  House,  £20 :  0 :  0  Do. 
Abiel  Chandler,  for  takiug  Simeon  Miller  to  goal,  £4:  18:  10  Do. 
Eleazar  Russell,  for  Gov^  postage  1767  &  1768,  £11 :  2:  10  1-2  Do. 

Do.  for  Govrs  postage,  1769,  £12: 12:  10,  Do. 

Isaac  Brown,  for  apprehending  Ruth  Blay  (1)  £10:  0:  0  Do. 
Benj.  Clough,  for  service,  at  the  trial  of  Ruth  Blay      £1:  10:  0  Do. 

Do.        for  two  journeys  of  Sarah  Graves, 
Miriam  Morrill,  for  attendance,  as  witness, 
Wm.  Cooper,  for  Accts,  relative  to  Ruth  Blay  1 

Do.  "  S 

Stephen  Rogers,  in  full  for  his  acct.  relative  to  Ruth  Blay, 
Capt.  Eliphalet  Daniels  accts  for  supplying  prison  £15:14:4.  Do. 
Ezekiel  Gummer,  door  Jceeper,  allowed,  3s  per  day  &c.  for  services. 
Doct.  Josiah  Bartlett's  acct.  £1:4:0. 

Petition  of  Judith  Winn,  for  a  hearing  in  Court  —  granted, 
[All  concurred] 

[p.  297.]  Mr.  Livius  bro't  from  the  Board  the  votes  of  the 
House  of  the  7"*  Inst,  for  the  allowances  to  the  Kev**  Dr.  Langdon, 
the  Rev**  Mr.  Haven  &  the  ReV*  Arthur  Brown,  tor  their  attending 
&  praying  with  the  Council  &  House,  that  the  Rev"*  Mr.  Brown  at- 
tended in  the  Council  constantly  &  Pray'd  with  them,  &  that  Mr. 
Langdon  &  Mr.  Haven  attended  in  the  House  by  turns ;  that  Mr. 
Brown's  Duty  and  service  was  as  much  as  both  theirs,  &  yet 
his  allowance  for  his  duty  was  no  more  than  one  of  them,  when 
it  ought  to  be  as  much  as  both. 

Mr.  Warner  bro't  from  the  Board  sundry  acts  for  the  sale  & 
Expences  of  vending  the  Excise,  in  1768  &  1769. 

Mr.  Secretary  bro't  from  the  Board  the  votes  of  the  House  for 
the  allowances  of  the  members  of  the  Hon^'*  his  Majesty's  Coun- 
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Do. 
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;18: 

Do. 
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18: 

Do. 

h 

18: 

Do. 

(1)  "  Friilav.  December  30th,  1769,  Ruth  Blay.  of  South  Hampton,  was  executed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  sentence  of  death  pronounced  "upon  her  by  the  Superior  Court  at  August 
term  last.  She  was  indicted  for  concealing  the  birth  of  a  bastard  child,  so  that  it  might 
not  come  to  light,  whether  the  said  child  was  bom  alive  or  not.  Wiseman  Claggett,  &([. 
was  the  Kind's  Attorney  who  conducted  the  prosecution.  The  Court  were,  Theodore 
.Atkinson,  Chief  Justice,  Thomas  WaUingford,  Mesheck  Weare  and  Leverett  Hubbard, 
Justices.  She  was  convicted  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  by  the 
neck  until  she  should  be  dead.  This  sentence  was  execated  by  Thomas  Packer,  SherlflF  of 
the  Province,  on  a  ridge  of  high  land  in  a  field,  belonging  to  the  south  parish,  lying  on  the 
south  road,  leading  to  Little  Harbour.  She  was  burled  in  the  same  field,  near  the  bottom 
vf  the  hill.    A.  vast  concourse  of  people  attended."    lAd.  Annals,  Portsmouth,  p.  224.] 
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cil,  and  the  members  of  the  House,  sent  up  the  7"*  Instant,  con- 
curred with  this  amendment,  viz.  Tliat  each  Member  of  the 
Council  be  allowed  live  shillings  pr  Day,  for  each  tlay  of  their  at- 
tendance &  each  of  the  members  of  the  House,  be  allowed  three 
^jihillings  per  day,  for  each  day  of  their  attendance  conformable  to 
the  Law  of  this  Province. 

Mr.  Warner  bro't  from  the  Board  the  Act  for  making  a  public 
Road  from  the  Town  of  Charlestown  to  the  town  of  Boscawen, 
with  a  Motion  that  Capt.  John  Parker  of  Portsmouth  might  be 
put  into  said  act  as  one  of  the  Com'"  to  see  said  Road  completed, 
instead  of  Edward  Goldstone  Lutwyche  Esq.    , 

Voted  That  Capt.  John  Parker  be  put  into  said  Act  instead  of 
said  Lutwyche.     Sent  up  by  Col.  Goffe. 


Tuesday  March  14^  1769. 

[p.  298.]  The  House  took  into  consideration  the  amendment 
bro't  trom  th.e  Board  this  day,  respecting  the  allowances  to  the 
Hon"'*  Members  of  the  Council,  &  the  Members  of  the  House  for 
their  attendance  &c.  And  altho'  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Assembly  are  oblig'd  to  Travil  much  farther  than  in  the  year  1718 
when  the  wages  of  the  Hon**'"  Board  &  House  was  settled  by  the 
Province  Law,  yet  to  avoid  any  needless  disputes  on  the  matter, 

Voted  That  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Hon"'*  Board  be 
concurr'd,  provided  they  receive  their  pay  at  three  shillings  one 
farthing  lawful  money  pr  Day,  the  value  of  five  shillings  at  the 
time  the  Law  of  the  Province  in  this  case  provided  was  pass'd. 
Sent  up  by  the  Clerk. 

Samuel  Hobait,  Cl'k,  P.  T. 

Mr.  Sec'  bro't  from  the  Board  the  votes  of  the  House  for  the 
allowances  for  the  Members  of  the  Hon"'*  Council  &  the  members 
of  the  House  concurr'd  with  this  amendment.  That  each  Member 
of  the  Assembly  receive  one  shilling  &  ten  pence  pr  day  for  each 
day  of  their  attendance. 

Eodem  Die  —  Read  &  Concurr'd.     Sent  up  by  Col.  GoiFe. 

'    Sam'  Hobart,  C.  P.  T. 

[p.  299. J  Upon  a  Motion  being  made  that  the  allowance  to 
the  Rev*^  Mr.  Brown  for  his  attending  as  Chaplain  to  the  Council 
should  be  ten  pounds  for  his  attendance,  instead  of  five,  which 
motion  being  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  House  adhere  to  their  former  vote.  Ad- 
journed. 
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Wednesday,  March  15"^  1769.  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Mar.  16.  The  petition  of  Samuel  Hall  of  Portsmo^ 
setting  forth  That  he  improves  the  Land  where,  and  near  the  Crallows  on 
■which  Ruth  Blay  was  Hang'd,  was  fixed;  and  had  the  year  before  made  a 
considerable  Q'tfy  of  new  Fence  and  Stone  wall,  which  was  almost  broke  to 
pieces  and  thrown  down  by  the  crowd  of  people  who  attended  the  Execution, 
and  other  damage  done  to  his  Pasture  by  the  Horses,  for  which  he  charges 
£10  Lawful  money,  and  prays  that  as  the  Execution  of  all  Criminals  are 
defrey'd  at  the  public  Expense,  his  case  may  be  considered  and  damages 
alio  w'd  — Read. 

P.M. 

Mr.  Sec',  Mr.  Rindge  and  Mr.  Rogers  bro't  from  the  Board  the 
following  Resolve,  viz. 

Province  of  New  Hampshi' 

In  Council  March  IS^^^,  1769. 

The  expediency  and  utility  of  Dividing  the  Province  into  (Jounties  being 
[p.  300.]  generally  acknowledged  in  order  to  the  more  convenient  administra- 
tion of  Justice  to  and  among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  Especially 
those  of  the  more  remote  Western  and  Northern  parts  thereof —  And  as  his 
Exc>'  the  Governor  has  been  Pleased  to  signify  by  a  message  to  the  Assembly 
his  Inclination  that  the  Province  should  be  Divided  into  five  Counties,  three 
of  which  to  be  immediately  Enfranchised  with  their  necessary  Jurisdictions 
and  Privileges  and  other  two  not  to  be  sett  off  till  they  are  better  cultivated 
and  have  more  Inhabitants  Resident  thereon,  and  as  the  Assembly  have  sent 
up  a  Resolve  to  the  Council  for  their  concurrence  for  dividing  the  Province 
into  and  ascertaining  the  lines  of  five  Counties,  four  of  which  to  be  immedi- 
ately Enfranchised  &c.  which  Division  appearing  to  be  unequal  &  proposing 
one  more  active  County  than  was  Recommended  by  the  Governor  —  His 
Majesty's  Council  taking  the  same  Into  their  consideration  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve,  viz.  That  agreeable  to  his  Excellency's  Message  the  Province 
be  Divided  into  five  Counties,  three  of  which  only  to  be  Enfranchised  at 
present,  the  other  two  to  Remain  till  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Councill 
may  think  them  properly  Qualified  to  extend  to  them  the  Requisite  Fran- 
chises. 

First  County,  Bounded  Northerly  by  Piscataqua  River  from  the  mouth 
thereof  to  the  line  between  Durham  and  Nottingham  &  between  Notting- 
ham &  Barrington,  &  between  Chichester  and  Epsom,  &  between  Concord 
and  Canterbury,  to  Merrimack  River,  and  down  the  same  to  the  dividing  line 
between  this  Province  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  then  Easterly  following 
the  Dividing  line  aforesaid  to  the  Sea,  then  by  the  Sea  to  the  mouth  of  Pis- 
cataqua River  where  the  bounds  began,  with  that  part  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals 
which  lies  in  this  Province,  and  all  that  part  of  Bow  lying  on  the  Westerly 
side  of  Merrimack  River  to  be  included  in  this  County. 

Second  County,  Beginning  at  the  Northerly  line  of  the  First  County  between 
Newmarket  and  Durham,  and  following  said  line  to  Merrimack  River,  then 
[p.  301.]  up  said  River  to  Winipesiokee  pond,  and  on  the  Southerly  side  of 
said  pond  to  the  Westerly  comer  of  Wolfeborough  and  on  the  Northwesterly 
side  of  said  Wolfeborough  &  continued  to  the  Northwesterly  Corner  of 
Leavitts  Town  so  called,  and  from  thence  on  the  Northwesterly  side  of  said 
Leavits  Town  to  the  Province  Line,  and  so  on  said  Province  line  to  Hilton's 
Point,  and  from  thence  to  the  River  westerly  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned. 

Third  County,  Beginning  at  the  Province  line  on  the  westerly  side  of  Mer- 
rimack River  where  said  Line  crosses  the  same,  from  thence  westerly  as  the 
Province  line  Runs  to  Connecticut  River,  and  up  said  River  Northerly  to  the 
Northwesterly  corner  of  Clairmont,  &  from  thence  to  the  Northeasterly  cor- 
ner of  Bakerstown  on  Peraegewasset  River,  all  the  Towns  divided  by  this 
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Hue  to  belong  to  this  Couuty  &  from  thence  thro'  Pemegewaaset  River  & 
Down  said  River  to  the  Bounds  rirst  mentioned  —  where  Merrimacit  divides 
any  Town  or  Towns,  they  are  to  belong  to  the  first  County. 

Fourth  County,  To  begin  at  the  Northwesterly  corner  of  Clairraont,  then 
up  thro'  Connecticutt  River  to  the  Northwesterly  corner  of  Haverhill,  then 
on  the  Northerly  sides  of  Haverhill  Coventry  &  Peeling,  then  on  the  Easterly 
side  line  of  Lincoln  to  the  Northeasterly  corner  thereof,  then  by  an  Easterly 
line  to  the  Town  of  Chatham,  •&  on  the  Northerly  aide  of  said  Town  to  the 
Province  line,  then  southerly  on  the  Province  line  to  the  Northeasterly 
corner  of  Leavitt's  Town  (1),  then  on  the  Northwesterly  side  of  Leavitt's 
Town  &  across  the  ungranted  lanti  to  the  Northerly  corner  of  Wolfeborough 
&  on  tlie  Northwesterly  side  of  Wolfeborough  to  Winipesiokee  pond,  and  on 
the  southerly  side  of  Winipesiokee  pond  to  Winipesiokee  River,  down  said 
River  into  Merrimack  River  to  the  Northerly  comer  of  Boscawen,  from 
[p.  302.1  thence  by  a  strait  line  to  the  Northwesterly  corner  of  Claremont, 
being  the  bounds  first  mentioned.  If  any  Town  or  Towns  are  divided  by 
this  line  they  are  to  belong  to  the  Third  County. 

Fifth  County,  To  begin  at  the  Northwesterly  corner  of  Haverhill,  to  Run 
up  &  thro'  Connecticut  River  to  the  Province  hne,  then  on  the  Province  line 
southerly  by  said  line,  untill  it  meets  with  the  northerly  corner  of  the  Town 
of  Chatham,  then  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  Town  to  the  Northwesterly 
corner  thereof,  from  thence  on  a  strait  line  to  the  northeasterly  corner  of 
Lincoln. 

And  as  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  at  present  to  set  otf  &  enfranchise 
^  the  fourth  and  fifth  Counties,  it  is  Resolved,  that  they  be  hereafter  enfran- 
chised &  set  off  by  an  Act  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  according  to  the 
lines  herein  before  described,  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  them  expedient, 
and  that  for  the  present  the  following  Townships  be  annexed  &  included  in 
the  Third  County,  viz.  Cornish,  Saville  (2),  Croydon,  Plainfield,  Grantham, 
Protectworth  (3),  Lebanon,  Endfleld,  Grafton,  Hanover,  Canaan,  Cardigan  (4), 
Lime,  Dorchester,  And  that  the  remainder  of  the  fourth  &  fifth  Countys  be 
for  the  present  annexed  &  included  in  the  Second  County. 

Read  &  order'd  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Honi^'^  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec^. 

Which  Resolve  of  Council  being  considered, 
Voted,   That   Mess"  Waldron,   Weare   and  Liverniore    be    a 
Cora"*  to  prepare  an  answer.    Adjourned. 


[p.  304,]  Thursday,  Mai-ch  l&^  1769. 

The  Com'**  appointed  to  Prepare  an  Answer  to  the  Resolve  of 
Councill  bro't  down  yesterday  Presented  the  Draft  of  an  Answer 
which  was  read  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  16"*,  1769. 

The  Resolve  of  the  Hon'''*  Councill  of  the  15"*  Inst,  concerning 
the  Division  of  the  Province  into  Counties  being  Read  and  Duly 
Considered,  The  House  are  of  opinion  that  the  Division  thereia 
set  forth  would  not  be  so  advantageous  to  the  Province  as  the- 
Division  set  forth  in  the  Resolve  of  this  House  of  the  9"*  Instant 

(1)  Now  calleil  Effingham.  (3)  Now,  Springfield. 

(2)  Now,  WendeU.  (4)  Now,  Orange.  —  Ed. 

14 
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on  that  subject.  The  House  having  considered  not  only  the 
present  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  but  also  the  Lands  capable 
of  bein»  inhabited  to  any  tolerable  decree  hereafter  together  with 
the  situation  and  conditions  of  the  Roads,  Rivers,  ferrys,  Moun- 
tains, Markett  Towns  &c.  all  which  eminently  point  out  the  use- 
fulness of  the  said  plan  of  Division  adopted  by  the  House. 
Therefore 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  said  Resolve  of  the  Hon''" 
Couucill  be  non-concurrd,  and  that  the  House  adhere  to  their  s* 
Resolve  of  the  9"^  Inst,  with  this  alteration,  viz.  That  only  three 
of  the  said  live  supposed  Counties  be  Enfranchised  at  present, 
the  other  two  to  Remain  till  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Coun- 
cill  may  think  them  properly  qualified  to  extend  to  them  the 
Requisite  franchises. 

Which  Answer  being  consider'd.  Voted  that  it  pass  and  be  sent 
to  the  Board  for  their  concurrence.  Sent  up  by  Col"  Willard, 
Doc'  Bartlett  &  Lt.  Burley, 

[p.  305.]  The  votes  for  allowance  to  the  Rev*^  Doc''  Langdon 
Mr,  Brown  and  Mr,  Haven  bro't  down  from  the  Board  by  Mr. 
Livius  to  be  altered  as  to  the  sum,  as  by  a  message  from  the. 
Board  the  14"'  Inst,  being  considered,  Voted  That  the  Proposed 
Alteration  be  made,  That  Mr.  Brown's  allowance  be  ten  Pounds. 
Said  votes  were  sent  up  to  the  Board  again  by  Mr,  Burley, 

P,  M. 

Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr,  Rogers  bro't  down  from  the  Board  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve  of  Council,  viz. 

Province  of   ) 

New  Hampi-  )  In  Councill  16"'  of  March  1769. 

The  remote  situation  of  the  Inhabitants  about  Connecticutt  River  in  this 
Province  Rendering  the  administration  of  Justice  to  tliem  very  expensive 
and  difl&cult  which  is  a  matter  of  Real  grievance  and  just  Complaint,  for  the 
future  Removal  thereof,  It  is  Resolved  that  the  westerly  part  of  the  Province 
be  set  off  in  a  Separate  County  by  the  following  lines. 

To  begin  at  the  Province  line  between  New  Ipswich  and  Rindge,  then 
Northerly  between  the  said  Towns,  between  Temple  and  Monadnock  No. 
2(1),  between  Peterborough  and  Dublin,  between  part  of  the  Land  of 
Mason's  Claim  or  pattent  and  No.  7  (2),  Between  Hillsborough  and  No.  8,  to 
the  Northeasterly  Corner  of  No.  8,  (3)  then  Northerly  to  the  south  end  of 
Sunnipee  Pond,  then  easterly  to  the  North  End  of  said  Pond,  then  North  to 
the  Northeast  Corner  of  Savil,  then  to  the  Northeast  corner  of  Grantham, 
then  by  the  North  lines  of  Grantham  &  Plaintield  to  Connecticutt  River, 
then  on  the  River  to  the  Province  line,  then  East  on  the  Province  Line  to  the 
place  began  at. 

Read  and  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'^'"  House. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  SecJ'. 

[p,  306.]  Which  Resolve  of  Council  being  read  and  consider'd 
voted  that  it  be  concuiT'd.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Wiggin. 

(l)No.  2  is  now  called  Wilton. 

(2)  No,  7  is  now  Hillsborough. 

(3)  No.  8  is  Waahington,  —  Ed. 
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An  Act  to  Eii;il)le  the  several  Towns  ife  Parishes  in  this  Prov- 
ince  to  choose  persons  at  their  respective  General  Meetings  to 
examine  and  seize  Bread  under  the  weight  by  Law  Established, 
having  been  three  times  read, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted.  Sent  up  by  Capl.  Chamber- 
lain.    [Concurred  and  passed.] 

Mr.  Sec-'  and  Mr.  Koifcrs  bro't  <lo\vn  from  the  Boanl  tlie  tbl- 
lowing  Resolve  in  Council,  viz. 

Province  of  New  lianip'. 

In  Council  16"'  Mardi,  1769. 

Resolved  That  a  County  be  set  oft"  by  the  foUowinsj  lines  —  to  beijin  at  the 
Provini'';  Hue  b'-tween  New  Ipswich  &  Riu(l.;e  &  from  tlience  to  follow  the 
linos  of  the  westerly  County  as  (Ifscril)od  in  tlir-  vote  of  tiie  U"'  Instant,  it  the 
Re>oIv»*  of  T'ouncil  oV  this  day  as  far  as  the  iK^rth  end  of  Sunapee  pond,  iS: 
then  by  the  northwesterly  lines  oi  Dantidi'k  it  Heidelbourq;,  (1)  by  the  north- 
erly hne  of  Ileithdboiu-g,  and  by  the  northwesterly  line  of  Emery  Town  (2) 
10  Pemiuewasset  River  down  the  same  to  Merrimack  River,  and  down  the 
same  to  the  Province  line.  tVr  along  the  said  line  to  the  place  begun  at.  The 
Towns  Divided  by  this  line  are  to  remain  in  the  Easterly  County  &  tlie 
Towns  of  Derryticld  i;]),  Lilchtield  ct  Nottiuiiham  West  to  be  added  to  the 
(/ounty  now  described  if  tliose  Towns  think  it  will  be  most  convenient  to 
tJi-.-m. 

fjead  and  ord^•r■(l  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''*-"  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson  Jun.  Secy>'. 

i"]'.  oUT.]  The  K'j>olve  of  Councill  last  bro't  down  being  con- 
sid'erM,  Voted  that  it  l)e  concurr'd.  Sent  up  by  Col"  Goffe  &  Mr 
Bilker.     Adjourned. 

P.  M. 

Mr.  Li\  ills  and  Mr.  Roy-ers  bro't  down  the  followinsr  vote. 

In  Council  March  IT"'  1760. 

His  Excellency  the  (jovernor  having  recommended  the  Division  of  the 
Province  into  three  active  Cijunties  and  two  others  to  be  hereafter  set  oft"; 
and  the  Councill  and  house  having  concurr"d  in  setting  oft' two  westerly  Coun- 
ties it  yet  remains  to  Descril"'  the  line  by  which  the  two  Counties  hereafter 
to  be  set  off  may  be  buiunled.  Tlie  Council  are  of  opinion  that  the  following 
lines  would  be  most  suitable. 

To  begin  at  Connecticutt  River  at  the  northwesterly  Corner  of  the  Western 
Covmty  and  tullow  the  northerly  line  of  the  said  County  and  of  the  middle 
County  to  Pt'migewas>ctt  Uiv^-r  Down  the  said  River  to  the  mouth  of  Wini- 
pi>eokec  River  n[)  the  same  in  the  lim's  between  Canterbury  and  Gilmantown 
ajon^'  the  >ame,  then  along  the  Nurthwoterly  ami  Northeasterly  lines  of 
Barnstead  and  along  t\\<i  Northwesterly  line  of  Rochester  to  Newichawannock 
River.  All  to  the  S'orthward  of  the  »aid  lines  to  be  hereafter  by  Act  of  the 
Governor  ami  Councill  set  ntl'anil  Divided  into  two  Counties  ijy  such  lines  as 
then  shall  appear  to  be  suitable  whenever  tlie  abilities  &  Exigencies  of  y 
Inhabitants  thereof  shall  Render  it  necessary  and  convenient.  Read  and 
.")rd»-red  to  be  -ent  down  to  tiie  Hon"'"^  House  for  their  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson,  jim.  Sec>'. 

>l,  ■•Kuiiizick  au'l  HvidtUiuig,"  were  sections  which  now  embrace  New  I.oudnn.  I>;iii- 
!jury  ami  jKirt  uf  Sutton. 

■'.;')  The  town  of  AmloVHi-  was  formerly  callcl  '■  Knierytown,"  from  the  iiaiiie  of  one  of 
the  •riginal  r-ettlers.     It  wasals'i  lalieil  New  Britain. 
i3;i  ■•  [>crrvt;ol'l,"'  U'>w  Manchester.— Et). 
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[p.  308.]  Saturday  March  18^'^  17G9. 

The  vote  of  Councill  bro't  from  the  Board  by  Mr.  Livius  &  Mr. 
Rogers,  heiiii;  read  and  considered, 

Voted,  That  it  be  non-concurred.  Sent  up  to  the  Board  by 
Capt.  Worthen  and  Capt.  Merrill. 


Tuesday  March  21^'  1769,  p.  m. 

Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Roo-ers  bro't  down  from   the  Board  the 
followinsr  Resolve  in  Council,  viz. 

Province  of  X.  Hamp' 

'In  Council  21-'  March,  1769. 

Whereas  the  Hon'^'e  Assembly  have  concurr'd  the  votes  of  Council  for 
Establishing  the  lines  for  setting  off  from  the  first  County  the  two  Western 
Countys,  &  as  it  yet  remains  that  the  line  between  the  first  County  and  tlie 
two  Northern  Counties  proposed  to  be  at  present  without  the  exercise  of 
County  Privileges  &  that  notliing  may  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  this  board 
that  may  contribute  to  compleat  the  division,  do  further  Propose  &  'tis 
hereby  Resolved  that  a  line  beginning  at  the  moitth  of  Piscata((ua  River  & 
up  the  same  to  the  line  between  Durham  and  New  Markett,  and  by  that  line 
and  the  line  between  Durham  and  Nottingham,  and  between  Nottiuuham 
and  Barrington,  &  between  Chichester  and  Barnstead,  and  between  Gilman- 
[p.  309.  J  town  &  Canterbury  to  Winipesiokee  River,  then  down  said  River  to 
Merrimack  River,  aud  down  Merrimack  River  to  the  dividing  line  between 
this  Province  cfe  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  (including  those  towns  within  this 
County  which  are  divided  by  Merrimack  River)  then  easterly  following  the 
said  dividing  line  between  said  Provinces  to  the  Sea,  then  by  the  Sea  to  the 
mouth  of  Piscataqua  River,  where  the  Ijounds  began,  including  that  part  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals  that  belong  to  this  Province,  shall  be  the  bounds  of  the 
first  County,  setting  off  Litchfield,  Nottingliam  West  and  Derryfield  to  the 
nearest  Western  County  if  desired  by  said  Towns,  and  the  other  Part  of  the 
Province  not  included  in  this  and  the  other  two  Western  Countys,  be  divided 
into  two  other  Counties. 

The  within  Resolve  Read  it  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Hon'''"^  Assem- 
bly for  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  SecJ'. 

The  Petition  of  .Joshua  Bean  aud  William  Bean  of  Brentwood 
of  the  people  called  Quakers  for  relief  from  a  Tax  assess'd  on 
them  in  the  year  1758  for  charges  of  the  war  and  Representing 
they  had  done  their  proportion  &c.  Being  Read  and  consider'd, 
Order'd  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  write  to  the  Selectmen  of 
Brentwood  to  inform  them  that  they  may  otfer  what  they  tliink 
Proper  Relative  to  the  above  Petition  on  the  third  Day  of  the 
siting  of  the  General  Ass'"  after  the  fourth  (hiy  of  Apr'  next  as  a 
Hearing  on  the  Petition  of  John  Scril)ner  ami  others  Relative  to 
the  same  matter  is  appointed  on  tliat  Day. 
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VVednesdny  Mai'ch  ^-i"  17G9. 

The  Re«iulve  of  Couucill  hro't  down  yesterday  Read  and  Con- 
oiUT'd.     Sent  up  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Sec''  and  Mr.  Peirce  bro't  down  tlie  followinLj  Resolve,  viz. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  Conncill,  22''  >[arcli  17»]9. 

Tiie  C'ouncill  and  House  having  concurrM  in  lines  for  Dividinii  tlie  Prov- 
ince |p.  ;ilo.l  into  tlu-ee  Active  Couutifs.  It  is  furtlier  Resolved  That  all  the 
Land  within  this  Province  not  coutain'd  in  Either  of  the  said  tliree  Counties 
bo  liereafter  sett  otf  by  Act  of  the  Governor  and  Conncill  accordini;  to  the 
followin;;  lines  whenever  it  shall  appear  Expetlicnt  to  the  Governor  it 
Council. 

The  Fourth  County,  To  be£;in  at  the  Xorthwesterly  corner  of  Canterbury 
down  Winipiseoke  River  to  tlie  mouth  of  PeiniLrawasset  River,  up  tlie  same 
Round  tlie  westerly  End  of  Campton  and  aloni^  the  Northerly  sides  of  Camp- 
ton,  tjandwich  it  Tainwortli  iind  thence  strait  to  the  Province  line  on  the 
same  course  with  the  northerly  line  of  Eaton,  southerly  along  the  province 
Hne  to  the  north  westerly  Lines  of  The  First  County  &  along  the  same  to 
the  place  begun  at. 

Th''  Fifth  County,  to  contain  all  the  land  in  this  Province  not  contain'd  in 
any  other  Connty.  And  for  the  present  tlie  following  towns  sliall  be  an- 
ne":v'''l  >t  included  in  the  most  Westerly  County  uiitill  tlie  Before  mentioned 
Divi-;on  by  Act  of  the  Governor  tt  Conncill  shall  take  place  viz.  Lebanon, 
Grafton,  Canaan,  Relhan,(l)  Hanover,  Cardigan. (2) 

The  remainder  of  the  Fitth  County  and  all  the  fourth  County  to  remain 
annex" il  and  Included  in  the  first  County  for  the  present. 

Rf-ad  and  order"  d  to  be  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson,  Jun.  Sec>'. 

P.  M. 

The  Resolve  of  Couucill  bro't  from  the  Board  in  the  forenoon 
consiilerM  and  concurrM  with  this  amendment  —  That  the  County 
wherein  Dover  is  contain'd  be  one  of  the  Active  Counties  at 
present,  and  that  one  of  the  Western  Counties  whichever  the 
Governor  and  Couucill  shall  Please  be  annexed  to  some  other 
County  untill  the  (Trneruor  and  Conncill  shall  think  Proper  to 
extend  to  them  their  proper  Privileii-es.  Sent  up  by  Doc""  Bart- 
iett,  3Ir.  Burley  &,  Maj""  Willard. 

[p.  oil.]  Whereas' this  House  have  concurrM  the  several  votes 
of  the  Hon'''''  Council  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties 
and  the  Dividing  lines  are  thereby  agreed  on,  and  it  is  necessary 
also  to  Determine  the  proper  places  for  holding  the  Courts  in  the 
several  Countys  before  an  Act  i^  drawn  up  for  Establishing  the 
aforesaid  Division,  Therefijre, 

Voted,  That  there  be  held  annually  two  Courts  of  Commo 
Pleas,   two   Courts  of  General   Sessions  of    the   Peace   and    one 
Superiour  Court  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  and  the  like  Num- 
her  of  Courts  in  the  Town  of  Exeter  for  the  County   wherein 

(UKoUiati.  now  calle>i  Eiitield. 
(-2)  Canlisian,  iww  Oranijo.— Ku. 
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those  Towns  are  situated.     [Sent  up  to  the  Board  March  •23'^  by 
Doc""  Thompson.] 

The  Com'"  apjiointed  to  Determine  the  most  suitable  Phice  for 
petins?  a  meeting  House  in  the  Parish  of  Raymond  make  the  t'ol- 
lowing  Report,  viz. 

Province  of     |   Xov^  11">  1768. 

Pursuant  to  the  aforegoing  vote,  vre  have  viewed  the  said  Parish  and  agree 
to  Report  tliat  we  think  the  site  of  a  Meeting  House  at  the  westerly  End  of 
the  Lott  No.  37  Laid  out  to  Samuel  Shaw  at  a  place  called  Sled  Hill  will  best 
accommodate  said  Parish. 

Which  is  Humbly  submitted  hy 

John  Webster  ) 

Eben'' Stevens  [Com"-" 

Eliphalet  Merrill       ) 

Which  Report  was  Head  and  Ordered  to  h^y  for  Consideration. 

Mr.  Levins  and  Mr.  Rogers  bro"t  Down  from  the  Board  the 
Resolve  of  Councill  of  the  '2'!'^  Inst,  with  the  vote  of  the  House 
thereon  concurring  with  an  Amendment,  upon  which  vote  of  the 
House  the  Council  have  pass'd  the  following  Resolve,  viz. 


Thursday,  March  23''  1769. 

[p.  :]12.]  Province  of  j.  j    Councill,  March  23^1  1769. 
New  Hauip'  )  ' 

Read  and  nun-coucurred,  and  unanimously  Resolved  to  adhere  to  our 
former  Resolve. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec  . 

Which  Resolve  of  Councill  being  considered 
Voted,  That  it  l)e  concur'd.     Sent  up  by  Maj"^  Downing,  Mr. 
Jenness  &  Maj'  Hobart. 

P.  M. 

The  House  thinking  it  best  to  know  the  Determination  of  the 
Councill  on  the  vote  of  the  House  respecting  the  Places  for  hold- 
ing the  Court.s  in  the  first  County  before  they  send  u])  any  «dher 
votes,  adjourned  till  to  morrow  nine  o'clock. 


Fryday  xAIarch  24"'  17G9. 

Hearing  nothing  from  y''  Councill,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 
p.  K.  [and  so  from  time  to  time,  till] 

[p.  813.]  Tuesday  March  2.S"'  1769,  v.  m. 

Mr.  Sec'',  Mr.  Jatfrey  and  Mr.  Rogers  Bro't'from  the  Board  the 
vote  of  the  House  of  the  22''  Instant  Relative  to  the  Places  where 
the  Courts  should  be  hehJ  in  the  first  County,  with  the  following 
vote  of  Council  thereon,  viz. 


1769.1  JOURNAL   OF   THE   HOUSE.  '21^ 

In  Councill,  28'"  March  17G9. 

Read  and  roncurr'd  with  this  amendment,  that  there  be  two  Superior 
Courts  annually  held  in  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  an  I  no  Superioi  C'ourl 
lield  in  the  Town  of  Exeter. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  bec>. 

Which  ajuendmeiU  ProposM  by  the  Council  being  Ui'ad  was 
unanimously  non-concurM,  and 

Votei]  to  adhere  to  the  vnie  vi'  the  House  a.s  sent  up.  Sent  up 
by  xMaj'"  Jlobart,  Cupt.  Wortlien,  Capt.  Merrill. 

Mr.  Sec"  came  from  the  Board  and  Informed  the  S[)eaker  and 
the  House  tliat  the  Vote  of  the  House  sent  up  by  Maj'  Ilobart 
un<l  others  was  unanimously  non-concur'd  by  the  Councill.  Ad- 
journed. 


\Ve(hK'sday  March  29,  ITGO. 

Mr.  See''  and  Mr.  Warner  bro't  (h:)wn  the  following  llesolve  in 
Councill,  viz. 

nI'w"  iSnn!shire  }  '^  <''-"^^'>'  -•^"'  ^'^^^'^  ^ '•^^^'- 

The  Council  &  House  having:  concurr'd  in  the  lines  of  three  Counties  to  lie 
immediately  set  off, 

It  is  Resolved,  that  there  be  annually  held  in  the  Western  County,  Two 
Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Two  Inferiour  Courts  of  Comniuu 
Pleas,  ct  one  Superiour  Court  in  the  Township  of  Keen,  &  two  (reneral  Ses- 
[p.  314.]  sions  of  the  Peace  it  two  Inferiour  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  the 
Township  of  Charlestown.     Read  and  order'd  to  be  sent  down. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec-*". 

Mr.  Rimlge  ifc  Mr.  Rogers  bro't  <lown  the  following  Resolve  in 
Council,  viz. 

Province  of  j  j    (,  -j  ,.-,.„  ,^      ,     ^-^j^ 

.New  Hampsliire   )  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  be  aimually  held  in  the  Thiril  or  Middle  County  one 
Superiour  Court,  four  Inferiour  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and  tour  Courts  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  the  Town  of  Amherst.  Read  &  ordered  to 
be  bent  down. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec. 

P.  M. 

The  Resolves  of  .Councill  Respecting  the  Places  for  holding 
the  Courts  taken  under  C<)nsi<lerati()n  and  a  Com"*'  a]i|iointed  to 
.Prefiare  a  vote  tu  send  up.     Adjourned. 


Thursday,  3[arch  :i()"'  1701). 

Message  from  the  Board  by  Mr.  .Jattrey,  Tliat  he  was  Directed 
by  his  Excellency  t<>  Infoi-m  tin-  House  that  there  was  a  Demami 
this  Day  ma<1e  on  the  Treasurv  bv  one  Person  for  the  Exchanue 
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of  Pai>er    Bills    tu   the    amount   ot'    Six   Thoiisuiul   Pound.s  01<l 
Tenor. 

Whereas  the  lion''"'  his  Majesty's  Couneill  liave  sent  down  to 
this  Hduse  two  votes  of  the  '29""  Instant  Dechiring  the  Phtces  t^r 
hohlinir  the  Courts  in  the  Westerly  and  Middle  Counties  to  be 
[p.  31 0.]  Erected  in  this  Province,  and  the  House  conceiving  it 
Would  be  most  convenient  to  settle  the  Places  for  holding  the 
Courts  in  all  tlie  Propos'd  Counties  in  one  Act,  have  Resumed 
the  consideration  of  tliat  matter  with  Respect  to  the  Lower  (<r 
Easterly  County,  which  being  an  important  article  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  People,  The  House  are  Desirous  it  may  be 
ReconsiderM  and  hope  the  Hon'''"'  Couneill  will  Readily  concur  in 
the  Pro]iosal  and  j'>yn  witii  th.e  House  in  the  motion,  and  that 
the  matter  may  appear  in  a  just  light,  the  House  would  offer  the 
grounds  and  Reasons  which  induce  them  to  think  that  in  this 
County  half  the  Courts  ought  to  be  Removed  out  of  the  Town 
of  Portsmouth  and  held  in  some  other  Place  or  Places  in  the 
County,  viz.  The  great  End  of  all  government  is  the  good  of 
the  GovernM,  and  the  Institution  of  Courts  is  for  the  benefit  of 
the  People  for  the  security  of  their  lives  and  Properties  by  a 
Regular  Administration  of  Justice  and  <lue  Execution  of  the 
Laws,  the  Tenure  by  which  they  hold  both  ;  which  Depends  on  a 
due  knowledge  of  facts,  without  which  the  Rules  of  Law  cannot 
be  Rightly  applyed  —  That  the  facts  Relative  to  any  controversy 
bro't  before  a  Court  oi  Justice  are  to  be  jiroved  l)y  matters  of 
Record  or  by  matters  transacted  in  the  Country  or  among  the 
People.  There  are  few  cases  determined  merely  by  the  tbrmer 
kind  of  EviTience  and  the  latter  kind  can  be  oidy  by  the  oaths  ()f 
witnesses  and  they  :u'e  generally  to  be  found  residing  where  the 
Cause  of  Action  arises  of  which  not  ten  in  a  hundred  ot  dis- 
pute'! actions  has  hitlierto  happened  at  Portsmouth  —  That  the 
ri'jht  Determination  of  a  cause  dejiends  more  on  the  Examination 
of  Witnesses  berbre  the  Jury  in  o]ien  Courts  than  upon  anything 
wliatever  where  the  right  knowledge  of  the  facts  is  the  point  iii 
<luestioi!,  tfc  therefore  the  Common  law  allow'd  no  other  way,  nor 
has  any  statute  or  Pruvincial  law  Provided  an  adcipiate  remedy 
or  methoil  in  Lieu  thereof  This  makes  some  tether  ])lace  tlian 
Port>mouth  absolutely  necessary  to  hold  at  least  half  the  Courts 
at  which  the  trial  i>  final  for  this  Countv,  —  To  have  the  advan- 
tage  of  Examining  witnesses  in  open  Coiirt,  without  which 
Justice  is  often  eluded,  and  for  the  ease  of  Witnesses,  Parties  ifc 
Jui'ymen,  not  only  with  regard  to  their  Tiavel  l)ut  a■^  to  the 
Expellee  of  their  support,  it-  often  happening  the  Courts  are 
necessarily  adjourned  to  such  seasons  as  hoi>e-keeping  and  other 
necessaries  are  very  expensive  here  which  Wduld  be  much  chea|»er 
at  some  other  i)lace  —  That  the  house  apjirehend  that  these  are 
the  princijial  reasons  whicli  can  be  really  ot  any  weight  in  the 
settling'  the  places  of  the  Courts  sittiiiir — All  other  considera- 
ticns  beinir  fireicrn   tn  the  goii(l  of  the  people  and  without   tins 
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;iil\;iiitan"e  lla'  sottiiip;  o\Y  tlii>  Comity  will  1)0  rather  a  IJiirilei; 
than  service  to  the  j'eoi.le  ti)r  it  will  lucrease  the  charge  ainl  if 
tlu'  ceiiKjte  parts  are  still  to  conic  liere  to  transact  all  Puhlick 
fp.  ;316.]  l>iisiness,  What  ease  ami  relict'  have  they  umler  their 
present  grievance.  That  in  tl)e  coii.-ideratiou  ot"  this  matter  the 
lionse  have  en.leav(jurM  to  I)i\est  themselves  of  all  Partiality  ami 
[)i-.\s  the  lion'''''  Board  wouM  camliilly  consider  their  ProfessM 
motives.  And  as  this  House  jndgc  the  Town  of  Exeter  to  1)0  the 
most  central  ot  any  part  of  this  County  and  tittost  for  the  Pur- 
poses atbresaid,  it  is  hereby 

Resolved  :md  votetl,  'riiat  one  Suj>erior  Court  two  Inferior 
Courts  ani  Two  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  be 
hoiden  at  Exeter  yearlv,  or  that  one  Intei'ior  Court  and  one 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  be  hoiden  .at  any  sucli 
otliei'  place  as  the  Council  shall  judge  i>ropper  out  of  the  Town  of 
Portsmouth,  liut  that  one  Superior  Court,  tw(j  Inferior  Courts 
and  two  Courts  of  Geuei"al  Sessions  of  the  Peace  be  held  yearly 
at  s'  Portsnumtii  which  scheme  the  house  apprehend  will  give 
Gener.al  Content  in  the  Province.  Sent  to  the  house  in  the 
.afternoon  by  Col"  Gotie,  Mr.  iJurley  &  Capt.  Stevens. 

P.  it. 

A  message  from  the  Board  by  Mr.  JattVoy  &  Mr.  Rogers  to 
EiKjuire  whether  the  Resolves  of  Councill  for  appointing  the 
Phices  for  holding  the  Courts  in  the  Western  &  middle  Countys 
were  acted  u[)on  by  the  House. 

In  answer  to  which  a  moss.age  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the 
Clerk  to  inform  them  That  the  votes  En(iuired  after  are  not  yet 
Acted  on  liy  the  House.     Adjourned. 


[r.  oil.]  Fryday  March  :]1,  1  TbD. 

•  A  message  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Parker  and 
Col  ■  Gotte  to  Desire  the  Councill  to  reconsider  their  Resolve 
Respecting  the  Places  for  holding  the  Courts  in  the  middle 
Cotinty,  and  also  to  pray  the  Councill  to  Determin  as  soon  as 
maybe  Respecting  the  Places  tor  hoMing  the  Courts  in  the  first 
County  and  let  the  House  know  their  Determination.  The  said 
Resolve  of  C»)iincill  was  carried  up  and  the  Councill  Reiiuested 
to  hear  what  some  Persons  acijuainteil  in  tiio^e  parts  may  otter 
relative  to  Amherst  or  Merrimack  which  may  lie  the  most  conve- 
nient place  for  hold-  the  Courts. 

A  message  from  the  I^oard  by  Mr.  Sec'.  Mr.  Pierce  ifc  Mr.  Xoyes 
to  inform  the  House  that  the  Councill  have  heard  what  the  several 
persons  ac<]uainted  in  those  parts  who  ha\  e  Ijeen  before  them  have 
<itferod  respecting  the  Places  of  holding  the  Courts  in  the  middle 
County  and  are  o\'  opinion  that  at  Present  Andierst  is  the  most 
[iroper  place,  and  left  the  Resoh  e  in  the  House. 
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Mr.  Sec>',  Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Pierce  Bro't  from  the  Board  the 
t'ullowiug  Resolve  in  Council),  viz. 

Province  of  New  Harap' 

III  Coiuicill.  31''  of  Miirch  17G9. 

The  Covmcil  having  Read  and  Duly  considered  the  vote  of  the  House  ot 
the  oO"^  Instant  ccnoerning  the  Places  for  holding  the  Courts  in  the  Easterly 
proposed  County,  are  of  opinion  that  no  ^utiicient  Reason  has  yet  been  giveu 
Ibr  Removing  ariy  of  the  Courts  out  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  where  they 
have  been  loni:  Established,  and  that  there  is  a  considerable  dllferenoe  between 
i-lioosing  a  proper  seat  for  Courts  of  Justice  in  a  new  County,  and  between 
Disturbing  and  altering  the  well  Established  Order  and  long  Established  Re- 
sort of  the  People  for  Justice:  That  the  Question  is  not  where  the  seat  of 
Justice  ought  to  i)e  Established  in  the  Easterly  County,  it  having  lieen  already 
long  Estaiilished,  but  whether  the  Reasons  given  ibr  the  removal  of  some  of 
the  Courts  from  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  are  sufficient,  and  liowever  this 
Question  may  be  Decideil,  the  Council  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  very 
[p.  318. 1  distressing  measure,  a  very  une(iual  Procedure  to  delay  on  that  ac- 
count tlie  Relief  of  the  remote  western  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  whose 
distant  situation  renders  the  necessity  of  dividing  them  into  Countys  very 
pressing  and  in  order  to  promote  this  Division  ami  as  far  as  possible  to  pri^- 
serve  an  unity  of  opinions  or  at  least  of  Resolutions  between  the  Council  and 
Honorable  Assembly,  It  is 

Resolved,  That  Two  inferior  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  two  Courts  of 
(ieneral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  P^asterly  County  be  holden  in  such 
place  as  the  House  shall  deem  most  convenient  tor  the  accommodation  of  the 
Rt'Diote  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County,  but  that  the  rest  of  the  Courts  for 
the  said  County  shall  continue  to  be  holden  at  Portsmouth.  Read  &  sent 
down  tor  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson,  jun.  Sec>'. 

P.  M. 

Tlie  House  took  under  consideration  the  Resolve  of  Council 
bro'l  down  in  the  forenoon  and  after  <lebating  thereon  Prepared 
:in  answer  thereto.     Adjourned. 


Saturday  April  l'',  1760. 

The  Answer  to  the  Cotincills  Resolve  prepared  yesterday  is  as 
follows : 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  xMarch  31, 1769. 

Tlie  House  having  Read  and  duly  considere<l  the  Resolve  of  the 
Hon'''  Councill  of  this  Day  relating  to  the  Places  of  holding  the 
(.'ourts  of  Justice  in  the  proposed  Easterly  County  are  very  sorry 
to  find  their  sentiments  on  that  subject  so  different  from  tliose  ot' 
The  House  who  cannot  help  thinking  that  a  .  little  further  atten- 
tion will  induce  the  Councill  to  judge  more  favorably  of  &  come 
into  the  sentiments  of  the  House  on  that  matter.  That  as  to  tlie 
reason  iriven  by  the  Council  for  continuing  the  Superi<n-  Couits  at 
[i'.  ;>19.]  Portsmouth  from  the  length  of  time  since  the  Establish- 
ineiit,  tlie  House  think  it  cannot  avail  if  the  different  circum- 
stances of  the  Province  when  tliat  Establishment  was  made  is  com- 
pared with  tlie  present  and  Especially  that   Portsmouth  was  then 
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tlie  only  place  of  safety  &  tlie  greatest  distance  of  any  jxTson 
concerned  Did  not  exceed  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  &  those  at  that 
distance  very  few ;  that  length  of  time  is  of  no  weight  when  the 

?ioint  under  consideration,  is  whether  the  ditt'erent  situation  of  the 
*e<)|ile  does  not  re((uire  an  alteration  which  they  have  earnestly 
desired  for  near  tliirty  years,  the  want  of  which  they  have  so  long 
complarneil  of  as  a  heavy  burthen;  That  the  Iii<lucemeiit  to  the 
House  to  concur  with  the  Ilon''''^  Council  in  making  this  County 
so  large  was  the  hoj>es  of  Relief  to  the  People  in  this  case  that 
tliey  might  have  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the  Dernier  Re- 
sort bro't  nearer  home,  for  it  seems  plain  that  if  that  cannot  be 
agreed  to  the  Western  line  of  this  county  ought  not  to  extend  to 
Merrimack  River,  which  as  it  does  if  the  Inhabitants  are  not  re- 
leived  in  the  jiremises  tliey  will  be  in  a  much  worse  condition 
than  if  there  had  been  no  Division ;  That  as  to  tlu."  Question  why 
tlie  matter  should  not  be  comjileated  as  to  the  Counties  about 
which  we  liave  no  disi)ute,  the  house  observe  that  the  Act  ino- 
jiosed  is  to  ]tass  with  a  suspending  clause  ife  when  his  ^[ajesty  had 
gi\  en  his  fiat  it  will  be  a  very  ditKcult  &  perhaps  cjostly  Business 
to  obtain  an  alteration,  which  makes  the  House  so  solicitous  to 
compleat  the  whole  in  one  Act,  they  therefore  think  it  inconsistent 
with,  their  iluty  to  their  constituents  to  concur  with  that  said  Re- 
solve as  it  now  stands. 

Read  au<l  voted  to  be  sent  up  to  the  Hon''''^  Council.  Sent  up 
by  Messrs  Toppau,  Wriglit  &  Bartlett. 

Tlie  Hon''"  Mr.  Sec-^  Mr.  Livius  and  Mr.  Rindge  Bro't  Down 
the  following  Resolve  in  Council,  viz. 

In  Council  1'  April  1709. 

It  is  Resolved  that  one  Superior  Court,  one  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
rie.is  and  one  Court  of  (ren'  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  Easterly  County  be 
holden  in  such  Place  as  shall  be  tlio't  most  convenient  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Remote  Inhabitants  of  said  County,  but  the  Rest  of  tiie  Courts- 
for  the  said  County  shall  continue  to  be  holden  at  Portsmouth. 

Read  and  order'd  to  be  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

T.  Atkinson.  Jun.  Sec>'. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Eod"'  Die. 

The  above  Resolve  of  the  Hon'''*"  Council  Read  and  concurrVl. 
[p.  320.]  And  further  Voted,  That  the  Superior  Court  and  Court 
nf  General  Sessions  of  tlie  Peace  &  Inferior  Court  t)f  Common 
Pleas  to  be  Remuved  out  of  the  Town  uf  Portsmouth  be  held 
yearly  in  the  Town  of  Exeter.  Sent  up  by  Mess"^  Goffe,  Wiggin, 
Downing  cfc  Thompson. 

The  Resolve  in  Councill  of  the  -!i)"^  of  March  Respecting  the 
Places  for  holdintr  the  Courts  in  tlie  Western  Countv  was  taken 
under  consideration.  Read  and  Concurr'd. 

Sent  up  by  Mess""'  Willard,  Bakei",  Bartlett  ife  Greeley. 

The  Resolve  in  Councill   of  the  •J9"'of  March   Relative   to  the 
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Places  for  holding  the  Courts  in  the  Middle  County  was  taker. 
under  consideration,  Read  and  Concur'd. 

Sent  u])  by  Mess"  Willnrd,  Baker,  Bartlett  &  Greeley. 

Adjourned. 


Monday,  April  ■^'^  1769. 

Voted  That  William  Parker  and  Samuel  Livermove  Esq'  be  a 
Com'"  to  joyn  with  such  as  the  Hon'''''  Couucill  shall  appoint  to 
prepare  a  Bill  or  Bills  tor  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  and 
to  Establish  the  times  ami  Places  for  holding  the  Courts,  etc. 
ao'reeable  to  the  Votes  of  the  General  Assembly.  Sent  up  tor 
concurrence  by  Doc"^  Thompson.  [Concurred,  and  Hon**'^  Daniel 
Warner  and  Peter  Livius,  added.]     Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  4">  1769. 

[r.  3"J1.]  Mr.  Sec-'  Bro't  ilown  the  petition  of  Samuel  Plail, 
))raying  for  an  allowance  for  Damages  Done  his  Land,  fences  tfcc. 
By  the  Execution  of  Ruth  Blay  —  which  Petition  being  consid- 
er'd 

Voted  That  it  be  Dismiss'd. 

The  Sec-''  also  informM  the  Speaker  that  the  vote  of  the  House 
of  Satunlay  last  for  holding  Courts  at  Exeter  ifcc,  was  concurrM 
by  the  Councill. 

P.  M. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  allowances  to  be  made 
to  the  Councill  and  Assembly  and  PassM  the  following  vote,  viz. 

Voted,  That  each  member  of  his  Majesty's  Councill  be  allowd 
and  paid  six  shillings  and  Eight  pence  per  Day  for  every  Day  of 
their  attendance  in  (General  Assembly  from  the  seventeenth  Day 
of  May  1768,  untill  the  Dissolution  of  the  Present  General  As- 
semlily,  and  also  two  pence  half  penny  }K-r  mile  for  Tra\ellnig  to 
and  from  the  Place  of  the  sitting  vi  the  General  Assembly  every 
time  tlie  General  Assembly  is  adjourneil  or  Prorogued  from  Satur- 
day till  Monday  or  for  any  longer  time  During  the  said  term,  to 
be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  upon  a  Certificate  from  the  Secretary. 

Also  that  each  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be 
allow'd  :ind  jiuid  the  sum  of  six  sliillings  pr  Day  for  every  Day  of 
thei'-  attendance  in  General  Assembly  from  the  said  sixteenth  Day 
of  May  176>!  untill  the  Dissolution  of  the  present  General  Assem- 
bly, also  two  pence  half  penny  pr  mile  for  travelling  to  and  from 
the  iilace  of  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  every  time  the 
General  Assembly  has  been  or  shall  be  adjourn'd  or  Prorouued 
[p.  o22.]  from  Saturday  till  Monday  or  for  a  longer  time  ;  Exce|)t 
such  as  live  more  than  twenty  miles  Distant  froni^the  Place  where 
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the  General  Assembly  sitts,  who  are  not  to  be  allowed  Travil  un- 
less when  the  General  Assembly  has  been  or  shall  l)e  ailjoarne<l, 
or  l*roro<nied  for  a  lojiger  time  than  from  Saturday  till  Monday, 
but  when  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  adjourned  or  Proro'^ued 
from  Saturday  till  Monday,  insteail  of  Travil  to  be  allowed  one 
days  pay,  and  that  the  said  members  be  paiil  by  the  Treasurer 
upon  a  certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  <jf  Representatives. 
Also  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives  be  allow'cl 
the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  Day  for  each  Day  of  his  attendance 
in  General  Assembly  in  that  capacity  Exclusive  of  his  wages  as  a 
member  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  to  be  paid  iiim  by  the 
Treasurer  upon  a  Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives all  the  allowances  here  made  to  be  paid  out  of  money 
that  IS  or  shall  be  in  the  Treasury. 

Sent  up  by  Maj'  Wright  &  Capt.  Chamberlain. 

Mr.  Sec''  and  Mr.  Rogers  bro't  from  the  Board  y"  vote  of  the 
House  of  this  day  with  the  following  vote  of  Councill  thereon,  viz 

In  Councill,  eoJem  die.  Read  and  concurred  with  this  amendment,  That 
each  member  of  the  Council  receive  Eight  Sliillings  per  Diem  Enstead  of  six 
Sliillings  and  Eight  pence,  (a) 

T.  Atkinson,  jun  Sec>'. 

(a)  Votes,  bills,  acc'\  &c.  passed  l)y  the  House  and  concurred  by  the  Coun- 
cil from  March  15"'  to  April  4"\  1769. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Gerrish  for  an  action  of  Review  against  John  Parker  of 
Litchfield,  in  an  action  of  ejectment,  &c.  granted. 

An  Act  for  the  freeholders  of  Hampstead  to  collect  an  assessment —  passed. 
Petition  of  John  Walter  Cook  and  others,  bakers,  praying  relief  from  the 
liardships  of  the  law  relating  to  bread, —  Act  passed. 

Petition  of  Judith  Winn  for  a  re-hearing  of  a  case  in  Court  against  Joseph 
Kelley  —  granted. 

Act  to  enable  Samuel  Pierce  and  Anna  i[itchell  to  sell  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  Robert  Mitchell,  dec'd. 

Mr.  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  inform VI  the  Speaker  and 
the  House  Tliat  his  Exc^  had  tho't  proper  to  adjourn  the  Gen' 
Ass'"  of  this  Province  to  Monday  the  17*''  Inst,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon. 

Att'  M.  Weare,  Cl^ 


[p.  323.]  Monday,  Ap^  17'\  17(3^. 

[Adjourned  till] 

Tuesday,  Apr'  LS'"  17b9,  p.  m. 

The  House  taking  under  consideration  the  vote  of  the  Council 
concerning  the  vote  of  the  House  of  the  4""  Instant  for  allow- 
ance to  the  Council  and  Assembly  with  this  amendment.  That 
each  member  of  the  Councill  Receive  Eight  shillings  pr  diem 
instead  of  six  shillings  &  Eight  pence. 
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It  was  put  tJ   vote   whether  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Councill  shouhl  be  concurr'd.     It  passed  in  the  Xegative. 


[p.  ;3li4.]  Wednesday,  Ap'  19,  17G9,  p.  m. 

The  Dep-''  Sec^  bro't  down  the  Ace'  of  Isaac  Rindge  Esq''  for 
the  expenses  of  IJ mining  the  Northeasterly  BoTindary  line  of  this 
Province,  with  the  tbllowing  Message  from  his  Exc-',  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlevien  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  having  hitely  agitated  a  claim  to  a 
very  considerable  tract  of  land  within  and  upon  tlie  Xo.  East  line  or"  this 
Province  which  claim  includes  among  others,  part  of  the  Town  of  Rochester, 
their  Pretentions  appearing  to  rest  solely  upon  the  supposed  uncertainty  of 
the  Province  Divisional  line,  It  was  therefore  Expedient  and  I  Directed  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Lauds  for  this  Province  to  Perambulate  and  Renew  the 
line  heretofore  authoritatively  surveyed  admeasured  and  marked  Ijy  Walter 
Bryant  Esq.  and  for  further  certainty  and  more  Incontestable  Evidence  to 
have  with  him  the  said  Walter  Bryant  Esq.  as  an  a>sistant  to  this  purpose 
untler  oath.  Also  to  extend  by  Actual  adme;\suremeut  ami  plainly  to  mark 
the  Remaining  part  of  the  said  line  as  Described  Directed  and  ordered  by  the 
confirmed  Judgment  of  the  Commissioners  for  settling  the  lines  of  this 
Province,  and  as  is  now  Expressed  in  his  Majesty's  Commission  for  the  r;ov- 
ernm' of  this  Province.  One  hundred  miles  in  this  service  has  been  faithfully 
and  skillfully  Performed  and  will  undoubtedly  tend  to  the  immediate  ternii- 
uatiou  of  all  claims  —  at  least  it  must  remove  all  foundation  or  even  Plausible 
[p.  32.5. 1  Pretext  for  any.  I  have  Directed  the  Acco'  of  Expense  hereby  in- 
curred eminently  tor  the  great  benefit  of  the  Province  to  be  laid  before  the 
General  Assembly  and  Recommend  that  Provision  be  made  for  its  Reim- 
bursement. 

J'Wentwoeth. 
Council  Chamber 

Portsm"  19=''-  Apr'  17G9. 


tv  The  follow ing  Letter  from  Gov.  Fkaxcis  Barnard  of  Massa- 
chusetts throws  light  on  the  question  of  the  boundary  line,  in 
controversy  at  this  time. — Ed. 

Letter  from    Gov.  Barnard. 

[Copied  from  "  Province  Boundaries,  1677-1TG7"'  in  Sec-*'*  office. 

Boston,  Septem'  10'"  1767. 
Sir  — 

I  communicated  your  Letter  of  Aug^  26"'  to  the  Council,  as  I  advised  you 
in  my  last  I  should  do;  and  the  same»was  referred  to  a  Committee  upon 
whose  Report  the  Council  advised  me  to  return  your  Excellency  the  Ibllow- 
ing  Answer. 

Your  Excellency  mentions  "  you  have  examined  the  Plan  annexed  to  the 
Royal  Instruction  to  Governor  Belcher  Recorded  »&;  upon  file  in  your  Secre- 
tary's office,  also  interrogated  Mr.  Bryant  who  surveyed  A:  marked  this  line, 
and  that  from  these  and  many  other  irrefragable  evidences  you  are  convinced 
that  the  Lands  you  refer  to  are  clearly  within  the  bounds  of  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire;  in  which  you  are  confirmed  by  the  plainest  expression  of 
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your  Cominissiou."'  As  I  am  desirous  of  nii  ;iinic;il)le  mijustment  ot  tlie 
Line  and  to  pivvnt  all  ■)Cca.sion3  of  contention  l)etvvt'('n  tin'  borderers,  I  am 
to  reque^^t  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Plan 
and  Instru'tion  aforesaid,  Mr.  liryant"s  declaration  and  tin'  other  Evidences 
your  Excellency  refers  to,  to.;ether  with  such  part  of  your  Commission  as 
relates  to  this  nutter,  and  L  will  lay  them  before  the  Assembly  who  may 
thereby  be  euableil  to  jud'^e  of  the  facts  wiiich  have  induced  your  Excellency 
to  adopt  the  sentime,nts  you  profess:  and  you  shall  l>e  furnished  with  copies 
of  any  papers  in  the  atViir  you  slnll  want  from  hence;  extracts  of  which, 
•containing  the  sulistance  of  s.iid  Papers  an;  lu'ldw  communicated  to  your 
Excellency.  In  this  way  we  shall  both  of  us  !)•!  possessed  of  the  facts;  by  a 
consideration  of  which  this  matter  las  you  ol)serve)  may^perhaps  be  adjusted. 
In  the  mean  time  I  would  acquaint  you  that  the  Geneial  Assembly  here 
being  informed  that  Mr.  Bryant  had  made  a  mistake  in  running  the  line 
between  the  two  Provinces,  taking  his  departure  from  the  head  of  the  north- 
east branch  of  Newichwannock  or  Salmon  falls  river,  instead  of  the  main 
Viiver;  they  divers  times  appointed  Committees  to  be  joined  l)y  a  Committee 
on  the  part  of  New  Hampshire,  and  desired  me  to  write  to  the  late  Governor 
Wentworth  that  such  Committee  miglit  l)e  appointed  in  order  to  the  just  set- 
tlement of  the  Line.  I  wrote  to  him  several  times  accordiu-rly,  but  no  sucli 
Committee  was  appointed  till  the  last  year;  when  Col"  John- Wentworth 
with  AValter  Bryant  Esq.  the  surveyor  who  run  the  line  (1)  were  appointed 
by  him.  This  Committee  with  ours  proceeded  last  November  and  viewed 
the  main  river  it  the  northeast  branch  aforesaid.  I  will  now  mention  to  vou 
the  substance  of  the  several  Reports  of  our  Committees  and  of  the  evidence 
■hat  has  been  taken  on  our  part  relative  to  said  liiver  and  Branch. 

January  17tj4.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Samuel  Livermore  and  Joseph  Frye, 
Esqs.  having  in  Octolier  1T(J3  viewed  said  Kiver  and  branch  report:  ''That 
from  the  view  we  had  on  the  spot  the  quantity  of  water  tlowing  from  said 
River  contains  two  parts  i  i  three  more  tlian  what  run  from  said  branch." 
"We  beg  leave  furtlier  to  ort'er  it  as  our  oi)inion.  that  the  place  from  whence 
the  surveyor  look  his  departure  as  tlie  head  of  Newidnvannock  or  Salmon 
Falls  river,  when  this  line  was  run  in  the  year  1741  is  not,  and  we  think  can- 
not be  understood  to  be.  the  place  intendeil  by  the  order  of  his  late  Majesty 
in  Council  for  settling  that  Line." 

1706  December.  Jonathan  Bagley  Es(j''  from  another  Committee  reports. 
That  he  with  ten  others,  of  which  number  were  Col"  John  Wentworth  and 
Walter  Bryant  Esq.  the  Surveyor  (the  Committee  appointed  iiy  Gov''  Went- 
worth) proceeded  in  November  17t!()  to  the  forementiont.'d  Kiver  and  immch 
and  after  viewing  l)0th  of  them  several  times,  "the  whole  party  were  called 
together  (Sunday  Nov''  2:3'')  to  judge  how  large  a  hole  would  vent  the  watei 
that  run  in  that  Branch;  and  after  measuring  the  wedth  i.'ir  depth,  the  party 
judged  the  whole  water  that  tiien  run  in  said  Branch  would  run  through  a 
hole  as  big  as  a  Barrell,"'  then  they  took  their  departure  for  the  main  river  or 
main  Branch  again  in  order  to  view  that:  which  accordingly  they  did  the 
next  day,  and  "  it  appeared  that  it  was  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the 
northeast  Branch  that  Mr.  Bryant  run  in  1741,  anu  yielded  more  tlian  three 
times  as  much  water." 

1707  January-7.  James  Warren  jun',  Gilbert  Warren  and  James  Hasty 
declare,  "That  in  the  month  of  Noveinb'  last  (170ii)  they  M'ere  employ'd  by 
Jonathan  Bagley  Esq''  and  others  a  Committe<>  aj)poiuted  l)y  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  John  We-ntworth  it  Walter  Bryant  Esip  a 
Committee  appointed  by  Governor  Wentworth,  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  in  onler  to  view  Salmon  falls  river  A-  the  Branches  thereof. 
In  pursuance  of  which  the  deponents  went  with  said  Committees  up  said 
Salmon  fall  Kiver  until  they  came  to  the  place  where  the  northeasterly 
branch  or  Brook  united  with  the  main  river  and  they  viewed  the  same" 
Ac.  and  alter  several  views  of  both,  the  result  is,  that  "  it  appeared  to  them 
ihat  the  main  Kiver  is  about  three  times  as  large  and  yielded  about  three 

(DSee  Walter  Bry.anfs  rejxjrt  1T41,  i.ii.  .34!i-3.il  of  Volume  VI.— Ed. 


224:  PROVINCE   UF    NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [ITtJU, 

times  the  (luautity  ot  water  that  the  northeasterly  branch  did."'  The  said 
<'ilbert  Warren  aiul  James  Hasty  add,  "That  they  are  well  aciiuainted  with 
the  Southwesterly  branch  of  Salmon  falls  river  which  runs  into  the  main 
Kiver  about  three  miles  and  an  half  above  the  place  where  the  northeasterly 
branch  unites  with  the  said  main  Kiver,  ami  are  of  opinion  that  the  said 
Southwesterly  branch  is  near  or  quite  as  large  and  issues  near  or  quite  as 
much  water  as  the  northeasterly  Branch." 

lTd7  June  22''.  Walter  Bryant  Esq''  the  Surveyor  who  run  the  line  in  1741 
among  other  questions  was  a.-!ved  the  following,  viz.  "  Are  you  fully  satistied 
that  the  westward  branch  [by  which  "tis  supposed  the  main  Kiver  was 
intended]  is  much  bigger  than  the  Eastward  Branch  which  you  went  up?  " 
His  answer  is,  "  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  westw^'  Branch  is  much  the 
biggest  for  several  miles  up  said  branch  from  where  they  come  together." 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  Reports  and  evidence  on  our  part  relative  to 
Xewichwannock  or  Salmon  tails  Kiver,  and  the  northeast  branch  of  it: 
which  has  inriuenced  me  &  the  Assembly  to  apprehend  Mr.  Bryant  made  a 
mistake  in  running  the  line  in  1741 :  and  1  have  here  communicated  it  to  you 
that  vou  might  consider  it  in  connection  with  the  Evidence  already  before 
you;'antl  that  from  a  view  of  the  whole  you  might  be  able  to  form  a  judg- 
ment whether  a  mistake  has  been  made  or  not.  and  in  order  that  I  may  form 
a  judgment  myself  from  a  view  of  the  whole  Evidence  Jt  circumstances  rela- 
tive to  this  matter,  I  request  the  favor  you  would  send  me  a  Copy  of  the 
Plan,  Instruction  and  other  Papers  &  Evidence  mentioned  above:  the  charge 
of  whicli  I  shall  order  to  be  paid. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  A:  reganl 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  m(X^t 
humble  servant 


Fi:a:  Bakxard. 


His  Excellency 
Gov'  Went  worth. 


AihUtloiial  Tnstri'ctioit. 

[Copied  from  •'  Province  Boundaries,  1(377-1767  "  in  Sec>*  office.  | 

Bv  THE  Lords  Justices. 

Add'dioaal  Instruction  to  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq.  Captain  General  in  Chief 

Jo.  Cakt:  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massa- 

Hauwicke,  C.  setts  Bay  in  Xew  England  in  America,  or  to  the 

Wilmington,  P.  Commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesties  said  Province 

Henky,  C.  P.  S.  for  the  time  being,     (iiven  at' Wliitehall  the  fifth 

(tRaftox,  Day  of  August  1740, 

Montague.  In  the  Fourteenth  year  of  his  Majestys  Reign. 

[L.  S.l 

Whereas  Disputes  and  Controversies  have  for  many  years  subsisted  be- 
tw.«-n  his  Majesty's  loving  .-ubjects  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
and  New  Hampshire  in  Xew  England,  In  Regard  to  the  Boundaries  between 
the  said  Provinces;  and  whereas  his  -Majesty  was  pleased  by  his  order  in 
Council  dated  22''  January  1735,  to  direct  that  commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  marke  out  the  Dividing  line  l>etween  the  said  Provinces,  &  also  by  his 
Order  in  Council  of  the  l^'-  February  1706  to  direct  that  a  Commission  should  be 
prepared  ...  (1)  under  the  Great  Seal  which  3ai<l  Commission  was  accordingly 
issued,  for  authorizing  such  Commissioners  to  meet  within  a  limited  time  to 
mark  out  the  Dividing  line  between  the  said  '"  Provinces  with  liberty  to 
Hither  party  who  s^hould  think  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  Determination  of 
;he  said  Commissioners  to  appeal  therefrom  to  his  Majesty  in  Council"  — 
Which  said  Commissioners  did  make  their  Reports  in  the  following  wonls :  — 

0  1  Ht^re  .1  fi'^v  wh'Is  in  tlie  ooiiv  .ire  iinitilateil.  —  Ki'. 
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"In  pursuance  of  his  Majesties  aforesaid  Commission  the  Court  took  under 
consideration  the  Evidences,  Pleas  «fe  Allegations  offered  «fe  made  by  each 
party  referring  to  the  Controversy  depending  between  them,  and  upon  ma- 
ture Advisement  on  the  whole,  a  Doubt  arose  in  jwint  of  Law,  and  the  Court 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolution,  viz." 

"  That  if  the  Charter  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  dated  October  the 
7,  in  the  third  year  of  their  Reign,  grants  to  the  Province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  all  the  Lands  which  were  granted  by  the  Charter  of  King  Charles 
the  first,  dated  March  the  4"^  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Reign,  to  the  late 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  lying  to  the  Northward  of  Merrimack 
River,  then  the  Court  adjudge  &  Determine,  that  a  line  shall  run  parallel 
with  the  said  River  at  the  distance  of  three  English  Miles  North  from  the 
Mouth  of  the  said  River,  Beginning  at  the  southerly  side  of  the  Black  Rocks 
so  called  at  low  water  mark,  and  from  thence  to  run  to  the  crotch  or  parting 
of  the  said  River  where  the  Rivers  of  Pemigewasset  &  Winnepiseokee  meet, 
and  from  thence  due  North  three  English  miles,  and  from  thence  due  West 
towards  the  South  Sea  until  it  meets  with  his  Majesties  other  Governments ; 
which  shall  be  the  Boundary  or  Dividing  line  between  the  said  Provinces  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  &  New  Hampshire  on  that  side ;  but  if  otherwise, 
then  the  Court  adjudge  and  determine  That  a  Line  on  the  Southerly  side  of 
New  Hampshire  beginning  at  the  Distance  of  three  English  miles  North,  from 
the  Southerly  aide  of  the  Black  Rocks  aforesaid  at  low  water  mark,  <fe  from 
thence  running  due  West  up  into  the  main  Land  towards  the  South  Sea, 
until  it  meets  with  his  Majesties  other  governments,  shall  be  the  Boundary 
line  between  the  said  Provinces  on  the  side  aforesaid, —  Which  point  in  doubt 
with  the  Court  as  aforesaid,  They  humbly  submit  to  the  wise  consideration  of 
his  most  Sacred  Majesty  in  his  Privy  Council,  to  be  detei-mined  according  to- 
his  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure  therein,  and  as  to  the  Northern  Boundary  be- 
tween the  said  Provinces,  the  Court  Resolve  and  determine  that  the  Dividing 
line  shall  pass  up  thro'  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua  Harbour  and  thro'  the  middle 
of  the  River  into  the  River  of  Newichewannock  (part  of  which  is  now  called 
Salmon  Falls)  and  thro'  the  middle  of  the  same  to  the  furthest  Head  thereof 
&  from  thence  North  two  degrees  Westerly  until  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  be  finished  from  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua  Harbour  aforesaid,  or  until  it 
meets  with  his  Majesties  other  Governments;  and  that  the  Dividing  Line 
shall  part  the  Isles  of  Shoals  &  run  thro'  the  middle  of  the  Harbour  between 
the  Islands  to  the  Sea  on  the  Southerly  side :  and  that  the  south  westerly 
part  of  the  said  Islands  shall  lye  in  and  be  accounted  part  of  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  the  North  Easterly  part  thereof  shall  lye  in  and  be 
accounted  part  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  be  held  and 
eiyoyed  by  the  said  Provinces  respectively  in  the  same  manner  as  they  now 
do,  &  have  heretofore  held  and  enjoyed  the  same  —  And  the  Court  do  further 
adjudge  that  the  cost  and  charge  arising  by  taking  out  the  Commission  as 
also  of  the  Commissioners  <k  their  officers,  viz.  The  two  Clerks,  Surveyor 
and  Waiter  for  their  travelUng  Expenses  and  attendance  in  the  Execution  of 
the  same,  be  equally  bom  by  the  said  Provinces." 

•'  And  Whereas  appeals  from  the  Determination  of  the  said  Commiss" 
have  been  laid  before  his  Majesty  by  the  Agents  of  the  respective  Provinces 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  which  said  Appeals  have 
been  heard  before  the  Committee  of  Council  for  hearing  Appeals  from  the 
Plantations,  who,  after  having  considered  the  whole  matter  and  heard  all 
parties  concerned  therein,  did  Report  unto  his  Majesty  as  their  opinion,. 
"  That  the  Northern  Boundaries  of  the  said  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  are,  and  be,  a  similar  Curve  Line  pursuing  the  course  of  Merrimack 
River  at  three  miles  Distance  on  the  North  side  thereof,  beginning  at  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  &  ending  at  a  Point  due  North  of  a  place  in  the  plan  returned 
by  the  said  Commissioners  called  Pawtucket  Falls  &  a  strait  line  drawn  from 
thence  due  West  cross  the  said  River,  till  it  meets  with  his  Majesty's  other 
Governments ;  and  that  the  Rest  of  the  Commissioners  said  Report  or  Deter- 
mination be  affirmed  by  his  Majesty."  Which  said  Report  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  his  Majesty  hath  been  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 

15 


226  PROVINCE  OF   NEW-HAMP8HLRE.  [1769. 

Council  to  approve  and  to  declare  adjudge  and  order,  "  That  the  Northern 
Boundaries  of  the  said  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  are,  &  be,  a  similar 
Curve  Line  Pursuing  the  course  of  the  Merrimack  River  at  three  Miles  Dis- 
tance on  the  North  side  thereof,  beginning  at  the  Atlantic  Ocean  &  Ending 
at  a  Point  due  north  of  a  place  in  the  plan  returned  by  the  said  Commission- 
ers called. Pawtucket  Falls  «fe  a  strait  line  drawn  from  thence  due  West  cross 
the  said  River,  till  it  meet  veith  his  Majesties  other  Governments,  and  to 
affirm  the  rest  of  the  Coinmiss"  said  Report  or  Determination  "  — Whereof 
the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesties  said  Provinces  for 
the-  time  being,  as  also  his  Majesties  .  .  .  Assemblies  thereof  &  all  whom  it 
may  concern  are  to  take  Notice. 

It  is  therefore  his  Majesties  Will  &  Pleasure,  and  you  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoyned  under  pain  of  his  Majesties  highest  Displeasure  &  of  being 
removed  from  your  Government,  to  take  especial  care  that  his  Majesty's 
Commands  in  this  Behalf  be  executed  in  the  most  effectual  &  expeditious 
manner,  to  the  End  that  his  Majesties  good  Intentions  for  promoting  the 
peace  A  Quiet  of  the  said  Provinces  may  not  be  frustrated  or  delayed.  You 
are  Ukewise  hereby  directed  to  communicate  this  Instruction  to  the  Councils 
and  Assemblies  of  his  Majesties  said  Provinces,  &  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
entred  in  the  Council  Books  of  the  said  Provinces  respectfully. 

And  for  your  further  Information  herein  an  authenticated  coppy  of  the 
Plan  returned  by  the  said  Commissioners  is  hereunto  annexed  (1), 

J.  C.    H.  C.     W.  P.     H.  C.     P.  S. 

Montague. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Books  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  New  Castle's  office, 
Ex*^  by  me,  Dan'  Preverau. 


Thursday,  Apr.  20^  1769. 

Sundry  Petitions  fi-om  the  Inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  Ches- 
ter and  Sundry  other  Towns  Praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  Middle 
County  were  bro't  into  the  House  and  Read. 

Also  sundry  petitions  against  the  same. 

P.M. 

The  vote  of  the  Council!  on  the  vote  of  the  House  for  allow- 
ance to  the  councill  and  assembly  concur'd  with  an  amendment. 
Read  and  non  concurr'd,  and 

Voted  to  adhere  to  the  vote  of  the  House.  Sent  up  by  Capt. 
Giddinge.  [non-concurred  by  Council.] 

Upon  the  Petitions  from  Londonderry,  Chester  &c.  bro't  into 
the  House  in  the  forenoon,  the  following  vote  Passed,  viz. 

Whereas  a  great  number  of  Persons  Dwelling  in  several  Towns 
near  Memmack  River  have  this  Day  presented  a  Petition  to  the 
Governor  Councill  and  Asaembly  Praying  that  the  Towns  of 
Chester,  Londonderry,  Pelham,  Salem  &c.  might  be  annexed  to 
and  made  part  of  the  Middle  County  as  being  much  more  conve- 
nient for  them  and  that  the  said  Inhabitants  would  be  greatly 

(I)NOTE.    ThlB  paper  wag  used  by  the  State's  Commiasioners  for  ascertaining  the  line 
between  New  Hampihire  &  Maasachuaette  in  1825.    Returned  June  1826.  —  Farmer. 
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Eased  by  stich  an  alteration  in  the  Proposed  Plan  of  Division 
already  Voted ;  —  On  consideration  of  which  the  House  are 
willing  to  serve  the  Petitioners  so  far  as  may  be  done  without 
incurring  a  General  Inconvenience ;  and  as  the  Division  of  the 
Province  into  Counties  had  betbre  the  Presenting  such  Petitions 
been  so  far  carried  into  Execution  as  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
purpose  Different  from  what  the  Petitioners  ask.  The  House 
have  no  Design  to  Interrupt  the  Progress  of  a  Measure  long 
desii'ed  to  be  Effected,  yet  as  a  very  little  addition  might  answer 
some  part  of  the  said  Petition  if  his  Majesty's  Council  Judge 
proper  to  joyn  herein,  the  House  are  willing  that  the  said  Towns 
of  Chester,  Londonderry,  Pelhara  and  Salem  be  added  to  said 
Middle  County. 

Sent  up  by  Mr.  Hobart.  (a)  , 

ia)  Jour,  C.  &  Assm.  Apr.  20,  1769.  Mr.  Hobart  bro't  up  from  the  House 
a  written  Mess"  relative  to  a  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  proposed 
Middle  County,  Praying  that  the  lines  of  the  said  County  may  be  established 
according  to  the  plan  already  proposed  by  the  Resolves  of  the  House  & 
Council,  without  addition  or  diminution  and  also  the  Petition  of  the  Town- 
ships of  Bow,  Chester,  Londonderry,  Pelham,  Plaistow,  Salem,  Hampstead 
A  Sandown  requesting  to  be  annexed  to  the  aboveeaid  Middle  County  —  they 
belonging  to  the  first  or  Easterly  County,  &c.  The  House  setting  forth  their 
willingness  to  grant  the  Petition  of  said  Towns  if  it  might  be  done  without  a 
general  Inconvenience  &c.  Read  &  a  Mess*  sent  to  y*  House  by  the  honora- 
ble Peter  Livius  and  Daniel  Rogers  Esq*  to  acquaint  them  that  this  board 
could  by  no  means  think  of  any  material  alteration  in  the  plan  of  Division, 
lest  the  result  might  be  the  setting  aside  the  whole  proceedings  hitherto. 


[p.  .328.]  Saturday  Apr'  22^  1769. 

Voted,  That  there  be  paid  unto  his  Excellency  John  Went- 
worth,  Esq.,  our  Governor  out  of  money  that  is  or  shall  be  in  the 
Treasury,  the  sum  of  Seven  Hundred  Pounds  LawfuU  Money  for 
one  year's  Salary  commencing  the  thirteenth  Day  of  June  next  to 
be  paid  half  yearly.  And  also  the  sum  of  sixty-seven  Pounds 
Lawful  money  for  House  Rent  for  the  same  time,  and  that  his 
Excellency  be  Desired  to  Draw  the  same  out  of  the  Treasury 
with  advice  of  Council.     [Concnrred  by  Council.] 


[p.  329.]  Wednesday  Apr'  26,  1769. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  allowances  to  be  made 
to  the  Councill  and  Assembly,  and  Voted  to  allow  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  Seven  shillings  pr  Day.  A  vote  was  accord- 
ingly Prepar'd  in  all  other  Respects  the  same  as  the  vote  of  the 
House  of  the  4"*  Inst,  which  vote  was  sent  to  the  Board  by  the 
Clerk.     [Concurred.] 
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[p.  330.]  Thursday  April  27^  1769. 

An  Act  for  Dividing  this  Province  into  Counties  and  for  the 
more  Easy  Administration  of  Justice  having  been   three  times 

Read, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Mess"  bheate, 
Giddinge,  Baker  &  Chamberlain.  [Concurred  and  passed  by  the 
Council.] 

P.M. 

Mr.  Jaffrey  Bro't  Down  the  vote  Enquired  after  from  the 
Board  [withdrawing  vote  of  allowance  for  officers  &  soldiers  at 
the  Fort.]     Also  the  following  message  from  his  Excellency,  viz. 

Jfr.  Speaker  <fe  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

Afl  the  Divifiion  of  the  Province  into  Counties  must  necessarily  Increase 
the  Duties  of  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  who  have  hitherto  serv'd 
the  Province  in  that  important  trust,  without  any  salary,  I  may  not  omit 
Recommending  that  a  competent  Establishment  be  Provided  for  this  Purpose,, 
[p.  331.]  which  I  think  cannot  be  in  a  more  proper  time  or  Place  than  in 
those  which  oblige  them  to  perform  greater  Duty  and  incur  acciunulated 
Expence  for  the  more  easy  administration  of  Justice  to  the  Inhabitants  of 

the  Province, 

J'Wextwobth. 

Council  Chamber 
Portsmo,  New  Hamp^ 
27'»»  Ap'  1769. 

Voted  that  his  Excellency  the  Cap'  Gen'  be  desired  to  give 
orders  for  Inlisting  seven  men  including  those  already  posted  at 
his  Majesty's  Fort  William  ifc  Mary  under  such  officers  as  he  shall 
please  to  appoint  tor  one  year  commencing  the  first  Day  of  March 
last,  that  the  pay  ot  the  officer  shall  be  thirty  six  shillings  pr 
month  Lawful  money,  &  one  of  the  Privates  who  may  do  the 
Duty  of  a  Sergeant  shall  have  twenty  one  shillings  pr  month  <fc 
the  other  Privates  shall  have  each  Eighteen  shillings  pr  month  & 
five  shillings  pr  week  for  billeting  each  man  to  be  paid  when  the 
Muster  Roll  shall  be  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

And  be  it  fui-ther  Voted,  That  his  Excellency  cause  to  be  laid 
out  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixty  Pounds  in  such  repairs  on  said 
Fort  as  he  shall  think  proper  &  direct  the  account  thereof  to  be 
laid  before  the  General  Assembly  that  the  same  may  be  paid  out 
of  the  money  in  the  treasury  by  the  next  supply  bill.  Sent  up  by 
Mr.  Wiggin.  (a)     [Concurred.] 

(a)Votes,  Petitions  Acct«,  bills,  «fec.  passed  by  the  House  and  conciurred  by 
the  Council,  from  April  17*  to  April  29"^,  1769. 

Jour.  C.  &  Assem.  Petition  of  Moses  Cotton  and  Gideon  Bartlett  of 
Newtown,  relative  to  irregularities  in  a  town  meeting,  &  praying  a  new  meet- 
ing may  be  appointed.  Granted  &  Meshech  Weare  appointed  to  call  and 
moderate  said  meeting. 

Petition  of  John  Scribner,  Joshua  Bean  &  Wm.  Bean,  Quakers,  to  be 
exempted  from  certain  taxes  — granted. 

Noah  Parker  allowed  for  cleaning  guns  &q,  £16:  19,  lawful  money. 
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Rich"*  Jenness,  allowed  £7.  for  wood,  lawful  money 

Ace'  of  Committee  for  selling  the  Excise,  allowed  £8 :  13 :  2  1-2.  Do. 
Ace'  of  Daniel  &  Robert  Fowle  for  printing,  allowed  £  27 :  8.  Do. 
Ace'  of  George  Gaines  for  joiners  work,  allowed  £1:  15.  Do. 

Ace'  of  Joseph  Syms,  allowed  £1 :  10.  Do. 

Acc"  of  George  King,  allowed  £1:6:6.  Do. 

Daniel  Pierce,  recorder,  allowed  £3 :  14.  in  full  of  liis  acc'.  Do. 

His  Excellency  gave  his  consent  to  the  sundry  Votes  of  allowance  bro't  up 
yesterday.    Also  to  the  vote  of  allowance  for  his  own  salary  and  house  rent. 

Also  to  the  vote  for  the  Secretary's  allowance. 
Also  to  the  three  following  Bills,  viz. 

An  act  for  dividing  this  Province  into  Counties  &  for  the  more  easy  admin- 
istration of  justice. 

An  act  for  granting  unto  his  most  excellent  Majesty  the  sum  of  £3000 
lawful  money  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

An  act  for  continuing  the  Excise  Act, 

Also  to  the  vote  for  enlisting  soldiers  for  the  Fort. 


[p.  332.]  Friday  April  28"*  1769. 

Tlie  Acc'  of  Isaac  Rindge,  Esq'  for  Expences  of  Running  the 
Northeasterly  boundary  line  of  the  Province,  being  considered,  It 
was  put  to  vote  whether  the  same  shall  be  allow'd.  It  pasa'd  in 
the  Negative. 

P.  M. 

Mr.  Secretary  Bro't  down  the  following  written  Message  from 
his  Excellency,  viz. 

[p.  3:33.]  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

His  Majesty  ever  most  graciously  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  his  subjects, 
considering  that  great  advantage  might  Result  to  this  Province  from  the  ser- 
vices of  an  Agent  to  them  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  has  therefore  been 
pleased  to  signify  his  Royal  permission  for  me  to  assent  to  an  act  for  appoint- 
ing &  impowering  an  Agent,  as  hath  been  the  constant  practice  of  this  Prov- 
ince, «fe  also  for  raising  a  proper  Fund  for  this  service. 

I  have  therefore  to  recommend  that  the  General  Assembly  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  avail  the  Province  of  this  Fresh  Instance  of  his  Majesty's 
Royal  care  &  consideration  towards  them. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber  28'"  April  1769. 


[p.  334.]  Saturday  Apr'  20"^  1769. 

The  following  Answer  to  his  Exc^*  Message  of  the  27"*  Inst, 
was  laid  before  the  House,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  have  consider'd  your  Ex>"  Message  of  the  27"'  Inst,  Relating 
to  an  Establishment  for  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court.  The  House  con- 
curr  in  sentiments  with  your  Exc> ,  That  as  the  service  of  that  Court  when 
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the  proposed  Division  takes  etfect  will  be  more  beneficial  to  the  Province  as 
well  as  more  burdensome  to  them  it  will  be  very  just  &  reasonable  they  should 
receive  an  adequate  Reward,  which  from  the  Novelty  of  the  case  the  inexpe- 
rience of  the  trouble  &  Expence  of  the  Intended  Circuit  &  other  incidents 
the  'house  are  not  able  at  present  to  fix  upon  a  sum  that  may  be  esteemed  a 
just  Remuneration  to  that  Court  which  they  are  very  willing  to  grant.  But 
as  the  Act  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  is  yet  in  suspense  &  may 
be  Disallow' d  (which  it  is  earnestly  desired  may  not  be  the  case)  the  House 
hiunbly  conceive  the  consideration  of  this  matter  will  be  more  reasonable 
after  his  Majesty's  Royal  approbation  of  the  Act  is  signified,  when  the  As- 
sembly will  not  fail  of  doing  Justice  in  this  Regard. 

The  House  humbly  hope  his  Majesty  of  his  just  Grace  &  favour  may  be 
pleased  to  grant  that  the  Judges  Comissions  in  this  his  dutiful  Province  may 
hereafter  be  allow' d  to  Issue  in  the  same  form,  as  to  their  continuance  as  the 
Comissions  of  the  Judges  in  Westminster  Hall,  which  will  doubtless  Ingage 
this  and  all  succeeding  Assemblys  to  make  an  Establishment  conformable  to 
such  an  Institution. 

The  House  beg  leave  also  to  suggest  that  their  being  many  New  Settle- 
ments now  on  foot  in  the  Province  a  little  further  time  is  Necessary  to  obtain 
a  more  Particular  knowledge  of  their  circumstances  in  order  to  adjust  the 
proportion  of  such  an  additional  Tax.  And  tlierefore  upon  the  whole  they 
Judge  the  Provision  recommended  cannot  be  now  made  so  well  as  it  may 
hereafter. 

The  House  on  this  occasion  would  Return  their  hearty  thanks  to  y''  ExcJ" 
for  the  part  you  have  acted  in  adjusting  &  Passing  the  aforesaid  Act  &  em- 
brace the  Present  opportunity  to  pray  you  would  use  your  Interest  not  only 
to  obtain  his  Majesty's  Royal  approbation,  that  so  much  time  &  pains  may 
not  be  lost  to  this  Province,  But  also  the  Institution  above  hinted  may  take 
place. 

Voted  That  the  foregoing  Answer  be  sent  to  his  Excellency. 
Sent  up  by  Mess"  Goff,  Bell  &  VVorthen. 

[p.  .335,]  The  following  Answer  to  his  Excellency's  Message 
of  y^  28"' Inst,  was  laid  before  the  House,  viz. 

Jiay  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

Your  Excellency's  Message  of  the  28^''  Instant  concerning  the  appointing 
an  Agent  for  the  Province  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Permission  to  your  Excellency  to  assent  to  an  Act  for  that  purpose, 
being  duly  cbnsider'd.  The  House  beg  leave  to  observe  in  answer  thereto  the 
Perfect  Satisfaction  they  enjoy  as  well  as  the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  in  the 
esteem  they  have  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Goodness  express'd  in  every  Instance 
of  his  care  of  and  attention  to  the  wellfare  of  his  subjects  In  this  Province: 
But  as  our  Present  Agent,  Mr.  Trecothick  has  given  intire  Satisfaction  in 
that  important  trust  and  hath  not  signified  to  us  any  Resignation  thereof. 
We  think  it  unnecessary  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  another  at  Present 
as  we  already  Ei\joy  the  benefit  Recommended  by  your  Excellency. 

Voted  That  the  foregoing  be  presented  to  his  Excellency.  Sent 
up  by  Mes"  Baker,  Bartlett  &  Thompson. 

The  Dej)^  Sec'  came  from  the  Board  and  Inform'd  the  Speaker 
and  the  House,  That  it  his  Excellency's  Pleasure  to  Prorogue  the 
General  Assembly  of  tliis  Province  to  Tuesday  the  fourth  "Day  of 
July  next -at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  Declar'd  the  same  to 
be  Prorogued  accordingly. 

Att'  M.  Weare,  CV. 
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[p.  336.]  June  10'"  1769.  His  Exc^  the  Gov'  by  Proclamation 
further  Prorogued  the  Gen'  Ass'"  to  July  25'"  1769. 

And  by  another  Proclamation  Dated  July  18'"  1769,  further 
Prorogued  the  Gen'  Ass™  to  21"  of  Sept. 

And  by  another  Proc"  Dated  Sept.  9'"  1769  further  Prorogued 
the  Gen'  Ass""  to  Nov'  1"  1769. 

And  by  another  Proc"  Dated  Oct.  24""  1769  further  Prorogued 
the  Gen'  Ass""  to  Tuesday  the  9'"  Day  of  Jan^,  1770. 


Additional  Instruction. 
[Copied  from  "  Addresses  to  the  King"  in  Secy  oflSce,  p.  180.] 

To  our  truly  and  well  beloved  John  Wentworth  Esquire,  our  Governor 
and  Commander  in  chief  in  and  over  our  Province  of  New  Hampshire 

[L.S.I  i^^  ^^w  England  in  America,  Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June  1769,  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  Reign. 

Whereas  a  practice  hath  of  late  years  prevailed  in  several  of  our  Colonies 
and  Plantations  in  America  of  passing  Laws  for  raising  money  by  instituting 
public  Lotteries ;  and  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  us,  that  such  prac- 
tice doth  tend  to  disengage  those  who  become  adventurers  therein  from  that 
spirit  of  Industry  and  attention  to  their  proper  callings  and  oc(!upations,  on 
which  the  publick  welfare  so  greatly  depends:  And  whereas  it  further  ap- 
peal's that  this  practice  of  authorizing  Lotteries  by  Acts  of  Legislature  hath 
been  also  extended  to  the  enabling  private  persons  to  set  up  such  Lotteries, 
by  means  whereof  great  frauds  and  abuses  have  been  committed:  It  is  there- 
fore Our  Will  and  Pleasure  that  you  do  not  give  your  Assent  to  any  Act  or 
Acts  for  raising  money  by  the  Institution  of  any  publick  or  private  Lotteries 
whatsoever,  until  you  shall  have  tirst  transmitted  unto  us  by  one  "of  our 
principal  Secretaries  of  State  a  Draught  or  Draughts  of  such  Act  or  Acts, 
and  shall  have  received  our  Directions  thereupon. 

G.  R. 


[p.  337.]  Tuesday,  Jan?  9"^  1770. 

The  House  met  according  to  the  last  Prorogation 
The  Dep^  Sec^  adjourned  the  Gen'  iyis"'  till  to-morrow  twelve 
o'clock. 


Wednesday  Jan'  10'"  1770. 

A  message  was  sent  by  Col°  Goffe  and  Tho*  Bell  Esq'  to  In- 
form his  Exc^  y"  Gov""  That  there  was  a  quorum  of  the  Members 
met.     Adjourned. 


Thursday,  JanMl'"  1770. 

The    Hon'''*  Messrs.  Livius,  Warner  &  Jaftrey  bro't  from  the 
Board  ^he  following  written  Message  from  his  Excellency,  viz. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Genl.  Assm  — 

It  gives  me  very  great  Pleasure  that  the  Prosperous  State  of  the  Province 
hath  put  it  in  my  power  to  defer  meeting  the  Gen^  Ass'"  until  the  usual  time 
of  considering  the  ordinary  Public  business  of  the  year ;  which  as  it  is  also 
much  more  convenient  to  your  private  concerns  in  the  same  Proportion 
enhances  my  satisfaction. 

In  your  Deliberations  upon  Measures  for  the  advancement  of  the  Province 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  Recommend  to  your  consideration  the  important 
Necessity  of  making  Roads  through  the  Province  whereby  the  Labour  of  the 
Increasing  Country  may  be  advantageous  here  instead  of  unnaturally  Lucrat- 
ing  to  the  Neighboring  Colonies :  by  this  means  we  may  Reasonably  hope  to 
acquire  a  full  circulation  of  money  which  is  now  Reduced  merely  by  Export- 
ing to  pay  for  Provisions  mostly  raised  in  the  Province  and  carried  to  other 
Markets  where  the  goods  are  all  bought  tor  the  use  of  the  Country  to  the 
evident  Ruin  of  your  Commerce, —  Solely  for  want  of  roads  and  much  better 
to  your  own  Markets  than  to  any  other. 

The  utility  of  an  effectuall  immediate  attention  to  this  recomraendatiou  is 
now  more  essential,  that  thus  the  greatest  Benefits  may  Result  from  Dart- 
mouth College  being  happily  established  in  the  Province,  whence  many  hun- 
dred respectable  Familys  from  other  Colonies  are  induced  to  settle  in  and 
cultivate  the  remotest  District  of  this  government,  and  above  all  others  that 
the  great  blessing  of  Literature  may  thereby  be  Disseminated  among  the 
People  now  destitute  thereof  to  a  Degree  too  well  known  to  leave  me  any 
use  in  ftirther  Elucidations  upon  the  subject. 

The  State  of  the  Treasury  Acc*^  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  the  Hon- 
orable JEIouse  by  which  it  will  appear  what  measures  are  requisite  to  complete 
the  Deticiencys  of  the  last  year,  a.Iso  what  may  be  adequate  to  grant  for  the 
support  of  government  in  the  next.  With  these  accounts  I  have  Directed  to 
be  laid  before  the  Hon'''*  House  an  account  of  Expenses  incurrd  by  the 
Commission''*  (named  in  many  long  known  Acts  of  Parliament)  on  a  Jour- 
ney to  Boston  to  a  Court  of  Trial  of  Piracy  &c.  upon  the  High  Sea.s.  This 
being  solely  a  Public  Duty  and  actually  discharged,  I  hope  the  Hon'''''  House 
will  consider  it  as  Provincial  and  take  measures  that  the  expense  thereof 
may  not  rest  upon  my  Salary,  that  hath  not  any  one  year  come  near  to  my 
support,  which  I  Presume  was  the  Intention  of  the  Hon'''*"  House  in  their 
grant. 

Whatever  other  matters  may  occur  shall  be  communicated  During  the  Ses- 
sion which  I  doubt  not  from  former  experience  will  be  conducted  with  Dili- 
gence, moderation  and  Wisdom,  whereby  Legislative  unanimity  and  Har- 
mony are  preserved,  which  is  the  Corner  Stone  and  .sure  foundation  of 
Increasing  Prosperity  and  honour  to  the  Province. 

My  <  heerfull  aid  and  concurrence  shall  be  Ready  to  compleat  every  such 
measure ;  as  I  also  consider  my  attention  to  their  true  Interest  to  be  the 
most  approved  evidence  of  my  zeal  in  the  service  of  our  most  gracious 
Sovereisn. 


Councill  Chamber 
10  Jan>  1770. 


J'Wextworth. 


Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  lie  Received  from 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Buvfjesses  in  Viii^iiiia  with  a  Num- 
ber of  Resolves  Pass'd  by  s*^  House.  (1)     Adjourned. 

(1)  It  'loes  not  appear  tliat  anv  action  was  taken  on  this  leftrr  aivl  rosolves.    They  aro 
not  found  on  record  or  on  Hie.  —  Ed. 
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Fryday,  Jan-"  I'l'^  1770. 

[p.  339.]  Voted  That  Win.  Parker  and  Sam'  Liverraore,  Esq' 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  Hon'''*  Theod'  Atkinson  Esq. 
Chairman  of  the  Com""'  for  drawing  Bills  &  Corresponding  with 
the  Agent  for  the  Province,  and  to  Desire  that  the  said  Com'""" 
ace"  and  the  agents  ace'*  as  far  as  they  are  Informed  of  them  may 
.be  laid  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 


v[p.  340.]  Saturday,  .Tany  13"^  1770. 

The  Dep-*  Sec^  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  William 
Rowell  and  Aaron  Currier  Representing  the  Difficulties  in  the 
Town  of  Newton,  with  Regard  to  the  Baptists  &c.  which  being 
considered. 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  on  Thursday  the 
twenty-tilth  Day  of  Jan^  Instant,  if  the  Gen'  Ass"'  be  then  sitting, 
and  if  not  then  on  the  second  Day  of  their  sitting  next  afler  and 
that  the  Petitioners  at  their  own  cost  serve  Francis  Chase  and 
Robert  Steward  two  of  the  People  called  Baptists  with  a  co]>y  of 
this  Petition  and  order.  That  they  may  show  cause  why  the 
Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted.(a)     Sent  up  by  the  clerk. 

{a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Jan^  12"-  1770.  The  petition  of  Wra.  Rowell  & 
Aaron  Currier  agents  for  ife  in  behalf  of  tlie  Town  of  Newtown,  shews,  That 
a  number  of  the  Inhab'-*'  of  said  Town,  who  call  themselves  Baptists,  have 
refused  to  pay  their  Proportion  of  Taxes  for  the  support  of  the  Congrega- 
tional minister  settled  there,  (1)  pleading  their  exemption  by  the  Province 
Law  itc.  Wherefore  they  Pray  that  the  said  Baptists  may  be  entirely  set  oft' 
Irom  said  Town  or  that  they  might  be  otherwise  redress" d  as  might  seem 
.  expedient.  Read  at  the  Board  &  order" d  to  be  sent  down  to  the  Honoral)le 
Assembly. 

The  ace"  of  his  Exc-'  the  Gov'  the  Hon.  George  Jaffrey  and 
Dan'  Rindge  Esq"",  for  expences  for  their  journey  to  Boston  for 
the  tryal  for  Piracy  &c.  were  Presented  to  the  House. 

[p.  341.]  The  Committee  for  preparing  an  Answer  to  his 
Exc^"  message  at  the  opening  the  Sessions  Laid  the  following 
Draft  before  the  House,  viz. 

May  it  Please  Yonr  Excellency  — 

The  House  have  consider'd  your  Message  to  them  at  the  opening  the  pres- 
ent Sessions  of  the  Assembly,  and  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  con- 
currence of  so  many  favourable  Incidents,  that  you  can  meet  the  Assembly 
with  satisfaction.  The  House  take  notice  with  the  Highest  gratitude  of  the 
Generous  care  your  Excellency  expresses  for  the  Pj^sperity  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  proposing  a  Method  to  Prevent  the  benetit  of  the  Labour  of  the 
People  and  the  fruits  of  increasing  Agriculture  accruing  to  others  Rather 

(l)The  Congregational  minister  in  Newton,  in  1770.  wa.s  the  Kev.  Jonathan  Eaines.    The 
■  Baptist  Church  in  Newton  is  the  oldest  of  that  <ienominatlon  in  New  Hampshire.    It  wa.s 
organized  in  17.5.5.  and  Rev.  Walter  Powers  was  .settled  as  their  pastor. — Ed. 
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than  themselves :  And  are  intirely  in  your  Excellency's  sentiments  relative 
to  the  importation  of  Provisions  and  the  advantageous  consequences  of  an 
internal  supply  and  convenient  ways  for  transportation  to  all  places  of 
Demand  for  it  within  the  Province.  For  this  purpose  several  Acts  have  been 
pass'  d,  viz.  One  for  making  a  Koad  from  Durham  to  Cohass,  and  one  after- 
wards in  addition  to  that:  One  for  making  a  Road  from  Charlestown  to  the 
Town  of  Boscawen :  Another  for  making  a  highway  from  Stonington  through 
the  Township  of  Lancaster,  Dartmouth,  Burton,  Tamworth,  Sandage,  Moul- 
tonborough,  Tuftonborough  and  Wolfborough.  The  House  cannot  well 
determine  what  further  steps  to  take  till  the  several  Committees  to  whom 
the  care  of  carrying  the  Directions  of  the  Respective  Acts  into  Execution 
was  intrusted  have  made  Return  of  the  Proceedings,  which  is  not  yet  or  at 
best  have  not  been  laid  before  the  House.  Whatever  shall  be  foimd  neces- 
sary for  the  House  yet  to  transact  touching  this  matter  will  be  chearfuUy 
comply'd  with  by  them.  The  House  consider  the  Settlement  of  Dartmouth 
College  as  an  Event  which  in  time  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  Province 
and  that  it  is  owing  to  your  Excellency's  conduct  and  Encouragement  it  has 
been  effected;  and  it  gives  them  a  singular  Pleasure  to  hear  your  Excellencys 
strong  and  lively  sentiments  of  the  Blessing  of  good  Literature  which  would 
Doubtless  have  been  much  advanced  here  beyond  its  present  state  had  such 
Regard  been  heretofore  paid  to  it. 

It  will  be  very  agreeable  to  the  House  to  know  the  State  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Public  Revenue  &  Accounts  of  the  Province  into  which  they  will  make 
an  Examination  as  soon  as  the  Necessary  means  are  in  their  Power.  ^ 

(p.  342.]  As  to  the  Expence  ot  tlie  Journey  to  Boston  on  the  tryal  of 
Piracy  the  House  can  only  say  at  Present  they  shall  be  Ready  to  do  their 
Duty  in  that  regard,  but  as  the  subject  is  new  they  judge  it  to  be  the  first 
step  of  Duty  to  Enquire  what  is  further  incumbent  on  them.     The  House  J 

would  return  your  Exc>'  their  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  Expression  of  Regard 
to  the  Publick  welfare  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  them,  and  shall  endeavor 
to  maintain  that  harmony  you  Recommend  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
well-being  and  prosperous  state  of  the  Government. 

Which  Answer  being  considere'd", 

Voted,  That  it  be  presented  to  his  Excellency.  It  was  accord- 
ingly signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  CoP  Goffe,  Maj""  Wright  and 
Capt.  Greeley  were  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Exc'  with  the  »ame. 

Atljourned. 


Tuesday  Jan^  16""  1770. 

[p.  343.]  The  House  took  under  consideration  that  part  of  hi» 
Excellency's  Message  Relative  to  opening  Roads  through  the 
Province  and  the  matter  being  consider'd.  The  Question  was  put,. 
Whether  the  Province  should  be  at  any  Expence  for  opening  and 
clearing  said  Roads,  and  it  pass'd  in  the  Negative. 


»  Wednesday  Jan'  17«",  1770. 

Voted  That  William  Parker,  Sam'  Livermore,  Christopher 
Toppan  Esqr',  and  Capt  John  Giddinge  be  a  Com'^*  to  consider 
what  Acts  are  necessary  now  to  be  past,  and  to  prepare  Drafts  of 
such  Acts  and  lay  them  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 
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P.M. 

The  Coin'"  appointed  to  tell  over  the  money  in  the  Treasury 
to  be  Burnt  made  the  following  Report  viz. 


S'ew'Hr;-}-'-'"'"'™- 


The  Com'®*  appointed  by  vote  of  the  Gen'  Ass™  to  tell  over  and.  Receive 
from  the  Treasiirer  such  sums  as  might  be  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt  agree- 
able to  the  several  Acts  for  emitting  the  same  have  Accordingly  Accounted 
and  Received  from  Mp.  Treasurer  Jatfrey  six  hundred  Ninety  four  Pounds 
two  shillings  &  two  Pence  Lawfull  money  in  Canada,  Crown  Point  &  Ster- 
ling Bills,  which  sum  we  have  locked  up  in  the  Province  Strong  Box  and 
now  waits  the  Order  of  the  Gen'.  Ass". 

£694.  2.  2. 

John  Sherburne  Theo'  Atkinson  i 

a.  Livermore  Jon"  Warner       [  Com'** 

Jacob  Sheafe  Dan'  Rindge        ) 

[p.  344.]  Agreeable  to  the  Report  of  s*^  Com"*  and  order  of 
the  Gen'  Ass".  The  said  strong  Box  was  Bro't  into  the  House  and 
the  Bills  burnt  to  ashes  in  the  face  of  the  Gen'  Ass". 


Thursday  Jan^  18^  1770. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  acco"  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  a  Journey  to  Boston  to  a  Court  for  the  tryal  of  Piracy 
&c.  and  after  considering  the  same,  The  House  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock      • 

P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  consideration  of 
the  Commissioners  Ace"  and  after  Debate  thereon  it  was  moved 
that  s''  ace"  should  lay  for  further  consideration,  which  being  put 
to  vote  it  Passed  in  y"  affirmative. 


[p.  345.]  Fryday,  Jan^  19"^  1770,  p.  m. 

The  Acco'  of  the  Hon*"'  George  Jaffi-ey  Esq""  Treasurer  being 
read. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  allow'd  Excepting  the  article  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  charged  for  his  allowance,  for  which 
there  be  allow'd  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Pounds 
only  which  will  make  the  Ballance  due  to  the  Province  Eight 
Pounds  seven  shillings  and  four  Pence  half-penny,  and  that  he 
charge  himself  therewith  in  his  next  Acco'  and  also  with  the 
money  Rendered  as  outstanding  taxes  in  the  several  Places  men- 
tioned in  this  acco'  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  two 
Pounds  two  shillings  and  one  Penny  half  penny  Lawful  money 
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which  will  make  the  Treasurer's  acco'^  more  Plain  and  Easy  to  be 
settled  in  future.     Sent  up  by  Maj'  Downing  &  Doc'  Bartlett. 

[p.  346.]  The  Dep''  Sec^  Bro't  from  the  Board  a  memorial  of 
James  Hudson  Representing  that  he  had  been  at  Great  Expence 
in  setinc  up  Salt  Worlcs  which  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
Publick°and  praying  for  some  help  therein. 


Saturday  Jan^  20'^  1770. 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Esq""  and  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  a 
Com'*^  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Hon"*^  Councill  to  farm  out  the  Excise  on  Spirituous  Liquors 
to  a  Receiver  or  Receivers  as  they  shall  judge  best,  to  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor  to  make  a  faithful!  Collection  of  the  same, 
and  that  the  money  arising  thereby  be  put  into  the  treasury  to  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  Government  as  the  Governor  Councill  & 
Assembly  shall  order.  This  selling  or  farming  shall  be  for  one 
year  only  commencing  the  first  Tuesday  in  Sep'"  1769,  and  that 
the  Receiver  or  Receivers  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  farmed  or 
Lett  shall  give  sufficient  Security  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  as  the  Com'^^  shall  Direct.  Sent  up  Tuesday  'IS'^  Jan^  by 
Capt.  Worthen.  [Concurred,  and  Hon'''  Jona.  Warner  &  Dan. 
Rindge,  joined.] 


[p.  347.]  Tuesday,  Jan^  23^  1770,  p.  m.    • 

The  memorial  of  Capt.  Hudson  Respecting  the  manufactory  of 
Salt  being  considered,  it  was  put  to  Vote  Whether  the  House 
will  make  any  grant  to  s"'  Hudson  on  that  acco'.  It  Passed  in 
the  Negative. 


Wednesday,  Jan^  24,  1770. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  ucco'*  of  his  Exc^'  the 
Gov',  George  JafFrey  and  Jona.  Warner  Esqi-*  &  Robert  Trayle 
Esq',  for  their  Expences  in  a  Journey  to  Boston  on  a  Tryal  for 
Piracy  &c.  which  being  considered  a  motion  was  made  for  Recon- 
sidering a  Determination  of  the  House  on  yesterday  that  acting 
on  said  acco'-'  should  be  Defer'd  till  the  time  of  making  the  supply 
Bill  ;  which  motion  for  Reconsidering  being  Try'd  it  Passed  in 
the  Negative. 

[p.  356.]  (1)  P.  M. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon'''  Daniel  Peirce  Esq'  be  and  hereV>y  is 
continued  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  conveyances  of  Real  Estates 

(1)  Pages  348  —  355  contain  tables  of  attendance  of  members.  —  Ed. 
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and  all  other  Instniments  by  Law  to  be  recorded  in  said  office, 
within  this  Province  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  this  Date  and 
until  the  tenth  Day  of  the  siting  of  the  Gen'  Ass'"  next  after  the 
Expiration  of  said  terra  Unless  his  Majesty's  Allowance  of  the 
Act  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  shall  be  known  here 
within  that  term,  and  in  that  case  only  till  the  tenth  Day  of  the 
siting  of  the  Gen'  Ass""  next  after  that,  and  that  he  shall  not  be 
Qualified  to  act  as  Recorder  untill  he  hath  given  Bond  with  suffi- 
cient sureties  Joyntly  &  Severally  in  the  sum  of  two  Thousand 
Pounds  Lawfull  money  unto  the  Hon**'  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  time  being,  and  taken  an  oath  for  the 
faithfull  Discharge  of  said  office ;  and  that  the  Hon"'  Jonathan 
Warner  and  Daniel  Rindge  Esqr*,  the  Hon**'  Peter  Gilman,  Esq"" 
John  Sherburne  Esq'  and  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  a  Com'*^  they  or 
the  major  part  of  them  to  take  the  Books  and  Papers  belonging 
to  s*^  office  of  Recorder  into  their  custody  in  case  of  the  Death  or 
incapacity  of  the  Recorder  or  on  the  Expiration  of  the  aforesaid 
term,  and  them  safely  keep  untill  further  order  of  the  Gen'  Ass" 
and  that  they  be  upder  Oath  for  the  faithfull  Discharge  of  their 
trust.  Sent  up  by  Dr.  Thompson.  [Read  at  the  Board,  and  sent 
down  for  amendment  afterwards  concurr'd.] 


Thursday  Jan'  25  1770. 

[p.  857.]  The  Hon"'  Peter  Livius  Esq'  Bro't  fi-om  the  Board 
the  Report  of  the  Com'**  for  Examining  the  Report  of  the  Com'** 
for  Bills,  as  follows,  viz. 

According  to  our  appointmeut  by  a  vote  of  the  Council  &  Assembly  of  the 
24'*>  Instant  to  examine  the  ace'  of  the  Committee  for  Drawing  Bills  on  the 
Agent  of  the  Province,  we  have  carefully  Examined  the  vouchers  &  Account 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee  from  the  28'*'  day  of  May  1768  to  the 
2f^  Sepf  1769  both  Inclusive  &  we  find  the  same  truly  cast  &  well  vouched, 
that  they  are  equal  on  both  sides  &  no  ballance  due  to  or  from  the  said  Com- 
mittee «fe  we  beg  leave  to  Report  accordingly. 

Peter  Livius 
•  Jonathan  Warner. 

Daniel  Rindge 
Jacob  Sheafe 
Christop""  Toppan 
.John  Giddings. 


•o° 


[p.  358.]  The  Dep^  Sec^  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  following 
vote  of  Councill,  viz. 

N^'eampr}     In  Council  25'Man.  1770. 

Whereas  the  Province  hath  a  just  &  Equitable  claim  to  the  Reimbursement 
of  a  considerable  Sum  which  was  advanC'  by  the  Province  in  Cor\junction 
with  others  of  her  Majestys  Colonies  on  this  Continent  towards  the  Expence 
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of  the  late  War  &  the  other  Colonies  have  been  reimbursed  their  Respective 
proportions  but  this  Province  hath  not  yet  received  its  proportion, 

Voted  That  the  Hon'''*  Daniel  Warner  &  Peter  Livius  Esq"^  be  a  Committee 
to  join  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''*  Assembly  to  prepare  a 
most  Humble  &  Dutifull  Petition  to  his  Majesty  praying  Redress  herein  «fe 
that  they  make  Report  thereof  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Geo.  King,  D :  Secy. 

The  above  V^ote  of  Councill  Read  and  concurred  and  the  Hon"" 
Peter  Gilman  Esq.  and  John  Sherburne,  Esq""  added  to  the  Com'*" 
on  the  part  of  the  House.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Parker,  Jan.  26. 


Fryday  Jan'  26,  1770.  (a) 

{a)  Votes,  petitions  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by  the  Council 
from  JanJ"  9t''  to  Jany  26"^,  1770.] 

Petition  of  Noah  Rawlins  respecting  redeeming  some  lands  —  hearing 
granted. 

Petition  of  Jonathan  Currier  &  others  of  South  I^mpton  to  be  annexed 
to  Newtown  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Patrick  Bonner,  a  blind  man,  praying  for  relief  referred  to 
Selectmen  of  Chester  &  Litchfield. 

Petition  of  Joseph  Steel  &  others,  respecting  lands  sold  in  Amherst  — 
dismissed. 

Petition  of  Ezekiel  Lane  relating  to  establishment  of  a  place  for  meeting- 
house in  Raymond  —  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Petition  of  Richard  Jenness,  in  behalf  of  Deerfield,  laying  a  tax  for  build- ' 
ing  a  meeting  house  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Ells'*  Barter  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Eben''  Knowlton  and  others,  of  Seabrook,  praying  liberty  to 
assess  the  inhabitants  for  support  of  Rev.  Mr.  Perley  (1)  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  George  Peirce,  Samuel  Hains  &  Edmund  CoflBn,  for  liberty  to 
prosecute  a  Review  of  an  action,  against  them  by  Samuel  and  Paul  Lord  — 
hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Richard  Jenness  Esq.  for  some  Relief  respecting  money  due 
from  him  for  Excise  &c.  — not  granted. 


[p.  859.]  Saturday,  Jan>-  27"^  1770. 

The  Sec''  came  from  the  Board  and  infonn'd  the  House  that  as 
the  house  by  a  message  yesterday  had  Requested  an  adjorm',  he 
was  Directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  adjourn  the  Gen' 
Ass™  of  this  Province  to  Tuesday  the  20"*  Day  of  March  next  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  in  his  Majesty's  Name  Declar'd 
the  same  to  be  adjourned  accordingly. 

Att.  M.  Weare,  Clr. 

(1)  Rev.  Samuel  Perley  waa  ordained  over  a  Presbytttrian  Society  in  Seabrook,  1765,  and 
liiemisfled  in  1775.— Ed. 


1770.] 
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Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  'l^th  March, 
1770,  to  the  termination  of  the  British  Government  over  the 
Province. 

NOTE   BY   THE    EDITOR. 

The  "Journal  of  the  House,"  which  follows,  is  copied  from  a  MS. 
Tolume  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  labeled  "  Journal  op  the 
House,  1770-1775." 

This  "  Journal  of  the  House"  will  be  found  of  great  interest,  as  relating  to 
affairs  of  the  Province  and  the  spirit  of  the  people  as  the  period  of  the  Revo- 
Intion  drew  nigh.  It  will  be  found  worthy  of  tlie  careful  study  of  all  who 
would  thoroughly  understand  the  position  of  the  Province  preliminary  to 
jhe  American  Revolution. 


Members  of  the  House^  1770-1771. 
[Copied  from  introductory  pages  of  the  Journal. 
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\  Christopher  Toppan,  Eeq'' 
Meshech  Weare,  Esq^ 
Thomas  Bell,  Esq^ 
Richard  Jennes,  Esq"" 
Col"  Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq"" 
Maj""  Rich''  Downing,  Esq"" 
Andrew  Wiggin,  Esq'' 
Samuel  Livermore,  Esq^ 
Colo  Clement  March,  Esq^^ 
Docf  Ebenezer  Thompson 
Lieut.  John  Burley 
Capt.  Eliphalet  Merrill. 
John  Webster,  Esq' 


I  Capt.  Jon»  Carlton 

1 


Maj'  Joseph  Wright 

Colo  John  Wentworth 
Majr  Samuel  Hobart,  Esii"". 

Capt.  John  Chamberlain 

Capt.  Samuel  Greeley 

Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen 
Dt^»°  James  Knowle* 
Lieut.  Samuel  Brewster 


240  PROVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1770. 

^^erst  &  \  Colo  joiin  Goffe,  Esq' 

Bedford  } 
Winchester  Col°  Josiah  Willard 

Keene  Maj""  Josiah  WUlard 

Charlestown  Capt.  Simeon  Stevens. 

Col.  Goffe  to  be  allowed  for  SO  miles  travil  at  sundry  times  part  way  to  the 
Court,  in  adjournm"  which  he  did  not  hear  of. 
Maj'  Wright  to  be  allowed  50  miles  Trayi  for  Do. 
Mr.  Greeley  to  be  allowed  72  miles  Tr'  for  Do. 
Maj'^  Hobart  to  be  allowed  for  106  miles  Tr'  for  Do, 


[p.  1.]  Tuesday,  March  20'"^  1770. 

Met  according  to  adjournm'  and  adjourned  till  tomorrow  10 
o'clock. 


Wednesday,  March  21»'  1770. 

Voted  Tiiat  Mr.  Sheafe,  Col"  Moulton  &  John  Webster  Esq^  be 
a  Com'"  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  Desire  he  will  Direct  the 
Treasurer  to  lay  his  Ace"  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  That  .John  Sherburne  Esq'  and  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  a 
Com'"  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  the  Hon"'*  Councill 
shall  appoint  to  tell  over  the  money  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt 
and  lock  up  the  same  in  the  Province  Strong  Box  and  make  Re- 
port to  the  Gen'  Ass",  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Carl- 
ton. [Concurred  and  Hon*"'^  Theo.  Atkinson  &  Daniel  Rindge, 
Esq.  added.] 

P.  M. 

Voted  that  Sam'  Livermore  Esq'  and  Doc'  Eben'  Thompson  be 
a  Com'"  to  prepare  an  Act  relative  to  Establishing  fines,  and  lay 
it  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 


[p.  3.]  Fryday,  Maich  -2^"  1770. 

Voted,  That  John  Sherburne,  Esq'  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe,  Samuel 
Livermore,  Esq'  Tho'  W^  Waldron  Esq'  Christopher  Toppan  Esq' 
Capt.  John  Giddings,  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq'  and  Doc'  Ebenezer 
Thompson  be  a  Com"*  to  consider  of  some  method  whieh  may 
be  most  Equitable  for  Establishing  a  method  of  Rateing. 

P.  M. 

The  House  took  imder  consideration  the  complaint  of  Col° 
Moulton  Relative  to  Col"  March's  misbehavior  towards  him,  and 
both  parties  were  freely  heard  on  the  matter.  The  House  ad- 
journed till  tomoiTow  9  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  March  24'*'  1770. 

Voted  thuL  Williatn  Parker  and  Samuel  Livermore  Esqi-*  be  a 
Com'*"  to  joyn  with  such  as  the  Hon*"*  Councill  shall  appoint  to 
oollect  and  Print  a  correct  Edition  of  all  the  Acts  of  this  Province 
now  in  force  and  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  setts  shall  be  Done 
at  the  charge  of  the  Province.  Sent  up  by  Esq"^  Jenness.  [Con- 
curred, and'Hon'''"'  Peter  Livius  &  Geo.  Jaffrey  Esq"  added.] 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  affair  of  Col" 
Moulton  and  Col"  March  heard  yesterday  and  the  same  being  fully 
considered  it  appeared  to  the  House  that  Col°  March  has  been 
guilty  of  a  Breach  of  the  first  Rule  of  this  House,  and  thereupon. 
Voted,  That  Col°  March  be  admonished  by  the  Speaker  in  the 
following  maimer,  viz: 

Coi"  March— 

The  House  have  considered  of  the  Complaint  exhibited  against  you  an  a 
member  of  this  House,  by  Col**  Moulton  another  member  of  this  House,  for 
a  breach  of  this  first  rule  of  the  House:  On  which  you  have  been  Patiently 
'leard,  your  Evidences  and  allegations  duly  considerd.      The  House  are  of 
^>oinion  that  the  complaint  is  fully  proved  &  that  agreeable  to  said  Rule,  you 
-ould  be  admonished  by  me. 
\  4.]     I  therefore  accordingly  admonish  you,  that  as  it  is  agreed  by.  the 
^  that  you  have  been  guilty  of  an  ludecency  &  unbecoming  a  Member 
iois  House  in  the  case  complained  of,  so  you  would  be  caret ull  to  conduct 
_  Regulate  your  future  behaviour  in  such  a  manner  as  to  conciliate  the  Es- 
teem of  this  House.  (1) 


Wednesday,  March  28^  1770. 

The  SeC  Brot   from  the  Board  the  following  Report   of  the 
Cora'**  to  tell  money  to  be  Burnt,  viz. 


srj'Hr;}"-"-^'''™- 


[p.  6. J  The  Com'**  appointed  by  vote  of  the  (reneral  Assembly  to  tell  over 
and  Receive  from  the  Treasurer  such  Sums  as  might  be  in  the  Treasury  to  be 
burnt  agreeable  to  the  several  Acts  for  Emitting  the  same  have  accordingly 
accompted  &  Received  from  Mr.  Treasurer  Jaffrey  the  sum  of  Thirteen  Hun- 
dred &  Ninety  eight  pounds  and  six  pence  three  farthings  Lawful  Money 
-which  sum  we  have  Locked  up  in  the  Province  Strong  Box  and  now  waits  the 
order  of  the  (General  Assembly. 

Theodore  Atkinson 


Daniel  Rindge  Committee. 

John  Sherburne  [ 

Jacob  Sneafe  J 

[p.  tt.]     The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  telling  money  in  the- 
Treasury  to  be  burnt  being  consider'd 

(1)  The  exact  nature  of  the  cumplaint  made  by  Col.  Moultou  agaiuBt  (Jol.  March  U  nut 
Rtated;  bnt  the  first  Rule  of  the  House  which  was  violated,  is  as  follows,  viz.   "  That  who- 
soever shall  by  any  misbehaviour  in  speech  or  action  justly  offend  any  of  the  membei-s  ot" 
the  House,  shall  for  the  first  ofTence  be  admonished,  for  the  second,  fined  as  the  House  sbali 
pee  meet."— Ed. 
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Voted,  That  it  be  accepted  and  that  the  money  be  immediately 
burnt  to  ashes. 

The  Depy  Sec^  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Sherburne  widow  of  the  Hon"'*  Henry  Sherburne,  Esq""  Deceased 
in  behalf  of  sundry  children  of  said  Deceas'd  who  are  minors. 
Representing  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  Deceas'd  that  said 
minors  should  be  educated  &  supported  at  the  charge  of  the  whole 
Estate  &c.  and  Praying  that  she  may  be  authorized  to  proceed 
according  to  said  intent,  &c.  (or) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass*"  28">  Mar.  1770.  The  petition  of  Sarah  Sherburne  ad- 
ministratrix of  the  Estate  of  Henry  Sherburne  late  of  Portsmo  Esq""  (her  late 
husband)  deceas'd  Intestate,  Praying  that  seven  of  her  children  who  are 
minors  may  be  supported  to  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years  out  of  the  said  Es- 
tate, for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  Petition.     Read  &  sent  down. 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Sherburne  being  consider'd 
Voted,  That  the  petitioners  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  Thurs- 
day the  twelfth  Day  of  April  next  if  the  General  Assembly  be 
then  sitting,  &  if  not  then  on  the  second  day  of  their  siting  after 
&  that  she  serve  Henry  Sherbunie,  Daniel  Sherburne,  &  Sam' 
Sherburne,  &  Capt.  Woodbury  Langdon  Sons  &  Son  in  Law  of 
the  said  Henry  Sherburne,  Esq^  Deceas'd  with  a  copy  of  this  Pe- 
tition &  order  of  Court  that  they  may  shew  cause,  why  the  Prayer 
thereof  may  not  be  granted.  Sent  up  by  Maj'  Hobart.  [Con- 
curred.] 


Thui-sday,  March  29"'  1770. 

Whereas  Walter  Bryant  and  Andrew  Wiggin  Esq"'  and  Lieut. 
John.  Burley  have  Petitioned  the  Governor  Councill  and  Assembly 
[p.  7.1  setting  forth  that  in  &  by  an  Act  of  this  Province  pass'd  in 
the  Eighth  year  of  his  Majestys  Reign  they  were  allow'd  to  Raise 
by  a  Lottery  or  Lotterys  the  sum  of  one  Thousand  Pounds  Lawf 
raonev  to  build  a  Bridge  over  Exeter  River  from  Stratham  to 
New  Markett,  and  that  the  term  of  two  years  was  allowed  them 
for  compleating  the  same :  and  that  notwithstanding  their  utmost 
Diligence  used  in  prosecuting  said  Design  they  have  not  been  able 
to  compleat  the  same ;  and  the  said  term  of  two  years  is  Elapsed, 
they  have  therefore  prayed  the  aid  of  the  General  Assembly, 
Therefore, 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  space  and  term  of  two  years 
longer  be  allowed  them  from  this  Day  to  carry  on  and  to  compleat 
the  purposes  of  said  Act.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  .Tenncss.    [Concurred.] 


Fryday  March  .30*\  1770. 

The  Sec^  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Treasurer's  Ace**  with  the 
following  Report  of  the  Com'"  chosen  to  Examine  them.  viz. 
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?ew  Hampshire  [  P-'— '^  ^  ^^^  1^^«- 

We  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  Examine  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  of  tlie  Treasurer's  account  have  attended  that  service 
and  have  carefully  Examined  the  forecoinf?  Ace'  of  the  Hon''"'  Georfje  Jaffrev 
Esq"".  Treasurer  &c.  and  find  the  same  well  vouched  and  Right  cast  and  accord- 
ingly beg  leave  to  Report  the  same.  The  Ballauce  due  to  the  Province  being 
one  hundred  and  fitty  Pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  pence  half-penny 
Lawful  money  he  accounting  for  the  outstanding  Taxes  mentioned  in  the 
Ace*  by  charging  himself  therewith  in  his  next  account. 

Theodore  Atkinson 
Jonathan  Warner 
Daniel  Rindge 
John  Sherburne 
Christopher  Toppan 
John  Giddinge 


[p.  9  ]  Tuesday,  April  3'^  1770.     p.  m. 

An  Act  to  Establitih  an  Equitable  method  of  making  Rates 
and  taxes  and  Determining  who  shall  be  Legal  voLers  in  Town 
affairs,  having  been  three  times  Read, 

Voted  That  it  Pass  to  be  Enacted,  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Jenness. 
[Concurred  and  passed.] 

Whereas  Ebenezer  Moulton,  Richard  Smith  Elisha  Brown  and 
Jon*  Weare  have  petitioned  the  Gen'  Ass™  seting  forth  that  they 
have  given  their  Security  to  several  Persons  for  sundry  sums  of 
money  Due  lioin  tin-  late  Presbyterian  Society  of  Hampton  falls 
now  Seabrook  amounting  to  one  hundred  pounds  Lawful  money 
most  jiart  of  which  surh  became  Due  from  Said  Society  for  the 
[p.  10  ]  support  of  the  ReV^  Mr.  Pearley  before  they  were  In- 
vested with  Legal  Power  to  collect  Taxes ;  and  Praying  that  they 
might  be  authorized  to  make  a  Just  and  Equitable  Assessment  on 
the  several  persons  concern'd  in  agreeing  with  said  Perley  for  said 
sum  and  that  they  might  be  authorized  to  collect  the  same  —  and 
all  parties  being  duly  Notified  to  attend,  The  said  Petitionera 
was  heard  on  their  said  petition,  and  the  same  appearing  to  be 
Reasonable  and  Just, 

Therefore  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  said  Petitioners  be 
impowered  to  make  an  Assessment  on  the  several  pei-sons  con- 
cern'd in  the  aforesaid  agreement  with  Mr.  Pearley  for  the  said 
hundred  Pounds,  according  to  the  form  in  which  taxes  are  usually 
made  in  proportion  to  each  persons  Estate  ;  And  to  give  out  a 
warrant  in  the  usual  form  to  Collect  the  sanje,  and  the  Collector 
for  the  said  parish  of  Seabrook  for  the  time  being  is  hereby 
authorized  to  Collect  the  Same  for  the  said  Petitionera  to  dis- 
charge the  said  sum.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Baker.     [Concurred.] 
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[p.  11.]  Wednesday,  Apr^  4'"  1770. 

An  Act  to  continue  the  last  Excise  Act  having  been  three 
times  read, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted.  Sent  up  by  Maj'  Wright. 
[Concurred  and  passed.] 

P.  M. 

Whereas  Mess"  Daniel  and  Sara'  Sherburn  on  the  21*'  Day  of 
Apr"  A.  D.  1767  gave  their  Note  of  hand  Payable  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Province  for  the  time  being  for  five  hundred  and  five 
Pounds  Eighteen  Shillings  six  pence  sterling  being  a  sum  due  to 
this  Province  for  a  set  of  Bills  of  Exchange  on  the  Treasurer  of 
Pennsilvan*  drawn  by  the  Com**'  of  this  Province  for  drawing 
Bills,  which  sum  is  still  due  to  this  Province,  which  Note  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Hon"  Col"  Atkinson,  Therefore 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Province,  and  that  the  said  Treas'  be  impowered  to  take  a  new 
note  with  good  security  for  said  sum  payable  to  said  Treasurer  or 
his  successor  in  said  office  in  six  months  with  Lawful  interest  till 
paid,  &  on  his  recei*  such  security  that  the  said  old  note  be  deliv- 
ered up.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Brewster.  [Concurred.]  Adjourned 
till  Monday  next,  3  p.  m. 


Monday  Ap'  9'"  1770,  p.  m. 

The  petition  of  Rev''  David  McGregore  praying  tor  an  allow- 
ance of  the  money  Recovered  against  Aaron  French  —  said 
French  having  been  committed  to  Prison  <fc  Escaped,  being  con- 
sidered. 

Voted,  That  there  be  allowd  and  paid  out  of  the  Money  to  be 
put  into  the  Treasury  by  the  next  supply  Bill,  thirty  six  Pounds 
three  shillings  five  pence  in  full  for  the  Escape  mentioned  in  s'' 
Petition.     Sent  up  by  y"  Clerk  Aprill  11.     [Concurred.] 

[p.  12.]  The  Petition  of  James  McHurd  Esq.  for  an  allowance 
for  the  escape  of  Aaron  French,  being  considered, 

Voted  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  money  to  be 

£ut  into  the  Treasury  by  the  next  Supply  Bill  unto  James 
[cHurd  Esq'  forty  seven  pounds  seventeen  shillings  two  pence  in 
full  for  the  escape  mentioned  in  s'*  petition.  Sent  up  by  the 
Clerk  Ap'  11.     [Concurred.] 

The  petition  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Swett  for  an  allowance  for  the 
escape  of  Nathan  Longfellow,  being  considered. 

Voted  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  money  to  be 
put  into  the  Treasury  by  the  next  Supply  Bill  unto  Capt.  Jonar- 
than  Swett  three  pounds  seventeen  shillings  in  full  for  the  escape 
mentioned  in  s''  petition.  Sent  up  by  the  Clerk  Ap-^  II.  [Con- 
curred.] 
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The  petition  of  Peter  Clements  for  an  allowance  for  the  escape 
of  Aaron  French,  being  considered, 

Voted,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  money  to  be 
put  into  the  Treasury  by  the  next  Supply  Bill  unto  the  said  Peter 
Clements  fifteen  Pounds  one  shilling  one  penny  in  full  for  the 
escape  mentioned  in  said  Petition.  Sent  up  by  the  Clerk  Ap'  11. 
[Concurred.] 


Tuesday  April  lO"-  177U. 

[p.  13.]  Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Esq'  and  Mr.  Jacob 
Sheafe  be  a  Com'*'  of  this  House  [with  such]  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Hon"'  Councill  to  repair  the  Province  goal  and  to 
keep  the  same  in  repair  from  time  to  time  for  the  space  of  one 
year  and  till  the  third  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly 
after,  at  the  charge  of  the  Province  in  order  to  Prevent  the  Prov- 
ince being  put  to  further  charge  by  n^eans  of  Prisoners  escapes. 
Sent  up  by  Maj'  Wright.  [Concurred  &  Hon**'  Daniel  Rindge  & 
Daniel  Rogers,  Esq'  added.] 

Voted,  That  the  Bill  of  Cost  for  the  Tryal  of  Maurice  Cave- 
nuugh  amounting  to  Seven  pounds  sixteen  shillings  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Sup'  Court  out  of  the  money  that  is 
or  may  be  in  the  Treasury  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  Persons  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill.     Sent  up  by  the  Clerk  April  ll.(«) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass"".  April  11,  1770.  [Bro't  up  from  the  House]  a  Bill  of 
cost  from  the  Sup''  Court  for  the  tryal  of  Maurice  Cavenaugh  lor  the  sup- 
posed murder  of  one  George  Henderson,  A  vote  of  allowance  thereon,  being 
£7 :  16  LI  my.     Read  &  Concurred. 

The  Dep'  Sec"  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Daniel 
Rogers  Esq'  and  others  managers  of  the  Isle  of  Shoals  Lottery 
Praying  an  allowance  tor  their  charges  &c. 


[p.  14.]  Wednesday  April  IT"  1770. 

Voted  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  his  Exc'  the 
Governor  of  this  Province  the  sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  Lawfull) 
money  in  consideration  of  hin^Extraordinary  Services  and  Expen- 
<j€8  in  attending  the  Special  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Tryal  of 
Piracy  on  the  high  seas  holdeu  at  Boston  in  June  last.  Sent  up 
by  Capt.  Chamberlin.     [Concurred.] 

[Hou^'  Jona.  Warner  and  George  Jaffrey,  allowed  £10.  each  lawful  money, 
for  like  attendance.] 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
the  Reign  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  An  Entituled  an  Act  for  the 
maintenance  and  supply  of  the  Ministry  within  this  Province, 
haveing  been  three  times  Read, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Deac°  Knowlea. 
[Concurred  &  passed.] 

[p.  15.1  Voted,  That  the  ace'  of  the  Com'"  for  Preparing  th« 
Act  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties  &g.  amounting  to 
five  Pounds  fourteen  shillings  be  allow'd  and  paid  out  of  money 
that  is  or  may  be  in  the  Treasury  unto  the  Hon^'"  Daniel  Warner 
Esq'  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  several  Persons  above  mentioned. 
Sent  up  by  Maj"^  Hobart. 

P.  M. 

The  petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Hampton  Falls  Praying 
that  a  Com'"  may  be  appointed  to  view  the  Parish  \fec.  Relative 
to  the  situation  of  a  meeting  house  was  taken  under  consideration 
and  the  Parties  being  fully  heard  thereon 

Voted  That  Tho'  Westbrook  Waldron,  Richard  Downing  Esq" 
and  Doc'  Eben'  Thompson  be  a  Com'"  of  this  House  to  view  the 
situation  of  the  Parish  and  make  Enquiry  Respecting  the  Circum- 
stances of  their  Meeting  House  and  make  Report  as  soon  sis  may 
be.     Sent  up  by  the  Clerk,  [afterwards  withdrawn.] 

An  Act  to  Revive  and  continue  in  force  Sundry  Acts  and  Laws 
now  Expired  or  near  Expiring  haveing  been  three  times  Read, 

Voted  that  it  Pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Col"  Moulton. 
[Concurred  &  passed] 


Thursday,  Apr^  P2"»  1770. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Sherburne  bro't  Down  the  28"'  of  March  last  and  the  Parties 
being  fully  heard  thereon  by  their  Council  I, 

Voted  That  the  said  Petition  he  dismissed. 

[p.  16.]  Voted  That  there  be  paid  to  his  Excellency  John  Went- 
worth  Esq'  our  Governor  out  of  the  money  that  is  or  shall  be  in 
the  Treasury  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  Pounds  Law'  money  for 
one  years  salary  commencing  on  the  thirteenth  Day  of  June  next, 
the  one  half  to  be  paid  on  the  said  thirteenth  of  June  and  the 
other  half  on  the  thirteenth  Day  of  December  next  following,  and 
also  the  sum  of  Sixty  seven  Pounds  Law'  money  for  House  Rent 
for  the  same  time.  That  his  Excellency  be  Desired  to  Draw  the 
same  out  of  the  Treasury  with  advice  of  Council!.  Sent  up  by 
Col.  Goffe  &  Capt.  Greeley.     [Concurred.] 

Voted  That  there  be  paid  out  of  money  in  the  Treasurv  unto 
the  heir  or  heirs  of  the  rion"'  Theodore  Atkinson  jun.  Esq'  I>e- 
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ceas'd,  forty  Pounds  Law'  money  for  his  service  as  Secretary  froiu 
the  first  Day  of  March  1769  to  the  first  Day  of  November  1769.(1> 
Sent  up  by  Col.  GotFe  A  Capt.  Greely.     [Concurred.] 

P.  M. 

[p.  17.]  Voted  That  there  be  allowed  to  Rachel  Clough  Eigh- 
teen sliillings  and  to  Anne  Clough  Nine  shillings  to  be  paid  out 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  in  full  for  their  attendance  as  witnesses 
at  the  Tryal  of  Ruth  Blay.  Sent  up  by  Doc'  Bartlett.  [Con- 
curred.] 

Whereas  it  appears  by  an  Attested  Copy  from  the  Council 
books  that  in  February  1755  there  was  allowed  to  Mr.  John  Sher- 
burne for  Warehouse  hire  &c.  one  hundred  &  twenty  five  Pounds 
Lawtid  money,  which  money  it  ap}»ears  on  examination  was  never 
paid. — 

Therefore  Voted  That  there  be  allowed  &  paid  to  the  said 
John  Sherburne  Twenty  five  Pounds  Lawful  money  in  full  for  the 
use  of  said  Warehouse  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury.  Sent  up 
by  Deacon  Knowles.     [Concurred.] 


Fryday  Apr'  13*"  1770. 

[p.  18.]  Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Esq'  and  Mr,  Jacob 
Sheafe  be  appointed  a  Com'"  of  this  House  to  joy n  with  such  as 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon'"'  the  Council  to  farm  out  the 
Excise  on  Spirituous  Liquors  to  a  receiver  or  ReceiAcrs  as  they 
shall  judge  best,  to  be  Commissioned  by  the  Governor  to  make 
a  tiiithfull  collection  of  the  s.nme,  &  that  the  Money  arising 
thereby  be  put  into  the  Province  Treasury  to  be  apply'd  to  the 
use  of  the  Government,  as  the  Governor  Council  &  Assembly 
shall  order.  This  .selling  or  farming  shall  be  for  one  yeai*  only 
commencing  the  first  Tuesday  in  September  1770,  &  that  the 
Receiver  or  Receivers  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  farmed  or  Lett 
shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being 
as  the  Com'"  shall  direct.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Worthen.  [Con- 
(Hirred.] 

An  Act  for  Granting  jmto  his  mo.st  Excellent  Majesty  the  sum 

U)"TIie(>"Iine  .Atkinson,  ji.,  one  ofhi.s  Majestj's  Council,  ami  Seciet.-iry  uf  the  Province, 
departed  tiiis  lilc  «n  Saiurday.  tlic  2sth  of  October,  a^ed  tliirty-tlireo  years;  and  on  th« 
Wednesday  Allowing,  bis  leniains'  were  dejwsited  in  the  family  tomb  .it  Queen's  OhapeL 
DuiiUiJ  the  i«nici;s*ion  minute  jjuns  wt-ro  hrml  at  (.'aslle  William  and  ilarv,  and  from  hi» 
Majesty's  ship  Bea\er  in  the  harbour;  :uid  every  other  testimony  of  respect  was  shown, 
which  his  public  station  and  private  virtueg  <leni.anded.  He  was  the  only  son  of  the  Hon- 
ourable Thefxlore  Atkin.«on.  Chief  .Justice  of  the  province  and  Presideni  of  the  Council. 
He  received  his  education  at-  Harvard  College,  and  was  gra<luated  in  the  year  1757.  He  waj 
mild  and  obliging  in  his  disposition,  faithful  and  corro't  in  his  olticial  duties,  and  devout  in 
the  e.vercises  of  religion."" 

"Saturday.  November  1 1th,  Governor  Wentworth  was  uiarriiHl  by  the  Rev.  .Vrthur 
Brown,  in  Queen's  Chapel,  to  -Mr.-^.  Frances  Atkinson,  relitt  of  Theodore  Atkinson,  jun., 
deceased,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  Wentworth,  K.sq.,  of  Boston.  Her  full  maiden  name 
wa«  Frances  DeeriuK  Wentwonh.'"    lAclamt  .itm.  I'orUmo.,  p.  2^.]  —  Eu. 
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of  two  Thousand  Pounds  Law'  money  for  the  uses  and  purposed' 
therein  Declared,  Having  been  three  times  Read, 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Chamber- 
in  &  Mr.  Webster.     [Concurred  ife  passed.] 

P.M. 

Voted  That  his  Excellency  the  Capt.  General  be  Desired  to 
ffive  Orders  tor  Inlisting  five  men  to  be  posted  ;it  his  Majesty's 
tort  Wm.  &  Mary  for  one  year  commencing  the  first  day  of 
March  last  under  such  ofticer  as  he  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint. 
The  pay  of  the  officer  shall  be  thirty  six  shillings  Law^  money  pr 
month,  and  each  Private  Eighteen  shillings  pr  month  and  five 
shillings  pr  week  for  Billeting  to  be  paid  when  the  Muster  Roll 
shall  be  .illowed  by  the  General  Assembly.  Sent  up  by  Capti 
Worthen.     [ConcurreH.] 


[p.  19.]  Saturday  Apr'  U"-  1770. 

The  Act  to  preserve  the  fish  in  Piscaiaqua  River  Having  beon 
three  times  Read, 

Voted  that  it  pass  to  be  Enacted,  Sent  up  by  Col"  Goffe. 
[Concurred  &  passed.] 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Address  to  his  Majesty  which  waa 
prepared  some  time  past  but  had  not  yet  been  sent,  should  now 
be  forwarded  to  the  agent  with  a  Letter  to  him  Directing  hira 
how  to  proceed  with  the  same. 

The  Question  being  put  it  Pass'd  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Ai>DKESs  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Kiiiya  Most.  Excellent  Majesty  — 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  House  ot  Representatives  of  your  Majesty's 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  shews: 

That  your  Majestys  Loyal  and  Dutiful!  subjects  the  Representatives  of 
your  Province  of  New  Hampshire  with  the  most  profound  Humility  and  the 
Deepest  sense  of  Duty  and  Affection  Beg  leave  to  Supplicate  your  Majesty 
and  to  present  our  most  Gracious  Sovereign  a  view  of  the  Grievances  and 
Distresses  under  which  your  Majesty's  good  subjects  of  this  Province  Labour. 

We  esteem  it  the  Happy  Priviledge  of  all  your  Majestys  subjects  in  all  the 
Difficulties  and  Distresses  they  feel  wherein  your  Majesty  may  give  Releaf  to 
have  free  liberty  to  approach  the  Royal  Presence  with  those  Supplications 
which  they  hope  will  prove  effectual.  And  we  do  not  Entertain  the  least 
suspicion  that  your  Remote  American  Subjects  are  or  even  will  he  Excluiled 
from  that  Priviledge. 

[p.  20.1  We  most  heartily  and  sincerely  Profess  our  allegiance  to  your 
Majesty  of  which  we  trust  our  conduct  &  Behaviour  has  always  given  the 
dearest  Evidence ;  the  Obedience  and  affection  of  the  People  of  this  Prov- 
ince to  your  Majesty  and  your  Royal  Predecessors  has  we  apprehend  never 
been  called  in  nuestion  or  in  any  means  doubted. 

Our  Ancestors  from  England  transplanted  themselves  to  this  Country  at 
their  own  expence.  They  bro't  over  with  them  their  Natural  allegiance  to 
Ibe  Crown  of  England  witii  an  inseperablo  unalienable  Right  to  all  that  Pro- 
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tection  of  their  Liberty  and  Property  to  wliich  all  Liege  Subjects  of  the  Brltr- 
ieb  Empire  are  Intituled.  After  they  had  con(|uercd  the  Savages  of  the 
wilderness  at  an  almost  incredible  Expence  of  Blood  and  treasure  and  settled 
themselves  in  a  Country  which  on  their  first  arrival  they  found  a  howling 
Wilderness,  your  Majestys  Royal  Predecessors  :is  a  Proper  Reward  of  their 
Labour  and  Peril  in  Extending  the  English  Empire  were  pleased  to  grant 
a  Power  o(  Legislation  limited  to  the  approbation  or  disallowance  of  the 
Crown  with  the  Power  and  Priviledge  essential  to  British  liberty  of  Raising 
internal  Taxes  by  their  own  Representatives,  which  priviledge  and  Right 
they  from  the  first  erecting  a  Gk>vernment  here,  and  we  after  them  have 
«fijoy'd  till  the  late  Acts  of  Parliament  Enacted  for  the  sole  &  Express  Pur- 
pose of  Raising  a  Revenue  in  America;  which  acts  we  would  humbly  Repre- 
sent to  your  Majesty  are  subversive  of  those  Rights  and  liberties  which  our 
Ancestors  so  Dearly  purchased.  , 

We  do  by  no  means  Dispute  the  authority  of  the  British  Legislature,  We 
have  Ever  been  and  still  are  obedient  to  all  acts  of  Parliament  Regulating 
the  affairs  of  your  Ma,jostys  Subjects  in  general  and  the  Due  Administration 
of  Justice  without  complaint.  But  we  <'annot  but  be  sensibly  aifected  with 
the  lf>s.s  of  that  advantage  without  which  we  are  no  longer  free  men  nor  can 
)iave  any  claim  to  the  peculiar  Glory  and  Boast  of  the  subjects  of  the  British 
Empire,  which  is  the  absolute  Disposal  of  tlieir  own  property.  But  these 
Acts  tax  us  without  our  own  consent  and  deprive  us  so  much  of  our  prop- 
erty AS  in  virtue  thereof  is  taken  from  us  without  our  voice  and  contrary  to 
our  Priviledges  as  Englishmen;  and  we  humbly  apprehend  our  Complaint  in 
this  Respect  cannot  Justly  be  imputed  to  us  as  a  fault  or  tending  to  Dis- 
loyalty or  Disatfection  to  Government,  for  we  humbly  apprehend  we  should 
be  unworthy  the  character  of  your  Majestys  subjects  and  Englishmen  if  we 
had  not  Sensibility  to  perceive  the  happy  Constitution  of  Government  we 
live  under  and  to  Deprecate  the  loss  of  it. 

The  Assemblies  of  this  Province  have  always  Readily  complied  in  a  Con- 
•(titutional  way  with  every  Requisition  from  your  Majesty  to  contribute  to 
the  utmost  of  their  ability  for  the  Defence  of  any  of  your  Majestys  Domin- 
ions, and  we  l>eg  leave  to  Represent  to  your  Majesty  the  hardships  and  im- 
propriety that  our  Properly  should  be  granted  by  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Great  Brittain.  in  which  we  are  not  nor  can  be  Represented,  who  bear  no 
part  of  the  burden  of  the  taxes  they  are  pleas'd  to  grant  to  be  levied  on  us 
and  who  by  their  local  situation  and  want  of  Seasonaiile  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  of  tliis  Country  are  unlikely  to  lix  upon  the  most  Ex- 
pedient and  Equitable  method  of  Levying  taxes  here. 

(p.  21. 1  We  humbly  apprehend  that  taxes  being  imposed  on  us  by  way  of 
Duties  on  any  of  the  Necessaries  of  life  or  in  any  other  measure  whatsoever 
without  our  consent  must  necessarily  terminate  in  the  total  loss  of  our  Lib- 
<iriy  and  Distruction  of  our  property;  and  most  liumbly  beg  leave  to  suggest 
tbat  in  every  instance  wherein  your  Majestys  subjects  are  unconstitutionally 
Deprived  of  their  just  Rights  your  Majesty's  Government  is  weakened. 

Wherefore  in  full  and  Humble  confidence  of  your  Majestys  Paternal  and 
Impartial  Regard  to  the  happiness  and  tranquillity  of  all  your  subjects,  we 
arc  Encouraged  to  mike  this  humble  application  and  to  Intreat  your  Majesty 
woyld  be  graciously  Ple;ised  to  take  our  Petition  into  your  wise  consideration 
and  Grant  us  such  Relief  therein  as  to  your  Royal  Wisdom  shall  seem  meet: 
And  wo  iKg  leave  to  add  that  it  is  our  Earnest  prayer  to  tlie  Supreme  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Universe  that  .all  kinds  of  Blessings  may  be  granted  to  your 
Majesty  and  your  Royal  offspring,  and  that  all  your  subjects  may  be  long  happy 
auder  your  Auspicious  Reign. 

By  order  of  the  House  of  Representativt's 

P.  Gil. MAN.  Speaker. 

(tcf  •29'»'  1768. 
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The  following  Letter  to  the  Agent  was  sent  with  the  AddreH* 
viz. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire 

Portsmouth,  Apr'  IV^  1770. 

Sr.— 

Tlie  Assembly  of  this  Province  being  sensible  of  the  Burdens  and  )iardship» 
which  his  Majestys  srood  subjects  here  as  well  as  in  his  other  Provinces  and 
Colonies  have  sustaind  by  the  late  Acts  of  Parliament  which  have  succeeded 
the  Stamp  Act.  tlio't  it  their  Duty  to  their  Constituents  to  present  their 
humble  Petition  to  his  Majesty  to  Represent  their  sense  of  the  situation  they 
were  in  by  the  operation  of  those  Acts.  That  it  was  matter  of  s;rpat  Griev- 
ance and  humbly  to  pray  for  that  Relief  which  as  loyal  and  Dutilull  subjects 
from  his  Majestys  known  clemency  and  Goodness  they  had  just  (iround  to 
Expect;  and  did  accordingly  prepare  the  Address  herewith  presented,  but  by 
some  accident  occurring  it  was  not  sent  at  the  time  Desii^ned ;  yet  they  judged 
it  proper  to  send  it  to  you  now,  and  ordered  me  so  to  do  with  this  Instruction 
as  their  Agent:  That  if  the  Acts  Referrd  to  are  Repealed  to  suppress  it, —  if 
not  to  present  it;  That  if  it  has  no  other  effect,  it  may  at  least  Demonstrate 
that  we  have  Sensibility  to  feel  the  Oppression  and  are  much  aggrieved  as  welt 
as  others  with  the  weight  of  the  (General  Burden,  and  hope  it  may  serve  as  a 
Remembrancer  that  we  acted  in  Concert  with  our  neighbors  to  obtain  a  Re- 
moval of  the  Burdens  under  wbicli  we  groan,  and  it  is  their  Earnest  Request 
that  you  use  every  Loyal  Measure  for  obtaining  the  Desired  Relief. 

I  am,  S"",  your  most  humble  Ser". 

By  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives 


Barlow  Trecothick,  Esq. 

[p.  22.]  A  motion  was  made  that  the  Letters  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia  and  the  Resolves  therewith, 
sent,  and  the  answers  to  said  Letters  might  be  read,  as  also  the 
Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly  in 
Maryland  and  the  Resolves  therewith  sent,  and  the  Answer  to  said 
Letter — which  being  all  read  and  eonsiderd 

Voted,  That  they  be  all  entere<l  in  the  Journals  of  this  House^ 
and  are  as  follows, 

Virginia,  May  9"^  176S. 
Sir  — 

The  House  of  Burgesses  of  this  Colony  having  very  attentively  considered 
several  late  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  being  of  opinion  that  they 
manifestly  tend  to  deprive  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  have  thought  it  their  duty  as  Representatives  of  a  free  people,  to 
take  ev.ery  regular  step  to  assert  that  constitutional  liberty,  on  the  destruc- 
tion of  which  those  laws  seem  to  be  erected. 

They  liave  therefore  thought  proper  to  represent  That  they  are  sensible  of 
the  Happiness  and  security  they  derive  from  their  connexions  with  and 
dependence  on  Great  Britain,  and  under  the  gre.atest  concern  that  any  un- 
lucky incidents  should  interrupt  that  salutary  harmony,  which  they  wish  ever 
to  subsist.  They  lament  that  the  remoteness  of  their  situation  often  exposes 
them  to  such  misrepresentations,  as  are  apt  to  involve  them  in  censures  of 
disloyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  respect  to  the  British 
Parliament:  Whereas  they  have  indulged  themselves  in  the  agreeable  pur- 
suasious  tiiat  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  inferior  to  none  of  their  fellow- 
subjects  in  loyalty  and  atl'ection. 

That  they  do  not  affect  independence  of  their  parent  Kingdom,  the  pros- 
perity of  which  they  are  bound  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities  to  promote, 
but  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  Authority  of  Parliament  to  make  laws  for 
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preserving  a  necessary  dependance,  and  for  regulating  tlie  trade  of  the  Colo- 
nies; Yet  they  cannot  conceive,  and  humbly  insist,  it  is  not  essential  to  sup- 
port a  proper  relation  between  a  mother  country  and  colonies  transplanted 
from  her,  that  she  should  have  a  right  to  raise  money  from  them  without 
their  consent;  and  presume  they  do  not  aspire  to  more  than  the  natural 
Rights  of  British  subjects,  when  they  assort  that  no  power  on  Earth  has  a 
right  to  impose  taxes  on  the  people,  or  to  tai<e  the  smallest  portion  of  their 
property  without  their  consent,  given  by  their  Representatives  in  Parliament. 
This  has  ever  been  considered  Jis  the  chief  pillar  of  the  Constitution;  without 
this  support,  no  man  can  be  said  to  have  the  least  shadow  of  liberty,  since 
they  can  have  no  property  in  that  which  another  can  by  right  take  from  him 
when  he  pleases,  without  their  consent. 

[p.  23.  ]  That  their  Ancestors  brought  over  with  them  entire,  and  transmitted 
to  their  descendants  the  natural  and  constitutional  rights  tiiey  had  enjoyed  in 
their  native  country;  and  the  first  principles  of  the  British  constitution  were 
early  engrafted  into  the  constitution  of  the  Colonies.  Hence  a  legislative 
authority,  ever  essential  in  all  free  States,  w.is  desired,  and  ;ussimilated  as 
nearly  as  might  be  to  that  in  England;  the  executive  powers  and  the  right  of 
assenting  or  disseutmg  to  all  laws  reserved  to  the  Crown,  and  tho» privilege  of 
(choosing  their  own  Representatives  continued  to  the  people,  and  conferred  to 
them  by  repeated  and  express  Regulations.  The  government  thus  estab- 
lished, they  enjoyed  the  truits  of  their  own  labour  with  a  security  which 
liberty  only  can  impart.  Upon  pressing  occasions  they  applied  to  his  Maj- 
esty lor  relief,  and  gratefully  acknowledge  they  have  frequently  received  it 
from  their  mother  country;  whenever  their  assistance  was  necessary,  requisi- 
tions  have  constantly  been  made  from  the  Oo%vn  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  who  have  complied  with  them  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  abili- 
ties. The  ample  provision  made  for  the  support  of  the  civil  Government,  in 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  at  his  request,  and  the  large  sup- 
plies voted  during  the  hvst  War,  upon  requisitions  from  his  Majesty  and  hi» 
royal  grandfathej-,  afford  early  and  late  instances  of  the  dispositions  of  the 
Assemblies  of  this  Colony,  and  are  sutBcient  proofs  that  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  did  not,  till  lately,  ;xssume  a  power  of  imposing  taxes  on  the 
people  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue.  To  say  tliat  the  Cnramons  of 
Great  Britain  have  a  right  to  impose  internal  taxes  on  the  inliabitants  of 
this  continent,  who  are  not  and  cannot  In;  represented,  is  in  effect  to  bid 
them  prepare  for  a  state  of  Slavery.  What  must  be  their  situation  :?hould 
such  a  right  be  established?  The  Colonies  have  no  constitutonal  check  on 
their  liberality  in  giving  away  their  money,  cannot  have  an  opportunity  of 
explauiing  their  grievances,  or  pointing  out  the  easiest  method  of  taxation, 
for  their  (loom  will  generally  be  <Ietermined  before  they  are  acquainted  that 
the  subject  lias  been  agitated  in  parliament,  and  the  Commons  bear  no  pro- 
portion of  the  taxes  they  lay  upon  them.  The  notion  of  a  virtual  represen- 
tation, which  would  render  all  our  rights  merely  ideal,  has  been  so  ollen 
and  so  clearly  refuted  that  nothing  need  be  said  on  that  head. 

The  oppressive  Stamp  Act  confessedly  imposed  internal  Taxes,  and  the 
late  Act  of  Parliament  giving  and  granting  certain  duties  in  the  British  Colo- 
nies plainly  tend  to  the  same  point.  Duties  have  been  imposed  to  restrain 
the  commerce  of  one  part  of  the  Empire  that  Wiia  likely  to  prove  injurious 
to  another,  and  by  this  means  the  welfare  of  the  whole  promoted,  but  dutiea- 
imposed  on  such  of  the  British  exports  as  are  necessaries  of  life,  to  he  paid 
by  the  Colonies  on  importation,  without  any  view  to  the  interests  of  Com- 
merce, but  merely  to  raise  a  revenue,  or  in  other  words  to  compel  the  colo- 
nists to  part  with  their  money  against  their  inclinations,  they  conceive  to  be 
a  Tax  internal  to  ail  intents  and  purposes,  ami  can  it  be  thought  just  or  reas- 
onable, restricted  .as  they  are  in  their  trade,  confined  as  th(;y  are  in  their 
exports,  obliged  to  purchiise  these  very  necessaries  at  the  British  Market, 
that  they  shoulil  now  be  told  they  shall  not  have  them  without  paying  a  duty 
lor  them. 

[p.  24. 1  The  act  suspending  the  legislative  power  of  Xew  York  they  consider 
as  still  more  alarming  to  the  Colonies,  tho'  it  has  that  single  Province  in  view. 
if  the  Parliament  can  compel  them  to  furnish  a  single  article  to  the  troops 
sent  over,  they  may,  \)f  the  same  rule,  oblige  them  to  furnish  cloaths,  arms 
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-and  every  other  necessary,  even  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  a  doc- 
trine replete  with  every  mischief,  and  utterly  subversive  of  all  that's  dear  and 
valuable :  For  what  advantage  can  the  people  of  the  Colonies  derive  from 
their  right  of  choosing  their  own  representatives,  if  those  representative* 
when  chosen,  not  permitted  to  exercise  their  own  judgments,  were  under  » 
necegsity  (on  pain  of  being  deprived  of  their  legislative  authority)  of  inforo- 
ing  the  mandates  of  a  British  Parliament. 

This,  sir,  is  a  sketch  of  their  sentiments,  as  tliey  are  expressed  in  a  Peti- 
tion to  his  Majesty,  a  Memorial  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  and  in  a  Remonstrance  to  the 
Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgesses  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 
In  all  these  proceedings  the  Council  of  this  Colony  have  concurred,  and  have 
directed  their  agent,  James  Abercrombie  Esq.  to  join  Edward  Montague  Esq. 
the  agent  for  this  Colony  in  applying  for  redress  of  the  grievances  they  so 
justly  complain  of.  Copies  were  delivered  to  the  President,  who  is  desired  to 
transmit  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  North  America,  and  Mr.  Montague  is  enjoined  to  consult  the 
agents  of  the  other  colonies,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  in  every  measure 
that  shall  be  thought  necessary  on  this  delicate  point 

This  House  hope  they  have  expressed  themselves  on  this  occasion  with  a 
ttrmness  that  becomes  freemen  pic:>.;;:i::  lor  fundamental  rights,  and  with  a 
decency  that  will  exempt  them  from  any  imputations  of  faction  or  disloyalty. 
They  have  made  known  their  proceedings  on  this  subject,  with  a  view  that 
the  Representatives  of  your  Province  being  acquainted  with  them,  may  go 
hand  in  hand  in  their  opposition  to  measures,  which  they  think  have  an  im- 
mediate tendency  to  inslave  them ;  and  are  persuaded  that  the  candour  of 
your  respectable  House  will  consider  it  in  no  other  light.  They  are  not  with- 
out hopes  that  by  a  hearty  union  of  the  Colonies  the  Constitution  may  be 
again  established  on  its  genuine  principles ;  an  end  equally  to  he  desired 
both  by  the  mother  country  and  her  Colonies. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses ;  I  am  with  the 
greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

Peyton  Ranoolpu,  Speaker. 


[p.  25.]  The  Answer  to  the  forayoiiig  Letter. 

The  very  acceptable  Letter  from  the  Honorable  House  ot  Burgesses  of  the. 
Colony  of  Virginia  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province' of  New  Hamp- 
shire came  safe  to  hand  and  has  been  communicated  to  this  House,  who- 
gladly  Embrace  the  opportunity  of  Declaring  their  intire  concurrence  wth 
those  sentiments  of  Liberty  Expressed  in  your  letter;  Expressed  with  tha* 
firmness  which  becomes  free-born  Englishmen,  yet  tempered  with  unexcep- 
tionable Loyalty  and  Subjection  to  Parliamentary  Authority  in  every  thiii_ 
agreeable  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the  British  Government,  It  afforu^ 
high  satisfaction  to  this  House  that  they  entertain  the  same  views  of  the  lai-- 
grievous  Acts  of  Parliament  with  the  Rest  of  their  American  brethren,  au.i 
which  your  honorable  House  have  hi  a  friendly  manner  communicated. 

They  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  they  have  already  endeavored  to 
Represent  in  a  proper  light  these  unconstitutional  infringements  upon  the 
Liberty  and  property  of  his  Majesty's  faithfull  subjects  in  America,  in  a 
humble  Petition  to  the  king,  imploring  his  Paternal  interposition  for  their 
Relief.  Their  allegiance  remains  unshaken  by  all  the  violences  which  have 
b?en  laU^ly  offered  to  the  Constitution,  nor  do  they  indulge  the  most  secret 
wish  to  SCO  these  Colonies  independent  on  the  Parent  Country:  But  on  the 
contrary  feel  the  deepest  concern  at  every  unhappy  incident  tiiat  may  have 
a  tendancy  to  interrupt  that  perfect  harmony,  and  weaken  that  natural  con- 
nection which  are  the  strength  safety  and  wealth  of  tl^  whole  Empire. 
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They  arn  very  aensible  that  the  duties  impoHed  by  the  late  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  some  of  the  most  necessary  Articles  of  Commerce,  for  the  sole  and 
Express  purpose  of  Raisine:  a  Revenue,  are  equivalent  to  the  most  direct  in- 
ternal tiixation,  and  that  in  this  Respect  a  Power  is  claimed  and  Exercised 
by  the  Lei»islative  Authority  of  Great  Brittain  to  take  what  sums  of  money 
they  please  from  the  Colonies,  without  any  grants  made  by  the  people,  who^ 
are  not  and  cannot  be  Represented  in  the  Brittisli  Parliament,  and  they  are 
fully  persuaded  that  these  last  acts  are  in  tiieir  nature  and  effects  very  little 
Uitterent  trom  the  former  oppressive  Stamp  Act,  but  r-.cjually  tend  to  tlif 
Destruction  of  Liberty  &  commerce. 

They  moreover  consider  every  exertiou  of  Power  to  inforce  these  uucoaati- 
tutiouai  Acts  as  Dansferous  to  the  peace  and  wellfare  both  of  Great  Brittain 
and  the  Colonies;  Especially  any  attempts  to  Deprive  the  Representative.")  of 
the  People  in  America,  in  their  n^spective  Assemblies  of  the  full  freedom  of 
[p.  26. 1  votini;  in  adairs  which  properly  belong  to  this  branch  of  authority  by 
sending  peremptory  mandates  armed  with  the  terrors  of  a  suspension  or  Dis- 
solution of  their  liCgislative  power,  if  they  refuse  to  comply. 

Their  Anxiety  and  Distress  are  increased  in  a  very  high  degree  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  warlike  preparations  making  at  this  time  by  Great  Brittain,  not 
so  much  against  a  common  Enemy  as  to  intimdate  her  own  children  and 
force  them  into  submission  to  those  very  Burdens  of  which  they  ;ire  com- 
plaining. They  are  struck  with  horror  at  the  very  idea  of  Civil  wars  in 
America,  and  earnestly  hope  never  to  be  put  to  the  dreadful  alternative  either 
to  take  the  sword  or  .lubmit  to  give  up  all  English  Liberties. 

This  House  will  always  consider  it  as  their  Duty,  Honour  and  highest  Am- 
bition to  manifest  the  most  sincere  Loyalty  and  Atfection  to  their  Sovereign, 
to  do  their  utmost  to  maintain  lawfull  authority,  and  to  show  equal  Zeal  with 
any  of  their  Brethren  on  this  Continent  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  and 
the  preservation  of  those  liberties  and  priviledges  which  are  the  impregnable 
Bullwarks  of  the  British  Government.  And  they  are  Determinined  to  use 
their  best  Endeavors  to  prevent  all  tumults  and  whatsoever  tends  to  open 
Rebellion  and  anarchy  while  they  heartily  unite  in  pursuing  such  sober  Con- 
stitutional measures  as  may  most  Effectually  procure  the  Removal  of  aii 
Causes  of  Complaint,  fix  our  liberties  on  a  firm  basis,  cement  the  Colonies  to- 
Great  Brittain  with  all  the  strength  of  mutual  Interest,  affection  and  confi- 
dence, and  open  the  obstructed  Channels  of  National  Commerce. 

I  am,  S"",  your  most  Obedient  Hum'"'  Serv'  , 

P.  Gii.MAN,  Speak'. 


f  P.  27.]  Second   Letter  from     Virginia. 

Virginia,  19"'  May  17«». 
Sr. 

The  House  of  Burgesses  met  on  the  8'*^  Instant,  on  the  lO"*  they  took  inUr 
their  serious  consideration  the  State  of  this  Colony,  and  in  the  course  of  their 
Deliberation  "being  alarmed  at  the  Distress  in  which  all  America  is  likely  to 
be  involved,  came  to  several  necessary  Resolutions,  Copies  of  which  they 
have  given  me  Particular  Directions  to  transmit  without  Delay  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  several  Houses  of  Assembly  on  this  Continent  and  to  Request  their 
Concurrence  therein. 

In  obedience  of  their  Order,  I  now.  Sir,  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  those  Reso- 
lutions and  am  persuaded  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  suflScient  to 
engage  the  immediate  attention  of  your  Respectable  House,  and  the  (Circum- 
stances of  America  evince  the  propriety  of  their  Conduct. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  tho't  fit  on  the  17"'  to  Dissolve  the  Assembly. 
However  discouraging  this  Reprehension  may  be,  yet  we  hope  that  our  loyalty 
and  affection  to  his  majesty,  our  Regard  to  the  true  Interest  of  our  Mother 
Country  and  our  Inclinations  to  l^^rminate  this  unhappy  Dispute  will  bemad* 
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manifest  and  will  in  the  end  dispose  our  Gracious  Sovereign  to  interpose  in 
oar  favor  and  to  procure  for  his  injured  people  the  Redress  that  they  moat 
Humbly  ask  for. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest  Respect 

Your  most  Obedient  Serv' 

Peyton  Kanpolph. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  New  Hampshire. 


Jiesolves  of  the  House  of  JBiirgesses  of  Virginia. 

Tuesday  the  IG'i  of  May,  9'"  Geo.  HI:  17(59. 

Mr.  Blair  Reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  it 
•was  Referred  to  consider  of  the  present  Stale  of  the  Colony,  that  they  bad 
come  to  several  Resolutions  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  Deliv- 
er'd  in  at  the  Clerk's' table  where  the  Same  were  Read  as  follows,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  whole  Right  of 
imposing  Taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  his  Majestys  Colony  and  Dominion 
of  Virginia  is  now  and  ever  hath  been  legally  and  Constitutionally  vested  in 
the  House  of  Burgesses  Lawfully  Convened  according  to  the  Ancient  and 
Established  Practice  with  the  consent  of  tlie  Councill  and  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Great  Brittain  or  his  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

[p.  28. 1  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Comraitiee,  That  it  is 
the  undoubted  privilege  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  Petition  their 
Sovereign  for  Redress  of  Grievances;  and  that  it  is  lawfull  and  expedient  to 
procure  the  concurrence  of  bis  Majestys  other  Colonies  in  dutiful)  Adilresseu 
praying  the  Royal  interposition  in  favour  of  the  violated  Rights  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this.  Committee,  That  all  Tryals  for 
Treason,  Misprision  of  Treason,  or  for  any  Felony  or  Crime  whatsoever 
committed  and  done  in  this  his  Majestys  said  Colony  and  Dominion  by  any 
pei-son  or  persons  Residing  therein  ought  of  Right  to  be  had  and  conducted 
in  and  before  his  Majestys  Courts  held  within  the  said  Colony  according  to 
the  fixed  and  known  course  of  Proceeding;  and  that  the  seizing  any  person 
or  persons  Residing  in  this  Colony  suspected  of  any  Crime  whatsoever  com- 
mitted therein  •and  sending  such  person  or  persons  to  places  beyond  the 
Sea  to  be  tried  is  highly  Derogatory  of  the  Riglits  of  Brittish  subjects,  as 
thereby  the  inestimable  priviledge  of  being  tryed  by  a  Jury  from  the  Vicin- 
age as  well  as  the  liberty  of  summoning  and  producing  Witnesses  on  such 
tryal  will  be  taken  away  fix»m  the  party  accused. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  an  Humble  Dutyful^ 
and  Loyal  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  to  assure  him  of  our  Inviola- 
ble Attachment  to  his  Sacred  Person  and  Government,  and  to  beseech  his 
Royal  interposition  as  the  father  of  all  his  People  however  Remote  from  the 
seat  of  his  Empire  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Loyal  subjects  of  this  Colony 
and  to  avert  from  them  those  Dangers  and  miseries  which  will  ensue  trom 
the  seizing  and  carrying  beyond  Sea  any  persons  Residing  in  America  sus-. 
pected  of  any  crime  whatsoever  to  be  tryed  in  any  other  manner  than  by  the 
ancient  and  long  established  course  of  Proceeding. 

The  said  Resolutions  being  severally  Read  a  second  Time. 

Resolved,  Nemine  Contradicente, 

Tliat  the  House  Doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolutions. 

Ordered  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  do  transmit  without  Delay  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  several  Houses  of  Assembly  on  this  Continent  a  Copy  of  the 
"Resolutions  now  agreed  to  by  this  House,  Requesting  their  couciirrence 
therein. 

A  true  Copy  Extracted  Irom  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Burgesses. 

G.  Wtthk,  C.  H.B. 
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[p.  20.1  Answer  to  the  Second  Virginia  Letter. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Ap'  ll'**,  1770. 
Sir—  ^ 

I  Received  your  Letter  of  the  19^''  of  May  1709  with  the  Resolves  of  your 
Honorable  ftouse  of  Burgesses,  ami  laid  tlie  same  before  tiie  Assembly  of  the 
Province  at  their  next  Session  in  January  last.  They  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  favour  of  haviug  your  sentiments  on  the  Rights  of  his  Majesty's  subject* 
communicated  to  them,  which  are  so  similar  to  our  own,  lor  which  I  am 
Directed  to  Return  your  House  of  Burgesses  the  thanlis  of  this  Assembly. 

We  Rejoice  to  see  the  unanimity  in  Sentiments  in  tlie  Colonies  in  those 
Important  Points. 

We  have  sent  sum  further  Instructions  to  our  Agent  this  Session  on  those 
Interesting  Allkirs:  Altho'  we  are  in  Daily  hopes  oi  Hearing  our  Gracious 
Sovereign  has  caused  those  matters  of  Grievance  to  be  Removed. 

I  also  inclose  you  a  Duplicate  of  our  Answer  lo  your  letter  of  the  9  May 
1768,  and  am 

Honourable  Sir,  your  most  Respectfull  and  obedient  servant 

By  order  of  the  Assembly, 

of  New  Hampshire 

P.  GiLMAN,  Speaker. 
Payton  Randolph,  Esq"". 

Directed  to  the  Hon'''^  the  Speaker  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Burgesses 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia. 


Maryland  Letter. 

Maryland,  FeW  2C"»,  1770. 
Se. 

A  copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Burgesse.s  of  the  Colony  of 
Virginia  entered  into  the  Iti'^  of  May  last  being  sent  to  me  by  the  Honoura- 
ble Speaker  was  laid  before  the  House  of  Delegates  of  this  Province  at  their 
Cession  in  November  last,  who  upon  consiileration  thereof  were  of  opinion 
they  could  not  more  clearly  evince  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
[p.  30. 1  very  Respectable  House  of  Burgesses  of  his  Majesty's  Ancient  Colony 
of  Virginia  on  so  alarming  an  occasion  than  by  Readily  and  Unanimously 
entering  into  Resolutions  of  a  Similar  uature,  a  copy  of  which  in  obedience 
to  their  order  I  now  tran.sniitt  you,  as  I  do  to  the  Speakers  of  all  the  other 
Houses  of  Assembly  on  the  Continent. 
And  am  with  the  greatest  Respect      ' 

S'".  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Robert  Floyd,  Speaker. 

Directed 

To  the  Hon'''''  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives  of  the  Province 
of  New  Hampshire. 


Maryland  Mesolves. 

By  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  November 
Session  1769. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  this 
Province  in  tlieir  Legislative  capacity  with  the  iVssent  of  the  other  part  of 
the  Legislature  have  the  sole  Right  to  lay  taxes  and  impositions  on  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Province  or  their  property  and  effecta,  And  that  the  laying, 
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imposing,  levying  or  Collecting  any  tax  on  or  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Mary- 
land under  colour  of  any  other  authority  is  unconstitutional  and  a  Direct 
violation  of  the  Rights  of  the  freemen  of  this  Province. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  it  is  the  undoubted  Privilege  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province  to  Petition  their  Sovereign  for  Redress  of  Grievances, 
And  that  it  is  Lawfull  and  Expedient  to  procure  tbe  concurrence  of  his  3Iaj- 
estys  other  Colonies  in  Dutiful  Addresses  praying  th"  Royal  interposition  in 
favour  of  the  violated  Rights  of  America. 

Resolved  Unanimously.  That  all  Tryals  for  Tn^ason,  Misprision  of  Tn;asoii 
or  any  felony  or  Crime  whatsoever  committed  or  done  in  this  Province  ought- 
of  Right  to  be  had  and  conducted  in  and  before  the  Courts  of  Law  held 
within  this  Province  icrording  to  the  fixed  and  known  Course  of  Proceeding ; 
And  that  the  seizing  any  person  or  persons  suspected  of  any  crime  whatso- 
ever committed  in  this  Province  and  sending  such  person  or  persons  U> 
[p.  31.)  places  beyond  the  Sea  to  be  tryed  is  highly  derogatory  of  the 
Rights  of  Brittish  Subjects  as  thereby  the  Inestimable  Privilege  of  beint; 
tryed  by  a  Jury  from  the  vicinage  xs  well  ;is  the  liberty  of  Summoning  and 
Producing  witnesses  on  such  tryal.will  be  taken  away  from  the  Party  accu-'ed. 


A7tswer  to  the  Mart/land  Letter. 

Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire,  April  11"',  177<'. 
SB— 

I  have  Received  your  Letter  of  the  26"*  Feb^  witli  the  Resolves  of  your 
Lower  House  of  Assembly,  which  1  have  laid  before  ihe  Assembly  of  tlii* 
Province  at  their  next  meeting  after  the  Receipt  of  yours.  Tliey  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  favour  sliown  them  in  communicating  your  sentiments  on 
the  Rights  of  bis  Maje<tvs  American  subjects  in  this  critical  conjuncture  of 
affairs  :  And  I  am  Directed  to  Return  your  Assembly  the  thanks  of  this 
House.  Your  Resolves  are  approved  here,  and  we  Rejoice  to  see  the  Union 
and  Resolution  of  the  Colonies  to  support  and  Defend  their  Liberties,  and  we 
heartily  joyn  with  you  by  all  proper  ways  and  means  to  endeavor  to  maintain 
the  freedom  to  which  his  Majestys  Suljjects  in  America  as  well  us  in  Great 
Brittain  have  a  just  Right. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  Humble  and  most  obedient  Servant. 
By  order  of  the  House 

of  Representatives. 

P.    (tILMAn,  Speakei. 

The  Hdusc   .Klioiiriie'l   to  MdikIhv  next  ten  o'clock  in  the  lintj- 
noon. 


[p.  32.]  Monday,  Auril  16'"  1770,  p.  hi. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Hobuft  be  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Voted,  That  John  Sherburne  and  Jacob  Sheatis  Esq"  be  a  C/oni- 
rnittee  to  joyn  with  such  a.*  may  be  a[)pointed  by  the  Hon''"' 
Conncill  to  Receive  Guns  .md  any  other  stores  belonging  to  the 
Province,  ot  the  hite  expedition  that  aie  in  the  hands  of  the  hite 
Committee  of  war  or  any  of  tliem  and  sell  the  same  at  Publick 
Vendue  as  rsoon  as  may  be  and  put  tlie  money  arising  thereby  into 
the  Treasury  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Gen'  Aes°'  may  order.  Sent 
up  by  Maj'  Wright.  [Concurred,  &  Hon"'*  Daniel  Warner  &  Dan* 
Rogers  Es(^''  added.] 
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The  Depy  Sec^  Brot  Down  ilie  following  written  message  from 
his  Excellency,  viz. 

[p.  -iS.]     Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  — 

As  the  General  Assembly  hath  not  been  one  hour  delay' d  by  me  since  my 
iirrival  iu  the  Province  and  the  immense  Expence  of  Long  Sessions  been 
much  Regretted,  I  therefore  have  examined  the  various  matters  Prepared  for 
the  Chair  this  last  week  which  are  inueed  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
whole:  Notwithstanding  the  severe  and  Painfull  Indisposition  which  still 
continues  to  afflict  me  and  and  puts  it  out  of  my  Power  at  this  time  to  con- 
vey all  those  Remarks  which  Result  from  the  Publick  business  Done  &  lett 
undone  in  this  Sessions,  I  Return  you  my  thanks  for  the  Provision  made  for 
the  support  of  his  Majestys  Government  the  ensuing  year.  The  Supply  Bill 
granted  shall  be  faithfully  apply' d.  It  is  with  the  Greatest  Pleasure  that  I 
congratulate  you  that  no  man  can  justly  say  the  taxes  are  heavy,  for  the 
whole  Does  not  Exceed  Ss  S'^  Proc'*  money  to  each  Rateable  in  the  Province. 
Perhaps  if  exactly  known  and  taken  not  ^6^ ;  an  instance  I  believe  heretofore 
unexampled  in  any  Province  or  Country  whatever.  Many  towns  in  our 
Neighbouring  Provinces  Raise  Double  and  some  much  more;  hence  we 
surely  have  great  Reason  to  Rejoice. 

In  examining  the  Votes  of  allowances  I  find  Notable  Sums  granted  for  Es- 
capes from  the  Province  Goal,  had  one  filth  part  of  these  sums  been  timely 
granted  to  Repair  and  Secure  the  Prison  the  Remainder  would  have  been 
Reputably  and  Generously  saved  to  your  Constituents.  I  cannot  well  Enter 
into  a  Particular  Disquisition  upon  the  other  votes  of  this  sort  only  thus  far 
in  general  to  observe  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  time  spent  in  the  Defalca- 
tions &  grindings  off  from  them  will  for  every  penny  thus  saved  cost  the 
Province  at  least  a  Pound  in  the  time  of  the  General  Court  actually  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury, 

As  to  my  acco'  of  Expences  on  a  Journey  to  Boston  upon  a  tryal  of  Piracy 
the  small  Pareing  you  have  voted  is  the  object  of  my  Pity,  because  the  service 
was  truely  solely  and  most  importantly  Provincial.  It  was  Discharged  with 
due  Regard  to  the  Honour  of  the  Province,  and  the  whole  sum  uprightly 
expended  in  it ;  however  if  any  one  honest  taxable  in  the  Province  is  com- 
forted in  the  one  penny  thus  saved  to  him  out  of  the  money  from  my  Pocket 
I  p.  34.]  I  do  Rejoice  at  the  vote,  am  Ready  to  present  and  add  the  sum 
granted  and  heartily  wish  the  whole  Expence  annually  paid  by  the  Province 
tor  travelling  was  so  usefully  disposed  of. 

Thus  Gentlemen  I  find  my  Salary  for  the  year  1769  Reduced  to  six  hundred 
and  fifty  Pounds  at  a  time  when  I  appeal  to  every  member  of  your  House  for 
your  opinion  that  the  Salary  granted  me  hath  never  come  near  to  the  support 
of  my  mere  Family  expences  in  any  year  since  I've  been  in  the  Province, 
and  this  year  hath  Rendered  it  prudent  for  me  to  Retire  to  my  own  Estate  in 
the  Country  to  make  your  grant  more  adequate  to  my  support,  being  ever 
Desirous  Rather  to  sutter  in  my  Private  fortune  than  have  an  adequate  Pub- 
hck  income  from  any  other  than  the  voluntary  Justice  and  generosity  of  the 
People  of  the  Province  whose  individual  manliness  of  Spirit  I  know  and 
Honour.  In  this  vote  fifty  Pounds  is  somehow  stoped :  In  the  next  vote  I 
find  full  four  times  the  sum  yielded  unasked,  and  I  believe  unexpected  being 
the  Interest  of  more  than  five  hundred  Pounds  Sterling  in  cash  Received  by 
two  gentlemen,  and  had  at  least  five  years  without  voteing  it  should  be  asked 
of  them,  which  had  it  been  there  can  be  no  doubt  from  the  fair  Reputation 
and  Integrity  of  those  two  gentlemen  would  have  Readily  been  accompted. 
for,  as  it  was  most  undoubtedly  Due,  but  is  now  become  exactly  one  tenth 
part  of  the  Province  tax  for  this  year  and  your  Constituents  will  Pay  it. 

My  painfull  "Indisposition  is  too  great  to  allow  of  my  Proceeding  through 
the  whole  I  intended.  I  have  consented  to  such  acts  and  votes  as  appear  tO' 
me  for  the  Publick  service. 

1  have  now  only  to  thank  both  Houses  for  the  moderation  and  good  Dis- 
17 
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position  with  which  the  business  of  the  Session  has  been  conducted  and  to 
wish  the  same  Harmony  and  unanimity  that  has  hitherto  Distinguished  this 
Province  may  ever  continue  to  be  the  source  of  their  Honour  and  Prosperity : 
and  as  nothing  further  appears  likely  at  this  time  to  be  transacted  for  the 
Publick  good  I  have  tho't  it  best  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  Prorogue  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  Tuesday  the  19"*  June  next  and  this 
General  Court  is  accordingly  Prorogued  to  said  Day. (a) 

J'Wentworth. 

New  Hampshire 

Counciil  Chamber  16"'  April  1770. 


r    (a)  [Votes.  acc»,  petitions  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by  the 
Council  from  March  20"^  to  April  16*^,  1770.  J 

Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Petition  of  Noah  Rawlins,  to  redeem  certain  land. 
Leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  Patrick  Bonner,  for  support.  The  town  of  Litchfield  ordered 
to  make  provision  for  the  same. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Hillsborough  to  oblige  the  Proprietors  of  Society's 
lands  to  maintain  a  road,  —  hearing  granted  &  Com.  appointed. 

Petition  of  Richard  Jenness,  3<*,  as  agent  from  the  town  of  Deerfield  for  a 
tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  land,  for  building  a  meeting  house  —  hearing 
granted. 

Acct.  of  Daniel  and  Robert  Fowle  for  printing,  allowed  £4:  11. 

Acct.  of  Wm.  Apple  ton  for  books  for  Records,  allowed  £13:  12. 

Muster  roll  of  Capt.  Thos.  Bell,  of  soldiers  in  fort  Wm.  &  Mary,  allowed 
£165:  10:  9. 

Acct.  of  Thos.  Bell,  for  graving  the  Governor's  barge,  allowed  £1:3:3  1-2, 
Bill  of  cost  for  the  tryal  of  Maurice  Cavenaugh  charged  with  the  murder  of 
George  Henderson,  paid  £7 :  16 :  0. 
Rev.  Dr.  Langdon,  as  chaplain,  allowed  50s. 
Rev.  Mr.  Haven,  as  chaplain,  allowed  50s. 

Rev.  Arthur  Brown,  as  Chaplain  of  the  Council,  allowed  £5  lawful  money. 
Thomas  Packer,  Sheritf.  allowed  £25,  L^i  m>',  for  services. 
Acct.  of  Richard  Jenness,  3*^  for  wood,  allowed  £7 :  4  L'  m>'. 
Acct.  of  Eleazer  Russell  for  Governor's  postage,  allowed  £20:  8:  10  L,  m. 
Acct.  of  Theo.  Atkinson,  Esq.  for  books  for  Sec^s  office,  allowed  £12:  17:  6. 
Acct  of  Geo.  Jaffrey  for  sundry  articles  of  printing,  allowed  £5:  11. 

Acct.  of  John  Penhallow  for  fire-shovel,  tongs  &  bellows  for  the  use  of 
Gen'  Assem.  allowed  lis  L.  m. 

Wm.  Parker,  Esq.  for  drawing  Acts,  «fec.  allowed  £14:  12. 

Sam'  Livermore,  Esq.  for  drawing  Acts,  allowed  £14:  13. 

His  Excellency  gave  his  consent  to  sundry  accts.  and  allowances,  which  the 
Council  had  concurred,  and  also  to  the  following  papers,  viz. 

The  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  as  a 
supply  for  the  year  1770. 

An  Act  for  continuing  the  Excise  Act,  one  year  from  the  24''»  Sept,  1770, 
An  Act  to  preserve  the  fish  in  Piscataqua  River. 

An  act  to  Esteblish  an  equitable  method  of  making  Rates  &  Taxes  &  deter- 
mining who  shall  be  legal  voters  in  Town  affairs. 
An  Act  tor  the  maintenance  &  supply  of  the  Ministry  within  this  Province. 
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Tlie  vote  for  accepting  the  Report  of  the  Comm'^^  appointed  to  settle  the 
Treasurers  AccK 

The  vote  appointing  a  Com'**  to  keep  his  Majesty's  Goal  in  Portsm"  in 
proper  repairs. 

The  vote  for  enlisting  men  for  Fort  William  &  Mary  for  1770. 

Tlie  vote  for  a  C'ora'^^  to  farm  the  Excise. 

The  General  Assembly  was  by  the  Governor's  Proclamation 
further  Prorogued  to  the  18"*  of  Sept.  and  by  Another  Proclama- 
tion to  y*"  IS"*  of  Nov'  and  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  11"*  De- 
cemb^ 


Proclamation  by  the  Governor. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Corr.,  Vol.  lU,  p.  309.] 

Province  of   I 

New  Hamp'  j  By  his  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esquire,  Captain  Gen- 
eral, Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  following  Proclamation  having  been  transmitted  to  me  by  Commodore 
Gambler,  1  have  thought  tit  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  published,  hereby  requiring  all  Magistrates  and  others 
within  this  Province,  whom  it  may  concern  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
cause  that  the  Tenor  thereof  be  complied  with  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  at  Portsmouth,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
December  in  the  Eleventh  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign,  Annoque  Domini 
1770. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

with  Advice  of  Council. 


Proclamation. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Corr.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  307.] 

By  James  Gambier  Esq''  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  employed  or  to  be  employed  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence  and  along 
the  Coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Islands  of  St.  John  and  Cape  Breton,  aud 
thence  to  Cape  Florida  and  the  Bahama  Islands. 

It  having  been  represented  to  me  that  several  Seamen  and  Marines  who 
have  since  the  first  of  October  last  deserted  from  his  Majesty's  ships  on  this 
Station,  are  now  lurl<ing  in  diflerent  parts  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Prov- 
inces, thoroughly  sensible  of  their  fault,  but  deterr'd  from  returning  to  their 
duty  through  fear  of  punishment:  I  do,  in  consideration  thereof  hereby 
promise  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  Pardon  to  all  such  who  shall  before  the 
first  of  February  next,  return  to  the  King's  ships  to  which  they  belong,  or 
repair  on  Board  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  at  the  different  Ports  in  North 
America,  with  desire  of  returning  to  the  King's  service.  And  as  a  further 
inducement  for  them  to  return  to  their  duly  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
■^fages  that  was  due  to  them  from  the  several  ships  at  the  time  they  deserted. 
But  if  any  of  those  Seamen  or  Marines  shall  neglect  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  Act  of  indulgence,  they  can  have  no  reason  to  expect  favor  and  may 
depend  upon  being  punished  according  to  martial  Law  whenever  they  shall 
be  apprehended. 

And  it  being  extremely  to  be  wished  that  his  Majesty's  Ships  could  be  kept 
compleat  in  their  Complements  of  Seamen  by  any  other  expedient  than  the 
very  disagreeable  necessity  of  distressing  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies  by  press- 
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ing  any  of  the  Seamen  in  the  service  of  the  Merchants,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  and 
is  earnestly  requested  that  all  Merchants  and  Masters  of  trading  snips  and 
vessels  will  not  only  refrain  hiring  the  King's  Seamen  into  their  service,  but 
also  by  every  means  in  their  power  discountenance  desertion. 

And  in  order  to  encourage  the  apprehending  Deserters  and  Stragglers  from 
the  Squadron  under  my  command,  I  do  hereby  promise  a  reward  of  forty 
shillings  sterling  to  any  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  apprehend  a  Deserter, 
and  twenty  shillings  for  every  Straggler,  to  be  paid  immediately  by  the  Cap- 
tain oi  Commander  of  the  King's  Ship  to  whom  such  Deserters  or  Stragglers 
shall  be  delivered.  And  if  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  inform  an  officer  of 
any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  where  a  Deserter  or  Straggler  may  be  apprehended ; 
if  such  Deserter  or  Straggler  be  taken  in  consequence  thereof,  the  Person  or 
Persons  who  gave  the  information  shall  receive  the  above  mentioned  reward. 
Given  under    my  hand  on  board  his    Majesty's  Ship  Salisbury  in  Boston 

Harbor  the  10"^  day  of  December,  1770. 


By  Comand  of  the  Comodore 

Cha8  Lyell. 


J.  Gambier. 


[p.  35.]  Tuesday  Dec^  11'*  1770. 

Met  according  to   adjournm'.    The  Sec'  by  his   Excellency'? 
Direction  adjourned  the  Gen^  Ass™,  till  Thursday  next  ten  o'clock 

A*  M* 


Thursday  Dec^  13,  1770,  a.  m. 

A  message  was  sent  by  Capt.  Bell  &  Mr.  Baker  to  inform  his 
Excellency  that  there  is  a  Quorum  of  the  members  met. 

The  Depy  Sec'  Bro't  Down  the  following  written  message  from 
his  Exc'  the  Governor,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  <fc  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  meet  the  Gen'  Ass™  with  increased  Pleasure  as  it  affords  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  congratulating  them  on  the  General  Prosperity  of  this  Province.  To 
enact  such  new  Laws,  to  Revive  and  Prolong  those  that  are  Expired  and  near 
expiring  which  may  promote  &  Establish  these  benefits,  I  recommend  and 
trust  will  do  honour  to  this  Sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 

It  is  again  my  Duty  to  move  that  some  etfectual  measures  be  adopted  for 
making  Roads  through  the  Province;  this  is  not  only  necessary  but  Essential 
to  the  Publick  good.  The  encouragement  of  Learning  has  ever  been  the  care 
of  wise  Legislators  in  all  ages.  The  present  day  calls  upon  this  Assembly  to 
prove  that  the  People  of  this  Province  are  also  the  friends  and  Patrons  of 
Literature  by  making  some  grant  for  the  support  of  Dartmouth  College  at 
Hanover  in  this  Province,  whose  Infant  Institution  Requires  aid.  This  is  the 
cause  of  Education  and  of  Religion ;  it  is  therefore  your  Peculiar  care. 

The  Limitation  of  the  Act  for  totally  calling  in  the  Paper  currency  having 
taken  place  before  the  proposed  End  could  be  etfected  I  particularly  Recom- 
mend your  earliest  consideration  to  effect  so  salutary  and  just  a  purpose. 

[P-  -WJ  (1)  It  also  appears  that  the  Laws  for  collecting  the  Excise  are  not 
fully  sufficient  whereby  the  fair  Trader  alone  pays  that  Duty  and  others  evade 
it  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Province. 

(1)  This  paging  is  evidently  erroneous,  but  I  follow  the  copy.— Ed. 


1770. 1  JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOUSE.  261 

I  cannot  omit  Recommeuding  that  some  Provision  be  made  for  Repairs  of 
the  Castle  William  &  Mary  and  to  enlarge  the  Garrison  without  which  the 
Xotal  insecurity  of  the  Principal  Part  of  the  Province  must  be  alarming  on 
every  report  of  a  war.  which  event  should  not  happen  to  a  Prudent  People 
unpreparadly. 

In  all  things  for  the  welfare  safety  and  honour  of  the  Province,  I  shall  re- 
joice to  concur ;  and  to  Reciprocate  with  both  Houses  of  Assembly  in  every 
cultivation  of  unanimity  and  Diligence. 


Council  Chamber  13*»»  Dec^  1770. 


J'Wentwohth. 


Thursday,  Dec^  IS'"  1770,  p.  m. 

Voted  William  Parker  John  Sherburne  &  Meschech  Weare 
Esq"  be  a  Com'"  to  Prepare  an  answer  to  the  Gov"  message  of 
this  Day  and  lay  it  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[p.  41.1  Voted  That  William  Parker,  John  Sherburne  Chris'" 
Toppan  Esq"  and  Capt.  John  Giddinge  be  a  Cora'**  to  Prepare  a 
Scheme  for  putting  a  final  Period  to  the  outstanding  Paper  Bills 
and  lay  the  same  before  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Mr.  Warren  bro't  into  the  House  the  accorapt  Sales  of  the 
Excise,  and  Treasurer's  Receipt  for  y"  Bond,  &  Chairman's  Re- 
port —  copys  whereof  follow,  viz. 

Accompt  Sales  of  the  Province  Excise  as  the  same  may  be  sold  by  Publick 
Vendue  by  order  of  the  Com'«*  of  the  Gen'  Court  at  the  house  of  James 
Stoodly  Esq'  in  Portsmouth  on  the  third  Day  of  May  1770. 


Sold  the  Second  Division  to  John  Hurd,  Esq''  £70:  0:  0 

Do.    the  third  Division  to  Sam'  Blodgett,  Esq^  100: 0:  0 

Do.    the  First  Division  to  Sam'  Blodgett,  Esq''.  460 :  0 :  0 


L.  M. 


£630. 
Sold  in  the  Presence  of  the  Cora'^ 
and  a  Number  of  Good  Bidders. 

John  Wendall,  Vendue  Master. 

Received  of  the  Hon'"'  Jonathan  Warner,  Esq.  from  the  Com***  for  selling 
the  Excise  from  Sepf  1769  to  Sep"'  1770,  Sam'  Blodgett  Esq  &  Co.  Bond  con- 
ditional to  pay  for  said  Excise  the  sum  six  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  Law' 
money. 

Portsm'^  Aug'  24"'  1770. 

P""  Geo.  Jaffrey,  Treasf. 

Province  of  New  Hamp"',  Portsm'^  May  23*^,  1770. 

Agreeable  to  vote  of  Gen'  Ass'"  Jan>  24,  1770  appointing  a  Com***  for  farm- 
ing out  the  Excise  We  met  at  Sam'  Stoodly,  Esq'^  May  3^  1770  and  sold  the 
same  in  three  Divisions  to  Sam'  Blodgett,  Esq'  for  six  hundred  and  thirty 
Pounds  Law'  money  for  which  we  have  taken  his  Bond  for  that  sume  and 
have  Deliver' d  the  same  to  the  Hon"^'  George  Jafirey  Esq""  Treasurer  and 
taken  his  Rec'. 

Jona.  Warner,  Chairman  of  Com'««. 
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[p.  43.]  Saturday  DeC"  15'\  1770. 

The  Com'**  for  Preparing  an  ans"^  to  his  Exc>-*  Speech  laid  the 
following  Draft  of  an  ans"^  before  the  House,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Representatives  most  gratefully  acknowledge  the  Propriety 
of  the  several  matters  recommended  to  their  Attention  in  your  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  Sessions  of  the  Gen'  Assembly;  which  exhibits  a  vigi- 
lant and  tender  Regard  to  the  General  welfare  of  the'Province,  the  Prosperity 
of  which,  as  it  is  the  Grand  object  of  their  wish  will  always  give  them  the 
greatest  complacency. 

The  care  of  the  Laws  your  Excellency  justly  recommends  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  in  the  first  place,  as  claiming  a  particular  Regard,  &  which 
the  House  esteems  to  be  their  Honor  as  well  as' Duty. 

The  House  concur  in  sentiments  with  your  Excellency  that  the  making 
good  Roads  through  the  Province  is  an  object  of  great  Importance  to  the 
public  Emolument,  the  effecting  of  which,  they  are  desirous  may  be  aocom- 
plished  by  the  most  equitable  means. 

The  great  scarcity  of  money  in  the  Province,  the  Ballance  of  tlie  Trade  of 
the  Province  being  generally  against  the  Trader,  and  the  great  difficulty  of 
discharging  the  Debts  which  must  necessarily  arise  in  carrying  into  Execution 
several  of  the  articles  recommended,  will  oblige  the  House  to  such  gradual 
and  slow  measures  as  may  carry  the  appearance  of  neglect ;  yet  as  far  as  they 
apprehend  the  Abilities  of  their  constituents  can  reasonably  extend  tliey  will 
attentively  regard  the  admonition. 

The  House  with  pleasure  observe  your  Excellency's  sentiments  respecting 
[p.  44.]  the  Encouragement  and  Importance  of  Learning,  and  the  just  Regard 
that  all  wise  governments  have  always  discovered  for  the  cultivation  of  Litera- 
ture, and  look  upon  the  Establishment  of  Dartmouth  College  in  this  Province 
(on  a  Plan  so  Catholic  and  generous  as  they  have  been  informed,  having  no 
knowledge  of  it  in  any  other  way)  a  pregnant  proof  of  your  Excellency's  great 
esteem  of  Science,  and  your  paternal  Regard  for  the  future  Prosperity  of  this 
Province.  The  House  will  accordingly  consider  what  Encouragement  they 
may  (consistent  with  their  fidelity  and  Regard  to  the  circumstances  of  those 
they  Represent)  give  to  this  Infant  Institution,  when  they  shall  be  duly  in- 
formed of  the  Constitution  it  is  under. 

Whatever  is  further  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  by 
your  Excellency  they  promise  a  proper  attention  to,  and  sball  congratulate 
themselves  upon  being  mutually  serviceable  to  the  public  Welfare. 

Voted  That  the  foregoing  answer  to  his  Excellency's  Speech  of 
the  13"*  Instant  be  presented  to  him. 

Sent  to  his  Excellency  by  Col"  Goffe  &  Maj""  Hobart. 


Monday,  Dec^  17"^  1770,  p.  ii. 

Voted  That  Jacob  Sheafe,  John  Sherburne  &  Sam'  Hobart,  Esq" 
be  a  Com'"  ot  this  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Hon'"'*  his  Majesty's  Councill,  to  count  the  Bills  of  Credit 
of  this  Province  which  are  now  in  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt,  and 
to  lock  up  the  same  in  the  Province  Strong  Box,  and  make  Re- 
port to  the  Gen'  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Maj"" 
Wright.  [Concurred,  and  Hon.  Theo.  Atltinson,  Jona.  Warner,  & 
Daniel  Rindge,  Esq",  added.] 
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[p.  45.]  Tuesday  Dec'  IS"'  1770. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  this  Province  to  Borrow 
money  for  the  use  of  the  Province  to  redeem  the  bills  of  this 
Province  which  yet  remain  in  the  Possession  of  Private  Persons, 
and  to  apply  the  same  accordingly,  and  to  give  Notes  of  hand  as 
Treasurer  in  behalf  of  the  Province  to  secure  the  repayment  of 
the  money  which  shall  be  so  Borrowed,  and  also  to  authorize  the 
Treasurer  to  give  his  Notes  as  therein  Directed  for  Redeeming 
any  of  said  Bills  which  the  Sura  that  shall  be  so  Borrowed  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  Redeem. 

Having  been  three  times  Read  Voted  That  it  Pass  to  be  En- 
acted.    Sent  up  by  Mr.  Burley. 


[p.  46.]  Wednesday  Dec'  19"^  1770. 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Esq'  &  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  a 
Com"""  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Hon'''''  Councill  to  fai-m  out  the  Excise  on  Spirituous  liquors 
to  a  Receiver  or  Receivers  as  they  shall  judge  best,  to  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor  to  make  a  faithftil  collection  of  the  same, 
and  that  the  money  arising  thereby  be  put  into  the  Province 
Treasury  to  be  apply'd  to  the  use  of  the  Government  as  the  Gov- 
ernor, Councill  and  Assembly  shall  order, —  this  selling  of  farming 
shall  be  for  one  year  only  commencing  the  first  Tuesday  in  Sept' 
1770,  and  that  the  Receiver  or  Receivers  to  whom  the  Same  shall 
be  farmed  or  Lett  Shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being  as  the  Com"'''  shall  direct.  Sent  up  by  Capt. 
Giddinge.  [Concurred,  and  Hon**'^  Jona.  Warner  &  Daniel  Rindge 
Esq"  added.] 


[p.  47.]  Fryday  Dec'  21,  1770. 

Whereas  sundry  Laws  of  this  Province,  viz.  An  act  to  promote 
the  increase  of  sheep.  An  Act  to  Enable  the  Court  of  Gen'  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  to  grant  as  many  Tavern  keepers  in  each  Town 
Parish  or  Precinct  within  this  Province  as  they  shall  judge  con- 
venient. An  act  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  such  Towns  in  this 
Province  as  have  not  had  a  Regular  method  to  call  Town  meet- 
ings or  at  present  have  no  such  method  to  call  them  hereafter  as 
the  Law  Directs,  An  act  in  a<ldition  to  several  Laws  of  the  Prov- 
ince Relating  to  Proprietors  directing  how  Proprietary  meetings 
[p.  48.]  of  the  owners  of  Lands  and  o^her  Real  Estate  lying  and 
held  in  common  and  undivided  may  be  called  and  their  common 
and  Publick  Affairs  transacted.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  Laws  of 
this  Province  for  regulating  the  management  of  swine,  An  act  to 
Regulate  the  Price  and  assise  of  Bread,  An  Act  for  preventing 
&  suppressing  Riots,  Routs  &  unlawful  Assemblies, —  all  which 
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were  made  temporary  &  are  now  Expired,  having  been  found  use- 
tull,  therefore 

Voted,  That  an  Act  be  prepared  and  passed  for  reviving  the  said 
several  Acts  for  the  term  of  five  years  fi-om  the  time  of  passing 
the  Act  of  Revival,  and  that  the  act  entituled  an  Act  more  eftect- 
ually  to  prevent  profane  cursing  and  swearing  be  revived  and 
raad'e  perpetual.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Carlton,  Dec.  22''. 


[p.  49.]  Saturday  Dec'  22^  1770. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Livermore  &  Moses  Little  Esqs.  a 
Com""^  on  behalf  of  y*"  Proprietors  of  Plymouth  Praying  that  a 
Coin"^*  may  be  appointed  to  settle  a  Bound  which  Relates  to 
sundry  Places  &  is  in  Dispute, 

Voteii  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  on  this  Petition  on  the 
fourth  Day  of  the  siting  of  the  Gen'  Ass"'  after  the  first  Day  of 
March  next  and  that  they  cause  the  substance  of  the  Petition  and 
onler  of  Court  to  be  published  in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazett  six 
weeks  that  any  Person  may  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  the 
Petitioners  should  not  be  granted.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Toppan.(a) 

((0  Jour.  C.  &  Ass'"  Dec.  22'i  1770.  Mr.  Toppan  brot  up  from  the  House 
the  Petition  of  Samuel  Livermore  Esq''  and  Moses  Little,  a  Committee  of  the 
Proprietors  of  Plymouth.  Praying  that  a  Committee  may  be  appointed  to 
settle  the  Bounds  of  said  Plymouth,  Campton,  Rumney  and  Cockermouth,(l) 
with  a  vote  of  the  house  thereon  grants  a  hearing.     Read  &  concurred. 


[p.  50.]  Monday,  Dec'  24,  1770. 

The  Dep"  Sec'   Brot  Down  the  following  Message  from  his 
Excellency,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

Capt.  Holland  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Sea  Cost  of  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict of  America,  having  made  an  otter  of  his  Readiness  to  survey  as  much  of 
the  Province  as  can  be  (lone  before  the  Season  Permitts  his  surveying  on  the 
Sea  Cost;  I  cannot  Omitt  Recommending  that  the  Hon'''  House  of  Assembly 
make  the  Provision  Proposed  in  his  letter  herewith  communicated,  to  avail 
the  Province  of  so  useful  and  important  a  service.  It  is  not  Probable  the 
Province  will  ever  again  have  such  an  opportunity  as  now  Results  from  Capt. 
Holland's  Respectable  offer  of  his  services  at  an  Expense  too  inconsiderable 
to  compare  with  the  great  &  lasting  advantages  to  y*^  Publick  which  it  com- 
prehends. (2) 

Mr.  Fisher  is  Dissatisfied  with  the  Rent  granted  to  him  for  the  House  that 
is  appropriated  for  my  Dwelling  which  is  not  quite  half  the  Law'  Interest  of 

1 1 )  Ndw  Grotoii.— Ed. 

Ci-A.  iii;ii>  •if  Uollanil's  Sinvey  of  the  Province  nf  Xew  Hainpshiie,  is  now  in  the  Library 
of  tht>  N.  K.  Hiot.  .Swiety.  It  was  publislicd  in  London,  1784.  To  those  who  are  furioun 
about  tlie  locality  of  the  Kaersarr/e  mountain,  and  the  ori^n  of  the  name,  it  may  be  men- 
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the  money  it  cost.  The  Hon'''  House  of  Assembly  will  take  this  letter  into 
consideration  and  also  of  some  means  to  Render  this  or  some  other  liouse 
more  convenient  &  Eiiuai  for  my  residence. 

J'Wentwobth. 
New  Hamp""  Councill  Chamber 
24'"  Dec"-  1770. 

The  Dep''  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  by  his  Excellency's 
Direction  adjourned  the  Gen'  Assembly  to  Wednesday  next  ten 
o'clock,  A.  >i. 


[p.  51.]  Wednesday  Dec'  26^  1770. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act  of  this  Province  passed  in  the  Pres- 
ent year  of  his  Majesty''s  Reign  the  Treasurer  is  authorizetl  and 
lmj)0\vered  to  Borrow  money  to  Redeem  and  Sink  all  the  Paper 
Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  now  outstanding,  and  whereas  it 
would  sreatlv  ease  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  Receive 
some  part  of  their  present  taxes  in  such  Bills. 

Therefore  Voted  and  Resolved  That  the  Treasurer  be  Directed 
t(^  Receive  such  Bills  in  payment  of  any  of  the  Province  taxea 
now  Outstanding  and  that  he  may  apply  so  much  of  the  money 
Borrowed  towards  payment  of  the  Publick  Debts  as  he  shall 
Receive  of  such  Bills  by  way  of  taxes.  Sent  up  by  Doc""  Bart- 
lett.     [Concurred.] 

The  House  taking  under  consideraflon  his  Excellency's  message 
of  the  '2V^  Inst. 

Voted  That  John  Sherbui-ne  &  Sam'  Livermore  Esq"  be  a 
Com'^'"  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  get  some  further  Information 
what  is  proposed  to  be  Done  in  the  Survey  of  the  Province 
Recommended  by  his  Message. 


[p.  "52.]  Thursday  Dec'  27^  1770,  p.  m. 

Voted  Mess'"  Jacob  Sheafe,  John  Giddinge  and  Samuel  Liver- 
more  of 'this  House  to  Joyn  with  such  as  y"  Hon**'  Councill  shall 
;i]>point,  to  purchase  a  stove  for  the  use  of  the  Courts  of  Justice 
and  to  place  the  same  in  the  Room  wherein  said  Courts  are  com- 
monly held  and  to  make  such  alteration  in  the  seats  &c.  of  said 
Room  as  the  Placeing  said  Stove  may  Require,  and  that  said 
Com''"  Draw  such  sum  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  not  exceeding  fifteen  Pounds. 
Sent  up"  by  Capt.  Merrill.  [Concurred,  and  Hon**'  Col,  Warner 
added.] 

tioned  that  it  is  laid  down  on  the  Map  exactly  as  now,  lying  west  of  the  town  of  Sali.^ibury 
anii  partly  in  Andover,  Sutton,  Wilmot.  and  i^  thus  desigiiatod:  ••  Kyar  Sarga,  Mt.,  by  th^ 
Indians  Cowissewaschook."  This  would  seem  to  determine  that  Kaersarge  is  not  tlio 
Indian  name,  as  Col.  C  E.  Potter  and  others  have  maintaineil;  but  the  question  is  still 
open  —  whence  the  origin  and  what  the  import  of  the  name?—  Ed. 
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[p.  53.]  Fryday  Dec'  28'"  1770. 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne,  Samuel  Livermore,  Otis  Baker, 
Christopher  Toppan  Esq"  and  Capt.  .John  Giddinge  be  a  Com'" 
to  consider  what  Repairs  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  Prov- 
ince House  for  Preserving  and  keeping  the  same  Decent,  and  to 
Report  to  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[p.  54.]  The  Depy  Sec>'  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Richard  Jenness  &  John  McDuffee  Esq"  Representing  that  they 
with  John  Hazzen  Esq''  were  a  Com"*  to  lay  out  and  make  a  Road 
from  Durham  through  Barrington  &c :  that  they  have  made  said 
Road  in  part  but  apprehend  there  is  some  Deficiency  in  the  Act 
for  making  and  defraying  the  charge,  &c.  and  praying  for  some 
aid. 


Saturday  Dec"^  29,  1770. 

The  petition  of  Richard  Jenness  Es([.  &  Mr.  John  McDutfee 
being  considered, 

Voted  that  Samuel  Livermore  &  Christopher  Toppan  Esq"  & 
Doctor  Thompson  be  a  Com'"  with  such  as  the  (a) 

[Three  pages  are  here  missing  from  the  "  Journal  of  the  House." — Ed.] 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ass™  Dec''  29,  1770.  A  member  from  the  House  bro't  up 
the  petition  of  Rich'^  Jenness  and  John  McDutfee,  sent  down  yesterday,  with 
a  vote  of  the  House  thereon  appointing  a  Committee  to  Join  a  Committee  of 
Council  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  petitioners  and  make  report  what 
method  may  be  most  equitable  for  raising  the  sum  due  to  the  Pet'*  for  laying 
out  the  Road  from  Durham  to  Cohass.  Read  and  concurred  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  sent,  down;  previously  adding  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  the  Hon'''* 
Daniel  Warner,  Dan'  Rindge  and  Daniel  Rogers,  Esq'*. 

{b)  Col.  Goffe  bro't  up  the  vote  for  reviving  sundry  Laws  &  vote  of  concur- 
rence thereon  excepting  that  the  Act  for  Licensing  Taverners  be  not  revived. 

(c)  Mr.  Baker  brought  up  from  the  House  a  vote  appointing  John  Sher- 
burne Esq'^  and  Mr.  Jacob  Sheaffe  a  Com'<^^  to  join  with  such  as  the  Council 
shall  appoint  to  repair  the  Courthouse  and  to  agree  with  some  person  for  one 
year  to  take  care  of  it  &e.  &  to  draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  defray  the 
charge  thereof.  Read  and  concurred,  and  the  Hon'''  Daniel  Pierce,  Esq^ 
added. 


Tuesday  Jan^  1'',  1771. 

Note.  —  The  vacancy  in  the  "  Journal  of  the  House"  continuing  —  the 
following  Record  is  from  the  Jour,  of  C.  &  Ass™  Jan-^  1^'  1771.— Ed. 

This  day  was  read  at  the  Board  &  sent  down  to  the  House,  a  Mess^  to  the 
House,  Recommending  a  revision  and  revival  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the 
Militia  of  the  Province. 
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Governor's  Message,  January  1,  1771. 
[Copied  from  MS.  GoV^  Mess*  Vol.  Ill,  p.  379.1 
Mr.  Speaker  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  present  appearances  of  inipendino:  War  leaves  us  no  time  to  loose  in 
making  effectual  preparations  for  the  Defence  &  Safety  of  the  Province,  par- 
ticularly in  forming  the  ^[ilitia  into  a  powerful  &  respectable  body,  which 
from  the  number  and  the  natural  Bravery  &  strength  of  the  Men,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly capable  of:  I  therefore  strenuously  recommend  a  Revision  of  the 
Laws  respecting  the  militia  — that  they  may  be  drawn  together  into  one  plain 
and  precise  Act,  comprehending  and  enforcing  all  that  is  necessary  &  useful 
for  the  Government  &  honour  of  this  service  —  Also  to  provide  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  Acts  may  be  printed  &  dispersed  to  ev'ry  Parish  enjoyn- 
ing  the  respective  ministers  to  read  it  annually  after  divine  service  in  their 
Churches,  by  w"^'>  means  it  will  be  universally  communicated  through  out  the 
Provmce,  unless  any  parishes  should  be  found  long  &  still  destitute  of  an 
established  public  worship,  for  such  Town  (whose  remissness  in  religious  duty 
indicates  a  diminished  prospect  of  their  Exertion  for  the  honor  &  defence  of 
their  King  &  Country)  I  doubt  not  immediate  care  will  be  taken  by  some 
proper  Law,  to  prevent  the  evil  of  reproach  of  public  Irreligion  from  fixing, 
and  that  the  Act  recommended  may  be  read  among  them. 

The  utility  of  an  uniformity  in  discipline  induces  me  to  move  the  Honora- 
ble Assembly,  That  they  wou'd  grant  a  Re-imbursement  for  printing  &  dis- 
persing a  proper  plan  of  military  Exercise,  which  I  shall  immediately  cause  to 
be  published,  and  practised  accordingly. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber 
1«  Jan>"  1771. 

Capt.  Greeley  br©' tup  from  the  House  a  vote  appointing  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Tho«  Westbrook  Waldron,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Samuel  Hobart  &  John 
Goffe  Esq"  a  Coma's  to  join  with  such  as  may  be  appointed  at  the  Board,  tO' 
make  a  revision  of  the  Militia  Laws  to  be  drawn  together  into  one  plain  & 
precise  Act  and  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be.  Read 
and  concurred  and  the  Hon'^'e  Daniel  Warner  &  Peter  Livius  Esq""*  added  to 
the  said  Com"^<^  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 


[Journal  of  the  House  here  resumed.] 
[p.  57.]  Tuesday  Jan^  P'  1771,  p.  m. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hillsborough  Prayin^  for  an 
Act  to  oblige  the  owners  of  the  Land  called  the  Society  Land  to 
maintain  a  way  Being  considered, 

Voted  That  the  Petitioners  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  Purpose  mentioned  in  the  Petition.  Sent  up  by  Col.  Goffe. 
[Read  and  ordered  to  lay.] 


Thursday,  Jan^  'i'^  1771,  p.  m. 

[p.  59.]  The  Depy  Sec^  bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of 
Rich'^  Jenness  &  John  Mc  Duffie  Esqr  Passed  in  the  House  the 
29"*  of  Dec'  last  with  the  following  vote  of  Council  on  y"  vote  of 
the  House,  viz. 
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In  Council  JanJ"  S**  1771.  Read  &  Concurred  with  this  amendment,  that 
the  Com'*«  be  empowered  to  enquire  whether  the  Petitioners  have  compUed 
with  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the  Act,  &  if  so  what  sum  is  justly  due  to 
them,  *  the'  Hon'''  Jon*  Warner,  Dan'  Rindge  &  Daniel  Rogers  Esq™  added 
on  part  of  the  Board.    Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Geo.  King,  Depy  Secy. 

The  Dep^  Sec'  Bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  James 
Gilmore  Prayinsj  for  an  allowance  for  the  Escape  of  one  John 
Mason  out  of"  Piison,  through  the  deficiency  of  the  goal. 


[p.  60.]  Pryday,  Jan'  V^  1771,  p.  m. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  that  part  of  his  Exc'' 
Speech  Relative  to  opening  Roads,  and  the  Question  Put 
Whether  any  Publick  tax  should  be  raised  for  opening  roads. 
It  passVi  in  the  Negative. 

Then  the  Question  was  put,  Whether  the  House  are  willing  to 
Pass  any  Acts  which  may  be  necessary  to  Enable  and  oblige  Pro- 
pnetors  to  open  Roads  when  necessary  thro'  their  Respective 
Proprieties.     It  Pass'd  in  the  affirmative. 

[p.  61.]  That  part  of  the  Governors  message  Relative  to  the 
taking  a  Survey  of  the  Province  by  Capt.  Holland  being  taken 
under  consideration,  The  question  was  put  whether  the  House 
will  act  anything  on  that  matter  at  Present.  It  Passed  in  the 
Negative. 

An  act  to  Enable  the  Inhabitants  of  such  Towns  and  Parishes 
in  this  Province  as  have  not  had  a  Regular  Method  to  call  Town 
meetings  or  at  Present  have  no  such  method  to  Direct  and  Estab- 
lish a  Rule  &  Method  for  tljat  Purpose,  having  been  three  times 
Read, 

Voted  That  it  Pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  the  Clerk. 
[Concun-ed  and  passed.] 

Co2Ji/  of  said  Act. 

Anno   Regni  Regis  Georgii  Tertii  Magnge  Britanniie  Francise  &  Hibernian 
[l.:?.]  Undecimo.     An  act  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  such  Towns  and  Par- 
ishes in  this  Piovince  as  have  not  had  a  regular  method  to  call  Town 
or  Parish  Meetings,  or  at  present  have  no"  such  method,  to  direct  and 
establish  a  Rule  and  method  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  annual  Meetings  of  Towns  and 
Parishes  in  the  Province  have  not  been  duly  held,  and  no  regular  method  is 
in  force  to  revive  and  call  a  Lawful  Meeting  of  the  Town  or  Parish,  and  also 
in  Cases  where  a  Town  or  Parish  have  never  had  a  legal  Meeting,  it  may  be 
of  Service  to  prescribe  a  Rule  for  that  and  the  Cases  aforesaid. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  &  Assembly,  That  in  any  of  the 
Cases  aforesaid  on  the  application  of  Ten  of  the  Freeholders,  Inhabitants  of 
such  town  or  Parish  to  any  of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  whether  an  Inhab- 
itant of  such  town  or  Parish  or  not,  made  in  writing  desiring  that  a  Meeting 
of  the  Legal  Voters  of  such  Town  or  Parish  may  be  called  for  the  choice  of 
Town  or  Parish  officers  (as  the  Law  directs)  such  Justice  shall  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  and  Impowered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Voters  of  such  Town 
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or  Parish,  which  he  shall  do  by  posting  up  a  notification  in  some  publick 
place  in  such  Town  or  Parish  Fifteen  days  before  the  Time  of  holding  such 
Meeting,  which  notification  shall  mention  the  Time,  place  and  occasion  of 
the  designed  Meeting,  as  also  that  application  was  made  for  the  same  in 
manner  and  form  aforesaid  and  such  Justice  shall  attend  and  govern  the  said 
Meeting  untill  a  Moderator  shall  be  chosen  to  govern  the  same. 

Province  of  New  / 

Hampshire  )      In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan'>'  5"^  1771.     The 

foregoing  Bill  having  been  three  times  read  Voted  that  it  Pass  to  be  Enacted . 

P.  Oilman  Speak'. 
In  Council  January  8'*'  1771. 
The  within  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time  and  passed  to  be  Enacted. 

Theodore  Atkinson  8ec''>'. 
Consented 

J'Wentworth." 

Recorded  according  to  the  Original  Act  under  the  Province  Seal. 
[See  "  Record  of  Acts,  1766-1779,"  in  SCO's  office.! 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sect. 

The  Dep'  Sec^  Bro't  down  the  vote  appointing  the  Committee 
to  view  the  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary  with  the  following  vote  of  Coun- 
cil thereon,  viz. — 

In  Council  Jan^  8"^  1771.  The  within  vote  was  read  and  concurred  with 
this  addition  that  the  Com"**  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  request 
that  he  will  give  orders  to  the  Capt.  of  the  Fort  for  their  admission  &  to  ex- 
pose all  things  there  for  their  inspection,  &  the  Hon'''  Peter  Livius,  Jonathan 
Warner,  Daniel  Rindge,  Daniel  Peirce,  George  Jaffrey  &  Daniel  Rogers  Esq"* 
added  on  part  of  tlae  Board. 

The  above  vote  of  Council  read  and  concurr'd. 


[p.  64.]  Thursday  Jan^  10, 1771. 

Voted  That  the  Committee  appointed  the  present  Session  to 
examine  the  accompts  of  Richard  Jenness  Esq"^  &  John  McDuffie 
respecting  making  Roads  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  accompts 
of  the  Selectmen  of  Rochester  for  making  roads  in  pursuance  of 
an  Act  of  this  Province. 


[p.  65.]  Fryday,  Jan^  1  I'M 771. 

The  Resolve  of  the  House  to  Enable  Sundry  Inhabitants  of 
Seabrook  to  collect  taxes  &c.  Pass'd  24"'  Decemb'  being  bro't 
Back  for  some  alteration,  the  following  Resolve  Pass'd,  viz. 

Whereas  Ebenezer  Knowlton,  Richard  Smith,  Elisha  Brown  & 
.Jonathan  Weare  have  Petitioned  the  Gen'  Ass'"  seting  forth  that 
they  have  given  their  security  to  several  persons  for  sundry  sums 
of  money  Due  from  the   late    Presbeterian  Society  of  Hampton 
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falls  now  Seabrook  amounting  to  one  hundred  Pounds  Law'  money- 
most  part  of  which  sum  become  due  from  said  Society  for  the 
support  of  the  Rev*^  Mr.  Pearley  before  they  were  invested  with 
Legal  Power  to  collect  taxes  and  Praying  that  they  might  be 
authorized  to  make  a  just  and  equitable  assessment  on  the  several 
Persons  concerned  in  agreeing  with  said  Pearley  for  said  sum  and 
that  they  might  be  authorized  to  collect  the  same  and  all  Parties 
being  Duly  Notified  and  no  Reasonable  Objection  made  and  the 
Petitioners  being  heard  Representing  that  all  Parties  are  agreed 
and  willing  that  said  tax  should  be  Collected  and  the  Same  ap- 
pearing Reasonable  and  just, 

Therefore  voted  and  Resolved  that  the  said  Petitioners  be  im- 
powered  to  make  an  assesment  on  the  several  Persons  concerned 
in  the  aforesaid  agreement  with  Mr.  Pearley  for  the  said  hundred 
£p.  66.]  Pounds  according  to  the  form  in  which  taxes  are  usually 
made  in  proportion  to  Each  persons  Estate  and  to  give  out  a  War- 
rant in  the  usual  form  to  collect  the  same,  And  the  Collector  for 
the  said  Parish  of  Seabrook  for  the  time  being  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  collect  the  same  for  the  said  Petitioners  to  discharge  the 
said  Sum.     Sent  up  by  Col*  Bartlett.     [Concurred.] 


Saturday  Jan^  12'^  1771. 

Mr.  Livius  bro't  Down  from  the  Councill  the  vote  appointing  a 
Com'^^  to  view  the  fort  with  the  following  Report  of  the  Com'*' 
thereon  viz. 

?ew'Ham'^-}'2«  Jan.- 1771. 

According  to  the  foregoing  appointment  we  have  viewed  the  fort  and  find 
it  considerably  decay'd  &  fallen  to  Ruin:  We  think  it  of  absolute  necessity 
that  the  Powder  Magazine  should  be  sufficiently  secured,  that  the  other 
Magazine  &  the  Barrack  should  be  Repaired,  that  the  Ramparts  should  he 
tilled  with  Earth,  and  good  Platforms  made  for  the  gtms.  That  as  many  Great 
Guns  as  can  be  planted  on  the  walls  within  the  fort  should  be  put  into  good 
order,  that  the  wall  which  is  fallen  Down  should  be  Repaired,  and  that  a 
[p.  67.1  work  should  be  added  for  the  Defence  of  the  Entrance  of  the  fort, 
and  we  judge  that  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred  Pounds  should  be 
granted  for  the  above  Purposes  —  all  which  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  Report. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 

P''  Livius,  Chairman. 


N^;  Hamp'   !   ^"  C—''  ^^^^  I>- 


Hamp^ 

The  above  Report  read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  Down  and  Recommended. 

Geo,  King,  D.  Sec>'. 


[p.  68.]  Tuesday,  Jan'  IS"'  1771. 

An  Act  to  Regulate  the  lines  set  on  towns  &  Selectmen  for  not 
keeping  Schools,  having^been  three  times  Read, 
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Voted    Tiiat  it    pass  to  be  Enacted.     Sent  up  by  the  clerk. 
[ConcuiTed  and  passed.] 


[p.  69.]  Wednesday,  Jan?  IG'*"  1771,  p.  m. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of  sundry  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Dover  Relating  to  the  Bridges 
lately  built  there  and  it  appearing  that  there  was  a  Town  vote  for 
Building  the  Lower  Bridge  it  is  tho't  to  be  just  that  the  charge 
thereof  should  be  paid  by  the  whole  Town.  But  it  appearing 
that  the  upper  Bridge  is  more  usefull  for  the  Publick,  Therefore 
Voted  That  the  said  upper  Bridge  shall  hereafter  be  maintained 
at  the  charge  &  Expense  of  said  Town  and  that  the  Petitioners 
have  leave  to  Bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly.  Sent  up  by  Capt. 
Greeley.     [Concurred.] 


Thursday  Jan^  17'^  1771, 

[p.  71.]  Voted  That  Wm.  Parker  &  Samuel  Livermore  Esq" 
be  a  Com'^^  of  this  House  with  such  as  the  Hon'''  Councill  shall 
appoint  to  print  such  plan  of  Military  Exercise  for  the  use  of  the 
Militia  of  this  Province  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor  shall  think 
fit  to  adopt,  that  they  print  a  number  not  exceedmg  five  hundred 
at  the  publick  charge,  &  that  the  Com""*  deliver  to  the  Colonel  of 
each  Regiment  that  shall  appear  to  receive  the  same,  one  of  said 
Books  or  Pamphlets  for  each  Commission  officer  in  such  Reg*  at 
the  Prime  cost,  And  the  said  Com'^*  be  authorized  to  draw  the 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  requisite  hereunto  not  exceeding 
twenty  Pounds.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Webster.  [Concurred,  and  the 
Hon'''  Col°  Warner  and  Mr.  Livius  added  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.] 


Payday  Jan'  18,  1771. 

[p.  72.]  The  Com'"  for  making  Enquiry  where  and  upon  what 
terras  a  suitable  House  for  the  Gov""  may  be  hired  Purchased  or 
Built,  made  the  following  Report,  viz. 

The  Com'"  before  mentioned  have  taken  under  consideratioD  the  Govern- 
ors Message  concerning  his  House  rent  «fec.  &  made  enquiry  as  above 
directed  —  and  we  find  that  the  House  the  Governor  now  lives  in  may  be 
purchtised  for  £1700  Sterls.  That  the  House  lately  Capt.  Adam's  may  be 
purchased  for  £1000  lawful  money,  And  that  Capt.  Woodbury  Langdon's 
House  may  be  purchased  for  £2600  Sterl?. 

Also  that  there  is  a  probability  a  lot  of  about  seven  acres  of  Messrs.  Pen- 
hallow  &  Wibird  may  be  purchased,  but  the  particulars  we  cant  yet  obtain. 
3y  order  of  the  Com'«=. 

John  Sherburne. 
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Which  report  being  Read,  Voted  That  it  ay  for  consideration 
in  the  recess  of  the  Court. 

The  Report  of  the  Fort  Cora'**  of  the  12^^  Instant  being  rend. 
Voted  That  the  Report  be  accepted  &  that  Mr.  Speaker  with  such 
as  the  Hon'''*  Council  shall  appoint  be  a  Committee  to  carry  the 
same  into  Execution  under  the  Inspection  of  his  Exc^  y*  Capt. 
General  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  Draw  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  not  Exceeding  the  sura  of  two  hundred  Pounds  for  that 
purpose.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Worthen.     [Concurred.] 

P.  M. 

Province  ot  )  j^  ^^^  House  of  Representatives,  January  18, 1771. 
New  Hamp'  >  ^  '  .'       ' 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  William  Parker  &  John  Sherburne 
Esq™  with  such  as  the  Hon""'  Councill  shall  appoint  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  write  to  the  agent  for  this  Province  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain  to  solicit  the  Treasury  Board  or  any  other  proper 
[p.  73.]  Board  for  the  payment  of  the  money  which  is  due  to  the 
Province  for  the  charge  Billeting  soldiers  purchasing  provisions 
warlike  stores  &  medicines  &  transporting  the  same  to  Albany 
etc.  in  the  year  1756  which  \va8  to  be  defray'd  by  the  Crown  — 
The  Province  having  cloath'd  and  paid  their  men  according  to 
the  Direction  &  Requisition  of  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
and  that  said  Committee  also  if  they  think  proper  should  send  an 
Address  to  his  Majesty  on  the  aforesaid  subject  praying  his  Royal 
Favour  therein  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  by  the  Agent  and 
that  the  said  Committee  write  to  Paul  Wentworth  Esq""  in  Lon- 
<lon  desiring  the  favour  of  him  to  assist  the  Agent  in  the  above 
said  affair.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Worthen,  [Concurred,  and  the 
Hon"'  Theodore  Atkinson,  Daniel  Warner  &  George  Jaffrey  Esq" 
added,  (a)] 

(a)  [Votes,  Acc'^,  petitions,  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  by  ttie 
Council  from  Dec^  ll^''  1770  to  Jau>'  19,  17tl.] 

Jour.  C.  &  Assi)u  Petition  of  Ambrose  Sloper,  iiged  80  years,  praying 
relief:  hearing  granted  :  —  dismissed. 

Petition  of  Dover,  Somersworth  &  Rochester,  relative  to  two  bridges  — 
bearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Greenwood  Carpenter  for  a  divorce  from  liis  wife  Sarah  for 
adultery  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Philips  White,  Abell  Brown  >t  Moses  French,  of  South  Hamp- 
ton, for  a»settlement  of  a  line  between  South  Hampton  &  Newton  —  hearing 
granted. 

Petition  of  Com'*-'*'*'  or  agents  for  Barnstead  and  Chichester  to  settle  boun- 
daries —  hearing  gi'anted. 

John  Sherburne  allowed  £2.5  law'  raon.  for  use  of  warehouse  in  17.5-5. 

Wra.  Parker  Estj'  allowed  £14:  12:  for  his  ace'. 

Sam'  Livermore  allowed  £4 :  13 :  0 :  for  his  ace*. 

Rich''  Jenness  Esq.  allowed  £7:  4:  0:  for  wood. 

Allowed  Com'""  for  repairing  goal,  £37:  8:  11  1-2. 

Petition  of  John  Parker,  of  Litchfield  for  allowance  for  hardships  itc.  dis- 
missed. 

Ace'  of  James  Stoodley  for  selling  the  Excise,  £.3: 14:  allowed. 

Joseph  Thomas,  allowed  £1.5 :  for  loss  by  him  in  collecting  Excise. 
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Peter  Bowen,  on  petition,  allowed  £15:  for  loss  of  an  eye,  whtl*  in  service 
under  Maj''  Rogel-s. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Woodman  Ac.  respecting  the  settlement  of  his  father's 
Estate,  &c.  —hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Eligood  Mills,  praying  that  a  certain  deed  may  be  made  void  — 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Rumney,  praying  relief  from  sundry  oppressions 
by  Daniel  Brainard,  Esq.  hearing  granted. 

The  following  Bills  Ac.  passed  by  the  House  dk  Council,  received  his  Ex- 
cellency's consent,  viz. 

1.  An  Act  to  enable  three  Justices  of  the  Peace  (imus  Quorum)  to  deter- 
mine all  disputes  concerning  the  maintenance  of  y*  poor. 

2.  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  sundry  Laws  which  were  made 
Temporary  &  are  expired  &  are  particularly  mentioned  herein. 

3.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fines  set  on  Towns  and  Selectmen  for  not  keep- 
ing Schools. 

4.  An  Act  to  ascertain  and  regulate  the  penalties  set  and  imposed  in  aa 
Act  of  tjiis  Province  against  Trespassing  on  Town  Commons,  &c. 

5.  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  premiums  to  be  given  for  the  kill- 
ing of  wolves. 

6.  An  Act  to  Enable  the  Inhabitants  of  such  Towns  and  Parishes  in  thi»- 
Province  as  have  not  had  a  regular  method  to  call  Town  or  Parish  Meeting* 
or  at  present  have  no  such  method  to  direct  &  establish  a  Rule  and  method 
for  that  purpose. 

7.  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  Fines  to  be  demanded  and  taken  of  Jurors,  not 
attending  their  duty. 

8.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fine  set  on  persons  chosen  to  the  office  of  Con- 
stable &  refusing  to  serve  in  said  oflBce. 

9.  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Law  already  in  force  for  the  regulation  of 
Swine. 

10.  An  Act  for  reviving  an  act  passed  in  the  9*  year  of  his  present  Majes- 
ty's Reign  Entituled  An  Act  to  prevent  disorders  commonly  committed  on 
the  Fifth  of  Novemb'  and  the  evening  following,  &c. 

11.  An  Act  for  the  more  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts  &  to  save  the  cost 
usually  attending  the  recovery  thereof  in  the  usual  course  of  the  Law  &  to- 
secure  the  returns  of  Executions  served  on  real  Estates,  (1) 

Also,  to  the  several  votes  of  allowance  passed  this  Session. 

Also,  to  the  vote  for  a  Committee  to  repair  the  Fort. 

Also,  to  the  £lesolve  of  both  Houses  entre'd  the  11*''  Inst,  for  certain  Per- 
sons at  Seabrook  to  assess  &  collect  £100  Lawful  money,  due  to  Mr.  Perley  a 
minister  there. 

The  Dep^  Seo'  came  into  the  House  and  by  his  Excy*  Direction 
adjourned  the  Gen'  Assm.  till  Tuesday  the  Nineteenth  Day  of 
March  next. 

Att*  M.  Weare,  Clk. 


[p.  75.]  Tuesday,  W  of  March,  1771. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  [and  adjourned  till] 

(l)Th«  foregoing  Acta  may  be  found  recorded  in  full,  in  "  Record  of  Acts,  1766-1779,"  in 
Secretary's  office.— Ed. 

18 
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Wednesday,  March  20^  1771. 

The  Dep^  Sec'  Bro't  from  the  boai-d  the  Petition  of  Abiel 
Chandler  Praying  for  an  allowance  for  apprehending  and  bringing 
to  Goal  sundry  soldiers  Deserted  from  his  Majesty's  service. 
Adjourned. 

P.M. 

The  petition  of  Abiel  Chandler  Read  and  ordered  to  lay  for 
further  Enquiry. 


Thui-sflav  March  21"  1771. 

The  Dep-'  Sec'  brought  down  the  following  written  message 
from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

Those  measures  I  recommended  before  the  Late  adjournment  being  Daily 
more  necessary  for  the  publick's  good;  I  therefore  trust  thro'  your  wisdom  & 
attention  the  Province  wi]l  not  long  lament  tlie  delay  of  this  accomplishment. 
They  respectively,  are  Indispensably  essential.  The  Commerce  of  this  Prov- 
ince declines,  insomuch  that  it  is  complain'd  of  detrimental  to  those  whose 
former  connections  compel  tliem  in  any  degree  to  continue  in  it.  —  Money  is 
not  amoDg  us  in  any  Proportion  to  tlie  circulation  adequate  to  our  numbers. 

Your  labouring  Inliabitants  unemployed  &  consequently  distressed,  and 
your  fertile  lands  lay  waste  and  uncultivated. 

These  evils  will,  they  must  increase  until  Roads  are  made  Thro'  the  Prov- 
ince [p.  76.]  by  which  the  Produce  of  the  interior  Districts  can  be  consum'd 
or  exported  by  this  Government,  and  their  Imports  provided  in  the  same 
Circuit. 

The  wisdom  of  every  Legislature  that  cherished  Industry,  ife  were  desirous 
of  acquiring  comfortable  subsistance  for  their  Inhabitants  has  been  success- 
fully exerted  in  this  Method,  neither  is-there  any  known  Instance  from  the 
earliest  time  to  this  day  wherein  such  public  works  have  faird  to  be  Blessings 
to  the  Country  in  which  they  were.  On  this  measure,  I  have  been  more 
particular,  because  thereon  depends  the  very  being  of  our  commerce.  The 
support  and  Encouragement  of  your  People,  and  every  reasonable  prospect 
of  acquiring  any  Currency. 

This  being  the  season  to  consider  of  &  grant  the  necessary  Supplys  for  the 
support  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  I  shall  direct  the  remaining  accounts 
relative  to  that  service  to  be  exhibited  for  your  Inspection  by  the  Treasurer. 

In  your  Estimates  for  the  purpose,  I  must  not  fail  to  urge,  that  the  Memo- 
rial of  Docf  Wheelock  in  behalf  of  Dartmouth  Collie  has  a  benevolent  & 
meritorious  place.  (1)  Having  in  my  former  messages  to  the  Honorable 
Assembly  recommended  this  Seminary  of  knowledge  &  Piety,  by  so  many 
Arguments,  I  may  not  now  repeat  or  add  to  them,  "least  the  World  should 
think  that  the  Interests  of  Literature  &  Christianity  were  difl5cult  causes  to 
obtain  in  New  Hampshire. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  That  his  Majesty  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleas'd  to  approve  &  confirm  the  Act  to  prevent  excessive  Usury,  and 
the  Act  for  dividing  this  Province  into  Counties.  I  have  sought  this  Pros- 
perous Event  with  zeal  &  .issiduity. 

It  now  remains  with  the  Hon"'*  House  of  Assembly,  by  providing  suitable 

(.1)  The  memorial  of  Dr.  Wheelock  cinaot  now  be  found.— Ed. 
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(p.  77.]  Establishments  for  the  Circuit  Judges,  and  other  oflBcere  of  that 
Court,  to  render  this  fresh  Instance  of  liis  Majesty's  Paternal  Condescention 
&  Goodness  perfectly  beneticial  to  his  subjects  in  this  Province. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber 
2P«  March  1771. 

The  Depy  Sec^  also  bro't  Down  the  Memorial  of  the  Rev.  D' 
Wheelock  President  of  Dartmouth  College  Representing  some- 
thing of  the  Present  situation  of  himself  ami  of  the  College  & 
Requesting  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Voted  That  William  Parker,  Sam'  Liverraore  and  Meshech 
Weare  Esq"  be  a  Com'**  to  prepare  an  answer  to  his  E.xc^*  Mes- 
sage. 

After  some  consideration  of  his  Exc^'  Messaije  and  Doc""  Wheel- 
locks  memoiial 

The  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  26"'  1771,  p.  m. 

[p.  79.]  The  Cora'**  to  prepare  an  answer  to  his  Extf"  mes- 
sage of  the  21'*  Inst.  Laid  the  following  Draft  before  the  House, 
viz. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency  — 

The  House  have  duly  considerM  your  Message  of  the  2P'  Instant.  &  must 
acknowledge  the  jeveral  matters  you  have  suggested  are  worthy  of  tiieir  im- 
mediate attention  &  Endeavor  to  carry  into  Execution. 

The  advantage  which  wou'd  accrue  from  an  easy  communication  between 
the  various  parts  of  the  Province,  is  a  matter  your  Excellency  has  made 
obvious,  tho'  the  House  cannot  think  it  ought  to  be  done  at  the  Public 
Expence,  but  that  the  owners  of  the  Land  should  defray  that  charge,  as  they 
"will  reap  the  greatest  advantage  by  it,  or  that  the  Land  itself  should  provide 
a  good  passage  thro'  it,  &  the  House  propose  to  pass  an  Act  calculated  for 
that  Purpose. 

They  also  concur  in  sentiments  with  your  Exc>'  that  proper  notice  should 
be  taken  of  Dartmouth  College,  which  the  House  have  Determined  to  do,  as 
far  as  the  Present  circumstances  of  the  Province  will  admit. 

The  House  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Exc>'  on  the  happy  event  you 
have  communicated  to  them  of  his  Majesty's  allowance  of  the  Act  Limiting 
the  Interest  of  money  ic  that  for  Dividing  the  Province  into  Counties,  as 
Xhey  apprehen<l  both  these  Acts  (especially  the  latter)  to  be  necessary  means 
for  the  exercise  of  Distributive  Justice  in  the  Province,  and  on  this  Occasion 
they  do  hereby  give  your  Excellency  their  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  the 
sollicitous  concern  you  have  Discover'd  and  the  Pains  you  have  taken  that 
{p.  80.]  this  measure  might  have  its  full  ertect. 

The  House  would  be  greatly  Defective  in  their  Duty  if  ihey  should  neglect 
to  make  the  necessary  Provision  for  Defraying  all  Consequential  charges  and 
Expences  ariseing  by  such  a  Law  takeing  Place,  and  shall  with  chearfulness 
Enter  upon  the  consideration  of  those  objects  which  your  Exc>'  mentions  in 
your  Message  as  claiming  their  peculiar  attention. 

The  foregoing  Draft  being  Read,  Voted  That  it  be  sent  to  his 
Exc'  in  Answer  to  his  Message  of  the  21"  Instant. 
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Wednesday  xVtarch  27,  1771. 

The  House  took  under  Consideration  his  Exc^'  Message  of  the 
21'*  Instant,  and  on  that  part  Relative  to  clearing  Roads, 

Voted  That  William  Parker  Sara^  Livermore  Tho'  W'  Waldron 
Meshech  Weare  Esq™  and  Doc""  Thompson  be  a  Com'**  to  Prepare 
an  Act  which  may  Answer  this  Purpose  agreeable  to  what  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Rouse's  Answer  to  his  Excellency's  message  Rela^ 
tive  to  this  matter. 

P.  M. 

[p.  81.]  Voted  That  there  be  paid  to  his  Ex''^  y*  Governor  out 
of  the  money  that  is  or  may  be  in  the  Treasury  the  Sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  Law'  money  for  sundry  Extra  services  Render'd 
the  Province.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Giddinge  &  Capt.  Worthen. 
[Concurred.] 


Thursday  March  28"'  1771. 

[p.  82.]  Whereas  the  Act  for  Dividing  of  this  Province  into 
Counties  was  past  with  a  clause  suspendmg  the  operation  of  it 
untill  his  Majesty  should  have  signified  his  approbation  of  it,  of 
which  approbation  his  Exc'  has  Informed  the  House,  recom- 
mended the  making  suitable  Provision  for  the  Judges  of  his  Maj- 
esty's Superior  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  Province,  Therefore 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  Pounds  Lawful  money  be,  and 
hereby  is  granted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  said  Court  for  their 
services  for  the  tenn  of  one  year,  Commencing  on  the  day  of  the 
date  of  their  Commission  for  holding  said  fJourt  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  that  is  or  shall  be  in  the  Treasury,  in -two  half  yearly 
payments,  by  the  Governor's  warrant,  with  the  advice  of  Council. 
Sent  up  by  Mr.  Toppan.  [Concurred  with  recommendation  that 
£5  be  added  to  Salary  of  the  Chief  Justice :  accepted  by  the 
House.] 

P.M. 

[p.  83.]  Upon  Reading  the  memorial  of  Doc'  Eleazer  Whee- 
lock  seting  forth  the  Necessitous  circumstances  he  was  in  by 
Leaving  his  Parish  and  Engaging  in  the  business  of  Dartmouth 
College  and  that  he  was  wholly  Employ'd  in  the  affairs  of  the 
College  and  had  no  certain  method  ot  subsistance  — 

Therefore  Voted  in  consideration  of  his  great  services  for  the 
Interest  of  said  College,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to 
Said  Doc'  Eleazer  Wheelock  the  sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  Lawful 
money  to  be  paid  him  out  of  the  money  that  is  or  shall  be  in  the 
Treasury  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Chamberlain. 
[  Concurred.] 

Voted  That  the  Hon""'  Daniel  Pierce  Esq'  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed  Recorder  of  Deeds  and   Conveyances  of   Real   Estate 
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within  the  County  ot  Rockingham  in  the  Province  aforesaid  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  the  date  hereof  and  until  the  tenth 
Day  of  the  siting  of  the  General  Assembly  next  after  the  expira- 
tion of  said  year :  and  that  he  shall  not  be  qualified  to  act  as 
[p.  84.]  Recorder  untill  he  hath  given  Bond  with  sufficient  Sure- 
ties Joyntly  and  Severally  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds 
Lawfiill  money  unto  the  Hon*"'*  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  time  being,  &  taken  an  Oath  for  the  faithful 
Discharge  of  said  office,  &  that  the  Hon*"  Jona.  Warner  Daniel 
Rindge  &  Peter  Gil  man  Esq"  &  John  Sherburne  Esq'  &  Mr, 
Jacob  Sheafe  be  a  Com'**  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  to  take 
the  Books  and  Papers  belonging  to  said  office  of  Recorder  into 
their  custody,  in  case  of  the  Death  or  incapacity  of  the  Recorder, 
or  on  the  Expiration  of  the  aforesaid  term,  &  them  safely  keep 
untill  the  further  order  of  the  General  Assembly  &  that  they  be 
under  Oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust.  Sent  up  by 
Capt  Worthen.     [Read  and  Concurred.] 

Voted  That  Major  Samuel  Hobart  Esq.  be  <fc  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Conveyances  of  Real  Estate 
within  the  County  of  Hillsborough  in  the  Province  aforesaid  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  the  Date  hereof  &  untill  the  tenth  Day 
of  the  siting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  next  after  the  Expiration  of 
said  year:  Under  the  same  amount  of  Bond  and  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  above  —  Col°  John  Goffe  Esq.  Col°  John  Hale 
Esq'  &  John  Shepard  Esq',  a  Committee,  as  above.  [Concurred 
by  the  Council.] 

[p.  85,]  Voted  That  Major  Josiah  Willard  Esq'  be  and  hereby 
is  appointed  Recorder  ot  Deeds  &  Conveyances  of  Real  Estate 
within  the  County  of  Cheshire  in  the  Province  aforesaid  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  date  hereof  and  untill  the  tenth  Day 
of  the  sitting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  next  afler  the  Expiration  of 
said  year :  [under  the  same  amount  of  Bond,  and  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  above :  Col°  Josiah  Willard  Esq'  Daniel  Jones 
Esq'ifc  Col°  Samuel  Ashley,  be  a  Com'*'  as  above.  [Concurred  by 
the  Council.] 


[p.  86.]  Fryday  March  29"^  1771. 

Mr.  Levius  Bro't  from  the  Board  a  Petition  of  George  King, 
Clerk  of  the  Sup'  Court  Praving  for  an  allowance  for  the  Extra 
Expences  he  must  be  at  in  Rideing  the  Circuit. 

P.  M. 

Mr.  King's  Petition  being  considered. 

Voted  That  there  be  allow'd  to  George  King,  Esq.  for  the  Pur- 
poses mentioned  in  his  Petition  the  Sum  of  ten  Pounds  Law' 
money  for  one  year  to  be  paid  half  yearly  out  of  the  money  in 
the  Treasury  by  his  Excellency  the  Governors  Warrant  with  the 
advise  of  Couacill.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Chamberlain.     [Concurred.] 
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Saturday  March  30,  1771. 

Mr.  Warner  bro't  Down  the  Report  of  the  Com'**  for  Examin- 
ing the  Acco'*  of  Richard  Jenness  &  John  McDuffee  Esq"  for 
making  a  Road,  tfcc.  as  follows,  viz. 

[i-.  88.]  Province  of      /   ^^^^j^  ^  ^^^^ 
New  Hampf    )  ' 

,  We  the  subscribers  being  appointed  a  Com'e«  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
examine  the  acco'«  of  Richard  Jenness  Esqr  and  John  McDutfee  Esq""  for 
making  the  Province  Road  through  Barrington  Barnstead  &  Gilmantown  and 
to  find  out  an  Equitable  method  for  raising  the  sums  necessary  to  be  Raised 
•in  each  of  said  Towns  for  that  Purpose :  having  given  Publick  Notice  of  our 
meeting  and  no  person  appearing  to  make  any  objection  having  carefully 
examin'd  said  accompts  Do  Report  as  follows,  viz. 

That  said  Richard  Jenness  &  John  McDutfee  should  have  of  the  said  Town 
'  of  Barrington  Eighty  five  Pounds  three  shillings  &  seven  pence ;  of  the  Town 
of  Barnstead  one  hundred  &  seventy  Eight  Pounds  twelve  shillings  and  seven 
pence  halfpenny;  Of  the  Town  of  Gilmantown  three  hundred  and  thirty 
one  Pounds  Nine  shillings  and  five  pence  for  making  the  said  Road  through 
the  said  Towns  and  Incidental  charges  thereon  according  to  the  accounts 
therewith  exhibited,  And  that  the  same  should  be  raised  by  the  Selectmen  or 
Proprietors'  committee  of  the  said  respective  Towns  by  a  tax  on  all  the  Land 
within  the  said  Towns  in  equal  proportion  at  such  a  rate  as  may  be  found 
adequate  to  the  respective  sums  and  that  the  respective  Collectors  for  said 
■  Towns  be  Impowered  to  sell  any  of  said  Land  for  the  payment  of  said  Tax 
in  case  the  owners  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  same.  And  in  case  the 
money  should  not  be  levied  &  paid  to  the  said  Richard  Jenness  &  John 
McDuffee  in  four  months  they  should  be  allowed  to  sue  the  said  respective 
proprietors  &  to  recover  the  same  to  be  leveyed  as  well  of  the  Lands  of  the 
said  respective  Towns  as  of  the  Body  or  Estates  of  the  owners  thereof  with 
Interest  from  the  end  of  said  four  months. 

Jonathan  Warner 

Daniel  Rindge 

Sam'  Livermore  )■    Committee. 

Christopher  Toppan 

Eben""  Thompson 


Tuesday  April  2<*  1771. 

[p.  89.]  The  Report  of  the  Com'"  for  Examining  the  Ac- 
compts  of  Richard  Jenness  &  John  McDuffee  Esq"  &c.  Read  & 
considered  and  voted  that  it  be  Accepted  and  a  Bill  Prepared 
agreeable  thereto.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Wiggin.     [Concurred.] 


[r.  SrO.]  Wednesday,  Apr'  3S  1771,  p.  m. 

Voted  That  the  Com'**  for  Printing  a  correct  Edition  of  all 
the  acts  of  this  Province  in  force  shall  as  soon  as  the  printing  the 
same  shall  be  compleated  Deliver  one  of  said  Books  (which  are 
to  be  printed  at  the  cost  of  the  Province)  to  his  Exc^  the  Gov' 
one  to  each  of  his  Majesty's  Councill  and  one  to  each  member  of 
the  present  Gen'  Ass™. (a) 
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(a)  Bills,  ace",  Petitions  &c.  passed  on  by  the  house  and  concurred  by  the 
Council,  from  March  19">  to  April  3,  1771. 

Petition  of  Greenwood  Carpenter  for  a  Divorce  from  his  wife  on  account 
of  adultery  —  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  Abiel  Chandler  for  allowance  for  apprehending  deserters  from 
the  army  —  dismissed. 

James  Stoodley  for  sale  of  Excise  1770  allowed  £1:  18:  6. 

Tho**  Martin  for  a  Flag  at  the  fort,  allowed  £22 :  2 :  3  1-2. 

Eleazer  Kussell  for  postage  on  Gov"  letters,  allowed'  £11 :  1 :  9. 

Vote  authorizing  Geo.  Jatfrey,  Treas'  to  sell  certain  Land  in  Hampton 
falls,  recovered  from  one  Nathan  Rowe. 

Samuel  Livermore,  Esq.  for  drawing  sundry  acts,  allowed  £5:2:  0. 

Doc^  Hall  Jackson  for  medicine  for  John  Jordan,  a  sick  soldier,  allowed 
£4:2:4. 

Jon=^  Warner,  Esq.  for  selling  the  Excise,  allowed  £8:  14:  0. 

Com'"'*  for  repairing  the  State  house,  allowed  £23 :  9 :  10  1-2. 

Capt.  Tho"  Bell,  allowed  on  muster  Roll,  at  fort  Wra.  &  Mary,  1770,  £159: 
18:0. 
.    Do.     Do.  for  supplys  at  said  fort,  £6:  18:  9. 

Do.     Do.  for  sundry  expences  £2 :  6 :  3. 

Do.     Do.  for  graving  the  Gov"  barge  £1:4:  11. 

Col°  Jon^  Moulton  of  Hampton,  allowed  for  money  burnt  with  his  house, 
£5. 

Ezekiel  Moulton,  of  Moultonborough,  for  money  burnt   with   his   house, 
allowed,  forty  one  poun<l  old  tenor.  =  £2:  1, 

Capt.  John  Newmarch,  Esq''  allowetl  for  escape  of  Sara'  Cromwell  a  pris- 
oner out  of  goal,  £8:  14:  1. 

Gov.  Wentworth  to  be  paid  Salary  for  one  yeor  £700  L'  M. 

Do.     Do.  for  house  rent,  one  year  £100  L'  M. 

Hon.  Theo.  Atkinson,  for  service  as  Secretary,  one  year,  allowed  £60  L.  M. 

Samuel  Livermore,  attorney  Gen'  one  year  allowed,  £25  L.  M. 

Dr.  Samuel  Langdon,  as  chaplain  of  the  House  one  year,  50s  L.  M. 

Thomas  Parker,  as  sheriff,  one  year,  £4  L.  M. 

Rev.  Arthur  Brown,  as  chaplain  for  the  Council,  one  year,  £5  L.  M. 

Dr.  Samuel  Haven,  as  chaplain  for  the  house  one  year,  50s. 

Committee  for  repairing  Goal,  allowed  £20 :  1 :  0. 

William  Appleton  for  books  for  records,  allowed  £9:  13:  6. 

Money  ordered  to  be  burnt,  £1697:  4:  4. 


[p.  94.]  Thursday,  Apr.  4'\  1771. 

The  Dep^  Sec^  Bro't  Down  a  written  message  from  his  Excy 
Relative  to  the  Support  of  his  Majesty's  Fort  William  &  Mary 
and  Relative  to  fixing  a  Lanthern  at  the  flagg  staff  at  y  Fort  as 
on  File. 

Governor'' s  yiessaye. 

[Copied  Irom  MS.  Ctov'*  Messages,  Vol.  HI,  p.  395.] 

Mr.  Speaker  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

In  considering  the  grant  for  the  Defence  and  Support  of  his  Majesty's 
Castle  William  and  Mary  in  this  Province ;  I  tind  it  necessary  to  recommend 
that  Provision  be  made  for  at  least  eight  Men  exclusive  of  the  Captain;  and 
at  Such  rate  as  will  enable  me  to  enlist  men  capable  of  the  Duty  —  The 
Wages  allotted  heretofore  was  inadequate ;  .and  as  the  safety  of  the  Castle, 
Ordinance  &  military  Stores  required  immediate  Care,  I  order'd  a  compleat 
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'Suit  of  Regimentals  to  each  Man  as  a  Bounty  for  Enlistment  and  faithful 
Service  at  least  one  year.  These  were  contracted  for  at  Six  pounds  proc; 
Money  each  Suit  —  And  the  Soldiers  are  habited  with  them.  I  recommend 
that  the  whole  Garrison  be  thus  cloathed  annually,  in  that  Case,  the  present 
Wages  &  billeting  may  suffice ;  what  has  been  hitherto  done  is  highly  for  the 
honor  and  benefit  of  the  Province.  I  therefore  trust  the  Honorable  Assem- 
bly will  grant  the  Said  Sum  of  Six  pounds  pr  Man  for  this  cloathing;  other- 
"wise  I  must  pay  for  it  myself;  which  cannot  be  reasonable. 

The  Salary  at  present  allowed  to  the  Captain,  demands  your  Consideration, 
it  is  by  no  means  equal  to  his  Services,  I  have  no  doubt  you'll  think  it  just, 
to  make  it  more  competent;  For  public  Generosity  and  Justice  is  essential 
to  justify  any  hope  of  public  Fidelity  &  Service. 

In  examining  the  Treasury  Accompts  there  appears,  a  Sum  appropriated 
for  building  a  Light-house ;  but  it  is  insufficient  for  that  purpose.  Many  val- 
uable Lives  are  annually  lost,  and  much  property  destroyed  for  want  of  Such 
a  friendly  Edifice ;  This  may  be  in  a  great  degree  effected  by  making  a  Large 
and  proper  Lanthom  to  be  raised  into  the  Head  of  the  Mast  which  supports 
the  Flagg  Staff  in  the  Castle  —  The  Cost  wUl  not  exceed  thirty  Dollars  —  and 
may  be  amply  supported,  by  raising  on  all  Sloops  &  Schooners  9<*  proc : 
Money,  on  all  other  Vessels  18"^  P.  my  every  Voyage,  to  be  collected  upon  the 
passes  for  said  Castle,  and  Quarterly  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  this  purpose, 
free  of  all  deductions  or  expense ;  There  can  be  no  Officer,  who  would  not 
willingly  do  this  duty,  free  of  other  Reward,  than  wou'd  result  from  the  ani- 
mating Glows  of  Humanity.  On  my  part  I  will  order  that  it  be  properly 
attended  by  the  Officer  at  the  Castle  free  of  Charge.  When  we  reflect  on  the 
many  distressful  Losses  that  now  fill  our  Sea  Coast  with  Widows  &  Orphans ; 
which  wou'd  undoubtedly  have  been  in  a  great  degree  prevented,  by  Such  an 
aid  as  herein  earnestly  requested ;  their  Tears,  their  pitiable  Complaints  irre- 
sistably  engage  our  Minds  in  So  Salutary  purposes :  Every  future  expiring 
Cry  of  a  drowning  Mariner  upon  our  Coast  will  bitterly  accuse  the  unfeeling 
Recusant,  that  denys  and  in  effect  wastes  that  Life,  to  save  a  paltry  un- 
blessed Shilling  —  I  trust  the  Honble  Assembly  will  therefore  enable  me  to 
establish  this  Light,  and  that  we  shall  participate  with  ev'ry  Contributor,  in 
the  Blessings  of  our  fellow  Creatures  whose  Lives  may  thus  be  rescued  from 
Death. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Council  Chamber  4  April  1771. 

The  Dep^  Sec^  also  bro't  from  the  Board  the  Petition  of  Doc' 
Eleazar  Wheelock  President  of  Dartmouth  College  with  his  As- 
sociates for  an  Incorporation  of  a  Tract  of  Land  of  about  three 
miles  Square  into  a  Distinct  Parish,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  As-rm.  April  4,  1771.  The  Petition  of  Doc''  Eleazer  Whee- 
lock, That  a  Parish  of  at  least  three  miles  Square  in  and  adjoining  the 
Towns  of  Hanover  and  Lebanon,  might  be  set  off  and  incorporated  into  a 
seperate  and  distinct  Parish,  to  be  under  the  immediate  Jurisdiction  of 
Dartm"^  College  agreeable  to  a  promise  in  Writing  under  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  Read  at  the  Board  and  sent  down  to  the  House  Recom- 
mended.(l) 


Fryday  April  5">  1771. 


ive 


Voted  that  his  Excellency  the  Capt.  General  be  desired  to  gi 
orders  for  Inlisting  Eight  men  to  be  Posted  at  his  Majesty's  fort 
William  &  Mary  for  one  year  commencing  the  Twenty-fifth  day 

(l)Tlie  petition  liere  referred  to  liaa  not  been  found.— Ed. 
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of  March  last  under  such  ofBcera  aa  he  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint. 
'The  pay  of  the  officer  shall  be  three  pounds  Lawful  money  pr 
month  and  Each  private  Eighteen  shillings  pr  month  and  also  as 
a  Bounty  to  each  private  one  suit  of  cloaths  not  Exceeding  the 
price  of  six  pounds  L.  M.  and  five  shillings  pr  week  for  Billeting 
to  be  paid  when  the  Muster  roll  shall  he  allow'd  by  the  General 
Assembly.     Sent  up  by  Mr.  Burley.     [Concurred.] 


Fryday,  April  S"'  1771,  p.  m. 

[p.  97.]  Maj'  Samuel  Hobart  appointed  Recorder  of  Deeds  and 
Conveyances  of  Real  Estate  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough  and 
Maj'  Josiah  Willard  chosen  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Conveyances 
•of  Real  Estate  for  the  County  of  Cheshire  gave  Bonds  to  the 
Speaker  agreeable  to  the  Direction  in  the  vote  and  were  separately 
Sworn  to  the  faithful  Discharge  of  their  office  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House. 

The  Deputy  Secretary  brought  from  the  Board  the  following 
Message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  <fe  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  Right  Hon'''  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  having  transmitted  to  me  his 
Majesty's  Royal  will  and  pleasure  concerning  a  Proclamation  issued  by  me 
bearing  a  date  the  2'*  day  of  March  1769  declaring  the  price  &  value  of  foreign 
coins  currant  in  the  Province  which  Proclamation  is  deem'd  unwarrantable 
by  the  act  of  Parliament  in  said  Proclamation  referred  to,  and  therefore  was 
null  and  void  from  the  beginning  and  his  Majesty  having  been  graciously 
pleased  to  permit  me  to  assent  to  an  Act  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  to 
Establish  all  proceedings  upon  s'^  Proclamation  that  may  be  by  them  &  me 
thought  detrimental  to  private  persons  unless  such  provision  be  made  —  In 
obedience  hereunto  I  communicate  the  premises  to  the  Hon'''  Assembly  and 
also  I  direct  and  notify  that  all  fiirther  operation  of  the  aforesaid  Proclama- 
tion henceforth  finally  fully  &  effectually  ceaseth. 


Council  Chamber 
.5'h  April  1771. 


J'Wentwobth. 


[p.  98.]  Wednesday  Apr^  W\  1771. 

An  Act  tor  Establishing  a  Light  to  be  kept  at  Fort  William 
and  Mary  for  the  benefit  of  Vessells  arriving  or  being  upon  this 
Cost  in  the  Night  time  —  Having  been  three  times  Read 

Voted  That  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Deac"  Knowles. 
[Concun-ed.] 

[p.  99.]  P.  M. 

An  act  to  establish  the  Proceedings  under  the  Governor's  Pro- 
clamation Declaring  y*  value  of  money  and  y*  Rate  at  which  it 
should  Pass  in  this  Province,  Having  been  three  times  Read, 

Voted  That  it  Pass  to  be  Enacted.     Sent  up  by  Maj'  Hobart. 
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Thursday  Apr^  11'"  1771. 

The  following  Answer  to  his  Excellency's  Message  of  the  fifth 
Instant  was  prepared  and  laid  betbre  the  House,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

Your  Excellency's  Message  of  the  fifth  Instant  wherein  mention  is  made  of 
his  Majesty's  Pleasure  concerning  your  Proclamation  Declaring  the  Value  of 
foreign  Coins  currant  in  this  Province  surprised  the  House.  The  Province  is 
thereby  left  Destitute  of  any  Legal  Standard  for  the  value  of  the  money 
Passing  among  us.  The  said  Proclamation,  however  liable  it  might  be  to 
•  Exceptions  was  the  only  Rule  we  had,  and  the  value  of  said  Coins  being 
Established  in  the  Neighboring  Colonies  with  the  Royal  approbation  at  the 
same  Rates  that  were  Declard  by  your  said  Proclamation  as  well  as  by  the 
Act'  of  this  Province  Pass'd  the  hfth  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  for  Estab- 
lishing the  same,  makes  it  not  easy  for  us  to  conceive  the  Reason  why  aa 
well  the  said  Proclttmation  as  the  said  Act  are  Disapproved  of  Whenever 
[p.  100.]  we  can  be  so  happy  as  to  obtain  a  Right  understanding  of  this  mat- 
ter we  shall  chearfuUy  do  what  is  needful  on  our  Part  to  Establish  a  medium 
in  the  Province  the  usefullness  whereof  in  the  administration  of  Justice  a* 
well  as  in  levying  taxes  for  his  Majesty's  service  is  self-evident.  In  the  mean 
time  that  his  Majestys  service  and  the  Publick  affairs  of  tlie  Province  may 
not  be  Delayed  we  shall  Proceed  to  make  the  necessary  Grants  &  Supplys  in 
Expectation  the  same  will  be  collected  and  Discharged  according  to  the  pres- 
ent currant  value  of  money  Passing  among  us,  Altho"  there  is  no  legal  Estab-. 
lishment  for  it  as  it  seems  to  be  out  of  our  Power  to  Establish  it  at  that  or 
any  other  Rate.  We  shall  proceed  to  Prepare  an  act  to  Establish  the  Pro- 
ceedings upon  the  said  Proclamation  for  the  time  past  as  Recommended. 
And  the  House  pray  your  Excellency  to  Represent  to  his  Majesty  our  un- 
happy situation  for  want  of  an  Established  Currency  that  may  be  a  Legal 
tender  between  man  and  man  to  the  End  the  same  may  be  consider'd  and 
Redress' d. 

The  foregoing  Answer  Read  and  Voted  That  it  be  presented  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor.  Sent  up  by  Col°  GoflFe,  Maj""  Hobart 
&  Capt.  Chamberlain. 


The  following  answer  to  his  Excellency's  message  of  the  4^ 
Instant  was  laid  before  the  House,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  several 
Articles  proposed  and  Recommended  to  their  consideration  in  your  Message 
of  the  4'"  Inst,  have  been  duly  consider'd  by  them  agreed  to  and  Voted 
accordingly. 

The  foregoing  Answer  Read  and  Voted,  That  it  be  presented 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor.  Sent  up  by  CoP  Goffe,  Maj' 
Hobart  &  Capt.  Chamberlain. 

P.M. 

[p.  101.]  Voted  That  all  Grants  allowances  assessments  Judg- 
ments of  Court  Private  contracts  Payments  and  all  other  trans- 
actions whatsoever  shall  be  Regulated  by  the  same  currency  men- 
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tioned  in  the  Supply  Bill  of  the  current  year  untill  further  order. 
Sent  up  by  Col.  Moulton.     [-Concurred.] 


[p.  102.]  Fryday,  Apr^  Vl'^  1771,  p.  m. 

An  Act  for  Establishing  and  making^  Passable  a  Road  from  the 
Governor's  hotise  in  Wolfborough  to  Dartmouth  College  in  Han- 
nover..(a) 

(a)  Votes,  acc<-%  petitions,  bills,  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  concurred  b|| 
by  the  Council,  from  April  4  to  April  13,  1771. 

See  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Report  of  Com'««  to  examine  the  ace'  of  Jonathan 
Dam  for  clearing  a  road  in  Rochester,  allowed  him  balance  48  &  6d. 

Rules  for  service  of  writs  &c.  adopted. 

Report  of  Treasurer's  acc'^  accepted. 

Bills  signed  by  the  Governor,  (1)  An  Act  for  the  ease  &  relief  of  Prisoners 
for  debt  (2)  Also  an  Act  for  dissolving  the  maniage  relation  of  Greenwood 
Carpenter  and  Sarah  Leathers  (1). 

Noah  Parker  allowed  £29 :  10 :  2  L.  M.  for  cleaning  and  repairing  fire  arms. 

James  Gilraore  allowed  £3:  14:  8  current  money  for  escape  of  one  Jno. 
Mason  from  Goal. 

Act  for  granting  £2500  to  his  Majesty  &c. 

Jacob  f  ilton,  mn-keepewat  Portsmouth  allowed  £7:6:4  current  money  for 
Billeting  soldiers. 

Nathan  Green  allowed  £112:  13:  8  curr.  mon.  for  escape  of  Nathan  Long- 
fellow out  of  prison. 

Richard  Jenness  Esq.  allowed  £7:  10,  curr.  mon.  for  wood,  &c. 

Acct.  of  Robert  &  David  Fowle  for  printing,  £7 :  17 :  6,  curr.  mon.  allowed, 

Wm.  Davison  for  billeting  soldiers,  allowed  £3:4:  7,  curr.  money. 

Caleb  Sanborn  for  billeting  soldiers,  allowed  £3 :  6 :  10  curr.  money. 

The  following  Bills  passed  by  the  Council  and  consented  to  by  his  Excel- 
lency. 

1.  An  act  to  enable  John  McDuffee  and  Rich<i  Jenness  Esq"  to  recover 
certain  sums  of  Money  from  the  towns  of  Harrington,  Bamstead  &  Gilman- 
town  for  making  road  thro'  said  towns. 

2.  An  Act  to  authorize  and  enable  the  Treasurer  of  this  Province  to  bor- 
row £1500  for  the  payment  of  like  sum,  &c. 

3.  An  Act  for  settling  the  charges  of  building  the  lower  Bridge  in  Dover  at 
the  Falls  and  determining  which  of  said  bridges  shall  be  hereafter  maintamed 
at  the  charge  of  the  Town. 

4.  An  Act  for  Eatablishing  and  making  passable  a  road  from  the  Gov- 
ernor's house  hi  Wolfborough  to  Dartmouth  College  in  Hanover. 

An  Act  for  establishing  and  making  passable  a  Boad  from  the 
Governor's  House  in  Wolfeborough,  to  Dartmouth  College  in 
Hanover. 

[Copied  from  printed  edition  of  Acts  and  Laws  of  the  Province,  1771,  p.  266.} 

Whereas  the  opening  and  making  of  roads  through  the  various  parts  of  the 
province,  is  of  great  publick  utility;  and  the  making  of  a  road  to  Dartmouth 
college  will  greatly  promote  the  design  of  that  valuable  institution. 

(1)  This  Act  wae  disallowed  by  his  Majesty  Sept.  1. 1773.  —  Ed. 


284  PROVINCE  OP  NBW-H  .   il'SHIEB.  [ITTl . 

Be  it  therefore  Enacted,  by  the  Gk)vemor,  Council  and  Assemblj,  that 
there  shall  be  a  road  laid  out  three  rods  wide,  and  made  passable,  from  th^. 
Governor's  house  in  Wolfeborough,  through  part  of  Wolfeborough,  Tufton- 
borough,  Moultonborough,  New  Holdemess,  Plimouth,  and  from  thence  on 
the  straightest  and  best  course  to  Dartmouth  college,  in  Hanover.  And  that 
Joseph  ;^nter,'  Samuel  Shepard,  and  David  Copp,  be  and  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  lay  out  and  mark  said  road,  and  make  a  plan  thereof, 
from  the  Governor's  house  aforesaid,  to  Pemigewaaset  river,  near  the  mouth 
of  Baker's  river,  at  the  charge  of  the  province,  not  exceeding  twenty  five  dol- 
lars And  that  John  House, Freeman,  and  David  Hobbart,  be  and  hereby 

are  appointed  a  committee  to  lay  out  and  mark  said  road,  and  make  a  plan 
thereof,  from  Pemigewassett  river  aforesaid  to  the  college,  at  the  expence  of 
the  province,  not  exceeding  twenty  five  dollars.  And  that  the  proprietors 
and  owners  of  the  land  within  the  towns  respectively,  through  wMch  the 
*aid  road  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  forthwith  cause  the  same  to  be  made  passable, 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  respective  committees  laying  out  the  same,  at  the 
charge  of  such  respective  town,  by  an  equal  rate  on  all  the  land  therein,  ex- 
cept land  reserved  or  laid  out  for  publick  uses.  But  in  case  the  proprietors, 
in  any  of  the  towns  through  which  the  said  road  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  neg- 
lect to  make  the  said  road,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  respective  committees 
aforesaid,  that  laid  out  the  same,  by  the  space  of  six  months  after  notice 
given  thereof  in  the  publick  newspapers ;  the  Governor  or  Commander-in- 
chief  for  the  time  being,  may  and  sliall  appoint,  by  warrant  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  some  suitable  person  or  persons  as  a  committee  or  committees, 
within  each  of  said  delinquent  towns,  or  being  principal  proprietors  thereof, 
to  make  the  said  road  through  and  within  such  town  or  towns  respectively. 
And  such  committee  or  committees,  so  appointed  by  the  Governor  as  afore- 
said, shall  forthwith  proceed  to  make  said  road,  it  the  charge  of  such  delin- 
quent town  or  towns  respectively.  And  the  charge  thereof,  being  settled  and 
allowed  by  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  assessed,  collected  and  paid  by  the 
selectmen  or  proprietors  committees  of  such  town  respectively  to  be  chosen 
for  that  purpose,  by  an  equal  tax  on  all  the  land  within  such  towns,  excepting 
as  before  excepted.  The  said  tax  or  assessment  shall  be  laid  on  the  original 
Jots,  and  the  common  right  to, be  laid  out  (if  any  be)  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  acres  said  original  lots,  or  common  rights  to  be  laid  out  are  sup- 
posed to  contain,  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  owners  thereof.  And  in  case 
the  said  owners  or  proprietors  shall  neglect  to  pay  their  respective  taxes, 
made  as  aforesaid,  by  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  publick  notice  thereof, 
the  said  land  shall  be  advertised  and  sold  for  payment  of  said  tax,  with  inci- 
dental charges,  as  the  law  provides  in  other  cases.  And  in  case  the  selectmen 
or  committees  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  their  duty  in  assessing,  col- 
lecting and  paying  such  charge,  by  the  space  of  six  months  after  the  same 
shall  be  allowed  by  the  general  assembly,  as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  and  may 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  of  the  said  selectmen,  or  committees  aforesaid,  for 
their  neglect.  And  in  case  the  collector  or  collectors,  who  in  this  case  may 
and  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  selectmen,  or  committees  aforesaid,  shall 
be  negligent  in  his  or  their  duty,  in  collecting  said  tax  and  paying  it  in,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  of  his  or  their  warrant,  to  be  given  him  or  them  for 
that  purpose,  the  said  selectmen  or  committees  respectively,  may  issue  out 
an  execution,  or  extent,  against  such  delinquent  collector,  as  the  law  provides 
in  other  cases ;  and  the  sheriff  or  his  deputy  are  rerjuired  to  execute  the  same 
accordingly.  But  in  case  there  be  no  selectmen  or  committee  chosen,  to 
make  such  assessment  as  aforesaid,  the  said  charge  shall  be  raised  by  making 
sale  of  so  much  of  the  land  of  such  delinquent  town,  divided  or  undivided, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  with  incidental  charges;  by  a  committee 
to  be  appointed,  by  the  general  assembly  for  that  purpose. 
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Saturday,  Ap'  IS"'  1771.  (a) 

(o)  Jour.  C.  <fc  Assm.  His  Excellency  directed  the  Sec^  to  go  down  and 
require  the  attendance  of  the  Speaker  and  house  in  the  Council  Chamberr 
when  they  accordingly  came  up,  and  his  Excell>'  was  pleased  to  make  a 
•peech  to  both  Houses,  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Honourable  Council  and  of  the  House  of  Assembly  — 

The  Business  immediately  recommended,  and  such  other  as  was  usual  and 
expedient  to  be  done  at  this  season  of  the  year,  being  now  compleated,  I  with 
pleasure  observe  the  publick  Good  uniting  with  the  particular  convenience  of 
both  Houses  in  rendring  a  recess  eligible.  But  as  the  Time  for  a  new  Elec- 
tion of  Representatives  is  so  near  that  I  cannot  meet  this  Assembly  again 
without  great  and  unavailing  Expence  to  the  Province,  I  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity to  return  my  thanks  to  the  honorable  Assembly  for  the  Candor,  Mod- 
eration, Wisdom  and  uniform  fidelity  and  Loyalty  which  has  directed  your 
DeUberations.  In  the  Honorable  Council  I  have  experienced  the  same 
respectable  Dispositions  and  Abilities.  It  gives  me  genuine  satisfaction  to 
present  you  my  thankful  acknowledgments  on  this  occasion;  This  har- 
mony, thii  unanimity  in  the  Legislature,  I  flatter  myself  is  a  powerfiil  indica- 
tion of  Provincial  prosperity,  in  which  I  consider  his  Majesty's  service  in- 
most perfectly  included. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  — 

Religion,  Learning  and  obedience  to  the  Laws,  are  so  obviously  the  duty 
and  delight  of  wise  Legislators,  that  their  mention  justifies  my  reliance  on 
your  whole  Influence  being  applied  to  inculcate,  spread  and  support  their 
efiFect,  in  every  Station  of  Life.  Indulging  very  sanguine  hopes  of  your  per- 
sonal success  herein,  I  am  in  course  called  to  finish  our  collective  political- 
relation.  It  being  for  his  Majesty's  service  that  the  General  Assembly  be 
now  DISSOLVED,  and  is  dissolved  accordingly. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber 
13  April  1771. 


[Note.  The  first  pa^e  of  the  Journal  of  the  House  for  the  next  Session, 
begun  May  22fl,  appearing  to  be  imperfect,  the  following  record  of  the  first 
meeting  with  the  names  of  the  members,  is  copied  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Council  and  Assembly. — Ed.] 


Province  of  New  Hampshire  — 

Anno  Regni  Regis  Greorgii  Tertii  Magnse  Brittannise  Francise  &  Hibemise 
Undecimo. 

At  a  Council  and  General  Assembly  convened  and  holden  at  Portsmouth 
according  to  the  King's  Writ  on  Wednesday  the  22<J  day  of  May  annoque- 
Domini  1771. 

Present 
His  Excellency  John  Wentwokth  Esquire,  Governor,  &c. 
The  Hon"'*  Theodore  Atkinson 
Daniel  Warner 
Jonathan  Warner 
Daniel  Rindge 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Met  according  to  ac^ournment. 


Daniel  Peirce 
-  Esq*  George  Jaflrey 

I       ^  Daniel  Rogers 

Peter  Gilman 


Esq*. 
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[mi. 


The  Sheriff  agreeable  to  the  Tenor  of  the  King's  writ  for  a  new  Election  of 
Representatives  this  day  made  a  return  of  the  Same  with  the  Names  of  the 
several  persons  chosen  to  serve  in  General  Assembly  for  the  Respective 
Towns  Parishes  and  places  in  the  said  Writ  mentioned  —  which  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

[Note.  The  distances  and  days  of  attendance  are  added  to  this  list  from  a 
list  found  on  page  105  of  the  Journal  of  the  House.— Ed.] 


s 

Q 


•ss? 


Portsmouth. 


14 
14 
14 
14 
16 
15 

8 

8 
20 
18 

5 
12 
38 
16 

5  I 
14 
20  I 
•35  I 
30  I 
60  I 

19  i 
52  I 
19 

20  I 
19 
42 
56 
96 

100 

120 

50 


Hampton . 
Dover 


Exeter 


New  Caatle  &  Rye  . 


Kingston 

Hampton  Falls 

Newington 

Stratham 

Londonilerry 

Durham 

Greenland 

New  market _. . . 

South  Hampton '. . . 

Chester 

Plaistow,  Atkinson  &  Hampstead  . . 

Holies 

Summersworth    

Merrimack 

Rochester 

Kensington 

Harrington 

Salem  &  Pelbam 

Amherst  &  Bedford J 

Keene 

Winchester 

Charlestown 

Nottingham  W.  &  Litchtield 


William  Parker,  Esq 19 

John  Sherbunie,  Esq 17 

Mr.  Jacob  Sbeafe 17 

Christopher  Toppan,  Esq. . . . . : 18 

Josiah  Moulton,  gent 19 

Otis  Baker  & !  17 

John  Gage,  Esi^s j  14 

Capt.  John  Giddinge  & 15 

John  Pliillips,  Esi|  j  18 

Tliomas  Bell,  Esq ;  18 

Richard  Jenness.  jun.  E.s<] I  19 

Col.  Josiah  Harriett,  Esq j  18 

Capt.  Jonathan  Tilton 19 

Major  Richard  Downing,  Esq I  19 

Andrew  Wiagin,  Esq !  18 

Col.  Stephen  Holland,  Esci |  18 

Door.  Ebenezer  Thompson i  16 

Clement  March,  i^sq I  18 

Capt.  Israel  Gilman 19 

Capt  Eliphalet  Merrill    !  16 

Jolm  Webster.  Es<i :  15 

Capt.  Jonathan  Carlton i  16 

Major  Samuel  Hobart,  Esq 1  14 

Col.  John  Wentworth     I  19 

C'apt.  John  Chamberlain |  13 

Deacon  James  Knowles ,  14 

Benjamin  liowe,  Esq 18 

Lieut.  Samuel  Brewster I  10 

Major  Jiiseph  Wright !  16 

CoUo.  Jr>hii  Got^e,  E.Kq '  19 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hall 

Col.  Josiah  Willard,  Esij 

Mr.  Smion  Olcott 

James  Underwotxl,  Es(i I  17 


His  Excellency  directed  the  Hon'''  Theodore  Atkinson  Jonathan  Warner 
and  Daniel  Peirce  Esq"  to  go  down  and  administer  the  necessary  Oaths  of 
qualification  to  those  Members  that  were  attending  in  the  Assembly  Chamber. 
The  said  Committee  accordingly  went  down,  and  returned  the  oaths  signed 
by  28  Members. 


[From  "  Journal  of  the  House."] 

[p.  107.]      Tlmrsday  the  23''  of  May,  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

His  Excellency  desire<l  the  Assembly  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  a  Speaker,  which  they  did  and  made  choice  of  the  Hon'''  John 
Wentworth  Esq''  the  member  return'd  to  serve  for  the  Town  of 
Soraersworth,  which  choice  being  made  known  to  the  Chair  his 
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Excellency  was  pleased  to  approve  of  bini  as  the  Speaker  of  the 
House.  The  House  then  proceed'd  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk  and 
chose  William  Parker  Esq.  one  of  the  members  return'd  to  serve 
for  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  who  was  immediately  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  that  Trust  and  thereupon  his  Excellency  was 
Pleased  to  Prorogue  the  General  Assembly  to  the  11"'  day  of 
July  next  at  10  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  at  this  place. 

The  Third  day  of  July  the  Governor  was  Pleased  by  Proclama- 
tion to  Prorogue  the  Gen'  Assembly  to  Tuesday  the  tirst  of  Octo- 
ber next  then  to  meet  at  the  Court  house  in  Portsmouth  at  10 
o'clock  A.  M.  for  the  dispatch  ot  Business. 

Jour.  C.  &  Assin.     Further  prorogued  to  the  14'"  N'overaber,  and  thence 
to  Thursday  the  12'^'^  day  of  December,  1771,  by  Proclamation. 

At  a  Session  otthe  General  Assembly  begun  and  held  at  Ports- 
mouth the  12"'  day  of  Decemb""  1771  by  several  Prorogations  by 
his  Excellency ;  the  Governor's  Proclamations  having  been  put  off 
to  this  day  trom  the  22'^  day  of  May  last  —  There  being  but  few 
members  in  Town  the  Secretary  by  the  Gov"  order  adjourned  the 
house  to  tomorrow  2  of  the  clock  p.  m. 


'  Friday,  Dec^  13. 

Met  according  to  adjournment  the  Speaker  not  being  in  Town 
the  house  inade  choice  of  Mr.  John  Sherburne  for  Speaker  pro 
tempore. 

The  house  then  made  choice  of  Col"  .John  Goffe,  Col"  Toppan 
tfc  Dr.  Bartlett  tK)  wait  on  the  Govern"'  to  inform  him  there  was  a 
house  —  who  return'd  this  answer  that  the  Gov''  would  send  a 
message  to  the  House  tomorrow  morning  to  which  time  they 
adjourned  at  10  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon. 


14  Dec.  1771. 
Governor''s  Message. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Gov"  Messa.  "Vol.  lU,  p.  40.3.] 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly — 

The  present  State  of  national  and  Provincial  Tranquility  I  at  the  same 
time  congratulate  you  upon,  and  recommend  the  most  wise  and  diligent  Im- 
provement of  Circumstances,  so  highly  favorable  for  forming  reviving  and 
amending  such  Laws  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  public  Good. 

Among  other  important  Considerations,  The  promoting  of  learning  very 
obviously  calls  for  Legislative  Care.  The  InsufiSciency  of  our  present  Laws 
for  this  purpose,  must  be  too  evident,  seeing  nine  tenths  of  your  Towns  are 
wholly  without  Schools,  or  have  such  vagrant  for^gn  Masters  as  are  much 
worse  than  none:  Being  tor  the  most  part  unknown  in  their  principle*  & 
deplorably  illiterate. 


288  PEOVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1771^ 

The  useful  progress  of  Dartmouth  College  promises  the  happiest  Effects- 
herein  — its  beneficial  Establishment  greatly  depends  on  your  sustaining^ 
Encouragement  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  generously  proportionate  to  your 
Value  for  learned  and  religious  Education. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  form  some  Measures  to  promote  Agriculture,  and 
accommodate  the  Husbandman  In  bringing  his  Produce  to  this  Market, 
otherwise  every  poor  Labourer  and  Tradesman  in  &  about  this  Town  are  left 
at  the  Mercy  of  those  few  Traders  who  import  Bread,  and  can  at  any  time 
raise  the  price  to  what  they  please;  But  a  few  months  since  none  was  to  be- 
had ;  at  present  the  excessive  price  is  almost  an  equal  Calamity. 

In  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Court,  a  vote  of  Supply  pass'd,  to  erect- 
a  Lif'ht  at  the  Castle  in  this  Province  for  the  benefit  of  vessels  coming  intO" 
this  Harbour  and  upon  this  Coast.     The  Mode  therein  mentioned  was  found 
impracticable.  But  the  Necessity,  Humanity  and  Advantage  of  a  Building  tor 
this  purpose  is  universally  known :  I  have  exceeded  the  Grant  in  erecting  and 
lighting  the  Edifice.    Already  it  hath  been  the  acknowledged  means  of  pre- 
serving two  Vessels  and  their  men.     In  all  probability  it  will  afford  the  like 
Benefit  to  many  others.    I  have  directed  the  account  thereof  to  be  prepared 
for  y'  Inspection  and  recommend  the  Reimbursement  to  your  early  Consider^ 
ation.    To  this  End  will  naturally  be  applied  a  certain  sum  appropriated 
many  years  since  for  a  Light  House. 

The  Province  Treasury  is  unsupplied  through  former  Deficiencys,  and  un- 
able to  discharge  the  Grants  already  made,  &  due  to  sundry  people  who  suffer 
grievously  thereby;  an  immediate  &  very  Easy  Remedy  is  now  in  your 
power  without  augmenting  the  Province  Tax :  For  it  is  with  great  pleasure 
I  inform  the  Honorable  Assembly  &  rejoyce  with  them  thereon :  That  the 
Parliament  of  Gneat  Britain  hath  been  generously  pleased  to  grant  a,n  ample 
reimbursement  to  this  Province  of  six  thousand  &  nine  pounds  sterling  w*^*^ 
sum  is  received  accordingly  by  Mr.  Trecothick  on  behalf  of  the  Province. 
From  hence  the  Treasury  Deficiencys  may  be  adjusted  with  propriety  and 
every  just  Remuneration  made ;  among  which  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  men- 
tion my  unavoidably  expensive  &  peculiarly  laborious  agency  for  this  Prov- 
ince. The  House  of  Assembly  fully  express' d  their  sense  thereof  in  obliging 
Terms,  on  my  arrival  to  the  Province,  but  the  Expence  hath  not  yet  been 
considered,  altho'  it  has  long  born  hard  on  my  private  affaii-s,  which  I  did 
not  repine  at,  while  the  Province  waa  unable  to  pay  it  without  increased 
Taxes:  whereof  I  have  been  so  effectually  careful  as  to  prevent  my  granted 
Salary  from  being  one  third  so  chargeable  to  the  annual'Province  Tax,  as 
were  the  same  number  of  preceding  years,  for  my  Predecessor. 

I  earnestly  recommend  a  diligent  application  of  disinterested  &  wise  prin- 
ciples in  pursuing  the  real  Good  of  the  Province  w*''  cannot  fail  of  continu- 
ing legislative  Harmony,  and  wiU  readily  meet  with  my  Concurrence. 

J'Wkntworth. 
Council  Chamber 

14  December  1771. 


[p.  108.]  Dec^  17,  1771. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Wm.  Parker  John  Sherburne  &  John 
Phillips  Esq"  &  Mr.  John  Giddinge  be  a  Committee  to  answer  the-- 
Gov"  message  at  the  opening  of  the  Present  Session  as  soon  as- 
may  be. 


[p.  109.]  .       Fryday  SO'*'  De(f. 

Mr.  Jafirey  came  into  the  house  &  Inform'd  them  that  he  wa& 
directed  by  his  Excellency  to  lay  the  account  relating  to  the  build- 
ing the  Light  house  before  them  and  to  inform  them  that  there 


1771.1  JOURNAL   OP  THE  HOUSe!,  289 

was  a  sum  of  Paper  Bills  in  the  Treasury  &  he  desired  the  house 
would  direct  what  should  be  done  with  them.  The  Sec'  Inform'd 
the  house  that  the  Board  had  join'd  a  Com'°*  in  order  to  consider 
of  the  Excise  bill. 


Decemb'  21"'  1771. 

Voted  That  William  Parker  John  Phillips  &  Sam'  Liverraore 
Esq"  be  a  Com"*  to  join  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon'''* 
his  Majesty's  Council  to  Revise  the  Laws  of  this  Province  and 
make  report  at  the  next  siting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  what  Laws 
they  think  necessary  to  be  renewed  alter'd  or  made  new.  Sent 
up  by  Mr.  Knight.  [Concurred,  and  Hon''*  Peter  Livius  &  George 
•Tafirey  Esq'  &  Wyseman  Claggett  Esq'  added.] 

An  Act  to  prevent  <fc  punish  disorders  usually  committed  on 
the  25"^  of  Dec"^  commonly  called  Christmas  Day,  the  evening 
preceding  [and  following]  (1)  and  to  prevent  other  Irregularities 
committed  at  other  times,  having  been  three  times  read.  Voted 
that  it  pass  to  be  Enacted.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Sheaff  &  Capt^ 
Moulton. 


Tuesday  the  24"^  Dec'. 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Esq'  &  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafie  be  a 
Committee  of  this  house  to  joyn  such  as  the  Hon**'  Council  shall 
.appoint  to  purchase  a  Stove  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives &  place  the  same  in  the  Room  where  they  lisually  sit, 
&  that  said  Comittee  Draw  such  sum  of  money  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury as  may  be  Necessary  to  compleat  the  same.  Sent  up  by  Col. 
GofFe.     [Concurred,  &  the  Hon"'  Col.  Warner  added.] 


[p.  110.]  Dec'  24"^  1771.  , 

His  Excellency  sent  the  following  message  to  the  House,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  — 

The  late  Grant  for  repair  of  his  M^esty's  Caatle  Wm.  &  Mary  having  been 
usefully  applied  to  that  purpose,  There  still  remains  an  absolute  necessity  of 
further  aid  for  the  safety  and  Garrison  duty  in  said  Castle  which  will  more 
particularly  appear  by  the  Copy  of  the  Memorial  of  Capt.  Cochran  herewith 
laid  before  the  Hon'''  Assembly  for  their  early  &  efl'ectual  consideration- 
which  earnestly  recommend  may  be  adequate  to  the  urgent  Public  necessity 
therein. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber  24*  Dec.  1771. 

(l)See  Jour.  C.  &  ABsm.  —  Ed. 
19 
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Memorial  of  Capt.  John  Cochran. 

Province  of  New  I  ^        ■    r,  t 

Hampshire  )  To  hia  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esq'  Captain  Lreneral 
Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  said  Province  in  Council. 

The  Memorial  of  John  Cochran  Esqf  Commandant  of  his  Majestys  Fort  Wil- 
liam &  Mary,  Humbly  sheweth  — 

With  due  submission  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  Represent  the  State  of 
said  Fort:  —  That  the  wood  buildings  within  the  garrison  are  very  insecure 
against  Fires  especially  the  dwelling  House  in  which  he  &  his  Family  reside 
the  Chimney  being  in  bad  condition  as  is  evident  by  a  recent  accident  when 
it  took  fire  &  put  them  in  imminent  danger.  Also  the  soldiers  barracks  in 
which  they  are  oblig'd  to  keep  constant  fires  being  so  contiguous  to  the  Pow- 
der Magazine  renders  their  situation  extremely  hazardous  «fe  much  more  so 
on  account  of  the  Powder  Magazine  itself  which  is  greatly  out  of  repair 
besides  the  small  number  of  soldiers  in  garrison  who  are  quite  Insufficient 
not  only  for  Garrison  duty  but  especially  should  any  accident  of  fire  take 
place  and  even  these  men  on  present  pay  cannot  be  expected  to  remain  after 
their  time  expires  which  will  be  in  the  spring  at  the  low  rate  of  Wages  &  bil- 
leting now  allow' d. 

He  also  represents  the  great  want  of  suitable  boats  for  the  use  of  the  Fort. 
The  old  barge  being  much  Damaged  by  a  late  storm  when  a  Vessel  in  the 
Harbour  running  foul  Drove  her  from  her  moorings  &  stove  the  boat  almost 
to  pieces  so  as  to  render  her  unfit  for  repair.  Wherefore  your  memorialist 
prays  your  Excellency  would  [take]  into  consideration  the  dangerous  condi- 
tion of  the  Fort  while  these  things  are  wanting  that  some  Provision  may  be 
made  therefor  and  an  addition  to  our  number  of  soldiers  with  further  allow- 
ance for  billeting  and  wages  which  will  amount  f  us  in  the  future  steady 
attention  to  our  duty,  &  your  3Iemorialist  will  ever  pray  ic. 

JoHX  Cochran. 


[p.  113.]  Monday  30"^  [Dec']  1771. 

The  following  answer  to  the  Gov"  Speech  was  read. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  Assembly  have  duly  considered  the  several  matters  recommended  to 
their  attention  in  your  message  at  opening  the  present  session,  ami  are  fully 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  Things  recommended  &  the  order  &  man- 
ner of  the  Recommendation.  A  time  of  General  Tianquility  is  the  only  time 
proper  for  the  making,  raising  &  correcting  of  Laws,  —  for  according  to  the 
maxim  arising  from  Experience  Inter  Arma  Silent  Leges  as  well  as  to  the  In- 
stitutive as  executive  part  of  the  Law  and  whether  arma  is  taken  in  the  strict 
&  proper  sense  or  in  a  figurative  or  metaphorical  sense  of  the  word  for  un- 
settled unquiet  discontented  seditious  times. 

We  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  Peaceable  State  of  the  Province 
which  must  be  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  acquiescence  &  satisfaction  of 
the  People  under  your  prudent  administration  of  Government  &  which  be- 
lieve &  doubt  not  will  continue  as  long  as  the  same  means  which  procured  it 
are  Pursued. 

We  beg  l(iave  to  observe  that  we  think  it  very  a'propos  that  you  have  by 
order  of  your  message  plainly  pointed  out  the  necessary  [connection]  between 
good  Education  &  the  prosperous  state  of  the  People  —  for  as  they  by  the  con- 
stitution have  a  share  in  the  Governm'  it  is  certainly  of  importance  they 
should  be  able  to  sustain  the  part  they  are  to  bear  with  honor  to  themselves 
&  with  prosperity  to  the  State  which  without  such  an  Education  is  hardly 
feasably  But  without  detaining  your  Excellency  with  a  long  detail  of  partic- 
ulars, it  is  with  pleasure  we  observe  the  extensive  care  your  Excellency  dis- 
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covers  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  under  your  Govemm'  by  pointing  out  ao 
many  different  things  as  the  proper  objects  of  their  attention  of  the  house,  all 
which  they  will  consider  as  other  necessary  affairs  will  permit  and  do  what 

they  shall  after  deliberate  consultation   Judge  to   be  their  duty ia 

fidelity  to  their [Record  defective.] 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Dec'  31,  1771,  voted  the  fore- 
going Draft  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  as  an  answer  to  his  Message 
to  the  house  at  the  opening  of  the  Sessions. 

John  Wentworth,  Speak\ 

■\r^     IT        r  [■    In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Dec'  31,  1771, 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  memorial  of  John  Cochran  Esq' 
Cap'  of  his  Majestys  Fort  William  &  Mary  that  there  is  a  necessity 
of   making  repairs  of   some  of  the  Buildings  in  said  Fort  they 

being  much  decay'd  —  That  it  wns  absolutely  [ ]  some  care 

should  be  taken  of  the  Powder  in  said  Fort  that  a  proper  house 
for  securing  the  same  should  be  prepared  and  the  Powder  secured 
in  the  mean  time,  Therefore  Voted  that  Col"  Goffe  Col°  Holland 
&  Richard  Jennessand  Mnjor  Hobart  Esq"  be  a  Committee  of  this 
House  to  join  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon**^  Board 
to  Inspect  &  examine  the  Premises  &  Report  what  they  Judge 
necessary  to  be  done  forthwith  or  as  soon  as  may  be  and  to  Re- 
port where  they  judge  it  proper  a  Powder  Magazine  should  be 
built.  Sent  up  by  Col.  Toppan.  [Concurred,  and  Hon^'  Theo- 
dore Atkinson,  Jona,  Warner,  George 'Jatfrey  &  Peter  Gilman 
added,  (a)] 

(a)  Votes,  Ace**,  petitions  &c.  pass''  by  the  House  and  acted  on  by  the 
Council  from  May  22<i  to  Dec'"  31,  1T71. 

Jour.  C.  <fe  A.tum,  Dec.  31,  1771.  The  petition  of  sundry  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Peterborough  setting  forth  that  about  live  years  ago  the  Rev^ 
John  Morrison  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  Ministry  there  since  which 
he  lias  been  repeatedly  guilty  of  y*^  gravest  immoralities,  such  as  Profane 
swearing,  Drunkenness,  Lewdness  &c.  &  therefore  Praying  the  Interposition 
of  the  Legislature  to  release  them  from  their  obligation  to  support  him  Ac. 
Read  &  sent  down  to  the  Assembly.     Hearing  ordered  by  the  House. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Londonderry  &  VVindham,  (186  in  number)  com- 
plaining of  Matthew  Thornton  moderator  of  the  meeting  heli  for  choice  of 
Representative  —  and  pray  in;;  to  have  a  new  choice  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Uoffstown  for  a  new  Township:  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Xottiiigham  to  be  set  off  into  a  distinct  Parish — 
hearing  granted. 

Petition  from  Rochester  for  a  tax  of  one  penny  L.  M.  to  be  laid  on  the 
land  in  said  town  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Alexander  Phelps  &  Israel  Morey  agents  for  the  town  of  Or- 
ford,  praying  tor  a  lax  of  two  pence  to  be  laid  on  ail  the  lands  in  s''  town  for 
four  years  towards  building  a  meeting  house  &  to  support  their  minister  — 
hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  several  Trustees  of  Dartmouth  College  for  a  Salary  for  the  Pres- 
ident &  to  exempt  Lands  gi-anted  to  several  officers  of  the  College  from  any 
expenses.     [Sent  down  from  the  Board  but  not  acted  on  by  the  House.] 

Petition  of  Inhai)itants  of  that  part  of  Chester  called  Long  Meadows  to  be 
erected  into  a  Parish  —  hearing  granted. 


292  PKOVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1772. 

Ace'  of  Committee  for  repairing  goal  in  Portsm"  £5 : 1,  allowed. 

The  memorial  of  John  Sullivan  in  behalf  of  Sundry  Inhab^^  of  Peterboro' 
against  John  Morrison  a  Presbyterian  Minister  there,  for  immoral  behaviour; 
accompany'd  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  before  whom  he  was  tried 
&  esamin'd.    Sent  down  from  the  Board. 

Report  of  Com"**  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between  South  Hampton  & 
Newton  accepted  with  leave  to  bring  iji  a  Bill. 

Bales  of  the  Hmcse^  (1)  1771. 

[p.  106.]  The  Following  Articles  being  numbered  from  one  to  ten  Inclu- 
sively having  been  considered  &  approved  were  voted  to  be  observed  as  the 
Rules  of  this  House  in  the  dispatch  of  the  business  to  be  Done  &  Transacted 
here. 

18*  That  whosoever  shall  by  any  misbehaviour  in  Speech  or  Action  justly 
offend  any  of  the  members  of  the  House  shall  for  the  first  offence  be  admon- 
ished, for  the  second  fined  as  the  House  shall  see  meet. 

2<'  That  no  member  speak  Twice  to  any  matter  in  debate  before  the  house 
imtil  every  member  have  liberty  to  speak  once  to  the  same  matter  if  he  shall 
see  cause. 

3diy  That  every  member  direct  his  Speech  to  the  Speaker  &  not  to  one 
another,  and  when  any  member  has  a  mind  to  speak  to  any  point  in  debate 
he  shall  stand  up  &  ask  leave  of  the  Speaker  &  not  speak  without  his  con- 
sent and  shall  be  silent  at  his  Command ;  but  if  the  member  speaking  thinks 
such  command  imseasonable  or  unreasonable  the  Speaker  shall  take  a  vote  of 
the  House  thereon  to  which  such  member  shall  submit  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
such  sum  as  the  house  shall  determine. 

4'y  That  when  ever  it  happens  that  there  are  as  many  votes  on  one  side  of 
the  Question  as  on  the  other  without  the  Speaker  that  then  the  Speaker  make 
the  casting,  vote. 

o^y  That  if  the  Speaker  be  ahsent  the  house  may  choose  a  Speaker  pro- 
tempore  that  the  business  of  the  house  may  be  carried  on  without  delay. 

6'y  That  if  any  member  after  being  Qualified  &  Enter'd  shall  absent  him- 
self at  any  time  without  leave  from  the  house  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  fined  at 
the  Discretion  of  the  house. 

7'y  That  if  any  member  of  this  house  shall  by  the  major  part  of  the  house 
be  tho't  unfit  and  not  qualified  for  said  place  it  shall  be  in  the  power  to  dis- 
miss such  Person  giving  Notice  to  the  Town  or  precinct  where  he  belongs  to 
chuse  another  to  fill  up  such  vacancy. 

Sthiy  That  every  Bill  to  be  passed  in  this  House  be  read  three  times  and 
that  there  be  two  adjournments  of  this  house  before  any  Bill  be  passed  into 
an  Act 

gthiy    That  the  Speaker  with  sixteen  members  be  a  house  to  do  business. 

IQthiy  That  no  vote  that  is  passed  in  this  house  shall  be  reconsidered  by  a 
less  Number  than  those  present  when  it  was  pass'd. 


[p.  114.1  Province  of  )    t    ^,     tt  p  r»  *, 

New  Hamp^l    ^"  ^^^®  House  of  Represent' 

January  1"  1772.      ' 

The  Petitioners  of  Londonderry  to  have  the  choice  of  Col° 
Holland  as  a  Representative  for  said  Town  set  aside  and  a  new 
meeting  &  Election  orderM  were  heard  this  day  from  Eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  five  at  night  excepting  the  adjournment 

(l)'The.iate  of  the  adoption  of  these  Rules  ipnot  given.— Ed. 
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from  one  to  three,  and  after  the  hearing  the  house  divided  and 
there  appeared  to  fifteen  members  against  granting  the  Prayer  of 
the  Petition  and  fourteen  for  it  and  thereupon  the  Petition  was 
Dismist. 


January  2,  1772. 

The  house  this  Day  took  under  consideration  that  part  of  his 
Excellencies  Speech  Relating  to  his  services  in  Great  Britain  and 
soon  after  adjourned  to  morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  3"*. 
Governor's   Message. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Assembly  — 

I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  that  au  accurate  &  exact  Provincial 
Survey  be  made  &  Transmitted.  The  great  expence  attending  the  compleat- 
ing  this  measure  hath  hitherto  defer' d  my  entering  thereupon  as  it  would 
have  necessarily  exceeded  the  former  abilities  of  the  Province,  but  this  Diffi- 
culty being  removed  by  the  Residence  of  Capt.  Holland  his  Majesty's  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  Northern  District  of  America  who  with  great  gener- 
osity otfers  to  complete  this  most  useful  survey  at  the  inconsiderable  cost  of 
one  hundred  Guineas  to  pay  the  sole  charge  of  transporting  his  partys  their 
Provisions  Cloathing  &  necessary  Instruments  without  any  charge  or  pay- 
ment for  his  or  their  time  Provisions  &  Labour.  This  is  so  favorable  an 
Event  that  I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Hon*^'  Assembly  that  they 
make  provision  for  its  execution  which  may  be  done  this*  Winter.  I  cannot 
in  the  least  doubt  the  Hon'''  House  will  consider  this  Recommendation  with 
enlarg'd  sentiments  more  Particularly  upon  this  time  when  a  considerable 
grant  in  favor  of  the  Province  hath  been  made  by  the  Parliam'  of  Great 
Britain  under  so  many  &  such  circumstances  that  cannot  but  impress  a 
grateful  Emulation  Especially  to  carry  into  Effect  a  plan  fully  comprehensive 
of  great  usefulness  &  which  will  finally  save  above  ten  times  this  sum  to  the 
Province. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber 
in  New  Hampshire,  Jan>'  2<*  1772. 


[p.  115.]  Note. — The  names  of  members  of  the  house  are  here  entered, 
for  1772,  precisely  as  before  on  printed  page  286,  with  this  additional  not«, 
viz. — Ed. 

"  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  was  adjourned  the  24*'!  Dec^  1771  &  the 
W^  JanJ'  1772  so  late  that  a  great  Number  of  the  Members  were  not  able  to 
travil  home  until  the  next  day  therefore  Voted  that  each  member  be  allowed 
as  is  set  down  above  &  the  Clerk  to  make  out  his  certificates  accordingly." 

May  29,  1772.  • 
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[p.  116.]  January  S-*  1772. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Col°  Phillips,  Col°  Toppan  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  desire  him  to  inform  the 
House  Respecting  his  Instructions  for  a  Provincial  Survey. 

The  Com'"  Returned  &  Reported  that  his  Excellency  would 
lay  it  before  the  House. 

P.  M. 

His  Excellency  sent  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  Instruction  referred 
to  above  by  the  Dep^  Secretary  which  was  read,  viz. 

"  You  shall  likewise  take  care  that  a  general  Plan  be  made  of  all  our  said 
Province  and  of  each  County  with  the  several  Plantations  &  Fortifications 
on  it  and  that  an  Exact  Map  or  Maps  thereof  be  transmitted  to  our  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  &  Plantation." 

A  copy  of  Royal  Instruction  Relative  to  a  Provincial  Survey. 

J'Wentworth. 
3<i  Jany  1772. 


Province  of  New  J  j^^^        ^^^  3,  ^^73 
Hampshire.  j  •' 

In  consideration  of  the  Eminent  services  his  Excellency  our 
Gov'  has  done  this  Province  &  in  a  grateful  acknowledgement  of 
which,  Voted  that  there  be  &  hereby  is  granted  to  John  Went- 
worth  Esq"'  our  Governor  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  Lawful 
money  Equal  to  so  much  Proclamation  money  in  full  for  his 
extraordinary  services. 


Province  of    )  j^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  Represen'^  January  4'^  1772. 
New  Hamp'.  )  ^  •' 

Voted  that  the  message  sent  by  the  Governor  relative  to  the 
Survey  of  this  Province  proposed  to  be  made  by  Capt.  Holland 
be  complied  with  and  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to  said 
Sam'  Holland  the  sum  he  has  proposed  to  do  said  service  for,  viz. 
One  hundred  guineas  or  one  hundred  and  forty  Pounds  Lawful 
money  Equal  to  so  much  Proclamation  money  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  Lately  granted  by  Parliament  to  this  Province  when 
the  work  is  completed  &  plans  return'd  to  the  Governor  Council 
&  Assembly  one  to  Each. 


[p.  117.]  January  9'''  1772. 

Province  of  |  To„„arv  9">  177'> 
•New  Harap'j '^^""'^^y -^    ^''- 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  The  Com"'  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  the  charge  of  building  the  Light  House 
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having  considered  the  same  &  made  such  deductions  as  they  tho't 
Reasonable  have  Reported  that  there  is  due  to  Daniel  Brewster 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  &  seventy  two  pounds  Eleven  shillings 
»fc  one  penny  together  with  the  other  workmen  employed  in  said 
w5rk  to  whom  he  is  answerable. 

Therefore  Voted  that  there  be  paid  to  the  said  Daniel  Brewster 
the  said  sum  of  three  hundred  seventy  two  pounds  Eleven  shil- 
lings &  one  penny  out  of  the  money  that  is  or  shall  be  in  the 
Treasury  which  sum  is  to  be  consider'd  as  paid  in  Lieu  of  the 
money  formerly  appropriated  for  the  building  of  a  Light  house 
but  applied  to  other  uses. 


[p.  118.]  Monday,  Jan^  U^  1772. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Voted,  That  all  the  Law  books  lately  printed  at  the  cost  of  the 
Government  be  distributed  in  the  following  manner:  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Gov'  one,  each  of  his  Majesty's  Council  one,  44  to  the 
members  of  the  Present  *fe  Late  Assembly,  88  to  the  Taxable 
Towns  tfe  Parishes,  10  to  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts,  15  to 
lay  in  the  house.  Wm.  Parker,  Jno.  Sherburne,  Jacob  Sheafe, 
Mr.  Webster  a  Com'**  to  get  said  books  bound  in  the  best 
manner. 


In  the  house  of  Representatives  Jan^  16  1772. 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Esq.  Mr.  Jacob  Sheaff  John  Gid- 
dinge  &  Christop"^  Toppan  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  advise  &  consult  with  some  suitable  Persons  whether 
there  can  be  Galleries  biylt  in  the  Assembly  Room  or  house  & 
make  Report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  (a) 

(a)  Votes,  Bills,  Acc»  &c.  passed  by  the  House  and  acted  on  by  the  Council 
from  Jany  1  to  16^^  1772. 

Ballance  of  Acct  for  repairs  at  the  Castle,  allowed  £21 :  11 : 2. 

Thos.  Parsons  allowed  £9 :  19 :  10  on  accoimt  of  oscape  from  goal  of  one 
James  Gordon,  a  prisoner. 

Samuel  Fulsome  also  allowed  £4:3:4,  for  same.     ^ 

Acct.  of  Zach'  Foss,  lor  billeting  soldiers  allowed  £15:  3:3. 

Noah  Parlver's  ace'  for  supplies  tor  the  Light  house,  allowed  £6 :  16 :  9. 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Daniel,  for  boarding  several  persons  while  sick  in  prison, 
allowed  £7:19. 

John  King  tor  billeting  soldiers,  allowed  £! :  16:  11  1-2. 

Jacob  Tilton  for  billetting  soldiers,  allowed  £2:  15:  8. 
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Jour.  C.  (fc  Assm.  Jan  16,  1772.  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor  was  pleased 
this  day  to  give  his  consent  to  all  such  ace*  and  allowances  as  had  passed  the 
Council,  «fe  to  such  other  Papers  as  were  necessary  for  his  signature  and  also 
to  the  following  Bills  pass'd  this  Session,  viz. 

1.  An  Act  for  the  Punishment  of  Forgery. 

2.  An  Act  to  establish  a  Dividing  Line  between  the  Town  of  Southampton 
and  the  Town  of  Newton. 

3.  An  Act  to  establish  the  Proceedings  under  the  Governor's  Proclama- 
tion declaring  the  value  of  money  &  the  rate  at  which  it  should  pass  in  this 
Province. 

4.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  or  Law  of  this  Province  passed  in  the  7'*^ 
year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  Gr€orge  the  Second,  Intituled  "  An 
Act  for  the  better  regulating  Highways."' 

5.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  Intituled  An  Act  for  establishing  a  Light 
to  be  kept  at  Fort  William  &  Mary  for  the  benefit  of  vessels  arriving  or  being 
upon  this  Coast  in  the  Night  time. 

6.  An  Act,  to  prevent  and  punish  Disorders  usually  committed  on  the 
Twenty-tifth  day  of  December  commonly  called  Christmas  Day,  the  evening 
preceding  and  following  said  Day,  and  to  prevent  other  Irregularities  com- 
mitted at  other  times. 

7.  An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  passed  in  the  7"^  year  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Reign  Intituled  an  Act  for  ascertaining  the  Excise  granted  on  Spirituous 
Liquors  retailed  in  this  Province  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  5'^  year  of  George 
the  2'^  in  Lawful  money,  and  tor  preventing  Fraud  &  Deceit  by  avoiding  a 
discovery  of  what  is  retailed  &  enforcing  a  due  and  regular  payment  of  such 
Excise,  with  the  form  of  an  Oath  to  be  adminsfi  to  those  who  have  Licences. 

8.  An  Act,  to  vest  the  property  of  forfeitures  and  fines  that  shall  arise  & 
be  incurred  by  Law  within  any  of  the  Counties  in  this  Province,  as  also  the 
Money  for  licences  for  liberty  to  sell  Spirituous  Liquors,  which  by  Law  used 
to  be  paid  into  the  publick  Treasury  of  the  Province  &  applied  to  the  use  of 
the  Province;  to  vest  the  same  in  the  Inhabitants  of  the  respective  Counties 
aforesaid,  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  Counties,  and  to  authorize  the 
County  Treasurer  to  issue  his  Extents  as  the  Province  Treasurer  may  do  by 
Law. 

9.  An  Act  to  supply  the  Treasury  of  this  Province  with  the  sum  of  Five 
Thousand  Five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  Bills  of 
Exchange  to  be  drawn  on  Barlow  Trecothick  Esq""  the  agent  for  this  Prov- 
ince in  Great  Britain  and  paid  out  of  the  money  in  his  hands  lately  granted 
to  this  Province  by  Parliament;  to  be  applied  as  is  herein  directed" &  as  the 
Governor  Council  &  Assembly  shall  direct.  And  also  to  suspend  the  power 
&  authority  given  to  the  Treasurer  to  lay  a  Tax  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  redeem  the  Notes  of  hand  he  had  given  on 
account  of  the  Province,  and  to  appoint  a  Com'<^  to  draw  said  Bills. 

His  Excellency  was  this  day  pleased  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  to 
Monday  the  30"^  day  of  March  next  at  10  o'clock  x.  M. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  by  Proclamation  dated  13*  March  to  Pro- 
rogue the  said  (ieneral  Assembly  to  the  19'*"  day  of  May  next. 
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[p.  119.]  A  List  of  Names  of  TowJis  sending  members  of  the  GenH  Assem- 
bly, and  the  Names  of  the  Persons  who  represent  them  in  a  Session  begun 
19th  May,  1772. 


Somersworth 
Portsmouth  . 


Dover. 


Hampton . 


Hampton  Falls. 

Exeter 


New  Ca.-itle 

Rye 

Kingston 

Newin?ton 

Stretham 

Londonderry 

Greenland 

Durham 

New  Market 

South  Hampton 

Chester 

Plaistow,  Hampstead  &  Atkinson 

Salem  &  Pelham 

Hollis 

Merrimack  &  Munson 

Nottingham  West  &  Litchfield. . . 

Kingsion 

Rochester 

Barrington 

Amherst  &  Bedford 

Winchester 

Keene 

Charles  Towii 


John  Wentworth,  Speaker. 

William  Parker 

John  Sherburne 

Jacob  Sheatf. 

Otis  Baker 

John  Gage 

Christoph'r  Toppan 

Josiah  Moulton 

Jona.  Tilton ; . . . 

John  Giddinge 

rlohn  Phillips 

Tho's  Bell 

Rich'd  Jenness 

Josiah  Bartlett 

Ric'd  Downing 

Andrew  Wiggin 

Steph'n  Holland 

Clem't  March 

Eben'r  Thompson 

Israel  Gilman 

Eliph't  Merrill 

John  Webster 

Jonathan  Carlton 

Joseph  Wright 

Samuel  Hobart 

John  Chamberlane 

James  Underwood 

Benja.  Rowe 

James  Knowles 

Samuel  Brewster 

John  Goffe,  56  m 

Josiah  Willard,  110  m 

Benja.  Hall,  95  m 

Simeon  Alcock,  120  m 


23 
23 
23 
23 
17 
19 
23 
22 
16 
17 
23 
22 
23 
20 
22 
23 
10 
23 
19 
23 
23 
23 
23 
15 
9 
22 
22 
21 
20 
21 
23 
15 
15 
21 


£19:  5:  H 


18: 
17: 
18: 
18: 
15: 
16: 
19: 
16: 
17: 
18: 

18: 
13: 
16: 
17: 
19: 
18: 
20: 
19: 
18: 

20: 
20: 
16: 
17: 
16: 
20: 
12: 
9: 
11: 


16: 
18: 
16: 

4: 
18: 
18: 

5: 
10: 

8: 

9: 


1: 

7:  4 

2:  11 

10:  8 

14:  4 

15:  4 

0:  6 
12: 
14: 


10: 

7: 

10: 

8: 

4: 

1: 

13: 

15: 

15: 


May  29,  1772.  Voted  That  Mr.  Benja  Hall  be  allow'd  Travil  60  miles  for 
Travelling;  in  May  1771  before  he  heard  the  Gen'  Assembly  was  adjoum'd 
also  for  70  miles  Travel  another  time  &  veas  taken  sick  &  could  not  proceed 
any  further  —  Also  Voted  that  Mr.  Olcut  shall  be  allow'd  85  miles  Travil  for 
Travillins;  so  far  in  May  1771  before  he  heard  the  General  Assembly  was 
ailjouru'd. 


Jour, 


C.  &.  Assm.  May  19.  1772. 

Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  present. 
His  Excellency  Johx  Wentworth,  Governor. 


Theodore  Atkinson 
Daniel  Warner 
Jonathan  Warner 
Daniel  Peirce 
Daniel  Rindge 


Esqrs. 


George  Jatfrey 
Daniel  Rogers 
Peter  Gilman 
T.  W.  Waldron 


[p.  120.]  At  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  held  the  19*^ 
of  May  by  Prorogation  from  the  —  March  1772,  the  Governor  was 
Pleased  to  adjourn  the  House  to  the  20"'  Instant  &  being  Inform'd 
that  there  was  a  house  he  sent  the  following  Message. 
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Mr.  Speaker  <t  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  — 

Having  no  special  matter  iu  command  from  his  Majesty  for  your  considera" 
tion  I  shall  at  present  only  recommend  to  your  attention  the  Granting  of  a 
proper  supply  lor  the  necessary  support  of  Government  the  ensuing  year, 
this  being  the  customary  time  of  making  Provision  for  that  Purpose,  I  have 
directed  the  Treasurer  to  lay  before  you  the  accounts  of  the  last  year  to  enable 
you  to  form  an  Estimate  of  the  Sum  requisite  on  the  present  occasion;  what- 
ever else  may  appear  necessary  for  your  Deliberation  shall  be  communicated 
to  you  in  the  course  of  the  Sessions — the  Harmony  &  Unanimity  which 
usually  distinguish  your  proceedings  afford  me  the  fullest  confidence  that 
such  business  as  comes  before  you,  will  receive  the  utmost  dispatch  as  well  to 
avoid  creating  Expence  to  the  Province  as  to  accommodate  your  own  private 
Avocations  at  this  Season. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Council  Chamber,  New  Hampshire, 
May  the  20'»i  1772. 

Tlie  petition  of  James  Brackenridge  setting  forth  the  grievances 
of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Land  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut 
River  as  appears  in  the  Petition  —  ordered  to  lay  for  consid- 
eration, (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm,  May  20, 1772.  The  Petition  of  James  Breakenridge  in 
behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  sundi-y  Townships  on  the  West  side  of  Connec- 
ticut River,  formerly  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Province,  but  now  an- 
nexed to  the  Prov«  of  New  York  Praying  that  the  General  Assembly  would 
Address  his  Majesty  intreating  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  reannex  them  to 
this  Province  &c.     Read  vfe  sent  down.  (1) 

P.  M. 

The  petition  of  the  Com'"  of  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  setting 
forth  that  their  Town  was  divided  by  the  County  Act  which  made 
great  Difficulty  in  their  Publick  affairs, 

Voted  that  the  Petition"  serve  the  Inhabitants  who  live  within 
the  town  of  Bow  that  they  may  be  heard  on  the  27""  Inst,  if  the 
Assembly  is  then  sitting,  if  not  on  the  3"^  day  of  their  sitting 
next. 


Thursday,  21. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Parker,  Clem'  March,  John  Phillips  &  Steph" 
Holland  [be]  a  Com"*'  to  consider  of  the  petition,  to  consider  what 
may  be  proper  to  be  done  relative  to  the  Lands  on  the  West  side 
of  Connecticut  River. 

P.  M. 

[p.  12L]  The  House  considering  that  the  time  the  Recorders- 
of  the  several  Counties  were  chosen  for  was  near  expiring,  they 
proceeded  to  make  choice  of  Daniel  Peirce  Esq""  to  be  recorder  for 
the  county  of  Rockingham,  Sam'  Hobart  Esq'^  to  be  Recorder  for 
the  County  of  Hillsborough  &  Josiah  Willard  Esq'  to  be  Recorder 

(1)  The  Memorial  here  referred  to,  the  editor  has  not  been  ;ible  to  tind.— Ed. 


'^ 
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for  the  County  of  Chester  [Cheshire?]  for  the  terra  of  one  year 
and  for  the  term  of  ten  days  after  the  said  year  as  heretofore. 
[Each  on  condition  that  he  give  Bond  in  £2000  &  also  take  an 
oath.  A  committee  appointed  to  take  the  Bonds  &  papers  into 
their  custody  in  case  of  the  death  or  incapacity  of  S"*  recorders.] 


In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  22. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  James  Brackenridge,  Voted  that 
the  House  will  request  the  Governor  to  Represent  the  case  of  the 
Petitioners  &  state  the  circumstances  of  the  settlers  on  the  West 
side  of  Connecticut  River  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
this  Department  to  obtain  Relief  for  them  &  the  Jurisdiction  of 
said  Land  if  it  may  be  &  that  Wm.  Parker  be  desired  to  prepare  a 
vote  to  be  laid  before  the  House  at  their  next  meeting. 

[The  following  is  the  vote  prepared  and  adopted.] 

Province  of  New  Hampshire, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  22,  1772. 

Upon  Reading  the  Petition  of  James  Brackenridge  setting  forth 
the  Distress'd  condition  of  the  People  on  the  West  side  of  Con- 
necticut River  settled  on  the  Grants  of  Lands  made  by  the  late 
Govern""  of  this  Province  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council, 
it  appears  their  condition  is  Deplorable,  and  that  in  such  a  con- 
fused state  of  affairs  there  can  be  no  useful  cultivation  of  Land, 
that  these  people  have  been  long  in  Possession  and  made  very  con- 
siderable Improvement  without  any  interruption  &  lived  in  Cora- 
fort  and  content  till  the  change  of  the  Jurisdiction  in  the  year 
1764,  Therefore 

Voted,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  Province  be  & 
hereby  is  earnestly  Requested  to  Represent  to  his  Majesty's  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  this  Department  the  unhappy  situation  of  these 
People,  the  violence  by  which  many  of  them  have  been  dispossess'd 
of  their  Improvements  and  the  fruit  of  their  labour  &  Expence, 
That  the  Terms  of  the  grants  of  Lands  made  in  this  Province  are 
much  more  advantageous  to  promote  the  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  Land  than  those  made  in  New  York,  that  with  respect 
to  the  mueh  greater  Distance  from  New  York  the  seat  of  Govern' 
in  that  Province  more  than  from  Portsmouth  the  seat  of  Governm* 
here,  must  make  it  vastly  more  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants  of 
these  Lands  to  be  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Harash'  than 
that  of  New  York,  That  by  his  late  Majesty's  Instruction  to  the 
Governor  of  this  Province  in  the  year  1744  to  Inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  this  Province,  That  unless  they  took  care 
of  the  support  and  supplies  of  Fort  Dummer  which  lies  on  the 
West  side  of  the  River  which  till  then  they  had  not  done,  bis 
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Majesty  should  find  it  necessary  to  set  off  a  proper  district  of 
Land  to  the  Massachusetts,  for  that  it  seemed  to  him  unreasonable 
to  oblige  them  to  maintain  a  Fort  in  another  Goveniment,  That 
thereupon  the  Assembly  tho't  proper  [  ]  with  the  duty  Recom- 
mended, &  supported  that  Fort  as  commanded  accordingly, — by 
all  which  it  appears  that  these  Lands  were  then  within  the  Juris- 
diction of  this  Province  —  That  this  Province  were  not  Inform'd 
of  the  design  of  altering  the  Jurisdiction,  were  never  heard  on 
that  matter  which  they  might  have  set  in  such  a  light  that  it 
would  never  have  been  done.  These  hints  with  what  ever  else 
may  occur  to  his  Excellency  on  this  occasion,  this  liouse  Pray  the 
favor  of  his  Excellency  to  urge  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  judge 
Decent  Especially  in  favor  of  the  sufferers  in  whose  behalf  we 
think  it  may  be  well  said  that  there  is  no  connection  between  the 
Ideas  of  Jurisdiction  &  of  Government  &  the  propriety  of  Indi- 
viduals. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  In  the  house  of 
Representatives  May  26"'  1772, 

Voted  That  tlie  foregoing  Request  be  passed  &  sent  to   his 
Majesty's  Council. 

Wm.  Parker,  Clk. 
[Concurred  by  the  Council.] 


Monday,  May  25*. 

The  Speaker  not  being  arrived,  they  made  choice  of  John  Sher- 
burne Esq''  as  Speaker  pro  Tempore. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  house  respecting  an  Indian  of  St. 
Francis  tiibe  who  was  in  Town  that  it  would  be  proper  to  take 
some  notice  of  him  &  make  him  a  small  Present.  (1)  The  house 
adjourn'd  to  tomorrow  nine  o'clock. 


May  26. 

[p.  122.]  Upon  the  Governor's  message  to  allow  or  make 
some  small  present  to  the  Indian, 

Voted  That  the  House  cannot  see  their  way  clear  to  grant  any 
thing,  for  that  it  appears  he  does  not  come  in  behalf  of  any  of 
his  tribe  or  in  any  public  capacity  and  that  a  gift  to  him  would  in 
effect  be  an  Invitation  to  others  to  come  a  begging. 

(1)  Th  is  message  lias  not  been  found. — £d. 
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May  27. 

(a)  Jour.  C.  db  Aasm.  A  Vote  [from  the  house)  that  there  be  paid  unto  each 
Member  of  his  Majesty's  Council  7s  pr  Day  durin";  their  attendance  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  the  22^  May  1771  to  the  Dissolution  of  the  present  Gen' 
Assembly,  upon  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary,  and  2  l-2d  pr  Mile  for  Travel 
every  time  the  same  is  adjourned  or  prorogued.  Also  ds  pr  Day  to  each 
Member  of  the  Assembly  from  the  said  22'i  Day  of  May  to  the  Dissolution  of 
the  present  General  Assembly,  and  2  l-2d  per  mile  for  Travel,  except  such 
Member  lives  more  than  14  miles  from  hence,  in  w*^^''  case  they  are  to  receive 
one  day's  pay  when  the  Court  is  acyourned  only  from  .Saturday  to  Monday 
upon  a  certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  house ;  Also,  that  the  Clerk  be  al- 
lowed 6s  pr  Day,  in  that  capacity  from  the  aforesaid  period,  exclusive  of  his 
pay  as  a  member  of  the  house  all  the  aforesaid  sums  to  be  paid  out  of  Money 
that  is  or  shall  be  id  the  Treasury.     [Read  and  Concurred.] 

[p.  124.]  A  Resolve  of  Council  Impowering  a  Com'^''  appointed 
to  make  passable  a  Publick  Road  from  Charles  Town  to  Boscawen 
and  allowing  them  to  make  such  alterations  as  they  found  would 
be  necessary  was  sent  down  from  the  Board,  Read  &  Concurred. (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  cfe  Assm.  May  27.  A  Resolve  to  Enable  Edward  Goldstone  Lut- 
wycke  &  others  more  effectually  to  proceed  on  the  business  of  clearing  a 
Road  from  Charlestown  to  Boscawen  w'^''  they  were  appointed  to  do  by  an 
Act  passed  iji  the  9"»  year  of  his  Maj*^^  Reign.  Read  at  the  Board  &  sent 
down. 

His  Excellency  the  Gov""  sent  the  following  Message  to  the 
House,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

It  has  been  suggested  by  experience  that  the  fines  in  the  Militia  Act  not- 
being  reduced  expressly  into  the  present  currency  by  Legislative  Authority 
induces  much  difficulty  &  too  frequent  evasions  of  the  Militia  Discipline 
required  by  Law ;  Therefore  recommended  that  this  matter  be  remedied  by  a 
Law  proper  thereto. 

The  State  of  his  Majesty's  Castle  Wm.  <Sc  Mary  in  this  Province  exceed- 
ingly demands  effectual  consideration.  Repairs  now  applied  will  be  the  wisest 
Economy.  Under  this  head  you  will  naturally  observe  the  insufficiency  of 
the  Garrison  Establishment  for  the  Duty  necessary,  the  number  of  soldiers, 
their  pay  &  billeting  are  found  inadequate  &  I  earnestly  recommend  that 
suitable  Provision  may  be  granted  for  this  Purpose,  for  'tis  impossible  that 
either  the  officer  or  the  soldiers  can  well  subsist  on  the  present  pay,  more- 
Especially  the  officer  who  by  his  Spirit  &  assiduity  in  his  duty  has  merited 
greatly  of  the  Province;  it  will  also  be  requisite  that  some  Law  be  early 
passed  to  prevent  under  severe  penalties  the  purchasing  cloaths  arms  or 
accoutrements  belonging  to  enlisted  soldiers,  or  supplying  them  with  Rum  or 
other  Spirituous  Liquors  without  leave  of  the  commanding  officer'on  duty. 

J'Wentworth. 
Council  Chamber 
New  Hampshire,  27'h  of  May,  1772. 


May  28'\ 

Voted  That  Col°  Goff  Major  Willard,  Rich"*  Jenness  &  Col" 
March  &  Mr.  Sheaff  be  a  Com'*^  of  this  House  to  join  with  such 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty's  Council  to  view  the  Fort- 
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&  consider  what  Repairs  are  necessary  to  be  immediately  made 
&  where  a  magazine  for  the  Powder  may  be  conveniently  built. 
[Concurred,  and  the  Hon""'  Theodore  Atkinson,  Daniel  Warner, 
George  Jaffrey,  Daniel  Rogers  and  Peter  Gilman  Esq"  added.] 

Whereas  sundry  Persons  have  represented  to  this  house  that 
they  have  in  their  Possession  small  Quantities  of  Bills  of  Credit 
of  this  Province,  That  due  notice  had  not  been  given  pursuant  to 
a  former  vote  of  this  house,  &  some  suggest  that  they  had  applied 
to  the  Treasurer  but  that  he  had  not  then  money  to  exchange 
them  with  &  before  he  could  be  provided  the  time  limited  for  the 
Exchange  was  passed  ;  Wherefore  to  take  away  all  grounds  of 
complaint  and  that  Justice  may  be  done  in  this  behalf  to  all  Per- 
sons, It  is  Resolved  &  Voted  That  the  Treasurer  be  &  hereby  ia 
authorized  to  Exchange  said  bills  and  give  the  Possessor  thereof 
Lawful  money  Equivalent  computing  as  he  did  in  case  when  he 
exchanged  by  virtue  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  Eleventh  year  of 
his  Majesty's  Reign,  that  he  may  continue  so  to  do  for  the  term 
of  three  months  from  this  date  &  give  Public  notice  thereof  Im- 
mediately &  none  shall  be  received  or  exchanged  after  the  expira- 
tion of  said  three  months.     Sent  up  by  Col.  Gage, 

P.  M. 

Message  /rem  the  Governor, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  <t  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  previous  measures  necessary  to  be 
Enacted  toward  Enabling  the  Counties  of  Stratford  &  Grafton  in  this  Prov- 
ince to  exercise  &  enjoy  County  Privileges. 

J'Wextwobth. 
Council!  Chamber 
New  Hampshire  28"^  May  1772. 

In  Council  eodem  ilie,  Read  &  ordered  to  be  sent  down  to  the  House. 

G.  King,  Dep.  Seo: 

Upon  reading  which  in  the  House,  Voted  that  Christopher 
Toppan,  Richard  Jenness  Esq"*  &  Rich*^  Downing,  Esq''  be  a 
Com'"  of  this  House  to  join  with  such  as  the  Hon'''  his  Majesty's 
Council  shall  appoint  to  consider  the  subject  matter  of  said 
message  &  Report  accordingly  as  soon  as  may  be.  Sent  up  by 
Mr.  Alcott.  [Concurred,  and  the  Hon'''  Mr.  Jaffrey,  Mr.  Rogera 
&  Mr.  Gilman  added.] 

Report  of  Excise  Committee. 

[p.  125.]  Province  of  New  Hampshire 

Portsmouth,  May  27,  1772.  Agreeable  to  vote  of  the  General  Assembly 
January  12"'  1772,  appointing  a  Com'*«  for  farming  out  of  the  Province  Ex- 
cise, having  met  at  the  house  of  James  Stoodley  Esq""  &  sold  the  same  in 
three  divisions  viz.  Benjamin  Butler  Esq^  the  tirst  Division  for  six  hundred 
&  sixty  pounds,  to  Kich<*  Jenness  Esq''  the  Second  Division  for  one  hundred 
&  four  pounds,  to  Steph.  Holland  Esq.  third  Division  one  hundred  &  seventy 
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pounds,  the  whole  amounting  to  nine  hundred  <Sc  thirty  four  pounds  lawful 
money,  for  which  we  have  taken  their  bonds  for  the  above  sum  &  delivered 
the  same  to  the  Hon'''  George  Jatfrey  Treasurer  <fe  taken  his  Receipt.  Pr 
order  of  the  Com'^e. 

Jonathan  Warner,  Chairman. 


Friday  29,  1772. 

The  Deputy  Sec^  came  down  with  a  message  from  his  Excel- 
lency Informing  the  house  that  he  had  assented  to  the  votes 
Respecting  the  appointing  Recorders  for  the  Counties  of  Rock- 
ingham, Hillsborough  &.  Cheshire. 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne  &  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq"  be  a 
Cora'*^  of  this  house  to  join  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Hon*"'  his  Mnjesty's  Council  to  prepare  some  Refreshments  for 
his  Excellency  &  such  of  his  Majesty's  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  as  shall  be  willing  &  gun  attend  on  his  Excellency 
at  his  Maj(  sty's  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary,  on  the  King's  birth  day  & 
drink  his  Majesty's  health  there  at  the  expence  of  the  Province. 
Sent  up  by  Mr.  Wiggin.  Concurred,  and  Hon*"'  Daniel  Rindge  & 
George 'JartVey  Esquires  added. (a) 

(a)  Votes,  Ace'-  petitions  t&c,  passed  ou  by  the  house  and  concurred  by  the 
Council  from  the  Id^^  to  the  Sl^t  May,  1772. 

Jour.  (J.  it-  Atmm.  Petition  of  Eliphalet  Pattee  for  a  divorce  from  his  wife 
Abigail  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  George  Wentworth  to  revive  an  action  in  Court  —  hearing 
granted. 

Petition  of  town  of  Hopkinton  (divided  between  two  Counties)  praying 
that  the  whole  town  may  be  annexed  to  Hillsborough  County. 

Petition  of  Rochester  for  liberty  to  tax  lands  for  four  years  for  the  clearing 
&  maintaing  roads  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Boston  that  a  part  of  it  called  New 
Addition  may  be  incorporated  into  a  township  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  trom  Xottingham  to  beset  oil"  as  a  parish  —  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill. 

Nathan  Green  allowed  £112:13:8  for  loss  incurred  for  escape  of  one 
Nathan  Longfellow  trom  goal. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Goflstown  respecting  the  illegality  of  their  town 
meeting,  and  that  it  might  be  set  aside  —  heajing  granted. 

Petition  of  Mark  Hunking  Wentworth  for  affirmation  of  judgment  of  Inf"^ 
Court  —  hearing  granted. 

Report  of  Committee  for  burning  money  — accepted  and  discharged. 

The  Governors  Salary  £700  Lawful  money  for  one  year  and  £100  for  house 
rent,  allowed. 

Salary  of  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinson,  SecJ .  allowed  £60  for  one  year. 

Salary  of  Attorney  General,  Samuel  Livermore,  allowed,  £25. 

Rev.  Arthur  Brown,  allowed  £5  as  Chaplain  for  the  Council. 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon,  allowed  iiOs  as  Chaplain  of  the  House. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sam'  Haven,  allowed  fiOs  as  Chaplain  of  the  House. 

Sheriff  of  Rockingham  Co.  allowed  £4,  for  extra  services. 

Ace'  of  Capt.  Hercules  Mooney,  for  enlisting  soldiera  in  1758,  balance  £34 
Sterling,  allowed  &  paid. 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Dover,  concerning  the  Upper  bridge  in  s^  town, 
bearing  granted. 
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Treasurer's  ace'  and  Report  of  Coin'««  thereon,  accepted,  leaving' a  balance 
in  favour  of  the  Province  of  £2799:  4:  10  3-4. 

Petition  of  Alex""  Phelps  and  Israel  Morey,  of  Orford  for  a  tax  of  2d  pr 
Acre  on  Lands  there  for  building  a  meeting  house  —  hearing  granted. 

Enoch  Poor  and  Theodore  Carleton  allowed  the  sum  £7:4:  6,  on  account 
of  the  escape  of  James  Gordon  from  goal. 

Report  of  Com'*^«  to  sell  the  Excise  —  accepted. 

New  Castle  allowed  £30  proclamation  money  in  consideration  of  the  sol- 
diers attending  the  public  worship  there. 

Thomas  Martin  allowed  £8:  13:  5  for  supplies  to  the  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary. 

James  Grouard  allowed  £5 :  8  for  taking  care  of  the  State  house  one  year. 

Eleazf  Russell  allowed  for  postage  on  Governor's  letters  for  one  year,  £13:10. 

Doc""  Hall  Jackson  allowed  for  medicines  and  attendance  at  the  Fort, 
£5:10:6. 

James  Dwyer  for  billeting  soldiers,  allow'd  £2:3:6. 

Wm.  Jones  for  Billeting  soldiers,  allowed  £4:  10:  4. 

Benj*  Mackay,  allowed  £3:  17.  for  28  musket  belts  for  the  Province. 

John  Staves  allowed  for  biHeting  soldiers,  £15 :  8 :  6. 


[p.  126.]  •  Tuesday  June  2^  1772. 

On  the  Petition  of  Eliphalet  Pattee  it  appearing  that  the  said 
Abigail  his  wife  had  been  duly  notified  of  this  Petition  &  that  she 
had  acknowledged  her  guilt  under  her  hand  &  seal  &  that  the 
Petitioner  had  a  legal  claim  to  what  he  petitioned  for,  therefore 

Voted  That  he  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly.  Sent 
up  by  the  Clerk.     [Concurred.] 


.June  4"". 


Met  according  to  adjournra',  but  being  the  King's  birthday  the 
House  waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Govern''  at  Castle  Wm.  & 
Mary  to  view  the  same  &  see  what  Repairs  were  necessary  &  on 
their  Retura  it  was  too  late  to  go  on  business,  whereupon  they 
adjourned  to  tomorrow  morning  nine  o'clock. 


[p.  127.]  .June  5'\ 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Goffstown  for  a  new  Parish 
by  the  Presbyterian  party  was  heard  and  the  Petition  dismissed. 

Upon  hearing  said  Petition  &  hearing  said  Parties  and  it  ap- 
pearing to  the  house  there  was  not  a  number  sufficient  to  be  incor- 
jiorated  into  a  Parish,  &  that  by  incorporating  them  it  would 
weaken  the  hands  of  the  Party  not  Petitioning  so  that  neither 
party  would  be  able  to  carry  on  the  necessary  charges  of  a  Parish, 
&  therefore  Voted  that  the  Petition  be  dismissed. 
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P.  M. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  under  pinning  of  the  Slepers  of 
this  house  is  fallen  down  or  are  Rotten  off  which  will  soon  En- 
danger the  house  if  not  speedily  Repaired,  Therefore 

Voted  that  John  Sherburne  Esq'  be  a  Cora'"  of  this  House  to 
join  with  such  as  the  Hon'''*  his  Majesty's  Council  shall  appoint,  to 
get  the  necessary  repairs  made  in  the  best  manner  they  may  or 
can  &  that  the  Cora'"  draw  raoney  out  of  the  Treasury  to  defray 
the  charges  thereof.  Sent  up  by  Andrew  Wiggin  Esq'.  [Con- 
curred, and  the  Hon'''*  Dr.  Rogers  added.] 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Cochran's  ace'  amounting  to  £24 :  19 :  8  for 
the  Entertainment  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  at  Fort  Wm.  <fc  Mary 
being  the  King's  birthday  be  paid  out  of  the  money  that  is  or 
shall  be  in  the  Treasury.     [Concurred.] 


Tuesday  9"^  June  1772. 

Voted  That  the  Gov'  be  desired  to  give  orders  for  Inlisting 
eight  men  to  be  posted  at  his  Majesty's  Fort  Wm&  Mary  to  serve 
for  one  year  from  the  25"*  of  March  last. 

Voted  That  the  muster  Roll  of  Capt  John  Cochran  for  soldiers 
posted  at  his  Majesty's  Fort  William  <fc  Mary  amounting  to 

[£250  :  17  :  6  1-4 
Sundry  supplys  62  :  13  :  4  1-2 
As  marshall  6  :  12 :  ] 

be  allowed  and  paid  £^20  :     2  :  10  3-4 

[p.  128.]     The  house  took  into  consideration  his  Excellency's 
message  of  the  5'"  Instant  and 
Voted  the  answer  following,  viz. 

The  House  of  Representatives  wou'd  gladly  have  taken  your  Exellency'» 
message  of  the  5"^  distant  under  their  consideration,  but  were  unexpectedly 
prevented  by  the  departure  of  sundry  members  whose  call  home  it  was  said 
was  sudden  &  urgent.  It  having  long  been  an  established  rule  of  the  House 
not  to  reconsider  any  subject  by  a  number  less  than  that  Present  when  it  was 
first  opened,  the  house  therefore  consider  it  a  matter  of  necessity  to  Defer 
the  consideration  of  this  Point,  and  the  rather  as  they  conceive  it  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  your  Excellency  to  have  tlie  Result  to  be  the  determinatioa 
of  a  full  than  of  a  thin  house,  whose  Resolves  &  conclusions  might  be  sus- 
pected of  &  charged  with  Partiality  &  friendship  rather  than  the  effect  of 
Deliberate  &  careful  examination.  Upon  these  motives  the  House  have  sub- 
pended  the  Issue  of  this  affair  imtil  their  next  meeting  when  they  suppose 
business  will  be  more  generally  attended,  that  they  may  in  the  mean  time 
learn  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents  on  the  subject,  which  conduct  the 
House  hope  will  meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation. 

Signed,  John  Wentworth,  Speaker. 

Voted  and  sent  pr  Mr.  Alcott  &  Dr.  Thompson. 
20 
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t 

KOTE  BT  THE   EDITOB.  -      • 

The  Journal  of  the  House,  appears  not  to  have  been  kept  at  this  time  with 
exact  order  and  regularity;  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  the  Govemor 
above  referred  to,  is  found  recorded  on  page  130,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

By  the  proceeilings  of  the  House  I  observe  that  the  sum  of  £700  proclama- 
tion money  has  been  voted  as  ray  salary  for  the  Ensuing  year.  I  have  found 
this  sum  from  the  Experience  of  five  years  past  very  inadequate  to  the 
Express  Intention  of  the  grant,  and  that  it  is  really  so  I  am  persuaded  the 
House  must  be  very  sensible^  nevertheless  I  have  hitherto  suspended  to 
make  any  solicitations  to  the  General  Assembly  for  an  augmentation  to  this 
sum,  but  I  now  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  not  to  postpone  this  matter  any 
longer,  therefore  lest  it  might  be  hereafter  suggested  that  I  neglected  to  apply 
for  it,  1  take  this  opportunity  of  proposing  to  the  House  a  competent  provi- 
sion for  this  Purpose  as  a  measure  that  may  prove  to  the  Credit  and  also  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Province  as  well  as  the  Governor. 

J'Wentwokth. 
Council  Chamber 

New  Hampshire,  June  5"»  1772. 

P.M. 

Upon  motion  made  the  House  took  under  consideration  an 
Extract  from  the  minutps  of  his  Majesty's  Council  relative  to  a 
Petition  signed  by  D.  Peirce  and  others  bro't  down  from  the 
Hon'''  board  accompanying  the  said  Minutes  Respecting  a  Road 
to  be  made  from  Conway  to  Connecticut  River  on  the  East  side 
of  the  White  Hills  &g.  Voted  That  the  Petitioners  have  Liberty 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  clearing  &  making  Passable  a  Road  from 
Conway  to  Connecticutt  River  on  the  East  side  of  the  White 
Hills  ifec.  where  said  Road  can  be  best  made  &  to  subject  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  .several  Townships  or  Tracts  of  [land]  already 
granted  to  clear  &  make  passable  said  Road  thro'  their  respective 
Townships  or  Tracts,  &  if  said  Road  shall  pass  thro'  any  un- 
granted  Lauds  the  Proprietors  of  Lancaster  Northumberland  <fc 
Shelburne  may  cause  the  same  to  be  cleared  &  made  passable  at 
their  own  cost  &  charge  &  render  an  ace'  of  the  cost  thereof  to 
the  Gen'  Assembly  which  ace'  being  allowed  the  grantees  of  said 
lands  or  those  who  shall  hereafter  have  the  same  said  Lands  shall 
pay  to  said  Lancaster  Northumberland  &  Shelburne  their  part 
of  such  ace'  in  proportion  to  the  part  they  shall  obtain  of  such 
lands  thro'  which  said  Road  shall  run.  Sent  up  by  Capt.  Carlton* 
[Concurred.] 


June  10"^. 


The  Salary  for  the  Judges  of  his  Majesty's  Super""  Court  being 
considered. 

Voted  that  there  be  allowed  &  paid  unto  the  Justices  of  his 
Majesty's  Sup""  Court  of  Judicature  for  their  services  for  the  term 
of  one  year  commencing  on  the  19"*  day  of  March,  as  follows,  viz. 
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(p,  129.]  To  the  Chief  Justice  the  sum  of  sixty  five  pounds  Proc- 
araation  money  &  to  each  of  the  other  Justices  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds  like  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  that  is  or  shall  be 
m  the  Treasury,  in  two  half  yearly  payments,  by  a  Warrant  from 
his  Excellency  the  Gov'  with  advice  of  Council.  Sent  up  by 
Deacon  Knowles.     [Concurred.] 

The  Report  of  the  Com""  relative  to  the  Counties  of  Strafford 
&  Cheschire  being  bro't  down  from  the  Hon'''''  Board  yesterday 
with  the  following  Vote  of  Council,  viz.  Read  and  non-con- 
curred and  adhered  to  the  former  vote  :  The  house  took  the  said 
vote  under  their  consideration,  and  Voted  that  they  adhere  to 
their  former  vote  of  the  10"*  Instant.(l)  Sent  up  by  Col.  Gage 
&  Maj.  Wright. (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assem.  June  8, 1772.  The  Council  upon  considering  the 
Report  of  the  Com'^^  appointed  to  consider  of  his  Excellency's  Mess*  about 
the  Counties  of  Straffora  and  (irafton  sent  down  to  the  Hon'^'^  House  for 
their  concurrenje,  a  vote  for  establishing  the  Courts  and  the  times  and  places 
for  holding  them  in  the  said  Counties. 


June  ll'^ 


The  ace'  of  Stephen  Hardy  for  sundries  supplied  made  to  the 
Indian  man  lately  here  was  offer'd  for  allowance  &  payment, 

Voted  that  it  be  dismissed. 

The  Secretary  bro't  down  to  the  House  the  vote  of  the  Council 
for  inquiring  into  the  State  of  the  Lottery  for  New  Market  Bridge, 
Concurr'd  &  Col"  March  appointed  by  the  House  to  join  w""  the 
Com'tee  of  Council  for  that  service,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &.  Assm.  June  11.  His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  the 
State  of  New  Market  Bridj^e,  recommending  that  the  undertaicers  to  build  the 
same,  be  called  to  ace'  with  the  Gen'  Assembly  for  the  monies  produced  by 
the  Lottery  granted  by  the  Gen'  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  &  to  know  what 
Expenditures  have  been  already  made  &  why  the  said  Bridge  is  not  linish'd: 
The  Council  upon  Considering  the  same,  appointed  the  Hon"  Mr.  Waldron 
to  join  such  as  the  Hon"  house  should  appoint  to  make  such  Enquiry.  Sent 
down  by  the  Sec^. 

[p.  180.]  P.  M. 

Voted  That  there  be  paid  to  Joseph  Pattinson  two  pounds  seven 
ghillings  &  two  j)ence  L  money  for  his  account  for  taking  up  & 
committing  to  Goal  one  Mary  Harford  for  the  murder  of  one 
Wm.  Wani.     Sent  up  by  Capt.  Carlton.     [Concurred.] 

Whereas  a  Corn'"  were  appointed  in  May  last  to  view  Fort 
William  &  Mary  &  to  consider  what  repairs  are  necessary  to  be 
Immediately  made  &  where  a  Magazine  for  keeping  the  Powder 

(1)  Neither  the  Report  ■>f  rhe  Coramittoe,  nor  vjte  of  the  House  on  the  lOtli  Inst,  relating 
to  tiila  matter,  is  found  iiti  record.— Ed. 
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may  be  built  with  safety  have  on  the  8*"  of  June  Instant  made 
their  Report  which  has  been  accepted. 

Therefore  Voted,  That  John  Sherburne  &  Jacob  Sheafe  Esq.  be 
a  Com"*  of  this  house  to  join  with  such  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Hon"'*  his  Majesty's  Council  to  cause  said  Repairs  to  be  made 
ao-reeable  to  said  Report  and  that  they  be  authorised  to  draw 
money  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  out  of  the 
Province  Treasury  by  warrant  fi'om  his  Excellency  the  Gov^  with 
advice  of  Council  for  that  purpose  and  that  the  said  Com***  be  & 
hereby  are  authorized  to  build  the  Magazine  for  keeping  the  Pow- 
der agreeable  to  said  Report,  Provided  the  Powder  money  belong- 
ing to  the  Province  be  applyed  for  the  building  said  Magazine. 


Saturday  13  1772. 

The  vote  passed  the  11'"  of  June  Instant  relating  to  Repairs  of 
the  Fort  bro't  down  from  the  Board :  &  Thos.  Bell  Esq''  voted  a 
Com'"  to  join  with  the  Cora'**  appointed  by  the  Board  to  carry 
the  Report  of  the  Cqm'**  into  execution.(a) 

(a)  Votes,  petitions,  Acc^*  &c.  passed  on  by  the  House  and  concurr'd  by 
the  Council  from  June  P'  to  i3"»,  1772. 

Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Ace'  of  Com'^  for  printing  the  new  Law  book  includ- 
ing printing  bill,  allowed  £200:  5,  and  £27  to  the  Committee.  (1) 

John  Marshall  for  repairs  to  the  Castle  barge,  allowed  £9:18:  4. 

On  hearing  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Goffstown,  relating  to  irregularity 
of  town  meeting, —  a  new  meeting  to  be  called  &  Col.  Goffe  to  preside. 

Sarah  Mason's  petition  that  a  certain  deed  which  she  had  made  to  her 
daughter  Mary  Dino,  widow  may  be  set  aside  —  hearing  granted, 

Samuel  Hale  jun.  petition,  that  the  Inf  ■■  Court  might  enter  up  Judgment 
on  certain  notes  of  hand  &c. —  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Reiolve. 

Richard  Jenness'  ace'  for  wood  allowed  £7. 

Samuel  Gerrish'  ace'  for  boat  hire  to  carry  members  of  the  house  on  the 
King's  birth-day,  allowed  £2:2. 

Bill  for  dissolving  the  marriage  of  Eliphalet  Potter  —  passed. 

William  Frost  allowed  pay  as  a  member  of  the  House,  1744-5  £4 :  10  in 
full. 

Joseph  Siraes  for  painting  &  glazing,  at  the  Fort  and  Court  House  allowed, 
£10:13. 

Ace' of  Eliphalet  Daniels,  in  full  of  all  demands  against  the  province  up  to 
the  time  of  Division  into  Counties,— allowed  £9:6:8. 

Zachariah  Foss,  as  pilot  of  the  sloop  Abigail  in  the  Louisburg  expedition, 
1744,  allowed  £1.5. 

Richard  Jenness  &  John  McDuiTee,  allowed  £36,  for  looking  out  a  Road 
from  Durham  to  Cohass. 

George  King  Depy  Sec^  allowed  £10  half  yearly  for  increase  of  service,  by 
dividing  the  Province  into  Coimties. 

Eleazer  Russell,  allowed  £4: 19:  9  for  postage  on  Governor'a  letters  from 
JanJ-  10  to  June  10"»  1772. 

John  Spirhawk,  for  binding  books,  for  stationary,  &c.  allowed  £7:  3. 

M)  One  copy  of  this  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  1771,  may  be  found  In  the  State 
Library,  and  aiao  a  copy  iu  the  Library  of  the  N.  H.  Hist.  Soc— Ed. 
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Council  voted  that  all  the  Courts  for  the  County  of  Strafford  be  held  for 
the  term  of  7  years  at  Dover,  and  afterwards  one-half  of  them  at  Wolfebo- 
rough :  concurred  by  the  house,  with  amendment,  That  after  7  years  held  at 
Dover,  "one  half  the  Courts  be  held  at  some  other  place  as  the  Gov"'  and  As- 
eembly  shall  then  direct  and  order." 

Col°  Warner's  ace*  for  supplies  to  the  Province,  balance  allowed  £8:1: 
7  1-2. 

Daniel  &  Robert  Fowle's  ace'  for  binding  104  law  books,  allowed  £23: 8. 

His  Excellency  the  Gov'  was  pleased  to  consent  to  the  following  bills  passed 
this  Session,  viz 

1.  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  sundry  Acts  expired  or  near 
expiring. 

2.  An  Act  to  annex  part  of  the  town  of  Hopkinton  to  the  County  of 
Hillsborough. 

3.  An  Act  to  erect  a  certain  Tract  of  Land,  in  the  County  of  Hillsborough, 
called  New  Boston-Addition  and  part  of  the  Society  Land,  into  a  Town- 
ship by  the  name  of  Frances-Town. 

4.  An  Act  for  granting  unto  his  most  excellent  Majesty  the  sum  of  Two 
Thousand  pounds  for  the  use  and  purposes  therein  declared. 

5.  An  Act  for  clearing  and  making  passable  a  Road  from  Conway  in  this 
Province  to  Counecticutt  River  on  the  East  side  of  the  White  hills.  (1) 

6.  An  Act  for  assessing  the  Lands  in  Rochester  towards  repairing  the 
Highways  running  through  said  town. 

His  Excellency  was  also  pleased  to  pass  the  several  votes  of  allowance  for 
the  respective  officers  of  Government  bro't  up  this  Session,  the  Treas^''  Ace"*, 
the  Fort  Muster  Roll,  and  sundry  other  accounts  and  allowances. 

His  Excellency  thereupon  asked  the  advice  of  the  Board  whether  he  should 
issue  his  Warrants  on  the  Treasury  for  the  respective  Sums  granted  upon 
such  Acc*^  and  allowances,  to  which  the  Council  did  consent  and  advise. 


June  13"'  1772. 


His  Excellency  was  this  day  pleased  to  adjourn  the  Geu^  Assembly  of  this 
Province  to  Thursday  the  23'^  Day  of  July  next  at  10  o'clock  A.  m. 


Adjourned  by  the  Governor's  several  Proclamations  from  Time  to  Time 
till  the  24"'  of  November  next. 

(1)  The  above  said  Bill  may  be  found  recorded  in  full  in  "Record  of  Acts,  1766-1779,"  p. 
176,  in  Secya.  oflSce.— Ed. 
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[p.  132.]    A  List  of  Toions,  &c.  and  of  Members  in  General  Assembly  in 
Session  from  November  2^th,  1772,  to  February  10th,  1773. 


Towns. 


MEMBEB9. 


« 

> 

c4 


1  = 


■73 
« 


Somereworth 

Portsmouth 

Dover 

Hampton 

Hampton  Falls 

Exeter 

New  Castle 

Rye 

Kingston 

Newin^on 

Stretham 

Londonderry 

Greenland 

Durham 

New  Market 

South  Hampton  

Chester 

Plaetow  &  Hampstead 

Atkinson,  Salem  &  Pelham. 

Hollis 

Merrimack  &  Monson 

Nottingham  W.,  Litchfield. . 

Kensington 

Rochester 

Barrington 

Amherst  &  Bedford 

Winche8t«r 

Kene 

Charles  Town 


John  Wentworth,  Esq.  Speaker 

Wm.  Parker 

John  Sherburne •. 

Jacob  SUeaif  Esq 

Otis  Baker 

John  Gage 

Christ'r  Toppan,  Esq 

Josiah  Moulton 

Jona.  Tilton 

John  Giddinge 

John  Phillips 

Thomas  Bell.  Esq 

Rich'd  Jennees 

Joaiah  Bartlett 

Rich'd  Downing 

And :  Wiggin 

Steph:  Holland 

Clem't  March 

Eben'r  Thompson 

Israel  Gilman 

EUiph't  Merril 

Jno.  Webster  Esq 

Jno.  Carlton 

Joseph  Wright 

Sam'l  Hobart 

John  Chamberlain 

Ja.  Underwood 

Benja.  Rowe,  Esq 

Ja.  Knowles 

Sam'l  Brewster 

Jno.  Goffe.  Esq 

Josiah  Willard 

Benja.  HaU 

Simeon  Alcock 


19 

32 

34 

m 

33 

14 

24 

14 

28 

14 

34 

14 

32 

18 

31 

16 

29 

15 

33 

8 

24 

8 

34 

27 

5 

35 

12 

33 

38 

19 

5 

34 

16 

33 

17 

34 

25 

29 

35 

17 

30 

32 

42 

28 

16? 

22 

52 

26 

50 

29 

20 

17 

22 

27 

22 

30 

56 

31 

110 

16 

96 

21 

120 

17 

£11:  17:  1» 
Cert. 
Cert.  10 :  10 


10 


10:  2:  8 
28:  5:  6 
11:  13: 


8 

19: 

10 

3: 

10 

14; 

11 

7: 

14 

5: 

10:  7 

12:  1 

12:  8 

11:  4 


4 

2 
10 


6 


12:  7 

10:  15 

26:  14: 

10:  1:    9 

11:  4:  10 


9:  15 
11:  8 
11:  19 

7:  19 
Cert.  12th 
Feb.  1774. 

8:  10: 


2 

4 

4 
10 


November  Tuesday  24"*. 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  begun  the  24"^  November 
1772  &  continued  de  die  in  diem  till  the  Tenth  Day  of  Febru- 
ary then  next  following  when  it  was  Prorogued  to  the  11"'  Day 
of  May  1773,  then  to  meet  at  Portsmouth  ten  o'clock. 

[Of  his  Majestys  Council,  present  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Theodore  Atkinson  ">  Jon'  Warner 

Dan'  Warner  >  Esq*.        George  Jaffrey 

Daniel  Peirce  )  Daniel  Rogers 

Peter  Gillman 


Esq".] 


1772  November  Tuesday  24. 

There  being  but  few  members  present  [adjourned  from  time  ta 
time,]  till 
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1773  Tuesday  January  5,  a.  m. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  there  being  nineteen  members 
present  Mr.  Sherburne  Rich"^  Jeuness  &  Dr.  Rowe  waited  on  the 
Gov'  to  inform  him  there  were  members  Enough  Present  to  make 
an  house.     Then  the  house  adjourned  to  tomorrow  ten  o'clock. 


Wednesday  6. 

Mr.  Warner  &  Mr.  Rogers  came  from  the  Board  &  bro't  the 
Governor'  Message  to  the  house  which  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  & 
Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

As  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  house  that  nothing  unusual  has  taken 
place  in  the  Province  since  their  adjournment  It  is  in  course  to  suggest  the 
Effectual  consideration  of  the  business  enter' d  upon  before  your  recess. 

I  have  also  to  recommend  that  such  Laws  as  are  expired  or  near  expired  <fe 
have  been  found  useful  may  be  re- enacted,  and  such  others  be  provided  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  Province  require.  It  is  to  be  wish'd  that  frequent  complaints 
of  counterfeit  Silver  &  Gold  specie  did  not  compel  me  to  think  some  Law  for 
the  Puniihment  of  such  Crimes  is  necessary  to  the  safety  of  every  individual, 
this  will  bear  upon  a  view  of  the  Penal  Laws  which  will  also  suggest  the 
Propriety  of  Ascertaining  those  fines  in  Proclamation  currency  that  are  not 
already  done,  it  is  peculiarly  requisite  in  the  Militia  Laws,  indeed  it  is  but 
mere  Justice  due  to  those  officers  who  have  meritoriously  exerted  themselves 
in  reviving  a  military  Discipline  much  to  their  honor  and  less  to  the  credit  of 
the  Province. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  Treasurer  is  directed  to  prepare  the  Provincial  Accounts  for  Inspection 
of  the  Assembly  from  whence  they  will  more  properly  judge  of  the  sum 
necessary  to  be  granted  for  the  support  of  Government  the  ensuing  year 
which  I  recommend  to  your  Liberal  Determination  in  such  time  as  to  prevent 
the  necessity  of  incurring  the  expence  of  a  Spring  Session.  The  very  happy 
State  of  this  Province  in  respect  to  their  Perfectly  Inconsiderable  Taxes  and 
the  absolute  necessity  of  providing  a  convenient  House  for  my  residence 
which  hitherto  I  have  wanted  constrain  me  earnestly  to  move  the  Assembly 
to  take  Etfectual  measures  for  building  a  Province  House  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernor can  reside  with  comfort  to  himself  and  Respect  to  the  Government. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Council  Chamber,  Portsmouth 
New  Hampshire  January  5,  1773. 

[p.  135.]  Voted  That  the  Speaker,  the  Clerk  of  this  house. 
Col**  Phillips  &  Mr.  Sherburne  be  a  Committee  to  answer  the 
Governors  Speech  to  the  House. 

Voted  That  Col°  Phillips  John  Giddinge  Dr.  Thompson  &  Dr. 
Bartlett  Esqr*  be  a  Committee  to  Inquire  what  Tempory  Laws  are 
expir'd  or  near  expiring  and  make  Report  «fe  what  Laws  may  be 
alter'd  to  advantage  &  what  new  ones  are  necess^,  as  soon  as  may 
be. 
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Thursday 


7">. 


The  Deputy  Secretary  bro't  in  Capt.  Cochran's  Ace'  relative  to 
the  supply  of  Oyl  to  the  Light  House  with  a  Letter  to  his  Excel- 
lency from  said  Cochran  on  the  State  of  said  house. 

P.  M. 

An  answer  to  the  Gov"  message  was  this  day  agreed  on  &  sent 
to  his  Excellency  Avhich  was  as  follows,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Represent*  have  considered  your  Message  of  yesterday  with 
your  Excellency's  Recommendation  of  the  matters  proposed  to  their  attention 
at  Present. 

Laws  being  the  Rule  of  the  behaviour  of  every  Individual  in  Society  can- 
not be  neglected  or  slightly  attended  to  by  those  who  have  cognizance  of 
their  frame  &  existence  without  the  most  blamable  conduct  as  the  contrary 
demonstrates  a  Difterent  conduct  both  useful  &  commendable. 

The  house  have  resolved  to  consider  of  a  Law  proper  to  Punish  the  coun- 
terfeiting the  current  cohi  of  the  Province  as  a  fact  most  Detrimental  to  Gov- 
ernment in  General  &  to  every  Particular  Government  where  it  is  Practiced 
&  every  Individual  in  it,  as  also  to  consider  the  Penalties  proper  for  the 
Militia  Laws  to  Encourage  that  hon'''^  &  useful  Act. 

The  House  would  observe  that  finishing  the  Public  business  so  as  to  Pre- 
vent a  Spring  Session  tho'  very  desirable  they  cannot  thinl\  it  Practicable. 

The  House  beg  leave  further /uri/ier  to  observe  to  your  excellency  that  tho' 
the  Province's  Tax  is  not  very  high,  yet  the  Tax  upon  the  whole  Including 
County,  Town  &  Parish  which  must  be  paid  by  the  People  cannot  be  deemed 
Inconsiderable.  However  they  will  consider  all  matters  comprehended  in 
your  message  with  that  attention  &  dispatch  the  nature  of  the  affair  &  their 
attendance  on  other  necessary  business  will  admit. 

New  Hann""    \  ^"  *^^  house  of  Representatives  January  7"*  1773, 

[Voted]  That  the  above  written  draft  be  sent  to   his  Excellency 
the  Governor  as  an  answer  to  his  message  of  the  5'^  Instant, 

J.  Wentworth,  Speaker. 


[r.  136.]  Fryday  8'^ 

Voted  That  John  Sherburne  Christopher  Toppan  with  Dr- 
Giddinge  &  Dr.  Thompson  Esq"  be  a  Com'"  to  draw  up  a  Schedule 
of  what  shall  be  deemed  Rateable  Estate  to  be  sent  to  the  several 
Towns  in  order  to  a  new  proportion. 

Jour.  C.  <fc  Assm.  Nov.  8.  The  petition  of  William  Simpson  et  alii  in 
behalf  of  sundry  the  inhabitants  of  Orford  setting  forth  that  they  are  of  the 
Church  of  England  Establishm'  &  therefore  Praying  that  their  land  in  said 
Town  of  Orford  may  not  be  taxed  to  the  support  of  a  minister  of  any  other 
Profession,  being  read  at  the  board  was  sent  down  to  the  Assembly. 

The  petition  of  William  Simpson  &c.  read  and  ordered  to  lay 
for  consideration. 
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Wednesday  13'\ 

Mr.  King  bro't  from  the  board  a  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhab"  of 
Portsmouth  ag"  allowing  theatrical  exhibitions,  which  being  read, 
Voted  unanimously  that  the  Prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  & 
that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 
'Sent  up  by  Rich*^  Jenness  Esq". 

The  petition  of  sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  on  Connecticutt 
River  for  an  highway  from  Dover  to  Cohass  was  read. 


Thursday  14*. 

Voted  That  Col"  Phillips  Rich'^  Jenness  Mr,  Knowles  Major 
Hobart  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of  the  petition  of  the  People 
on  Connecticut  River  about  an  highway. 


Monday  IS'*'. 

The  Dep'  Sec^  bro't  down  the  report  of  the  Com'"  about  the 
Counties  of  Stratford  ifc  Grafton  &  the  petition  of  Mess"  Fowle 
about  taking  am'  of  Law  books. (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  it  Assm.  18'**  Jany.  The  petition  of -Daniel  &  Robert  Fowle 
setting  forth  that  they  should  be  great  losers  by  Printing  a  new  Edition  of 
the  Province  Law  book  unless  the  Province  will  take  130  more  of  the  said 
books  &c.     Read  in  Council  &  sent  down  to  the  Assembly  recommended. 

20"^.  The  Petition  of  Alexander  Phelps  &  Israel  Morey  Esq.  As  agents  for 
the  Townships  of  Lime  &  Orford  praying  that  one  or  the  other  of  said  Towns 
may  be  the  Place  where  half  the  Courts  of  Record  in  the  County  of  Grafton 
may  be  held.     Which  was  read  at  the  Board  &  sent  down  to  the  Assembly. 

22<i.  The  Petition  of  John  Hurd  Esq.  as  agent  for  the  town  of  Haverhill, 
Bath,  Lime  &  Gunthwait  (1)  praying  that  Haverhill  may  be  the  shire  Town 
in  the  County  of  Grafton,  Read  &  sent  down. 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Monlton  &  Jos.  Moulton  in  behalf  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Orford  praying  that  the  2d  pr  acre  on  the  Lands  in  said  Orford 
may  not  be  granted  as  asked  for,  for  reasons  assigned,  which  was  read  &  sent 
down  to  the  House. 


Tuesday  26'\ 

[p.  138.]  The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Petition  of 
Alexander  Phelps  &  Israel  Morey  &  the  petition  of  John  Hurd 
Esq.  relative  to  the  place  of  fixing  the  Courts  in  the  County  of 
■Grafton  and  after  hearing  thereon  the  House  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock  p.  M. 

(l)Tbl8  towii  was  about  26  inileb  from  Haverhill;    bounded  by  the  Amonoosuck  river 
on  the  WeHt,  afterwards  called  Concord,  but  now  called  Lisbon.— £d. 
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Wednesday,  27. 

The  Petition  of  Matthew  Thornton  and  others  was  bro't  down 
by  the  Sec^  as  also  the  petition  of  Brackinredge  bro't  down.(a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Jan.  27.  A  Petition  signed  James  Brackenridge  a» 
agent  for  the  Inhabitants  of  a  number  of  Townships  situated  in  the  Western 
side  of  Connecticutt  River  formerly  belonging  to  this  Government  now  under 
New  York,  Praying  a  Pecimiary  grant  to  assist  the  said  Brakenridge  in  repre- 
senting to  his  Majesty  the  distressed  state  of  her  subjects  inhabiting  those 
Townships  &c.  which  was  read  &  sent  down  to  the  House. 

The  petition  of  Matthew  Thornton  &  others  Praying  that  the  Towns  of 
Londonderry,  Wendham,  Pelham,  Salem,  Pembrook  &  Concord  may  be 
taken  off  from  the  County  of  Rockingham  &  annexed  to  the  County  of 
Hillsborough,  was  read  at  the  board  &  sent  down  to  the  House. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan^  27""  1773. 

Considerins:  the  circumstances  of  the  County  of  Grafton,  Voted 
that  there  be  held  in  said  County  four  courts  of  General  Sessions 
[p.  139.]  of  the  Peace  on  the  third  Tuesdays  or  October,  January 
&  July  annually  all  which  with  the  other  Courts  &  times  & 
Places  for  holding  of  each  passed  into  an  Act  were  particularly 
set  forth  in  the  Act  as  in  this  vote.  Sent  up  by  Col.  Gotfe. 
[ConcuiTed.] 


Fryday  '29'". 

The  Dep'  Secretary  bro't  down  a  message  from  his  Excellency 
the  Gov'  Recommending  to  the  house  to  grant  an  allowance  to 
the  President  of  Dartmouth  College. 

Governor' s  Message. 
[Copied  from  page  143  of  the  Journal  of  the  House.] 

Mi:  Speaker  (fe  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  Justice  due  &  regard  I  entertain  for  the  Honor  and  Prosperity  of  the 
Province  wou'd  be  neglected  by  me  in  one  of  its  greatest  Interests  if  I  should 
suffer  this  Session  to  be  passed  without  recommending  to  your  consideration 
to  provide  some  aid  for  the  support  of  Dartmouth  College:  An  Institution 
that  highly  merits  your  warmest  Protection  because  Virtue  and  Learning  are 
the  care  of  good  Legislators.  The  Rev*  &  worthy  President  whose  time  «fe 
zeal  is  devoted  to  your  lasting  good  Daily  experiences  the  want  of  a  support  j 
I  am  convinced  that  no  expenditure  would  be  more  useful  to  the  Public  than 
a  grant  for  this  purpose.  Surely  none  can  be  more  agreeable  to  a  People  pro- 
fessing Christianity  &  Zealous  ibr  its  Preservation  among  the  remotely  set- 
tling Brethren  or  its  extension  to  unenlightened  Heathen  natives  of  the 
Land. 

J'Wentworth, 
Council  Chamber 
29  January  1773. 


1773.1  JOURNAL  OF  THE   HOUSE.  315 

P.   M. 

On  reading  the  account  of  Dan'  &  Robert  Fowle, 
Voted  That  Dr.  Thompson  Dr.  Giddinge  &  Major  Hobart  be  a 
Com'**  to  consider  thereof 

Upon  a  representation  of  the  Difficulties  the  American  Colonies 
Labour  under  and  upon  a  Motion  made  that  Lord  Dartmouth  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Secretaries  of  State  be  addressed  thereon,  Voted 
That  Mr.  Speaker  Mr.  Parker  Col°  Phillips  Col«  Toppan  Capt. 
Giddiug  &  Mr.  Sherburne  be  a  Com'**  of  the  house  to  draw  up 
an  Address  to  the  Right  Hon'''*  the  Lord  Dartmouth  &  Present 
to  the  House  accordingly  as  soon  as  may  be.  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Ahsiu.  Jan.  29,  1773.  Mr.  Knowles  from  the  house  bro't 
up  a  resolve  That  the  Clerks  of  the  respective  Courts  in  the  County  of  Rock- 
ingham from  whence  Processes  are  issued  commending  the  officers  to  com- 
mit the  Person  or  Persons  in  their  custody,  to  alter  the  form  of  such  Process- 
so  far  as  to  order  the  commitment  to  be  made  to  the  Prison  in  Portsm"  or 
Exeter  in  s>'  County  ;is  heretofore  they  used  to  be  to  his  Majesty's  goal  iff 
Portsm^,  and  that  the  Sheritf  of  the  said  County  may  for  the  safer  custody  of 
any  Prisoner  in  his  custody  or  other  convenience  remove  him  or  lier  from 
one  Prison  to  another,  and  furthei  that  the  same  rule  &  Directions  may  be 
observed  by  the  Clerks  &  Sheriffs  of  any  other  Counties  in  this  Province  hav- 
ing more  Prisons  than  one.     [Read  &  concurred.] 

(b)  Col"  Holland  from  the  house  bro't  up  the  Petition  of  Matthew  Tliorn- 
ton  &  others  as  entered  the  27"*  Instant  for  taking  off  some  Towns  therein 
mentioned  i'rom  the  County  of  Rockingham  &  annexing  them  to  the  County 
of  HiUsbury  with  a  vote  of  the  House  theron  for  a  hereing  &c.  [Read  & 
non-concurred.] 


Saturday  SO*. 

Voted  That  the  Corresponding  Com'**  be  desired  to  purchase 
an  Iron  Chest  for  the  Prov*  use  (1)  and  also  the  measures  want- 
ing, viz.  a  Gallon  &  half  gallon  for  the  use  of  the  Province  & 
Draw  on  the  agent  for  the  pay  thereof.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Alcock, 
[Concurred.] 

P.  M. 

The  Depy  Sec^  bro't  down  a  memorial  of  Dr.  Wheelock,  read 
<fe  ordered  to  lay  for  consideration,  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Feb.  1,  1773.  The  memorial  of  the  Rev<i  Doctor 
Eleazer  Wheelock  Praying  to  be  Empowered  to  set  up  a  Lottery  for  the 
Benefit  of  Dartmouth  College  «fec.  read  at  the  board  &  sent  down  to  the 
house. 


[p.  140.]  Thursday  4">  February. 

The  address  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  prepared  was  read  <fc 
voted  to  be  sent  to  him  &  committed  to  the  care  of  John  Sher- 
burne Esq.  for  that  purpose.     The  address  was  as  follows,  viz. 

(1)  Which  will  contain  ten  thousand  dollars.    [Jour.  C.  <*  As.im.]—Ki>. 
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May  it  Please  your  Lordship  — 

By  this  humble  Address  of  his  Majesty's  Loyal  &  dutiful  Assembly  of  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  at  their  first  session  since  your  appointment  to 
the  hon"'  &  important  Station  of  Secretary  of  State  for  his  Majesty's  Colonies 
in  America. 

We  beg  leave  to  present  our  congratulations  &  express  the  Pleasure  it  gives 
us  that  your  Lordship  is  called  to  this  high  office  so  nearly  connected  with 
the  Interest  of  America.  Altho  we  have  the  like  Expectation  from  an  event 
so  auspicious  as  our  Sister  Colonies  in  America  &  in  which  we  wish  to  share 
with  them  having  the  same  General  connections  &  Interest, 

Yet  we  particularly  implore  your  Lordship's  Patronage  for  the  Good  People 
we  Represent  and  Especially  for  our  new  Establish' d  Seminary  of  Literature 
to  which  we  hope  if  your  Lordship  condescends  to  be  a  nursing  father  it  will 
soon  be  a  ditfusive  Blessing  and  thereby  in  some  measure  merit  the  exalted 
name  of  Dartmouth  College. 

From  your  Lordship's  well  known  affection  for  the  British  Constitution  We 
presume  it  will  be  agreeable  to  your  Lordship  to  be  acquainted  that  it  is  our 
firm  belief  there  is  scarce  an  adult  bom  in  this  now  growing  Government 
but  rejoices  in  the  reflection  that  our  King  is  a  Protestant  of  the  Illustrious 
House  of  Hanover  whose  concern  for  the  good  of  their  subjects  has  ever  been 
conspicuous  from  the  first  of  their  advancement  to  the  throne  of  the  British 
Empire  to  this  time,  an  Instance  of  which  we  Eujoy  in  his  Majesty's  Appoint- 
ment of  our  Present  Governor,  whose  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
Province  has  been  to  the  general  Satisfaction  of  the  People. 

We  would  not  presume  to  intrude  on  your  Lordship's  time  with  a  Disqui- 
sition of  American  Affairs,  but  while  we  deprecate  its  Disquietudes  we  also 
do  the  causes  thereof  and  are  morally  sure  on  the  removal  of  one  the  other 
would  immediately  cease. 

For  a  critical  examen  of  which  and  the  effecting  so  salutary  an  End  we 
trust  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  inclined  our.  most  gracious  Sovereign  to  exalt 
your  Lordship  to  the  Department  you  now  fill. 

We  beg  leave  to  add  that  it  is  our  Earnest  Prayer  that  the  Divine  Blessings 
may  always  be  granted  to  rest  on  your  Lordship  and  that  we  are  your  Lord- 
ships most  Dutitul  and  obedient 

[p.  14L1  Humble  Servants, 

J.  Wentworth,  Speaker. 

Province  of  New  /  February  5"^  1773  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Hampshire  j      Representatives. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

The  House  on  this  day  Petitioned  the  Gov"'  for  a  recess,  which 
see  at  the  end  of  the  Journal  of  this  Session,  p.  143. 

Petition  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Governor 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Reprentativee  have  been  constantly  setting  as  your  Excel- 
lency well  knows  from  the  fifth  of  Jany  last  to  this  day,  during  which  time 
they  have  diligently  attended  the  business  in  which  they  have  been  engaged 
&  given  it  all  the  dispatch  which  cou'd  reasonably  be  expected  considering 
the  Nature  and  method  of  Transacting  such  affairs,  where  every  one  has  a 
right  to  be  heard  &  give  his  opinion  in  the  minutest  Matters,  notwith- 
fitanding  which  &  the  Interruptions  occasioned  by  Private  Petitions  &  other 
affairs,  they  have  passed  sundry  Laws  Acts  of  considerable  consequence  such 
as  the  Direction  for  taking  Inventories  of  Estates  in  order  for  a  new  Propor- 
tion and  valuation  Act  which  unavoidably  took  up  much  time  besides  several 
other  Acta  necessary  for  the  administration  of  Justice. 

The  Present  Session  proving  so  favorable  for  managing  County  business  & 
ao  many  of  the  members  being  concerned  therein  they  cannot  give  that  at- 
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tention  that  is  necessary  to  the  Discharge  of  the  Publick  Business,  Wherefore 
the  House  beg  leave  to  Postpone  the  other  matt"  Recommended  by  your  Ex- 
cellency till  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly  as  by  the  adjustment  of  the 
Public  ace*  which  will  then  of  course  be  exhibited  &  the  usual  grants  & 
Demands  on  the  Province  made,  so  that  the  House  will  be  able  to  know  the 
state  of  the  Province  Treasury  &  what  a  charge  the  People  are  able  to  bear, 
add  to  this  the  Com**®  appointed  to  find  a  suitable  place  to  build  a  Province 
house  and  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  costs  thereof,  and  then  to  make  Report 
which  will  enable  the  House  to  judge  with  more  Precission  what  is  their 
duty  in  the  matters  before  them.  Wliereupon  they  humbly  move  your  Excel- 
lency for  a  Recess  that  they  may  attend  their  Domestic  concerns  which  now 
takes  up  too  much  of  their  tho'ts  to  attend  to  the  weighty  matters  Recom- 
mended by  your  Excellency  to  their  consideration,  but  not  yet  determined  — 
which  granted  they  will  esteem  a  great  favor. 

New  Ham^itr  }  ^"  ^^®  ^^^^  ^^  Repres*  Feb.  6">  1773.. 
Voted  That  the  foregoing  Address  be  presented  to  the  Governor. 

J.  Wentworth,  Speaker. 

A  Petition  was  Preferred  by  Sam'  Webster  &  Edmund  Noyce 
for  a  re-hearing  of  a  cause  tried  on  a  Writ  of  Review  at  Exeter 
Supe'  Court  in  Sep'  last  for  that  one  of  the  Jury  who  tried  the 
cause  has  declared  since  the  trial  that  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
rest  to  the  verdict  given :  but  it  appearing  this  declaration  has 
been  made  only  since  the  Court,  was  equally  known  then  &  not 
discovered  by  the  Juror  now  Pretending  to  be  dissatisfied,  when 
he  agreed  with  the  rest  in  Open  Court,  it  was  tho't  it  would  be  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  grant  a  new  Tryal  after  a  Review  &  the 
Jtiry  had  been  on  the  spot  and  therefore  the  Petition  was  dis- 
missed. 


Saturday  6'". 
Province  of  } 

New  Hamp'' )  In  the  House  of  Representatives  February  6, 
1773,  Voted  that  the  Hon"'  Tho'  Westbrook  Waldrou  be  & 
hereby  is  appointed  Recorder  ol  Deeds  and  Conveyances  of  Real 
Estate  in  the  County  of  Strafford  until  the  tenth  day  of  May 
next  &  until  the  10"^  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Gen'  Assembly 
next  after  the  expiration  of  said  Terra  and  that  he  shall  not  be 
Qualified  to  act  sis  Recorder  until  he  hath  given  bond  with  suf- 
ficient sureties  jointly  &  severally  in  the  sura  of  two  thousand 
pounds  Lawftil  money  unto  the  Hon"'  John  Wentworth  Esq. 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  Representatives  or  the  Speaker  for  the 
time  being  and  taken  oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  said  office 
and  that  the  Hon"'  John  Wentworth  ICsq.  Otis  Baker  &  Eben' 
Thompson  Esq"  be  a  Com***  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  to 
take  the  books  beloncringr  to  said  Office  of  Recorder  into  their  cus- 
tody  in  case  of  the  Death  or  incapacity  of  the  recorder  or  on  the 
expiration  of  the  terra  above  raention'd  &  them  safely  keep  until 
further  order  of  the  General  Assembly  «.%  that  they  be  under  oath 
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for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  Trust.  Sent  up  by  Col°  Toppan. 
[Read  at  the  Board  &  concurred  &  assented  to  by  the  Governor.] 
Voted  That  John  Hurd  Esq"^  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  Re- 
corder of  Deeds  &  Conveyances  of  Real  Estates  in  the  County  oi 
Grafton,  [for  like  time  &  like  conditions  as  above  —  Alex""  Phelps 
Esq'  David  Hubbard  &  Charles  Johnson  Cono'**  &c.  [Con- 
curred.] (1) 


[p.  142.]  Tuesday  8'\ 

Voted  That  all  the  Laws  now  in  force  in  this  Province  not 
already  Printed  be  printed  as  soon  as  may  be  at  the  charge  of  the 
Province  &  that  a  set  of  them  (2)  be  prepared  to  go  with  each 
Law  Book  &  that  Wm.  Parker,  Esq'  be  a  Com'"  of  this  house  to 
join  with  such  as  the  Hon**'  the  Council  shall  appoint  to  carry  this 
vote  into  Execution.  [Concurred  and  the  Hon"  George  Jaffrey, 
added.] 


Wednesday  10'". 

A  vote  for  printing  all  the  Laws  as  above  passed  into  a  vote  <fc 
sent  up  by  Wiggin. 

The  Sec^  bro't  down  a  Vote  to  Print  100  copies  of  the  Act 
ag*'  killing  Deer  at  unseasonable  times  &  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  Towns  where  Deer  was  to  be  found  or  might  Probably  be 
taken.  Sent  down  from  the  Council  &  concurred  by  the 
House. (a) 

(a)  Votes,  ace**,  petitions,  bills.  &c.  passed  on  by  the  House  and  concurred 
by  the  Council  from  Jan^  5">  to  Feb^  lO'i,  1773. 

Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Petition  of  inhabitant^)  of  north  east  part  of  Canter- 
bury to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct  Parish  (Loudon),  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  Theophilus  Dame  as  guardian  to  Benjamin,  .John  &  Susanna 
Odiorn,  to  sell  a  certain  house  &  lands,  &c.,  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

An  act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of  Eliphalet  Pattee  ot  Chester,  with  Abi- 
gail his  wife,  passed. 

Vote  appointing  a  Committee  to  look  out  a  proper  place  to  build  a  ProT- 
ince  House  for  the  Governor,  &c. 

Ace'  of  Com'**^  to  repair  the  Fort  Wm.  &  Mary,  and  to  build  a  Powder 
Magazine,  allowed  £."^4:  2:  11  L.  M. 

Petitiojj  of  inhabitants  of  Francestown  to  tax  unimproved  lands,  hearing 
granted. 

Ace'  of  John  House  &  others  for  surveying  a  road  from  Dartmouth  College 
to  Plymouth,  allowed  £10  in  full. 

Ace'  of  Samuel  Tillotson  for  apprehending  one  Joshua  Pool  for  coiuiterfeit- 
ing  money,  allowed  £3. 

(1)  In  Journal  ofthf.  House,  "  a  few  members  attendeil  but  not  enough  to  make  a  houde," 
a4Journeil  to  Tuesday  8,  "  then  chose  the  Recorders  of  the  new  counties." — Ed. 

(2)  "  That  250  setts  he  prepared  to  go  with  the  Law  books."     Jour.  C.  Aaam. — Ed. 
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Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Long  Meadows  in  Cheater,  to  be  sett  off  a  dis- 
tinct Parisli,  hearing  granted. 

Ace'  of  Noah  Parker  for  a  Stove  for  the  Assembly  room,  allowed  £11:7. 

Petition  of  William  Nevins  obliging  the  Towns  of  Hollis  &  Dunstable  to 
build  a  bridge  over  Nashua  river,  hearing  granted. 

Vote  directing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province  to  exchange  any  Paper  Bills 
in  his  hand,  for  Lawful  money,  Ac. 

Petition  of  Sarah  Sherburne  guardian  to  her  children  Dorothy  &  Hannah 
Sherburn,  for  leave  to  sell  their  part  of  real  Estate,  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Petition  of  Richard  Jeunes  &  Tho^  Simpson  as  Com'*'«  of  Deerlield,  that  a 
tax  may  be  laid  on  alJ  the  lauds  there  lor  "  building  a  Parsonage  for  their 
minister,"'  repairing  highways,  «fec.,  hearing  granted. 

Ace'  of  Daniel  Tillotson  for  a  further  allowance  for  apprehending  Joshua 
Pool,  allowed  £3:  6  more. 

Ace'  of  Daniel  Rogers  &  John  Sherburne  for  repairing  the  State  house, 
allowed  £5tt. 

Ace'  of  Theodore  Atkinson,  for  charge  of  a  green  cloth  for  covering  the 
table  in  the  Council  Chamber,  allowed  £0:  5. 

Ace'  of  Daniel  &  Robert  Fowle  for  printing,  £20:  12:  6,  allowed  £19:  8:  6. 

His  Excellency  gave  his  assent  to  the  following  Bills  as  past  by  both 
Houses,  viz. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  for  the  Paym'  of  £40  by  the  Town  of  Dover  to  sun- 
dry Persons  for  building  a  Bridge  in  said  Town. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  impowering  Sarah  Sherburne  of  Portsm"  in  the 
County  of  Rockingham  &  ProV  of  New  Hampshire  wid"  as  guardian  for  Two 
of  her  daughters  Dorothy  Sherburne  &  Hannah  Sherburne  minors  under  the 
age  of  Twenty  one  years  to  sell  said  minors  shares  in  the  real  Estate  of  their 
Father  Henry  Sherburne  late  of  s^  Portsm".  Esq.  deceiised  Intestate. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  Establish  an  equitable  method  of  making  rates  & 
Taxes  and  determining  who  shall  be  legal  Voters  in  Town  affiiirs. 

A  Bill  intituled  An  Act  enabling  Theophilus  Dame  of  Portsm"  in  the  County 
of  Rockingham  and  Provuice  of  New  Hampshire,  Esq.  as  guardian  of  the 
Children  of  Benj*  Oiiiorne  deceased,  to  sell  their  right  &  Interest  in  a  certain 
House  &  Land  in  s''  Portsm'^  for  their  support. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  set  otf  part  of  tlie  Town  of  Canterbury  into  a 
distinct  Parish  by  the  name  of  Loudon.  ^ 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  Act  made  in  the  seventh 
year  of  his  Present  Majesty's  Reign  Intituled  an  Act  for  ascertaining  the  Ex- 
cise Granted  on  Spirituous  Liquors  retailed  in  this  Province  by  an  Act  passed 
in  the  fifth  year  of  George  the  Second  in  LawfuJi  money  &  for  Preventing 
fraud  and  Deceit  by  avoiding  a  Discovery  of  what  is  retailed  &  inforceing  a 
Due  &  Regular  Payment  of  such  Excise  with  the  form  of  an  Oath  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  those  who  have  Lycence. 

A  Bill  intituled  An  Act  for  reviving  &  amending  an  Act  Passed  in  the 
Eighth  year  of  his  Present  Majesty's  reign  intituled  an  Act  in  amendment  of 
the  Acts  for  establishing  Fees  belonging  to  the  several  otticers  in  this  Prov- 
ince. 

A  Bill  intituled  An  Act  for  tixing  the  Times  <&  Places  of  holding  Courts  in 
the  Countys  of  Stratford  »&  Grafton. 

A  Bill  intituled  a  Act  iu  addition  to  &  for  the  amendm'  of  the  several  Acta 
of  this  Province  for  establishing  a  Light  to  be  kept  at  his  Majesty's  fort  Wm. 
A  Mary,  for  the  benefit  of  vessels  arriving  at  or  being  near  this  coast  in  the 
night  time. 

His  Excellency  wa.s  pleased  to  Prorogue  the  General  Assembly 
to  Tuesday  the  Eleventh  Day  of  May  next,  ten  o'clock,  a.  m. 
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[p.  144.]  Note.  — On  marginal  page  144  is  a  List  of  Towns  and  Names  of 
Representatives  therefrom,  the  same  as  at  the  previous  session,  p.  310,  except 
that  Amos  Seavey  is  Representative  from  Rye  instead  of  Rich'*  Jenness. — Ed. 


Xhe    King's    Order  in    Council  forbidding  the    Granting  awif 

more  Lands. 

[Copied  from  MS.  "  Addresses  to  the  King,  1707-1775,"  in  SeO"  office.] 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's  the  7"'  Day  of  April  1773-. 

Present 

The  Kino's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 

Lord  President  Earl  of  Rockford 

Earl  of  Suffolk  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

Earl  of  Sandwich  Lord  Mansfield. 

Whereas  it  has  been  Represented  to  his  Majesty  that  the  State  and  condi- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  do  both  in  justice 
and  expediency  require  that  the  authority  for  granting  Lands  contained  in  the 
Commissions  and  Instructions  given  to  his  Majesty's  Governors  in  the  Plan- 
tations should  be  further  regulated  and  restrBined,  and  that  the  grantees  of 
such  Lands  should  be  subjected  to  other  conditions  than  those  at  present 
prescribed  in  said  Instructions:  His  Majesty  having  taken  the  same  into  his 
Royal  Consideration,  is  pleased  with  the  advice  of  His  Privy  Council  to  order, 
and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  That  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Tra,de  and  Plan- 
tations do  take  into  their  immediate  Consideration  the  powers  and  authorities 
for  granting  Lands  contained  in  the  Commissions  and  Instructions  to  his 
Majesty's  Governors  in  the  Plantations,  and  that  the  said  Lords  Commis- 
sioners do  represent  to  his  Majesty  at  this  Board,  such  alterations  as  they 
shall  think  fit  and  necessary  to  be  made  therein :  Aud  his  Majesty  is  hereby 
further  pleased  to  order,  That  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  his  Majesty's  fur- 
ther pleasure  be  signified,  all  and  every  his  Majesty's  Governors,  Lieutenant 
Governors  or  other  Persons  in  Command  in  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North 
America,  who  are  Entrusted  with  the  Disposal  of  his  Majesty's  Lands  in  said 
Colonies,  do  forbear  upon  Pain  of  his  Majesty's  highest  Displeasure,  and  of 
being  immediately  removed  from  their  offices,  to  issue  any  Warrant  of  Survey 
or  to  pass  any  Patents  for  Lands  in  the  said  Colonies,  or  to  grant  any  Licence 
for  the  purchase  by  private  persons  of  any  Lands  from  the  Indians  without 
especial  Direction  from  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose  under  his  Majesty's 
signet  or  sign  Manual,  or  by  order  of  his  Majesty  in  Privy  Council,  excepting 
only  in  the  case  of  such  Commission  and  Non-Commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  are  Intitled  to  grants  of  Land  in  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Royat 
Proclamation  of  the  7"^  October  1763,  to  whom  such  grants  are  to  be  made 
and  Passed  in  Proportions  and  under  the  conditions  prescribed  in  his  M-aJ- 
f^sty's  said  Proclamation. 

Steph.  Cothell. 

[p.  246.]     At  a  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  begun  &  helcl 
at  Portsra"  the  ll""  day  of  May  1773. 

P.M. 

There  being  a  House  the  Governor  sent  the  following  Message : 

(Jentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly  — 

Having  nothing  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  communicate  to  you  at 
this  lime  &  this  being  a  very  busy  season  of  the  year,  I  therefore  only  Recom- 
luend  to  your  Effectual  consideration  the  necessary  supply  for  the  support  of 
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Govern  tnent.  The  Treasurer  is  directed  to  lay  before  you  the  Provincial 
accounts  from  which  you  will  readily  determine  upon  the  Provision  requisite 
for  the  Ensuing  year  which  I  doubt  not  you  will  frame  with  such  Wisdom 
Uiligeuce  and  Dispatch  as  will  Demonstrate  your  affectionate  attachment  to 
the  united  interest  of  his  Majesty's  service  »te  the  welfare  of  the  Province. 

J'WENTWOHTa. 

New  Hampshire  Council  Chamber 
May  11,  1773. 


Wednesday  12"'  of  May. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  affair  of  Rich*^  Jenness 
Esq'  Whether  he  should  be  admitted  to  sit  in  this  House  consid- 
ering the  conviction  ag*'  hira  at  the  Sup^  Court  last  term.  The 
Question  was  put  whether  the  house  wou'd  consider  it  this  after- 
noon or  put  it  off  for  further  consideration — 

Voted  That  the  house  will  Determine  the  affair  before  they  go 
on  any  other  business. 

The  House  Voted  that  the  crimes  of  which  said  Jenness  was 
convicted  Render  him  unfit  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  Gen'  As- 
sembly and  that  he  be  for  said  offences  Expelled  from  this  House 
&,  that  a  writ  be  issued  for  a  new  member  to  Represent  the  Town 
of  Rye  in  the  room  of  said  Jenness. 

Vote  of  Expxdeion. 
In  the  House  of  Repres'  May  12,  1773. 

[p.  147.]  Whereas  Rich**  Jenness  Esq'  a  member  of  this  house, 
a  Representative  for  New  Castle  &  Rye,  by  Judgment  of  his 
Majesty's  Sup""  Court  of  Judicature  has  been  lately  since  his  Elec- 
tion to  serve  as  a  Representative  as  afores''  convicted  of  forgery 
of  Deeds  of  Conveyance  of  Lands  as  set  forth  in  the  Indictments 
to  which  the  said  Jenness  pleaded  Guilty  *fe  Judgment  thereon 
was  entered  accordingly,  whereby  said  Jenness  has  disqualified 
himself  to  sit  as  a  member  of  this  House, 

Therefore  Voted,  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  Honor  &  duty 
of  this  House  to  permit  hira  to  continue  in  said  Trust  and  that  he 
be  wholly  removed  &  Expelled  from  his  seat  in  this  House,  and 
he  is  accordingly  hereby  wholly  expelled  from  the  same,  and  that 
the  Speaker  of  this  House  Issue  a  writ  for  a  new  choice  of  a  Rep- 
resent* for  New  Castle  &  Rye  as  soon  as  may  be.  Which  writ 
was  issued  the  13'"  of  May  accordingly. 

William  Parker,  Cler. 


[p.  148.]  Wednesday  19"". 

Voted  That  Y^r.  Rowe,  Josiah  Bartlett  &  Josiah  Willard  Esq" 
be  a  Com***  to  wait  on  the  Gov'  with  a  copy  of  the  vote  of  Expul- 
bion  of  Rich<^  Jenness  Esq'  from  his  seat  in  this  house. 
21 


^22  PROVmCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRB.  (ITW. 

Tuesday  25. 

An  Act  was  read  establishing  a  new  Proportion. 

The  Sheriff  made  return  of  the  Precept  Directed  to  him  to 
cause  a  new  member  to  be  chosen  for  New  Castle  &  Rye,  That 
he  had  nin-sunnt  to  said  Precept  Issued  a  Precept  to  the  Select- 
'  men  of  New  Castle  &  Rye  to  convene  the  Freeholders  of  said 
Towns  for  the  above  end,  who  return  that  Mr.  Amos  Seavey  was 
Legally  chosen  to  Represent  said  Township  of  Rye  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  at  Portsmouth,  upon  which  the  House  chose  Col* 
Goff  &  Col°  Bartlet  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  inform  him  of 
said  return. 

Voted  That  Dan^  Peirce  Esq"^  be  &  hereby  is  chosen  &  ap- 
pointed Recorder  of  Deeds  &  Conveyances  of  Real  P^state  &  all 
other  Instruments  by  Law  to  be  recorded  in  said  office  within  the 
County  of  Rockingham  for  the.  term  of  one  year  from  this  date 
<fc  until  the  tenth  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  GeneraJ  Assembly 
next  after  the  Expii-ation  of  said  term,  &c.  [on  same  conditions  as 
before,  see  p.  237.  The  Speaker  of  the  House,  Jon'  Warner,  Dan' 
Rindge  &  John  Sherburne,  Esq.  Com***  to  take  the  Books,  &c.] 

Provimie^f^  I   In  the  House  of  Represent'  May  25,  1773. 

Voted  That  there  be  allowed  &  paid  unto  the  Justices  of  his 
Majesty's  Sup'  Court  of  Judicature  for  their  services  tor  the  term 
of  one  year,  commencing  the  19"^  Day  of  March  1778  as  follows: 
To  the  Chief  Justice  sixty-live  Pounds,  equal  to  so  much  Procla- 
mation money  to  be  paid  out  of  money  that  is  or  shall  be  in  the 
Treasury  iu  two  half  yearly  payments  by  Warrant  trora  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council. 

William  Parker,  Cler. 

[p.  1 50. J  Voted  that  Tho'.  Westbrook  Waldron  E.sq.  be  & 
hereby  is  appointed  Recorder  of  Deeds  &  Conveyances  of  Real 
Estates  &  all  other  Instruments  by  Law  to  be  recorded  in  said 
office  within  the  County  of  Strafford,  and  so  on  in  the  case  of  the 
Recorder  for  the  County  of  Rockingham,  &o. 

The  same  day  John  Hurd,  Esq.  appointed  Recorder  for  <t  within 
the  County  of  Grafton,  Com'**  Bezaleel  Woodward,  Esq.  Diivid 
Hobart,  &  Charles  Johnson. 

The  same  day  Josiah  Willard  appointed  Recorder  for  &  within 
the  County  of  Cheshire.  Entered  in  the  same  fonii  &  words,  mu- 
tatis mutandis,  Corn'*'  Eleazar  Williams,  Benj*  Hall  &  Capt.  Isaac 
Wyman. 

The  Dep'  Sec'  came  into  the  House  and  acquainted'  the  House 
that  Mr.  Amos  Seavey  was  sworn  in  the  usual  form  as  a  member 
of  this  House. 
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Cp.  162.]  May  27^  1773. 

In  the  House  of  Kepresehtatives,  A  Memorial  was  presented  by 
the  Trustees  of  Dartmouth  College  for  a  Grant  of  a  sum  of  mon^y 
to  assist  in  erecting  a  new  College;  — 

Voted  That  there  be  &  hereby  is  granted  to  the  Trustees  tor  the 
nse  set  forth  in  the  Memorial,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
Lawful  money  to  be  paid  by  bills  of  Exchange  to  be  drawn  on  the 
agent  of  the  Province  in  London,  which  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  shall  be  hereafter  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  this  Province 
by  a  tax  on  the  PoUd  &  Estates  within  the  Same  as  the  General 
Assembly  shall  hereafter  order.  Sent  up  by  Col"  Phillips  &  Mr. 
Alcott.     [Concurred.] 


Kryday,  May  28'"  1773. 

[p.  155.]  Upon  Reading  a  Petition  of  John  Marcy  &  Eben' 
Swan  Praying  Liberty  to  Erect  a  mill  for  Expressing  Linseed  Oyl 
&  to  exclude  others  in  the  Town  of  Walpole,  granted  that  they 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  according  to  their  Petition.  Sent  up 
by  Col.  GofFe.  (a) 

(a)  Jour.  C.  <fc  Assm.  Coll«  Goffe  bro't  up  from  the  House  the  Petition  of 
John  Marcy  &  Ebenezer  Swan  for  an  exclusive  Right  to  make  Linseed  oil  in 
the  County  of  Cheshire  for  20  years  to  come  with  a  vote  of  the  House  thereon 
for  leave  for  the  Petitioners  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose.     [Concurred.] 

(b)  Coll"  Baker  bro't  up  the  Petition  of  Jn"  Gage  Esq.  et  al.  praying  that 
the  sum  of  iil;i7  Lawful  money  may  be  paid  by  the  County  of  Kockiiigham 
to  the  County  of  Stratlbrd  that  8um  having  been  paid  into  the  County 
Treasury  ot  Rockingham  by  titratlbrd  County  before  the  latter  was  enabled  to 
HCt,  with  a  Report  of  a  Comm"^  of  the  House  thereon,  and  a  vote  for  bringing 
iu  an  Act  allowing  the  8um  of  £100.     Read  &  concurred. 


May  29"^  1773. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  last  appointed  to  get  Laws  of  thia 
Province  printed  be  Impuwere<i  to  get  two  hundred  copies  of  each 
Publick  act  passea  by  the  General  Assembly  during  their  present 
Session  or  that  may  be  passed  until  the  dessolution  of  the  present 
Assembly  printed  at  the  publick  t- xpence  and  to  Deliver  one  oH 
each  to  the  Town  Clerk  or  Selectmen  of  each  Town  in  this  Gov- 
ernment that  pays  publick  Taxes  in  the  same,  (a)     [Concurred.] 

(a)  Votes,  Ace**,  pititiona,  bills  «fcc.  passed  on  by  the  house  and  coucurrod 
by  the  Council  from  U'"  to  the  2»«"  of  May,  1773. 

Jour  C.  &  Annm.  Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Hampton  Falls  to  set 
aside  their  annual  town  meeting,  as  illegal,  ifec.  hearing  granted. 

Petition  from  Reuben  Kidder  &  Jotham  Blanchard  (or  a  Road  from 
Charlestown  to  Amherst  —  hearing  granted. 
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Petition  from  Proprietors  of  New  Ipswitch  to  lay  a  tax  on  certain  lands  — 
hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Daniel  Merrill  and  Ebenezer  Jaquith  of  Dunstable  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Holies  —  leaye  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Vote,  That  Dr.  Tomson,  Colo  Phillips,  Colo  Holland  &  Colo  Bartlett  be  a 
Com'*«  to  overlook  the  Inventories  and  bring  them  into  one  form. 

Petition  of  Rich<*  Jenness,  &  Thomas  Simpson  of  Deerfield  for  a  tax  of  2d 
per  Acre  for  a  parsonage  house  &  land  &  for  roads  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  from  Frances-town  for  a  Tax  of  a  half-penny  per  acre  on  land  "for 
the  encouragement  of  the  first  gospel  minister  to  settle  among  them,''  — 
hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  John  Dudley  that  a  Deed  given  by  him  to  Simon  Alarston  & 
Pattin  Simpson  may  be  declared  null  and  void  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  from  Com'^  of  the  Western  Parish  in  Londonderry  for  an  Act 
"  obliging  every  person  in  said  Londonderry  to  support  the  Gospel  only  in 
the  congregation  to  which  he  conscientiously  adheres"  — hearing  granted. 

John  Quigley's  acct.  for  taking  inventory  of  Society  Land,  allowed  £1 : 
16:0. 

Joseph  Hemenway,  John  Mellen  and  James  Reed  for  taking  Inventory  of 
Monadnock  No.  4,  allowed  £1:7:6. 

John  Webster,  Moses  Garland  &  John  Fifield,  for  taking  Inventory  of  New 
Britain  &  Perry's  town,  allowed  £1 :  15 :  0. 

James  Smith  &  David  Steel  for  taking  Inventory  of  Peterborough  Slip, 
allowed  £1:1:0. 

Petition  of  Elkanah  Day  for  Divorce  from  his  wife  Jane,  for  adultery  with 
William  Gleason  —  hearing  granted. 

James  Stilson  and  Thomas  Young,  for  taking  Inventory  of  a  Gore  of  Land 
adjoining  New  Durham,  allowed  £1 :  15 : 0. 

Vote  for  Governor  Wentworth's  Salary  one  year  £700. 

Vote  for  Dr.  Langdon,  as  Chaplain,  50s. 

Vote  for  Dr.  Haven,  as  Chaplain,  50s. 

Vote  for  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  as  Chaplain  to  the  Council,  50s. 

Vote  allowing  Hon.  Theo.  Atkinson,  as  Secretary  £60. 

Vote  allowing  Samuel  Livermore,  Esq.  as  Att.  Gen'  £25. 

Vote  allowing  Chief  Justice  of  Sup""  Court,  £65,  and  the  other  Justices 
£60  for  one  year  salary,  paid  half  yearly. 

Vote  allowing  George  King,  Clerk  of  Sup'  Court  £10,  extra  charge. 

Vote  allowing  Gov.  Wentworth,  for  one  year's  house  rent,  £100. 

Report  of  Com'**  for  drawing  bills  of  Exchange,  accepted  &  Com***  dis- 
charged. 

Ace'  of  Eleazer  Russel  for  Gov'"''  postage,  allowed  £12 :  13 :  6. 

Ace'  of  James  Grouard  for  taking  care  of  State  House,  allowed  £6. 

Ace'  of  Nath'  Breed  for  taking  Inventory  of  Monadnoc,  No.  6,  allowed 
19s  6d. 

Ace'  of  Doc.  Hall  Jackson  for  attending  sick  at  Fort  Wm.  «fe  Mary  allowed 
£5:2:6. 

Acc»  of  Daniel  Towle  for  printing,  allowed  £17 :  7. 

Ace'  of  Ric<'  Jenness  &  John  McDuffee,  allowed  £36. 

Ace'  of  Rich<i  Jenness  for  wood,  £7:  14,  allowed. 

Ace'  of  Selectmen  of  Rochester  for  taking  Inventory  of  Leavitts-town, 
Eastrtown  and  Middletown,  allowed  £3. 

Ace'  of  Sam'  Livermore,  Esq.  for  travelling  charges,  allowed  in  full,  £5. 

Benj'  Tucker,  for  taking  Inventory  in  Monadnoc,  No.  5,  allowed  15s. 

Allowed  Selectmen  of  New  Castle,  in  consideration  of  soldiers  attending 
public  worship  there,  50s  in  full. 

Allowed  Com"**  for  selling  the  Excise,  £5:8. 

Allowed  the  Sheriff  for  extra  service  £4. 

Vote  allowing  John  Gage  and  John  Sherburne  to  exchange  £20  in  Paper 
bills  in  the  Treasury. 

Ace'  of  Com'««  to  draw  bills  of  Exchange  on  Agent  in  London,  allowed 
£41:6:8. 


ITIS.)  JOUilNAL   OP  THE    HOUSE.  325 

Allowed  £260  for  the  support  of  Fort  Win.  &  Mary  one  year,  to  be  paid 
quarterly. ' 
John  Pickering  for  drawing  bills,  allowed  228. 
Aaron  Bull  &  Jesse  Wilcox,  for  taking  Inventory  of  Savllle  allowed  21«. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  give  his  Assent  to  the  following  Bills,  viz. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  for  setting  off  a  part  of  the  town  of  Dunstable  to  tha 
town  of  Holies  —  and  annexing  it  to  the  town  of  Holies,  &c. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  for  Dissolving  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Hampton  Falls  and  authorizing  the  holding  a  new  meeting. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  for  making  and  establishing  a  new  Proportion  of  the 
Province  Tax,  &c.  and  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  issue  his  warrants  lor 
levying  the  same. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  for  granting  unto  his  most  Excellent  Majesty  the 
turn  ot  two  Thousand  Pounds  for  the  uses  &  purposes  therein  declared. 

A  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Destruction  of  Salmon,  Shad  and 
other  Fish  in  Merrimac,  Pemigawasset  &  Winnipissaoke  Rivera  within  this 
Province. 

A  Bill  entitled  An  act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  to  preserve  Fish  In  Piscataqua 
River. 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  to  remove  any  Doubts  about  the  recording  of  Deeds 
<k  proving  of  Wills  in  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province  since  the  Division 
thereof  into  Counties,  and  for  providing  a  further  security  of  Persons  Title 
to  real  Estates. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly 
to  Tuesday  the  6"*  Day  of  July  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  and  the 
Dep'  Sec'  was  sent  dowo  to  adjourn  the  House  to  that  time. 
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[p.  156.]     Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  following  is  a  List  of  the  Rateable  Estates  of  the  several 
Towns  as  settled  by  the  General  Assembly  for  a  new  Proportion 
which  each  Town  pays  to  a  Thousand  Pounds,  May  A.  D.  1773. 


COUNTY    OF  ROCKINGHAM. 


Towxs. 


No.  Polls.      Rateable  Eetateg. 


Portamoath 

Hampton 

Exeter 

New  Caatlo 

Rye 

KlngstowTi 

Newington 

Stretbam 

Londonderry 

Greenland 

KewmarkPt 

South  Hampton — 

Plaistow 

Hampeted 

Salem 

Pelham 

Chester 

Hampton-falls 

Nottingham 

Brintwood 

Canterbury 

North  Hampton.. . . 
East  Kingstown.. . . 

New  Town 

Kensington 

Windham 

Bow 

Epping 

Gosport 

Epeom   

Pembrook 

[p.  157.)    Sandown. 

Hawke 

Concord 

Candia 

Raymond 

Poplin 

D«erfield 

Atkinson 

Chichester 

Allenstown 

Seabrook 

Northwood 

Loudon 

Qoeport 


682 
192 
359 
137 
153 
208 
191 

90 
475 
137 
252 
100 
111 
139 
227 
138 
368 
119 
170 
208 
133 
133 

93 
121 
163 

76 

64 
311 


Total  Poles., 


65 

156 

124 

87 

205 

144 

122 

104 

199 

112 

53 

40 

125 

53 

42 


7170 


£1200 
299 
500 
120 
230 
299 
375 
20O 
739 
225 
362 
161 
152 
200 
300 
198 
463 
226 
269 
300 
172 
201 
160 
143 
290 
107 
68 
486 


Proportion  to  £1000. 


£58:  2:  0 
14:  9:  0 
24:  4:  0 

5:  16 
11:  2 
14:  9 
18:  3 

9:  13 

35:  15:  0 
10:  17:  0 
17:  10 

7:  15 

7:  7 

9:  13:  0 
14:  10 

9:  11 
22:  8 
10:  17 
13:  0:  » 
14:  10 

8:  6 

9:  14 

7:  6 

6:  18 
14:  0:  0 

5:  0:  0 

3:  0 
23:  10 


73 

200 

167 

160 

283 

172 

168 

130 

237 

161 

66 

60 

168 

62 

48 


3:  10 
9:  13 
7:  12: 
7:  15: 

13:  14 
8:  6 
7:  13 
6:  5 

U:  9 
7:  16 
2:  13 


8 

13 

0 

e 

1 


Total  Estate  £10,628  Total £610:  1:  » 
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No.  Polls.     Rateable  Estateg. 


Proportion  to  £100. 


DoTer 

Durham 

Lee 

Somersworth 

Barrlngton 

Oilman  Town 

Sanborn  Town 

Rochester 

Madbury 

BaniBtead 

New  Durham 

Gore  of  land,  adjo'g 

Middletown 

East  Town  (1) 

Leavitts  Town  (2) 

Wolfboro' 

Moultonboroueh 

[p.  168.]    Sandwich 

New  Holdernese 

Meredith 

Campton 

Conway 

Total  poles 

Deduct  Conway,  being  in  I 
Grafton  Co.  J 


338 

231 

177 

209 

226 

133 

70 

301 

147 

33 

59 

19 

44 

63 

24 

36 

50 

30 

35 

49 

18 

20 


2312 
20 


£530 

364 

254 

331 

290 

166 

76 

388 

230 

34 

62 

22 

38 

56 

24 

31 

60 

30 

36 

48 

33 

20 


Total  R.  Est . .  .3101 
Deduct 20 


2292    I 


3081 


£26 

13: 

0> 

17 

12 

12 

6 

16 

14 

7 

10 

3 

13 

18 

16 

11 

2 

1 

12 

3 

1 

1 

1 

le 

2 

14 

1 

3 

1 

10 

2 

8 

1 

9: 

if 

1 

13 

2 

6: 

0 

1 

12 

0 

0: 

0 

Total  Tax.  £148:  15:    0 


COUNTY  OF  HILLSBOROUGH. 


Aiiihei'vt 

Litchfield 

BoBcawen 

Bedford 

Nottingham  W 

Derrytield 

Qolfttown 

Salisbury 

Peterborough 

Dunbarton 

Hopkinton 

Wilton 

Dunstable 

Peterboro*  Slip 

New  Boston 

Weare 

HoUlB 

Hillsborough 

New  Ipswich 

Merrlmac 

Lyndborough 

Heuuiker 

Raby  (3) 

Mason.  . .   

Temple , 

Frances  Town 

Society  Land  (4) 

New  Almsbury  (5) 

New  Britain  (6) 

Perry's  Town  (7) 

Mile  slip  (.8)  and  Tewksbury  I 
Farms  so  called.  I 


287 

63 

102 

106 

123 

50 

149 

83 

88 

88 

175 

121 

112 

18 

77 

150 

251 

43 

169 

117 

108 

68 

33 

103 

91 

43 

47 

43 

27 

12 


Total  poll^  , 


400 

110 

126 

160 

175 

75 

171 

100 

150 

109 

237 

172 

190 

19 

90 

180 

350 

44 

270 

165 

123 

68 

41 

110 

100 

42 

43 

40 

•TO 

» 


£19: 
6: 

6: 
7: 
8: 
3: 
8: 
4: 
7: 
6: 

11: 
8: 
9: 
0: 
5: 
9: 

16: 
2: 

13: 
7: 
5: 
3: 
1: 
5: 
4: 
2: 
2: 
1: 
1: 
»: 


7: 

6 

1: 

6: 

9: 
12 

5 
16 

6: 

5: 

9 

6 

4 
18: 

0: 

0: 
18: 

2 

1 
19 
19 

5 
19 

6 
16 

1 

18- 
9- 
» 


1:    « 


2946    iRafe  Est. 


.3888 


£189:  1« 


(1)  Now  called  Waketleld. 
12)  Now  Effingham. 

(3)  Raby,  now  called  Brookllne. 

(4)  Society  Land,  Deering,  &c. 


(5)  New  Almsbury,  now  Warner. 

(6)  New  Britain  or  Breton,  now  AndoTer. 

(7)  Perry's  town,  now  Sutton. 

(8)  MUe  SUp,  now  Milford,  &c.  —  Ed. 


828 
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PROVINCE   OF   NEW-HAMPaHIRB. 
COUNTY  OF  CHESHIRE. 


[ini 


To-w.va. 


No.  Polls. 


Rateable  Estates.    :    Proportion  to  £1000. 


Keene 

Swanzey 

Walpole 

Rlndge 

Westmoreland 

Winchester 

Hinsdale 

Oilfiom 

0)mi8h    

Surry 

Plainfield 

Charles  Town 

Dublin 

Claremont 

Alstead 

Marlow 

Newport  

Croydon — 

Acworth 

SavUle  (1) 

Unity 

Monadnock  No.  2,  (2). 
Munaflnixk  No.  4,  (3). 
MonadnDck  No.  5,  (4). 
Mi'naflnock  No.  6,  (5). 

Limerick  (6) 

Cheatertield 

Richmond 

Camden  (7) 

Lemster 


Total  Polls. 


150 

100 

122 

157 

131 

130 

45 

37 

41 

47 

61 

128 

61 

80 

46 

46 

35 

25 

28 

16 

25 

65 

61 

47 

28 

36 

146 

138 

40 

10 


2052     Total  Estate  £2,445 


£219 

£10:  12 

140 

6:  15 

170 

8:  4 

166 

7:  10 

150 

7:  5 

:  0 

170 

8:  4 

0 

70 

3:  7 

88 

1:  16 

50 

2:  8 

65 

2:  13 

71 

3:  « 

190 

9:  4 

60 

2:  18 

90 

4:  7 

47 

2:  5 

0 

47 

2:  5 

41 

1:  19 

27 

1:  6 

0 

30 

1:  9 

0 

13 

0:  12 

0 

25 

1:  4 

0 

68 

3:  5 

0 

60 

2:  18: 

48 

1:    6. 

25 

1:  4- 

36  1 

1:  14 

140  1 

6:  15: 

rt. 

162 

7:  16: 

40 

I:  18: 

0 

8 

0:  7: 

0 

2,445 

Total £117;  14: 

0 

CX)XJNTT  OF  QEAFTON. 


LP.  160.]  Haverhill. 

Plymouth-  ■  •  • 

Lebanon 

New  Chester  (8) . .. 

Hanover 

Canaan 

Cockersmonth  (9).. 

Lime 

Orford 

Rumney 

Plermont 

Bath 

Ounthwalt  (10) 

Lancaster 

Alexandria.. 

Northumberland.. , 

Thornton 

Conway.  .• 

Lyman 


Total  Polls. 


76 
67 
70 
30 
77 
19 
20 
61 
46 
36 
30 
27 
10 
12 
11 
12 
18 
20 
6 


£100 
90 
85 
30 
76 
20 
17 
64 
48 
37 
28 
27 
10 
12 

9 
12 
16 
20 

6 


U: 

16: 

0 

4: 

7: 

0 

4: 

2: 

0 

1: 

9: 

0 

3: 

13: 

0 

0: 

19: 

0 

0: 

16: 

0 

3: 

1: 

0 

2: 

6: 

0 

1: 

15: 

1: 

7: 

6: 
9: 
11: 
8: 
11: 
14: 
19: 


5: 


648  Total  Estate...  £706  Total £33:14: 


(1)  SaTlIle,  now  Wendell. 

(2)  M')na<lnock,  No.  2,  now  Dublin. 

(3)  Monadnock,  No.  4,  now  Fitzwilllam. 
(i)  Monadnock,  No.  5,  now  Marlborough, 
1^  Monadnock,  No.  6,  now  Nelson. 


(6)  Limerick,  now  Stoddard. 

(7)  Camdeu,  now  Washinifton. 
(8>  New  Chester,  now  HilT. 

(9)  Cockermonth,  now  Groton. 

(10)  Gunthwait,  now  Lisbon.  —  Ed. 
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EACH  COUNTY. 


J?29 


Towws. 


Bocklngbam 
Stratford .... 
Hillsborough 
Cheshire  .... 
Graftou 


I 


Rateable  Estate,  i 


£10.528 
3,101 
3,888 
2,445 

686 


Proportloii  of 
£1000. 


£510:     1 

148:  15 

189:  16 

117:  14 

33:  14 


•einoo: 


Province  of  New  Hampshire.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  21, 
177o.  The  foregoing  calculation  having  been  read  &  approved  Voted  that  the 
proportion  of  the  several  Towns  to  the  Province  Taxes  be  established  accor- 
dingly &  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose. 

William  Parker,  Cler. 

In  Council,  eodem  die,  read  &  concurred. 


Geo, 


King,  Secy. 


[p.  161.1     An  Account  of  the  Treasurer's  Notes  burnt  the  2dthof  May  1773. 


No.  23, 
42 
20 
45 
44 
24 
1 


£40:  10 
54: 
5; 

14:  10 

tt:  10 
23:     5 

130:  17 


41 
25 
33 
6 
19 
14 


£50: 

20: 
5:  18 

20: 
4:    8 
4:    0 

£338:  18 


Province  of  }_  In  the  House  of  Represen"  May  28,  1778,  the 
New  Hamp"^  j"  House  taking  into  consideration  the  Letters  from 
the  Com'"  of  Correspondence  appointed  by  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses of  Virginia,  also  a  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  house  of 
Deputies  of  the  Col^  of  Rhode  Island  and  Directed  to  the  Speaker 
of  this  House,  thereupon  Voted  and  Resolved  that  this  house  hear- 
tily concur  in  sentiments  with  the  house  of  Deputies  aforesaid  in 
said  Letters  Represented, 

Resolved,  That  William  Parker,  John  Sherburne,  Jacob  Sheaft, 
John  Giddinge  &  Simeon  Alcott  be  a  Com'**  of  this  house  to  con- 
sider of  &  prepare  Answers  to  the  Letters  from  Virginia  &  Rhode 
Island,  lay  the  same  before  the  house  as  soon  as  may  be. 

NOTE   BY  THE   EDITOR. 

The  Letters  above  referred  to  have  not  been  found  on  record  or  on  file  in 
the  Secy  oflBce  in  New  Hampshire;  but  as  similar  letters  were  addressed  to 
"  Sister  Colonies  "  in  America,  it  is  presumed  that  those  sent  to  New  Hamp- 
shire were  the  same  essentially,  as  the  others.  The  editor  therefore  deems 
it  proper  to  introduce  the  above  said  letters  as  copied  from  "  Rhode  Island 
Colonial  Records,  1770-1776,  Vol.  VII,"  pp.  225-228,  changing  only  the 
address  —  indicated  by  brackets. 


(1)  It  will  be  perceived  that  there  la  a  «Ught  diecrepancy  between  the  aggregate  a*  here 
given  and  that  in  the  preceding  caatlngs. — Eo. 
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Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  house  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  [^New  Hampshire.'] 

Virginia,  March  W^,  1773. 

Sib: — I  have  received  the  commands  of  this  hovise  of  Burgesses  of  this 
Colony,  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  resolves  entered  into  by  them  on  the 
12"'  instant,  which  they  liope  will  prove  of  general  utility,  if  the  other  Colo- 
nies shall  think  tit  to  adopt  them. 

They  have  expressed  themselves  so  fully  as  to  the  motives  that  led  to  these 
resolutions,  that  I  need  not  say  any  thing  on  that  point;  and  shall  only  beg 
you  will  lay  them  before  your  Assembly  as  early  as  possible,  and  request  them 
to  appoint  some  of  their  body  to  communicate  from  to  time  with  the  corres- 
ponding committee  of  Virginia. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

Peyton  Raj^dolph, 
To  the  Grovemor  of  [New  Hampshire.] 


Extracts  from  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  th.e  House  of 

Burgesses,  of   Virginia. 

"  Friday,  the  12"»  of  March  J 
1.3'"  George  lU.  1773.         ) 

Upon  a  motion  made 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
State  ot  the  Colony, 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bland  took  the  chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  that  they  had  directed  him  to 
make  the  following  report  to  the  House,  viz: 

•  Whereas  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  in  this  Colony,  have 
been  much  disturbed  by  various  rumors  and  repoits  of  proceedings  tending 
to  deprive  them  of  their  ancient,  legal  and  constitutional  rights:  — 

And  whereas  the  affairs  of  this  colony  are  frequently  connected  with  those 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  neighboring  Colonies,  which  renders  a 
Communication  of  sentiments  necessary ;  in  order,  therefore  to  remove  the 
uneasiness,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  well  as  for  the  other 
good  purposes  above  mentioned,  — 

Be  it  resolved,  that  a  Standing  Committee  of  correspondence  and  inquiry 
be  appointed,  to  consist  of  eleven  persons,  to  wit:  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph, 
Esq.  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Edward  Pendleton.  Patrick  Henry,  Dudley  Digges,  Dabney  Carr, 
Archibald  Carey  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esqrs.  any  six  of  whom,  to  be  a 
Committee,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  obtain  the  most  early  and  authentic 
intelligence  of  all  such  Acts  and  resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament,  or 
proceedings  of  the  administration,  as  may  relate  to,  cr  affect  the  British  Col- 
onies in  America;  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  correspondence  and  com- 
munication with  our  Sister  Colonies,  respecting  these  important  considera- 
tions; and  the  result  of  such  their  proceedings,  from  time  to  time  to  lay- 
before  this  House, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  said  Committee,  that  they  do  without 
delay,  inform  themselves  particularly  of  the  principles  and  authority  on- 
which  was  constituted  a  court  of  inquiry,  said  to  have  been  lately  held  ia- 
Rhode  Island,  with  powers  to  transport  persons  accused  of  offences  coib- 
mitted  in  America,  to  places  beyond  the  Seas  to  be  tried.' 

The  said  resolutions  being  severally  read  a  seeend  thB«,  w«r«,  upeS'  tik* 


1773.)  JOUitNAL   OF  THE    HOUSE.  331 

questions  severally  put  thereupoo,  agreed  to,  by  the  House,  nemine  contra- 
dicente. 

'  Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  do  transmit  to  the  Speakers  of 
the  British  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  copies  of  the  said  resolutions,  and 
desire  that  they  will  lay  them  before  their  respective  Assemblies:  and  request 
them  to  appoint  some  person  or  persons  of  their  respective  bodies,  to  com- 
municate from  time  to  time,  with  the  said  Committee. 
By  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia. 

G.  Wtthk. 

C.  H.  B." 


Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Rhode  Island 
relative  to  the  foregoing  correspondence. 

Whereas  this  House  hath  appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence  with 
committees  of  the  other  Colonies  in  North  America,  respecting  the  right* 
and  privileges  of  the  Colonies  &c :  it  is  therefore  — 

Resolved  by  this  House  That  His  Honor  the  Governor,  be  requested  to 
deliver  the  said  Committee  a  copy  of  his  commission  as  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Court  of  inquiry,  constituted  from  home,  and  said  to  be  held  in  this  Col- 
ony; and  of  all  such  other  papers,  which  were  laid  before  said  court,  as  may 
be  consistent  with  his  honor  as  Governor  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  requested  to  write  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia,  and  to  all  other  Speakers  of 
Assemblies  in  North  America,  informing  them  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
House  relating  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  Colonies. 

Resolved  That  a  standing  committee  of  correspondence  and  inquiry,  to  be 
appointed  to  consist  of  seven  persons  to  wit:  the  Honorable  Stephen  Hop- 
kins, Esq.  Metcalfe  Bowles,  Moses  Brown,  John  Cole,  William  Bradford, 
Henry  Marchant  and  Henry  Ward  Esqrs. ;  any  four  of  whom,  to  be  a  Com- 
mittee, whose  business  it  shall  be,  to  obtain  the  most  early  and  authentic 
intelligence  of  all  such  Acts  and  resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament,  or 
proceedings  of  the  administration  as  may  relate  to,  or  affect  the  British  Col- 
onies in  America;  and  to  keep  and  maintain  a  correspondence  and  commu- 
nication with  the  other  colonies,  respecting  those  important  considerations; 
and  the  result  of  these  proceedings,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  before  the 
House. 


Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Neto  Hamp- 
shire relative  to  the  foregoing  communications. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  Letters 
trom  Virginia  &  Rhode  Island  having  laid   before  the  House  a- 
draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon"  Speaker  ot  the  House  of  Burgesses 
of  Viiginia  &  another  to  the  Hon*"  Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Depu- 
ties of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 

Voted  That  the  same  be  accepted  &  that  the  Speaker  of  this 
House  be  desired  to  sign  &  forward  them  by  the  Post  or  as  soon 
as  nxay  be  &  that  a  Copy  of  the  vote  of  this  House  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence  be  also  enclosed  to  each  of  said 
Speakers,      • 

Resolved  &  Voted  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence &  enquiry  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  seven  persons,  vijt 
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The  Hon"'  Jn"  Wentworth  Esq.  Jn°  Sherburne,  Willm  Parker, 
John  Giddinge,  Jacob  Sheafe,  Christopher  Toppan  &  John  Pick- 
ering Esq"  any  four  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  obtain  the  most  early  &  authentic  Intelligence  of  all 
[p.  162.]  such  acts  &  Resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament  or  pro- 
ceedings of  Administration  as  may  relate  to  or  affect  the  British 
Colonies  in  America,  &  to  keep  up  &  maintain  a  Correspondence 
&  Communication  with  any  sister  Colonies  respecting  those 
important  considerations,  <fc  the  result  of  such  their  proceedings 
from  Time  to  Time  to  lav  before  this  House. 


Letter  from  Hon.  John  Wentworth  Esq.  Sjjeakir,  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Burgesses  tJtc. 

Portsmo,  New  Hamp"-  28'^  May,  1773. 

Sib — Mesa"  Randolt,  Nicholas  &  Digges  agreeable  favour  of  the  6"»  of 
April  1773  (1)  with  a  copy  of  an  Act  ag^'  forging  your  paper  currency,  <&  a 
letter  dated  March  W^  1773  unsigned,  inclosing  the  resolves  of  the  Hon''*  ■ 
House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  &  on  the  first 
meeting  of  our  Assembly  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  to  lay  those  interest- 
ing papers  before  them,  whose  unanimous  Direction  I  have*  to  present  their 
thanks  to  &  assure  your  Hon''*'  House  that  in  every  constitutional  plan  lor 
securing  the  rights  of  British  America  &  removing  the  present  Infringements 
thereon  our  sister  Colonies  may  rely  we  sincerely  join,  having  no  wish  for 
ourselves  of  an  exclusive  nature  in  those  matters,  ever  looking  on  the  whole 
as  embarked  in  the  same  common  bottom ;  &  so  represented  it  in  an  Address 
to  Lord  Dartmouth  at  our  first  meeting  after  his  appointment  for  American 
affairs.  The  house  have  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  proposed  purposes 
of  Communication  &  flatter  ourselves  that  some  measures  may  yet  be  hit  on 
(br  restoring  the  mutual  confidence  once  subsisting  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  American  Provinces.  The  act  proposed  to  prevent  counterfeiting 
the  paper  money  of  the  Colonies  in  British  America,  the  House  of  Assembly 
determine  to  take  into  consideration  &  wish  such  Laws  may  be  enacted  as 
will  eflectually  prevent  such  pernicious  Practices  in  future.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Sir,  your  most  Humble  Serv', 

J.  W'kntwobth. 
To  the  Honb'e  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia.  * 


Letter  of  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Deputies  of  Rhode  Island. 

Portam",  New  Hamp^,  May  28i'»,  1773. 

Sir  —  Having  rec''  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Burgesses 
of  Virginia,  inclosing  their  resolves  of  the  12"^  of  March  last  a  few  days 
before  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16">  of  May  Instant  which  resolves  the 
House  have  duly  considered  &  agree  in  substance  with  them,  &  they  you 
may  be  assured  that  this  House  will  readily  concur  with  you  &  all  the  Ameri- 

• 

(1)  This  letter  has  not  b«en  found;  but  thlB  snnwer  to  it  shows,  thut  with  the  excepUou  o/ 
Ae  matter  first  allude<l  to,  it  related  to  the  subject  chiefly  referred  to  In  the  precftdinc 
>>t>fTe8pondenc«.  —Ed. 
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can  Colonies  in  all  Constitutional  measures  to  obtain  the  desired  redress.  In 
behalf  of  the  Assembly  the  favour  of  a  copy  of  the  Commission  of  Enquiry 
IS  requested  whenever  the  same  can  be  obtained. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  assure  you  I  am  with  threat  Respect,  your  most  Hum- 
ble serv'. 

J.  Wkntwokth. 
To  the  Hon^'^  Speaker  of  the  House 

of  Deputys  of  the  Colony  of 

Rhode  Island. 

Resolutions  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  held  in    Portsmouth^ 

Dec.  16,  1773. 

[Copied  from  Adams'  An.  Portsmouth  1825,  pp.  239-' 40.] 

"  Upon  a  serious  consideration  of  the  late  act  of  Parliament,  subjecting 
the  Colonies  to  pay  a  duty  upon  teas  in  America,  and  more  especially  the 
act  of  Parliament,  parsed  at  their  last  session,  whereby  the  East  India  Cm  - 
pany  have  full  power,  to  export  their  teas  to  the  Colonies,  liable  to  a  duty 
upon  being  landed  here,  it  appears  manilestly  that  the  latter  (act)  was  art- 
fully designed  by  the  ministry  to  carry  more  effectually  into  execution  the 
former,  which  was  made  for  the  express  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  from 
the  Colonies  by  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament  only,  without  our 
consent:  Wherefore,  from  a  due  sense  of  the  value  and  importance  of  our 
liberties  and  properties,  and  from  just  apprehensions  of  the  horrors  of 
slavery,  we  are  induced  to  make  the  following  Resolves :  — 

First  —  That  the  measures  of  late  pursued  by  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain 
in  their  attempt  to  subject  the  Colonies  to  taxation  by  the  sole  authority  of 
the  British  Parliament,  are  not  only  unjust,  arbitrary  and  inconsistent  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  but  directly  tend  to 
hasten  on  the  destruction  of  an  empire,  which,  by  preserving  in  all  its  parts, 
those  original  rights,  which  first  gave  rise  to  its  present  glory,  might  increase 
in  wealth  and  power,  become  the  envy  of  all  nations,  and  continue  in  full 
strength  and  grandeur  for  ages  to  come ;  therefore,  in  the  foregoing  view,  we 
cannot  but  think  ourselves  bound  by  our  duty  to  the  King,  and  love  to  the 
nation  of  which  we  are  members,  to  oppose  such  measures  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power. 

Secondly  —  That  it  is  the  natural  right  of  men  bom  and  inheriting  estates 
in  any  part  of  the  British  dominions,  to  have  the  power  of  disposing  of  their 
own  property,  either  by  themselves  or  their  representatives. 

Thirdly  —  That  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  laying  a  duty  upon  tea» 
landed  in  America,  payable  here,  is  a  tax,  whereby  the  property  of  Ameri- 
cans is  taken  from  them  without  their  consent. 

Fourthly  —  That  notwithstanding  the  preamble  to  the  act  laying  a  duty 
upon  teas,  asserts  that  the  act  is  made  lor  the  support  of  (rovernment,  the 
administration  of  Justice  &c.  in  America,  yet  this  is  not  only  luinecessary, 
but  has  a  direct  tendency  to  subvert  our  constitution,  render  our  assemblies 
useless,  and  the  government  arbitrary. 

Fifthly  —  That  every  virtuous  and  public  spirited  freeman  ought  to  oppose 
to  the  utmost  of  his  ability,  every  artful  attack  of  the  ministry  to  enslave  the 
Americans. 

Sixthly  —  That  the  power  given  by  Parliament  to  the  East  India  Company, 
to  send  out  their  teas  to  the  Colonies,  subjected  to  the  payment  of  duties  on 
being  landed  here,  is  a  plain  attempt  to  enforce  the  ministerial  plan,  and  a 
direct  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  America,  and  that  it  is  the  indispensable 
duty  of  all  true  hearted  Americans  to  render  this  effect  abortive. 

Seventhly  —  That  a  union  of  all  the  Colonies  appears  to  be  the  most  likely 
method,  under  God,  of  obtaining  a  repeal  of  all  those  acta,  which  are  so  sub- 
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versive  of  the"  freedom  of  the  British  colonies  aad  destructire  to  the  whole 
nation. 

Eighthly  —  That  in  case  any  of  the  Company's  teas  should  be  brought  into 
this  port  for  sale,  we  will- use  every  necessary  method  to  prevent  its  being 
landed  or  sold  here. 

Ninthly  —  Tliat  whoever  shall  directly  or  indirectly  promote  or  in  any  ways 
aid  and  assist  in  the  importation  of  any  of  the  East  India  Company's  teas,  or 
any  teas  subject  to  payment  of  a  duty  here,  by  an  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  America. 

Tenthly  — That  this  town  do  hereby  return  their  thanks  to  all  their  breth- 
ren in  the  several  governments,  upon  this  continent,  lor  their  noble  exertions 
upon  this  important  and  alarming  occasion. 

Eleventhly  —  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published,  and  sent 
to  every  considerable  town  in  this  government;  and  that  a  Conimit,^ee  be 
chosen  to  correspond  with  them,  and  with  the  several  committees  in  the 
other  Grovernments." 

A  Committee  of  Correspondence,  consisting  of  seven  respectable  inhabi- 
tants was  chosen  for  the  above  purpose, 


A  Journal  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  {held  by  several  Adjournments  <jb  Prorogatioru 
from  the  29th  of  May  1773,)  begun  January  llth  1774. 
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N'AMES   OF  REl'aESKKTATIVKS. 

Somersworth 

Jn"  Wentworth  Esq.  Speaker, 
(  William  Parker,  Esq"" 

Portsmouth 

<  John  Sherburne  Esq^ 
(  Jacob  Sheafe. 

Dover 

1  Otis  Baker,  Esfi* 

Hampton 

Christop""  Toppan, 
Josiah  Moulton. 

Hampton  Falls. 

Jon*  Tilton. 

Exeter 

John  Giddinge 
John  Phillips 

lRy«i 

Amos  Seavy 
Josiah  Bartlett 

Kingston. 

Newingiou, 

Rich"  Downing, 

btnitham 

Andr  Wiggin, 

Londonderry 

Steph°  Holland 

Grt'enlaiid 

'"■lem'  March 

Durham 

Eben'  Thompson 

Newmarket 

Israel  Oilman. 

So.  Hampton 

Capt.  Eliph*  Merrill.; 

Chester 

John  Webster 

Pliustow,  Haniptit*'a<i. 
Atkinson 

1  Jon*  Carlton 

Salem  &  Pelham 

Joseph  Wright 

Holies 

Sam'  Hobart, 

Merrimack  &  Mon<(on 

John  Chamberlain     . 
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^fottingham  W. 

^  Aaith^a  flniiftrviro 

&  Litcbtield 

k  t/c«uA^o    KJ  mjk\j I  ww  \j 

Kensingtou 

Beuj»  Row«i 

Rochester 

James  Knowleti 

Barrington 

6am'  Brewster 

Araherst  «S;  B«dtbrd 

John  Gotfe  Esq. 

Winchester 

Josiah  Willard 

Keeue 

Benj»  Hall 

Oharlestown 

Simeon  Alcott. 

Mr.  Hall  allowed  Travel  90  miles  on  the  last  prorogation,  Col"  Goff  10 
miles  —  ?  Brewster  the  same,  Mr.  Seavey  not  allowed,  UuJerwood  allowed 
25  miles  for  Travel  when  the  Court  adjourn'',  Major  Wright  ;iO  miles,  allowed 
Capt.  Merrill  20  Do. 


[p.  165].  Tuesday,  11'"  Jan',  1774. 

There  not  a[)pe.aring  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  make  a 
house,  the  Sed'  adjourned  the  Assembly  to  tomorrow  12  o'clock. 

Met  according  to  adjournment  —  Chose  John  Sherburne  Esq' 
Speaker  pro  leuiitore,  and  voted  that  John  Goff,  John  Phillips, 
Josiah  Bartlett  &  Christoph*"  Toppan  Esq"  be  a  Cum'°^  to  inform 
the  Gov'  that  there  were  members  [)resent  suffif'ient  to  make  a 
house  and  adjourned  to  tomorrow  ten  o'clock. 


Thursday  IS**. 

The  Deputy  Secretary  bro't  the  Gov"  message  to  the  Assembly 
into  the  ilouse  which  was  read  &  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  &  of  the  Assembly  — 

Having  nothing  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  lay  before  the  Gen'  As- 
sembly, I  recommend  to  both  Houses  I'lat  tiiey  proceed  to  the  Business  of 
the  Province  naturally  occurring  at  this  time,  in  wliich  is  more  peculiarly 
included  the  ameudraont  of  any  Laws  that  may  require  it  and  the  passing 
such  others  as  are  necessary,  under  this  head  you  will  readily  observe  the 
nectissity  of  Providing  some  remedy  against  the  Pernicious  practice  of  Coun- 
terfeiting or  debasing  gold  or  silver  Coins  current  in  America,  an  evil  too 
glaringly  destructive  and  unhappily  too  commonly  practiced  to  admit  any 
Delay. 

My  regard  to  the  Province  would  wound  me  was  I  to  omit  strongly  recom- 
mending your  immediate  care  to  render  elfective  the  Laws  for  preventing 
Infectious  and  Pestilential  disorders  being  spread  among  the  Inhabitants 
Elspecially  of  Portsmouth,  a  calamity  too  Dreadlul  &  Distressing  and  (without 
some  more  coercive  Laws)  I  am  certain  is  too  likely  to  happen,  not  to  Engage 
your  earnest  attention. 

Whatever  may  be  further  useful  or  necessary  I  shall  communicate  in  the 
course  of  the  Sessions  in  which  I  shall  readily  afford  my  concurrence  to  any 
[p.  166.]  measure  for  bis  Majesty's  Service  and  Prosperity  of  the  Province 
which  cannot  fail  of  advantage  from  an  iminterrupted  continuance  of  Public 
Harmony,  moderation  and  diligence  all  which  shall  have  my  best  Endeavors 
to  establish. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Council  Chamber 

New  Hampshire,  12""  Jan^  1T74. 
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Friday  14'^. 

Major  Hobart  &  Dr.  Baitlett  chosen   to  examine  what  Law8 
were  expired  or  near  it  &  make  report  to  the  House  as  soon  as 

mav. 

Voted,  That  Col»  Toppan  Col"  Holland  Major  Hobart  &  Wil- 
liam Parker  Esq'  be  a  Com'**  to  wait  on  the  Gov'  to  request  of 
him  to  communicate  to  the  House  the  Evidence  of  the  Dismission 
of  Mr.  Livius  Petition  (1)  &  the  approbation  of  his  Excellency's 
conduct :  To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  comply  with 
this  request. 


Saturday  IS'**. 

The  Deputy  Secretary  brot  down  the  Governors  Answer  to  the 
lequest  made  to  him  by  a  Com'"  of  the  House  which  is  as  follows, 
viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  — 

Having  considered  your  Message  of  this  day  Informing  me  that  you  and 
your  constituents  had  been  greatly  alarmed  by  a  Report  prevailing  for  some 
lime  past  that  complaints  had  been  Preferred  to  his  Majesty  of  great  Injus- 
tice, mal-Admiuistration  &  oppression  in  my  conduct  as  Governor  of  thi» 
Province,  also  requesting  to  know  the  event  thereof: 

I  have  in  answer  to  acquaint  the  House  that  auch  complaints  were  Pre- 
ferred and  urged  by  Peter  Livius,  Esq.  and  that  the  R'  Hon*"  the  Lords  of 
the  Com'"^^  of  the  Privy  Council  to  whom  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  refer 
the  final  hearing  &  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  had  reported  upon  it 
on  the  S"^  of  October  last,  which  Report  his  Majesty  was  most  graciously 
j)leased  to  approve  &  thereupon  to  order  the  complaints  of  the  said  Peter 
Livius  Esq'  to  be  Dismissed. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Council  Chamber,  New  Hamp^ 

January  14,  1774. 

<1)  See  a  particular  notice  of  Peter  Living,  Esq.,  In  Adamt  Annalt  of  Portimouth.  1772. 
pp.  2;i4.  235.     AlBo  Brewnter  Ramb.  Vol.  II.  pp.  78^-83.— Ed. 
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PAPERS 

'JRdatifig  to  the  complaint  made  hg  Peter  Livius,  Esq^  against 
his  Excellency  John  Weiitworth^  Oovemor. 


[The  first  two  Papers  which  follow  are  transcribed  from  Appendix,  Vol.  HI, 
Belknap's  Hist  pp.  300-312,  Dover,  1812.— Ed.] 

A  Report  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  on  & 
complaint  made  by  Peter  "Livius,  Esquire,  against  John  Wentworth,  Es- 
quire, Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

TO   THE   king's   MOST   EXCELLENT   MAJESTY. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty  — 

Peter  Livius,  Esquire,  one  of  your  Majesty's  Council  for  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  North  America,  having  on  the  ninth  of  July,  presented 
a  memorial  unto  us,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  John  Wentworth,  Es- 
quire, Your  Majesty's  Governor  of  that  Province,  and  charging  him  with 
Oppression  and  Mal-adrainistration  in  the  government  thereof:  And  it 
appearing,  upon  reference  to  the  papers  and  records  in  our  office,  that  the 
journals  of  the  Council  of  said  Province,  as  a  Council  of  State,  and  to  which 
the  complainant  referred  for  proof  of  most  of  the  facts  stated  in  his  memorial, 
had  not  been  transmitted  since  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Wentworth's 
administration:  —  We  thought  it  our  duty  immediately  to  send  to  the  said 
Governor,  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  complaint;  and  to  require  him  to  lose 
no  time  in  transmitting  to  us  a  full  and  explicit  answer  to  the  several  charges 
alledged  against  him,  accompanied  with  such  depositions  and  proofs  in  his 
own  behalf  as  he  should  think  proper;  giving,  at  the  same  time,  full  liberty 
to  Mr.  Livius,  or  any  other  person  concerned,  to  make  affidavit,  before  any 
judge  or  other  Magistrate,  of  what  they  knew  concerning  the  subject  matter 
of  the  said  complaint;  and  that  such  Judge  or  other  Magistrate  should  be 
likewise  enjoined,  to  summon  such  persons  as  the  complainant,  or  any  other 
in  his  behalf,  should  name. 

That  the  Secretary  should  be  likewise  enjoined  to  give  attested  copies 
(from  the  records)  of  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  and  of  any  other  con- 
cerned. And  if  it  should  appear  as  alledged  by  Mr.  Livius,  that  the  said 
minutes  or  other  records  were  defective,  in  any  matter  required  by  him  or 
them ;  or  that  those  transactions  which  were  alledged  to  have  passed  at  any 
meetings  of  the  Council,  had  been  omitted  to  be  entered  on  the  journal;  then 
that  the  Secretary  should,  in  such  cases,  be  further  enjoined  to  give  evidence,, 
upon  oath,  touching  such  defect  or  omission. 

That  the  said  Governor  and  the  complainant,  or  any  person  or  persons, 
should  interchange  the  said  proofs  and  depositions  as  soon  as  the  same  should 
have  been  made ;  and  that  twenty  days  should  be  allowed,  as  well  for  himself  as- 
the  complainant  or  other  person  concerned,  to  make  his  or  their  reply  by  affi- 
davit or  otherwise,  to  be  in  like  manner  interchanged,  and  afterwards  certified 
:md  transmitted  to  us,  under  the  seal  of  the  Province ;  that  we  might  be  ena- 
bled to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  on  the  true  state  of  this  affair,  pursuant  to 
the  powers  and  directions  contained  in  our  commission  under  the  great  seal . 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  directions,  your  Majesty's  Governor  has 
transmitted  to  us  his  answer  to  each  article  of  complaint  contained  in  Mr. 
Livius's  memorial,  accompanied  with  attested  copies  of  the  Journals  of  the 
Council  as  a  Council  of  State,  from  the  commencement  of  his  admini  stra- 
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tion,  aud  of  such  depositions  as  have  been  taken  to  support  the  facts  alledged 
by  the  Governor  in  defence  of  his  conduct.  And  we  have  taken  the  said 
complaint  and  answer  into  our  consideration,  together  with  Mr.  Liviua's 
reply  to  the  said  answer,  copies  of  all  which  are  hereunto  annexed;  and 
having  heard  counsel  learned  in  the  law ;  as  well  in  support  of  the  complaint, 
3LS  of  the  Governors  defence;  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your 
Majesty  thereupon : 

That  it  does  appear,  upon  full  examination  and  clear  evidence; 

First,  That  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  has,  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Council  for  the  said  Province,  composed  almost  altogether  of 
his  own  kindred  or  relations  by  blood  or  marriage  (1)  taken  upon  him  to 
resume  and  regrant  many  large  tracts  within  the  said  Province,  the  property 
of  your  Majesty's  subjects  by  virtue  of  several  former  grants :  upon  bare  sug- 
gestion only,  that  the  conditions  of  such  former  grants  had  not  been  com- 
plied with,  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  Jury,  or  any  proof  or  evidence 
whatever,  to  establish  the  fact  of  such  default.    . 

Secondly,  That  these  resumptions  have  been  made  without  any  notice 
(except  in  one  or  two  cases)  to  the  proprietors  of  such  tracts,  so  resumed; 
and  that,  in  some  instances,  in  which  the  Governor  and  Council  did  think 
fit  to  allow  time  to  the  proprietors  of  certain  tracts  to  make  good  the  condi- 
tions of  their  grants,  such  grants  were  nevertheless  resumed,  and  the  lands 
re-granted,  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed,  and  without  any 
notice  given  to  the  parties. 

Thirdly,  That  the  said  Governor  did,  without  any  legal  process  whatever, 
resume  and  regraut  several  tracts  of  land  reserved  to  the  said  late  Governor 
within  each  of  the  townships,  granted  by  him,  and  which  reservation  he  had, 
by  his  will,  devised  to  his  widow;  and  that  such  resumption  was  made  in 
consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  Council,  '  That  the  said  reservations  did 
'  not  convey  the  premises,  they  being  granted  by  the  Governor  to  himself. 

Fourthly,  That,  pending  an  action  brought  in  the  Inferiour  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  in  which  your  Majesty's  Governor  was  interested,  and  which 
he  admits  was  brought  for  his  benefit,  the  Judges  were,  in  three  successive 
terms,  changed,  and  especial  Judges  appointed;  That  in  the  standing  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  which  tirst  sat  in  judgment  upon  the  action  brought  by  the 
Governor,  a  question  arising  out  of  the  action  was  decided  against  the  Gov- 
ernors interest:  That  in  the  second  term,  two  Judges  were  appointed,  which 
together  with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  standing  Court  abovementioned, 
adopted  the  decision  of  the  Ibrmer  court:  That,  in  the  the  third  term,  two 
of  the  Judges  were  again  changed,  wheri  the  same  question  was  again 
brought  forward,  and  decided  in  the  same  manner  as  above :  That  in  the 
fourth  term,  two  of  the  Judges  who  sat  in  the  former  court  were  removed, 
and  a  new  bench  appointed,  consisting  of  Jacob  Sheaffe  and  John  Philips, 
Esquires,  who  had  not  acted  in  that  capacity  in  any  of  the  preceding  Terms, 
<-JXid  of  Nathaniel  Folsem,  who.had  served  in  the  terms,  and  who  is  stated  to 
have  been  uniformly  of  opinion  for  the  (rovernor  in  the  question  that  had 
been  agitated  upon  the  action  in  which  the  said  Governor  was  interested ; 
and  that,  in  the  last  mentioned  court,  the  said  question  was  a  fourth  time 

<l)The  following  .statement  relating  to  the  Governor's  family  connections  with  the  Coun- 
cil, is  copied  from  an  article  furnished  by  Hon.  .John  Wentwofth  of  Chicago,  and  published 
in  the  Pnrtsvuiufli  Journal.  1869. — Eu. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Portsmouth,  appointed  173:i.  married  the  Govonior's  aunt. 

Daniel  Wumer.  Porrsmo.  "  175;;,  d.  1778,  father  of  Jona.  Warner. 

-Mark  Hiinkine  Weutworth,  Portsmo.  "  17.59,  father  of  the  Governor. 

Peter  I>i-viii.-<,  p.>rtsmo.  '"  1765,  il.  in  England.  17!).5.  aged  68. 

•Jonatbau  Warner.  Portsmo.  "■  1766,  marrie<l  two  cousins  of  the  Governor. 

Daniel  Rindjf,  Portsmo.  "  1766,  nephew  (if  not  brother)  to  Govs,  mother. 

GeorL'.-  .Jatfrev  P.,rtsmo  "         1766    ^  ^"    '**"   *^^*^''-  J^^^ey,   whose  second 

vreor;,..  .lanrey,  rortsmo.  iiWj,  j  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Governor's  aunt. 

Dauiel  Rogers,  Porrsmo.  '•  1766,  married  sister  to  Governor's  mother. 

Peter  Gillman.  E.xeter.  •'  1771,  married  a  cousin  of  the  Govs,  father. 

Th08.  Westbrook  Walitron,  Dover,  "  1772,  d  April  3,  1785,  aged  63. 

Paul  Wentworrh.  London.  "  1772.  not  sworn  in. 

John  Sherburne,  Portsmo.  •'  1774.  his  father  cousin  to  the  Govs,  father. 
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Ijrought  on  to  trial,  and  a  judgment  obtained  in  favor  of  the  Governor, 
though  afterwards  reversed  in  the  Superiour  Court  in  consequence  of  a  Writ 
•of  Error. 

These,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  are  the  material  parts  of  the  charge 
exhibited  jigainst  Mr.  Wentworth ;  nor  is  there  any  other  part  of  the  com- 
plaint exhibited  by  Mr.  Livius,  upon  which  any  evidence  has  been  produced 
to  us,  that  does,  in  oiu-  Iiumble  opinion,  lay  the  foundation  for  censure  upon 
the  Governor's  conduct.  Wliat  we  have  stated,  with  respect  to  the  resump- 
tion and  re-granting  of  lands,  is  not,  we  thinl<,  to  be  justified,  either  by  the 
plea  of  usage  or  expediency,  or  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  upon  which  the  Gov- 
ernor lays  so  great  stress;  which  opinion' appears  to  us,  upon  lull  examina- 
tion of  it,  to  be  confined  to  a  particular  case  stated  to  them,  not  correspond- 
ing with  the  cases  in  which  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Wentworth  is  complained  of; 
and  that,  if  it  was  applicable  to  such  cases,  yet  it  does  not,  in  our  humble 
■opinion,  warrant  any  resumption  of  lands,  claimed  as  private  property  under 
grants  from  the  crown,  upon  bare  suggestion  only,  that  the  conditions  have 
not  been  complied  with;  but  on  the  contrary  does,  we  humbly  conceive, 
imply  that  the  fact  of  the  default  should  be  first  fovmd  in  a  regular  course  of 
law.  .  We  further  crave  leave  humbly  to  represent,  that,  admitting  the  said 
opinion  did  warrant  such  a  proceeding,  in  respect  to  grants,  the  condition  of 
which  had  not  been  complied  with,  which  we  conceive  it  does  not;  yet  it  is 
certainly  not  applicable  either  to  the  case  of  lands  resumed  and  re-granted 
before  the  term  allowed  for  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  settlement  were 
expired ;  or  to  the  case  of  the  reservations  to  the  late  Governor,  devised  by 
him  to  his  widow,  the  resumption  and  re-granting  of  which,  in  manner 
above  stated,  upon  an  extrajudicial  opinion  of  the  Council,  was,  in  our  judg- 
ment, unwarrantable  and  unjust.  And  we  sui)mit,  whether  the  misconduct 
of  your  Majesty's  Governor,  under  these  heads  of  complaint,  is  not  greatly 
aggravated  by  his  liaving  omitted,  from  the  commencement  of  his  adminis- 
tration, to  transmit  tlie  journals  of  the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State;  a 
neglect  for  whicli  he  is  certainly  responsible,  and  by  whicli  transactions  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  your  Majesty's  interest  and  the  right  of  your 
Majesty's  subjects  have  l^een  concealeil  from  your  >[ajesty's  knowledge;  and 
the  Governor  and  his  Council  have  gone  on,  for  a  series  of  years,  in  a  course 
of  very  irregular  proceedings,  without  controul. 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  proved  respecting  the  cliaiige  of  the  Judges, 
though  asserted,  in  a  great  numlier  of  ilepositions  transmitted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  liave  been  onsoiiant  to  the  usage  and  practice  in  the  Colony;  it  is 
yet.  in  our  humble  opinion,  a  proceeding  tliat,  under  all  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  is  of  a  very  extraonliuary  nature,  and  does  lead  to  the  suspicion 
and  presumption  of  very  unworthy  conduct  on  tlie  part  of  your  Majesty's 
Governor.  And.  upon  tlie  whole,  we  iuunbly  submit,  '  That  the  complaint 
'  against  Mr.  Wentworth,  so  far  iis  it  regards  the  facts  above  stated,  has  been 
'fully  verified.  At  the  same  time  it  is  our  duty  to  represent,  that  the 
'reports  which  we  have  received,  through  ilifferent  channels,  of  the  situation 
'■  of  afi'airs  within  your  Majesty's  government  of  New-Hampshire,  do  all  con- 
'  cur  in  representing  the  Colony  to  have  been,  ever  since  Mr.  Wentworth's 
'  appointment,  in  a  stJite  of  pt»ace  and  prosperity ;  that  its  commerce  has  been 

•  enlarged  and  extended,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  increased,  and  every 
••attempt  made  to  excite  the  people  to  disorder  and  disobedience  has  been, 

•  by  th(>  linn  and  temperate  conduct  of  Mi.   Wentworth,  suppressed   and 

•  restrained."     But  upon  the  whole,  we  humbly  submit,  whether  Mr.  Went- 
worth's  conduct   in  the  mal-aihninistration  with  whicli  he  has  been  charged, 
has  been  such  as  renders  him  a  fit  person  to  be  entrusted  with  your  Majesty'3. 
intt'rests  in  the  important  station  he  now  holds. 

All  which  is  hiunl)ly  submitted. 

Signed  So  am  .Jknyns. 

Bamukb  Gascovnk. 
Gkenville. 

W.  JoLIFFK.  GAHLIES. 

White-Hall 

May  the  lO"!,  1773. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  its  neeepta,- 

tance  hy  the  King. 

(Copy.) 
At  the  Court  at  St.  James'  the  8">  Day  of  October,  1773. 
L.S,  Present 

The  King's  Most  Excbllent  Majesty, 

Earl  of  SoflTolk,  Lord  North, 

Earl  of  Sandwich,  Richard  Rigby, 

Vis.  Harrington,  George  Onslow, 

Whebeas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  board  a  report  from  the  Right 
Konorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  affairs  (1) 
dated  the  26""  of  August  last,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

"  Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased,  in  consequence  of  a  memorial  pre- 
sented to  your  Majesty  from  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth,  Baronet.  Paul  Went- 
worth,  Esquire,  Thomas  Macdonagh,  secretary  to  John  Wentworth,  Esquire, 
Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  to  refer  unto  this  committee  a 
representation  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  dated 
the  lO""  of  May  last,  upon  a  complaint  exhibited  to  the  said  Lords  Commis- 
sioners against  the  said  Governor  Wentworth,  by  Peter  Livius,  Esquire,  one 
of  your  Majesty's  Council  for  the  said  Province,  together  with  several  other 
papers  transmitted  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  your  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  relative  to  the 
said  complaint:  The  Lords  of  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  your  Majesty's 
said  order  of  reference,  have  met  several  times  and  taken  the  said  matters 
into  consideration,  and  have  heard  Counsel  on  both  sides.  And,  having 
maturely  weighed  and  considered  the  complaint  against  the  said  Governor, 
the  answer  of  the  said  Governor,  and  the  reply  of  the  said  Peter  Livius. 
Esquire,  together  with  the  proofs  on  all  sides,  and  the  said  representation  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  the  Lords  of  the  com- 
mittee do  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty, 

"  That  the  first  article  of  Charge  contained  in  the  above  mentioned  repre- 
sentation of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  sets  forth 
'  That  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  New-Hampshire  has,  in  concurrence  with 
the  Council  for  the  said  Province,  composed  almost  altogether  of  his  own 
kindred,  or  relations  by  blood  or  marriage,  taken  upon  him  to  resume  and  re- 
grant  many  large  tracts  of  lands  within  the  said  Province,  the  property  of 
your  Majesty's  subjects  in  virtue  of  former  grants,  upon  bare  suggestion  only 
that  the  condition  of  such  former  grants  had  not  been  complied  with,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  or  any  proof  or  evidence  whatever,  lo 
establish  the  fact  of  such  default.' 

"  With  respect  to  which  article  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  do  humblv 
report  to  your  Majesty,  Tliat,  by  the  law  of  England,  when  lands  are  granted 
to  a  man  and  his  heirs  upon  condition,  the  breach  of  the  condition  must  be 
found  by  a  jury,  under  a  commission  issuing  out  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
before  your  Majesty  can  sieze  and  re-grant  the  same.  But  in  the  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  there  is  no  Court  of  Chancery  or  other  court  empowered 
to  issue  such  a  commission ;  ;ind  though  the  general  rule  is  that  the  law  of 
England  takes  place  in  your  Majesty's  Colonies,  yet  it  must  always  be  under- 
stood to  mean  such  part  of  the  law  as  is  suited  and  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  Colony,  and  to  the  frame  and  nature  of  the  constitution  established 
there ;  and  though  the  Governor,  in  concurrence  with  the  Council  for  the 
said  Province,  hath  resumed  and  re-granted  many  tracts  of  lands  within  the 
said  Province  which  had  been  formerly  granted  to  other  persons,  yet  no  evi- 
dence hath  been  laid  before  the  committee  of  any  such  resumptions  and 
re-granta  having  been  made  without  proof  or  public  notoriety  that  the  condi- 

(1)  Lords  of  the  Committee:  Lord  Surtblk,  President;  Arcb-BiaJiop  ot  Oanterburv.  Sir 
Flfttcher  Norton.  Sir  Eardly  WUmot,  Sir  Thomas  Parker. 
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tions  of  such  former  grants  had  not  been  complied  with ;  and  no  complaint 
hath  been  or  is  now  made  by  any  person  supposed  to  be  injured  by  any  such 
reaiunptions  and  re-grants. 

"  The  second  article  states  '  That  these  resumptions  have  been  made  with- 
out any  Notice  (except  in  one  or  more  cases)  to  the  proprietors  of  such  tracts 
so  resumed ;  and  that  in  some  instances  in  which  the  Governor  and  Council 
did  think  tit  to  allow  time  to  the  proprietors  of  certain  tracts  to  make 
good  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  such  grants  were  nevertheless  resumed 
and  the  land  re-granted  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed,  and 
without  any  notice  given  to  the  parties.' 

"  As  to  which  article  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  do  humbly  report  to 
your  Ma^jesty,  "  That  it  hath  not  been  proved  that  any  resumptions  have 
been  made  without  notice  to  the  proprietors  of  such  tracts  so  resumed ;  and 
it  is  no  part  of  the  original  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Livius  that  in  any 
instance  in  which  the  Governor  and  Council  thought  tit  to  allow  time  to  the 
proprietors  of  lands  to  make  good  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  such  grants 
were  resumed  and  the  lauds  re-granted  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
allowed;  and  the  Governor  not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  answering  that 
complaint,  the  Lords  of  the  committee  are  humbly  of  opinion  no  notice  can 
be  taken  of  it. 

"  The  third  article  represents  '  That  the  said  Governor  did,  without  any 
legal  process  whatever,  resume  and  re-grant  several  tracts  of  land  reserved  to 
the  late  Governor,  within  each  of  the  townships  granted  by  him,  and  which 
reservations  he  had  by  his  will  devised  to  his  widow ;  and  that  such  resump- 
tion was  made  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  Council,  that  the  said 
reservations  did  not  convey  the  premises,  they  being  granted  by  the  Governor 
[to]  himself. 

"  With  respect  to  this  article  the  Lords  of  the  committee  do  humbly  report 
that  the  lands  were  granted  but  not  reserved  to  the  Governor  and  his  heirs  in 
each  of  the  townships  granted  by  him ;  but  being  granted  by  your  Majesty, 
in  your  Majesty's  name,  and  not  in  the  Governor's  name,  the  grants  were 
sufficient  to  convey  the  lands  so  granted  to  him,  and  the  Council  was  mis- 
taken in  thinking  them  insufficient ;  and  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  find, 
that  after  such  an  opinion  given  by  the  Council,  the  Governor  did,  with  their 
advice,  resume  and  re-grant  several  tracts  of  lands,  which  had  been  granted 
by  the  late  Governor  within  each  of  the  townships,  as  aforesaid ;  But  it  hath 
not  been  proved  that  the  said  lands  were  re-granted  in  trust  for  himself;  and 
in  many  instances  it  hatli  been  proved,  that  such  lands  were  re-granted  to 
different  inhabitants  in  the  said  Province,  for  their  own  use  and  benefit;  and 
the  representatives  of  the  late  Governor's  widow  to  whom  he  had  devised 
the  same,  have  not  complained  of  any  injury  or  oppression  by  such  resump- 
tion and  re-grants. 

•'  And  the  fourth  article  alledges,  '  That  pending  an  action  brought  in  the 
inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  which  your  Majesty's  Governor  was  in- 
terested, and  which  he  admits  was  brought  for  his  benefit,  the  Judges  were 
in  three  successive  terms,  changed,  and  special  Judges  appointed:  That  in 
the  standing  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  first  sat  in  judgment  upon  the 
action  brouglit  by  the  Governor,  a  question  arising  out  of  the  action  was 
decided  against  the  Governors  interest:  That,  in  the  second  term,  two  new 
Judges  were  appointed,  which,  together  with  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  stand- 
ing Court  abovementioned,  adopted  the  decision  of  the  former  Court:  That, 
in  the  third  term,  two  of  the  judges  were  again  changed  when  the  same 
question  Wiis  again  brought  forward,  and  decided  in  the  same  manner  as 
above:  That,  in  the  fourth  term,  two  of  the  judges  who  sat  in  the  former 
Court,  were  removed,  and  a  new  Bench  appointed,  consisting  of  Jacob 
Sheatfe  and  John  Phillips,  Esquires,  who  had  not  acted  in  that  capacity  in 
any  of  tiie  preceding  terms,  and  of  Nathaniel  Folsom,  who  had  served  in  the 
two  preceding  terms,  and  who  is  stated  to  have  been  uniformly  of  opinion 
for  the  Governor,  in  the  question  that  had  been  agitated  upon  the  action  in 
wiiich  the  said  Governor  wiis   interested;  and  that  in  the  last  mentioned 
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rJourt,  the  said  question  was  a  fourth  time  brought  on  to  trial,  and  a  judg- 
ment obtained  in  favour  of  the  GU)vernour,  though  afterwards  reversed  ia 
the  Superior  Coiu"t  in  consequence  of  a  Writ  of  Error." 

"  With  respect  to  this  fourth  article,  the  Lords  of  the  committee  do 
humbly  report  to  your  Majesty,  That  it  appears  in  evidence  to  have  been  the 
constant  practice,  when  any  of  the  standing  Justices  of  the  Court  were  in- 
terested in  any  suit  there  depending,  either  by  being  related  to  any  of  the 
parties,  or  otherwise,  for  special  Judges  to  be  appointed ;  that  there  were 
other  causes  depending  at  the  same  'time  in  the  Inferiour  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  wherein  the  standing  Justices  were  either  interested  or  akin  to  the 
parties;  and  there  is  no  proof  that  the  special  Judges  were  appointed  on 
account  of  the  particular  cause  wherein  the  Governor  was  concerned ;  but 
by  many  depositions,  and  particularly  by  the  deposition  of  the  defendant  in 
the  said  cause,  it  appears  that  the  special  commissions  were  solicited  in  the 
common  form  and  manner  as  is  usual  in  the  Province  of  New-Hampshire ;. 
and  the  question  debated  in  the  said  cause,  being  a  mere  collateral  question, 
not  respecting  the  merit  of  it,  was  determined  three  times  for  the  defendant 
in  the  Iriferior  Court ;  but  being  determined  a  fourth  time  for  the  plaintiSV 
a  Writ  of  Error  was  brought  into  the  Superior  Court,  and  was  finally  deter- 
mined there  for  the  defendant:  and  the  defendant  in  the  said  cause  swears, 
that  he,  neither  at  that  time,  nor  since,  had  any  objections  either  to  the 
said  commissions,  or  to  the  Justice  therein  named  and  appointed,  or  \o 
either  of  them. 

"And  as  to  what  is  submitted  in  the  said  representation  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners for  trade  and  plantations,  '  That  the  Governor  omitted,  from  the 
commencement  of  his  administration,  to  transmit  the  journals  of  the  Coun- 
cil as  a  Council  of  State.' 

"  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  do  humbly  report  to  your  Majesty,  That 
this  practice  was  begun  in  the  late  Governor's  time;  who  acquainted  the 
proper  officer,  on  his  delivering  a  copy  of  the  said  journals  in  the  month  of 
Jime,  1760,  that  he  need  not  give  himself  the  trouble  to  make  out  such 
copies  for  the  future,  without  his  special  directions ;  and  from  that  time  the 
practice  has  b<>en  discontinued  both  by  the  late  and  present  Governor.  But 
the  Lords  of  the  Commitee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  revive 
that  practice,  and  to  have  a  regular  transmission  of  such  copies  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations. 

"Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  submit  to  your 
Majesty,  That  tukue  is  no  foundation  fok  any  censure  upon  the 
SAID  John  Wentworth,  Esq.  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  New 
Hampshire,  for  any  of  the  charges  contained  in  Mk.  Livius's 
complaint  against  him,  whose  general  conduct,  in  the  administration  of 
affairs  within  your  Majesty's  government  of  New  Hampshire,  is  represented 
to  have  tended  greatly  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  said  Province.' 

His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  report  into  consideration,  is  pleased,  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  to  order,  as  is  hereby 
ordered,  That  the  said  complaint  of  the  said  Peter  Livius  be  dismissed  this 
board.  And  his  Majesty  doth  hereby  further  order.  That  the  Governor,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  time  being, 
do  not  fail,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  punctually  and  regularly  to  transmit 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  authentic  copies  of 
the  journals  of  the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State. 

Signed,  G.  Cuetwood. 
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[The  following  appear  to  be  Papers,  which  the  Governor  offered  in  his  de- 
fence, during  the  trial. — Ed.] 

Extracts  of  sundry  Letters  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborouyk,  to 
his  Excellency  Governor   Wenticorth.  (1) 

[Copied  from  MS.  Corr.,  Vol.  lU,  p.  316—318.] 

No.  1.     Dated  .  Whitehall,  Ap^  4'*'  1768. 

"  His  Majesty  very  much  approves  the  attention  you  have  shewn  to  the  duty 
of  your  office  of  Surveyor  General  of  his  Woods,  as  well  in  the  Remarks  and 
observations  you  have  made  on  the  gr'lTWth  of  Timber  in  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies through  which  you  have  passed,  as  in  the  Regulations  you  have  Estab- 
lished for  preventing  Waste  by  Illegal  Destruction  in  the  New  England  Gov- 
ernments. This  very  important  consideration  is  now  before  the  Lords  of  JJie 
Council,  upon  a  Report  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  a  Memorial  from  Mr. 
Bollan,  in  which  Report  a  variety  of  new  arrangements  and  Regulations  are 
proposed  in  respect  to  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Woods,  and  the  Estab- 
lisliments  necessary  for  carrying  their  Lordships  Plan  into  Execution,  are 
now  under  the  Deliberation  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  I 
shall  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  your  Letters  on  this  subject 
to  the  Council  Board,  and  shall  also  transmit  copies  of  them  to  the  Lord* 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  such  measures  may  be  pursued  to  aid 
you  in  the  Execution  of  your  Duty,  as  shall  be  thought  most  adviseably  by 
that  Board,  to  whose  Department  this  matter  more  particularly  belongs."' 


No.  2.     Dated  Wliitehall,  W^  May,  1768; 

"His  Majesty  is  well  pleas'd  to  find,  that  his  subjects  within  your  govern- 
ment continue  in  that  Dutiftil  Disposition,  which  is  so  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty;  and  promises  himself,  from  your  Prudence  &  Zeal  in  his  service, 
that  they  will  preserve  the  good  opinion  his  Majesty  entertains  of  the  affec- 
tions of  his  subjects  of  New  Hampshire.'' 


No.  3.     Dated  Wliitehall.  9'^  July  1768. 

''  The  attention  you  appear  to  have  shown  to  a  faithful  &  diligent  Execu- 
tion of  y''  Duty  in  the  administration  of  Government,  has  met  with  the 
King's  approbation:  and  his  Majesty  observes  with  satisfiaction  the  care  you 
have  taken  to  inform  y'"self  fully  of  the  State  of  the  Colony,  in  all  those 
points  recommended  by  your  Instructions.'" 


No.  4,     Dated  Whitehall,  15"^  July  1769. 

"  On  the  17  of  last  month  I  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  Letters, 
No.  21,  No.  22,  23,  24  &  25,  and  his  Majesty  commands  me  to  signily  to  you 
his  approbation  of  y"'  prudent  Endeavours  to  suppress  in  their  Infancy  y* 
factious  attempts  to  kindle  in  New  Hampshire  the  same  Flame  in  respect  to 
the  Revenue  Laws  which  has  disturbed  the  peace  of  his  neighboring  Colonies. 

"  His  Majesty  sees  with  satisfaction  the  success  of  those  Endeavors,  and 
approves  y«  attention  given  by  the  Legislature  to  what  you  recommended  to 
them  respecting  a  Law  for  diviiling  the  Province  into  Counties,  which  shall 
have  the  fullest  consideration  &  Dispatch  so  soon  as  it  comes  to  my  hand." 

(1)  Tbese  Extracts  are  arranged  by  the  Editor,  acoordiBg  to  their  dat«. 
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No.  5.     Dated  Whitehall,  NoV  4">  1769. 

"  As  I  send  you  a  Transcript  of  my  Letter  to  their  Lordships  indorsing  that 
copy,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  more  fully  to  express  to  you  the  Light  in  which 
I  consider  your  conduct  in  that  oflBce. 

"  The  King  sees  with  satisfaction  the  full  Testimony  you  bear  of  the 
Respect  for.  and  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom,  so  steadily  adhered 
to  by  his  Majesty's  subjects  under  your  government,  &  is  graciously  pleased 
to  command  me  to  express  to  you  his  Royal  Approbation  of  your  DUigence 
and  zeal  to  promote  their  true  Interests  &  his  service. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c." 


No.  6.     Dated  Whitehall,  Jan^  18^  1T70. 

"  And  I  bave  also  the  satisfaction  of  sending  you  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Pownal 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  by  which  you  will  see  the 
sense  their  Lordships  have  of  your  Merit  in  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the 
Woods,  &  their  Resolution  that  your  Interest  shall  not  suffer  by  any  new 
Arrangements  that  may  be  made  in  respect  to  that  office." 


No.  7.    Dated  .  Whitehall,  12"^  June,  1770. 

"  And  I  trust  will  be  such  as  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  give  to  his  faithful  & 
meritorious  subjects  in  New  Hampshire  a  Testimony,  in  those  two  cases,  of 
his  Royal  and  Gracious  Disposition  to  promote  their  true  Interest  &  Welfare, 

I  am,  sir,  &c.'' 


No.  8.     Dated    '  Whitehall  3''  July  1771. 

"  The  great  Variety  of  matter  contained  in  this  Report  &  the  Difficulty 
arising  upon  many  legal  Questions  resulting  from  it,  have  hitherto  prevented 
any  final  Representation  from  that  Board ;  but  I  cannot  refuse  myself  the 
satisfaction  of  acquainting  you  that  your  conduct  has  appeared  to  thefr  Lord- 
ships in  the  most  favourable  Light,  and  that  they  will  not  fail  to  bear  Testi- 
mony to  our  Royal  Master  of  their  opinion  of  your  zeal  for  his  service." 


JE/xtract  from  a  private   letter  of   Gov.   Wentworth   to   Htnry 
Bellew,  Esq.  (1)  in  London. 

IFumished  l)y  John  Wentworth,  Esq.,  of  Chicago,  and  printed  in  Ports- 
mouth Journal,  1869.] 

Portiimouth,  N.  England,  April  8"^,  1775. 
'■  My  affair  witli  Livius  is  at  length  finished  in  my  favor  after  much  more 
time,  cost  ami  trouble  than  I  thought  it  possible  such  a  groundless  malevo- 
lent attempt  could  have  found  means  to  create.  No  doubt  every  person  that 
heard  the  matter  must  have  been  astonished  at  my  adversary's  success  in 
prejudicing  opinions  against  me.  To  this  moment  I  have  never  learned  the 
reason  that  induced  Mr.  Trecothick  to  direct  Mr.  Holland  and  Skinner,  in 
the  first  l\earing  to  leave  my  reputation  at  the  mercy  of  mine  enemy,  with- 
out using  the  cloud  of  authentic  testimonies  furnished  to  justify  me,  and 
prove  tlie  notorioms  wickedniiss,  dishonor  ;ind  malignity  of  the  complainant. 
This  strange  conduct  must  naturally  injure  me  very  much,  and  no  doubt 
causes  Mr.  Dunning  whose  good  opinion  I  exceedingly  covet,  to  form  an 
unfavopble  judgment  of  the  case.  Your  kind  interposition  with  him  on 
this  point  I  shall  always  consider  as  an  essential  office  of  real  friendship," 

•  liCapc.  Henry  Bellcw  marrieil  the  widow  of  Gov.  John  Wentworth's  brother  Thomas, 
who  wa.s  Aiinu.  ilaujjhter  of  Jn.lge  .John  Tasker  of  M;vrbli;hea<l.  Mans.    [Xote  hij  J.  W.  of 

Chirofio.] — Rl>. 
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[e/owrno/  of  the  House  resumed.'} 

[p.  167.1  Ordered  that  Capt.  Gidding,  Col°  Toppan,.  Col"  Bart- 
lett  and  Mr.  John  Pickering  &  Simeon  Alcott,  Esq.  be  a  Com*" 
to  prepare  such  Laws  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  be  Enacted  in 
the  Receas  of  the  House  and  present  to  the  House  at  their  next 
meeting  or  as  soon  as  may  be,  —  then  Wra.  Parker  added. 


Wednesday  19. 

Upon  reading  the  petition  of  Andrew  Mc'Millan  agent  for  the. 
Town  of  Concord  praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  County  of  Hills- 
borough &c. 

Voted  That  the  Petitioner  cause  the  substance  of  the  Petition 
and  order  of  Court  thereon  to  be  printed  three  weeks  successively 
in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  that  the  Petition'  and  any  party 
having  an  objection  thereto  may  be  heard  thereon  on  the  third 
day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Gen*  Assembly  after  the  first  Day  of 
March  next. 

(The  following  is  the  Petition  oC  Andrew  McMUlan,  above  referred  to  which 
will  be  found  of  general  Interest.  —  Ed.] 

To  His  Excellency  John  Wentworth  Esqr.  Capt.  General  Governor  and 
Commander  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire the  Hon'ble  his  Majestys  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Assembly  convened  the  18th  day  of  Jan'y  Anno  Domini  1774. 

The  Petition  of  Andrew  McMillan  Esq'  Agent  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Concord  in  the  County  of  Rockingham  and  Province  aforesaid, 
Humbly  sheweth  That  said  Town  of  Concord  is  Forty  miles  from  Exeter  and 
Fifty  live  miles  from  Portsmouth  where  the  Courts  of  Justice  are  held  for 
said  County  of  Rockiniiliam,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Concord  very  little 
if  any  tliins  bt^nelited  by  the  late  Division  of  this  Province  into  Five 
Counties. 

iseoondly  that  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  in  the  north  part  of 
the  County  of  Hillsborough  have  applied  to  your  Petitioners  Constituents 
and  earnestly  desireil  that  the  inconveniences  they  labour  under  may  be 
represented  to  your  Excellency  and  Honours  which  they  say  are 

First  as  there  is  but  one  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature  in  a  year  held  in 
said  County  of  Hillsborougii  and  Prisonerti  committed  for  capital  crimes 
must  lay  in  (roal  sometimes  Eleven  nine  or  six  months  according  to  the  time 
they  are  committed  before  it  can  be  known  whether  they  are  or  are  not 
guilty;  and  in  case  they  should  be  acquitted  your  Petitioners  constituents, 
humbly  appr(;h(>nd  It  a  great  Pity  that  they  have  suffered  so  long  and  if 
found  guilty  they  think  it  a  grievous  burthen  to  maintain  such  bad  subjects 
so  long  at  the  expence  of  poor  honest  industrious  beginners  in  the  Wil- 
derness. 

Secondly  Creditors  in  General  in  said  County  of  Hillsborough  who  incline 
to  sue  at  any  time  except  July  term  in  said  County  are  obliged  to  indorse 
their  notes  &c.  over,  to  persons  who  live  in  the  County  of  Rockingham,  Of 
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other  Counties  &  some  to  the  Massachusetts,  and  the  expeuce  is  as  great  a»- 
before  they  were  a  County. 

Thirdly  the  place  where  the  Courts  are  held  in  said  County  of  Hillsbor- 
ough- is  at  such  a  Distance  from  them  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  south  part  of  said  County  will  not  oppose  their  having 
justice  done  in  that  respect. 

Fourthly  that  the  situation  of  the  Town  of  Concord  is  such  that  it  will 
accommodate  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  or  northerly  part  of  the  said 
County  of  Hillsborough  and  give  them  general  satisfaction. 

Therefore  the  said  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Concord  by  their  said 
Agent  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  &  Honours  that  said  Town  of  Concord 
may  be  annexed  to  the  County  of  Hillsborough  and  that  there  may  bts 
annually  held  there  one  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  one  Superior  Court  of 
general  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  said  County,  or  otherwise  act  in  the  prem- 
ises as  yoiu"  Excellency  &  Honours  Wisdom  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  shall  direct  and  your  Petitioners  by  their  said  Agent  as  in  Duty 
bound  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Andrew  McMillax. 

Portsmo'  Jan'y  18th  1774. 

In  CouncU  Jan'y  19th  1774. 


[p.  168.]  Friday  21. 

Answer  to  the  Gov™  message  of  the  12'**  Inst.  Read,  accepted 
&  voted  to  be  sent  to  the  Gov"^  by  Col°  Toppan,  Col"  Holland  & 
Dr.  Bartlett. 

The  answer  was  as  follows :  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Representatives  apprehend  it  to  be  their  duly  in  beiialf  of 
their  constituents  to  acknowledge  the  justness  &  Propriety  of  your  Excel- 
lency's sentiments  expressed  in  your  message  to  the  House  at  the  opening  ot 
the  present  Sessions  &  consider  it  as  an  Evidence  of  the  continuance  of 
Paternal  care  &  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  Province,  since  that  so  much 
depends  on  the  existence  of  good  Laws  in  Gen'.&  especially  those  you  point 
out  in  Particular  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  evil  consequence  of  coun- 
terfeiting or  Debasing  of  the  Public  money  &  the  great  calamity  of  any 
infectious  Distemper  among  tlie  People  PrevaiUng  &  spreading  is  as  evident 
as  that  their  health  is  necessary  to  their  prosperity.  The  House  therefori 
think  it  their  duty  to  pay  all  due  attention  to  what  comes  so  reasonably 
Recommended  &  have  appointed  a  Com'*'*^  to  consider  of  &  prepare  the 
necessary  Bills. 

Your  Excellency  will  we  trust  give  us  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  th« 
agreeable  Informa"  of  your  success  in  the  affair  of  the  complaint  of  Peter 
Livius,  Esq.  and  of  his  Majesty's  approbation  of  your  administration  &  con- 
duct in  the  Public  concerns  of  this  Province.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  We 
and  (a*  we  apprehend)  our  Constituents  would  have  been  greatly  grieved  & 
Disappointed,  but  now  will  heartily  acquiesce  aud  Felicitate  themselves  on 
this  happy  Event.  We  hope  all  other  ill  grounded  Complaints  of  the  like 
nature  will  meet  with  the  like  catastrophe.  It  remains  to  add  our  sincere 
Desires  &  prayers  for  your  auspicious  &  successful  administration  in  which 
both  your  Excellency  A  the  People  under  your  charge  may  long  enjoy 
mutual  satisfaction. 

Jn"^'  Wentworth,  Speaker. 
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[p.  170.]  Saturday,  February  5^. 

Voted  That  Simeon  Alcott,  Jacob  Sheafe  &  John  Sherburne 
Esqr*  be  a  Com'"  to  prepare  answers  to  the  several  letters  Re- 
ceived from  the  Speakers  of  the  House  of  Maryland,  Connecticut 
A  Mass*  Bay  &  lay  the  same  before  the  House  next  week  if  this 
House  be  then  sitting,  &  if  not  to  send  them  to  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  to  be  by  him  signed  <fc  forwarded  to  the  several 
speakers. 


Tuesday  8. 

A  member  for  Rye  &  Newcastle  returned  to  the  House,  [Name 
not  mentioned]and  sworn  in  accordingly, 

Capt.  John  Waldron  returned  a  representative  for  Dover  <fc 
was  sworn. 


Thursday  10. 
Mr.  Bracken  ridge's  Petition  considered  &  debated  (a). 

(a)  Jour.  C.  &  Assm.  Jan.  12,  1774.  The  petition  of  James  Brackenridge 
as  Agent  to  &  in  behalf  of  a  great  number,  of  Inhabitants  West  of  Connec- 
ticut River  praying  the  assistance  of  tlie  General  Assembly  relative  to  a 
Petition  preferred  (by  him)  to  his  Majesty  in  Council  praying  to  have  y* 
Jurisdiction  of  certain  Lands  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  river  hereto- 
fore included  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Province  but  now  by  his  Maj*y» 
order  under  New  York,  restored  to  this  Province  &  the  General  Assembly 
would  Please  to  appoint  the  Hon'''  Paul  Wentworth  in  London  their  agent  to 
negotiat  that  affair  —  which  Petition  was  read  at  the  Board  &  sent  down  to 
the  House. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  10,  1774.(1) 

Upon  hearing  &  considering  Mr.  James  Brackenridges  Peli- 
tion  in  behalf  of  himself  &  others  praying  that  the  Government 
would  concur  with  hira  &  his  associates  in  the  appointment  of 
the  Hon'''  Paul  Wentworth  of  London,  Esq''  as  agent  to  prefer  & 
prosecute  a  Petition  before  his  Majesty  in  Council  for  the  Resto- 
ration ot  the  .Jurisdiction  of  the  Lands  heretofore  granted  by  the 
late  Governor  Benning  Wentworth  on  the  Western  side  of  Con- 
necticutt  River  to  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  Voted 
that  the  said  Paul  Wentworth  Esq'  be  &  hereby  is  appointed 
agent  in  behalf  of  this  Government  for  that  purpose  to  use  all 
.ulviseable  means  &  measures  to  obtain  his  Majesty's  order  on  the 
•Same  Petition  to  restore  the  same  Lands  to  the  Jurisdiction  of 
this  Government,  Provided  the  said  Paul  Wentworth  Esq"^  be  fur- 
nished with  monev  from  the  said  Brackenridge  and  associates  for 

(l)Thw  is  entered  in  the  Journal  ol*  the  House,  on  page  182. — Ed. 


*i^ 
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Prosecuting  the  same  &  without  any  cost  or  charge  to  this  Prov- 
in<'e.(a) 

J.  Went  worth,  Speaker, 

(a)  Votes,  ace",  petitions  Ac.  passed  on  in  the  House  &  concurred  by  the 
Council  from  January  11">  to  February  12th,  1774. 

Jour.  C.  <fc  Assm.  Petition  of  inhabitants  of  New  Boston  for  a  tax  on 
of  one  penny  pr  lands  acre  for  six  years,  for  clearing  roads,  paying  a  minister, 
Ac.  —  hearing  granted. 

Vote  appointing  Joseph  Peirce  recorder  of  deeds  and  conveyances  &c.  for 
Rockingham  County,  until  the  10th  of  May  next,  on  usual  conditions. 

Francestown  petition  for  a  tax  of  one  penny  &  a  half  per  acre  on  all  lands 
for  two  years  for  building  a  meeting  house,  settling  a  minister,  &c.  — leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  with  an  amendment  non-concurred,  that  the  land  belonging  to 
the  Purchasers  of  Mason's  patent  be  exempted  from  said  tax;  afterwards 
agreed  to. 

A  resolution  adopted  that  James  Stinson  of  Dunbarton  might  exchange 
part  of  two  lots  in  s"*  town  for  the  School  lot. 

Petition  of  Abiel  Foster  of  Canterbury  relative  to  certain  Proprietary 
papers,  for  their  authentication  —  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  thera. 

Petition  from  Hampton-falls,  for  liberty  to  proceed  in  assessing  taxes  or 
make  a  new  Invoice  &c.  —  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolve. 

Petition  of  Andrew  McMillan,  that  Concord  might  be  annexed  to  Hillsboro' 
Co.  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  John  Moloney  to  make  void  sundry  Proprietors  meetings  in 
Canterbury  —  hearing  granted.  , 

Ace'  of  Col"  Goffe  for  expense  in  holding  town  meetings  to  raise  the  Prov- 
ince tax,  &c.  allowed  £9 :  0. 

Petition  of  Theophilus  Hardy  about  the  loss  of  an  execution  —  hearing 
granted. 

A  vote  allowing  the  town  of  Deerfield  to  lay  a  tax  of  one  penny  pr  acre, 
on  lands  for  three  years,  for  the  use  of  repairing  and  making  high  ways  only. 

Petition  of  sundry  towns  in  Hillsboro'  Co.  for  a  rehearing  in  Court  of  the 
case  of  Joseph  Kelly,  confined  in  Amherst  goal  —  hearing  granted. 

Ace'  of  Jon"  Chase  for  loss  by  escape  from  goal  of  Nathan  Longfellow  — 
allowed  £4:  11. 

Vote  appointing  a  Committee  to  farm  out  the  Excise,  &c. 

Petition  of  John  Sherburne  Esq.  &  Joseph  Peirce  for  leave  to  exchange 
aoout  £90  in  Paper  money  in  the  Treasury  —  hearing  granted. 

A  resolve  passed  that  tines  &  forfeitures  be  paid  into  the  respective  County 
treasuries. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Hale  for  leave  to  exchange  £12  in  Paper  money,  at  the 
Treasury  —  granted. 

A  committee  appointed  to  examine  &  report  on  the  acc^  of  Ammi  R.  Cut- 
ter et  alii  for  surveying  a  road  from  Conway  to  Connecticut  river  —  allowed 
£306:  11:4. 

Petition  of  Joseph  Senter  relative  to  his  loss  £22:  11:  3  in  laying  out  a 
road  from  the  Governor's  house  in  Wolfeborough  to  Pemigewasset  river  — 
hearing  granted. 

Benjamin  Butler  allowed  £30  for  a  mistake  made  in  the  purchase  of  y^ 
Excise  on  Spirits. 


Friday  ll'\ 

Read  &  voted  Sundry  letters  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Represen**  at  Boston,  Connecticut  &  Maryland. 
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NOTK   BY  THB   EDITOR. 


S't  appears  from  the  Journal  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  that  on  the 
—  of  February,  the  Grovemor  was  pleased  to  Prorogue  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  Thursday  the  lO^ii  day  of  March  next,  then  to  meet  at  Portsmouth  at 
ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and,  "his  Excellency  by  his  Proclamation  dated  March 
V^  1774,  was  Pleased  to  Dissolve  the  Greneral  Assembly  and  accordingly  they 
were 

Dissolved." 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[p.  171.]  A  letter  from  the  iSpeaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  Massachusetts  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  June  3,  1773. 

Sib  —  The  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province  being  earnestly 
attentive  to  the  controversy  between  Great  Britain  &  the  Colonies  and  con- 
sidering that  the  authority  claimed  and  exercised  by  Parliament  on  the  one 
side  &  by  the  General  Assemblies  of  this  Continent  on  the  other,  greatly 
militates  &  so  is  productive  of  this  unhappy  contention,  think  it  of  the  ut- 
most Importance  to  the  welfare  of  both  &  Particularly  of  the  Colonies  that 
the  Constitutional  Rights  &  Powers  of  each  be  enquired  into,  delineated  and 
fiilly  ascertained.     It  is 

That  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  America  are  intitled  to  the  same  Rights  and 
Liberties  as  those  of  Great  Britain  and  that  these  ought  in  Justice  by  the 
Constitution  to  be  as  well  guaranteed  &  secured,  to  the  one  as  to  the  other, 
are  truths  too  apparent  to  be  denied. 

It  is  by  this  House  conceived  to  be  likewise  undeniable  that  the  authority 
assumed  &  now  forceably  exercised  by  Parliament  over  the  Colonies  is  utterly 
subversive  ot  freedom  in  the  latter,  and  that  while  his  Ma.)esty's  loyal  subjects 
in  America  have  the  mortification  daily  to  see  new  abridgments  of  their  Right* 
&  Liberties  they  have  not  the  least  security  for  those  which  at  present  Re- 
main ;  were  the  Colonies  only  affected  by  a  Legislative  subject  to  their  con- 
troul  they  would  even  then  have  no  other  security  than  belongs  to  them  by 
the  Laws  of  Nature  &  the  English  Constitution,  but  should  the  authority 
now  claimed  by  Parliament  be  fully  supported  by  Power  or  submitted  to  by 
the  Colonies,  it  appears  to  this  house  that  there  will  be  an  End  to  Liberty  in 
America  &  that  the  Colonists  will  then  change  the  Name  of  freemen  for  that 
of  Slaves. 

In  order  to  adjust  «fe  settle  these  important  concerns  the  free  &  magnani- 
mous Burgesses  of  Virginia  have  proposed  a  method  of  uniting  the  Counsels 
of  its  sister  Colonies  &  it  appearing  to  this  House  to  be  a  measure  very  wise 
A  Salutary  is  cheerfully  received  and  heartily  adopted.  With  very  great 
respect  to  your  honorable  Assembly  and  in  confidence  that  a  matter  which 
so  nearly  aitfects  the  safety  of  each  Colony  will  be  assisted  by  its  wise  Coun- 
cils, permit  this  house  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Resolutions  lately  Entered  into 
here,  and  Request  that  you'll  communicate  the  same  at  a  convenient  oppor- 
tunity. 

In  the  Name  and  by  order  of  the  House, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  truth  &  Regard, 
your  most  obedient  hum'''  serv'. 

Thomas  Cushing,  Speaker. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

23 
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Resolves  of  the  Massachusetts  House  <&c. 

{p.  1T7.)     Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

In  the  House  of  Represent*  May  29"',  1773. 

Whereas  the  Speaker  hath  communicated  to  this  House  a  letter  from  the 
truly  respectable  House  of  Burgesses  in  his  Majesty's  Ancient  Colony  of 
Virginia  Indorsing  a  copy  of  the  Resolves  enter' d  into  by  them  on  the  12** 
of  March  last  and  requesting  that  a  Committee  of  this  House  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  communicate  from  time  to  time  with  a  Corresponding  Committee 
then  appointed  by  the  said  House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia;  —  And  Whereas 
this  House  is  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity  &  Importance  of  an  union  of  the 
several  Colonies  in  America  at  a  time  when  it  clearly  appears  that  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  all  are  systematically  invaded,  in  order  that  the  joint  wisdom 
of  the  whole  may  be  Employed  in  consulting  their  common  safety : 

Resolved  That  this  House  have  a  very  grateful  sense  of  the  obligations  they 
are  under  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  the  Vigilance,  Firmness  and  Wis- 
dom which  they  have  Discovered  at  all  times  in  support  of  the  Rights  <fe 
Liberties  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  do  heartily  concur  with  them  in 
their  Said  &  Spirited  Resolves. 

Resolved  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Enquiry  be 
appointed  to  consist  of  Fifteen  members  any  Eight  of  whom  to  be  a  Quorum 
whose  business  it  shall  be  to  obtain  the  most  early  and  authentic  Intelligence 
of  all  such  Acts  &  Resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament  or  proceedings  of 
Administration  as  may  relate  to  or  affect  the  British  Colonies  in  America  & 
to  keep  up  &  maintain  a  Correspondence  with  our  sister  Colonies  respecting 
these  Important  Considerations  and  the  Result  of  such  their  proceedings 
from  time  to  time  to  lay  before  this  House. 

Resolved  that  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  said  Committee  that  they  do 
without  delay  inform  themselves  Particularly  of  the  Principles  and  authority 
on  which  was  constituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry  held  in  Rhode  Island  said  to 
be  vested  with  Powers  to  transport  persons  accxised  of  offences  committed  in 
America  to  places  beyond  the  seas  to  be  tried. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Committee  be  further  Instructed  to  prepare  &  Report 
to  this  House  a  Draft  of  a  very  respectful  answer  to  the  Letters  received 
from  the  Speaker,  of  the  Hon'''^  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia  &  the 
Speaker  of  the  Honiii^  House  of  Represent"  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
also  a  Circular  letter  to  the  speaker  of  the  several  other  Houses  of  Assembly 
on  this  Continent  Endorsing  the  aforesaid  Resolves  and  requesting  them  to 
lay  the  same  before  their  respective  Assemblies  in  Confidence  that  they  will 
readily  &  chearfiilly  comply  with  the  wise  &  salutary  Resolves  of  the  House 
of  Burgesses  of  Virginia.  Then  the  House  immediately  made  choice  of  the 
following  Gentlem"  to  be  the  Com'^  of  Correspondence  &  communication 
[p.  178.]  with  the  other  Colonies,  viz.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  the 
Hon^ie  John  Hancock,  Esq^.,  Mr.  Wm.  Phillips,  Capt.  William  Heath,  the 
Hon^'  Joseph  Hawley,  Esq.,  the  Hon'^'^  James  Warren,  Esqf.,  Richard  Derby 
jun"",  Esq'',  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Jerahmeel  Bowers,  Esq'',  Jedediah  Foster 
Esq%  Daniel  Leonard,  Esq',  Capt.  Thomas  Gardner,  Capt.  Jonathan  Green- 
leaff  &  James  Prescott,  Esq^. 

A  true  Copy  Sam'  Adams,  Cler. 

Entered  according  to  said  copy  pr  William  Parker  of  the  Assembly. 
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Answer  to  the  foregoing  by  Hon.  John    Wentworth,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Feb^  7">  1774. 

By  Reason  of  several  Proro<?ations  the  House  of  Represe'*  of  this  Province 
have  not  had  an  earlier  opportunity  of  consulting  together  Since  the  Receipt 
of  your  letter  &the  Resolves  accompanying  the  same  of  the  3*^  of  June 
last,  the  Contents  of  which  they  now  observe  highly  approving  &  concurring 
therewith. 

By  the  best  Intelligence  we  can  obtain  it  appears  that  the  British  ministry 
are  Resolved  in  a  great  Degree  if  not  fully  to  Enslave  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies  in  America  subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  if  by  any  means 
they  can  effect  it,  which  much  concerns  the  Americans  to  withstand  and  Pre- 
vent. The  proposed  method  of  union  in  all  the  Colonies  hath  ever  appeared 
to  us  since  the  first  Recommendation  thereof  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  for 
which  purpose  this  House  adopted  the  Resolves  of  the  very  respectable  house 
of  Burgesses  in  his  Majesty's  ancient  Colony  of  Virginia  &  chose  a  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  consisting  of  seven  persons  in  May  last  as  you'll  please 
to  observe  by  the  Enclosed  extract.(l)  You  may  therefore  Depend  on  the 
ready  concurrence  of  this  House  with  the  measui'es  tho't  necessary  to  be 
pursued  by  the  other  Colonies  in  the  cause  of  Liberty.  We  wovdd  grateftilly 
acknol wedge  the  Prudence  &  Vigilance  of  the  Patriotic  Houses  of  Virginia 
&,  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  so  early  taking  &  sounding  the  American  Alarm. 
Be  assured  also  of  our  Assistance  (small  as  it  may  be)  by  contributing  all  in 
our  Power  to  promote  a  General  union  thro'  the  Colonies  which  we  hope 
will  be  so  strongly  cemented  as  not  to  be  easily  Dissolved. 

In  the  Name  «fc  by  order  of  the  House,  Ac. 

J'  Wentworth,  Speaker. 

To  the  Hon*''*'  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Province  of  Miissachusetts  Bay,  Esq''. 


[p.  179.]     Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Fairfield  in  Connecticut,  24  June,  1773. 

Sir  —  I  have  it  in  command  to  transmit  to  you  the  Enclosed  Resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  by  which  you 
will  see  that  they  have  fully  adopted  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Patriotic 
House  of  Burgesses  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  retjuest  you  to  lay  the 
Same  before  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  they  may  if  they  see  fit  adopt  similar  measures  and  appoint  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence  who  shall  communicate  from  time  to  time 
with  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Col° 
of  Connecticut,  on  such  matters  as  may  by  them  be  adjudged  to  affect  the 
common  Interests  of  the  British  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  truth 

&  Regard,  Sir,  your  most  obed'  Humble  serv' 

EbEXEZER  SlLLIMAJf. 

To  the  Hon^'*  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

(l)See  Entry  in  Journal  of  the  ffoti.se,  May  2t<,  177;',  antu  p.  3>J9.— El>. 
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Connecticut  Resolves. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
Friday  218'  of  May,  13  Geo,  S^  1773. 

Mr.  Speaker  havini?  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  <fe 
certain  Resolutions  Entered  into  by  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  the  Colony  of 
"Virginia  on  the  12'*^  of  March  last  of  the  following  Tenor  viz: 

[Here  follow  the  Virginia  Resolves  as  already  printed  on  p.  330.— Ed.  1 

This  House  taking  into  consideration  the  contents  of  said  Letter,  the  afore- 
said Resolutions  and  the  Reasons  on  which  they  are  grounded,  are  of  opinion 
that  they  are  weighty  and  important  in  their  nature  &  design  calculating  & 
Tending  to  produce  happy  &  salutary  EflFects  in  securing  &  supporting  the 
Ancient  Legal  &  Constitutional  Rights  of  this  &  the  Colonies  in  Geueralr 
Do  therefore  Approve  of  &  Adopt  the  measure,  and  thereupon  Resolve, 

That  a  Standing  Committee  of  Correspondence  &  Enquiry  be  appointed  ta 
consist  of  nine  Persons,  to  wit  —  the  Hon"^'  Ebenezer  Silliman  Esq^  William 
Williams,  Benjamin  Payn,  Sam'  Holden  Parsons,  Nath'  Wales,  Silas  Dean, 
Sami  Bishop,  Joseph  Trumbull,  &  Eratus  Wolcott  Esq",  whose  business  it 
shall  be  to  obtain  all  such  Intelligence  &  to  keep  up  &  maintain  correspon- 
dence and  communication  with  our  sister  Colonies  respecting  the  important 
considerations  mentioned  &  Expressed  in  the  aforesaid  Resolutions  of  the 
Patriotic  House  of  Burgesses  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  &  the  Result  of  such 
their  proceedings  from  time  to  time  to  lay  before  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  do  transmit  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  Different  Assemblies  of  the  British  Colonies  on  this  Continent  copies  of 
these  Resolutions  &  request  that  they  would  come  into  similar  measures  & 
communicate  from  time  to  time  with  the  said  Committee  on  all  matters 
wherein  the  Common  Welfare  and  safety  of  the  Colonies  are  concerned. 

The  foregoing  Resolutions  being  severally  read  a  third  time  were  on  the 
Question  put  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  true, copy  extracted  from  the  Journal. 

Attest,  William  Williams  Cler.        D.R. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing  letter,  by  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  &c. 

[p.  180. 1  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  T'^  February  1774. 

Sir  —  Your  agreeable  favor  of  the  24">  June  last  Enclosing  the  Resolves  of 
the  Hon''^®  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  I  had 
the  honor  to  Receive ;  and  on  the  first  meeting  of  our  Assembly  I  took  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  lay  the  Interesting  papers  before  them,  whose  unani- 
mou£  direction  I  have  to  assure  your  Hon''' house  that  in  every  Constitu- 
tional plan  for  securing  the  Rights  of  British  America  &  removing  the 
present  Infringements  thereon  our  sister  Colonies  may  rely  we  sincerely  join, 
having  no  wish  for  ourselves  of  an  exclusive  nature  in  those  matters,  ever 
looking  on  the  whole  as  Embarked  in  the  same  common  Bottom,  and  so 
Itepresented  it  in  an  Address  to  Lord  Dartmouth  at  our  first  meeting  after 
his  appointment  for  American  affairs.  The  proposed  method  of  union  in  all 
the  Colonies  hath  ever  appeared  to  us  (since  the  first  recommendation 
thereof)  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  for  which  purpose  this  House  adopted  the 
Resolves  of  the  Respectable  House  of  Burgesses  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  & 
in  May  last  appointed  [a  Committee  of  Correspondence]  as  you  will  observe 
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by  the  Enclosed  extract  from  the  Journals.     You  may  therefore  Depend  oa 
the  ready  concurrence  of  this  House  with  the  measures  tho' t  necessary  to  be 
pursued  by  the  other  Colonies  in  the  glorious  cause  of  Liberty. 
In  the  Name  A  by  order  of  the  House,  I  have 

the  honor  to  be  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

your  most  obed'  Humble  Serv*. 

ft 

J.  Wentworth,  Speaker. 

To  the  Hon'''  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colouy  of 

Connecticut 
Entered  according  to  the  Originals  pr  Wm.  Parker,  cler.  of  the  Assm. 


Letter  from   the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 

Maryland. 

Maryland,  Dec'  21,  1773. 

Sir  —  Having  received  a  Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  Endorsing  the  Resolutions  of  that  House  of 
the  12"*  of  March  last,  copies  whereof  I  presume  have  been  transmitted  also 
to  you,  I  took  the  Earliest  opportunity  of  Laying  them  before  the  House  of 
Delegates  of  this  Province,  who  sensible  of  the  great  utility  of  a  Perfect 
union  amongst  the  Colonies,  most  Readily  adopted  the  measures  proposed 
and  came  to  the  Resolutions  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  endorse  <fc 
which  I  have  in  command  to  transmit  to  you.  I  request  you  will  lay  them 
before  your  House  of  Representatives  at  their  next  meeting ;  &  I  am  with 
great  regard, 

^.  your  most  obed'  Servant 

Mat.  Ptlghman. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire. 


Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

[p.  181.]  By  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  Octob^  IS'*'  1773. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  the  House  took  in  consideration  the  sev- 
eral Letters  &  other  Papers  communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Hon''' 
Speaker  and  addressed  to  liim  by  the  Hon"'  the  Speakers  of  the  several  Colo- 
nies of  Virginia,  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  & 
Resolved  unanimously  that  this  House  most  cordially  accept  the  Invitation 
to  a  mutual  correspondence  &  Intercourse  with  our  Sister  Colonies. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  Correspondence  & 
Inquiry  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  Eleven  persons,  to  wit :  the  Hon'*'  Mat- 
thew Pilghman  (1)  Esquire,  Speaker,  John  Hall,  Thomas  Johnson,  WilUam 
Paca,  Samuel  Chase,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthias  Hammond,  Jonas  Beall, 
James  Lloyd,  Chamberlain  Brice,  Thomas  Beale  Worthington,  &  Joseph 
Sim,  Esquires,  any  six  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee  whose  business  it  shall  be 
to  obtain  the  most  early  and  authentic  Intelligence  of  all  such  Acts  and 
Resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament  or  Proceedings  of  Administration  as 

(2)  This  name  in  our  Records  is  plainly  written  Pilghman ;  iu  the  printed  Records  of 
Khode  Island,  it  is  TOghmaii.— Ed. 
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may  relate  to  or  affect  the  British  Colonies  in  America,  «fe  to  keep  up  and 
maintain  a  Correspondence  &  Communication  with  our  Sister  Colonies  re- 
specting these  important  considerations,  and  the  Result  of  such  their  Pro- 
ceedings from  time  to  time  to  lay  before  this  House. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  Transmit  to  the 
Speakers  of  the  British  Colonies  on  the  Continent  Copies  of  the  above  Reso- 
lutions. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Lower  House 
of  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 

pr  Jno  Duckett,  Clr.  L.  Ho'. 

Entered  according  to  the  original  pr 

William  Parker,  Clr.  Assembly. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing,  by  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Speaker  of 
the  House,  tfec,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  January  27, 1T74. 

Sib  —  Your  favour  of  the  21^'  of  December  last  came  to  band  at  a  time 
when  the  House  of  Representatives  here  were  sitting  &  consulting  on  the 
public  affairs  of  the  Province.  1  have  laid  your  letter  &  Resolves  before  the 
House,  who  imanimously  concurred  in  the  approbation  of  your  Patriotic  Sen- 
timents &  attention  to  the  Gen^  welfare  of  the  Colonies  &  the  best  measures 
for  the  Defence  &  security  of  the  whole  against  the  designs  of  those  who  are 
for  reducing  them  to  a  state  of  Slavery,  &  we  think  with  you  a  general  Union 
[p.  182.]  will  be  the  best  measure  that  can  be  agreed  on  at  Present;  for  which 
purpose  this  House  adopted  the  Resolves  of  the  very  respectable  House  of 
Burgesses  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  May  last,  &  appointed  a  Committee 
of  Correspondence  as  you  will  observe  by  the  Enclosed  extract.  You  may 
therefore  Depend  on  the  Ready  concurrence  of  this  House  with  the  measures 
Iho't  necessary  to  be  pursued  by  the  other  Colonies  in  the  great  cause  of 
Liberty. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  House,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 
Great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Serv*, 

J.  Wentwobth,  Speaker. 

Tlie  Hon*''  the  Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Delegates 
of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

Entered  according  to  the  original, 

pr.  Wm.  Packer,  Clr» 
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A  NEW  ASSEMBLY  CONVENED. 

Province  of  ) 
New  Hamp'  > 

[p.  187.]     A  JournaZ  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  for  the 
Province   of  New  Hampshire  convened  the  seventh  Day   of 
April  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  Annoque 
Domini  1774,  at  the  Province  House  in  Portsmouth  in  s" 
Province. 


Thursday,  April  7">  1774. 

Present  in  the  House  about  thirty  of  the  members  Return'd  to 
serve  in  General  Assembly. 

The  Dep^  Sec^  came  into  the  House  &  by  his  Excellency* 
Direction  adjourned  the  General  Assembly  till  tomorrow  Eleven 
o'clock. 


Fryday  Apr^  8"»  1774. 
The  members  Return'd  were  present  in  the  House,  viz.  for 


Summers  worth, 
Portsmouth 

Dover 

Hampton 

Hampton  Falls, 
Kxeter 

New  Castle 
Rye 

Kingstown, 
Newington, 
Stratham 
Londonderry 
Greenland 
Durham 
Newmarket 
[p.  188.1  South  Ampton 
Chester 


Col"  John  Wentworth  Esq. 
'  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe 

Sam'  Cutts,  Esq. 

Capt.  Woodbury  Langdon 
I  Capt  John  Waldron 

Capt.  Caleb  Hodgdon. 

Christopher  Toppan,  Esq. 
Mr.  Josiah  Moulton,  3*^ 

Hon'''  Meschech  Weare. 

John  Giddiugs  Esq'' 

Col°  Nath'  Folsome  Esq. 

Mr.  Henry  Prescott. 

Mr.  Samuel  Jenness 

Colo  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq"". 

Richard  Downing,  Esq^ 

Capt.  Stephen,  Boardraan. 

[Col.  Stephen  Holland]  (1) 

Col"  Clement  March  Esq*' 

Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq^ 

Israel  Gilman,  Esq"" 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Merrill. 

John  Webster  Esq"" 


(1)  The  said  member  did  not  appear  and  take  Ins  sesit  lill  ilie  nth  of  >[ay,  1774. 
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Pla«tow,  Hampstead, 

Atkinson 

Salem  &  Pelham 

Holies 

Merrimack 

Nottingham  W. 

& 
Litchfield 

Kensington 

Rochester, 

Barrington, 

Amherst 

& 
Bedford 

Winchester 

Keen 

Charlestown 


Capt.  Jon*  Carlton 

Msyor  Joseph  Wright 
Maj'  Sam"  Hobart,  Esq' 
[Capt.  John  Chamberlain.]  (1) 

}  James  Underwood,  Esq. 

Capt  Ezek'  Worthen 
Deacon  James  Knowles 
Mr.  Joshua  Foss 


Colo  John  Goffe,  Esq' 

Col"  Sam'  Ashley,  Esqf 
Mr.  Benj«  Hall 
Mr.  Sami  Hunt. 


[Of  his  Majesty's  Council,  there  were  present] 

His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

George  Jafirey 
Daniel  Rogers 
Peter  Gillman 
Tho8  W  Waldron 


Theodore  Atkinson 
Daniel  Warner 
Jonathan  Warner 
Dan'  Rindge 


Esq* 


Esq" 


Tlie  Hon**'  Theodore  Atkinson,  Daniel  Rogers  Peter  Oilman 
and  The'  Westbroolt  Waldron.  Esq"  came  from  the  Board  and 
acquainted  the  members  that  they  were  directed  by  his  Exc^  the 
Governor  to  administer  the  Oaths  to  the  members  Return'd,  which 
being  done  and  the  Oaths  and  Declaration  subscribed  by  the 
members,  they  Return'd. 

The  Hon'''  George  Jatfrey,  Jonathan  Warner  and  Daniel  Rindge 
Esq*  came  from  the  Board  and  Inform'd  the  members  that  his  Ex- 
cellency Required  them  immediately  to  Proceed  to  the  choice  of 
a  Speaker  and  present  him  for  approbation. 

The  House  immediately  Proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker, 
and  the  Hon'^'  John  Wentworth  Es(i''  was  unanimously  chosen. 

Mr.  Sheafe,  Mr.  Toppan,  Mr.  Giddinge  &  Mr.  Weare  were  sent 
to  the  Board  to  inform  his  Excellency  that  the  House  had  made 
choice  of  the  Hon"'  John  Wentworth,  Esq'  for  their  Speaker. 

[p.  189.]  Tlie  Hon'"  Theodore  Atkinson,  Jonathan  Warner  & 
Daniel  Rindge  Esq"  came  from  the  Board  and  inform'd  the  House 
that  his  Excellency  approved  of  their  choice  of  a  Speaker  and 
Required  the  immediate  attendance  of  the  Speaker  and  the  House 
in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  Speaker  and  the  House  attended  immediately  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  when  his  Exc^'  was  Pleased  to  make  a  Speech  to 
both  Houses  and  tlien  the  Speaker  and  the  House  Return'd. 


il)Tlie  said  member  did  not  appear  and  take  his  seat  till  tlie  11th  of  May.  1774. 
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The    Governor's    /Speech. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  <fe  of  the  Assembly  — 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  that  at  my  first  meeting  of  this  General 
Assembly  I  may  congratulate  them  on  the  prosperous  and  growing  state  of 
the  Province,  which  is  of  late  years  increased  in  Culture,  Commerce  &  Pop- 
ulation, while  the  same  time  the  Provincial  Taxes  are  greatly  Diminished  to 
Individuals.  In  this  State  of  the  Public  affairs  I  having  nothing  directly  in 
Command  from  his  Majesty  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  I  shall  at 
present  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  Business  which  at  this  time  is 
usually  done. 

Mr.  Speaker  tfe  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  have  directed  the  Treasurer  to  Prepare  the  Provincial  accounts  which 
will  be  ready  for  your  Inspection  whereby  you  will  be  more  able  to  determine 
on  what  may  be  proper  to  grant  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
the  present  year. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  — 

The  experience  of  Prosperity  resulting  to  the  Province  from  former  Har- 
mony &  Diligence  is  the  strongest  recommendation  for  the  continuance  of 
those  Principles.  The  public  good  is  our  General  Duty,  and  will  be  most  for 
his  Majesty's  service.  Both  houses  of  Assembly  may  be  sure  of  my  cheerhil 
concurrence  therein. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Coimcil  Chamber,  New  Hamp' 

April  8"»  1774. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  make  choice  of  a  Clerk,  and 
Meshech  Weare,  Esq.  was  chosen  and  swoni  to  the  Faithful  Dis- 
charge of  that  office. 

The  Clerk  was  sent  to  the  Board  to  Desire  his  Exc^  to  favour 
the  House  with  a  copy  of  his  Speech. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Weare,  Mr.  Toppan  and  Mr. 
Langdon  be  a  Com'*"  to  prepare  an  answer  to  his  Exc^*  Speech. 
Adjourned. 


[p.  190.]  Satur.lay  April  9"^  1774. 

The  Com'"®  for  Preparing  an  Answer  to  his  Excy*  Speeclv  laid 
the  following  Draft  before  the  House,  viz. 

Mni/  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

The  House  of  Representatives  in  answer  to  your  Excy^  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Assembly  at  their  first  meeting  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  pres- 
ent growing  state  of  the  Province  gives  them  the  greatest  Satisfaction ;  ami 
its  being  so  free  from  Debt,  for  which  Reason  the  Provincial  Tax  will  be  Ught 
to  Individuals,  affords  them  an  additional  Pleasure. 

When  the  Treasurer".-  Ace"'  are  laid  before  this  House  they  will  immedi- 
ately proceed  to  the  examination  of  them  and  make  the  Proper  Grants,  and 
your  Exc>'  may  be  assured  that  whatever  may  be  laid  before  this  House  from 
time  to  time  or  may  be  their  part  to  act  will  be  attended  to  and  will  meet 
with  all  proper  Dispatch.  In  order  to  accomplish  which  they  are  Deeply 
Sensible  that  a  Good  Harmony  ought  to  subsist  between  the  different 
Branches  of  the  Legislature  —which  princi^jai  they  trust  will  be  carefully 
cultivated. 
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Which  being  Read,  Voted,  That  it  be  presented  to  his  Exc^  in 
answer  to  his  Speech. 

Mr.  Weare,  Mr.  Toppan  and  Mr.  Langdon  were  appointed  to 
wait  on  his  Ex'^^  with  said  answer. 

The  Treasurer  Bro't  his  Ace'*  into  the  House  and  delivered  them 
to  the  Speaker. 

The  Dep^'  Sec^  Bro't  Down  the  following  written  Message  from, 
his  Exc^,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

I  am  always  disposed  to  render  your  attendance  in  General  Assembly  as 
convenient  to  your  private  aflairs  as  the  Publick  service  will  admit :  And  not 
foreseeing  any  Detriment  that  can  arise  from  complying  with  your  verbal 
Message  of  this  day,  Requesting  a  Recess  at  this  time,  I  do  Prorogue  the 
General  Assembly  to  Tuesday  the  W^  Day  of  May  next  then  to  meet  at 
Portsmouth  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m. 

J'Wentworth. 
Province  of  New  Hamp'' 

Council  Chamber  Apr'  9"^  1774. 

Attest  M.  Weare,  Clr.  of  House  of  Rep», 


South  boundary  line  of  New  Hampshire. 
[Copied  from  Belk.  Pap.  p.  319.] 

The  point  at  Hinsdale  where  the  Southerly  Line  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  strikes  Connecticut  River,  lies  in  42°  43'  59'  North  Latitude, 
and  the  Pine  Tree  from  whence  this  line  begins  lies  in  42°  41 '  2  •,  (both  Lati- 
tudes are  deduced  from  accurate  Astronomical  observations  taken  by  Mr. 
Wright,)  but  had  this  Hne  been  run  on  a  due  West  course  deducting  the 
variation  of  the  Needle,  the  point  where  it  meets  Connecticut  River  should 
lie  in  the  same  Parallel  of  Latitude  with  the  Pine  Tree;  now  it  appears  the 
difference  of  Latitude  is  2  miles  and  57  seconds  of  the  Equator,  and  the 
extent  of  the  line  from  the  Pine  Tree  to  the  Connecticut  River  is  found  to  be 
55  statute  miles  from  an  actual  survey ;  These  lines  form  the  Base  and  Pei^ 
pendicular  of  a  Triancle  containing  59872  acres,  which  quantity  of  Land  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  would  have  gained,  had  this  line  been  run  on  a. 
due  West  course,  from  the  Pine  Tree,  exclusive  of  variation. 

Geo.  Sproule.. 
Portsmouth,  8"'  April,  1774. 


[p.  102.]  Tuesday  May  10"'  1774. 

The  House  met  according  to  Prorogation. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe,  Capt.  Woodbury  Langdon  and 
Josiah  Bartlett  Esq""  be  a  Com'^*  of  this  House  to  joyn  with  such 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Hon^'  Council  to  examin  &  Audit  the 
Treasurer's  Ace'"  and  make  Report  to  the  Gen'  Ass"'  as  soon  as 
may  be.  Sent  up  by  Mr.  Cutts.  [Concurred,  Theo.  Atkinson, 
Jon"  Warner  and  Peter  Gilman,  Esqs.  were  added.] 

Voted  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  be  a  Com'*''  to  wait  on  Doc' 
Langdon  an<l  Doc""  Haven  to  Desire  that  they  would  alternately 
attend  and  Pray  with  the  Gen'  Assm. 
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[p.  193.]  Thursday  May  12*^  1774. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  it  will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Province  That  the  Treasurers  Notes  now  outstanding  on  the 
Credit  of  this  Province  should  be  immediately  redeemed  by  the 
Money  now  in  the  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon""*  George  Jaftrey  Esq'  and  Capt.  Wood- 
bury Langdon  be  a  Cora'^*  to  Redeem  said  Notes  as  soon  as  may 
be  and  on  the  best  terras  they  can.  Sent  up  by  Col"  Toppan, 
[Concurred.] 

[p.  194.]  The  House  took  under  consideration  the  petition  of 
the  Selectmen  of  Candia  and  Raymond  Respecting  the  choice  ot 
a  Representative  in  the  Town  of  Chester,  and  the  Parties  being 
heard  thereon  by  their  Council  and  the  arguments  fully  consid- 
ered and  it  appearing  that  the  freeholders  of  Candia  &  Raymond 
Qualified  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  Representatives  have  a  right  of 
voting  with  the  Town  of  Chester  and  were  not  properly  Notified, 
It  appears  to  this  House  that  the  Election  of  John  Webster  Esq*" 
to  Represent  said  Town  of  Chester  is  illegal,  and 

Voted  That  said  Election  be  set  aside  and  that  a  Precept  issue 
from  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  the  Selectmen  of  Chester  to 
call  a  meeting  to  choose  a  Representative  for  said  Town  of  Ches- 
ter giving  Proper  Notice.(a) 

[  (a)  On  Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Harrington,  the  Election  of  Joshua 
Fobs,  jun. ,  As  represented  was  set  aside  &  a  new  election  ordered.  Also  a 
petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Plaistow,  Hampstead  &  Atkinson,  respecting  the 
election  of  a  Representative,  a  hearing  was  granted.  AJso  on  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Londonderry  &  Windham  respecting  the  choice  of  a  Represen- 
tative for  Londonderry,  was  considered,  and  ordered  that  notice  be  given  to 
Samuel  LivermoreySamuel  Barr  and  Stephen  Holland  Esq"" — of  a  hearing.] 


Fryday  May  13,  1774. 

[v.  195.]     The  petition  of  John  Parker  Esq'  Respecting  selling- 
or  Exchanging  the  Prison  Lott  being  considered, 

Voted,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  gi-anted  and  that 
the  Petitioner  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Resolve  appointing  the 
Hon"  Daniel  Rindge  Esq'  Col°  March  and  Col°  Bartlett  a  Com*** 
and  authorizing  them  to  make  sale  of  the  Lott  of  land  upon  which 
the  Prison  in  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  in  the  County  of  Rock- 
ingham now  stands  to  the  best  advantage  they  can ;  The  money  * 
Produced  by  the  sale  to  be  by  them  Laid  out  for  the  Purchasing 
other  land  more  convenient  for  Building  a  Prison  upon  for  said 
County:  or  to  Exchange  said  Lott  for  other  land  for  that  use 
only.  Said  Com'**  Rendring  an  account  of  these  Proceedings  to 
the  General  Assembly. 
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[The  following  is  the  Resolve.] 

[p.  201.1     Province  of  >      In  the  House  of  Representatives 

New  Hampshire  f  May  8"^  1774. 

Whereas  John  Parker  of  Portsmouth  in  the  County  of  Rock- 
ingham, Esq'  Sheriff  of  said  County,  presented  a  Petition  setting 
forth  that  he  was  appointed  a  Committee  by  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  h  olden  at  Portsmouth  within  &  for  said 
County  of  Rockingham  on  the  Eighth  Day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1774,  to  apply  to  the  Legislative  Body  ot  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  to  authorize  some  person  or  Persons  to  make  sale  of, 
or  exchange  for  other  Lauds,  the  Lot  of  Land  upon  which  the 
Prison  of  the  County  aforesaid  stands  in  Portsmouth,  in  order 
that  some  more  convenient  Place  in  Portsmouth  may  be  pro^ 
cured  upon  which  a  new  Goal  for  the  said  County  may  be  buUt ; 
which  said  Petition  being  read  &  fully  considered,  therefore 

Voted  &  Resolved,  that  Daniel  Rindge  &  Daniel  Rogers  Esq* 
of  his  Majesty's  Council  &  Clement  March  &  Josiah  Baitlett 
Esqrs.  of  the  House  ot  Representatives,  or  any  three  of  them  be 
appointed  a  Committee,  &  they  are  hereby  authorized  &  impow- 
ered  to  make  sale  of  the  Lot  of  Land  upon  which  the  Prison  in 
the  Town  of  Portsmouth  aforesaid  stands  with  the  dwelling 
House  on  the  same,  reserving  those  parts  ot  the  present  Goal  that 
will  do  to  use  in  erecting  the  new  Prison  as  the  Committee  for 
building  the  new  Goal  shall  think  proper,  &  they  are  hereby  folly 
impower'd  to  give  the  Purchasers  a  good  &  valid  Deed  of  the 
same,  and  are  also  hereby  directed  to  lay  out  the  money  arising 
from  the  said  Sale  towards  purchasing  other  Land  more  con- 
venient for  building  a  Prison  upon,  or  to  receive  other  Land  in 
exchange  for  the  same  &  to  take  a  Deed  thereof  to  themselves 
for  that  use ;  &  then  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  further 
directed  to  render  an  account  of  their  Proceedings  in  this  matter 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  aforesaid  as  soon  as 
they  have  compleated  the  Business  which  by  this  Resolve  they 
are  appointed  and  authorized  to  do.  Sent  up  by  Col.  Bartlett. 
[Concurred.] 


J.  Wentworth,  Speaker. 


P.M. 


[p.  196.]    The  Cora'**^  for  Examining  the  Treasurer's  Ace'*  Bro't 
the  same  into  the  House  with  the  following  Report  thereon,  viz. 

?ew'Hamp.   |  Portsmouth  May  r  13«>  1774. 

We,  beinir  appointed  a  Com'**  by  the  Gen'  Ass'"  to  examine  the  accompt  of 
the  Hon^''  George  Jatfrey  Esq'  Treasurer  Have  attended  that  service  and 
carefully  examin'd  the  foregoing  ace'  and  tiud  the  same  Right  cast  and  well 
vouched,  and  accordingly  beg  leave  to  Report  the  same :  Ballance  due  to  the 
Province  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  Eight  Pounds  Eleven  shillings 
nnd  three  Pence  half-peny  Lawfull  money,  and  outstanding  Taxes  three  hun- 
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dred  Pounds  fifteen  shillings  &  five  pence  three  farthings  Lawfull  money. 
The  whole  amounting  to  five  Thousand  Eight  hundred  and  siity  nine  Pound* 
six  shillings  &  nine  Pence  one  farthing  Lawfull  money,  and  that  the  Treas- 
urer charge  him  therewith  in  his  next  accompt 

£5568 :  11 :  3  1-2 
:iOO:  15:  5  3-1 


5869:    6:  9  1-4  Law' m^ 


Theodore  Atkinson 
Jonathan  Warner 
Peter  Gilman 
Jacob  Sheafe 
Woodbury  Langdon 
Josiah  Bartlett 


Voted  That  Samuel  Cutts  Esq'  Capt.  Langdon  Col°  Toppaa 
CoP  Foulsam  &  Mr.  Samuel  Jenness  be  a  Com"*  to  see  whether 
Galleries  can  be  made  &  where  Placed  to  accommodate  Spec- 
tators or  Auditors  Disposed  to  attend  on  the  Transactions  of  the 
Gen'  Ass""  and  s"*  Com'**  to  Report  to  this  House. 


[p.  202.]  Fryday  May  20"'  1774. 

The  Petition  of  Dea°  Stephen  Boardman,  Praying  that  man- 
agers of  New  Markett  Lottery  so  called  may  be  call'd  upon  ta 
settle  the  accounts  of  their  Proceedings  in  said  Trust  &c.  Being 
Read, 

Voted  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  That  the  said 
Managers  be  Notified  forthwith  to  Lay  the  accompts  of  their 
Proceedings  in  their  said  Trust  before  the  General  Assembly  in 
order  to  be  adjusted  and  settled.  Sent  up  by  Dea°  Knowles. 
[Concurred,  with  an  amendment  that  the  other  managers  be  noti- 
fied and  a  hearing  had  &c.  which  was  accepted.] 


[p.  210.]  .  Thursday  May  26'''  1774. 

Voted  that  there  be  allowed  and  Paid  unto  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral of  this  Province  for  Payment  of  Officers,  Soldiers  Billeting 
firewood  &  candles  for  support  of  his  Majesty's  Fort  William  & 
Mary  for  one  year,  viz.  from  the  25"*  of  March  1774  to  the  25"' 
of  March  1775  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  Law'  money  to- 
be  paid  in  four  Quarterly  Payments  out  ot  the  money  that  is  or 
shall  be  in  the  Treasury  with  advice  ot  Councill.  Sent  up  by 
Mr.  Jenness. 


[p.  212.]  May  27'^  1774. 

The  Sec^  Bro't  firom  the  Board  the  vote  tor  an  allowance  for 
fort  William  &  Mary  with  a  verbal  message  from  his  Exc^  That 
he  Tho't  the  allowance  Insufficient  and  Desired  some  alteration 
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might  be  made  by  allowing  a  larger  sum  or  appointing  a  Number 
of  soldiers  sufficient  with  proper  allowance. 

[p.  213.]  The  House  took  under  consideration  the  message 
from  the  GoV  by  the  Sec^  and  came  to  the  following  vote,  viz. 

Voted  that  his  Excellency  the  Capt.  General  be  Desired  to  give 
orders  for  Inlisting  three  men  to  be  posted  at  his  Majesty's  fort 
William  &  Mary  for  one  year  commencing  the  25"^  day  of  March 
1774,  under  such  officer  as  he  shall  appoint.  The  pay  of  the 
officer  to  be  three  Pounds  pr  month,  and  each  private  twenty-five 
shillings  pr  month  and  live  shillings  pr  week  for  Billeting,  and 
that  there  be  allowed  thirty  cords  of  wood  for  the  use  of  the  fort 
for  the  said  year  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury 
when  the  muster  Roll  shall  be  allow'd  by  the  Gen^  Ass™.  Sent 
up  by  Col°  Foulsome  &  Capt.  Waldron. 

P.  M. 

Mr.  Sec^  and  Mr.  Warner  came  from  the  Board  with  the  vote 
for  soldiers  for  the  tort  and  observ'd  That  it  was  Insufficient  which 
he  took  notice  of  in  sundry  Particulars  and  left  the  vote  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House — Also  a  written  Message  from  his 
Exc^  viz. 

[p.  214.]     Mr.  Speaker  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  vote  of  Assembly  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Castle  William  and 
Mary,  Dated  this  day,  appears  to  me  to  be  so  inadequate  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
inform  the  Assembly,  that  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to  intrust  so  important  a 
fortress  to  the  care  and  Defence  of  three  men  and  one  officer:  Also  that  the 
wages  Billeting  and  fuel  mentioned  in  said  vote  will  by  no  means  ingage  able 
men  in  the  service  proposed,  more  especially  as  the  money  for  the  whole  is 
to  be  Paid  when  the  Muster  Roll  shall  be  allow'd,  which  necessarily  implies 
an  advance  —  the  issue  whereof  is  not  provided.  I  therefore  earnestly  Recom- 
mend to  the  Hon'''®  Ass™  to  make  such  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
Castle  aforesaid  as  may  Enable  me  to  carry  into  Execution  the  intention  of 
the  grant. 

J'Wentwobth. 
Council  Chamber 
New  Hampshire, 

27"!  May,  1774. 


Saturday  May  28"^  1774. 

Voted  that  the  Hon*"  John  Wentworth,  Esq  Speaker  of  this 
House,  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq'  John  Giddinge  Esq""  Clement  March 
Esq""  Josiah  Baitlett  Esq"'  Mr.  Henry  Prescott  &  John  Pickering 
Esq'  be  a  Com'""  of  this  House  to  correspond  as  occasion  may 
[p.  215.]  require  with  the  Com'""  that  are  or  may  be  appointed  by 
the  several  Houses  of  Representatives  in  our  sister  Colonies  and 
to  exhibit  to  this  House  an  account  of  such  their  Proceedings 
when  Required. 

The  House  taking  into  Consider"  the  many  &  great  Difficulties 
that  have  arisen  &  still  subsist  between  our  Parent  country  and 
the  Colonies  on  this  Continent  &  in  particular  the  present  dis- 
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tressing  Circumstances  of  the  town  of  Boston,  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution,  viz. 

Resolved  &  voted  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  answer  such  letters  from  time  to  time  as  he  may  receive  from 
any  of  the  Houses  of  our  sister  Colonies  Relative  to  the  afores** 
difficulties  &  to  assure  them  that  this  House  is  ready  to  join  in 
all  salutary  measures  that  may  be  adopted  by  them  at  this  Impor- 
tant crisis,  for  saving  the  Rights  &  Piiviledges  of  the  Americans 
*fe  promoting  Harmony  with  the  Parent  state. 

NOTE   BY  THE    EDITOK. 

[At  this  period  several  regiments  of  British  troops  were  stationed  in  Boston, 
and  the  English  Parliament  had  passed  what  was  called  the  Boston  Port 
Bill,  by  which  the  Port  of  Boston  was  legally  precluded  from  the  privilege  of 
landing  and  discharging,  or  of  lading  and  shipping,  wares  and  merchandise, 
&c.  In  short  the  means  of  trade  and  even  of  subsistance  were  in  great  meas- 
ure cut  off,  and  the  inhabitants  were  consequently  reduced  to  great  straits. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  Committee  of  the  Town  of 
Portsmouth  to  the  Committee  of  Boston,  shows  the  sympathy  felt  for  them, 
at  this  time.] 

Portsmouth,  May  19,  1774. 

•'  We  think  the  late  act  of  Parliament  to  shut  up  the  port  of  Boston  of  the 
most  extraordinary  nature,  and  fatal  tendency.  We  heartily  sympathize 
with  you  under  your  present  difficult  and  alarming  situation;  and  we  will 
exert  ourselves  to  carry  any  plan  into  effect  which  may  be  concerted  by  the 
Colonies  for  the  general  relief.  We  sincerely  wish  you  resolution  and  pros- 
perity in  the  common  cause;  and  shall  ever  view  your  interest  as  our  own." 
Am.  An.  4th  ser.  Vol.  1,  p.  337. 

Voted  That  his  Excellency  the  Captain  General  be  desired  to 
give  orders  for  inlisting  Five  men  to  be  posted  at  his  Majesty's 
'Port  William  &  Mary  from  the  25*  of  March  1774  untill  the  25"^ 
ot  March  1775  under  such  officer  as  he  shall  be  pleas'd  to  appoint 
♦fe  that  the  Pay  of  the  officer  shall  be  Three  Pounds  lawful  money 
pr  month  ;  &  each  private  Twenty-five  shillings  like  money  pr 
month;  &  live  shillings  Lawfiil  money  pr  week  for  billetin^to  be 
paid  Quarterly  by  warrant  from  his  Excellency  on  the  Treasurer, 
the  Muster  Roll  to  be  adjusted  &  allow'd  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly —  And  that  there  be  Thirty  cords  of  Fire  wood  allow'd  & 
paid  for  out  of  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  aforesaid  officer  & 
soldiers  during  said  time. (a) 

(a)  Votes,  Petitions,  ace**,  bills  &c.  passed  on  by  the  House  and  concurred 
by  the  Council  from  April  7"»  to  May  30*  1774. 

Jour  C.  &  Assm.  Petition  of  Abiel  Foster  for  a  Com"*  to  examine  Pro- 
prietors papers,  &c.  —  hearing  granted  &  Com'^^  appointed. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  southerly  part  of  Deerlield  to  be  incorporated  a 
distinct  Parish  —  hearing  granted. 

Petition  of  Martha  Burleigh  that  her  husband  Andrew  Burleigh  (insane) 
might  have  a  guardian  —  liberty  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  appointment  of 
Jacob  Burleigh,  a  brother,  as  guardian. 

Petition  of  Caleb  Page  of  Dunbarton  for  exchange  of  School  lot  —  hearing 
granted. 


368  PROVINCE   OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1774. 

Petition  of  Selectmen  of  Plaistow,  for  aid  in  supporting  Hugh  Potter,  a 
pauper  —  dismissed. 

Petition  of  John  Banfield  to  have  a  judgment  on  Referees  case  set  aside  — 
dismissed. 

Joseph  Pierce  Esq.  appointed  Recorder  of  deeds  and  conveyances  tor  Rock- 
ingham County  for  one  year,  on  usual  conditions. 

Samuel  Hobart  Esq.  Recorder  of  deeds,  Ac.  for  Hillsborough  Coimty  for 
one  year,  on  usual  conditions. 

Josiah  Willard  Esq.  Recorder  of  deeds  &c.  for  Cheshire  County  for  one 
year,  on  usual  conditions. 

Allowed  Eben''  Thompson's  Ace'  for  holding  meetings  for  choice  of  officers, 
£6:11:6 

Allowed  John  Parker's  ace'  as  Sheriff,  £7:  2. 

Vote  for  Governor's  Salary,  for  one  year  from  13">  of  June,  1774,  £700. 

Vote  for  Governor's  house  rent,  one  year,  £33. 

Allowed  Dr.  Haven,  &  Dr.  Langdon,  as  chaplains,  each,  £2 :  10. 

Allowed  Theo.  Atkinson,  SecJ',  one  year,  £40. 

Allowed  Sam'  Livermore,  Att.  Gen^,  one  year.  £30. 

Com'^  appointed  to  examine  Capt.  Cochran's  ace'  about  Light  house. 

Salary  of  Chief  Justice,  £80,  and  of  associate  justices  £75,  to  be  paid  half 
yearly. 

Thos.  W'  Waldron,  Esq.,  appointed  Recorder  of  deeds  for  Stafford  County. 

John  Hurd,  Esq.  appointed  Recorder  of  deeds  &c.  for  Grafton  County,  on 
usual  conditions. 

Ace'  of  Com'««  for  selling  Excise,  allowed  £7 :  14. 

Ace'  of  Com'*^  for  printing  Laws,  Allowed  £1 :  14:  0. 

George  King,  Dep.  Sec-y  allowed  £10,  for  attending  Sup'  Court  on  their 

circuit. 

Eleazer  Russell,  for  postage  of  Gov™  letters,  allowed  £22 :  7 :  6. 

Daniel  Humphrey  Esq.  for  engrossing  Acts,  allowed  £2:0:6, 

John  Parker,  Sheriff,  allowed  additional  sum,  for  services,  £5. 

Petition  of  John  Sullivan,  Esq.  about  certain  papers  casually  lost  —  hearing 
granted. 

Dea.  Stephen  Boardman,  Com'««  to  prepare  an  act  for  the  fetter  obser- 
vance of  the  Sabbath. 

Jn"  Pickering  for  drawing  acts,  allowed  £1:1:0. 

James  Reed,  Esq.  for  holding  meetings  in  Monadnock,  Noe.  7  &  8,  allowed 
£1 :  16. 

Act  passed  for  £1000  to  be  raised  for  supply  of  the  Treasury. 

[p.  216.]  The  Dep^  Sec^  came  into  the  House  and  by  his 
Extf"  Direction  adjourned  the  Gen'  Ass""  to  Monday  next,  thre& 
o'clock  p.  M. 

Attest,  M.  Weare,  Glr. 


Monday  May  30"»  1774. 

The  Hon"'  Jon*  Warner  Esq.  came  into  the  House  &  by  his 
Exc'"  Command  adjourned  the  Gren'  Assembly  to  Fry  day  the  3"^ 
day  of  June  next,  3  o'clock  p.  m. 


Friday  June  3"  1774. 

The  Dep'  Setf'  came  into  the  House  &  by  his  Excellency's  Com- 
mand, adjourned  the  Gen'  Assembly  to  Monday  the  6"*  Inst.  3 
o'clock,  p.  M. 
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Monday  June  6'"  1774. 

The  Dep'  Sec^  came  into  the  House  by  his  Excellency's  Com- 
mand, adjourned  the  General  Assembly  to  Wensday  the  S**"  Inst. 
3  o'clock,  p.  M. 


Wens'day,  8,  1774. 

Jour.  C.  &  Assem.  The  Depv  Secy  by  his  Excellency's  order  sent  Down 
to  the  House  &  read  to  the  Assembly  then  Present  the  following  Mess*,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

As  I  look  upon  the  measures  entered  upon  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  be 
inconsistent  with  his  Majesty's  service  &  the  good  of  this  Government,  it  is 
my  Duty  as  far  as  in  me  lies  to  prevent  any  Detriment  that  might  arise  from 
such  Proceedings,  I  Do  therefore  hereby  Dissolve  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Province  and  it  is  Dissolved  accordingly. 

J'Wentwoeth. 
Province  of  New  Hampf 
Council  Chamber  8'*>  June  1774. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from    Gooernor  Wentxoorth  to  the   Earl  of 
Dartmouth   in   relation   to  the  foregoing  affair  dated  New 
Hampshire.,  Sth  of  June.,  1774. 

[Copied  from  App.  Belk.  Hist,  of  N.  H.  Vol.  HI.,  p.  313,  Dover,  1812.] 

IN  my  letter  No.  59,  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordship,  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  province  stood  prorogued  to  the  10th  day  of  May 
at  which  time  tiiey  met  and  proceeded  upon  business.  I  took  great  pains  to 
prevail  on  them  not  to  enter  into  any  extra  Provincial  measures,  yet  one  of 
the  members  for  Portsmouth  read  in  his  place  the  inclosed  letter  No.  1,  to 
the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Portsmouth,  but  the  House  then  declmed 
considemg  it.  On  Friday.  27th  of  May,  it  was  moved  to  appoint  committees 
of  correspondence,  aud  after  a  warm  debate,  carried  by  a  majority  of  two 
only:  The  next  morning  it  was  reconsidered,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of 
one  only,  and  passed  as  by  the  inclosures  No.  2  and  3.  Immediately  after 
tills,  tlie  supply  bill  wiis  passed  aud  sent  up  to  the  Council,  being  withheld, 
as  I  imagine,  for  time  to  etfect  the  other  measure.  I  directly  ac^ourned  the 
Assembly,  and  kept  them  under  short  adjournments  till  this  day,  in  hopes  to 
obtain  a  suspension  of  these  votes ;  but  finding  there  were  two  letters  in  town 
for  the  speaker,  which  some  of  those  who  were  most  active,  said,  were  to 
appoint  a  Congress  of  the  Colonies,  1  considered  it  to  be  improper  to  admit 
their  proceedings,  and  therefore  immediately  put  an  end  to  the  committees 
(who  have  not  as  yet  wrote  or  acted)  and  to  the  Assembly,  by  a  dissolution 
in  a  message  (No.  4.  herewith"  transmitted)  cautiously  expressed,  in  such  gen- 
eral terms,  as  to  prevent  any  misrepresentations.  The  mode  of  dissolution 
after  such  short  adjournments,  which  are  attended  by  a  few  members,  pre- 
cluded any  meeting  of  those  persons  to  contrive  undesirable  measures,  or 
pursue  those  in  their  private  capacity,  that  were  attempted  as  an  Assembly, 
which  has  extremely  disconcerted,  and  I  hope  will  counteract,  the  efforts  of 
those  who  strive  to  lead  this  Province  into  combinations  with  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay.  Before  the  dissolution,  all  the  usual  and  necessary  business  of  the 
Province  was  completed,  that  no  detriment  can  arise  trom  my  delaying  ta 
call  an  Assembly  in  expectation  that  a  few  weeks  will  convince  those  who- 
may  be  members,  of  the  imprudence  an  error  of  measures  that  tend  to- 
weaken  or  subvert  the  subordination  of  the  Colonies." 

24 


370 


PROVENCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


11T75. 


NOTB  BY  THE   EdITOB. 

Before  another  assembly  was  called  by  Governor  Wentworth,  May  i^^  1T75, 
events  of  great  interest  to  the  Province  transpired,  which  might  here  be  in- 
serted in  the  order  of  their  occurrence.  But  in  order  to  preserve  the  imity 
of  the  Journal  of  the  House  as  entered,  the  editor  deems  it  expedient  to 
complete,  in  continuation,  the  record  of  the  official  proceedings  and  Acts  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  till  the  Governor  issued  his  last  Proclamation,  and 
left  the  Province. 

The  intervening  events,  the  details  of  which  will  succeed  the  Journal  of  the 
House,  were,  strictly  speaking.  Revolutionary,  and  as  will  be  seen,  had  also 
in  themselves  a  remarkable  unity,  at  least  of  interest  and  purpose,  and  cul- 
minated in  a  Declaration  of  Independence, 


A  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire  begun  c&  held  at  Portsmouth  in  said  Province 
<m  Thursday  the  4"^  day  of  May,  1775. 


Towns  Represented. 

Names  of  Members. 

Days. 

[p.218.]  Somersworth 

Hon"  JdP  Wentworth  Esq'. 

8 

Portsmouth 

Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe 

12 

Capt.  Woodbury  Langdon 

10 

Capt.  John  Langdon 

— 

Dover 

Otis  Baker,  Esq-" 

8 

Capt,  Caleb  Hodgdon 

9 

Hampton 

Capt.  Josiah  Moulton 

9  pd. 

Mr.  Josiah  Moulton,  jun. 

10  pd. 

Hampton-falls 

Meshech  Weare  Esq"" 

8  pd. 

Exeter 

John  Giddinge 

8 

' 

Colo  xath'  Folsom  Es(f 

8  pd. 

New  Castle  & 

Mr.  Henr\-  Prescot 

11 

Rye 

Mr.  Sam'  Jenness 

11 

Kingstown 

Col"  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq"" 

8 

Nevsdngton 

Maj'  Richard  Downing,  Esq^ 

11  pd. 

Stratham 

Deacon  Stephen  Boardraan 

11  pd, 

Londonderry 

Col"  Stephen  Holland  Esqf  (confiscated)  4 

Greenland 

Col"  Clement  March  Esqf 

10  pd, 

Durham 

Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq^ 

9  pd. 

Xew  ^larket 

Col"  Joseph  Smith  Esq^ 

10 

South  Hampton 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Merrill 

6  pd, 

Chester 

John  Webster  Esq" 

10  pd, 

Plaistow  & 
Hampstead 

1  Mr.  Jolin  Calef 

10  pd, 

Salem  &  Peiham 

Mr,  Jacob  Butler  Jun' 

3 

Holiis 

Colo  John  Hale  Esq'' 

2  pd. 

Merrimack 

Capt.  John  Chamberlin 

5  pd. 

Nottingham  West 
&  Litchfield 


Wyseman  Claggett  Esq'  (1) 


3  pd. 


<l)Wv8eman  Claggett,  Esq.,  was  born  in  Bristol,  England,  August,  1721.  Having 
recelTed  a  liberal  etfucation  in  that  country,  he  was  admitted  a  barrister  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench.  He  spent  a  few  years  in  Antigua.  West  Indies,  then  came  to  this  country 
and  established  himself  aa  a  lawyer  in  Portsmouth,  and  was  appointed  King's  Attorney 
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Kensington  Maj.  Nathaniel  Healey  Esq"^ 

Rochester  Dea.  James  Kuowles 

Be'dSbrd'  *  {  ^^-  P^^  ^"'^^y  Sargeant 
Harrington  Mr.  Joshua  Foss 

Winchester  Col"  Sam'  Ashley  Esq' 

Keen  Capt.  Isaac  Wyman 

Charlestown  Mr.  Elijah  Grout 

Plymouth  Col"  John  Fenton  Esqf  (2) 

Orford  Israel  Morey  Esqf  (2) 

Lyme  Green  Esq'  (2) 


8 

11 

pd. 

11 

8 

pd. 

[p.  220.]  Thursday,  May  4'''  a.  m. 

A  number  of  the  Elected  Members  met  &  were  adjourned  by 
the  Deputy  Secretary  to  Fryday  the  5"^  In'  at  Eleven  of  the  clock 
in  the  forenoon. 


Friday  May  5'"  a.  m. 

The  Hon'''*  Theodore  Atkinson  Jonathan  Warner  Peter  Oilman 
&  John  Sherburne  Esq"  came  into  the  Assembly's  Chamber  & 
administered  the  usual  Oaths  to  the  members  present  &  then 
returned. 

The  Hon'''*  Theodore  Atkinson,  Jonathan  Warner  Peter  Oilman 
&  John  Sherburne  Esq'^  came  from  the  Council  Board  with  a 
Message  from  his  Excellency  that  it  was  his  Excellency's  pleasure 
that  the  House  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  &  present  him 
to  the  chair  for  approbation. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  And 
unanimously  chose  John  Wentworth  Esq'.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor.] 

His  Excellency  required  the  attendance  of  the  Speaker  and  all 
the  members  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  Speaker  and  House  immediately  waited  on  his  Excellency 
in  the  Council  Chamber  where  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
make  a  Speech  to  both  Houses,  after  which  they  returned  to  their 
Chamber.  • 

General  for  the  Province  in  1767.  Previous  to  the  Revolution  he  removed  to  LitcliHeld, 
"Where  he  possesae*!  a  largo  and  valuable  e^itate  on  the  banks  of  the  Merrimack.  He  repre- 
sented tliat  town,  and  some  of  the  neighboring  towns  classed  with  it,  several  years  in  the 
General  Court.  From  the  first  he  beUmgeil  to  the  party  of  Liberty,  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  aiding  in  framing  and  t-arrying  into  etieot  the  hrst  temporary  form  of 
government  for  the  State,  under  which  he  held  tiie  office  of  Solicitor-General.  He  died  at 
Litchfleld.  December  4,  1784,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  [See  Ad.  Ann.  of  Pnrtn- 
jnouth,p.  -'7'.).]  —  Ed. 

(2)  Afterwards  voted.  That  "  they  should  not  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  House."    [.y«« 
Joitr. -/ii/ie  13,  1775.1  — Ed. 


.  / 
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Governors    Speech. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Gov™  Mess*,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  415.] 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  &  of  the  Assembly  — 

As  I  cannot  doubt  but  you  will  exercise  your  usual  diligence  in  dispatching 
the  ordinary  Business  of  the  Legislature,  it  becomes  unnecessary  for  me  par- 
ticularly to  urge  your  attention  to  that  subject.  You  may  be  assured  that  I 
will  give  all  the  Facility  in  my  Power  to  every  measure  that  may  be  found 
condusive  to  the  Public  Good :  For  as  it  heretofore  hath  been,  so  shall  it  con- 
stiintly  remain  the  invariable  object  of  my  warmest  wishes  &  ambition  to 
promote  the  Happiness  &  Prosperity  of  Itis  Majesty's  Government  and  sub- 
jects of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Speaker  <fe  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

It  is  incumbent  on  me  at  this  Time  to  recommend  to  you  the  necessary 
supply  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Government  for  the  current  year,  and 
I  doubt  not  you  vf\\l  cheerfully  make  proper  Provision  for  that  Purpose. 
The  Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  year  past  I  shall  order  to  be  prepared  for 
your  Inspection. 

We  cannot  but  view  with  inexpressible  concern  the  alarming  Pitch  to 
which  the  unfortunate  Dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  is 
daily  advancing.  A  matter  of  such  a  momentous  nature,  which  fills  every 
human  mind  with  the  deepest  anxiety  &  affliction,  and  wherein  this  Province 
is  unhappUy  involved,  cannot  I  presume  fail  of  engaging  your  most  serious 
attention :  It  is  therefore  my  Duty  at  such  a  critical  &  important  moment  to 
rail,  in  the  most  earnest  &  solemn  manner,  upon  you,  gentlemen,  who  are 
the  only  constitutional  and  legal  Representatives  of  the  People,  to  direct  your 
Counsels  to  such  measures  as  may  tend  to  secure  their  Peace  &  safety.  On 
the  Wisdom,  Candour  &  Moderation  of  your  Deliberations  it  will  greatly 
depend  to  avert  the  Calamities  that  must  naturally  attend  a  continuance  of 
this  unhappy  Coutest,  and  I  trust  your  conduct  will  be  guided  by  such  Prin- 
ciples as  shall  effectually  lead  to  a  Restoration  of  the  Public  Tranquillity,  and 
a  perfect  Reestabhsliment  of  an  affectionate  Reconciliation  with  our  mother 
Country,  upon  a  solid,  etjuitable  &  permanent  Foundation. 

iientlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Assembly  — 

Connected  as  we  are  with  our  Parent  State  by  the  Strongest  Ties  of  Kin- 
dred, Religion,  Duty  &  Interest,  it  is  highly  incumbent  upon  us  in  this  Time 
f)t  Grcneral  Disquietude  to  manifest  our  Loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  best 
<}\  Sovereigns,  and  our  firm  and  unshaken  Regard  for  the  British  Empire; 
And  I  have  full  confidence  that  those  great  considerations  will  influence 
every  part  of  your  conduct.  You  may  entirely  rely  on  ray  most  ardent  zeal 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  whatever  constitutional  measures  may  be  found 
necessary  to  accomplish  that  most  essential  object  to  the  Well  Being  of  this- 
Province, —  a  Restoration  of  our  Harmony  with  (Jreat  Britain. 

.J'Wentworth. 
New  Hampshire 
(Jouncil  Chamber 
May  the  5'^  1775.  • 

Voted  That  Meshech  Weare  Esq"^  be  Clerk  to  this  House. 

[p.  221.]  The  Hon"'  Meshech  Weare  Esq^  the  Clerk  elect  of 
this  House,  being  absent,  Voted  that  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq'  be 
Clerk  Pro  Tempore  to  this  House,  who  was  sworn  to  the  faithful 
})ertbrmance  of  his  trust  by  Wyseman  Claggett  Esq"". 
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Rides  of  the  House. 
Voted  That  the  following  Rules  be  observed  by  this  House : 

First,  That  whosoever  shall,  by  any  misbehaviour  in  Speech  or  Action 
justly  offend  any  of  the  members  of  this  House,  shall  be  admonished,  fined 
or  Imprisoned,  as  the  House  shall  see  meet. 

Second,  That  no  member  speak  twice  to  any  matter  in  debate  before  the 
House,  until  every  member  have  liberty  to  speak  once  to  the  same  matter  if 
he  should  see  cause. 

Tliird,  That  every  member  direct  his  Speech  to  the  Speaker  and  not  to  one 
another;  and  when  any  member  has  a  mind  to  Speak  to  any  matter  in  debate 
he  shall  stand  up  &  ask  leave  of  the  Speaker  &  not  speak  without  his  con- 
sent, and  shall  be  silent  at  his  command,  but  if  the  member  speaking  thinks 
such  command  unseasonable  or  unreasonable,  the  Speaker  shall  take  a  vote 
of  the  House  thereon,  to  which  such  member  shall  submit,  on  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing sucli  Sum  as  the  House  shall  determine. 

Fourth,  That  whenever  it  happens  there  are  as  many  Votes  on  the  one 
side  of  the  Question  as  on  the  other  without  the  Speaker,  that  then  the 
Speaker  make  the  casting  vote. 

Fifth,  That  if  the  Speaker  be  absent  the  House  may  choose  a  Speaker  Pro 
Tempore  that  the  Business  of  the  House  may  be  carried  on  without  delay. 

(p.  222.]  Sixth,  That  if  any  meml>er  after  being  Qualified  and  entered 
shall  absent  himself  at  any  time  without  leave  from  the  House  he  shall  be 
liable  to  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  House. 

Seventh,  That  if  any  member  of  this  House  shall  by  the  Major  part  of  the 
House  be  tho't  unfit  and  not  Qualified  for  said  Place,  it  shall  be  in  the  power 
of  the  House  to  dismiss  such  person,  giving  to  the  Town  or  Precinct  notice 
to  choose  another  Person  to  till  up  such  vacancy. 

Eighth.  That  every  Bill  to  be  passed  in  this  House  be  read  three  times  &, 
that  there  be  Two  adjoumtnents  of  this  House  before  any  Bill  be  passed  into 
an  Act. 

Ninth,  That  the  Speaker  and  eighteen  members  be  a  House  to  do  Business. 

Tenth  — That  no  vote  that  is  passed  in  this  House  shall  be  reconsidered  by. 
a  less  number  than  was  present  when  it  passed. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker  Dr  Giddinge  Mr.  Clagget  Mr.  Lang- 
don  &  Col"  Bartlet  be  a  Committee  to  make  a  Draft  for  an  answer 
to  his  Excellency's  speech  and  lay  the  .same  before  the  House  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

Sundry  Petitioub  complaining  of  several  Persons  from  sundry 
new  Towns  which  had  not  heretofore  sent  members,  being  re- 
turn'd  to  set  as  members  in  this  House  in  an  illesjal  or  unconsti- 
tutional  manner,  being  Bro't  into  the  House  and  read, 

Voted  That  Mr.  Sheafe,  Mr,  Langdon,  Dr.  Giddinge,  Josiah 
Moulton  jun'  and  Capt.  Hodgdon  be  a  Committee  to  take  said 
Petitions  under  consideration  and  make  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  That  Mr.  Speaker  Mr.  Giddinge  &  Mr.  Langdon  be  a 
Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  *fe  desire  a  short  adjourum' 
of  this  House.     Adjourned, 
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Saturday  May  6^  a.  m. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  Letter  directed  to 
him  &  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  New- 
York  requesting  the  same  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  together 
with  a  List  of  Grievances  &  Resolutions  of  that  House  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  and  also  a  Petition  to  the  King,  a  Memorial  to  the 
[p.  223.]  House  of  Lords,  and  a  Representation  and  Remonstrance 
to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  all  which  were  read  and  are  on 
tile.  (1) 

Voted  That  Mr,  Sheafe  be  desired  to  wait  on  the  Rev^  Dr, 
Haven  ifc  the  gentleman  who  does  or  may  officiate  as  minister  in 
the  Palish  where  the  Rev.  Dr.  Langdon  lately  was  settled  (2)  in 
this  Town,  and  desired  them  to  pray  alternately  with  the  As- 
sembly when  sitting. 

[p.  225.]  The  Hon*"'^  Theodore  Atkinson  Esq""  came  from  the 
Board  and  delivered  the  following  written  message  : 

Mr.  Speaker  tfc  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

The  Speaker,  Mr.  Giddinge  &  Mr.  Langdon  three  of  your  members  came  to 
me  last  evening  as  a  Committee  from  the  House  desiremg  a  short  adjourn- 
ment. I  am  always  disposed  to  shew  every  indulgent  regard  in  ray  Power  to 
the  wishes  of  the  House,  but  when  I  consider  what  uneasiness  prevails  at 
present  among  your  Constituents  of  which  I  dare  say  you  are  not  insensible, 
and  that  they  must  look  to  your  Councils  for  relief  from  their  fears  &  Jeal- 
ousies, I  think  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you  to  consider  the  matter,  and 
if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  you  will  better  consult  the  Interests  of  your 
Constituents  by  continuing  to  set,  I  doubt  not  but  your  own  private  concerns 
will  readily  give  way  to  the  publick  welfare. 

J'Wentwobth. 
New  Hampshire  Council  Chamber 

May  &*"  1775. 

Upon  Reading  and  considering  the  foregoing  Message,  Voted 
that  the  following  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  as  an  answer 
thereto. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

In  answer  to  your  Message  of  this  day  in  consequence  of  a  verbal  message 
to  youi-  Excellency  from  the  House  last  evening  by  the  Speaker  Mr.  Giddinge 
&  Mr.  Langdon,  requesting  a  short  adjournment,  We  would  observe  That  we 
think  it  is  not  only  very  necessary  for  our  private  Interest  at  this  particular 
season  of  the  year,  but  Especially  for  the  Interest  of  the  Province  in  General 
at  this  peculiarly  alarming  crisis  that  the  House  should  be  adjourned  to  some 
time  early  in  June  next,  in  order  that  we  may  in  the  mean  time  have  an 
[p.  226.]  opportunity  of  fully  consulting  our  Constituents  respecting  the  sev- 
eral weighty  matters  necessary  to  be  considered  by  the  House  the  present 
Session. 

(1)  The  papers  here  referred  to  have  not  been  found  on  tile  in  New  Hampshire  Arcliivee. 
but  thev  are  all  contained  in  full  in  the  American  Archives,  4th  Ser.,  Vol.  I,  pp.  1298-13J3, 
in  State  Library,  N.  H.,  and  in  N.  H.  Hist.  Soc.  — Ed. 

(2)  On  the  atli  of  October,  1774,  Rev.  Dr.  Langdon  was  dismissed  ftom  hia  parish  in  Port^- 
jDuutb  to  enter  upon  the  Presidency  of  Harvard  College,  to  which  he  had  been  elected.— Ed. 
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The  Deputy  Secretary  came  from  the  Board  &  said  it  was  his 
Excellency's  pleasure  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  to  Monday 
the  I'l^^  day  of  June  next,  &  accordingly  in  his  Majesty's  name 
adjourned  the  General  Assembly  to  that  time  and  delivered  to 
the  Speaker  the  following  written  Message  from  his  Excellency. 

Mr.  Speaker  &  Gentlemen  of  the    Assembly  — 

In  consequence  of  your  Representation  to  me  in  answer  to  my  Message  of 
this  day's  date,  that  it  will  be  expedient  for  you  a»  well  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  your  own  private  atfairs,  as  to  give  an  opportunity  of  consulting  your 
constituents  on  the  matters  necessary  to  be  considered  by  you  in  the  present 
session,  that  the  House  should  be  adjourned  for  a  short  time,  I  have  thought 
tit  to  ac^journ  the  General  Assembly,  and  it  is  accordingly  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day the  12*  day  of  Jxme  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  there  to  meet 
at  the  State  House  in  Portsmouth  for  the  dispatch  of  the  Publick  Business. 

J'Wentworth. 
New  Hampshire  Council  Chamber 
May  the  0">,  1775. 

Meeting  of  his  Majesty's  Council. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev.,  Vol.  1,  p.  185.] 

At  a  Council  held  at  Portsmouth  the  29^''  day  of  May  1775. 

Present 
His  Excellency  the  Governor. 
Jonathan  Warner  I  ff^^,^  George  Jaffrey      ( ^^    ^^ 

Daniel  Rindge       )  ^^^  John  Sherburne  \  ^*  ^ 

Mr.  Jacob  Treadwell  &  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  jun^  present  a  Memorial  from 
themselves  &,  others,  merchants.  Freeholders  &  other  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  setting  forth  that  two  vessels  laden  with  Provisions  contracted  for  by 
some  Merchants  tor  the  supply  of  the  Inhabitants  were  detained  by  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Scarborough  to  be  sent  to  Boston,  <fec.  &.  Praying  that  his  Ex- 
cellency &  their  Hon'*  would  interfere  to  liberate  said  vessels  &  Cargoes. 

The  memorialists  being  examined  declare  themselves  very  apprehensive  of 
the  most  alarming  conseijuences  from  this  Measure  and  that  in  the  present 
scarcity  of  provision  in  this  ct  the  neiahboriug  Towns  the  Immediate  assem- 
bling of  large  Bodies  of  People  is  to  be  apprehended  and  fatal  consequences 
dreaded. 

The  Council  having  fully  considered  and  deliberated  upon  the  Matter  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Poor  of  this  and  the  neighboring  Towns  are  in  the  gi-eat- 
est  want  of  Corn  &  other  Provisions  &  it  appearing  that  the  Cargoes  of  said 
Vessels  had  been  contracted  for  their  relief  and  sustenance  and  also  for  the 
supply  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  Council  are  convinced  there  is  the  greatest 
Reason  on  those  accounts  to  apprehend  the  most  violent  outrages  ami  Tu- 
mults of  the  People  will  immediately  follow  this  detention  of  their  Provisions, 
the  consequences  of  which  will  be  most  probably  very  fatal  to  his  Majesty's 
service  by  bringing  into  the  most  imminent  dancer  the  Lives  and  Properties 
of  his  servants  which  ought  by  all  means  to  be  prevented,  if  possible. 

The  Council  therefore  think  it  their  duty  to  advise,  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  acquaint  Capt.  Barclay  of  these  circumstances,  not  doubting  but 
he  will  perceive  that  no  general  orders  can  be  intended  to  authoi-ize  him  to 
cut  otf  the  Provisions  actually  procured  for  the  necessary  sustenance  of  the 
Poor  and  Inhabitants  of  this  town,  or  empower  him  to  interrupt  the  peace- 
able subjects  of  his  Majesty  in  this  Province  in  pursuing  their  lawful  Com- 
merce. 

Attest,         (Jeo.  King,  D'  SeO'. 
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[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4  ser.  Vol.  IL  p.  740.) 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.  May  30,  1775. 

This  day  about  thirty  or  forty  men  from  on  board  the  Scarborough  man-of 
war,  now  in  the  harbour,  came  on  shore  at  Fort  William  and  Mary,  and  tore, 
down  great  part  of  the  breast  woric  of  said  fort,  and  did  other  damage. 

The  day  before  this  attempt,  the  Scarborough  took  two  provision  vessels, 
loaded  with  corn,  pork,  flour,  rye,  &e.  coming  in  from  Long  Island,  which 
were  for  the  relief  of  this  place,  as  the  inhabitants  are  in  great  want  of  pro- 
visions; and  notwithstanding  the  most  prudent  application  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  this  Town,  the  Captain  refused  to  release  them.  O  shocking 
situation ! 

Upon  this  refusal  it  was  apprehended  the  most  violent  outrages  and  tumults 
of  the  people  would  immediately  follow  this  detention  of  their  provisions,  the 
consequences  of  which  would  be,  most  probably,  very  fatal  to  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  by  bringing  into  the  most  imminent  danger  the  lives  and  properties 
of  his  said  subjects,  which  ought  by  all  means  to  be  prevented,  if  possible. 

Upon  this  unwarrantable  transaction,  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Towns  were  greatly  alarmed,  and,  next  morning,  between  five  and 
six  hundred  men,  in  arms,  went  down  to  the  battery  called  JerrijH  Point, 
and  brought  off  eight  cannon,  twenty-four  and  thirty-two  pounders,  being 
the  whole  that  were  there,  weighing  four  thousand  eight  hundrod  pounds 
each,  and  brought  them  up  to  this  Town.  While  they  were  taking  otf  the 
cannon,  the  Canceaux,  with  a  tender,  set  sail  with  the  two  provision  vessels 
for  Boston.  The  next  day  the  Town  was  full  of  men  from  the  country,  in 
arms. 

This  uncommon  exertion  of  arbitrary  power  immediately  alarmed  the 
inhabitants,  aud  the  Committee  of  Safety  having  met,  a  memorial  was,  by 
their  approbation,  presented  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  took  every 
prudent  method  in  their  power  to  pacify  the  people,  and  to  obtain  a  release 
of  the  captures.  His  Excellency  repaired  on  board  the  Scarborough,  and  in- 
formed the  Captain  that  the  provisions  were  the  property  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  Jiad  before  contracted  for  the  same ;  but  the  only  answer  he 
could  obtain  was,  •'  that  Admiral  Graves  and  the  General  had  forwarded 
orders  to  take  every  provision  vessel  that  should  be  met  with,  on  every 
station,  aud  send  them  forthwith  to  Boston  for  the  supply  of  the  army  and 
Navy."  Captain  Barclay,  the  commander  of  the  Scarborough,  informed  two 
of  the  Committee  at  Fort  William  and  Mary  that  his  orders  were  such  that 
he  must  even  take  all  vessels  with  salt  or  iuohisses,  they  being  a  species  of 
provision,  and  send  them  to  Boston. 


Jlemorinl  above  referred  to. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev.,  Vol.  1,  p  19.3. J 

To  Ids  Exct'lioncy  John  Wentworth,  Es«i.,  Captain  General,  Governor  and 
Comm'  in  Chief  in  &  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and 
the  Hon'''  his  Majesty's  Council:  — 

The  Memorial  of  us  the  Subscribers,  Merchants,  Freeholders  &  other  Inhab- 
itants of  theTowii  of  Portsm"  Hunihlij  sheweth  — 

Tliat  two  vessels  laden  with  corn,  Pork,  Flower  cfe  other  Provisions  con- 
tracted for  by  some  Mercliants  of  this  Town  for  the  Supply  of  the  Inhab- 
itants, of  whicii  they  are  in  great  want,  are  detained  by  the  Scarborough  at 
the  mouth  of  our  Harbour  —  and  we  aje  informed  are  to  be  sent  to  Boston 
the  first  wind  —  your  Memorialists  are  very  apprehensive  of  the  most  alarm- 
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ing  consequences  from  a  measure  of  this  kind  taking  place  at  this  Critical 
Juncture  —  and  beg  your  Elxcellency  &  Honours  would  Interfere  in  such  a 
manner  as  your  wisdom  shall  direct  for  the  liberating  said  vessels  &  Cargoes. 

Portsmouth,  May  29">  1775. 

H.  Wentworth  Wm.  Knight 

Tho8  Hart  Josh.  Wentworth 

Sam'  Cutts  Will'"  Peamy 

A.  R.  Cutter  Wm.  Whipple 

J.  DriscoU?  Jacob  Sheaf,  J  uu. 

Jacob  Treadwell  Alex''  Morison 

Rich.  Hart  Geo.  Wentworth 

Pierce  Long  R.  Champney 

Sam'  Sherburne  Sam'  Penhallow 

George  Hart  Geo.  Gains 

Supply  Clap  John  Penhallow 

Henry  Sherl)urne  Elisha  Hill 

Neal  Mclntyer 


Letter  from  If.  Wentworth  to  Matthew  Thornton. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev.,  Vol.  I,  p.  203-1 

Portsm"  31»»  May,  1775. 
SiH  — 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  this  day  eight  Pieces  of  cannon  were 
removed  from  Jerry's  Point  to  this  Town  &  that  threats  are  thereon  thrown 
out  by  the  Capt.  of  the  Man-of-War  that  in  case  he  hear  of  any  preparation 
of  Rafts  or  any  other  Means  being  used  to  annoy  him  he  shall  come  up  with 
his  ship  to  fire  upon  the  Town.  We  would  submit  it  to  the  Wisdom  of  the 
Congress  whether  these  Guns  should  not  immediately  be  placed  in  some  con- 
venient Battery  to  prevent  this  mischief  &  whether  a  Committee  should  not 
be  forthwith  employed  for  this  purpose.  The  Guns  are  6  Twenty-four  and 
two  thirty-two  Pounders,  and  its  absolutely  necessary  that  we  be  provided 
witli  ammunition  &  carriages  to  save  them,  of  which  we  -are  entirely  des- 
titute. 

I  am,  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

y  most  hu'''«  servant. 


To  Matthew  Thornton,  Es<|. 
President  of  the  Congress  at  Exeter. 


H.  Wentwobth. 


Monday,  June  l-i'"  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment  &  there  being  but  a  thin  House 
adioiivned  till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock. 


Tuesday  June  IS***. 

The  Dep-^  Sec''  came  into  the  House  and  informed  the  House 
that  Col"  Weare  had  taken  the  Oaths  and  was  qualified  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 
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t  tOr 


[p.  227.]     Meshech  Weare  Esq'  having  been  chosen  Clerk  to       "^ 
this  House  and  now  being  present  the  Oath  for  the  faithful  Dis- 
charge of  that  office  was  administered  to  him  by  the  Speaker, 

The  Com'**  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  Respecting  the 
admission  of  members  called  in  from  the  New  Towns  by  Virtue  of 
the  King  s  Writ,  made  Report  as  on  hie,  which  being  Read  and  con- 
sidered, and  atter  Debate  thereon,  the  Question  was  put  whether 
the  members  Returned  for  Plymouth,  Orford  &  Lyme  should  be 
admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  It  Pass'd  clearly  in  the  Neg- 
ative. 

Heport  of  abovesaid  Committee.  , 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers  in  Sec>"«  office  "  Revolution,"  1775.  Vol.  L 

p.  239.] 

Province  of  X.  Hamp'' 

Piu^uant  to  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  5"^»of  May  last  ap- 
pointing us  the  Subscribers  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  certain 
Petitions  presented  to  this  House  by  the  Freeholders  of  sundry  Towns  re- 
specting the  admitting  of  members  to  a  seat  here  that  are  sent  to  this  present 
Assembly  by  virtue  of  the  King's  Writ  only  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  from  Towns  that  have  not  heretofore  had 
that  Privilege  and  to  Report  thereon :  We  have  accordingly  taken  the  matter 
into  our  most  serious  consideration  and  beg  leave  to  Report  that  we  hnd  that 
from  the  time  of  the  lirst  House  of  Assembly  being  called  in  this  Province  to 
the  year  1744  no  new  Towns  were  allowed  to  send  Members  to  the  General 
Assembly  except  by  a  vote  of  the  House;  that  in  the  year  1744  the  Governor 
tlid  send  Writs  to  five  new  Towns  or  Districts^ viz.  Rumford.  Methuen,  & 
Dracut,  South  Hampton,  Chester  and  Haverhill,  and  that  when  the  House 
met  they  did  not  admit  the  said  five  members  to  a  seat  there,  looking  upon 
such  a  Procedure  as  an  encroachment  on  their  Privilege ;  Tliat  in  the  year 
1748  another  attempt  was  made  by  the  Governour  of  the  like  kind  which 
met  with  the  like  fate  in  the  House;  That  sinci'  that  time  we  find  there  have 
been  some  instances  of  other  Houses  sufi'erins:  members  so  sent  to  take  their 
seats  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  impropriety  thereof,  for  what  reasons 
we  cannot  learn.  But  as  it  is  a  settled  Rule  (as  we  apprehend)  that  every 
House  of  Assembly  has  a  Right  to  regulate  itself,  and  their  indispensable 
duty  to  prevent  any  encroachments  being  made  on  their  Privileges,  and  as 
the  Governor  sending  Writs  withoui  the  concurrence  of  the  other  Branches- 
of  the  Legislature  to  Towns  that  had  not  been  before  allowed  to  send  mem- 
bers appears  to  us  a  manifest  breach  thereof  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
Spirij/At  and  design  of  the  English  Constitution  and  apparently  pregnant  with 
alarming  consequences  —  We  therefore  submit  it  to  the  House  whether  they 
can  with  any  degree  of  propriety  in  any  view  of  the  matter  whatsoever  allow 
such  an  encroachment  to  be  made  on  the  Privileges  so  opposite  to  the  Eng- 
lish Constitution  as  the  admiting  the  said  members  now  complained  of  by 
the  said  Petitioners;  viz.  the  members  for  Plymouth,  Lime  &  Orlbrd  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  and  especially  as  there  are  a  great  number  of  other 
Towns  in  this  Province  of  much  greater  importance  that  have  not  that  Priv- 
ilege and  (in  our  opinion)  cannot  in  a  Constitutional  way  untill  an  Act  of 
Government  is  made  for  that  Purpose:  All  which  is  submitted.  June  y^- 
13'h  177.-). 

Jacob  Sheafc 
Wy  Langdon 
Jos.  Moulton,  jun. 
Caleb  Hodgdon. 
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P.  M. 

The  Com'"  appointed  to  Prepare  an  Answer  to  the  Governor's 
Speech  laid  before  the  House  the  following  Draft  of  an  Answer, 
viz. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency  — 

Our  grateful!  acknowledgments  are  Due  to  you  for  your  kind  Assurance 
given  this  House  in  your  Excellency's  Speech  that  you  will  afford  all  the 
facility  in  your  Power  to  every  measure  that  may  be  conducive  to  the  Pub- 
lick  good,  and  that  you  will  make  the  Happiness  and  Prosperity  of  this  Gov- 
ernment the  object  of  your  warmest  wishes  and  constant  Pursuit:  Your 
Elxcellency  may  be  assur'd  that  we  in  our  Department  will  consult  and 
steadily  pursue  such  measures  as  we  may  Judge  will  be  most  likely  to  Pro- 
mote Ip.  228.]  the  Prosperity  of  this  Province.  We  desire  the  Treasurer's 
acc'«  may  be  laid  before  us  as  soon  as  may  be  which  we  will  immediately 
Proceed  to  inspect.  It  is  with  the  most  anxious  concern  we  view  the  un- 
happy controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  Kapidly  advancing 
to  the  most  serious  issue,  —  a  mafter  of  such  momentous  Interesting  nature 
cannot  fail  of  Engageing  our  most  serious  attention,  while  it  fills  us  with  the 
Deepest  Solicitude  and  Distress.  We  most  ardently  wish  it  in  our  power  to 
Etlect  by  any  measures  we  could  take  the  Restoration  of  Publick  tranquillity 
and  the  Reestablishment  of  the  much  desired  Reconciliation  with  our  Mother 
Country  upon  a  just,  solid  &  Permanent  Basis;  that  the  blessings  of  the 
Brittisli  Constitution  might  thereby  be  Diffused  and  Engaged  thro'  every 
part  of  this  wide  and  Extended  Empire.  But  we  are  apprehensive  the  settle- 
ment of  the  present  Distressing  Difficulties  is  an  object  of  such  magnitude 
and  a  matter  of  such  general  concernment  to  all  the  Colonies  as  far  exceeds 
our  circumscribed  power  and  Influence.  As  a  variety  of  methods  have  been 
proposed  and  measures  pursued  in  order  to  efiecl  this  Desirable  end,  all 
of  which  have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual,  we  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  measures  we  can  take  that  may  atibrd  a  prospect  of  success.  W;is  it  in 
our  Power  to  settle  this  most  unnatural,  unfortunate  contest  in  a  way  con- 
sistent with  the  true  Interest  &  Rights  of  the  whole  nation,  our  calamities 
would  be  but  of  short  Duration ;  and  we  trust  had  it  been  Equally  in  tlie 
Power  of  the  Colonies  as  it  ever  was  their  wish,  matters  would  never  have 
Proceeded  to  such  Extremity. 

Intimately  connected  as  we  are  with  the  Parent  State  by  the  .strongest  ties 
of  Kindred  Religion  Laws  and  Interest  it  ever  must  be  our  most  sincere 
Desire  and  Zealous  Endeavour  to  adopt  &  constantly  Pursue  such  measures 
as  may  have  the  most  likely  tendency  to  strengthen  and  perpetuate  such  con- 
nection and  to  promote  the  General  Interest  &  happiness  of  the  whole 
Empire. 

[p.  229.]  With  hearts  deeply  impress'd  with  the  most  affectionate  attach- 
ment to  and  concern  tor  the  Interest  &  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  as  insep- 
arably connected  with  our  own,  we  trust  that  our  conduct  will  invariably 
manifest  the  Rectitude  of  our  Intention  and  our  sincere  aim  to  Restore  and 
Establish  Peace  &  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  and  to 
advance  the  Prosperity  of  both  Countries. 

Voted  That  the  foregoing  be  presented  to  bis  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  answer  to  his  Speech  at  the  opening  the  present  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Sent  to  his  Excellency  by  Capt.  Langdon,  Col"  Baker  &  Col° 
Holland. 

The  Depy  Sec^  Bro't  Down  the  following  Message  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, viz. 
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Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assm  — 

When  a  general  Spirit  of  Jealousy  alarm  and  apprehension  have  either 
banished  the  sober  Reason  or  blinded  the  cool  Judgment  of  men,  when  the 
love  of  order  and  Respect  to  the  Laws,  Reverence  and  attachment  to  the 
ancient  and  Jiappy  Constitution  of  this  Province  seem  wholly  to  have  Deserted 
their  seat,  and  Disorder  and  confusion  introduced  in  their  stead,  and  when 
the  People  as  it  were  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  any  Possible  alternative  but 
Slavery  or  Civil  War,  and  abandon  the  hope  that  there  is  yet  remaining  a 
Possibility  of  Reconciliation  with  the  mother  Country,  I  think  it  incumbent 
on  me  in  this  most  alarming  and  dangerous  situation  to  recommend  to  your 
|p.  230.]  most  serious  consideration  theResolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the  27"^  of  February  last  which  hath  been  approved  by  his  Majesty. 

There  appears  in  this  solemn  Resolution  so  great  an  alfection,  tenderness 
for  your  liberties  and  Readiness  to  be  Reconciled  upon  Principles,  consistent 
with  the  just  Rights  and  Dignity  of  the  Parent  State  and  the  Priviledges  of 
the  Colonies  as  precludes  the  necessity  of  particular  observations  upon  it, 
and  I  cannot  but  trust  that  it  will  meet  with  the  just  and  gratefull  Return 
from  you  that  may  be  naturally  Expected  from  the  wisdom  which  the  hour 
of  serious  reflection  will  call  forth,  and  from  the  feelings  which  calm  consid- 
eration will  produce,  and  be  finally  Productive  of  those  happy  Effects  for 
which  it  lays  so  fair  a  foundation. 

But  as  this  is  a  subject  of  a  most  weighty  nature  to  the  good  People  of  this 
Province,  the  security  of  whose  lives  and  properties  may  Rest  upon  the  mo- 
ment of  your  Decision  as  their  Representatives  I  cannot  give  a  greater  In- 
stance of  my  Duty  to  his  Majesty  and  of  zeal  for  the  true  Interest  of  this 
Province  than  by  affor'iing  you  time  for  candid  consideration  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  the  re^.,  md  on  this  very  serious  occasion,  I  hope  the  dispas- 
sionate sentiments  of  your  constituents,  from  whence  my  most  fervent  prayers 
to  heaven  are  that  a  Disposition  for  Reconciliation  may  spring  up,  whose 
blossoms  being  mutual  affection  and.  a  Desire  for  Peace  &  harmony  we  may 
speedily  Reap  the  blessed  fruit  of  happy  prosperity  to  this  Province  and  per- 
petual glory  to  the  British  Empire. 

I  do  therefore  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  adjourned 
Accordingly  to  Tuesday  the  Eleventh  day  of  July  next  then  to  meet  at  the 
State  house  in  Portsmouth  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this 
ftnd  the  other  public  affairs  of  the  Province. 

In  the  meantime  I  most  earnestly  Recommend  it  to  you  by  all  means  in 
your  power  to  Discourage  and  Discountenance  all  acts  and  measures  tending 
to  increase  our  DitEculties  by  widening  the  Breach  between  us  and  our 
[f.  231.)  motlier  Country  which  unhappily  but  too  much  prevail  throughout 
the  Province,  and  to  use  your  best  Endeavors  to  cultivate  a  Quiet  .and  peace- 
able Disposition  among  your  Constituents. 

J'Wejjtworth. 
New  Hampshire 

Council  Chamber, 

1:5' h  June  1775. 

Tlie  De])^'  Sec^  brot  Down  with  the  foregoing  Message  the  Res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  27'"^  of  February  Uwt, 
which  is  MS-  follows  : 

Lunse  20"'  die  Feb"  (1)  177-5. 

Tiie  House  in  a  Committee  on  the  American  Papers:  —  Motion  made  and 
Question  Proposed  —  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  th.at  when  the 
Govt-rnor  Council  and  Assembly  or  General  Court  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Provinces  or  Colonies  in  America  shall  propose  to  make  provision  according 

(I)  Monday,  20tli  ilay  of  February.  —Ed. 
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to  the  Condition,  Circumstances  and  situation  of  such  Province  or  Colony  for 
contributing  their  Proportion  to  the  Common  Defence  (such  Proportion  to  be 
raised  under  the  Authority  of  the  General  Court  or  General  Assembly  oF 
such  Province  or  Colony  and  Disposeable  by  Parliament)  and  shall  Engage  to 
make  Provision  also  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  (iovernment  and  the  admin- 
istration of  Justice  in  such  Province  or  Colony,  it  will  be  Proper,  if  such 
proposall  shall  be  approved  by  his  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  for  so  long  as  such  Provision  shall  be  made  accordingly  to  forbear  in 
Respect  to  such  Province  or  Colony  to  levy  any  Duty  tax  or  assessment  or  to 
impose  any  further  Duty  tax  or  ;issessment  Except  only  such  iJuties  as  it 
may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  impose  tor  the  Kt'gulation  of  Com- 
merce, the  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  last  mentioned  to  l>e  carried  to  the 
Account  of  such  Province  or  Colony  respectively. 


Letter  from  Gov.  Wentworth  to  General  Gagt. 

[Extract.  ]  '  Fort  William  anil  Mary,  June  15,  1775. 

"  The  ferment  in  this  Province  has  become  very  general,  and  the  govern- 
ment has  been  very  much  agitated  and  disturbed  since  the  affair  of  the  19"> 
of  April  last.  Two  thousand  men  are  already  enhsted,  two-thirds  of  whom 
I  am  informed  are  destined  to  join  tlie  insurgents  in  your  province,  and  the 
remainder  are  to  be  stationed  along  the  coast  in  different  parts  between 
Portsmouth  and  Newbury. 

Tlie  spirit  of  outrage  runs  so  high  that  on  Tuesday  last  my  house  was  beset 
by  great  bodies  of  armed  men  who  proceeded  to  such  length  of  violence  as  to 
bring  a  cannon  directly  before  my  house,  and  point  it  at  my  door,  threatening 
tire  and  destruction,  unless  Mr.  Fenton  (a  member  of  the  Assembly  then 
sitting)  who  happened  to  call  upon  me,  and  against  whom  they  had  taken  up 
such  resentment  as  occasioned  him  some  days  to  retire  on  board  a  man-ot- 
war  in  the  Harbour  out  of  their  way,  should  instantly  deliver  himself  up  to 
them;  and  notwithstanding  every  effort  to  procure  ettectual  resistance  to  dis- 
perse the  multitude,  Mr.  Fenton  was  obliged  to  surrender  himself,  and  they 
have  carried  him  to  Exeter  about  fifteen  miles  from  Portsmouth  where  he  is, 
as  I  am  informed,  kept  in  confinement. 

Seeing  every  idea  of  the  respect  due  to  his  Majesty's  Commission  so  far  lost 
in  the  frantic  rage  and  fury  of  the  people  as  to  find  theia  to  proceed  to  such 
daring  violence  against  the  Person  of  his  Representative,  I  found  myself 
under  the  necessity  of  immediately  withdrawing  to  Fort  William  and  Mary, 
both  to  prevent  as  much  as  may  be  a  Repetition  of  the  Uke  insults  and  to 
provide  for  my  own  security. 

I  think  it  exceedingly  for  the  King's  service  to  remain  as  long  iis  possible 
at  the  Fort,  where  I  now  am  with  my  Family  in  a  small  incommodious  house 
without  any  other  prospect  of  safety,  if  the  prevailing  madness  of  the  people 
should  follow  me  hither,  than  the  hope  of  retreating  on  board  his  Majesty's 
ship  Scarborough,  if  it  should  be  in  my  power.  This  fort,  althoixgh  con- 
tiiining  upwards  of  sixty  pieces  (Jannon,  is  without  men  or  ammunition." 
[.See  Brewster's  Rambles,  Portsmo.,  Vol.  IL,  p.  2.521 

[In  another  letter  dated,  at 

Fort  William  an<l  Mary,  June  29,  1775. 

The  Governor  says:  •'  Admiral  Graves  has  sent  a  transport  under  convoy 
of  the  Falcon  sloop  of  war,  and  entirely  dismantled  this  ungarrisoned  Castle 
of  all  the  ordinance,  stores,  <fec. 

"  Besides  the  inconvenience  of  being  crowded  into  this  miserable  house, 
confinetl  for  room  and  neither  wind  or  water  tight,  I  am  inevitably  obliged  to 
incur  some  extra  expence  for  my  safety  and  existence  even  here.  Being  of 
necessity  compelled  to  make  some  small  repairs  to  render  it  habitable,  and  to 
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employ  six  men  as  watches  to  prevent  my  being  surprised  and  made  prisoner. 
These,  with  my  three  servants  and  Mr.  Benning  Wentworth,  and  Captain 
Cochran  are  divided  into  three  guai-ds  of  four  hours  each ;  by  which  means 
I  have  some  security  of  getting  on  board  the  Scarborough.  The  six  men  are 
at  the  expence  of  Twelve  dollars  per  month  each,  including  their  dieting, 
allowance  of  Kum,  &c. ;  under  which  expence  no  trusty  man  can  possibly  be 
had  for  so  unpopular  a  service  in  this  time  of  general  opposition  to  Govern- 
ment The  repairs  will  not  exceed  fifty  guineas."  See  Brewster's  Ramb. 
Portsmo.  Vol.  II,  p.  253.] 


Letters  from  Gov.  Wentworth  to  Son.  Theo.  Atkinson.. 
[Copied  from  "  Belk.  Pap."  N.  H.  Hist.  Soc.  Lib.  p.  302.] 

Castle  William  and  Mary,  \T^  Ju6e,  1775. 
Dear  Sib  — 

Captain  Barkley  has  this  morning  seiz'd  the  Sloop  King  Fisher,  Jon*  Eaton 
master,  laden  with  thirteeii  hogsheads  &  three  tierces  of  Molasses,  boimd 
from  Newbury  to  Piscataqua  for  breach  of  Acts  of  Trade.  This  sloop  run 
into  Little  Harbor  and  unladed  Eight  cask  into  a  Gondula  without  entering 
or  reporting  at  the  Custom  house.  Capt.  Barkley  sends  information  to  the 
Custom  house  &  directions  to  have  Vessel  &  Cargo  forthwith  libell'd  in  the 
Court  of  Vice  Admiralty,  This  is  not  therefore  any  stopage  upon  his  general 
orders  relative  to  provision  vessels  &c.  but  wou'd  have  taken  place  any  time 
heretofore.  I  therefore  hope  it  will  be  consider' d  &  occasion  no  disturbance 
in  town. 

We  shall  rejoice  exceedingly  to  see  you  in  this  our  pleasant  retirement 
where  we  breathe  a  good  air  &  some  sal'ety  from  unreasonable  attacks. 
Mrs.  W.  &  our  Son  are  pretty  well  &  we  unite  in  best  Respects  to  you. 
I  am  with  great  regard 

My  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful 

J' Wentworth. 


Castle  Wm.  &  Mary,  July  3'*  1775. 
Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  occasion  to  inspect  the  books  of  Charters  in  the  Secretary's  Office  & 
to  make  some  minutes  out  of  them,  I  desire  you'l  deliver  them  to  the  bearer 
for  that  purpose,  and  I  will  be  responsible  for  their  safety  &  return  into  the 
secretary's  office.  Mrs.  Wentworth  joins  with  me  in  due  regard  to  you;  we 
also  present  the  same  in  behalf  of  our  boy  Charles  Mary  who  promises  to 
make  a  good  fisherman  &  perhaps  a  good  Gunner.     I  am, 

Dear  sir,  yours,  «fec.  " 


Hon'''*'  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 


J"  Wentworth. 


Letter  from  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinson  to   Governor  Wentworth. 
[Copied  from  Belk.  Pap.  p.  .308.] 

Portsmo,  X.  Hampr  July  7'",  1775. 
Sir  — 

Your  Excellency  will  give  me  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  4"'  Inst.  I 
had  a  visit  as  Secretary  from  the  Com**  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony,  held  at  Exeter,  when  they  shew  me  their  appointm'  <fe 
requested  the  Delivery  of  all  the  records  and  files  in  the  Sec?'  office.  I  told 
them  it  would  be  ag"*'  my  Hon""  &  my  Oath  of  office  to  be  a  voluntier  in  such 
delivery.    After  an  Hour's  moderate  conversation  &  without  any  *heat  the 
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Com'««  left  rae,  &  I  was  in  hopes  I  should  not  have  had  any  further  visit 
from  them ;  but  on  the  G""  Inst  They  came  again  &  urged  the  Delivery ;  I 
stil  refused  as  before  &  told  them  they  well  knew  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
defend  the  office  by  force  of  arms ;  if  they  took  the  records  or  any  of  them 
they  must  be  answerable.  They  then  entred  the  office  and  took  all  the  Filos 
*fe  records  belonging  to  the  Secy*  office  Except  those  books  in  which  was 
recorded  the  several  Charter  Grants  of  Land  which  were  with  your  Excel- 
lency to  take  some  minutes  from;  The  Com"*  offered  me  their  rec'  agreeable 
to  their  orders  from  the  Congress,  but  I  retiised  being  otherwise  concerned 
than  barely  as  a  spectator  —  they  then  cleared  the  office  of  all  the  Books  & 
Papers  &  Transported  them  to  Exeter,  &  where  they  are  (as  lam  informed) 
Uf  remain  til  further  order.  Thus  I  have  stated  the  facts  as  they  occurred,  & 
I  am 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
Humble  Serv'. 


Oov''  Wentworth. 


A.(l)- 


[p.  233]  Tuesday,  July  11"'  1775. 

Some  of  the  members  being  met,  the  Dep'  Sec'  by  his  Excel- 
lency's Direction  adjourned  the  Gen'  Assm. —  till  to-morrow  10 
o'clock.     [And  so  from  time  to  time,  till] 

Fryday  July  14'M775. 

Col°  Baker  and  Col"  Bartlett  were  desired  to  wait  on  the  Treas- 
urer and  acquaint  him  that  the  House  were  Ready  to  proceed  to 
Examine  his  Acc'^  and  desire  that  he  would  lay  them  before  the 
House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

They  returned  and  informed  the  Speaker  that  they  had  Deliv- 
er'd  the  message  and  the  Treasurer  informed  them  that  he  had 
orders  from  the  Governor  not  to  lay  his  Ace'*  before  the  House 
till  they  had  Determined  on  a  message  the  Governor  had  to  lay 
before  the  House  Relative  to  Dismissing  some  members. 

The  Dep'  Sec'  bro't  Down  a  written  message  from  his  Excel- 
lency, as  follows,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  — 

[p.  234.]  I  find  by  your  votes  of  the  13'''  of  last  month  that  you  have 
taken  upon  you  to  Exclude  three  Return' d  members,  called  by  the  King's 
Writ  from  siting  and  Voting  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  thereby  Depriving 
the  Electors  of  their  Privilege,  and  a  whole  County  of  any  Representation 
in  the  Legislature.  You  must  be  sensible  that  I  cannot  consistant  with  my 
Duty  pass  by  a  measure  so  Essentially  infringing  on  his  Majesty's  Preroga- 
tive and  the  Rights  of  the  People ;  And  I  Do  therefore  Recommend  to  you  to 
Rescind  the  vote  for  Excluding  the  Said  three  members  from  the  House,  that 
they  may  be  intirely  free  to  take  their  seats  without  interruption  according  to 
the  constant  usage  heretofore  Practiced.  ^ 

J' Wentworth 
Fort  William  and  Mary 
New  Hampshire 

14'h  July,  1775. 

(llSeo  further  correspondence  on  thia  subject  in  the  Journal  qf  Prov.  Congress,  July  6, 
1775.— Ed. 
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Voted  that  Capt.  Langdon  Col°  Bartlett,  Doc'  Thompson  and 
Meschech  Weare  Esq'  be  a  Cora'**  to  prepare  an  answer  to  his 
Exc^»  message  of  this  day. 

P.M. 

The  Com""*  appointed  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  his  Exe-'"'  mes- 
sage of  this  da^,  Reported  that  they  had  prepared  one  which  was 
Read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  Message  of  this  day  wherein  you  desire 
that  this  House  would  Rescind  their  vote  of  the  13'"  of  last  month  Respect- 
ing their  Dismission  of  the  three  members  for  the  County  of  Grafton  who 
were  called  by  the  Kings  Writ  only  without  an  Act  of  Government  for  that 
Purpose :  We  are  sorry  to  find  that  your  Excellency  should  intimate  that  our 
Dismissing  said  members  was  Depriving  the  Electors  of  their  Priviledge,  as 
[p.  236.]  we  did  not  apprehend  that  any  one  person  in  the  English  Empii-e 
could  have  had  such  an  Idea,  and  trust  that  the  good  people  of  the  County  of 
Grafton  will  not  think  that  we  have  deprived  them  of  any  part  of  their  Rights 
or  Priviledges  by  our  Dismissing  the  said  members,  as  it  is  very  Notorious 
that  this  and  former  Houses  of  Assembly  have  long  wished  that  this  Province 
might  be  more  Grenerally  Represented  in  a  Constitutional  way,  and  have  long 
endeavored  that  an  Act  of  Government  might  be  passed  Enabling  the  Gov- 
ernor to  issue  Writs  to  such  Towns  to  send  Members  as  might  be  provided 
for  in  said  Act  (as  is  the  case  in  the  other  Governments  on  this  Continent) 
but  have  not 'been  able  to  have  such  an  Act  Established,  for  what  Reasons 
your  Excellency  may  l<uow  better  than  we  do;  As  the  Counoill  are  appointed 
for  this  Province  by  the  Crown  we  think  it  not  only  a  cruel  but  an  arbitrary 
stretch  of  Prerogative  for  your  Excellency  to  issue  writs  to  such  Towns  as 
you  think  proper  to  send  Representatives  without  the  concun-ence  of  the 
other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  therein,  for  by  that  means  the  Representa- 
tives as  well  iis  the  Councill  would  in  effect  be  chosen  by  the  Crown.  We 
cannot  think  that  such  an  attempt  was  ever  made  in  any  other  Government 
within  the  English  Dominions. 

Upon  tlie  whole  this  House  have  Determined  Unanimously  (as  they  took 
upon  it  thejr  undoubted  Right  and  Priviledge  to  Regulate  themselves)  not  to 
Rescind  their  said  vote. 

We  would  also  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  have  been  expecting  that 
you  would  order  the  Treasurer's  accompts  to  be  laid  before  the  House  tvgree- 
dble  to  your  promise  that  we  might  be  thereby  enabled  to  proceed  in  the  ordi- 
nary business  of  the  Government ;  but  are  sorry  to  find  that  your  Excellency 
has  ordered  the  Treasurer  not  to  lay  them  before  the  House,  as  he  informs  us. 
We  hope  you  will  Direct  that  we  may  be  furnished  therewith  as  soon  as  Pos- 
sible as  you  must  be  sensible  that  it  is  not  only  very  Expensive  but  very  Disa- 
greeable to  us  to  be  from  our  respective  Places  of  abode  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

Which  Report  o1'  the   Com'"  being  considered 

[p.  236.]     Voted  That  it  be   presented    to  his  Excellency  in 

answer  to  his  message  to  the  House  of  this  Day.     Sent  up  by 

Capt.  Langdon  &  Capt.  Giddinge. 


Monday  July  7"^  1775. 

The  Dep^  Sec'  by  his  Exc'*  Direction  adjourned  the  Gen'  A 
till  to  morrow  10  o'clock. 


SS" 
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Tuesday  July  18"^  1775. 

Some  of  the  members  being  met  the  Dep-"  Sec^  Bro't  Down  the 
tbilowing  Message  from  his  Excellency,  viz. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Asaembly  — 

lu  Reply  to  your  answer  to  my  Message  of  yesterday  coucerning  your  vote 
for  Kxcluding  tlie  three  members  Returned  for  three  Towns  in  the  County  of 
Grafton  by  vertue  of  the  King's  Writ,  I  would  observe,  That  in  the  Early 
State  of  New  Hampshire  when  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Exercised  Jurisdiction 
over  the  Inhabitants,  a  Commission  was  issued  by  King  Charles  the  Second 
appoinlini;  a  President  and  Council!  to  govern  the  Province  according  to  the 
methods  and  Regulations  specified  in  the  said  Commission:  This  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  Constitution  by  which  the  Province  hath  since  been  gov- 
erned, and  the  People  by  their  acceptance  and  acquiescence  in  the  frame  of 
Government  then  given  them  bound  themselves  to  maintain  the  same. 

Among  other  things  the  President  and  Councill  were  authorized  to  issue 
Writs  for  calling  a  General  Assembly :  It  hath  ever  since  been  the  Invariable 
practice  as  circumstances  made  it  Reasonable  to  Extend  Representation  in 
tlie  Province,  to  call  the  members  by  tlie  King's  Writ.  It  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution  tirst  Established  by  the  aforesaid  Commission,  and  ever  since 
preserved  unaltered,  and  you  all  come  by  your  seats  in  the  House  in  the 
same  constitutional  way,  and  the  Laws  of  the  Province  rest  upon  this  foun- 
dation [p.  237.]  It  is  true  that  some  contention  was  heretofore  made  by  a 
former  House  on  this  point,  but  after  a  long  and  fruitless  controversy  the 
House  thought  it  adviseable  at  length  to  proceed  to  business  with  the  New 
members  in  the  Established  coiu-se. 

Since  my  Administration  three  New  members  have  been  called  from  three 
Towns  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  and  they  took  their  seats  without  inter- 
ruption. Upon  Petitions  to  the  Governor  in  Councill  from  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Grafton  it  seem'd  Equally  Reasonable  to  Extend  to  them 
the  same  Priviledge.  Expressly  given  by  President  Cutts  Commission,  and 
secured  by  constant  usage  since,  which  was  done  in  tlie  usual  form  with  the 
advice  of  Councill.  It  does  not  now  appear  either  by  a  general  view  of  this 
practice  or  any  particular  instance  that  it  hath  not  been  Exercised  for  the 
advantage  of  the  People,  and  as  there  is  no  reason  at  present  to  apprehend 
Danger  from  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  the  argument  you  make  use  of  to 
support  or  Justify  your  liefusal  of  the  new  members  has  in  itself  in  reality 
but  very  little  weight;  more  especially  iis  provision  is  Estabhshed  by  Law  for 
Regulating  the  Election  of  Assembly  men  and  their  Qualifications. 

In  short  a  Constitution  has  been  given  to  this  Province  which  the  People 
have  accepted,  and  lived  liappily  and  prospered  under,  and  I  apprehend  their 
Interest  will  be  mucii  better  consulted  by  adhering  to  that  Constitution,  than 
by  any  Innovations  or  attempts  to  alter  or  subvert  it.  Especially  in  a  Point  of 
Inherent  Riglit  and  Prerogative  of  his  Majesty  which  cannot  be  suffer' d  to 
be  violated  or  infringed. 

The  Treasurer's  acconipts  are  prepared,  and  I  should  have  order'd  them  to 
be  laid  beibre  the  House,  but  my  Duty  calls  upon  me  to  take  care  that  no 
members  Constitutionally  Roturn'd  to  tlie  Assembly  should  be  Excluded  from 
their  Priviledge  of  acting  freely  in  all  matters  of  business  that  may  come 
before  the  General  Assembly:  No  inconvenience  can  as  yet  be  occasioned  by 
these  acconipts,  as  a  sutiicient  number  of  members  to  make  a  House  did  not 
attend  till  yesterday,  and  then  (as  I  understand)  but  a  very  thin  House,  I  am 
sorry  to  observe  that  it  appears  to  me  from  the  Determination  not  to  Rescind 
■the  vote  tor  Excluding  the  three  members  for  Plymouth.  Lyme  &  Orford, 
that  the  House  did  not  meet  with  a  Disposition  to  proceed  upon  the  affairs  of 
the  Province.  In  hopes  however  that  this  business  may  Receive  a  more 
favourable  consideration  in  a  fuller  House  of  Assembly  on  a  future  Day,  I 
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think  it  my  Duty  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  adjourned 
accordingly  to  Tuesday  the  28'-^  of  Sep'  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
then  to  meet  at  the  State  House  in  Portsmouth. 

Fort  William  .fe  Mary 
New  Hamp"-  15'^  July,  1775. 

J'Westwohth. 


NOTE. 

The  foregoing  was  the  last  Message  of  Governor  Wentworth.  The  Gen- 
eral Assembly  under  the  Provincial  Government  never  met  alter  this  period. 
It  appears  however  that  a  Correspondence  was  kept  up  between  his  Excel- 
lency and  Secretary  Atkinson,  and  that  in  September  following  a  Proclama- 
tion was  issued,  proroguing  the  General  Assembly  from  the  28'''  of  Sep- 
tember, 1775,  tUl  the  24'h  of  April,  1776.— Ed. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter  from  Secretary  Atkinson  to  Gov.  Wentwofth. 

Portsm",  July  17,  1775. 
Sir  — 

On  Saturday  last  at  half  after  one  o'clock  the  House  adjourned  till  Three  in 
the  afternoon.  The  Council  did  the  same  —  near  live  the  House  again  ad- 
journ'd  till  3  this  afternoon,  when  I  understand  by  some  of  the  members 
they  propose  to  make  a  Quorum  to  receive  youi-  Excellency's  further  Direc- 
tions, which  was  bro't  me  by  Mr.  Mc'Donough  after  the  adjournm'  &  the 
members  dispersed  &  of  course  your  Excellency's  message  not  delivered,  I 
Propose  late  this  afternoon  to  deliver  it  if  the  Speaker  should  be  in  Town  or 
they  should  make  a  House.  If  that  proced'"  should  not  meet  your  Excel- 
lency's approbation  you'd  Please  to  Let  me  have  your  further  Directions. 
I  am,  may  it  Please  your  Excellency, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

Humble  Serv'' 


Govern''  Wentworth. 


Theodore  Atkinson. 


r  Siu- 


Letter  from  Gov.  Wenticorth  to  Sec'ry  Atkinson. 
[Copied  from  Belk.  Pap.  pp.  310-11.] 

Fort  William  and  Mary  July  'il^'.  1775. 


Captain  Barkley  (at  noon)  gave  me  the  inclos'il  paper,  which  I  hope  may 
effect  a  continuance  of  the  boat-tishery.  You  are  sensible  that  I  have  not 
any  powers  to  alter  or  direct  in  this  matter,  the  execution  of  the  Restraining 
Act  ijeing  committeil  to  the  Xavy  Custom  House. 

I  am  with  due  Regard  &  Respect 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

J' Wentworth. 
The  Honorable  i 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Es<i.  ( 

Captain  Barkley  will  suffer  the  open  boats  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  & 
the  Country  to  go  a  Fishing  for  fresh  Fish,  only  first  having  a  permit  from 
him  for  that  purpose,  provided  the  town  of  Portsmouth  will  let  his  Majesty's 
ship  under  his  Command  be  supplied  with  Fresh  Beef  as  usual,  at  the  com- 
mon market  price  &  our  boats  to  pass  ifc  repass  witliout  molestation. 

Scarborough  July  2P'  1775. 
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Letter  relating  to  the   Supply  of  the   Scarborough  with   Pro- 
visions. 

[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4"»  Ser.,  Vol.  III.  p.  59. 

Watertown,  August  7,  1775. 

Since  I  came  out  of  Boston,  where  I  left  all  my  eflects  to  the  mercy  of  a 
lawless  banditti,  to  amuse  myself  have  made  several  excursions  into  dilierent 
parts  of  the  country,  and  with  pleasure  have  observed  the  tirm,  steady  and 
resolute  spirit  which  animates  every  individual.  My  last  tour  was  to  Ports- 
mouth, where,  to  my  astonishment,  and  I  dare  say  to  the  astonishment  of  all 
America,  I  was  informed  that  the  Committee  for  that  Town  had  voted  to 
supply  the  Scarborough  man-of-war,  lying  in  their  river,  with  from  four  to  six 
hundred  weight  of  fresh  beef  weekly.  This  account,  I  must  confess,  appeared 
to  be  scarce  credible;  but  on  making  farther  inquiry  found  it  too  true;  and  the 
reason  assigned  for  this  conduct  was  owing  to  the  threats  of  a  paltry  sloop- 
of-war  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  fresh  fish  unless  they  afforded  them  such 
a  quantity  of  beef.  Too  great  a  soul  I  hoped  animated  the  breast  of  every 
American  to  submit  to  so  insolent  a  demand;  and  instead  of  treating  it  with 
the  contempt  such  insolence  deserved,  to  the  surprise  of  many  of  the  worthy 
inhabitants  the  Committee  passed  a  vote  to  supply  with  provisions  those 
butchers  of  our  countrymen,  who  iu-e  daily  pilfering  and  destroying  our  prop- 
erty, and  exercising  every  act  of  cruelty  to  distress  and  destroy  us,  by  this 
unexampled  instance  submitting  to  their  imperious  demands,  and,  like  sup- 
pliants, entreating  their  favour^  Such  conduct,  at  so  important  a  crisis, 
cannot  but  wring  tears  from  every  well-wisher  to  America.  This  fact  is  of  so 
important  a  nature  that  it  ought  in  justice  to  be  made  publick;  and  I  hope  it 
will  so  affect  the  minds  of  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  that  Town  as  to  exclude 
from  all  further  service  the  timid  members  of  a  Committee  who  act  in  direct 
opposition  to  both  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses. 

A.  Traveller. 


Letter  from  Sec'y  Atkinson  to  Gov.  Wentworth. 
[Copied  from  Belk.  Pap.,  p.  312.] 

Portsm*^,  N.  H.,  August  ll'f»,  1775. 
Sr  — 

Immediately  after  I  received  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  yesterday's  date 
(which  was  about  10  o'clock  this  morn)  relative  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  firing  on  ('apt.  Barkley's  Boat  (1)  I  sumoned  the  Council  to  meet  at 
12,  but  did  not  make  a  Quorum  till  this  afternoon,  wlien  the  Council  was 
Truely  Informed  that  a  Town  Meetins  was  Immediately  Notifyed  &  a  very 
full  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  appeared,  Ot  regularly  A:  Deliberately  Pass'd  a 
vote  with  a  large  &  uncommon  majority  in  whicli  they  disapproved  the 
Transaction  &c. 

Your  Excellency  herewith  hath  the  vote  of  the  meeting  attested,  and  alsoe 
the  minute  of  Council. 

Your  Excellency  will  Please  to  bare  in  mind  the  Phrase  of  Currat  Lex  has 

(l)The  letter  of  Gov.  Wentworth  referred  to  lias  not  been  fouml.  Ad.-uiis  in  Annalu  of 
Portsmouth,  p.  2.54.  says:  "Captain  liarkley  coutinueil  the  practice  of  seizing  all  vesj^els 
entering  the  harbour,  and  sending  them  to  Boston.  He  likewise  stopped  all  boats  trom 
going  out  of  the  river  to  tish.  under  pretence  that  his  orders  to  execute  the  act  restraining 
trade  re«iuired  it.  In  retaliation  his  boats  were  not  permitted  to  come  up  to  town  for  pro- 
visions, ajid  one  of  rhera  was  tired  upon  by  the  guard,  placed  near  the  shore:  the  boat 
returned  the  hre.  and  several  shots  were  exchanged,  without  damage  on  either  side.  The 
town  pa.s8ed  a  vote  disapproving  the  action,  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  Captain  Barclay.— Ed. 
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been  some  time  past  interrupted;  the  King's  Attorney  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  ye  present  situation  was  too  uncertain  &  unsteady  to  enter  any  actions 
in  the  common  course  of  the  Law,  &  which  advise  was  then  approved  —  And 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  cause  should  not  produce  tlie  same  effect  now 
as  then. 


[Indorsed]  "  Copy  ab*^  the  Inhab'* 
tiring  at  the  Scarborough  boat, 
August  11,  1775." 


Further  Proceedings   and    Correspondence   in   relation   to   the 

Scarborough. 

[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4"'  Ser.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  91.  | 

Committee-Hall,  Portsmouth,  August  13,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  finding  it  inconsistent  with  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  Town  that  any  further  communication  should  be  kept  up  be- 
tween the  Ship  Scarborough  and  the  Town,  Therefore, 

Voted,  That  henceforward  no  Boats  pass  or  repass  from  said  ship  or  the 
Town  of  New  Castle,  without  a  permit  from  this  Committee,  or  the  select- 
men or  Committee  of  New  Castle. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

H,  Wentworth,  Chairman. 

We  are  credibly  informed  that  in  consequence  of  the  above  vote  Captain 
Barclay,  of  the  Scarborough,  has  stopped  all  our  shipping  outward  and  in- 
ward bound. 


Letter  from  Gov.  Wenticorth  to  Sec.  Atkinson. 

[Copied  from  Belk.  Pap.  pp.  313,  314. [ 

Fort  William  <fe  Mary, 
17"^  August  1775. 
Sir  — 

I  desire  tliat  you  will  summon  the  Council  to  meet  here  this  atlernoon  at 
4  o'clock,  if  possible,  if  not  at  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning  without  fail, 
having  occasion  to  lay  some  matters  concerning  his  Majesty's  service  before 
them  for  their  consideration  and  advice.  Please  to  send  me  an  answer  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant 

J' Wentworth. 
The  Honorable 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing. 

Portsm",  August  17,  1775  half  after  4  o'clock,  p.  m. 

S"^  —  I  this  Inst.  reC*  your  Excellency's  Comand,  of  this  Day,  but  too  late 
to  Sumon  the  Council  to  attend  y""  Exc^'  at  Fort  Wm.  and  Mary  but  shall 
endeavor  to  do  it  so  as  to  attend  on  y"'  Excel-"'  on  the  morrow  ^e  you  order. 
I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
Humble  Serv'. 

A. 
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Governor  Wentworth  to  Sec.  Atkinson. 

Fort  William  &  Mary,  August  23,  1775. 
Sir  — 

I  find  it  necessary  to  go  to  sea  for  a  few  days,  and  must  desire  that  in  the 
mean  time  you  will  use  your  best  endeavors  to  preserve  peace  and  quietness 
as  much  as  possible.    I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

J'Wextwobth. 

Hon^i*  Tlieodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 


Secretary  Atkinson  to  Governor  Wentioorth. 

Portsmouth,  August  29,  1775. 

Sir  —  I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  23"^,  and  shall  use  every 
method  to  preserve  the  peace  of  town  and  land.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long 
ere  your  return. 

I  have  been  importuned  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the  Commander  of  his  Maj- 
esty's guard  ship  at  Nantasket,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Hale  appearing  for  the  freighter 
of  the  ship  Elizabeth.    A  copy  you  have  enclosed. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obliged  and  most  obedient  hnmble  servant, 

Theodore  Atkinson. 


Portsmouth,  August  29,  1775. 

Sir  —  Some  time  since  the  Ship  Elizabeth  arrived  in  the  harbour  from 
Grenada,  and  was  stopped  by  Capt.  Barclay,  Commander  of  his  Majesty's 
Ship  the  Scarborough,  for  having,  as  he  said,  ordnance  stores  on  board,  and 
was  from  hence  by  him  carried  to  Boston.  The  freight  to  a  considerable 
amount,  she  had  on  board,  belonged  to  diiferent  merchants  in  this  Town. 
The  want  of  having  certain  necessary  papers  completed,  prevented  the  own- 
ers of  the  freight,  or  their  agent,  from  taking  passage  in  one  of  those  ships  to 
Boston.  Tliey  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  take  this  only  method 
of  sending  Mr.  Hale  the  bearer  of  this,  to  Boston,  to  personate  the  owner's 
interest.  I  therefore  think  it  reasonable  that  he  be  permitted  to  pass  to 
Boston,  and  desire  the  boat  and  hands  be  sutfered  to  return. 

With  much  respect  I  am  your  obedient  humble  servant. 


Theodore  Atkinson,  President. 


To  the  Commander  of  his  Majesty's  Ship 
the  Boyn,  in  Nantasket  Road,  Boston. 


Seizure  of  the  Schooner  Ann,  owned  by  Capt.  Titus  Salter, 

[MS.  "Prov.  and  Rev>'  Pap."  in  Secry^  office,  p.  165.] 

Protest. 

By  this  public  Instrument  of  Protest  be  it  known  &  made  manifest  unto 
all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern.  That  on  this  Seventh  Day  of  August  1775, 
before  me  John  Wendell  of  Portsmouth  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
Esq.  Notary  &  Tabellion  publick  by  Lawfull  authority  admitted,  sworn  <fe 
registered  by  the  Clerk  of  his  Majesty  for  Faculties  in  Chancery  London,  per- 
sonally appeared  Robert  Sanders,  jun.  Skipper,  and  Jacob  Tibbets,  Isaac  Rem- 
mick  &  Ab"  Mathews,  mariners  &  Fishermen  late  belonging  to  the  Schooner 
Ann  of  w^'^  Titus  Salter  of  Portsm"  aforesaid  Merchant  was  sole  owner,  who 
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being  all  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evaugelista  of  Almighty  God,  do  solemnly 
declare,  that  they  arrived  in  s'J  Schooner  from  a  short  voiage  at  Rye  in  the 
Province  aforesaid  about  four  miles  from  this  Harbour  on  the  21"'  day  of  June 
l;ist  past,  having  on  board  ab'  Thirty  Quintals  of  Fish,  that  these  Depouenta 
all  belonged  to  the  said  town  of  Rye  and  having  taken  out  said  Fish,  they 
thou  put  on  board  some  dry  Fish  to  the  amount  of  lifteen  Quintals  to  bring 
round  in  the  Schooner  to  the  owner  to  deliver  up  with  said  Schooner  as 
they  had  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  going  out  on  a  Fishing  voiage  again; 
That  they  lay  wind  bound  &  being  a  barr'd  Harbour  they  could  not  get 
out  till  the  5"^  of  July,  at  which  time  they  sailed  and  were  then  seized 
otf  y  Harbour  by  a  Boat  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ship  Scarborough, 
Andrew  Barclay  Esq.  commander,  for  a  Breach  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
for  the  restraining  the  Fishery  of  the  New  England  Colonies,  and  having 
taken  the  Schooner  into  Possession,  they  carried  her  into  the  Harbour  & 
moor'd  her  near  the  Scarborough  &  dismissed  these  Deponents,  and  these 
Deponents  further  declare  that  the  said  Schooner  wis  not  out  of  Rye  River 
from  June  21  to  July  4'*^  and  that  they  have  not  been  cited  to  appear  at  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Courts  of  Admiralty  to  reply  unto  any  Libel  that  may  have 
been  taken  out  to  justify  said  seizure,  and  further  these  Deponents  say  not. 
Wherefore,  I,  the  said  Notary  did  &  do  in  behalf  and  at  the  request  of 
these  Deponents  solemnly  protest  against  the  Winds  &  Seas  as  the  sole  &  only 
cause  that  prevented  the  said  Schooner  from  being  delivered  up  before  the 
time  aforesaid,  for  all  costs.  Losses,  Damages  &  Expences  by  these  Deponents 
sustained  or  which  may  hereafter  be  sustained  by  them  or  the  owners  &  In- 
surers, or  any  Person  interested  in  the  said  Schooner  &  Fish  by  means  or 
account  of  the  said  Detention. 

Thus  done  &  protested  at  Portsmouth  aforesaid,  the  day  &  date  aforesaid 
in  the  Presence  of  Thomas  Bickford  &  Robert  Sanders  Sen''  witnesses  hereto 
requested. 

In  Testimonium  cuius  presens  Instrumentum 
manu  ac  sigillo  officii  Signavi  rogatus. 

JoHX  Wendell,  Not.  Pub. 
Robert  Sanders,  Juu"" 
Jacob  Tibbets 
Isaac  Remick 

his 
Abr*  X  Mathews 
mark 

Colony  of  New  Hiimp' 

Portsm'^  8"'  FeW,  1776. 

At  the  request  of  Capt.  Titus  Salter  owner  of  Schooner  Ann  before  men- 
tioned. We  the  subscribers  according  to  the  best  of  our  Judgment  Do  Esti- 
mate said  vessel  with  her  appurtenances.  Fish  &c.  on  board  to  be  worth  one 
hundred  &  five  pounds  Ster»  at  the  time  of  her  being  Seiz'd  by  his  Majesty's 
boat  belonging  to  the  Scarborough. 

N.  FURBUR 

(Jeo.  Jo  Osb«rne 
Wm.  Knight. 


Seizure  of  the  Brigantine  Sally,  by  British  tenders. 
[Copied  from  MS.  "  Prov.  &  RevJ  Pap."  in  Secx*  office,  p.  169.  J 


PROTEST. 


By  this  Public  Instrument  of  Protest  be  it  known  and  made  manifest  unto 
all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern.  That  on  this  sixth  day  of  December  1775, 
Before  me,  John  Wendell  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire, 
Esq.  Notary  A  Tabellion  public  admitted  sworn  &   registered  personally 
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appeared,  Samuel  Staov  master,  Thomas  Mead,  mate,  William  Dixon  mari- 
ner, all  late  belonging  to  the  Brigantine  Sally,  of  which  Samuel  Cutts  of 
Portsmouth  Esq.  was  sole  owner,  who  being  all  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists of  Almighty  God,  Solemly  depose  &  declare  that  they  sailed  in  and 
with  the  said  Brig*  from  the  Island  of  Tortola  in  the  West  Indies  to  Ports- 
mouth on  the  24"^  day  of  June  last,  having  on  board  Rum,  Sugar  and  Cotton 
on  Cargo  at  which  time  the  said  Brig,  was  tight,  staunch  and  strong,  and  in 
everj-  Respect  fitted  for  said  voiage.  That  they  sailed  in  Salety  until  Tuesday 
the  11"'  of  July.  When  the  wind  being  fresh  at  South  West  and  hazy  weather 
at  3  o'clock,  p.m.  they  saw  a  schooner  bearing  East  South  East,  laying  by; 
as  soon  as  they  perceived  we  discovered  them,  they  made  all  the  sail  they 
could  after  us  &  came  up  with  us  very  fast;  we  taclc'd  ship  &  stood  to  the 
southward.  &  they  made  after  us,  &  then  we  discovered  a  large  topsail 
scliooner  standing  right  across  us,  we  being  then  in  Comp"  with  a  Brig"  com- 
manded by  John  Kendricks  called  the  Undutied  Tea,  the  Deponents  then 
tack"d  ship  again  and  stood  to  the  Northward,  and  Capt.  Stacy  being  sick, 
the  Deponent  Mead  spoke  with  Capt.  Kendricks,  who  told  him  that  he  took 
these  schooners  to  be  Cutters  cruising  after  inward  bound  vessels,  and  that 
he  intended  to  stand  close  in  to  the  fand,  &  if  they  followed  him.  he  would 
run  the  vessel  ashore,  sooner  than  be  taken  by  them ;  we  soon  perceived  they 
were  two  Tenders  belonging  to  the  English  Xavy,  and  Deponents  then  made 
all  possible  sail  for  the  land;  ab*  5  o'clock  p.  ra.  they  made  the  Vineyard,  the 
Tenders  still  chasing  them,  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.  the  water  being  shoal  the 
Tenders  were  afraid lo  venture,  &  stood  off  again,  Capt.  Kendrick's  being  so 
close  that  he  came  to  an  anchor,  but  these  Deponents  taking  a  Pilot  trom 
him.  they  beat  off  all  night  with  the  wind  still  at  South  West.  A  finding  the 
Tenders  "waiting  for  their  getting  off  into  the  sound,  they,  ab'  .■)  o'clock  a.  m. 
bore  away  to  go  thro'  Marthas  Vineyard  and  Misekel,  so  calleii,  by  which 
thev  expectedto  cle.ar  the  Enemy:  ab'  8  o'clock  the  Brig*  struck  upon  a 
-Shoal  called  Hoses  Shoal  /  and  there  continued  until  7  o'clock  p.  m.  Just 
after  they  struck,  their  Brig''  sprang  a  leak,  &  a  Boat  came  from  the  shore  to 
their  assistance,  and  they  attempted  to  lighten  her,  by  throwing  over  the  Bal- 
last, and  carried  out  an  anchor  to  heave  her  off  the  shoal,  tt  kept  both 
Pumps  working:  they  having  got  her  off,  &  weighed  the  anchor  made  sail, 
init  the  wind  l)ecame  quite  calm,  and  it  came  on  thick  weather,  and  the 
water  rose  to  that  degree,  notwithstanding  both  Pumps  going,  that  it  over- 
flowed the  Cargo,  they  kept  her  above  water  until  the  morning  of  the  next 
day  July  12"',  when  they  were  oblige*!  to  run  her  ashore  on  the  vineyard  to 
save  their  lives  and  what  of  the  Cargo  they  could,  which  was  (]  Bales  of  Cot- 
ton, ten  Hogsheads  of  Rum,  but  lost  all  the  Sugar;  wherefore  these  Depo- 
nents protest  against  the  said  English  cruisers  or  Tenders  as  the  sole  &  only 
cause  of  the  said  misfortune  »fe  further  these  Deponents  say  not:  and  I  the 
.said  Notary  at  the  Request  of  these  Deponents  ilid  &  do  hereby  protest 
.against  the  said  Cruisers  or  Tenders  by  whomsoever  they  may  be  commanded 
in  liehalf  of  these  Deponents  &  the  Insurers,  Passengers  or  Freighters,  owner 
or  Interested  in  the  said  Brigantine  and  her  Cargo  or  any  part  thereof,  for 
all  costs,  losses,  Damages  or  Expences  already  sustained  or  which  inay  here- 
after be  sustained  by  "these  Deponents  or  the  interested  .aforesaid  by  or  on 
account  of  the  said  misfortune  as  the  sole  means  thereof. 
Thus  done  &  protested  the  day  &  date  aforesaid  — 

In  Testimonium  cujus  presens  Instrumeutum 
manu  :ic  sigilln  officii  attestor  rogatus. 

John  Wendell,  Not.  Pub, 
Samuel  Stacy 
Thomas  Mead 

his 
Will"'  X  Dixon, 
roark 


J775.1 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


398 


Dr.  The  loss  sustained  in  the  Brig*  Sally  &  cargo,  owned  by  Sam'  Cutta, 
from  Tortola,  Sam'  Stacy  Masf,  drove  upon  the  Rocks  at  Edgerton,  July 
11"'  1775  by  two  Tenders,  as  pr  Protest. 

1775  July.     To  the  Brig*  Sally  &  appertenauces  as  appraised 

by  Messrs.  Purceli,  Wentworth  &  Clap      ....  £000:    0:0 
To  the  Cargo  on  board  as  pr  Invoice,  viz. 

10  hogs''  of  light  Muscov*  Sug""  wt  187  c :  0: 1  at  .55  .        .  514:    5 :  0 

12  hogs''  of  Rum,  only  85  gals,  lost  3s  3    .        .        .        .  i;3:  16:  .3 

7  Bales  Cotton  saved 0:    0:  0 

To  the  charge  of  saving  the  Inf ;39:  10:  4 

To  the  charge  of  transporting  the  Part  saved  .        .        .  10:    0 

To  the  Protest 0:  15 


£1178:    6:  7 


Cb. 


1775  July.     By  a  Cable  &  Anchor  &  part  of  the  Brig«  &  sails 

saved  valued  at 40 

Balie  being  the  real  loss  in  tlie  Brig*'  Sally  &  Cargo .        .      1138:    6:  7 


Lawful  money  .        ,        .        .        . 
Portsmouth,  Feby  12"'  1776,  Errors  Excepted 


.    £1178:    6:  T 
Sam'  CtTTTs. 


Portsm"  Feby  12"^  1776.  We  the  subscribers  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  Brig'  Sally,  Sam'  Stacy  master,  lately  drove  ashoar  at  Edgerton  by  two 
British  Tenders  as  by  the  Capt.  &  Peoples  Protest,  are  of  opinion  that  said 
vessel  was  worth,  when  she  sailed  from  hence  last  April,  Six  hundred 
pounds  Lawful  money. 

g.  purcell 
Josh'*  Wentwokth 
S(JPPLY  Clap. 


Letter  of  Governor  Wentworth  to  Secretary  Atkinson. 

[This  and  the  accompanying  Proclamation,  are  copied  from  Amer.  Arc.  4"* 

ser.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  771.] 

(xosport,  September  21,  1775. 
Sir  — 

Being  just  arrived  at  the  Shoals,  and  pressed  for  time,  I  can  only  desire 
that  the  Enclosed  Proclamation  for  prorogueing  the  General  Court  to  the 
24"^''  of  April  next,  may  be  forthwith  published  and  made  effectual  to  its  in- 
tent. Mr.  King  will  transmit  me  the  copy  of  Captain  Gamble's  Patent^ 
properly  countersigned. 

1  am,  in  haste,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

J'Wentworth.. 
Honorable  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq. 


Province  of  JVeio  Hatnpshire  —  -6y  the  Governor. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  is  now  under  adjournment  to  Thursday, 
the  28'^  Instant,  and  it  appearing  to  me  no  way  conducive  to  his  Majesty's 
service  or  the  welfare  of  the  Province,  that  the  Assembly  should  meet  on 
that  day,  but  that  it  is  expedient  to  prorogue  them  to  a  farther  time,  I  have 


394  PROVINCE  OF   NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1775. 

therefore  thought  fit  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  prorogueing  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Portsmouth  on  the  28'^^  of  September 
instant,  to  the  24'"  of  April  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  the 
General  Assembly  Is  hereby  prorogued  accordingly,  to  that  time,  then  to  meet 
at  the  Court  House  in  Portsmouth  aforesaid ;  and  hereof  all  persons  con- 
cerned are  to  take  notice,  and  Govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  at  Gosport  the  21''  day  of  September,  in  the  lifteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  Christ,  1775. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command, 

J'  WEIf  TWORTH. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Secretary. 


XOTE   BY  THE   EDITOR. 

Dr.  Belknap  says,  {Farm.  Belk.  p.  357)  of  the  foregoing  Proclamation  of 
Gov.  Wentworth :  "  This  was  the  last  Act  of  his  Administration,  and  the 
last  time  that  he  set  his  foot  in  the  Province.  Thus  an  end  was  put  to  the 
British  Government  in  New  Hampshire,  where  it  had  subsisted  ninety-five 
years."'  It  appears,  however,  from  letters  which  have  been  published,  that 
Gov.  Wentworth  continued  in  this  country,  after  hostilities  commenced,  two 
years  or  more  expecting  the  subjugation  of  the  Colonies.  Under  date  of 
March  IS.  1776,  Nantasket  Road,  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  he  says:  "On 
the  withdrawing  of  the  troops  from  Boston  I  have  taken  a  vessel  for  my  re- 
moval to  whatever  place  the  Fleet  and  Army  shall  go  to,  and  propose  to  con- 
tinue imder  its  protection."  He  next  writes  from  Halifax,  April  10,  1776; 
then  from  Long  Island,  Nov.  5,  1776;  from  New  York,  Jan.  6,  1777;  from 
Flat  Bush  (L.  I.)  Jan.  17,  1777.  he  writes  to  his  sister;  again,  Feb.  3,  1777, 
from  same  place  he  writes  to  Col.  Holland;  from  New  York,  June  8,  1777, 
he  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (England)  thanking  him  for  a 
grant  of  £500  a  year:  and  in  a  letter  dated'London  May  15,  1778,  he  says  he 
sailed  for  England,  Feb.  7.  1778,  and  resides  in  London." 

The  letter  to  his  sister,  dated  Jan.  17,  1777,  is  so  interesting  that  the  whole 
of  it  is  here  subjoined. 


Letter  of  Gov.  Wentioorth  to  his  Sister,  Mrs.  Fisher. 
[Copied  from  Coll.  of  N.  H.  Hist.  Soc,  Vol.  V.,  pp.  255-60.] 

Flatbush,  Long  Island,  8  miles  from 
N.  York,  January  17"»  1777. 
My  Dear  Sister, — 

I  have  prevail' d  on  a  man,  bound  on  a  trading  journey,  to  forward  you 
this  letter,  and  one  to  my  father,  with  one  from  your  husband,  who  was  well 
Oct.  23'''^,  the  latest  acc«  we  have  from  England:  Also  7  letters  for  Mrs. 
Rindge  from  my  Uncle,  who  was  well  at  the"  time  — as  is  Mr.  Boyd,  Traill 
and  Wy.  Langdon.  I  have  a  box  qt.  16  pr.  childrens  shoes — 3  pr.  woms. 
silk  and  3  pr.  Calamanco  shoes  —4  patterns  of  Calacoe  and  4  handckfs.  which 
Mr.  Fisher  sent  for  you,  by  Mr.  Brinley.  Whenever  they  can  be  sent  you 
shall  have  them.  Mr.  Brinley  was  fired  on  37  days  since  by  a  party  in  the 
Jerseys  —  one  Ball  penetrated  under  the  fifth  rib  —  another  below  the  Hip, 
and  a  third  just  above  the  Garter  —  He  refused  quarter,  and  rode  4  miles  to 
a  party  of  Waldeckers  —  There  is  hopes  of  his  recovery  —  is  at  N.  York, 
Mr.  Pepperell  arrived  here  some  time  since  —  He  takes  passage  for  London 
in  4  days.  I  think  it  probable  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Rindge  will  be  here  in  the 
Spring.     Mr.  Meserve,  Hale  and  Lutwyche  are  perfectly  well  — Capt.  Coch- 
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ran,  Mr.  M.icdonough  and  Mr.  Wentwortb  are  with  me  and  well  —  they  de- 
sire their  best  Regards.  From  dispositions  and  intelligence  from  Penusyl- 
T.xnia  and  Southward,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  present  unnat- 
ural war  is  almost  at  an  end  —  Many  important  Prizes  with  cloathing,  am- 
munition Ac.  have  been  bro't  in  to  us  this  week  —  Great  numbers  of  prin- 
cipal Men  have  embrac'd  the  Proclamation  —  I  wish  to  God  my  Countrymen 
would  be  as  wise  —  Be  assur'd  an  army  of  20,0(X)  Russians  and  12,000  Wir- 
tenbergers  &c.  are  engag'd  and  will  be  in  N.  England  by  June  next,  unless 
prevented  by  Peace.  Mrs.  W.  and  Charles  are  very  well  —  the  hitter  is  taken 
under  the  wing  of  his  noble  sponsors  ami  namesake,  who  are  incredibly  fond 
of  him.  He  has  the  same  apartments  assign' d  him,  that  his  noble  namesake 
occupied  in  his  infancy.  They  sent  for  Romulus  and  Remus,  they  said  5 
weeks  since.  The  schooner  Resource,  employed  in  the  King's  service  to 
land  the  Guards  at  Rochelle.  struck  on  a  Rock,  ovei-set,  bilged,  and  was 
stripped,  and  afterwards  burn'd  by  Commodore  Hotham,  when  the  army  left 
that  place.  She  will  be  foirly  paid  for  in  a  few  days  —  a  proper  protest  is  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Fisher.  Capt.  Steel  turned  out  a  poor  Devil  indeed  —  has  a 
landed  Estate  in  Cumberland  left  to  him  of  £160  sterg.  per  ami.  and  gone 
home  to  take  possession.  The  Bills  for  the  schooner  will  be  remitted  to  Mr. 
Fisher,  when  received.  1  rejoice  to  hear  our  dear  Parents,  you  and  your 
sweet  little  ones  are  all  weil.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  meet. 
F'ray  give  the  little  cherubs  a  million  kisses  for  me.  Capt.  Bellew  has  been 
very  ill.  but  writes  me  from  Halifax  23  Dec''  he  is  recovered,  and  intirely  out 
of  danger  —  Mark  is  with  him.  By  Rob'  Temple  I  requested  my  Father 
would  supply  Mrs.  Butler  ten  Guineas.  Mr.  Butler  is  well  and  in  good  em- 
ploy —  where  he  saves  money  and  acts  laudably.  Pray  remember  me  kindly 
to  all  my  loyal  steadfast  friends  —  the  time  of  their  rejoicing  is  at  hand.  I 
am  ill  good  healtli,  and  will  not  leave  America  until  peace  is  restored.  Those 
that  love  me  and  that  I  love  will  be  good  to  Prisoners  and  Captives  —  I  wou'd 
sell  my  all  for  their  comfort.  I  have  not,  nor  do  I  wish  to  receive  a  Une  from 
N.  Hampshire.  Be  ye  steadfast  —  Be  ye  faithful  even  to  death — I  know  and 
rejoice  is  written  on  many  good  souls,  who  merit  ray  best  love.  I  avoid  writ- 
in','  politics,  and  mean  only  to  convey  domestic  affection  and  comfort.  May 
heaven  in  mercy  preserve  you  all.  Mr.  Fisher  and  Rindge  are  as  happy  as 
they  can  be  from  their  famiiys,  whom  they  dearly  love.  I  love  you  all,  and 
will  be  with  you,  either  in  Peace  or  War,  as  the  Provinces  may  choose — may 
our  merciful  God  incline  them  to  the  former.  Our  worthy  Parents  will 
accept  ray  most  cordial  and  attach'd  salutations,  and  all  will  oblige  me  in 
their  continued  affections,  which  are  inestimable  to,  my  dear  sister, 

Your  affectionate  brother 

J'Wentwokth. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  arrived  in  London  in  Oct.  last  —  are  well.  I  send 
you  5  letters  directed  to  Mr.  Russell  —  they  are  for  you,  and  you  must  open 
them. 

Mrs.  Ann  Fisher,  Portsmouth. 
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Fac-Similes  of  the  signatures  of  the  Provincial  Chief  Magi, 
trates  of  New  JIamps  hire  from  1686  to  1775. 


i 


Gov.  Joseph  Dudley's  Commission  as  President  of  New  England,  is 
dated  27"'  September  1685.  He  officiated  from  25«h  of  May,  1686,  until  the 
arrival  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  in  December,  the  same  year.  He  was  after- 
wards appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  His  lat- 
ter commission  was  published  in  Portsmouth,  in  July,  1702.  He  continufd 
in  office  until  1715.    He  died  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  April  2,  1720,  aged  72. 


^ 


:hri: 


c&;(Pz9^Q^>U^l^.  J 


Governor  Simeon  Bradstreet  was  the  chief  magistrate  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts  after  the  re-union  of  the  former  with  the  latter  in 
1690.  The  above  represents  his  signature  as  affixed  to  a  Commission  at  that 
date.  He  was  then  87  years  of  age,  and  he  lived  seven  years  afterwards, 
dying  at  Salem  27"'  March,  1699,  aged  94  years. 


Lieut.  Gov.  Usher  was  commander-in-chief  several  years  from  1602. 
He  continued  in  office  until  superseded  by  William  Partridge  in  1697.  He 
died  in  Massachusetts,  September  5,  1726,  aged  78. 


Z>V^  ^^'^.^^^ 


t^-^tO'K' 


The  Commission  of  Lt.  Gov.  Partridge  is  dated  June  6,  1696,  and  his 
command  continued  only  till  the  arrival  of  Gov,  Sanmel  Allen  in  1698.  He 
died  January  0,  1729,  ^ed  74. 
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cc4/ycZi^ 


Uy^. 


GovEBXOR  Allek  received  his  commission  as  Governor  of  Kew  Hamp- 
shire in  1692 ;  but  he  did  not  come  here  until  1698,  when  he  assumed  the 
Government.  His  Speech  made  the  'i,'^  of  January,  1699,  is  the  first  in  the 
series  in  the  Volumes  of  Governors  Speeches  and  Messages.  He  died  sud- 
denly Mav  4,  1705,  in  his  TOtJ^  year. 


\ 


The  administration  of  Governor  Shute,  over  Massachusetts  and  N"ew 
Hampshire,  continued  from  1716  to  1728.  By  a  grant  from  him,  the  first 
settlement  was  made  in  Londonderry,  1719.     He  died  April  15, 1742,  aged  80. 


The  Commission  of  Lt.  Gov.  George  Vaughaj^^  was  pubhcly  read, 
and  he  installed  in  office,  October  13,  1715.  He  was  suspended  from  office 
by  Gov.  Shute,  Sept.  30,  1717. 


g.^^^-^^^^^^-^^'^^'Mc.' 


Lt.  Gov.  J.  Wentwortii's  Commission  was  dated  September  12,  1717, 
and  was  signed  by  the  celebrated  "J.  Addisox,"'  then  his  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State.  It  was  publislied  at  Portsmouth.  December  7"",  1717.  He 
died,  Dec.  12,  1730,  aged  59  years.  Of  sixteen  children,  fourteen  survived 
him. 


William  Burnet  was  Governour  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire. 
He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  celebrated  bishop  Gilbert  Buruet,  of  England. 
His  administration  in  New  Hampshire  commenced  in  April,  1728.  His  death 
was  sudden,  September  7,  1729,  aged  41. 
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Jonathan  Belcher  entered  on  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, (as  he  was  also  of  Massachusetts,)  August  25,  1730.  He  continued  in 
office  till  1741.  He  was  afterwards  Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  died  at 
Eh'zabeth-town,  N.  J.,  Aug.  31,  1757,  aged  76. 


David  Dunbar  was,  by  Commission,  1731,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
Hampshire,  under  Gov.  Belcher  —  between  whom  there  was  no  friendship  — 
He  left  the  country  for  England,  1737. 


Benning  Went-worth's  administration  as  Governor,  continued  from 
1741  to  1767.  He  died  October  14,  1770,  aged  75,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
aephew. 


The  Commission  of  Gov.  John  Wentworth,  the  last  of  the  loynl  Gov- 
ernors of  New  ^Hampshire  was  dated  August  11,  1766.  He  entered  on  his 
omce  in  June  1(67,  and  continued  till  the  revolutionary  spirit  compelled  him 
to  withdraw  from  the  Province,  1775.— Ed. 


EEVOLUTIO^ARY   TROCEEDINGS. 


COMMENCEMENT  OF  ORGANIZED  ACTION  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

IN  THE  REVOLUTION. 


NOTE   BY  THE   EDITOR. 

In  the  Secretary's  oflice,  N.  H.,  is  a  volume  labelled  "  Journals  of  the 
Prov.  Cong.  1775-1776,''  and  of  the  Hocse  of  Represextativp;s,  1776."' 
At  tlie  beginning  of  this  volume,  p.  1,  are  found  Papers  arranged  by  the  late 
John  Farmer,  Esq.,  by  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  1887,  together  with  ex- 
planatory remarks  by  him,  which  are  here  copied,  as  giving  a  connected  view 
of  the  progress  of  the  Revolutionary  spirit,  in  New  Hampshire. 


At  a  meetino-  ot  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Hampshire, 
(May  1774.)  The  House  of  Representatives,  conformably  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Assemblies  of  the  other  Colonies,  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence.  (1)  Governor  Wentworth,  who 
had  in  vain  labored  to  prevent  this  measure,  adjourned  the  As- 
sembly, and  after  a  few  days  dissolved  it,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
last  volume  of  the  Province  Records  (Journal  of  the  House  of 
Representatives).  He  hoped  by  this  measure  to  dissolve  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  also  ;  but  in  this  he  failed.  They 
were  not  restricted  by  forms,  and  though  they  iirobably  kept  a 
Journal  of  their  domgs,  it  lias  not  been  found  in  the  State  Ar- 
chives. They  soon  issued  a  Summons  to  the  Representatives  who 
met  again  in  their  own  Chamber.  The  Governor  attended  by 
John  Parker,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Rockingham, 
went  among  them.  According  to  custom,  thev  rose  at  his  en- 
trance.  He  declared  the  meeting  illegal,  (a)  and  directed  the 
[p.  '2.]  Sheriff  to  make  open  proclamation  for  all  persons  to  dis- 
perse and  keep  the  King's  peace.  When  he  had  retired,  they 
resumed  their  seats,  but  on  further  consideration  adjourned  to 
another  house;  and  after  some  consideration  came  to  the  deter- 
min.ation  to  send  letters  to  all  the  Towns  and  Parishes  in  the 

(1)  See  ante,  under  date  May  28, 1774,  Jour,  of  the  Bmiae,  p.  366.— Ed. 
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Province,  requesting  them  to  send  Deputies  to  hold  a  convention 
at  Exeter,  who  should  choose  delegates  to  a  General  Congress  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  pay  their  respective  Quotas  of  £200, 
agreeably  to  the  last  proportion  of  the  Provincial  tax.  They  also 
recommended  a  day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer,  to  be  observed  by 
the  several  congregations  in  the  Province. 

{a)  Speech  of  the  Governor,  declaring  the  Assembly  illegal. 

[Copied  from  MS,  Gov"  iless^  Vol.  Ill,  p.  411.] 

Harl.ig  been  informed  that  some  rash  and  ill-advised  Person  or  Persons, 
have  ventured  to  assume  the  Power  of  summoning  together  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  People  of  this  Province,  in  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  in  order 
to  deliberate  and  act  in  that  capacity,  thereby  wresting  out  of  the  King's 
hands  his  sole  prerogative  of  calling  Assemblys,  in  open  opposition  to  and 
defiance  of  the  Laws  and  his  Majesty's  authority;  and  to  the  utter  subver- 
sion of  the  Constitution  of  this  Province,  presuming  to  erect  a  new,  Illegal 
and  dangerous  Assembly;  And  finding  that  some  oflthe  Members  of  the  late 
Assembly  have  been  so  far  seduced  from  their  Duty  as  to  concur  in  this  un- 
warrantable innovation,  by  obeying  such  illegal  summons,  and  that  you  the 
said  Members  are  here  now  actually  assembled  in  consequence  thereof,  to  de- 
liberate and  act  as  aforesaid,  in  this  the  Chamber  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  Province:  I  do  with  the  greatest  concern  and  earnestness,  intreat  you  in- 
stantly to  desist  from  such  dangerous  Proceedings  ;  and  as  my  Duty  indis- 
pensably obliges  me,  I  require  and  hereby  command  you  in  "his  Majesty's 
name,  forthwith  to  disperse,  without  disturbing  the  Peace  and  good  Govern- 
ment of  this  his  Majesty's  Province,  as  you  and  each  of  you,  will  answer  the 
contrary  at  your  Peril. 

J"  We:n^twokth, 
New  Hampshire 
0"'  July,  1774. 

A  Copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  the  several  Towns  and  Parishes 
has  not  been  found  on  file  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State ;  but 
the  following  is  from  the  original  sent  to  Atkinson,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed those  sent  to  otliL-r  places,  agreed  with  it.  This  is  an  im- 
portant Document,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  the  iirst  movement 
for  rallying  the  whole  of  the  People  of  New  Hampshire  in  the 
struggle  which  had  commenced. 

To  the  Parish  of  Atkimon. 

Wherea.s  the  Colonies  in  goneral,  upon  this  Continent,  think  it  higlilv  ex- 
pedient and  necessary  in  the  present  critical  and  alarmin:,'  situation  of  llieir 
public  affairs,  that  Delegates  should  be  appointed  by  and"  in  Behalf  of  each, 
to  join  in  a  General  Compress  proposed  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  the  (irst  of  ■ 
[p.  3.]  September  next,  to  devise  and  consider  what  measures  will  be  most 
adviseable  to  be  taken  ami  pursued  by  all  the  Colonies  for  the  establishment 
of  their  Rights  and  Libe-rties,  upon  a  just  and  solid  foundation,  and  for  the 
restoration  of  Union  and  Harmony  between  the  mother  Country  and  the 
Colonies:  And  whereas  the  members  of  the  late  House  of  Representatives 
fcr  this  Province,  now  met  to  deUberate  upon  the  subject,  are  unanimously 
oT  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  for  this  Province  to  join  said 
Con;n-ess  for  the  above  purpose,— and  recommend  it  to  the  Towns  in  this 
Province  respectively,  to  chuse  ami  impower  one  or  more  persons  in  their 
Behalf,  to  meet  at  Exeter  the  lil""  Day  of  this  In.>.tant  at  ten  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon,  to  join  in  the  choice  of  Delkgates  for  the  Gexebal  Cox- 


1774.1  REVOLUTIONARY    PROCEEDINGS.  401 

guess:  In  onlor  to  allect  the  dcsirod  oud,  it  is  necessary  that  each  Tmvii,  as 
soon  as  may  bo,  coutribnte  their  proportion  of  the  cxpcni-c  of  st-ndiii',':  it  is 
thoreforo  <lt;sir'Mi,  that  tht>  same  may  l)e  raised  l)y  subscription  or  othL-rwise; 
and  if  convenient  sent  l)y  tlie  person  by  your  Parisli  appointi'd:  your  propor- 
tion of  wiiicli  is  pounds  Lawful  money.  Tlie  utility  of  whicli  measure 
is  <o  apparent  we  doubt  not  your  ready  compliance  with  tliis  proposal. 

By  desire  of  tlie  meeting.  J.  Wextwop.tii,  Chairman. 

Portsmouth  July  t3,  1774. 

P.  S.  Consideriu'j;  the  Distressint;  situation  of  our  public  alfairs,  Tliur>day 
tlie  14'''  inst.  is  recommended  to  be  I<ept  as  a  day  of  Fasting,  Humiliation 
and  Prayc^r  through  this  Province. 

[r.  4.]  Dr.  Belknap  remarks  that  the  day  of  Fasting  and 
Prayer  was  observed  witli  religious  solemnity,  and  that  the  money 
to  defray  tlie  ('.\-]>ense  of  the  Delegates  to  the  General  Congress 
was  collected. 

At  the  time  appointed  eighty-five  deputies  (1)  met  at  Exeter 
and  chose  Nathaniel  Folsom,  of  Exeter  and  John  Sullivan  to 
attend  tlie  proposed  Congress  at  Philadelphia  in  the  ensuing  Sep- 
tember. The  disturbed  condition  of  the  people  of  Boston  as  ex- 
liibited  in  the  following  Correspondence  between  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence of  New  Hampshire,  was  laid  before  the  Convention, 
and  recommended  to  the  Commiseration  of  their  brethren  in  New 
Hampshire.  (2) 


Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  26,  1774. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  write  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  all  the  British  Col- 
onies on  this  Continent  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  unprecedented  Act  of  the 
British  Parliament  for  shutting  up  the  Port  of  Boston,  and  otherwise  punisli- 
ing  the  Inliabitants  of  that  town,  and  desire  their  immeiliate  attention  to  an 
.\cl  designed  to  suppress  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  America. 

A  true  Copy, 

Attest,         Samuel  Adams,  Clerk. 


[r.  ').  I  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

May  28,  1774. 
Gentlemen  — 

By  order  of  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives  of  tliis  Province,  we  enclose  you 
an  Act  passed  in  tlie  late  Session  of  tlie  British  Parliament,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  (liscontinue  in  such  manner  and  for  such  time  as  are  therein  men- 
tioned, the  lauding  and  discliarging,  lading  or  sliipping  of  goods,  wares  and 
mercliandise  at  tlie  town  and  within  tlie  harbor  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  N'orth  America."' 

1 1)  Tln>  names  of  tliese  Deputies  have  not  Iven  asrertaineil.  — Kp. 
(2)  See  subsequent  page  uniler  date.  .July  il,  1774.— Ed. 
2G 
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We  think  the  archives  of  Constantiuople  might  be  in  vain  searched  for  a 
parallel.  To  reason  on  such  an  act  would  be  idleness,  you  will,  doubtless, 
judf'e  every  American  Colony  deeply  concerned  in  it,  and  contemplate  and 
determine  upon  it  accordinsly. 

We  are  with  great  regard,  your  Friends 
and  fellow  Countrymen. 

Thomas  CusHixa 
Sam'  Adams 
James  ^V^akkex 
Tiios.  Gardxer 
Joseph  Hawley 
William  Heath 

To  the  (ientlemen  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representives  of  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire. 


Committee 
of 
Correspondence. 


JBoston   Port   Bill. 
I  Copied  from  "Addresses  to  the  King,"  in  Sec^*  office,  p.  205.] 

Wliitehall  6'"  April  1774. 

Sir  — 

I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  transmit  to  you  the  Inclosed 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  present  session,  and  to  desire  you  will  cause 
the  same  to  be  made  public  for  Information  of  those  who  may  be  concerned 
in  carrying  on  Commerce  with  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

I  am.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  Humble  servant. 

J.    POWXALL. 

Governor  of  New  Hampshire. 


Copy  of  the  JBoston  Port  JRUl,  as  commonly  called. 
[From  Am.  Arch.  4  ser.  Vol.  I,  pp.  61-66.] 

Anno  Decimo  Quarto  Georgii  III.  Regis. 

An  Act  to  discontinue  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  time  as  are  therein  men- 
tiont-'d,  the  landing  and  discharging,  lading  or  shipping,  of  Goods,  Wares 
an<l  Merchandise  at  the  town  and  within  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  North  America. 

^Vllereas  dangerous  Commotions  and  insurrections  have  been  fomented  and 
raised  in  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in 
New  England,  by  divers  ill-adected  persons,  to  the  .sul)version  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Government,  and  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  p'.iblic  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  naid  town ;  in  whidi  commotions  and  insurrections  certain  val- 
uable cargoes  of  teas,  being  the  property  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  on 
board  certain  vessels  lying  within  the  bay  or  Harl)(>ur  of  Boston,  wrre  seized 
and  ilestroyed ;  and  whereas  in  the  present  condition  of  the  said  town  and 
harbour,  the  Coinnierce  of  his  iV[aiesly"s  Subjects  cannot  be  safely  carried  on 
there,  nor  the  Customs  payable  to  his  Majesty  duly  collected;  and  it  is  there- 
fore expedient  that  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  customs  sliould  be  forthwith 
removed  from  the  s.iid  town;  may  it  please  your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  p-n- 
acted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  Kinu''s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  And  Commons 
in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  tliat 
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from  ami  after  the  first  day  of  June  1774,  it  sliall  not  ho  lawful  for  any  person 
or  persons  wliatsoever,  to  lado,  or  put,  or  cause  or  procure  to  b'"  hulon  or  put, 
olf  or  from  any  ipi'iy>  wliarf,  or  other  place,  within  tlie  said  town  of  Bo,->ton, 
or  in  or  upon  any  part  of  tlie  sliorc  of  the  bay  conunonly  called  the  Harbour 
of  Boston,  between  a  c(;rtain  headland  or  point,  called  S'li/mnl  Point  cm  tht» 
eastern  side  of  the  entrance  into  the  said  bay,  and  a  certain  headland  or  point 
called  Alderlon  Point,  on  the  western  side  of  the  entrance  into  the  said  l)ay, 
or  in  or  upon  any  island,  creek,  landing  place,  bank  or  other  place,  within  thn 
said  bay  or  headlands,  into  any  ship,  vessel,  liiihter,  l)oat,  or  bottom,  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatsoever,  to  be  tiausported  or  carrieil  into 
.any  other  country,  province  or  place  whatsoever,  or  into  ;iny  other  i)art  of 
the  said  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England;  or  to  take  up, 
diseharjje,  or  lay  on  land,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  taken  up,  disehariied,  or 
laid  on  land,  within  the  said  town,  or  in  or  upon  any  ot  the  places  aforesaid, 
out  of  any  boat,  lighter,  ship,  vessel  or  bottom,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
cliandise  whatsoever,  to  l)e  brought  from  any  other  country,  province,  or 
place,  or  any  other  part  ol  the  said  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England  upon  the  pain  of  for'eiture  of  the  said  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chantlise,  and  of  the  said  boat,  lighter,  ship,  vessel  or  other  bottom,  into 
wliich  the  same  siiall  be  put.  ,')r  out  of  which  the  sime  shall  l)e  taken,  and  of 
t':e  guns,  amunition,  tackle,  furniture  antl  stores,  in  or  beloni:ing  to  the  same ; 
and  if  any  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  shall,  within  the  saiil  town,  or 
in  any  the  places  aforesaid,  be  laden  or  taken  in  from  the  short;  into  any 
barge,  hoy,  lighter,  wherry  or  boat,  to  be  carried  on  board  any  shi{>or  vessel 
outward  l)ound  to  any  other  country  or  province,  or  other  part  of  saiii  Prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  or  to  be  laden  or  taken  into 
such  b;irge,  hoy,  lighter,  wherry,  or  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  cominu'  or  ar- 
riving I'rom  any  otlier  country  or  province,  or  other  part  of  the  said  Province 
o!  the  Massacliusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  such  barge,  hoy,  ligliter,  wherry 
or  boat,  shall  be  forfeited  and  lost. 

-lu'i  be  It  farther  enacted  hij  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  if  any  wharfin- 
ger, or  keeper  of  any  wiiarf,  crane  or  quay,  or  their  servants,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  take  up  or  land,  or  kn;)winL'!y  sutler  to  be  taken  or  landed,  or  sliall  ship 
off,  or  suffer  to  be  waterborne,  at  or  froin  any  of  the  atbresaid  wharfs,  cranes 
or  <|uays,  any  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandise:  in  every  such  case,  all  and 
every  such  wiiarfinger  and  keeper  of  such  wharf,  crane  or  quay,  and  every 
person  wliatsoever  who  shall  be  assisting  or  other  wise  concerned  in  the 
shipping  or  in  tlie  loading  or  putting  on  board  any  boat  or  other  vessel,  tor 
thai  piu'pose.  or  in  the  unshippiim  such  i^ooiis,  wares  and  merchandise,  or  to 
■whose  hand  tiie  same  shall  knowinuly  come  alter  the  loading  shipping  or  un- 
shipping thereof,  shall  loifeit  and  lose  treble  the  value  thereof,  to  lie  computed 
at  the  liighest  price  which  suoii  sort  of  goods,  wares  and  mercliandise,  shall 
bear  at  the  place  where  such  olfence  shall  be  committed,  at  the  time  when 
t'ne  same  sliall  be  so  oommilted,  together  with  tiie  vessel  anil  boats,  and  ail 
liorses,  cattle  and  caiiiagi's,  wliLitS0(;ver  uiaile  use  of  in  the  shipping,  unship- 
ping, landing,  removing:,  carriage,  or  conveyance  of  any  of  the  aforesaid 
goods,  wares,  and  mercliandise. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autliority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  moored  or  lie  at  anchor,  or  be  seen  hovering  within  the  said 
Bay,  described  and  bounded  as  aforesaid,  or  the  said  head  lands,  or  any  of 
the  islamis  lying  between  or  within  the  same,  it  sludl  antl  may  be  lawful  tor 
any  Admiral,  Cidef  f'ouunmder.  ()r  Commissioned  officer  of  his  Majesty'-i 
rieet  or  ships  of  war,  or  for  any  othcer  of  his  Majesty's  customs,  to  compel 
such  ship  or  vess<d  to  depart  to  some  otlier  port  or  harl>our,  or  to  such  station 
n^  saiil  otfit.'er  shall  appoint,  and  to  use  such  force  for  tiiat  purpose  as  shall  be 
tounil  necessary;  and  it  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  depart  accordingly, 
witliin  six  hours  after  notice  for  that  piu'pose  given  by  such  person  as  afore- 
said, such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  all  the  i,'oods  laden  on  board  thereon, 
and  all  the  ^uns,  ammunition,  tackle  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  aiul  lost, 
whether  bulk  shall  have  been  la'oken  or  not. 

Provided  uhcays,  That  nothing  in  this  Act  contained,  shall  extend,  or  fje 
conRtnied  to  extend,  to  any  military  or  other  stores  tor  his  Majesty's  use,  or 
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to  the  ships  or  vessels  whereon  the  same  shall  be  laden,  wliich  ^hall  be  com- 
missioued  by.  and  in  the  immediate  pay  of,  his  Majesty,  hi<  heirs  anil  siicjes- 
sors ;  nor  to'  any  fuel  or  victual  brought  coastways  from  any  part  of  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  for  the  necessary  use  and  sustenance  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  of  Boston :  provided  the  vessel  wherein  the  same  are  to  be 
carried,  shall  be  duly  furnished  with  a  cocket  and  let-pass,  after  having  been 
(hdy  searched  by  the  proper  officers  of  his  Majesty's  Customs  at  Marblehead, 
in  the  port  of  Salem,  in  the  said  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay:  and  the 
same  olEcer  of  his  Majesty's  customs  be  also  put  un  board  the  said  vessel, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  to  go  on  boanl,  and  proceed  with  the  said  vessel, 
together  with  a  sufficient  uumi)er  of  persons,  properly  armed,  for  his  defence. 
to  the  said  town  or  harbour  of  Boston;  nor  to  any  ships  or  vessels  which 
may  happen  to  be  within  the  said  harbour  of  Boston,  on  or  before  tlie  first 
day  of  June  1774,  and  may  have  either  laded  or  taken  on  board  or  be  there 
with  intent  to  load  or  take  on  board,  or  to  land  or  discharge  any  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  provided  the  said  ships  and  vessels  do  depart  the  same  har- 
bour within  fourteen  days  after  the  first  day  of  June,  1774. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforescid,  That  all  seizures, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  inflicted  by  this  Act,  shall  be  made  and  prosecuted 
by  any  Admiral,  Chief  Commander,  or  commissioned  officer,  of  hi?  Majesty's 
fleet,  or  ships  of  war,  or  by  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  or  some  of 
them,  or  by  some  other  person  deputed  or  authorized  by  warrant  rrom  the 
Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the  r'ommis>iouers  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  for  the 
time  being,  and  by  no  other  person  whatsoever;  and  if  any  such  officer,  or 
other  person  authorized  as  aforesaid,  shall  directly  or  indirectly,  take  or 
receive  any  bribe  or  reward,  or  connive  at  such  lading  or  unlading,  or  siiail 
make  or  commence  any  collusive  seizure,  information,  or  agxeement  ;br  that 
purpose,  or  shall  do  any  other  act  whatsoever,  whereby  the  goods,  ware>  or 
merchandise,  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  suffered  to  pa>s  either  inwards 
or  outwards,  or  whereby  the  fortieitin-es  and  penalties  inflicteil  by  this  Act 
may  be  evaded,  every  such  olfender  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  rive  liundreil 
pounds  for  everj*  such  offence,  and  shall  become  incapable  of  any  office  or 
employment,  civil  or  military;  and  every  person  who  shall  give,  offer  or 
promise  any  such  bribe  or  reward,  or  shall  contract,  agree  or  treat  with  any 
person,  so  authorized  as  aforesaid,  to  commit  any  such  off'ence,  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  outhortty  nforenavL  That  the  forfeitures 
and  penalties  inflicted  by  this  Act  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted,  sued  for.  and 
recovered,  and  t)e  divided,  paid  and  applied  in  like  manner,  as  other  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures,  inflicted  by  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  relatina:  to 
the  trade  or  revenues  of  the  British  Colonies,  or  Plantations  in  America,  are 
directed  to  be  prosecuted,  sued  for,  or  recovered,  divided,  paid  and  applied, 
by  two  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  one  passed  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
present  Majesty,  intituled,  '•  An  Act  for  granting  certain  Duties  in  the  Brit- 
"  ish  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America:  for  continuing:,  amending,  and 
"making  perpetual  an  Act.  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  Reign  of  ids  lat*- 
"  Majesty  King  George,  the  Second,  intituled.  An  Act  for  the  better  securisii 
'"and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majesty's  Sugar  Colonies  in  America:  for 
'"applying  the  produce  of  such  duties,  and  of  the  duties  to  arise  by  virtue  of 
"the  said  Act.  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  defending,  protecting,  ami 
"securing,  the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations;  for  explaininii  an  Act  made  in 
"the  twenty-tifth  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled. 
"  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  frreenhiwl  and  EoMlnnd  Trades,  and 
"  for  the  better  securing  the  Plantation  Trade:  and  for  alterins:  and  disallow- 
"  ing  several  drawbacks  on  exports  from  this  Kingdom,  ami  more  ert'ectuaily 
"  preventing  the  clandestine  conveyance  of  goods  to,  and  from  the  said  Colo- 
"  nies  and  Plantations,  and  improving  and  securing  the  trade  'oetween  the 
"same  and  Great  IJritain;"  the  other  passed  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  pres- 
"  ent  Majesty's  Reign  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and  eff'ectual 
"  recovery  of  the  penalties  tmd  forfeitures  inflicted  by  the  Acts  of  Parliament 
"  relating  to  the  trade  or  revenues  of  the  British  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
"  America.'' 
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And  he  il  further  enacted,  by  the  aufhoritij  nforcNnid,  That  every  charter 
party  hill  of  loading,  and  other  contract,  for  consigning,  shipping,  or  carry- 
iiitrany  goods,  wares,  and  mercliandise,  whatsoever,  to  or  from  the  said  town 
of  Bos'ton,  or  any  part  of  the  hay  or  harbour  thereof,  described  as  aforesaid, 
which  have  been  made  or  entered  into,  or  which  shall  be  made  or  entered 
into,  so  long  as  this  Act  shall  remain  in  full  force,  nlating  to  any  ship  which 
shall  arriv.rat  the  said  town  or  harbour,  after  llu-  tirst  day  of  June.  1774, 
^!■haIl  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be.  utterly  void,  to  all  intents 
and  pui'poses  whatso'.'Ver. 

And  he  it  further  eaacted,  bij  the  nuthoriti/  aforesaid,  That  whenever  it 
siiall  be  made  to  appear  to  his  Majesty,  in  his  Privy  Council,  that  peace  and 
obedience  to  the  Laws  sliall  be  so  far  restored  in  the  said  town  of  Boston, 
that  the  trade  of  (rreat  Britain  may  be  safely  carried  on  there,  and  his  ^lajes- 
ty's  customs  duly  collected,  and  his  Majesty,  in  his  Privy  Council,  shall  ad- 
Judge  the  s.ame  to  be  true,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  by  Prn- 
"clamatiou,  or  Order  of  Council,  to  assign  and  appoint  the  extent,  bounds  and 
limits,  of  the  Port  or  Harbour  of  Boston,  and  of  i;very  creek  or  haven  within 
the  same,  ur  in  tlie  islands  within  the  pj'ecinct  thereof;  and  also  to  assign  and 
appoint  such  and  so  many  open  places,  (|uays,  and  wharfs,  within  the  said 
harbour,  creeks,  havens,  and  islamls,  for  the  landing,  discharging,  lading,  and 
sh.ipping  of  goods,  as  his  Majesty,  Ids  heirs  or  successors  shall  judne  necessary 
and  expedient:  and  also  to  appoint  such  and  so  many  officers  of  the  Customs 
therein,  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  tit;  after  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons  to  lade  or  put  ort"  from,  or  to  discharge  and  land  upon, 
such  wharfs,  tiuays.  and  places,  so  appointed,  witlun  the  said  harbour,  an(l 
none  other,  any  goods,  wan-s  and  merchandise  whatsoever. 

Provided  ulvai/s,  That  if  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  shall  be  laden 
or  put  oH"  from  or  discharged  or  landed  upon,  any  other  jdace  than  the  iiuays 
whtrfs,  or  places,  so  to  be  appointed,  the*  same,  together  with  the  ships, 
boats,  and  other  vessels  employed  therein,  and  the  horses,  or  other  cattle  and 
carriagi?5  used  to  convey  the  same,  ami  the  person  or  persons  concerned  or 
ar-isting  therein,  or  to  whose  hands  the  same  shall  knowingly  come,  shall 
sufjer  ail  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  imiiused  by  this  oi'  any  other  Act  on 
tl'.e  illegal  sliippina.'  or  landing  of  goods. 

Provided  (dw.  And  it  is  hereljy  declared  and  enacteil,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extenil  or  be  construed,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  such 
port,  harbour,  creeks,  ifuays,  wharfs,  places  or  ofiicers.  in  the  said  town  of 
Boston,  or  in  the  said  bay  or  Islands,  until  it  shall  sufficiently  appear  to  his 
Majesty,  that  full  satisfaction  hath  been  nuele  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  said  town  of  Boston,  to  the  United  Company  of  merchants  of 
England,  trading  to  the  Ea-t  Indies,  for  the  damages  sustained  by  the  said 
Company,  by  the  destruction  of  their  goods  sent  to  the  said  town  of  Boston, 
on  lioard  certain  ships  or  vessels,  as  atbresaid:  and  until  it  shall  be  certified 
to  his  Majesty,  in  Council,  i  y  the  (Tovernor.  or  Lieutenant  Governor,  of  the 
sal-'  Province,  that  re;;sonal'ie  satisi'action  hath  l)een  made  to  the  officers  of 
his  Z>IaJ*:sty's  P.evenue  and  others,  who  sutlered  by  tiie  riot?  and  insurrections 
above  mentioned,  iu  the  months  of  Xoveiuber  ami  December,  in  the  year 
177o.  and  iu  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  1774. 

.Hid  fie  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  atbresaid,  that  if  any  action  or 
suit  shall  be  commenced,  either  in  Great  Britain  or  America,  against  any  per- 
son or  persons,  for  anytldng  done  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action  or  suits,  may  plead  the  general 
issue,  and  -^ive  the  said  Act  arul  the  special  matter  in  evidence,  at  any  trial  to 
be  h.ad  ther'^upon,  and  that  tiie  same  was  done  in  pursuance  and  by  the 
authority  of  this  Act;  and  if  it  shall  appear  so  to  have  lieen  done,  the  jury 
sh.ill  find  for  the  defendant  or  defeudants;  and  if  the  plaintitf  shall  be  non- 
suited or  discontinue  his  action,  alter  the  uetemlant  or  defendants  shall  have 
appeared:  or  if  judgment  shall  be  given  upon  any  verdict  or  demurrer 
ag.dnst  t'lie  plainriif,  the  defendant  or  deiendnnts  shall  recover  treble  costs, 
and  have  the  like  reinetly  for  the  same  as  defendants  have  in  other  cases  I>y 
law. 

• 
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[p.  G.]  Boston  June  4,  1774. 

Gentlemen  — 

We  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  enclose  you  copies  of  two  bills  brought 
into  Parliamt-nt  ami  ht^i'ore  this  time  probably  enacted,  (1)  which  we  hiwe 
but  just  received  by  a  vesst-I  in  thirty  six  days  rroin  Bristol.  It  is  also  confi- 
dently reported  thatathini  bill  is  to  Ije  brcuglit  into  Parliament  for  the  better 
reirulatini;  the  government  of  the  other  Provinces  in  North  America.  These 
edicts  cruel  and  oppressive  as  they  are.  we  consider  as  l)ut  bare  specimens  of 
what  the  continent  are  to  expect  from  a  Parliament  who  claim  a  risht  to 
make  laws  binding  us  in  ail  c.ises  whatsoever. 

We  are  your  Friends  and  Fellow  Countrymen, 

Thomas  Cushixg  1        „ 

Samt-kl  Adam.s  I        Committee 

Joseph  Hawley  \  „  ^^  , 

Thomas  G^uinxER  J   Correspondence. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  appointeil  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 


Somersworth.  June  11"'  1774. 
(ientletnen  — 

Your  favors  of  the  28''^  ult.  and  4'^'  instant,  made  their  Journey  here  so 
slowly  from  Portsmouth  as  not  to  arrive  before  the  9"'  instant  —  after  I  had 
seen  the  tremendous  act  and  pending  bills  which  they  covered. 

I  enclose  you  a  vote  of  the  late  Assembly  which  with  the  aid  of  one  (not 
by  me)  for  a  Committee  to  correspond  with  our  sister  Colonies.  I  apprehend 
[p.  7.1  produced  a  di.-solution  of  them  and  their  Committee  at  a  stroke,  on 
the  8=''  instant.  This  measure,  I  conceive,  took  its  rise  from  ministerial  in- 
fluence, by  express  instructions  to  our  amiable  Governor,  similar  to  which,  I 
suspect,  reach  all  of  his  order  on  the  Continent. 

A  rivetted  opinion  of  the  good  and  gracious  intentions  of  our  lawful  j.over- 
eign.  constrains  me  to  believe  that  to  reinstate  in  his  Royal  favour,  he  needs 
only  to  be  divested  of  the  unfavorable  in^-pressions  of  America' >  inveterate 
foes,  whose  secret  machinations  evidently  tend  to  disunite  what  when  dis- 
united will  be  no  longer  powerful. 

The  sons  of  freedom  in  New  Hampshire,  I  believe,  sympathi/.e  with  your 
metropolis  in  its  present  distress.  .So  mighty  a  display  of  ministerial  ven- 
geance can  be  accounted  for  only  from  your  noble  efforts  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  oppression.  Any  notices  on  the  present  critical  situation  of  America 
which  you  shall  please  to  favour  me  with  (whether  I  am  or  am  not  a  memi>er 
of  the  next  Assemblv)  shall  be  acknowledged  and  faithfullv  communicatoil 
by 

Gentlemen,  your  Friend  and  Countryman 

John  Wentwortk. 
To  the  Gentlemen,  the  Committee  &c. 
of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts. 
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FIKST   ]'R()VIXCIAL   CONGRESS. 


NOTK    HY   TIIK    KDITOa. 


Tlie  eilitor  is  happy  to  bo  ;iljlt>  to  lay  before  the  readers  ot'  this  volume,  .ui 
account  of  the  (loin2,s  of  this  first  Provincial  Convention  or  €on'j;res3,  iis 
published  in  the  Neio  Hampshire  Gazette,  at  Portsmouth,  July  -jy"'  1774. 
The  copy  was  made  from  the  Gazette,  by  Lory  Odell,  Esii.,  of  Portsmouth, 
and  is  as  follows : 


Province  of  Xew  Hampshire 

At  a  inoeting  of  Dc'iutics  appointed  by  the  several  T<)wiis  in 
this  Province,  lielcl  at  Exeter,  in  the  County  ot"  liockingliani,  21'' 
of  July  1774,  for  tlie  Election  of  Delegates  on  Belialf  of  this 
Province,  to  join  the  General  Congress  proposal. (I) 

Present  Eighty-five  Members. 
The  Hon.  .John  Wentworth,  Es^.  in  the  Cliair. 

It  being  moved  from  the  Chair,  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
send  Delegates  on  the  Part  of  this  Province  to  the  General  Con- 
gress? Resolved  uiiaimnoush/,  that,  under  the  present  Pei'- 
plexed  Situation  of  the  public  Aftairs  of  the  Colonies,  it  is  expe- 
rlient  and  necessary  to  send  such  Delegates  to  the  General  Con- 
gress. 

Voted,  Tliat,  Major  .lohn  Sullivan  and  Col.  Nathaniel  Folsom, 
Estp-s.  be  appointed  and  empowered  as  Delegates  on  the  Part  of 
this  Province,  to  attend  and  assist  in  the  General  Congress  of 
Delegates  from  the  othur  Colonies,  at  such  Time  and  Phice  as 
may  be  appointed,  to  devise  consult  and  adopt  such  Measures  as 
may  have  the  most  likely  Tendency  to  extricate  the  Colonies 
from  theii'  present  Ditfi cullies,  to  secure  and  perpetuate  their 
Rights,  Liberties  and  Piivileges,  and  to  restore  that  Peace,  Har- 
mony an<.l  mutual  Couridence,  which  once  happily  subsisted 
between  the  Parent  Country  and  her  Colonies. 

Voted,  That  two  Hundred  Pounds  lawful  Money,  generously 
contriljuted  by  the  several  Towns,  and  sent  by  their  respective 
Deputies,  agreeable  to  the  Recommendation  of  the  Members  oi 
'die  late  House  of  Representatives,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  that 
nuiy  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  to  defray  the  Ex}>ence  of 
sending  the  Delegates. 

Voted,  That  John  (Tiddings,  Esq.  be  appointe<l  Treasurer  to 

(1)  It  is  a  -siiliioct  i)t  n?5;ret  tliut  die  iiaincs  :>t'  ilie  Dtiuitirs  t.)  this  CDiivoutiou  of  Congress 
c.uiuot  be  found. —Kij. 
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receive  the  same  Money  oi-  any  other,  that  may  be  given  for  that 
Purpose,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Delegates,  and  to  take  their 
Receipts  therefor. 

Voted,  That  tlie  Hon.  .John  Wentwovth,  the  lion.  MesJiech 
Weare,  Colonel  Josiah  Bartlett,  Colonel  Christopher  Top{)ari  and 
John  Pickering-jun.Esqrs.be  a  Committee  in  Behalf  of  the  Depu- 
ties appointed  by  the  several  Towns,  to  give  general  Instructiij^is 
to  the  Delegates  chosen  in  Behalf  of  this  Province  :  That  tlie 
same  Committee  be  invested  with  full  Power,  by  and  in  Behalf  of 
the  Deputies  present,  in  case  one  or  both  the  Delegates  elected, 
should  be  providentially  hindred  from  goiiig  to  the  General  Con- 
gress, to  elect  other  Delegate  or  Delegates  in  his  or  their  Jioom: 
And  that  the  Delegates  shall  account  with  the  Committee  for  the 
M'lney  received. 

Voted,  Unaiiiinoush/,  That  the  Deputies  recommend  it  to  their 
respective  Towns  to  take  into  Consideration  the  distressed  un- 
happy Condition  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  liberally  to  contri- 
bute towards  the  Relief  uf  the  Poor  of  that  T<jwn,  according  to 
the  noble  and  iau<l;',1,)le  Example  of  their  JSister  Colonies. 


Lan'Jhi'j  of  tea  at  Porfs/jioni/i. 
(Copied  iioin  Am.  Ar.  4  -erk':!;,  1774,  Vol.  I.,  p.  4i)^>.  | 

rort&niouth,  Xe\y  Hanipsliiro,  July  1,  1771.  (1) 

La^t  ^aturiiity.  .Juiu;  25"'  arrived  ln-re  Captain  BruiDa  in  a  mast  sliip.  in 
eight  nveks  li-om  London,  and  unluckily  for  this  p!;(Co,  there  were  on  Ijoard 
twenty-^even  chests  of  tiiat  pernicious,  destructive,  troublesome  commodity, 
called  ix<i,  which  for  a  ion'j,'  time  has.  and  still  keeps  the  whole  continent  in\i 
ferment,  the  duty  on  which  operates  in  so  violent  a  manner  ou  the  minds  of 
the  inhahitants.  nut  only  in  the  sea  port  towns,  'out  the  v.diole  country  in 
general,  that  it  will  re.iuire  the  most  cooling  medicines,  and  the  best  skill  of 
thir  ahlest  poUtical  physicians,  to  prevent  the  body  politic  hMm  '4oiii'4  into  con- 
vulsions. However,  upon  it  bein:;  oertiriei!  that'tfure  actually  wm'e  twenty- 
seven  chests  of  tea  consiy;n'H!  to  Edward  Parr>),  Jistiuire.  of  tins  tov,-n.  a 
meeting  of  iho  inl;;-.bitants  oi'  tiie  town  was  immediately  calle-l,  and  a  Special 
committee  chosen  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Pdrr.j  tlie  consii;-n(>e.  to  know  whether 
he  would  consent  to  certain  proposals  which  were  maiie  ro  iiim ;  that  the  tea 
shoulil  not  be  sold  Jiero,  'out  i)e  shipped;  who,  in  a  crenteel  manner  2,ivve  theui 
all  the  roasonaiMe  satisfaction  they  could  desivo,  and  <i  watch  of  twenty-iivo 
men  were  ;ippointed  i)y  the  town  to  watch  two  ilays  and  two  niuhts,  and  the 
third  day  it  was  put  on  board  another  vrssei  and'  sent  <Hit  of  this  harbour 
with  a  fair  wind.  eonnnitt.Hl  to  the  watery  element,  and  hope  in  due  time  the 
owners  will  receiv;'  t'ac  nett  proceeds.  :ind  for  the  future  take  care  how  tliey 
send  any  disagreeable  commodity  to  lliis  Province  with  ;-  duty  thereon. 

Every  transaction  was  conducts!  witli  the  greatest  liecency  and  good  order 
possible,  winch  coul<i  iiave  done  honour  to  any  society.  The  whole  beiu','  of 
one  l:eart  and  one  mind  chat  tlie  tmi  should  2;o  out  of  this  port  auvl  harbour 
immefiiately,  and  not  !i.  landed  in  this  Trovince. 

(1)  'I'lii.-i  iiitirlc  is  suI'I.hmcI  rn  liavc  b,  lmi  ••iil'li-lcd,  liist  in  ifi.-  .\c"-  H<":ri:'i-in-  l!'j:,jtlc, 
,it  P..itsui.,url:,  ..r  .iul.v  1.  1774.—  Kr. 
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E.-itru't  of  a  Letter  from    Gocernor    Wt^iitirorth  to  i'ne  Earl  of 
Dartmouth^  dated  New  ILirnpsfiire,  \th  Jidij^  1774. 

Ir'opie.l  fuMU  App.  Belk.  Hist,  of  N.  II.  Vol.  III.,  p.  :',14-317,  Dover,  ljl-.| 

On  the  2.'S"'  of  Jiiin;,  at  ui'Jiht,  iirrivcil  hen'  tlio  (rrosvenor  mabt-sliip,  frotu 
London,  with  '11  ciiosts  of  hohe;i-tea,  oonsi'jjneJ  to  a  meivhant  in  Ports- 
mouth: somethui!  i-fore  the  arrival  of  the  .ship,  it  was  rcpor'u'rl  that  a  quan- 
tity of  boht-a-tea  wa»  oxpoctcd.  IL'roupon  I  took  clfi-ctual  prtoaution-s  to 
counteract  the  universal  disquiet  of  America  frum  contravcuiu'j;  the  acts  of 
Purliament  in  tili^  instance,  or  destroyim::  the  property.  By  my  <lesire  tln^ 
consignee  wrote  a  letter  to  the  master  of  the  ship,  with  directions  how  to 
proceed  on  his  arrival.  This  letter  I  gave  to  captain  Cojlir.aji  of  his  Majesty'.^ 
ca>tle  W'iKi.vm  and  3Iary.  who  etfected  my  orders  in  rlelivering  it  at  sea.  The 
•yi-^,  heiuLC  Sunday,  uothimi  was  done.  On  the  27'"  the  merchant  and  master 
w<'nt  early  to  the  custom-iiouse,  and  entrnvd  the  ship  and  car.i,'o.  At  noon- 
day the  ships  boats  came  to  tlie  wharf  with  twenty-seven  chests  ^'(  tea.  carts 
we:v  prepiU't'd,  and  the  tea  immediately  carried  to  the  eustom-liouse,  and 
tlicre  stowed,  before  any  of  the  people  coidd  assemble  to  obstruct  it. 

The  town  not  suspecting  any  movement  until  my  return  from  Dover,  a))out 
ten  miles  oif.  wheiv  I  purposely  staid  durini;  this  first  operation  to  secure 
this  event,  winch  L  foresaw  wouidi  lie  carrit  d  quietly,  by  withdrawing;  auspi- 
cion.  hiivinu'  c(;nfide  1  my  plans  to  proper  magistrates,  who  I  km.'W  would  nut 
be  disappointed.  In  the  atternoon  a  town  meeting  w;is  convened  upon  tlio 
occasion.  I  came  to  town  and  passed,  on  horseback  throu:j;h  the  concourse, 
who  treated  me  with  their  usual  kindness  and  respect.  At  the  meeting,  it- 
was  representeti  to  tlie  people,  that  the  tea  being  now  loilged  in  the  custom 
iiouse,  the  question  was  totally  clianged,  that  nothing  could  he  ilone,  but  by 
C0!isent  of,  and  agreement  with  the  merchant.  Th.e  meeting  proceeded  with 
eooiness  and  temper  beyond  almost  my  liope.  It  was  proposed  that  a  com- 
mitree  sh.cidd  be  chosen  and  investeil  with  power  to  treat  with  tlie  merchant. 
In  this  committee  of  eleven  were  many  principal  gentlemen,  discreet  men, 
who  I  knew  det'sted  every  iilea  of  violating  property:  Men  disposed  to  pre- 
vent mischief.  Th.e  town"  also  chose  a  guard  of  Ireeholders,  to  protect  and 
def--n'l  the  custom  iiouse  ;uul  the  tea  from  any  attempt  or  interruiition,  which 
being  sincerely  intended  was  faitlifully  executed.  On  th.e  2S''"  the  consignee 
aO'-'>pted  and  agrecil  to  the  proposals  of  th.e  rommittoe,  to  export  the  tea  to 
any  market  he'ciiose.  upon  condition  the  town  should  ve-ship  xwA  protect  it 
wiiilo  in  the  harbour.  This  they  L:ladly  acceded  to.  and  tin-  tov»n  upon  ad- 
journment conrirmed  the  proc^>edings;  accordingly  tlie  committee  and  the 
oonsign.-^e  togith.-r,  wer;.  at  tlio  eustom-liouse,  whe?-.'  the  duty  was  openly 
HU'i  rr.-nlarly  paid,  and  the  tea  a-^ain  carted  th.rouyl;  th.e  streets  puljlicly  in 
t!v  hiy  time,  with.out  noise,  tumult  or  insult.  About  ;»  o'clock,  p.  .m..  tlire<» 
''iv.ihe'iti'd  mariners  (two  of  tiiem  stranger?)  ('mleavored  to  excite  a  mob,  to 
de>:roy  the  to.i  and  vessel  iiired  to  export  it.  Wh-  reupon  I  sent  for  Coione! 
F  'iiiou  who  irath.ered  a  few  gt-ntlemen.  repaired  to  the  vessel,  and  with  laud- 
a';;  >  .-nirit  v.vA  prudence  tliey  personally  guarded  b^tli  v-.'ssel  and  cargo  iii 
sU'jty'tiil  th.e  next  morning.  On  the  20''"  a.  m..  the  comptrolkn-  of  tlie  Cus- 
t" -ins" informeil  me,  that  these  marines  had.  got  iirums  and  were  assembliu'.: 
thoughtless  people  to  .'estroy  the  tea  and  sloop.  At  the  same  time  I  received 
a  ]t:tor,  Xo.  1,  a  copy  herew'ith  inclosed,  from  the  consignee,  desirini;  my  aid 
an  !  assistance,  to  t;'.ke  posse>sion  of  the  sloop  and  car;,o.  WIk  reupon  I  di- 
re. :edi  tl;e  sheriff  instantly  to  summons  tlie  Coime;!.  and  every  maiiistrat^" 
.111'',  peaootiicer  to  meet  me  forthwith  on  tiie  wliarf  wi-eiv  tlie  vessel  lay, 
d.etermitiinc  to  disperse  any  riotous  attempts,  and  order  the  vessel  to  the 
c.'.stle :  Wiiilo  I  w;>.s  going  oiit  on  this  my  diitv,  a  messenger  came  to  tell  me, 
th;it  some  magiatr.-tes  aiul  two  of  the  council,  Mr.  Warner  wwX  Mr.  Kindge, 
w'iio  h.app."n''d  to  be  in  the  way,  hearing  tlie  noise,  had  repaired  to  tiie  place 
auti  witii  ;u:'.ny  other  freeholders,  silenced  the  drimis.  and  prevailed  on  the 
p.'Ot^lo  to  disperse  without  any  outra'jre.  At  th.is  time  I  received  a  second 
l.n*^!-  ;N'o.  2.  herewith)  Irom  the  consignee,  to  the  same  purport  as  the  tir>t. 
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I  lost  no  time  in  writing  an  order  to  Capt;\in  Cochrane  immediately  to  take 
possession,  defend,  protect,  and  safely  deliver  tlie  said  vessel  and  cargo  to  the 
merchant,  or  to  his  orders;  and  the  sherirt',  John  Parker,  Esq.  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  castle  in  his  absence,  as  will  appear  fully  by  the  enclosure.  No. 
;>.  In  the  evening,  about  half  past  0,  observing  the  wind  to  be  contrary,  I 
dispatcheil  a  second  order  to  Captain  Cocliran.  still  to  continue  in  the  orders 
of  the  mornins.  as  by  the  inclosure  No.  4  These  orders  were  directly  carried 
into  ertect.  with  a  prudence  and  firmness  that  doe.s  honor  to  both  the  otticers. 
On  the  .30'",  the  owner  of  the  sloop,  the  master  and  the  super-cargo,  to  whose 
care  the  consignee  committed  the  lea.  came  on  board,  with  proper  custom- 
house clearances,  and  authority  from  the  consi','nee.  Captain  Cochrane 
examined  the  twenty-seven  cliests  of  tea,  found  them  perfectly  safe  and  in 
good  order;  desired  the  three  last  mentioned  persons  to  exanune  the  same, 
which  they  did  and  then  received  both  vessel  and  cariro  into  their  possession, 
and  forthwith  sailed  for  Halifax.  Mr.  Parker,  the  sheriff,  and  Captain 
Cochran,  returned  to  their  respective  duties,  and  have  made  return  of  tliair 
doings,  on  my  orders,  as  in  the  inclosures,  No.  5  and  (>.  During  these  trans- 
actions, viz.  on  the  evening  of  the  27"'  and  morning  of  tlie  -iS"''  I  told  the 
collector  and  comptroller,  also  the  consignee,  that  if  they  wanted  any  aid  or 
assistance  or  were  appreliensive  of  dang'T,  I  was  ready,  whenever  they  would 
apply  to  me,  and  would  not  only  issue  orders  but  in  person  defend  them; 
that  I  was  confident,  the  magistrates  and  freeholders  would  not  desert  me : 
But  they  would  not  apply,  declaring  they  then  apprehended  no  danger. 


C'opi/  of   a   letter  froni    Governor  Wenttrorth   to   the   Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  dattd  New  Hampshire  the  G"'  of  Juhj  1774. 

[App.  Belk.  Hist.  Vol.  III.,  p.  ^IS.] 

Ma]j  It  plea-ie  uour  Lordship  — 

Upon  hearing  the  committee  of  correspondence,  chosen  by  the  late  Assem- 
bly of  this  Province,  had  issued  letters  to  those  members  to  meet,  this  day  ;u 
tiie  Representative  chamber  in  Portsmouth,  thor3  to  deliberate  and  act.  par- 
ticularly to  choose  delegates  for  a  geuend  American  ( 'ongress,  and  that  some 
of  the  said  persons  were  convened;  I  have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
"i'.is  Majesty  to  use  my  endeavors  to  disperse  and  separate  so  illegal  and  un- 
warrantable an  attempt.  I  have  therefore  convened  his  Majesty's  Council, 
oniered  the  sherilf  to  attend  me,  and  requirina;  their  attendance  on  me,  I 
went  into  the  room,  and  immediately  read  thu  inclosed  speech  to  them ;  atLer- 
wards  I  directed  the  sheriff  to  make  open  proclamation  for  all  persons  to  dis- 
perse and  keep  the  King's  peace,  wliicli  was  done  beibre  they  iiad  entered  on 
any  business,  and  I  expect  will  be  obeyed,  as  this  letter  must  iie  forwarded  by 
express  6G  miles  to  Boston,  and  reach  there  to-night,  in  hopes  to  save  convey- 
ance by  Admiral  Montague.  Whatever  further  may  occur,  I  siiali  take  due 
care  to  tr.msmit  to  your  Lordship  as  soon  as  possible,  all  winch  is  most  hum- 
bly submitted,  dutifully  ln.iping  your  Lordship's  favourable  rt-preseutation  of 
my  best  /.eal,  imremitttii  uili^L-nce  and  tid<dity  in  di.-;charge  of  my  duty,  may 
happily  be  honoured  v/ith  his  Majesty's  approbation.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  witli  the  most  perlect  respect,  itc. 

.J'WF..VTWnnT"'. 


[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4  ser.  Vol.  I.,  pp.  534,  'uo,  TiU.) 

Boston,  July  IL  1774. 
.\t  .a  town  meeting  at  Portsmouth,  last  week  eleven  persons  w«'re  appoiuteii 
as  "  A  Committee  of  Inspection  to  examine  and  find  out  if  any  more  tea  is 
in^.porteii  there,  and  upon  discovery,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  to  the  Town." 
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Extract  of  <i  letter  from   (rovernor  Wentvorth,  to  the   Earl  of 
Dartmouth  dated  Nevi   Hampshire,  1:5"'  J"h/,  177-1. 

[Ap.  I3(;lk.  Hist.  Vol.  III.,  p.  :]l'.t.| 

Tho  convontion  mentioned  in  my  dispatch,  No.  6.3,  immediately  dispcrseu, 
without  attempting  to  t-iiter  into  any  me:i.sup'>i.  Tiio-;e  L:entieini/n  witli  some 
others,  dined  at  a  tavern,  and  then-  in  private  ai^reed  to  recommend  to  the 
;?everal  pari.siies  in  tlie  Province,  tliat  tliey  eiioose  persons  to  meet  at  E.\eter 
on  the  21^'  instant,  lor  the  purpose  of  appointing  delegates  to  attend,  and  be 
part  of  an  American  Congress,  intended  to  assemble  tlie  1*' of  September 
next,  in  Pennsylvania  or  N'ew  Jersey.  The  towns  were  desired  to  collect 
voluntarily,  and  send  by  their  agents'  to  Exeter,  ei-rtain  sums  of  money  in 
proportion  to  their  province-tax,  amounting  to  three  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
to  pay  the  delegates.  It  was  also  recommended  to  the  parishes,  that  the 
14"'  instant  l)e  observed  is  a  day  of  fasting  anil  prayer.  It  is  yet  uncertain 
iiow  far  these  reciuisitions  will  be  complied  with;  but  I  am  apt  to  believe  the 
spirit  of  enthusiasm,  which  generally  prevails  throuLjh  the  colonies,  w'ill  create 
an  oliedience  that  reason  or  religion  would  tail  to  procure. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   Governor   IVentworth,  to  the  Earl  of 
Bartmo^ith,  dated  New  J/anipshire,  August  29"'  1774. 

[App.  Belk.  Hist.  Vol.  III.,  pp.  320-822.] 

Since  my  letter,  No.  64,  the  convention  of  persons  chosen  by  maiiy  towns, 
in  consequence  of  the  invitation  in  that  letter  referred  to,  met  at  Exeter,  and 
elected  Col.  Folsom  and  Major  Sullivan  to  be  delegates  for  this  Province,  at 
the  Congress  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  day  of  September  next. 
The  paper  No.  1,  herewith  inclosed,  is  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to 
those  gentlemen,  and  is  the  Ijest  explanation  of  their  service  and  employ- 
ment that  I  can  obtain.  I  am  informed  that  this  convention  coUecteii  and 
brougiit  I'rom  their  respective  towns  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  guineas, 
which  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  .lohn  (iiddinue.  Esquire,  (who  tlu^y  elected 
Treasurer)  to  defray  the  expense  incurred  by  the  delegates  aforenamed,  who 
set  otT  on  their  journey  to  Philadelphia,  on  the  10"'  instant. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  elected  by  the  late  As.sembly,  and  of 
course  dissolved  with  them,  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  in  the 
Province,  copy  of  which,  and  printed  form  of  the  non-importation  and  non- 
consumption  agreement,  recommended  in  that  letter  and  i-.cconjpanying  it, 
are  herewith  transmitted.  No.  2.  Some  {'^vf  towns  i:enerally  subscribed, 
many  others  totally  rejecteil.  The  committee  appear  coH>cious  that  their 
powers  (if  any  they  ever  hail)  ceased  Avith  the  Assembly  that  elected  them, 
for  they  do  not  date  the  day  of  the  mouth,  '  cause  it  succeeded,  the  dissolu- 
tion; it  is  certain  they  had  not  acted,  nor  even  met  touether  before  that. 

I  think  tlie  Province  is  much  more  moderate  than  any  other  to  the  south- 
ward, althouii'h  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  is  .spread,  and  rei|uires  the  utmost 
vigilance  and  prudence  to  restrain  it  from  violi^nt  rxcess:  this  will  .ippear  by 
the  inclosure,  So.  :],  which  was  carried  nemine  contradictdte  in  this  town, 
upon  an  attempt  some  few  nights  preceding,  by  a  parcel  of  boys  ami  sailors, 
to  insult  a  woman  who  sold  tea.  Since  this  vote,  the  town  has  '.ei-u  per- 
fectly ([uiet;  tliose  who  had  tea  have  sold  it  witliout  molestation.  The  in- 
habitants have  now  almost  universally  discontinued  the  use  of  Bohea  tea, 
and  I  apprehend  will  entirely  within  three  months  of  this  date. 

The  town  clerk  of  Boston,  who  is  said  to  I>e  a  zealous  leader  of  the  popular 
opposition,  has  been  in  this  town  about  a  week;  immediately  appears  a  publi- 
cation  in  the  Sew    Hamp^ildre    Gazette,  (1)  recommending   donations    tor 

(1)  The  publication  licre  referred  to  was  written  l>y  a  jierson  whiini  tlii'  Govienior  did  not 
suspect,  and  the  town  clerk  l\nuw  notliing  ot'  it. 
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Boston  which  have  been  followed  by  a  uotitication  to  convene  in  town 
meetini^,  '  to  grant  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Boston,'  on  the  12"'  of 
of  September  next.  It  is  probable  no  town  grant  will  be  made,  and  the 
meeting  issue  in  appointing  a  committee  to  receive  and  transmit  voluntary 
donations,  which  I  Ijelieve  will  not  aft'ord  much  comfort  to  them,  or  greatly 
credit  the  charitable  munificence  of  the  town-meetings;  grants  are  always 
and  ever  will  be  greater  on  popular  pretences  than  private  subscriptions, 
because  iho^e  that  vote  in  public  pay  l>y  far  the  least  part  of  the  grant:  as  is 
ever  the  case  with  tlie  select-mmi,  who  having  power  over  the  appointment 
of  rates,  probably  do  not  exercise  it  to  their  own  detriment,  and  thence  more 
easily  join  in  facilitating  and  augmenting  such  gitts,  which,  fi-om  the  nature 
of  tlie  office,  they  have  great  influence  upon.  It  is  greatly  to  be  wished,  that 
gentlemen  of  property,  experience  and  educnition,  could  be  persuaded  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  selectmen:  but  it  is  impracticaiile,  if  they  are  disinterested, 
and  without  other  views  than  the  public  good,  it  is  very  laborious  and  un- 
profitable employment :  Ami  as  I  have  nothing  in  my  power  whereby  to 
reward  such  good  men,  they  all  decline,  and  the  interior  regulation  of  the 
capital  falls  into  the  hands  of  those  who  can  sulmiit  to  make  it  worth  their 
attention. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship  of  my  most  taitliful  diligence  in  his 
Majesty's  service;  and  with  the  greatest  deference,  to  hope  for  such  favor- 
able representation  thereof. 

I  am  Are. 

J"Wentwop.tii. 

P.  Ji.  The  inclosiu-e  No.  4,  met  with  very  little  encouragement,  and  ob- 
tained but  few  signers  (except  two  or  three)  who  were  only  among  the  lower 
order  of  people,  who  signed  before  they  were  invited  to,  and  on  the  same 
invitation  would  sign  any  other  paper. 

J'W. 


To   THE   L\IIAI5irANTS   OF   THK    PrOVIM  E   OF    NkW   li AMI'SIIIIIE. 

[App.  Belk.  Vol.  III.,  pp.  ;3:32-.So4,  1812.] 

Iteineiiiber  them  tho.t  ure  in  bonds  as  bouiul  tclth  than,  and  thrm  that  suj'er 
lidversUy,  as  b<iln<j  yourselves  also  hi  the  body. 
Let  us  consider  one  anothtr  to  i>rovoke  to  love  and  to  (juod  v:crks. 

yi\  Dear  BKExunEx, 

Our  late  House  of  Deputies,  which  met  at  Exeter,  having  recommended  it 
to  the  several  towns  in  this  Province,  to  consider  the  distros.'«ed  situation  of 
our  poor  oppressed  Bi-.'thr(!n  in  Boston  wiio  ;ire  suJferingthe  rigor  of  a  cruel 
ami  unjust  act  of  Parliament  which  de^jrives  them  of  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence for  an  indefinite  time,  and  lend  them  what  help  we  can  atibrd,  to  sup- 
port them  in  tiieir  surt'eriiigs :  I  beg  leave  to  lay  Iiefore  you  some  considera- 
tions, which,  may  serve  to  show  you  not  liov/  much  tiiuy  need  (lov  that  your 
own  humanity  must  inform  you)  Init  iiow  mucii  they  d.eserve  yoiu-  assistance. 

The  people  of  that  Town  and  Colony  have  ever  been  remarkable  for  their 
luun.'.nity  and  generosity  to  the  distressei!.  Their  bounty  lias  tseen  extended 
to  Jamaica,  Nevis,  Carolina  and  other  places  wliich  have  suriered  by  tires, 
hurrii-aues,  eartiiquakes  and  other  calamities,  yea,  London  itself  has  experi- 
enced their  kindness,  wlien  by  the  fire  in  lOtJti,  great  numbers  there  were 
redu'jed  to  poverty.  To  their  tender  and  benevolent  hand  this  Province  in 
particular  is  greatly  indebted  if  not  for  its  existence,  yet  certainly  for  it-* 
protection  and  support,  both  in  matters  of  civil  government  and  in  the  furi- 
ous Indian  Wars  .liu'ing  those  Ibrty  years  we  were  uniteil  to  that  Colony. 
The  settlements  ln're  must  have  hv.e\\  Ijroken  up  liad  we  been  left  to  stand 
alou'-,  vexed  as  w<'  were  iiy  intestine  divisions  and  the  want  of  an  orderly 
goverinnent,  labouring  under  poverty,  and  attaeked  by  a  savage  enemy  whose 
tender  mercies  were  crueltv.     The  sense  of  their  k-imhiess  was  most  gnite- 
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fully  expressed  in  a  It'ttor  written  liy  President  Cutts  and  lii.s  (jouncil  in 
1C8U,  to  that  Colony,  upon  the  separation  whicli  then  took  place  by  the  Kind's 
Authority.  .\nd  since  that  time,  every  one  that  is  ac(iuainted  with  the  state 
ot  this  Province,  kiiows  that  it  owes  much  of  its  importanei-  to  the  neidibor- 
hood  of  the  Massachusetts  iiovernmcnt. 

Thouiih  the  town  of  Boston  have  tbeniselves  sutfered  .u'i"<-'i^tly  hy  fires,  and 
hy  the  frequent  spreading:  of  the  small  i)ox  amonu'  them,  yet  thry  liave 
always  been  at  a  i)roiligious  expence  in  supportiii'.;  tin'  poor,  most  of  whom 
are  not  natives  of  the  place,  but  stran.Lcers,  who  have  fallen  in  among  them. 
For  several  jears  past,  as  I  have  it  from  the  be,>,t  authority,  their  annual 
poor's  hill  has  amounted  to  about  two  thousand  pounds  sterlin.g;  besides 
which,  there  is  a  voluntary  quarterly  contribution  f<n-  tlic  poor  at  a  public 
evening  lecture  at  Fanc'uil  Hall. 

Distressed  persons  of  all  sorts  have  ever  found  Boston  the  best  place  to  go 
for  relief.  Prisoners  of  war  have  there  found  tlie  kindest  treatment,  and 
retiu'ned  captives  have  been  received  with  the  tenderest  commiseration.  .Mr. 
Williams  of  Deertield,  in  the  narrative  of  his  captivity,  bears  tliem  this  testi- 
mony. '  The  charity  of  the  whole  coinitry  of  (  anatla.  tliough  moved  with 
'  iloctrine  of  merit,  tloes  not  come  up  to  the  charity  of  Boston  alone,  where 
'notions  of  merit  are  rejected. 

Now,  shall  such  a  people  as  this  sutler  unpitied,  unassisted?  He  who  hath 
established  tliis  rule  '  The  liberal  deviseth  liberal  things,  and  by  liberal 
things  he  shall  stanil.'  has  disposed  the  iiearts  of  our  brethr^'U  in  the  south- 
ern Colonies  to  contribute  handsomely  alreaily,  and  when  the  crops  come  in 
we  expect  they  will  <lo  much  more.  And  shall  not  we,  thoudi  our  ability  is 
but  small  in  proportion  to  theirs,  do  what  we  can  to  enal)le  our  i)rethren 
who  are  foremost  in  the  contiict.  to  maintain  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  by  a  tirm  and  manly  perseverance"?  Will  not  such  communications 
of  charity  strengthen  the  bonds  of  society,  and  endear  us  to  each  other'? 
And  when  a  lirm  union  is  thus  cemented,  happy  in  our  mutual  alfeetion.  in 
the  increased  cultivation  of  our  lands,  in  our  frugality  and  economy,  we  shall 
securely  bid  defiance  to  all  the  enemies  of  our  peace,  and  leave  tins  land  of 
LiBKirrv  a  sacred  legacy  to  posterity. 

'Terra  —  jjotens  armis.  atque  uher»;  ulebje.' 

Amicus  P.vti;i.k, 
[Xo  date.] 


^(irtiiionlh, 


Arrival  of  another  Oanjo  <>f  Tui. 

Krlrnct  of  a  Letter  front  (incernor  W'entvjorth  to  the  Earl  of  Di 
dated  New  Ihunpshire  I'dth  September,  1774. 

[Copied  from  App.  Belk.,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  322-325,  1812.  | 

On  the  8tli  instant,  about  sunset,  arrived  in  the  port  of  Piscataqua  the  Fox 
mast  ship,  having  on  board  oO  chests  of  bohea  tea,  consigned  to  Mr.  Edward 
Parry  of  this  town.  Previous  to  this  arrival  it  had  been  reported  that  such 
an  event  was  expected.  I  therefore  early  instructed  captain  Cochran  of  his 
Majesty's  castle,  William  and  Mary,  in  tliis  Province,  to  remler  all  the  aid 
and  assistance  in  his  power  upon  the  first  applicatian.  as  by  the  copy.  No.  1. 
which  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  to  jour  Lonlship  herewith.  Accordingly  cap- 
tain Cochran,  always  indefatigable  in  his  duty,  went  off  to  the  ship  while  at 
sea  and  protfereil  his  service.  Some  few  days  before  this  arrival,  letters  were 
receivetl  from  London,  mentioning  the  shipping  of  the  tea,  to  sundry  persons 
whence  it  became  very  publick.  A  ship  last  week  arrived  at  Salem  with  a 
(jUantity  of  tea  on  board,  also  confirmed  the  expectation  of  tiie  like  here. 
These  things,  added  to  a  report  from  Salem  that  the  i)eople  would  not  admit 
the  tea  to  be  landed,  entered,  or  pay  the  duty  there,  and  the  enthusiastic  spirit 
of  that  Province  daily  gaining  ;:roimd  both  there  and  here,  notwithstandimi 
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my  utmost  etforts  and  vi.siilauce,  rendered  the  event  of  this  importation  more 
precarious  tlian  the  former,  and  raised  almost  insurmountable  obstacles 
ai;ainst  its  preservation. 

As  soon  as  it  was  gpuendly  known  that  tea  was  arrived  here,  tlie  disquiet 
broke  forth  amoim'  the  populace,  and  at  a  quarter  past  ttu  at  night  I  received 
a  letter.  No.  2.  from  Mr.  Parry,  informing  of  Jiis  windows  being  broken  by  a 
mob.  and  desirins  protection.  At  lialf  past  ten  I  sent  >[r.  M" Donah,  my 
private  secretary,  and  my  brother,  who  happened  to  be  at  my  house,  to  inquire 
of  Mr.  Parry  wliat  was  n^x'i'ssary,  and,  if  any  danger,  to  offer  him  the  pro- 
tection of  my  house,  which  they  <lid;  l)ut  the  attempted  mob  having  sul>- 
sided.  he  saw"  there  was  no  daniicr.  and  remained  quietly  and  safely  in  his 
own  lodgings.  At  three  quarters  past  S)  a.  m.  of  the  !>•''  instant,  Mr.  Parry 
brought  mea  petition  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  praying  the  protection  of 
government,  as  in  the  inclosed  copy.  No.  3.  Whereupon  I  convened  the 
Council  within  an  hour,  and  received  advice  from  them  to  call  in  tlie  Justices 
that  wore  in  town,  and  require  their  execution  of  their  duty,  which  they  with 
laudable  prudence  and  tiruincss  immediately  proceeded  upon,  and  with  desira- 
ble success. 

Mr.  Parry  and  T'aptain  Norman  were  informed  of  these  proceedings,  and 
by  me  told  at  the  Couucil  Board  that  the  Governor.  Council,  and  Magis- 
trates, would,  upon  the  least  notice,  support  and  protect  them  and  their 
property,  and  that  we  should  all  be  iu  readiness.  At  six  p.  m.  I  adjourned 
till  nine  o'clock  next  morning,  and  sent  for  the  Chief  Justice,  Sheriff  and 
Attorney-General  from  Exeter,  where  the  Superior  Ccurt  was  and  is  sitting. 

Also  Mr.  Gilman  and  Waldion  from  Exeter  and  Dover,  to  make  a  full 
Council.  That  nothing  mi^ht  be  wanting  to  execute  the  law,  and  preserve 
the  pu'dic  peace,  the  Council  sat  till  two  o'clock;  and  no  further  application 
made  nor  any  appearance  of  ri<.it  or  violence  whatever.  I  proposetl  to  the 
Council  to  consider  and  advise  me  what  further  was  needful  to  be  done  upon 
the  petition:  this  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  upon,  and  I  ad- 
journed till  Monday,  the  twelfth  instant,  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 

During  this  period,  viz.  the  9"'  and  10=''  instant,  the  town  meetings  were 
agitated.  At  length  a  couunittee  were  chosen  to  consult  with  ^Ir.  Parry  and 
the  Captain,  who  agreed  to  export  the  tea  to  Halifax,  alter  licinu  duly  entered 
and  payinu  the  duty.  About  rive  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  10>'',  Mr.  Parry  and 
C'aptain  Norman  came  to  me  ami  informed  mt^  of  this  agreement,  and  that 
they  were  obliged  to  the  government  for  their  protection,  which  they  imagined 
was  no  longer  necessary  on  this  occasion.  However,  I  .ju<liied  it  prudimt  to 
meet  the  Council  on  the  adjournment,  and  to  have  the  Council  convened 
ai:ain  in  the  afternoon,  as  there  was  a  town  meeting  sitting  and  I  could  not 
be  certain  of  established  (|uiet  till  that  was  over.  The  vessel  with  the  tea 
sailed  the  11"'  instant,  with  a  fair  wind,  for  Halifax,  and  the  town  is  in  peace. 
The  wiiole  proceedings  of  <'ouncil  aflair  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  transmit  to 
your  Lordship  in  the  Paper  No.  4. 

Nofwithstanding.  I  can  still  have  the  pleasure  to  represent  to  j'our  Lord- 
ship that  this  Province  continues  more  moderate  than  any  to  the  southward; 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  truth  re(|uires  me  to  sugsiest,  that  the  the  union  of  the 
cohmies  in  sentinirnt  is  not  divided  nor  lost  in  New  Hampshire,  although 
they  have  hitherto  Incn  prevailed  upon  to  abstain  from  acts  of  general  vio- 
lence and  outrage,  and  the  laws  have  tlieir  course.  How  long  it  will  remain 
so  is  impossible  to  foresee:  I  confess  much  good  may  not  reasonably  be 
counted  upon,  while  the  unhappy  distractions  in  the  Massachusetts  l)ay  gain 
L'round  and  spread  with  such  violence  as  cannot  but  be  extremely  deplored 
by  .-vi'ry  C'lU-iderate  man. 
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Copu  of  Proceedings  of  the   CouncAl  in   Relation  to  the  fore- 
going Ajfair. 

[Copied  from  I'rov.  eV:  \\o\>  I'ap.Ts  in  Secy"  office,  pp.  2l-l'().  | 

ills  Excellency  ordered  to  be  read  the  Petiti<^ii  ol"  Edward 
P;\rry  Es(i.  of  this  day's  Date  setting;-  forth  that  oO  chests  of  Tea 
}ia<l  been  consigned  to  hiui  in  the  ship  Fox,  Za'''  Xornian,  Master, 
just  arrived  from  London,  and  that  he  was  apprehensive  of  D;in- 
ger  to  himself  and  Property  if  he  attempted  to  land  the  said  Tea; 
And  the  said  Petition  being  read  it  Laid  l)efore  the  Board  f^-)r  their 
consideration  his  Exc''  asked  the  advice  of  the  Council  thereupon; 
who  after  Inquiry  &.  Deliberation  of  the  subject  of  .said  Petition 
did  advise  that  tlie  Magisti-ates  of  the  Town  ])e  fortliwith  con- 
vened before  the  I-Joard  and  that  they  be  enjoined  to  exert  thein- 
selvos  to  preserve  the  Peace  &  good  order  of  the  Town,  and 
especially  that  they  be  active  in  affording  their  aid  and  a.ssistance 
to  protect  the  person  ami  property  of  the  said  Mr.  Parry  the 
jKnitioner  by  .all  legal  means  whatsoever  in  their  power,  from  the 
Detriment  ct  violence  which  he  aji[>reheiids  to  receive  from  the 
Pcojdc. 

In  consequence  of  this  Resolution  of  Council,  llunking  Went- 
worth,  John  Newmarch,  SanV  Penhallow  &  John  P^enton,  Esqr" 
M;'igistrates  of  this  Town  being  immediately  sent  for  appeared 
before  the  Board,  and  the  ai)p]ication  of  the  Petitioner  was  com- 
municated to  them,  and  likewise  tlie  Resolution  of  the  Board 
upon  the  matter,  and  they  were  enjoined  by  his  Excell''  tlie  Gov- 
crnm-  to  an  active  Execution  of  their  Duty  in  conformitv  thereto. 

Ufion  further  consideration  ot  Mr.  Pai'i-y's  Petition  it  appear'd 
to  the  Board  by  the  Evidence  of  John  Cochran,  Esq'  commander 
of  William  &  Mary  Castle  &  Mr.  Geo.  King,  Pilot  in  the  Harbour 
of  Portsmoutli,  tliat  the  shi]»  Fox  was  moored  in  Piscataway 
River  near  the  shore  of  the  Massachusetts  governnxent  without 
the  limits  of  this  Province.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  & 
Council  sent  for  Mr.  P.arry  the  Petitioner  &  the  C.apt"  of  the  said 
.-iiujt  Fox,  and  acquaints i  them  with  the  proceeiliiigs  of  the 
Board  upon  the  Petition,  .and  that  they  would  give  them  every 
a.-sistance  tlie  Government  afforded  for  their  Protection,  in  case 
of  need  desired  them  to  apply  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  Town. 
And  further  acquainted  that  any  violence  attempted  .against  the 
ship  &  Tea  while  they  were  in  the  Massachusetts  government 
would  be  out  of  the  Jurisdiction  ot  the  Magistr.ites  of  this  Prov- 
ince. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire,  September  the  \'l:   1774. 

We  being  ap))ointeil  by  his  Majesty's  Council  on  S.iturday  the 
10'"  Inst,  to  consider  &  report  to  thi.s  Board  upon  his  Excellency's 
proposition  to  the  Council,  "  What  further  Proceedings  were 
r.ecessary  to  be  held  upon  the  Petition  of  Edward  Parry  Esq. 
530 w  before  the  Board,"  We  beg  leave  to  report :    That  no  further 
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apjilication  or  Intonnation  having  been  laid  beibre  tliis  Board 
wliicli  has  been  kept  convened  togeatliev  in  the  Council  Chamber 
bv  hi«;  Excellency  the  Govern""  in  readiness;  to  receive  any  suoli  on 
Frydav  ct  Satni-day  'til  2  o'clock  p.  s:.  &  from  thence  by  ad- 
journni'  to  this  Day  at  Id  o'clock,  a.  m.  troni  thence  til  4  o'clock 
p.  it. 

We  are  ot  o|iinion  that  the  Directions  given  to  the  iiiaLi'ist rates 
ot  tlie  Town  by  his  Excellency  by  a<lvice  of  Cosincii  &  coiumu- 
lucated  to  the  said  Edwai'd  Parry  Es(['"  have  been  eftectual  to  the 
Preservation  of  the  Person  &  Pro])erty  ot  the  said  Edward 
Parry.  The  Committee  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  th.e  in- 
formation laid  before  the  Board  this  morning  by  his  P'xcellency 
the  Governor,  that  the  said  Edward  Parry  &,  Capt.  Norman  (the 
person  mentioned  in  the  Petition)  had  Personally  waited  on  him 
on  Saturday  at  o  o'clock  r>.  >[.  ^fe  informed  his  Excellency  that  tiie 
>.hip  Fox  was  remo\'ed  into  this  Province,  that  they  had  no  occa- 
sion for  any  further  aid  or  assistance  of  the  Governm'  relative  to 
the  Petition  of  the  said  Ed''  Parry  for  that  the  Tea  therein  men- 
tioned had  been  legally  entered  &  paid  his  Majesty's  Dutys  at  th.e 
Custom  House  in  this  Town  &  were  by  them  stii[)]'ing  tor  exp^-r- 
tation  to  Halifax,  and  that  Capt"  Xorman  retnvn"<l  thanks  to  thf 
Govern"' and  Council  for  iheir  ready  it  ]")orsevering  intei position 
in  the  Prendses. 

The  Comnuttee  ujkju  ci:<{uiry  concei-niiig  lln-  Insult  crniplair.ed, 
ot  by  the  s''  Edward  Parry  in  his  Petition,  lie  iiaving  hitherto 
otiered  no  proot  thereof,  are  of  opinion  th;  t  it  is  more  Probal:)le 
the  sipiares  <')t  glass  broken  in  his  Lodging  l)y  some  unadvised 
Person  or  Persons  unknown  would  have  haiiviened  had  ilr.  Parrv 
been  absent  ife  therefore  not  Intended  to  injure  him,  auTi  that  the 
Town  ot  Poi'tsm"  have  liorn  ]u;l)lick  Testimony  oi  their  disappro- 
bation of  all  violence  ifc  liots  v/hatever  by  their  Seleetmens  Direc- 
tions to  have  the  Winih 'Ws  afores''  tortliwith  fully  rej/air'd  on  the 
Town's  cost  —  Also  that  the  mob  suggested  did  not  cxceeii  a 
suddain  gathering  ot  a  \ery  few  persons,  chietly  boys  &;  Negri-es, 
which  ceased  l)efore  'Mi:  Parry  made  any  application  it  withotit 
any  Damage  except  the  breaking  the  glass  aforesaid,,  if  that  was 
done  by  them,  of  which  there  is  no  pi-oof. 

The  Petitioner  not  having  exhibited  any  copies  <Ft  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Town  ^f  Po}-tsm''  referred  to  in  his  Petition  &  none 
liaving  been  in  an}'  mode  lietbre  this  Bo;ird  ife  tlie  Prayer  of  tiie 
Petition  having  been  alfected  relative  to  the  Petitioner  and  his 
Property,  &  tlie  Town  still  continuing  in  perfect  Peace  &  Quiet- 
jiess,  tlie  Comnuttee  are  of  0])i)inion  for  the  rer.sons  afore  recited 
that  no  further  Proceedings  are  necessary  or  jirofK-r  n]>on  t'.e 
iVtition  o!  the  said  Edwanl   ]*arry. 

Which  is  Humbly  Submitted 

Theodore  Atkinson'  ) 
.loNATHAX  Warxkr      •  Coiriinittee. 
IJaxiet.  Ro<;krs  ) 
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Frances    Toion  Jiesolves. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4^"  Ser.  Vol.  I.,  p.  887.]     ^ 

Province  of  New  Hampshin?, 

County  of  Hillsborough,  Oct.  21.  1774. 

Wo  the  subscribers,  beiii-i  Iiiluibitants  of  Frances  Town,  having  taken  into 
our  most  serious  consideration  the  alarming  affairs  of  tliis  C'oimtry  at  the 
present  day,  do  most  tirmly  enter  into  the  following  Resolutions,  viz. : 

1"*'.  That  we  will  at  all  times  defend  our  liberties  and  privileges,  both  civil 
and  religious,  even  to  the  risk  of  our  fortunes;  and  will  not  only  dis.approve 
of,  but  wholly  despise  such  persons  as  we  have  just  and  solid  reasons  to  think 
wish  us  deprived  of  the  same. 

2'"'  Resolved,  That  we  do  abhor  and  abominate  all  oppressive  Acts  of  per- 
sons in  power,  whether  Majistrate  or  officer,  whereby  the  poor  are  dis- 
tressed, are  unlawfully  robbed  of  their  properties  in  any  unjust  manner 
whatever;  and  we  will  always  endeavor  to  treat  them  with  suchineglect  and 
contempt  as  they  justly  deserve. 

.■3''  Resolved,  That  we  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  assist  the  Civil  Magis- 
trates due  execution  of  their  offices  at  the  risk  of  our  hves ;  And  will  at  all 
times  show  our  disapprobation  of  all  unlawful  proceedings  of  unjust  men 
congregating  together  as  they  pretend  to  maintain  their  liberties,  and  even 
trample  under  foot  the  very  law  of  liberty,  and  wholly  destroy  that  law  our 
whole  land  lirmly  wish  and  desire  to  maintain.     And  we, 

4''»'y  Resolved,  They  are  bold  despisers  of  Law,  and  that  their  proceedings 
directly  tend  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  regxUarity  and  good  order  among 
hU  Majesty's  good  sui)jects  in  this  land. 

John  Quigly  Nathan  Fisher  Thos.  McLaughlin 

Oliver  Holmes  Daniel  Clark  Asa  Lewis 

Samuel  Nutt  William  Holmes  Charles  Mellon 

Thomas  Quigley  William  McMasters  .John  Balcli 

Samuel  Nicols  Zachariah  Whiting  William  Quigly 

David  Gregg  Hugh  Montgomery  Thomas  Quigly,  jr. 

William  Stanett  Adam  Dickey  James  Fisher. 

Robert  Fulton.  Peter  Christy. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from   Governor  Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of 
DartmoutJi^  dated  New  Hampshire  15""  November;  1774. 

[App.  Belk.  Vol.  m.,  p.  325,  1812.] 

At  an  adjournment  of  a  town  meeting  in  Portsmouth,  in  October  last, 
fifty-two  voters  reconsidered  a  vote  of  fifty-six  voters  in  a  previous  meeting,. 
"  not  to  grant  the  town  monies  for  a  donation  to  Boston ;  but  that  a  volun- 
tary subscription  be  opened  for  that  purpose."  This  lesser  number  granted 
two  hundred  pound  proclamation  money,  which  is  near  four  times  their 
Province  tax. 

They  also  proceeded  to  choose  a  committee  of  forty-five  persons,  chiefly 
out  of  the  number  there  present,  and  stile  themselves,  "  A  committee  ot 
Ways  and  Means."  I  hear  one-half  the  number  refused  to  act.  The  re- 
mainder convened  together  and  prevailed  on  Mr.  Wentworth,  an  old  gentle- 
man of  seventy-eight  years,  (1)  and  lately  extremely  impaired  by  recent 
epileptic  tits,  to  be  their  chairman.  General  Gage  having  desired  me  to  fur- 
nish some  carpenters  to  build  and  prepare  quarters  for  his  Majesty's  troop* 
in  Boston,  the  carpenters  there  being  withdrawn,  and  the  service  much  dis- 

(1)  TIlu  "old  gentleman"  watt  Hou.  Hiuiking  Wentworth,  uncle  of  tbe  Oovemor.— Ed. 
27 
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tressed;  I  immediately  engaged  and  sent  him  a  party  of  able  men,  which 
arrived  to  the  General,  and  are  very  useful.  However,  this  committee  con- 
sidered it  as  very  obnoxious,  and  chose  a  sub-committee  from  among  their 
acting  members,  to  draw  up  resolves  relative  to  this  matter,  which  I  am  in- 
formed they  did.  and  were  accordingly  published  in  the  inclosed  New  Hamp- 
shire Gazette,  No.  940,  which  excited  the  designed  madness  through  the 
interior  part  of  the  Province,  and  solely  gave  rise  to  the  proceedings  at 
Rochester,  as  published  in  the  Gazette,  No.  942,  herewith  transmitted. 
Indeed,  bad  not  the  Rochester  committee  acted  with  great  prudence,  and 
consented  to  call  Mr.  Austin  before  them,  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended  very 
essential  outrages  would  have  been  committed  on  his  estate,  and  his  person 
endangered  through  the  violence  of  a  deluded  populace.  From  these 
motives  only  were  tliose  three  gentlemen  in  Rochester  prevailed  on  to  act  in 
a  business  the  whole  of  which  they  publicly  disapproved,  but  had  not  power 
to  suppress.  During  these  agitations  Captain  Holland,  by  desire  of  Brigadier 
General  Robinson,  had  purchased  some  blankets  for  the  army.  The  commit- 
tee forbad  him  to  ship  any,  and  he  immediately  sent  them  all  to  my  house 
for  safety,  whence  I  directly  shipped  them  for  Boston,  and  they  are  safely 
delivered.  In  the  counties  of  Hillsborough  and  Cheshire  I  have  heard  there 
have  been  several  reprehensible  violences  committed,  under  popular  pretence 
of  Liberty;  nevertheless  I  took  such  measures,  that,  I  am  informed,  by  the 
majistrates  of  those  counties,  the  difficulties  begin  to  subside.  But  I  cannot 
flatter  myself  with  any  reasonable  hopes  of  the  legal  establishment  of  the 
powers  of  government  in  this  Province,  until  they  are  effectually  restored  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay.  I  have  been  successful  in  prevailing  on  soldiers 
deserted  from  the  King's  troops  at  Boston,  to  return  to  their  duty,  through 
the  spirited  and  prudent  activity  of  M^jor  Thompson  (1)  a  militia  officer  of 
New  Hampshire,  whose  management,  the  General  writes  me,  promises  fur- 
ther success.  The  town  of  Exeter  have  followed  the  example  of  Portsmouth 
and  granted  one  hundred  pounds  to  Boston,  and  I  apprehend  many  other 
towns  will  do  the  like. 


Documents  relating  to  the  Transactions  above  mentioned. 
Sending  Artificers  to  General  Gage. 

[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4''»  Sen,  Vol.  I,  p.  074. J 

Rochester,  New  Hampshire,  Nov.  11.  1774. 

On  Tuesday,  the  eighth  instant,  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  at  this 
place,  at  the  desire  of  a  number  of  people,  wrote  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Austin,  of 
Middletown,  to  attend  tliem  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Stephen  Weutworth,  it 
being  suspected  that  he  was  employed  in  procuring  artificers  at  Wolfes- 
borough  &.C.  to  go  to  Boston  to  build  Barracks  for  the  soldiery  tiiere.  Mr. 
Austin  accordingly  waited  upon  them,  and  the  charge  in  some  measure  being 
proved  against  him,  he  was  obliged  on  his  knees,  as  nothing  less  would  sat- 
isfy, to  make  the  following  confession,  viz. 

"  Before  this  company  I  confess  I  have  been  aiding  and  assisting  in  sending 
men  to  Boston  to  build  Barracks  for  the  soldiers  to  live  in,  at  which  you  have 
reason  justly  to  be  offended,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  and  humbly  ask  your  for- 
giveness; and  I  do  affirm,  that  for  the  future,  I  never  will  be  aiding  or  assist- 
ing in  any  wise  whatever  in  act  or  deed,  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Country,  as  witness  my  hand. 

Nicholas  Austen." 

<1)  See  notice  of  Major  Benjamin  Thompson,  afterwards  Count  Rumford,  in  Potter's  Mil. 
Hist.  Adj.  Gen.  Rep.  1866,  Vol.  II.,  p.  262.  Also  Bouton's  Hist.  Concord,  pp.  263-M.  57(»- 
71.    Memoir  of,  by  George  E.  EUis,  Boston,  1871. 
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Major  Benjamin  Thompson. 

[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4«>  Ser.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  047.] 

The  Petition  of  Benjamiu  lliompson  Esq.  of  Concord,  in  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  humbly  sheweth  — 

Tliat  on  Monday  the  W^  instant,  your  petitioner  was  taken  up  and  con- 
fined in  tliis  town  [VVoburn,  Ms.]  upon  suspicion  of  beini?  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  this  Country;  and  that  in  consequence  of  his  being  taken  up,  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Town,  after  having  given  publick  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  hearing,  and  desired  all  persons  that  could  give  evi- 
dence to  attend,  proceeded  to  an  examination  ot  the  afl'air,  agreeable  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress.  But  as  no  person 
appeared  to  lay  anything  of  consequence  to  his  charge,  and  as  the  Committee 
•were  not  pleased  either  to  acquit  or  condemn  hira;  and  as  his  own  personal 
safety,  as  well  as  the  quiet  and  satisfaction  of  the  publick,  but  more  especially 
of  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  depends  on  his  having  an  acquittance  after 
the  most  publick,  thorough  and  impartial  examination,  your  petitioner 
humbly  prays  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  would  be  pleased  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration,  and  examine  the  same;  and  that  they  would  l)e 
pleased  to  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  hearing,  not  only  to  the 
people  of  New  Hampshire,  and  others  that  are  in  the  ai-my  at  Cambridge, 
or  elsewhere,  but  also  that  the  publick  in  general,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Concord,  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  adjacent 
Towns  in  particular,  be  desired  to  attend  or  send  depositions  of  what  they 
kTiow  relative  to  the  affair.  And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray,  &c. 

Benj.  TnoMP30>r. 
[No  date.] 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from    Governor  Wentworth,  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  dated  New  Hampshire,  December  2,  1774. 

[App.  Belk.  Vol.  HI,  p.  327,  1812.] 

Tlie  forming  a  Continental  Congress  was  so  universally  adopted  by  the 
other  Colonies,  that  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  this  Province  from  joining 
therein,  and  accepting  the  measures  recommended,  which  are  received  impli- 
citly. So  great  is  the  present  delusion,  that  most  people  receive  them  as 
matters  of  obedience,  not  of  considerate  examination,  whereon  they  may 
exercise  their  own  judgment.  Accordingly  on  their  first  publication,  the  act- 
ing part  of  the  committee  mentioned  in  my  dispatch,  No.  69.  tbrbad  an  ex- 
portJilion  of  fifty  sheep,  the  iidventure  of  a  ship-master,  bound  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  caused  Iiim,  at  some  loss,  to  dispose  of  his  sheep,  and  unlade  the 
provision  made  for  them. 

This  day  the  Provincial  committee  nominated  at  Exeter  by  the  electors  of 
the  delegates  to  the  Congress,  have  published  their  mandate,  herewith 
enclosed,  for  a  general  submission  to  the  resolves  of  the  Congress,  signed  by 
their  chairman,  who  was  speaker  in  the  late  General  Assembly. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  the  Colonies  had  pursued  the  mode  of  representa- 
tion your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  mention.  At  present,  I  apprehend,  the 
respective  Assemblies  will  embrace  the  tirst  hour  of  tlioir  meeting,  formally 
to  recognize  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress,  and  if  they  shoul  1  superadd 
it  will  not  probably  be  less  violent  than  the  eximplo  which  will  be  their 
O'andatiou. 
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Seizure  of  Fort  William  and  Mary  at  JSfeio  Castle, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wentworth  to  General  Gage,  dated  litli  of 

December,  1774. 

[App.  Beik,  Vol.  m.,  p.  328,  1812.] 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Sib  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  with 
the  letter  trom  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  were  both  delivered  to  me  on 
Monday  evening  last  by  Mr.  Whiting. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  I  am  called  upon  by  my  duty  to  the  King,  to 
communicate  to  your  Excellency  a  most  unhappy  atfair  perpetrated  here  this 
day. 

Yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  Paul  Revere  arrived  in  this  town,  express  from 
the  committee  in  Boston  to  another  committee  in  this  town,  and  delivered 
his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cutts,  merchant  of  this  town,  who  immediately 
convened  the  committee  of  which  he  is  one,  and  as  I  learn,  laid  it  before 
them.  This  day  before  any  suspicions  could  be  had  of  their  intentions, 
about  four  hundred  men  were  collected  together,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  his  Majesty's  Castle,  William  and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  this  harbour, 
and  forcibly  took  possession  thereof;  notwithstanding  the  best  defence  that 
could  be  made  by  Captain  Cochran  (whose  conduct  has  been  extremely 
laudable,  as  your  Excelleny  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter  ft-om  him)  and  by 
violence  carried  away  upwards  of  100  barrels  of  powder  belonging  to  the 
Bang,  deposited  in  the  castle.  I  am  informed  that  expresses  have  been  circu- 
lated through  the  neighboring  towns,  to  collect  a  number  of  people  to-mor- 
row, or  as  soon  as  possible,  to  carry  away  all  the  cannon  and  arms  belonging 
to  the  castle,  which  they  will  undoubtedly  ert'ect,  unless  some  assistance 
should  arrive  from  Boston  in  time  to  prevent  it.  This  event  too  plainly 
proves  the  imbecility  of  this  government  to  carry  into  execution  his  Majes- 
ty's order  in  Council,  for  seizing  and  detaining  arms  and  ammunition 
imported  into  this  Province,  without  some  strong  ships  of  war  in  this  har- 
bour: Neither  is  the  Province  or  custom  house  treasury  In  any  degree  safe; 
if  it  should  come  into  the  mind  of  the  popular  leaders  to  seize  upon  them. 

The  principal  persons  who  took  the  lead  in  this  enormity  are  well  known. 
Upon  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  this  mischief  originates  from  the 
publishing  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter,  and  the  King's  oi-der  in  Council  at 
Rhode  Island,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military  stores  from  Great 
Britain,  and  the  proceedings  in  that  Colony  in  conse'iuence  of  it,  which  have 
been  published  here  by  the  forementioned  Mr.  Revere,  and  the  dispatch 
brought,  before  which  all  was  perfectly  quiet  and  peaceable  here.     I  am.  &c. 

(Signed)  J' Wentworth. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cochraru,  ,Comtnander  of  Fort 
William  and  Mary,  in  New  Hampshire,  to  Governor  Went- 
worth, dated  the  14^A  of  December,  1774. 

[App.  Belk.,  Vol.  m.,  p.  330,  1812.  | 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  yesterday,  and  in  obedience  thereto 
kept  a  strict  watch  all  night,  and  added  two  men  to  my  usual  number,  being 
all  I  could  get.  Nothing  material  occurred  till  this  day  one  o'clock,  when  I 
was  informed  there  was  a  number  of  people  coming  to  take  possession  of  the 
Fort,  upon  which,  having  only  five  effective  men  with  me,  I  prepared  to  make 
the  best  defence  I  could,  and  pointed  some  guns    to  those  places   where  I 
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expected  they  would  enter.  About  three  oclock  the  Fort  was  beset  on  all 
sides  by  upwards  of  four  hundred  men.  I  told  them,  on  their  peril,  not  to 
enter:  They  replied  they  would.  I  immediately  ordered  three  four  pounders 
to  be  fired  on  them,  and  then  the  small  arms,  and  before  we  could  be  ready 
to  fire  again,  we  were  stormed  on  all  (|uarters,  and  they  immediately  secured 
lioth  me  and  my  men,  and  kept  us  prisoners  about  one  hour  and  a  half, 
'lurini;  which  time  they  broke  open  the  powiler-house,  and  took  all  the 
powder  away  except  one  barrel,  and  having  put  it  into  boats  and  sent  it  otf, 
ilipy  released  me  from  my  confinement.  To  which  can  only  add,  that  I  did 
idl  in  my  power  to  defend  the  fort,  but  all  my  efforts  could  not  avail  against 
so  gre.at  a  number. 

(Signed)  I  am  your  Excellency's,  Ac. 

John  Cochran. 


To  Lieut.  John  Beck  —  greeting  — 

You  are  to  Notify  &  Warn  all  the  Commission  oflBcers  of  the  said  first 
Eegm'  of  militia  in  this  his  Majesty's  Pro:  of  New  Hamp"'  that  are  at  Present 
within  the  Town  of  Portsm"  to  attend  on  me  at  my  Dwelling  House  or  at  tlie 
f/Ouncil  Chamber,  &  this  without  Delay  there  to  receive  such  further  orders 
as  may  Issue. 

I  am  y''  friend  &c. 

A".  Col,  of  the  P'  Regim'. 
Portsm"  Xbr,  15,  1774  —  7  o'ck  a.  m. 

Indorsed  —  "  Decemb^  15,  1774, 
Summous  to  the  officers  of  y«  1**'  Regiment  to 
attend,  &c. 


Soldiers  called /or. 
[Copied  from  MS.  Corr.  Vol.  III.,  p.  337.] 

Province  of  New  Hamp' 

To  Capt.  John  Dennet  &  the  Commission  officer  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire : 

Gentlemen  — 

You  are  without  Delay  out  of  your  several  Companies  to  Enlist  or  Impress 
Tliirty  effective  men  to  serve  his  Majesty  as  a  Guard  &  Protection  to  his 
Fort  William  &  Mary  at  New  Castle  and  make  return  Imediately  to  me  of 
your  doings  therein  with  the  Names  of  the  Persons  so  inlisted  &c.  that  Pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  their  being  regularly  placed  in  the  said  Garrison,  for 
all  which  this  is  your  Warrant. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  friend  &c. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Majf  Gen'. 
Dated  at  Portsm"  in  the  15^*'  of 
Decem'^  1774  12  o'clock  at  noon. 

Indorsed  on  the  back  of  the 

foregoing  order  is  the  following — 

Pursuant  to  the  within  Warrant  we  have  Paraded  the  streets,  caused  the 
Drums  to  be  Boat,  ^Sc  Proclamation  to  be  made  at  all  the  Publick  comers,  & 
on  the  Place  of  Parade,  no  Person  appearing  to  Enlist  we  wait  for  further 
orders. 

John  Dennet      (    Commanding 
James  Stoodley  j  Officers. 

Portsmouth,  15  December 
0  o'clock,  p.  M. 
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Portsmouth    Volunteers. 
[Copied  from  "  Belk.  Papers,"  p.  301.] 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  desirous  of  attaining  the  Military  Art,  do  agree 
on  the  followiug  Rules  and  Regulations,  viz. 

1st.  That  we  will  meet  at  some  place  that  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  Com- 
pany, every  Monday  and  Thursday  evening,  tor  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

2d.  That  on  the  first  Monday  evening  of  every  month,  (after  the  exercise 
is  over)  we  will  choose  a  proper  person  to  instruct  and  preside  over  the  Com- 
pany, also  a  Clerk,  and  any  other  Officers  that  may  be  judged  necessary. 

3d.  That  we  will  pay  obedience  and  strict  attention  to  such  as  we  shall 
appoint  from  time  to  time  to  instruct  and  command  the  Company. 

Portsmouth,  December  20,  1774. 

April  6th,  1775  —  The  Company,  taking  into  consideration  the  shortness  of 
the  evenings,  and  their  numbers  being  so  much  increased  that  it  is  incon- 
venient to  exercise  any  longer  within  doors;  therefore. 

Voted,  That  after  the  10th  day  of  April  instant,  we  will  meet  on  the  parade 
or  some  other  convenient  place,  on  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings,  pre- 
cisely at  sunrise. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Hall  Jackson,  Messrs.  James  Sheafe,  George  Hart,  George 
Gains,  and  Jeremiah  Libby,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  Honourable 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  to  which  we  belong,^ 
and  request  the  favour  of  him  to  grant  us  liberty  to  beat  a  drum  to  call  the 
Company  together;  and  also  to  present  to  him  a  copy  of  our  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, that  he  may  be  convinced  that  we  are  not  a  Company  detached  from 
his  regiment  and  command. 

Attest:  J.  Libby,  Clerk. 

Portsmouth,  April  7,  1775. 


Copy  of  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wentworth  to 
Governor  Gage,  dated  Portsmouth^  yew  Ham,pshire,  the  16"^ 
of  December,  1774. 

[App.  Belk.  Vol.  lU.,  p.  331,  1812.] 

On  Wednesday  last  after  12  o'clock,  an  insurrection  suddenly  took  place  in 
town  and  immediately  proceeded  to  his  Majesty's  castle,  attacked,  overpow- 
ered, wounded  and  confined  the  Captain,  and  thence  took  away  all  the  Kiu2:'s 
powder.  Yesterday  numbers  more  assembled,  and  last  night  brought  otF 
many  cannon,  ifec,  and  about  sixty  muskets.  This  day  the  town  is  full  of 
armed  men,  who  refuse  to  disperse,  but  appear  determined  to  complete  the 
dismantling  the  fortress  entirely.  Hitherto  the  people  abstain  from  private 
or  personal  injuries;  how  long  they  will  be  so  prevailed  on.  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  I  most  sincerely  lament  the  prest^nt  distractions  which  seem  to  have 
burst  forth  by  means  of  a  letter  from  William  Cooper  to  Samuel  Cutts,  deliv- 
ered here  on  Tuesday  last,  p.  m.,  by  Paul  Revere.  I  have  not  time  to  add 
further  on  this  melancholly  subject. 

P.  S.  The  populace  threaten  to  abuse  Colonel  Fenton,  (1)  because  he  has  ta 
them  declared  the  folly  of  tiieir  conduct,  and  that  he  will  do  his  duty  aa  a 
justice  in  executing  the  laws.  They  will  never  prevail  on  him  to  retract,  if 
all  the  men  in  the  Province  attack  him.  If  I  had  had  two  hundred  such 
men,  the  castle  and  all  therein  would  yet  have  been  safe.  At  this  moment 
the  heavy  cannon  are  not  carried  ofi',  but  how  soon  they  may  be,  I  cannot 
say. 

(I)  S€«  further  in  relation  to  Col.  Fenton,  under  date,  May  23 ,  1775.— Ed. 
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Extracts  of  Letters  to  Gentlemen  in  New  York. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,4«i  Sen  Vol.  I.,  pp.  1042-3.] 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Dec''  16,  1774. 

We  have  been  in  confusion  here  for  two  days,  on  account  of  an  express 
from  Boston,  informing  that  two  Regiments  were  coming  to  take  possession 
of  our  Fort;  by  beat  of  drum,  two  hundred  men  immediately  assembled  and 
went  to  the  Castle,  in  two  gondolas,  who  on  their  way  were  joined  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  more,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  Fort,  which 
Captain  Cochran  refused,  and  fired  three  Guns,  but  no  lives  were  lost;  upon 
which  they  immediately  scaled  the  walls,  disarmed  the  Captain  and  his  men, 
took  possession  of  ninety-seven  barrels  of  Powder,  put  it  on  board  the  Gon- 
dolas, brought  it  up  to  Town  and  went  off  with  it  some  distance  into  the 
country.  Yesterday  the  town  was  full  of  men  from  the  country,  who 
marched  in  in  form,  chose  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  Governor,  who  assured 
them  he  knew  of  no  such  design  as  sending  Troops,  Ships,  &c.  This  morn- 
ing I  hear  there  is  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  men  on  their  march  to 
town.  The  Governour  and  Council  sat  yesterday  on  the  attair,  and  are  now 
meeting  again.  The  men  who  came  down,  are  those  of  the  best  property 
and  note  in  the  Province. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  December  17,  1774. 

On  Wednesday  last  a  Drum  and  fife  pervaded  the  streets  of  Portsmouth, 
accompanied  by  several  Committee-men,  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  publickly 
avowing  their  intention  of  taking  possession  of  Fort  William  and  Mary,  which 
was  garrisoned  by  six  invalids.  After  a  great  number  of  people  had  collected 
together,  they  embarked  on  board  scows,  boats,  &c.  entered  the  Fort,  seized 
the  Gunpowder,  fired  off  the  Guns,  and  carried  the  Powder  up  to  Exeter,  a 
Town  fifteen  miles  distant.  The  quantity  was  about  two  hundred  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty  barrels;  the  day  after,  while  the  Governor  and  Council 
were  assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber,  between  two  and  three  hundred 
persons  came  from  Durham,  and  the  atljoining  Towns,  headed  by  Major 
Sullivan,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Congress;  they  drew  up  before  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  demanded  an  answer  to  the  following  <iuestion: 
Whether  there  were  any  ships  or  troops  expected  here,  or  if  the  Governour 
had  wrote  for  any?  They  were  answered  that  his  Excellency  knew  of  no 
forces  coming  hither,  and  that  none  had  been  sent  for;  upon  which  they 
retired  to  the  Taverns  ami  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  a  large  party 
repaired  to  the  Fort,  and  it  is  said  they  carried  away  all  the  small  arms.  This 
morning  about  sixty  horsemen  accoutred,  came  into  Town,  and  gave  out  that 
seven  hundred  more  were  on  their  marcii  to  Portsmouth,  trora  Exeter,  (Green- 
land, Xew  Market,  &c.  and  would  be  in  that  Town  by  eleven  o'clock;  their 
intentions,  it  is  suspected,  is  to  dismantle  the  Fort,  and  throw  the  Cannon, 
consisting  of  a  fine  train  of  42-pounders,  into  the  sea. 


Province  of  Xew  Hampshire. 

A  Proclamation  by  the  Governor. 

[Copied  from  printed  Proclamation,  in  MS.  Corr.,  Vol.  IIL,  p.  334.] 

Whereas  several  Bodies  of  Men  did,  in  the  day  time  of  the  14"^'  and  in 
the  Ni-ht  of  the  l.j'*^  of  this  Instant  December,  in  the  most  daring  and  rebel- 
lious Manner  invest,  attack,  and  forcibly  enter  into  his  Majesty's  Castle  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  in  this  Province,  and  overpowering  and  confining  the  Captain 
and  Garrison,  did,  besides  committing  many  treasonable  Insults  and  Out- 
rages, break  open  the  Magazine  of  said  Castle  and  plunder  it  of  above  One 


424  PROVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHERE.  [1774. 

hundreil  Biirrels  of  Gunpowder,  with  upwards  of  sixty  Stand  of  small  Arms, 
and  did  also  force  from  the  Ramparts  of  said  Castle  and  carry  off  sixteen 
Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  other  military  Stores,  in  open  Hostility  and  direct 
Oppugnation  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  in  the  most  atrocious  Con- 
tempt of  his  Crown  and  Dignity: — 

I  Do,  by  Advice  and  Consent  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  issue  this  Proclama- 
tion, ordering  and  requiring  in  his  Majesty's  Name,  all  Magistrates  and  other 
officers  whether  Civil  or  Militar)'.  as  they  regard  their  Duty  to  the  Kino  and 
the  Tenor  of  the  Oaths  they  have  solemnly  taken  and  subscribed,  to  exert 
themselves  in  detecting  and  securing  in  some  of  his  Majesty's  Goals  in  this 
Province  the  said  Offenders,  in  Order  to  their  heing  brought  to  condign  pun- 
ishment; And  from  motives  of  Duty  to  the  King  and  Regard  to  the  Welfare 
of  the  good  People  of  this  Province:  I  do  in  the  most  earnest  and  solemn 
Manner,  exhort  and  enjoin  you.  his  Majesty's  liege  Subjects  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  beware  of  suffering  yourselves  to  be  seduced  by  the  false  Art  or 
Menaces  of  abandoned  Men.  to  abet,  protect,  or  screen  from  Justice  any  of 
the  said  high  handed  Offenders,  or  to  withhold  or  secrete  his  Majesty's  Muni- 
tion forcibly  tal<en  from  his  Castle;  but  that  each  and  every  of  you  will  use 
your  utmost  Endeavours  to  detect  and  discover  the  Perpetrators  of  these 
Crimes  to  the  civil  Magistrate,  and  assist  in  securing  and  bringing  them  to 
Justice,  and  in  recovering  the  King's  Munition:  This  Injunction  it  is  my 
boundeu  Duty  to  lay  strictly  upon  you,  and  to  require  your  Obedience 
thereto;  as  you  value  individually  your  Faith  and  Allegiance  to  his  Majestj', 
as  you  wish  to  preserve  that  Reputation  to  tlie  Province  in  general :  and  as 
you  would  avert  the  most  dreadful  but  most  certain  Consequences  of  a  con- 
trary conduct  to  yourselves  and  Posterity. 

Given  at  the  Council-Chamber  in  Portsmouth,  the  2fi"»  Day  of  December, 
in  the  IS'**  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &c.,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Cheist,  1774. 

J'Wentwokth. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command 
with  advice  of  Council. 

Theodore  Atkinson,  SeO'. 

Lioi)  Save  the  King. 


Extract  of  a    Letter  from  Exeter^   in  Xtw  Ilanipshire,  dated 

January  2,  1775. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4'^  ser.  Vol.  I.,  p.  1105.] 

At  a  legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  held  here  last  Monday, 
among  otlier  things  it  was  voted  unanimously  to  adopt  the  Association  of 
TUE  CoxTi.VE.XTAL  CoNGKEss,  (1)  itMil  a  uumProus  Committee  was  chonen 
to  see  the  same  was  duly  oliserved  and  strictly  adhered  to. 

At  the  same  meeting  tij-e  Deputies  were  appointed  to  assist  at  the  Conven- 
tion to  meet  here  the  25"'  instant,  for  the  choice  of  Delegates  to  represent  this 
Province  at  the  Continental  Congress  proposed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in 
May  next;  and  the  said  Deputii-s  were  empowered  to  join  with  tbe  other 
Deputies  of  the  Convention  in  choojing  a  Committee  of  their  body  to  propor- 
tion tilt'  siun  to  be  allowed  sucb  Delegates,  among  the  several  Towns  and 
Parishes  in  this  Government, 

It  was  also  voted  not  to  suffer  any  Hawkers.  Pedlars,  or  Petty-Chapmen  to 

iDSec  tlli^  il(j('unn.iu  in  full  in  r;ub«;i|iifiit  pages  of  this  vohimc.  —  Ei>. 
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sell,  or  expose  to  sale  among:  us  any  Goods,  Wnres  or  M^erchandise.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  many,  that  it'  tliis  vole,  witii  the  law  of  the  Province,  should 
prove  inell'ectual  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of  such  persons,  an  experiment 
ou^ht  to  he  made  of  Tar  and  Feathers. 


Epsom  {N'eic  Hampshire)  Resolves. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4  series,  Vol.  I.,  p.  1105.1 

At  a  ]o?;al  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Epsom,  hold  on 
Monday  the  ;)"'  day  of  January,  1775,  Deputies  were  chosen  to  meet  at  Exeter 
on  the  25"'  instant,  agreeable  to  the  letter  sent  to  said  Town  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  the  Grand  Continental  Congress  has  recommended  a  Xon-Im- 
portation  and  a  Xon-Consumption  of  Goods  to  be  the  most  effectual  method 
to  ease  our  deplorable  situation ;  and  as  we  view  the  Scotch  Merchants  and 
Traders  in  'general,  to  bo  no  friends  to  our  country,  and  are  altogether  for 
self-interest  and  lucrative  gain,  and  to  accomplish  their  designs  have  filled  the 
country  with  Hawkers,  Pedlars,  and  Petty-Chapmen,  with  their  Lawns, 
Caml)ricks,  Ribbons,  etc.,  tempting  women,  girls,  and  boys  with  their  un- 
necessary tinerios,  which  is  a  moth  to  our  coimtry,  and  a  damage  to  all 
honest  Merchants  and  Traders  that  are  true  friends  to  our  country,  and  tliat 
deal  upon  honour: — and  to  prevent  all  such  diabolical  proceedings  for  the 
future, 

Resoloed,  That  no  Pedlars,  Hawkers,  or  Petty-Chapmen  shall  be  tolerated 
for  the  future,  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  Goods,  of  whatever  name  or  nature 
soever,  in  said  town,  upon  no  less  penalty  than  receiving  a  new  suit  agreeable 
to  tlie  modern  mode,  and  a  forteiture  of  their  Goods. 

A  Committee  of  Inspection  was  then  chosen  to  see  that  the  above  Resolve 
is  carefully  executed. 


Memorial  of  Gapt.  Titus  Salter. 

[Copied  flora  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev"  Vol.  I.,  p.  1.) 

1775,       I  Memorandum  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable  the  Con- 
18,  Jan.  J      gress  or  house  of  Representatives. 

Artillery  Company  not  gone  to  New  Castle. 

Suntiry  People  Inlisted  into  my  Company  from  the  Head  Quarters  not  pro- 
>vided  with  arms  as  thfy  was  oldiged  to  leave  them  there. 

As  the  Artillery  Company  are  provided  with  arms  from  the  Magazine  the 
greater  part  of  them  being  provided  with  guns  of  their  own  think  it  but 
Reasonable  my  company  shall  have  the  same  .advantage. —  To  make  Inquiry 
about  the  blankett  money  that  some  person  may  be  appointed  to  pay  it. 

Tliere  is  likewise  a  number  of  Guns  at  Fort  Sullivan  belonging  to  the 
Puhlick. 

With  respect  to  the  Fire  Rafts  if  in  case  it  should  be  judged  necessary  & 
Sturt'  provided  there  can  be  more  liuilt  at  an  Easier  Lay  than  in  the  country 
by  the  company.  As  there  is  a  number  of  Peices  of  (;:annon  scattered  about 
in  Town  and  Country  I  think  it  would  be  of  service  to  have  them  collected 
together  and  Fixt  upl — As  you  see  by  the  Return  of  Ordinance  Stores  youl 
find  tlie  number  of  shott  to  be  very  small.— As  the  boom  has  given  way  sev- 
eral times  owjng  to  the  strenirth  of  the  tide.  w;vs  there  a  Cable  of  about  18 
inches  bO  Fathom  Loner  one  half  at  one  End  the  other  at  the  other  End 
which  would  admit  of  Three  Lensth  of  mast  on  each  End  to  be  taken  otT, 
which  would  naturally  admit  a  Free  passage  for  the  tide,  by  which  means  1 
Believe  the  boom  would  answer  the  End  Intended  for  —  all  which  is  Humbly 
submitted  to  your  Honours  Judgment. 

Titus  Saltkk. 
Portsmouth.  18"^  Jan^^  1775. 
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No  I. 

NON-IMPORTATION    ASSOCIATION,  &c. 


NOTE   BY   THE   EDITOR. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Congi-esa,  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
and  of  the  County  Congresses,  reference  is  frequently  had  to  the  "  Associa- 
tion'^ proposed  and  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress;  and  also  to  other 
proceedings,  in  which  all  the  united  Colonies  were  interested.  Of  these  pro- 
ceedings, the  three  following  Papers,  are  regarded  as  of  especial  interest,  and 
are  recommended  to  the  careful  perusal  of  all  who  would  clearly  luiderstand 
the  "  spirit  of  the  times."  These  Papers  are  copied  from  American  Arch- 
ives, fourth  series,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  913-988.  In  the  same  volume  and  connexion 
is  found  a  "  Declaration  of  Rights,"'  and  an  ''Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,"  which  may  be  referred  to  as  important. 


Continental  Congress. 

Thursday,  October  20,  1774. 

The  Association  being  copied,  was  read  and  signed  at  the  table,  and  is  as 
follows: 

We,  his  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects,  the  Delegates  of  the  several  Colonies 
of  New  Hampshire.  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut.  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  Lower  Counties  of  New  Castle, 
Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Deleware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina,  deputed  to  represent  them  in  a  Continental  Congress,  held 
in  the  City  of  Phdadelphia,  on  the  filth  day  of  September,  1774,  avowing  our 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty;  our  affection  and  regard  for  our  fellow-subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  elsewhere;  affected  with  the  deepest  anxiety  and  most 
alarming  apprehensions  at  those  grievances  and  distresses  with  which  his 
Majesty's  American  subjects  are  oppressed;  and  having  taken  under  our 
most  serious  dehberation  the  state  of  the  whole  continent^  find  that  the  pres- 
ent unhappy  situation  of  our  affairs  is  occasioned  by  a  ruinous  system  of 
Colony  Administration  adopted  by  the  British  Ministry  about  the  year  1768, 
evidently  calculated  for  enslaving  these  Colonies,  and,  with  them  the  British 
Empire.  In  prosecution  of  which  system,  various  acts  of  Parliament  have 
been  passed  for  raising  a  Revenue  in  America,  for  depriving  the  American 
subjects,  in  many  instances,  of  the  Constitutional  Trial  by  Jury,  exposing 
their  lives  to  danger  by  directing  a  new  and  illegal  trial  beyond  the  seas  for 
crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  America;  and  in  prosecution  of 
the  same  system,  several  'ate,  civil,  and  oppressive  Acts  have  been  passed 
respecting  the  Town  of  Boston  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  ami  also  an  act 
ioi  extending  the  Province  of  Quebec,  so  as  to  border  on  the  Western  Fron- 
tiers of  these  Colonies,  establishing  an  arbitrary  Government  therein,  ami 
discouraging  the  settlement  of  British  subjects  in  that  wide  extended  coun- 
try;  thus  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and  ancient  prejudices  to  dispose 
the  inhabitants  to  act  with  hostility  against  the  free  Protestant  Colonies, 
whenever  a  wicked  ministry  shall  choose  so  to  direct  them. 

To  obtain  redress  of  these  Grievances,  which  threaten  destruction  to  the. 
Lives,  Liberty,  and  Property  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  North  America,  w^r 
are  of  opinion  that  a  Non-Importation,  Non-Cousumption,  and  Non-Expor- 
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lation  Agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove  the  most  speedy,  eft'ectual 
and  peaceable  measure ;  and,  therefore,  we  do,  for  ourselves,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  several  Colonies  whom  we  represent,  firmly  asree  and  associate, 
under  the  sacred  ties  of  Virtue,  Honour,  and  love  of  our  Country  as  follows : 

1.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  we  will  not  import 
into  British  America  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  whatsoever,  or  from  any  other  place,  any  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandises  as  shall  have  been  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  nor 
will  we,  after  that  day,  import  any  East  India  Tea  from  any  part  of  the 
World;  nor  any  Molasses,  Syrups,  Paneles,  Cotfee,  or  Pimento,  from  the 
British  Plantations  or  from  Dominica;  nor  Wines  from  Madeira,  or  the 
Western  Islands ;  nor  Foreign  Indigo. 

2.  That  we  will  neither  import  nor  purchase  any  Slave  imported  after  the 
first  day  of  December  next;  after  which  time  we  will  wholly  discontinue  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it  ourselves,  nor  will  we  hire 
our  vessels,  nor  sell  our  Commodities  or  Manufactures  to  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  it. 

3.  As  a  Non-Consumption  Agreement,  strictly  adhered  to,  will  be  an  effec- 
tual security  for  the  observation  of  the  Non-Importation,  we,  as  above,  sol- 
emnly agree  and  associate,  that  from  this  day  we  will  not  purchase  or  use 
any  Tea  imported  on  account  of  the  East  India  Company,  or  any  on  which  a 
Duty  hath  been  or  shall  be  paid;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March, 
next  we  will  not  purchase  or  use  any  East  India  Tea  whatsoever;  nor  will 
we,  nor  shall  any  person  for  or  under  us,  purchase  or  use  any  of  those  goods. 
Wares,  or  Merchandises  we  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  we  shall  know, 
or  have  cause  to  suspect,  were  imported  after  the  first  day  of  December, 
except  such  as  come  under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  tenth  Article  here- 
after mentioned. 

4.  The  earnest  desire  we  have  not  to  injure  our  fellow  subjects  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies,  induces  us  to  suspend  a  Non-Exporta- 
tion until  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775,  at  which  time,  if  the  said  Acts 
and  parts  of  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  herein  after  mentioned,  are  not 
repealed,  we  will  not,  directly  or  individually,  export  any  Merchandise  or 
Commodity  whatsoever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies,  except 
Rice  to  Europe. 

5.  Such  as  are  Merchants  and  use  the  British  and  Irish  Trade,  will  give 
orders  as  soon  as  possible  to  their  Factors,  Agents,  and  Correspondents,  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  ship  any  Goods  to  them,  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  in  America;  and  if  any  Merchant 
residing  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  ship  any 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandises  for  America,  in  ordor  to  break  the  said  Non- 
Importation  Agreement,  or  in  any  manner  contravene  the  same,  on  such 
unworthy  conduct  being  well  attested,  it  ought  to  be  made  publ  ick ;  and  on 
the  same  being  so  done,  we  will  not  from  thenceforth  have  any  commercial 
connection  with  such  merchants. 

6.  That  such  as  are  Owners  of  vessels  will  give  positive  orders  to  their 
Captains,  or  Masters,  not  to  receive  on  board  their  vessels  any  goods  prohibi- 
ted by  the  said  Non-Importation  Agreement,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismis- 
sion from  their  service.  . 

7.  We  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  improve  the  breed  of  Sheep,  and 
iucrejise  their  number  to  the  greatest  extent;  and  to  that  end,  we  will  kill 
them  as  sparingly  as  may  be,  especially  those  of  the  most  profitable  kind; 
nor  will  we  export  any  to  the  West  Indies  or  elsewhere;  and  those  of  us  wha 
are  or  may  become  overstocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  spare  any  Sheep, 
will  dispose  of  them  to  our  neighbors,  especially  to  the  poorer  sort,  upoa 
moderate  terms. 

8.  That  we  will,  in  our  several  stations,  encourage  Frugality,  Economy  and 
Industry,  and  promote  Agriculture,  Arts,  and  the  Manufactures  of  this  Coun- 
try, especially  that  of  Wool,  and  will  discountenance  and  discourage  every 
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species  of  extravagance  and  dissipation,  especially  all  horse-racing,  and  all 
kinds  of  gaming,  cock-fighting,  exhibitions  of  plays,  shows,  and  other  expen- 
sive diversions  and  entertainments;  and  on  the  death  of  any  relation,  or 
friend,  none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  families,  will  go  into  any  further  mourning 
dress  than  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  tlie  arm,  or  hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a 
black  ribbon  and  necklace  for  ladies,  and  we  will  discontinue  the  giving  or 
gloves  and  scarfs  at  funerals. 

9.  That  such  as  are  venders  of  Goods  or  Merchandise,  will  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  scarcity  of  Goods  tliat  may  be  occasioned  by  this  Association,  but 
will  sell  the  same  at  the  rates  we  have  been  respectively  accustomed  to  do  for 
twelve  months  last  past.  And  if  any  vender  of  Goods  or  Merchandises  shall 
sell  any  such  Goods  on  higher  terms,  or  shall,  in  any  manner,  or  by  any 
device  whatsoever,  violate  or  depart  from  this  Agreement,  no  person  ought, 
nor  will  any  of  us  deal  with  any  such  person,  or  his  or  her  Factor  or  Agent, 
at  any  time  thereafter  for  any  commodity  whatever. 

10.  In  case  any  ^ferchant,  Trader,  or  other  person,  shall  import  any  goods 
or  Merchandise,  after  the  first  day  of  December,  and  before  the  first  day  ot 
Februrary  next,  the  same  ought  forthwith,  at  the  election  of  the  owner,  to 
be  re-shipped  or  delivered  up  to  the  Committee  of  the  County  or  Town 
wherein  they  shall  be  imported,  to  be  stored  at  the  risk  of  the  importer,  until 
the  Non-Importation  Agreement  shall  cease,  or  be  sold  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  aforesaid ;  and  in  tlie  last  mentioned  case  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  Goods  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  sales  the  first  cost  and 
charges ;  the  profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing 
such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  as  are  immediate  sufferers  by 
the  Boston  Port  Bill;  and  a  particular  account  of  all  Goods  so  returned, 
stored,  or  sold,  to  be  inserted  in  the  publick  papers ;  and  if  any  Goods  or 
Merchandises  shall  be  imported  after  the  said  first  day  of  Februarj'.  the  same 
ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the  packages 
thereof. 

11.  That  a  Committee  be  chosen  in  every  County,  City  and  Town,  by 
those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  tlie  Legislature,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons  touching 
this  Association ;  and  when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
nia-jority  of  any  such  Committee,  that  any  person  within  the  limits  of  their 
appointment  has  violated  this  Association,  that  such  majority  do  forthwith 
cause  the  trutli  of  the  case  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette,  to  the  end  that  all 
such  foes  to  the  rights  of  British  America  may  be  publickly  known,  and  uni- 
versally contemned  as  the  enemies  of  American  Liberty;  and  thenceforth  we 
respectively  will  break  off  all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

12.  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  in  the  respective  Colonies,  do 
frequently  inspect  the  Entries  of  their  Custom  Houses,  and  inform  each  other 
from  tinit^  to  time,  of  tlie  true  state  thereof,  and  of  every  other  material  cir- 
cumstance that  may  occur  relative  to  this  Association. 

lo.  That  all  Manufactures  of  this  country  be  sold  at  reasonable  prices,  so 
as  no  undue  advantase  be  taken  of  a  future  scarcity  of  Goods. 

14.  And  we  do  further  agree  and  resolve  that  we  will  have  no  Trade.  Com- 
merce, Dealings,  or  Intercourse  whatsoever  with  any  (Colony  or  Province  in 
North  Aiuerioa  which  shall  not  accede  to,  or  which  shall  hereafter  violate  this 
Association,  but  will  hold  them  as  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  Freemen,  and 
as  inimical  to  tlie  liberties  of  this  country.  And  we  do  solemnly  bind  our- 
selves and  our  constituents,  under  the  ties  aforesaid,  to  adliere  to  this  Asso- 
ciation until  such  parts  of  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  passed  since  the 
close  of  the  last  war,  as  impose  or  continue  Duties  on  Tea,  Wine,  Molasses, 
Syrup,  Paneles,  Coffee,  Sugar,  Pimento,  Indigo,  Foreign  Paper,  Glass,  and 
Painters'  Colours,  imported  into  America  and  extend  the  powers  of  the 
Admiralty  Courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  subjects 
of  Trial  by  Jury,  authorize  the  Judges'  certificate  to  indemnity  the  prosecutor 
for  liamages  that  he  might  otlierwise  be  liable  to  from  a  trial  by  his  peers, 
require  oppressive  security  from  a  claimant  of  Ships  of  Goods  siezed,  before 
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he  shiill  bo  ;illowed  to  defend  liis  property,  are  repealed  —  and  until  Uiiit  p;irt 
of  the  Act  of  the  12">  George  III.,ch.  24,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  bettor 
securing;  his  Majesty's  Dock-yards,  Magazines,  Ships,  Ammunition  and 
Stores  "  by  which  any  person  charged  with  committing  any  of  the  oifences 
therein  described,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  Shire  or  County  within 
the  Realm,  is  repealed  —  and  until  the  four  Acts,  passed  in  the  last  sc-j.-sion  of 
Pai'liaraent,  viz:  that  for  stopping  the  Port  and  l)locUing  up  the  Harbour  of. 
Boston,  that  for  altering  the  Charter  and  Government  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  —  and  that  which  is  entitled  An  Act  for  the  lietter  Administration  of 
Justice,  i&c,  and  that  for  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  Ac,  are  repealed. 
And  we  recommend  it  to  the  Provincial  Conventions,  and  to  the  Committees 
in  the  respective  Colonies,  to  establish  such  farther  Kegulatioiis  as  thfy  may 
think  proper  for  carryuig  into  execution  this  Association. 

The  foregoing  Association  being  determined  upon  by  the  Congress,  was 
ordered  to  be  subscribed  by  the  several  Members  thereof;  and  thereupon,  we 
have  hereunto  set  our  respective  names  accordingly. 

In  Congress,  Philadelphia,  October  20, 1774. 

Peyton  Kandoi.i'U,  President. 


New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts  Bay 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Pennsylvania,' 


The  Lower  Counties 
New  Castle  &c. , 


Maryland, 


John  Sullivan, 
Nathaniel  Folsom, 

Thomas  Gushing, 
Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine, 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
Samuel  Ward, 

Eliphalet  Dyer, 
Roger  Sherman, 
Silas  Deane, 

Isaac  Low, 
John  Alsop, 
John  Jay, 
James  Duane, 
Philip  Livingston. 
William  Floyd, 
Henry  Wisner, 
Simon  Boerum, 
James  Kinsey, 
William  Livingston. 
Stephen  Ckane, 
Richard  Smith, 
John  DeHart, 

Joseph  Galloway, 
John  Dickinson, 
Charles  Humphreys, 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Edward  Biddle, 
John  Morton, 
George  Ross, 

Cesar  Rodney, 
Thomas  M'Kean, 
George  Read, 

Matthew  Tilghmax, 
Thomas  Johnson,  Junr. 
William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chask, 
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Virginia, 


Richard  Henry  Lee, 
George  Washington, 
Patrick  Henry,  Junr. 
Richard  Bland, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 
Edmund  Pendleton, 

(  William  Hooper, 
Xorth  Carolina,  ^  Joseph  Hewes, 

(  Richard  Caswell, 
(  Henry  Middleton, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
South  Carolina,  ■{  Christopher  Gadsden, 

John  Rutledge, 
[  Edward  Rutledge. 

Ordered  Tliat  this  Association  be  committed  to  the  press,  and  that  one 
hundred  and  twenty  copies  be  struclv  off". 

Tlie  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Address  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  these  Colonies,  and  after  debate  thereon,  adjourned  till  tomorrow. 


No.  11. 
MEMORIAL  TO  THE  COLONIES. 


Contineyital  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Memorial  to  the  In- 
habitants of  tlie  British  Colonies,  and  the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs, 
was  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Rliode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  Counties  of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina: 

Friends  and  Countrymen:  We,  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  good 
people  of  these  Colonies  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  September  last,  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  by  our  respective  Constituents,  have,  in  pursuance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  us,  assembled  and  taken  into  our  most  serious  consideration 
the  important  matters  recommended  to  the  Congress.  Our  Resolutions 
thereupon  will  be  herewith  communicated  to  you.  But,  as  the  situation  of 
publick  atlairs  grows  daily  more  and  more  alarming;  anti,  as  it  may  be  more 
satisfactory  to  you  to  be  informed  by  us  in  a  collective  body,  than  in  any 
other  manner,  of  those  sentiments  that  have  been  approved,  upon  a  full  and 
free  discussion,  by  the  Representatives  of  so  great  a  part  of  America,  we  es- 
teem ourselves  obliged  to  add  this  Address  to  these  Resolutions.  In  every 
case  of  opposition  by  a  People  to  their  Rulers,  or  of  one  State  to  another, 
duty  to  Almighty  God,  the  creator  of  all,  requires  that  a  true  and  impartial 
judgnnMit  be  formed  of  the  measures  leading  to  such  opposition,  and  of  the 
causes  by  which  it  has  been  provoked,  or  can  in  any  degree  be  justified,  that 
neither  atfection  on  the  one  hand,  nor  resentment  on  the  other,  being  per- 
mitted to  give  a  wrong  bias  to  reason,  it  may  be  enabled  to  take  a  dispass'on- 
ate  view  of  all  circumstances,  and  to  settle  the  publick  conduct  on  the  solid 
foundations  of  Wisdom  and  justice. 
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From  Councils  thus  tempered,  arise  the  surest  hopes  of  the  Divine  favour; 
the  firmest  encouragement  to  the  parties  engaged,  and  the  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  their  cause  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 

With  minds  deeply  impressed  by  a  sense  of  these  truths,  we  have  diligently, 
<lelibcrately,  and  calmly  inquired  into  and  considered  those  exertions,  both 
oi  ihe  Legislative  and  Executive  power  of  Great  Britain,  which  have  excited 
so  much  uneasiness  in  America,  and  have,  witli  equal  fidelity,  and  attention , 
considered  the  conduct  of  the  Colonies. 

Upon  tlie  whole,  we  find  ourselves  reduced  to  the  disagreeable  alternative 
•of  being  silent  and  betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  speaking  out  and  censuring 
those  we  wish  to  revere. 

In  making  our  choice  of  these  distressing  difficulties,  we  prefer  the  course 
dictated  by  honesty,  and  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  our  country.  Soon  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  there  commenced  a  memorable  change  in  the 
treatment  of  these  Colonies.  By  a  stiitute  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the 
present  Reign,  a  time  of  profound  peace,  alleging  "  the  expediency  of  new 
provisions  and  regulations  for  extending  the  Commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  his  Majesty's  Dominions  in  America,  and  the  necessity  of  raising 
a  Revenue  in  the  said  Dominions,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  defending, 
protecting,  and  securing  the  same,"  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  under- 
took to  give  and  grant  to  his  Majesty  many  rates  and  Duties,  to  be  paid  in 
these  Colonies.  To  enforce  the  observance  of  this  Act,  it  prescribes  a  great 
number  of  severe  penalties  and  forfeitures  and  in  two  sections,  makes  a  re- 
markable distinction  between  the  subjects  in  (Jreat  Britain  and  those  in 
America.  By  the  one,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  there,  are  to 
be  recovered  in  any  of  the  King's  Courts  of  Record,  at  Westminster,  or  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  Scotland ;  and  by  the  other,  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  incurred  here  are  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Record,  or  In 
any  Court  of  Admiralty  or  Vice  Admiralty,  at  the  election  of  the  informer  or 
prosecutor. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies,  confiding  in  the  justice  of  Great  Britain, 
ifvere  scarcely  allowed  sufficient  time  to  receive  and  consider  this  Act,  before 
another,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  passed  in  the  fifth 
year  of  this  Reign,  engrossed  their  whole  attention.  By  this  Statute,  the 
British  Parliament  exercised,  in  the  most  explicit  manner  a  power  of  taxing 
us,  and  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admi- 
ralty in  the  Colonies,  to  matters  arising  within  the  body  of  a  County,  and 
directed  the  numerous  penalties  and  forfeiture  thereby  inflicted,  to  be  recov- 
ered in  the  said  courts.  In  the  same  year  a  Tax  was  imposed  upon  us,  by  an 
act  establisliing  several  new  Fees  in  the  Customs.  In  the  next  year  the 
Stamp  Act  was  repealed ;  not  Itecause  it  was  founded  in  an  erroneous  prin- 
ciple, but  as  the  Repealing  Act  recites,  because  "  the  continuance  thereof 
woidd  be  attended  with  many  inconveniences,  and  might  be  productive  of 
conse()uences  greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial  interest  of  Great 
Britain."'  In  the  same  year,  and  by  a  subsequent  Act,  it  was  declared  '*  that 
his  Majesty,  in  rurliament,  of  right,  had  power  to  bind  the  people  of  these 
Colonies  by  Statutes  in  all  ca.ses  whatsoever.'" 

In  the  same  year  another  Act  was  passed  for  imposing  Rates  and  Duties 
payable  in  these  Colonies.  In  this  Statute  the  Commons,  avoiding  tlie  terms 
of  giving  and  granting,  "humbly  besought  his  majesty  that  it  might  be  en- 
iicted  "  (fee.  But  from  a  declaration  in  the  preamble  that  the  Rates  and 
Duties  were  "  in  liew  of"  several  others  granted  by  the  Statutes  first  before 
mentioned,  for  raising  a  Revenue,  and  from  some  other  expressions,  it  ap- 
pears that  these  Duties  were  intended  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  next  year  (1767)  an  Act  was  made  "  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  put  the 
Customs  and  other  Duties  In  America,  under  the  management  of  Commis- 
sioners,"' &c.  And  the  King,  thereupon,  ended  the  present  expensive  Board 
of  Commissioners,  for  the  express  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
sevfral  Acts  relating  to  the  Revenue  and  Trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  having  again  resigned  ourselves  to  our 
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ancient  and  unsuspicious  affections  for  the  parent  State,  and  anxious  to  avoid 
any  controversy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favourable  alteration  in  aentinieut* 
and  measures  toward  us,  we  did  not  press  our  objections  against  the  above- 
mentioned  Statutes,  made  subsequent  to  that  repeal ;  Administration,  attribut- 
ing to  trifling  causes,  a  conduct  that  ready  proceeded  from  generous  motives, 
were  encouraged  in  the  same  year  (1767)  to  make  a  bolder  experiment  on  the 
patience  of  America. 

By  a  Statute,  commonly  called  the  Glass,  Paper  and  Tea  Act.  made  riftei^n 
months  after  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
resumed  their  former  language,  and  again  undertook  to  •'  give  and  grant 
Kates  and  Duties  to  be  paid  in  the  Colonies  for  the  express  purpose  of  rais- 
ing a  Revenue  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Administration  of  Justice,  the 
support  of  Civil  Government,  and  defending  the  King's  Dominions  "  on  this 
Continent.  The  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  tliis  Statute  are  ta 
be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  with  those  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Acts. 

To  this  Statute,  so  naturally  tending  to  disturb  the  tranijuility,  then  uni- 
versal throughout  the  Colonies,  Parliament,  in  the  same  season,  added 
another  no  less  extraordinary. 

Ever  since  the  making  the  present  peace,  a  standing  Army  has  been  kept 
ki  their  Colonies.  From  respect  to  tlie  mother  country,  the  innovation  was 
not  only  tolerated,  but  tiie  Provincial  Legislatures  generally  made  provision 
for  supplying  the  Troops.  The  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  York  liav- 
ing  passed  an  act  of  this  kind,  but  differing  in  some  articles  from  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  made  in  the  tilth  year  of  this  reign,  the  ]iou>e 
of  Representatives  in  that  Colony  was  prohibiteil  by  a  Statute  made  in  the 
last  session  mentioned,  from  making  any  Bill,  Oriler,  Kfsohuion.  or  vote, 
except  for  adjourning  or  chusing  a  Speaker,  until  provision  should  be  made 
by  the  said  Assembly  for  furnishing  the  Troops  within  that  Province,  not 
only  with  all  necessaries  as  was  required  by  the  Statutes,  which  they  were 
charged  with  disobeying,  but  also  with  those  re(iuired  by  two  other  subse- 
quent Statutes  which  were  declared  to  be  in  force  until  the  24"'  dav  of  Marcli. 
1769. 

These  Statutes  of  the  year  1767.  reviveil  the  apprehensions  and  discontents 
that  had  entirely  subsided  on  the  repeal  of  tlie  Stamp  Act;  and  amidst  the 
just  fears  and  jealousies  thereby  occasioned,  a  Statute  wiis  made  in  the  next 
year  (1768)  to  establish  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty,  on  anew- 
model,  expressly  for  the  end  of  more  effectually  recovering  of  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  inflicted  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  framed  ibr  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  Revenue  in  America,  ifcc. 

The  immediate  tendency  of  these  Statutes  is  to  subvert  the  right  of  having 
a  share  in  the  Legislation,  by  rentlering  Assemblies  useless:  the  right  of 
Property  by  taking  the  money  of  the  Colonists  without  their  consent;  the 
right  of  Trial  by  Jury,  by  suljstituting  in  their  place  trials  in  Admiralty  and 
Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  wliere  single  Judges  preside,  holding  their  commis- 
sions during  pleasure;  and  unduly  to  influence  the  Courts  of  Common  Law, 
by  rendering  the  Judges  thereof  totally  dependent  on  the  Crown  for  their 
salaries. 

These  Statutes  not  to  mention  many  others  exceedingly  exceptionable 
compared  one  with  another,  will  be  found,  not  only  to  form  a  regular  system 
in  which  every  part  has  great  force,  but  also  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that 
system  for  subjugating  these  Colonies,  that  are  not,  and  from  local  circum- 
stances, cannot  be  represented  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  the  uncontrol- 
lable and  unlimited  power  of  Parliament,  in  violation  of  their  undoubted 
rights  and  liberties,  in  contempt  of  their  humble  and  repeated  supplications. 

This  conduct  must  appear  equally  astonishing  and  unjustifiable,  when  it  is 
considered  how  unprovoked  it  has  been  by  any  behaviour  of  these  Colonies. 
From  their  first  settlement,  their  bitterest  enemies  never  fixed  on  any  of 
them  a  charge  of  disloyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  or  disattection  to  their  Mother 
Country.  In  the  wars  she  has  carried  on.  they  have  exerted  themselves 
whenever  required,  in  giving  her  assistJince:  and  liave  rendered  her  services 
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which  she  has  publickly  iicknowleds^ed  to  be  ''xtremely  important.  Their 
fidelity,  duty,  and  usefulness,  during  the  late  war,  were  trequently  and  affec- 
tionately confessed  by  bis  late  Majesty  and  the  present  King. 

The  reproaches  of  those  who  are  most  unfriendly  to  the  freedom  of 
America,  are  principally  levelled  auainst  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay; 
but  with  what  little  reason  will  appear  by  the  following  declaration  of  u  per- 
son, the  truth  of  whose  evidence  in  tbt.'ir  favour  will  not  be  questioned. 
<iovernour  Bernard  thus  addresses  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  in  his  speech 
on  the  24'"  of  April,  1762,  —  "  The  unanimity  and  despatch  with  which  you 
*'  have  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  bis  Majesty,  require  my  particular 
"acknowleugment;  and  it  gives  me  additional  pleasure  to  observe,  that  you 
''  have  therein  acted  under  no  other  influence  than  a  due  sense  of  your  duty, 
*'  both  as  members  of  a  General  Empire,  and  ;is  the  body  of  a  particular 
"  Province."  In  another  Speech,  on  the  27"*  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  he 
says,  "  Whatever  shall  be  the  event  of  the  War,  it  must  be  no  small  satisfac- 
"  tion  to  us  that  this  Province  hath  contributed  its  full  share  to  the  support 
"of  it.  Everything  that  hath  been  required  of  it  hath  been  complied  with; 
"  ;uid  the  execution  of  the  pow^ers  committed  to  me,  for  raising  the  Provincial 
"  Troops,  hath  been  as  full  and  complete  as  the  grant  of  them.  Never  before 
"  were  Regiments  so  easily  levied,  so  well  composed,  and  so  early  in  the  fields 
"aa  they  have  been  this  year;  the  common  people  seemed  to  be  animated 
"  with  the  spirit  of  the  General  Court,  and  to  vie  with  them  in  their  readi- 
"  ness  to  serve  the  King." 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  during  the 
last  war.  As  to  their  behaviour  before  that  period,  it  ought  not  to  have  beeu 
forgot  in  Great  Britain,  that  not  only  on  every  occasion  they  had  constantly 
and  cheerfully  complied  with  the  trequent  Royal  Requisitions;  but  that 
chiefly  by  their  vigorous  efforts,  Xova  Scotia  was  subdued  in  1710,  and  Louis- 
bourg  in  1745. 

Foreign  <iuarrels  being  ended,  and  the  domestick  disturbances  that  quickly 
succeeded  on  account  of  the  Stamp  Act  being  (luieted  by  its  repeal,  the 
Assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay  transmitted  an  humble  address  of  Thanks  tO' 
the  King  and  divers  Noblemen,  and  soon  after  passed  a  Bill  ibr  granting 
compensation  to  the  sufferers  in  the  disorder  occasioned  by  that  Act 

These  circumstances,  and  the  following  Extracts  from  Governour  Bernard'* 
Letters  in  1768,  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  Secretaiy  of  State,  clearly  show 
with  what  grateful  tenderness  they  strove  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  unhappy 
occasion  of  the  late  discords,  and  with  what  respectful  deference  they 
endeavoured  to  escape  other  subjects  of  future  controversy.  "  The  House, 
"says  the  Governour,  from  the  time  of  opening  the  session  to  this  day,  ha« 
*'  shown  a  disposition  to  avoid  all  dispute  with  me ;  everything  having 
"  passed  with  as  much  good  humour  as  I  could  desire,  except  only  their 
"  continuing  to  act  in  addressing  the  King,  remonstrating  to  the  Secretary  of 
*'  State,  and  employing  a  separate  Agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this  inno- 
"  vation,  without  any  wilfulness  of  my  own,  which  induces  me  to  make  this 
"  Remonstrance  at  a  time  when  I  have  a  fair  prospect  of  having  in  all  other 
"  business  nothin ,  but  good  to  say  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  (1)" 

*'  They  have  acted  in  all  things,  even  in  their  Remonstrance,  with  temper 
"  and  moderation;  they  have  avoided  some  subjects  of  dispute,  and  have  laid 
"  a  foundation  for  removing  some  causes  of  former  allucation."  (2) 

"  I  shall  make  such  a  prudent  and  proper  use  of  this  Letter,  as,  I  hope, 
'*  will  perfectly  restore  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  this  Province,  for  which, 
"  purpose  considerable  steps  have  been  made  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
"  Uyee."  (3) 

The  vindication  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  contained  in  thes« 

(1)  January  21,  1768. 

(2)  January  30,  1768. 

(3)  February  2,  1768. 
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Letters,  will  have  greater  force,  if  it  be  considered  that  they  were  writtea 
several  months  after  the  fresh  alarm  given  to  the  Colonies  by  the  Statutes 
passed  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  place  it  seems  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  insinuation  of  one  of 
those  Statutes,  that  the  interterence  of  Parliament  was  necessary  for  "  defray- 
■'ing  the  charge  of  the  Administration  of  Justice;  the  support  of  Civil  Gov- 
"emment;  and  defending  the  King's  Dominions  in  America," 

As  to  the  two  first  articles  of  expense,  every  Colony  had  made  such  provi- 
sion as  by  their  respective  Assemblies  the  best  judges  on  such  occasions,  was 
thought  expedient,  and  suitable  to  their  several  circumstances ;  respecting  the 
last,  it  is  well  known  to  all  men,  the  least  acquainted  with  American  affairs, 
that  the  Colonies  were  established,  and  generally  defended  themselves  with- 
out the  least  assistance  from  Great  Britain;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  her  tax- 
ing them,  by  the  Statute  before  mentioned,  most  of  them  were  labouring 
under  very  heavy  debts  contracted  in  the  last  war.  So  far  were  they  from 
sparing  their  money  when  their  Sovereign  constitutionally  asked  their  aids, 
that  during  the  course  of  the  war.  Parliament  repeatedly  made  them  com- 
pensations for  the  expenses  of  those  strenuous  efforts,  which,  consulting  their 
zeal  rather  than  their  strength,  they  had  cheerfully  incurred. 

Severe  as  the  Acts  of  Parliament  before  mentioned  are,  yet  the  conduct  of 
Administration  hath  been  equally  injurious  and  irritating  to  this  devoted 
country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  so  many  new  institutions,  uniformly 
rigid  and  dangerous,  have  been  introduced  as  could  only  be  expected  from 
incensed  masters,  for  collecting  the  tribute,  or  rather  the  plunder  of  con- 
quered Provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  King,  the  authority  of  the  Commander-in-chief  and 
under  him,  of  the  Brigadier  Generals,  in  time  of  peace,  is  rendered  supreme 
in  all  the  Civil  Governments  in  America;  and  thus,  an  uncontrollable  mili- 
tary power  is  vested  in  officers  not  known  to  the  Constitution  of  these  Colo- 
nies. 

A  large  body  of  Troops,  and  a  considerable  armament  of  Ships  of  War 
have  been  sent  to  assist  in  taking  their  money  without  their  consent.  Ex- 
pensive and  oppressive  officers  have  been  multiplied,  and  the  acts  of  corrup- 
tion industriously  practised  to  divide  and  destroy. 

The  Judges  of  the  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  Courts  are  empowered 
to  receive  their  salaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  to  be  condemned  by  them- 
selves. The  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  are  empowered  to  break  open 
and  enter  houses  without  the  authority  of  any  Civil  Magistrate,  founded  on 
legal  information.  Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Law  have  been  made  en- 
tirely dependent  on  the  Crown  for  their  commissions  and  salaries. 

A  court  has  been  established  at  Rhode  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
Colonists  to  England  to  be  tried. 

Humble  and  reasonable  Petitions  from  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
have  been  frequently  treated  with  contempt;  and  Assemblies  have  been 
repeatedly  and  arbitrarily  dissolved.  From  some  few  instances,  it  will  suffi- 
ciently appear,  on  what  pretences  of  Justice  those  dissolutions  have  been 
founded. 

The  tranquility  of  the  Colonies  have  been  again  disturbed,  as  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  Statutes  of  the  year  1767.  The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  a  Letter  to  Governour  Bernard,  dated  April  22,  1768,  cen- 
sures the  "presumption"  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  "  resolving 
■'  upon  a  measure  of  so  inflammatory  a  nature  as  that  of  writing  to  the  other 
"  Colonies  on  the  subject  of  their  intended  representations  against  some  late 
"  acts  of  Pariiamant,"  then  declares  that  his  "  Majesty  considers  this  step  aa 
"  evidently  tending  to  create  unwarrantable  combinations,  to  excite  an  unjus- 
"tifiable  opposition  to  the  constitutional  authority  of  Parliament,"  —  and 
"  afterwards  adds,  "  it  is  the  King's  pleasure  that  as  soon  as  the  General 
"  Court  is  again  assembled  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Charter,  you  should 
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■"  require  of  the  Uouse  of  iiepresenUtives  iu  hi»  Majesty's  name,  to  rescind 
"  the  Resolution  which  gave  birth  to  the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Speaker, 
*'  and  to  declare  their  disapprobation  of,  and  dissent  to  that  rash  and  hasty 
"  proceeding." 

"If  the  new  Assembly  should  refuse  to  coiuply  with  his  Majesty's  reason- 
"able  expectation,  it  is  the  King's  pleasure  that  you  should  immediately  dis- 
"  solve  them." 

This  Letter  l)eing  laid  before  the  House,  and  the  Resolution  not  being 
rescinded,  according  to  order,  the  Assembly  was  dissolved.  A  Letter  of  a 
similar  nature  was  sent  to  other  Governours  to  procure  resolutions,  approving 
the  conduct  of  the  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  be  rescinded 
also;  and  the  Houses  of  Representatives  in  other  Colonies  refusing  to  com- 
ply, A.ssemblies  were  dissolved.  Tliese  n)audate8  spoke  a  language  to  which 
the  ears  of  English  subjects  had  for  several  generations  been  strangers.  The 
nature  of  Assemblips  implies  a  power  and  right  of  deliberation;  but  these 
commands,  proscribing  the  exercise  of  Judgment  on  the  propriety  of  the 
Requisitions  made,  left  to  the  Assemblies  only  the  election  between  dictated 
submission  and  threatened  punishment;  a  punishment  too.  founded  on  no 
other  act  than  such  as  is  deemed  innocent  in  Slaves,  —  of  agreeing  in  Peti- 
tions for  redr«19S  of  grievances  that  ecjually  affect  all. 

The  hostile  and  unjustifiable  invasion  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  soon  fol- 
lowed these  events  in  the  same  yeai ;  ihroush  that  Town,  the  Province  in 
which  it  is  situated,  and  all  the  Colonies  from  abhorrence  of  a  contest  with 
their  parent  state,  permitted  the  ex(!cution  even  of  those  Statutes  againat 
which  they  so  unanimously  were  complaining,  remonstrating  and  supplica- 
ting. Administration,  determined  to  subdue  a  spirit  of  freedom  which  Eng- 
lish Ministers  should  have  rejoiced  to  cherish,  entered  into  a  monopolizing 
combination  with  the  East  India  Company,  to  send  to  this  Continent  vast 
quantities  of  Tea,  an  article  on  which  a  Duty  was  laid  by  a  Statute  that  in  a 
particular  manner  attacked  the  liberties  of  America,  and  which  therefore  the 
inhabitants  of  these  Colonies  had  resolved  not  to  import.  The  Cargo  sent  to 
South  Carolina  Wiis  stored,  an<l  not  allowed  to  be  sold.  Those  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York  were  not  permitted  to  be  landed.  That  sent  to  Bos- 
wn  was  destroyed,  because  Governour  Ilutcliinson  would  not  suffer  it  to  be 
returned.  On  the  intelligence  of  these  transactions  arriving  in  Great 
Britain,  the  publick  spirited  Town  last  mentioned,  was  singled  out  for  des- 
truction, and  it  was  determined  the  Province  it  belongs  to  should  partake  of 
its  fate.  In  the  hist  session  of  Parliament,  therefore,  were  passed  the  Acts 
for  shutting  up  the  Port  of  Boston,  indemnifying  the  murderers  of  the  in- 
habitants ol  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chanuinil  their  chartered  Constitution 
of  Government.  To  enforce  these  Acts,  that  Province  is  again  iuvaded  by  a 
Fleet  and  Army.  To  mention  these  outrageous  proceedings,  is  sufficient  to 
explain  tli»ni.  For  though  it  is  pretended  that  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  has  been  particularly  disrespectfnl  to  (ireat  Britain,  yet,  in  tn.ith. 
the  i)ehavi()nr  ot  tlie  people  in  other  Colonies  lia.s  been  an  equal  "  opposition 
to  the  power  jissumed  by  Parliament."  So  step,  however,  has  been  taken 
against  .any  of  the  rest.  This  artful  conduct  conce.als  several  designs.  It  is 
expected  that  the  Province  of  MassacluHi-tts  Bay  will  Ije  irritated  into  some 
violent  action  that  may  displease  the  rest  of  the  Continent,  or  that  may 
induce  tlie  people  of  Great  Britain  to  approve  the  mediUited  vengeance  of  an 
imprudent  and  ex;isperated  Ministry.  If  the  unexampled  pacifick  temper  of 
that  Province  shall  disappoint  this  part  of  the  plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other 
Colonies  will  be  so  far  intimidau-d  as  to  desert  their  brethren  suffering  in  a 
eomm<»n  cause;  and  that  thus  (lisiinited,  all  may  be  subdued. 

To  promote  these  desitins,  another  measure  has  been  pursued.  In  the  ses- 
sion of  Parliament  List  mentioned,  an  Act  was  passeil  for  changing  the  Gov- 
erment  of  Quebec,  by  which  Act  the  Roman  Catholick  Religion,  instead  of 
being  tolerated,  as  stipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  is  established;  and  the 
people  there  are  deprived  of  a  right  to  .m  Assembly;  Trials  by  Jury,  and  the 
English  Liiws  in  civil  cases,  are  abolished,  and  instead  thereof  the  French 
Laws  are  established,  in  direct  violation   of  his   Majesty's  promise  by  his 
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Royal  Proclamation,  under  the  faith  of  which  many  English  Subjects  settled 
in  that  Province,  and  the  limits  of  that  Province  are  extended  so  as  to  com- 
prehend those  vast  regions  that  lie  adjoining  to  the  Northerly  and  Westerly 
boundaries  of  tliese  Colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement  flatter  themselves  that  the 
inhabitants,  deprived  of  liberty,  and  artfully  provoked  against  those  of 
another  religion,  will  be  proper  instruments  tor  assisting  in  the  oppression 
of  such  as  dfffer  from  them  in  modes  of  Government  and  faith. 

From  the  details  of  facts  herein  before  recited,  as  well  as  from  authentick 
intelligence  received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt  that  a  resolution  is  formed 
and  now  carrying  into  execution,  to  extinguish  the  freedom  of  these  Colonies- 
by  subjecting  them  to  a  despotic  Government. 

At  this  unhappy  period  we  have  been  authorized  and  directed  to  meet  and 
consult  together  for  the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  We  accepted  the 
important  trust  with  diffidence,  but  have  endeavoured  to  discharge  it  with 
integrity.  Though  the  state  of  these  Colonies  would  certainly  justify  other 
measures  than  we  have  advised,  yet  weighty  reasons  determined  us  to  prefer 
those  which  we  have  adopted.  In  the  first  place  it  appeared  to  us  a  conduct 
becoming  the  character  these  Colonies  have  sustained,  to  perform  even  in  the 
midst  of  the  unnatural  distresses  and  imminent  dangers  that  surround  them, 
every  act  of  loyalty,  and  therefore  were  induced  once  more  to  ofter  to  hi» 
Majesty  the  Petitions  of  bis  faithful  and  oppressed  subjects  in  America. 
Secondly,  regarding  with  the  tender  atfection  which  we  knew  to  be  so  univer- 
sal among  our  countrymen,  the  pecple  ot  the  Kingdom,  from  which  we  de- 
rive our  origin,  we  could  not  forbear  to  regulate  our  steps  by  an  expectation 
of  receiving  fiill  conviction  that  the  Colonists  are  equally  dear  to  them. 
Between  these  Provinces  and  that  body  subsisLs  the  social  band,  which  we 
ardently  wish  may  never  be  dissolved,  and  which  cannot  be  dissolved  until 
their  minds  shall  become  Indisputably  hostile,  or  their  inattention  shall  per- 
mit those  who  are  thus  hostile  to  persist  in  prosecuting,  with  the  powers  of 
the  Realm,  the  destructive  measures  already  operating  against  the  Colonists, 
and,  in  either  case,  shall  reduce  the  latter  to  such  a  situation  that  they  shall 
be  compelled  to  renounce  every  regard  but  that  of  self-preservation.  Not- 
withstanding the  violence  with  which  affairs  have  been  impelled  they  have 
not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point.  We  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion, 
already  alarmingly  rapid ;  we  have  chosen  a  method  of  opposition  that  does 
not  preclude  a  hearty  reconciliation  with  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  We  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  necessity  that  presses  us  t» 
an  immediate  interruption  of  commerce  that  may  prove  injurious  to  them. 
We  trust  they  will  acquit  us  of  any  unkind  intentions  toward  them  by  reflect- 
ing that  we  are  driven  by  the  hands  of  violence  into  unexperienced  and  un- 
expected convulsions,  and  that  we  are  contending  for  freedom,  so  ofleB 
contended  for  by  our  Ancestors. 

The  people  of  England  will  soon  have  au  opportunity  of  declaring  their 
sentiments  concerning  our  cause.  In  their  piety,  generosity,  and  good  sense, 
we  repose  high  confidence ;  and  cannot,  upon  a  review  of  past  events,  be  per- 
suaded that  they,  the  defenders  of  true  religion,  and  the  asserters  of  the 
lights  of  mankind,  will  take  part  against  their  alfectionate  Protestant  breth- 
ren in  the  Colonies  in  favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  secret  enemies, 
whose  intrigues  for  several  years  past  have  been  wholly  exercised  in  sapping 
the  foundations  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty.  Another  reason  that  engaged 
us  to  prefer  the  commercial  mode  of  opposition,  arose  from  an  assurance 
that  the  mode  will  prove  efficacious,  if  it  be  persisted  in  with  fidelity  and 
virtue;  and  that  your  conduct  will  be  influenced  by  these  laudable  principles, 
cannot  be  questioned.  Your  own  salvation,  and  that  of  your  posterity,  now 
depends  upon  yourselves.  You  have  already  shown  that  you  entertain  a 
proper  sense  of  the  blessings  you  are  striving  to  retain.  Against  the  tempo- 
rary inconveniences  you  may  suffer  from  a  stoppage  of  Trade,  you  will  weigh 
In  the  opposite  balance  the  endless  miseries  you  and  your  descendants  must 
endure  from  an  established  arbitrary  power.     You  will  not  forget  the  honour 
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o{  your  t'ountry,  that  must,  from  your  behaviour,  take  ita  title  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  world,  to  glory  or  to  shame;  and  you  will  with  the  deepest  atten- 
tion reflect,  that  if  the  peaceable  mode  of  opposition  recommended  by  us,  be 
broken  and  rendered  ineffectual,  iis  your  C'rutjl  and  haughty  Ministerial  ene- 
mies, from  a  contemptuous  opinion  of  your  firmness,  insolently  predict  will 
be  the  case,  you  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  choose  either  a  more  danc;er- 
ouf  contest,  or  a  final,  ruinous,  and  infamous  submission. 

Motives  thus  cogent  arising  from  the  emergency  of  your  unhappy  condi- 
tion, must  excite  your  utmost  diligence  and  zeal  to  give  all  possible  strength 
and  energy  to  the  pacifick  measures  calculated  tor  your  relief  J  But  we  think 
ourselves  bound  in  duty  to  observe  to  you,  that  these  schemes  agitated 
against  the  Colonies  have  been  so  conducted  as  to  render  it  prudent  that  you 
should  extend  your  views  to  mournful  events,  and  be  in  all  respects  prepared 
for  every  contingency.  Above  all  things,  we  earnestly  entreat  you,  with  de- 
votion of  spirit,  penitence  of  heart,  and  amendment  of  life,  to  humble  your- 
selves and  implore  the  favour  of  Almighty  (iod ;  and  we  fervently  beseech 
Ms  Divine  goodness  to  take  you  into  his  gracious  protection. 


No.  III. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE   KING. 


Continental   Conyresa. 

The  AddreMH  to  the  King  being  engrossed  and  compared,  was  signed  at  the 

table  by  all  the  Members. 

To  THE  King's  Most  Excellent  Ma.testy: 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign :  We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  of  the 
Colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Deleware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  those  Colonies  who  have  deputed  us  to  represent  them  in  General 
Congress,  by  this  our  hxunble  Petition,  beg  leave  to  lay  our  Grievances  before 
the  Throne. 

A  Standing  Army  has  botMi  kept  in  these  Colonies  ever  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  late  war,  without  the  consent  of  our  Assemblies;  and  this  Army,  with 
a  considerable  Naval  Armament,  has  been  employed  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  Taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  under  him  of  the  Brigadiers 
Generals  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  rendered  supreme  in  all  the  Civil  Got- 
»»mmpnts  in  America. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  your  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America, 
has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  appointed  Governour  of  a  Colony. 

The  charges  of  usual  offices  have  been  greatly  increased,  and  new,  expen- 
sive, and  oppressive  offices  have  been  multiplied. 

The  Judges  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  Courts  are  empowered  to 
rfoeive  their  salaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  condemned  by  themselves. 

The  officers  of  the  Customs  are  empowered  to  break  open  and  enter 
houses,  without  the  authority  of  .iny  Civil  Magistrate,  founded  on  legal  infor- 
mation. 

The  Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Law  have  been  made  entirely  dependent 
<j.D  one  p^rt  of  the  Legislature  for  their  salaries,  as  well  as  for  the  duration  of 
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their  commissions,  Councillors  holding  their  commissions  during  pleasure 
exercise  Legislative  authority. 

Humble  and  reasonable  Petitions  from  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
have  been  fruitless. 

The  Agents  of  the  People  have  beeu  discountenanced,  and  (Toveruours 
have  been  instructed  to  prevent  the  payment  of  their  .salaries. 

Assemblies  have  beeu  repeatedly  and  injuriously  dissolved,  Commerce  ha* 
been  burthened  with  many  useless  and  oppressive  restrictions. 

By  several  Afcts  of  Parliament,  made  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  years  of  your  Majesty's  Reign,  Duties  are  imposed  on  us  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  a  Revenue,  and  the  powers  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty 
Courts  are  extended  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  whereby  our  property  is 
taken  from  us  without  our  consent;  the  trial  by  jury,  in  many  civil  case^,  is 
abolished;  enormous  forfeitures  are  incurred  for  slight  offences;  vexatioua 
informers  are  exempted  I'rom  paying  damages,  to  which  they  are  justly  liable, 
and  oppressive  security  is  required  from  owners  before  they  are  allowed  to 
defend  their  right. 

Both  Houses  of  Parliament  have  resolved,  that  Colonists  may  be  tried  in 
England  for  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  America,  by  virtue  of 
a  Statute,  passed  in  tlie  thirty-fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and.  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  attempts  have  been  made  to  enforce  that  Statute. 

A  Statute  was  passed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  your  Majesty's  Reign,  directing 
that  persons  charged  with  committing  any  offence  therein  describod,  in  any 
place  out  of  the  Realm,  may  be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  same  iu  any  Shire 
or  Coujity  within  the  Realm,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies  may, 
in  sundry  cases,  by  that  Statute  made  Capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their 
peers  of  rJie  vicinage. 

In  the  last  sessions  of  Parliament  an  Act  was  passed  for  blocking  up  the 
Harbour  of  Boston,  another  empowering  the  Governor  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  to  send  persons  indicted  for  murder  in  that  Province,  to  another 
Colony,  or  even  to  Great  Britain,  for  trials,  whereby  such  otiemiers  may  es- 
cape legal  punishment;  a  third  for  altering  the  chartered  Constitution  of 
Government  in  that  Province;  and  a  fourth  for  t-xtending  the  limits  of 
Quebec,  abolishing  the  English  and  restoring  the  French  laws,  whereby  great 
numbers  of  Britisli  Freemen  are  subjected  to  the  latter,  and  establishing  an 
absolute  Government  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion  throughout  those  vast 
regions  that  border  on  the  Westerly  and  Northerly  boundaries  of  the  free 
Protestant  English  settlements;  and  a  fifth  for  the  better  providing  suitable 
Quarters  for  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  his  Majesty's  service  in  North  America, 
To  a  Sovereign,  who  glories  in  the  name  of  a  Briton,  the  bare  recital  of  these 
Acts  must,  we  presume,  justify  the  loyal  subjects,  who  Hy  to  the  toot  of  hL* 
Throne,  and  implore  his  clemency  for  protection  .mainst  them.  From  this 
destructive  system  of  Colony  Administration,  adopted  giuce  the  conclusion 
of  the  last  war,  have  flowed  these  distresses,  dangers,  fears  and  jealousies, 
that  overwhelm  your  Majesty's  dutiful  Colonists  with  affliction;  lud  we  defy 
our  most  subtle  ajul  inveterate  enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy  difference  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  from  the  earlier  period,  or  from 
other  causes  than  we  have  a.ssigned.  Had  they  proceeded  on  our  part  from 
a  restless  levity  of  temper,  unjust  impulses  of  ambition,  or  artful  suggestions 
of  seditious  persons,  we  should  merit  the  ;ipprobriuus  tfrms  freiiuently  be- 
stowed upon  us  by  those  we  revere.  But  so  far  frotn  promoting  innovations, 
we  have  only  opposed  them;  and  can  he  charged  with  no  oflence,  unless  it. 
be  one  to  receive  injuries  ami  be  sensible  of  them. 

Had  our  Creator  been  pleiised  to  give  us  existence  in  a  land  of  slavery,  the 
sense  of  our  condition  mi^ht  have  been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit. 
But  thanks  be  to  his  adorable  gootiness,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  freedom, 
and  ever  enjoyed  our  riglit  undpr  the  auspices  of  your  Royal  ancestor,  whose 
family  was  seated  on  the  British  Throne  to  rescue  and  secure  a  pious  and 
gallant  Nation  from  the  Popery  and  despotism  of  a  superstitious   and  inexo- 
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rable  tyrant.  Your  Mtyesty,  we  are  confident,  justly  rejoices  that  your  title 
to  the  Crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  title  of  your  people  to  liberty ;  and 
therefore  we  doubt  not  but  that  your  Royal  wisdom  must  approve  the  sensi- 
bility that  teaches  your  subjects  anxiously  to  guard  the  blessing  they  re- 
ceived from  Divine  Providence,  and  thereby  to  prove  the  performance  of  that 
compact  which  elevated  the  illustrious  House  of  Brunswick  to  the  imperial 
dignity  it  now  possesses. 

The  apprehension  of  being  degraded  into  a  state  of  servitude,  from  the 
pre-eminent  rank  of  English  Freemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the  strongest 
love  of  liberty,  and  clearly  foresee  the  miseries  preparing  for  us  and  our  pos- 
terity, excites  emotions  in  our  breasts,  which,  though  we  cannot  describe,  we: 
should  not  wish  to  conceal.  Feeling  as  men,  and  thinking  as  subjects,  in  the- 
manner  we  do,  silence  would  be  disloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful  informa- 
tion, we  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  great  objects  of  your  Koyal  cares, 
the  tranquility  of  your  Government,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  Majesty,  and  regard  for  tlie  preservation  of  ourselves  and  our 
posterity,  the  primary  obligations  of  nature  and  of  society,  command  us  ta 
entreat  your  Royal  attention;  and,  as  your  Majesty  enjoys  the  signal  distinc- 
tion of  reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend  the  language  of  freemen  cannot 
be  displeasing.     Your  Royal  indignation,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  those 
designing  and  dangerous  men,  who  daringly  interposing  themselves  between 
your  Royal  person  and  your  faithful  subjects,  and  for  several  years  past  inces- 
santly employed  to  dissolve  the  bonds  of  society  by  abusing  your  Majesty's 
authority,  misrepresenting  your  American  subjects,  and  prosecuting  tlie  most 
desper.ate  and  irritating  projects  of  oppression,  have  at  length  compelled  us, 
by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries,  too  severe  to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to- 
disturb  your  Majesty's  repose  by  our  complaint. 

These  sentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts  that  much  more  willingly  woultr 
bleed  in  your  Majesty's  service,  yet,  so  greatly  have  we  been  misrepresented, 
that  a  necessity  has  been  alleged  of  taking  our  property  from  us  without  our 
consent,  "  to  defray  the  charge  of  administration  of  Justice,  the  support  of" 
*'  Civil  frovernment,  and  the  defence,  protection,  and  security  of  the  Colo- 
"nies."'  But  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  such  provision  has 
been  and  will  he  made  for  defraying  the  two  first  articles,  as  has  been  and! 
shall  be  judged  by  the  Legislature  of  the  several  Colonies  just  and  suitable  to- 
their  respective  circumstances ;  and,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  security 
of  the  Colonies,  their  Militias,  if  properly  regulated,  as  they  earnestly  desire 
may  immediately  be  done,  would  be  fully  sufficient,  at  least  in  times  of  peace; 
and,  in  case  of  war.  your  faithful  Colonies  will  be  ready  and  willins;,  as  they 
ever  have  been,  when  constitutionally  required,  to  demonstrate  their  loyalty 
to  your  Majesty,  by  exciting  our  most  strenuous  ertbrts  in  granting  supplies- 
and  raising  forces.  (1) 

Yielding  to  no  British  subjects  in  affectionate  attachment  to  your  Majesty'* 
person,  family  and  Government,  we  too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  express- 
ing that  attachment  by  those  proofs  that  are  honorable  to  the  Prince  who. 
receives  them,  and  to  the  People  who  give  them,  ever  to  resign  it  to  any  body 
of  men  upon  earth.  Hud  we  been  permitted  to  i-njoy.  in  (juiet.  the  inherit- 
ance left  us  by  our  forefathers,  we  .should,  at  this  time,  have  been  peacefully,, 
cheerfully,  and  uselully  employed  in  recommentliug  ourselves,  by  every  testi- 
mony of  devotion,  to  your  Majesty,  and  of  veneration  to  the  8Uite.  from 
which  we  derive  our  origin.  But  thougli  now  exposed  to  unexpected  and 
unnatural  scenes  of  distress  by  a  contention  with  that  Nation  in  whose- 
parental  guidance  on  all  important  art'airs,  we  have  hitherto,  witli  filial  rever- 
ence, constantly  trusted,  and  therefore  can  derive  no  instruction  in  our  pres- 
ent unhappy  and  pei-plexing  circumstances  from  any  fornn-r  i>xperience;  yet,. 

(DAii  EHtiiuute  nt'  thi'  miiuljer  of  m.iu1s  in  tlie  tuUo*iii;<  I'l-uviiices,  iiimle  in  CmitfreBS.. 
September,  1774.  In  ilivjisachuseita  4uo,OWi:  New  Hampshire  l.io.wx);  Khcxle  lB]aa4 
S9,C78;  Connecticut  I'J^.OOO;  New  York  i'wt.oOO;  New  .lerskjv  130,0(10;  P<'nns>lvauia,  includ- 
ing the  Lower  Counties.  .«>(),iKKt;  .\tarvl:ind  :120,WH):  Viri,'inla  CfiO.iXH);  Nortli  Carulin* 
;5O0,O0O;  South  Carolina,  L*25.0iK>.    Tola!  3,0JC..t)78. 
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we  doubt  not,  the  purity  of  our  intention,  and  the  integrity  of  our  conduct, 
will  justify  us  at  that  grand  tribunal  before  which  all  mankind  must  submit 
to  judgment.  We  ask  but  for  Peace,  Liberty,  and  Safety.  We  wish  not  a 
diminution  of  the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  solicit  the  grant  of  any  new  right 
in  our  favour.  Your  Royal  authority  over  us,  and  our  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  we  shall  always  carefully  and  zealously  endeavor  to  support  and 
maintain. 

Filled  with  sentiments  of  duty  to  your  Majesty,  and  of  affection  to  our 
parent  state,  deeply  impressed  by  our  education,  and  strongly  oontinned  by 
our  reason,  and  anxious  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  these  dispositions,  we  pre- 
sent this  Petition  only  to  obtain  redress  of  Grievances,  and  relief  from  feard 
and  jealousies,  occasioned  by  the  system  of  Statutes  and  Regulations  adopted 
since  the  close  of  the  late  war,  for  raising  a  Revenue  in  Amt-rica  —  extend- 
ing the  powers  of  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty  —  trying  persons 
in  Great  Britain  for  oHences  alleged  to  be  committed  in  America  —  affecting 
the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  —  and  altering  the  Government  and  ex- 
tending tlie  limits  of  Quebec;  by  the  abolition  of  which  system  the  harmony 
between  Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  so  necessary  to  the  happiness  of 
both,  and  so  ardently  desired  by  the  latter,  and  the  usual  intercourse  will  be 
immediately  restored.  In  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  your  Majesty  and 
Parliament,  we  confide  for  a  redness  of  our  other  grievances,  trusting,  that, 
when  the  causes  of  cur  apprehension  are  rfmeved.  our  future  conduct  will 
prove  us  not  unworthy  of  the  regard  we  have  been  accustometl  in  our  happier 
days  to  enjoy.  For,  appealing  to  that  Being  who  searches  thoroughly  the 
hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  solemnly  profess,  that  our  Councils  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  no  other  motive  than  a  dread  of  impending  destruction. 

Permit  us.  then.  Most  gracious  Sovereign,  in  the  name  of  all  your  faithful 
people  in  America,  with  the  utmost  humility,  to  implore  you,  for  the  honour 
of  Almighty  God,  whose  pure  religion  our  enemies  are  undermining;  for 
your  glory,  which  can  be  advanced  only  by  rendering  your  subjects  happy, 
and  keeping  them  united;  for  the  interests  of  your  family  depending  on  an 
adherence  to  the  principles  that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  safety  and  weltiare  of 
your  Kingdoms  and  Dominions,  threatened  with  almost  unavoidable  dangers 
and  distresses,  that  your  ^lajesty,  as  the  loving  Father  ot  your  whole  People, 
connected  by  the  same  bands  of  Law,  Loyalty,  Faith  anil  Blood,  though 
dwelling  in  various  countries,  will  not  sutler  the  transcendent  relation  foruie<I 
by  these  ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in  uncertain  expectation  of  effects,  that, 
if  attained,  never  can  compensate  for  the  calamities  tInou<.h  which  they  mu-it 
be  gained. 

We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  beseech  your  Majesty  that  your  Royal  au- 
thority and  interposition  may  Ije  used  for  our  relief,  and  that  a  gracious 
Answer  May  he  given  to  this  Petition. 

That  your  Majesty  may  enjoy  evpry  felicity  through  a  long  and  glorious 
Reign,  over  loyal  and  happy  subjects,  and  that  your  descendants  may  inherit 
your  prosperity  and  Dominions  till  time  shall  be  no  more,  is,  and  always  will 
he.,  our  sincere  and  fervent  prayer. 

Henry  Midulkton,  rreaident. 

,ToHN  SurxiVAN. 


Xi-w  Hampshire.  |  Vt 


Massachusetts  Bav 


tuomas  cushixg, 
Samuel  Adams. 

JolIX    ADAMi*. 

KoBEKT  Treat  Paine, 


„.     ,     T  ,      .  I  Stephkn  Hopkins, 

Rhode  Lsiand,  >  v,«,..t   w,«.» 

(    SAMI.  I-.L    VVAKl>, 

SElipualet  Dyer, 
Rt>uEK  Sherman, 
Si  I,  AH    1)KA^E, 
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New  York, 


Xew  Jersey, 


Ponnsylvaniii, 


Delaware  Government, 


Maryland. 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Philip  Livingston, 
John  Alsop, 
Isaac  Low, 
James  Ditane. 
John   Jay. 
William  Floyd. 
Henry  Wisner, 
Simon  Boerum, 
William  LivrNosrow, 
John  DeHaut, 
Stephen  Crane, 
R1CH.U11)  Smith, 
Edward  Biddle, 
Joseph  Galloway, 
John  Dickinson, 
John  Morton. 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
George  Ross, 
Charles  kuMPUREvs, 

Cjesar  Rodney, 
Thomas  M'Kean, 
George  Read, 

Matthew  Tilohman, 
Thomas  Johnson,  Junk. 
William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chase, 

Richard  Henby  Lbb» 
Patrick  Henky', 
George  Washington, 
Edmund  Pendleton, 
Richard  Bland, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 

William  Hooper. 
Joseph  Hewes,        » 
RiCHAiiD  Caswell, 

Thomas  Lynch. 
Christopher  Gadbdbw, 
John  Rutledoe, 
Edward  Rutledgk. 


memorandum. 

Aaonts  to  whom  the  Address  of  the  King  is  to  be  sent: 

For  New  Hiunpshire,  Paul  Wkntwobth,  Esq.,  Ac. 
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SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOB. 


A  Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  several  Towns  in  the  Province,  wa^- 
held  at  Exeter  January  2o''>,  1775,  but  the  Editor  has  not  succeeded  in  finding 
a  Journal  of  their  proceedings  in  full,  nor  the  names  of  the  Deputies  in 
attendance.  The  account  which  follows,  with  the  Address,  is  copied  from 
Am.  Arch.  4  Ser.,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  1179-82. 


Province  of  New  Hampsliire. 

At  the  Convention  of  Deputies,  appointed  by  the  severaf 
Towns  in  the  Province  aforesaid,  lield  at  Exeter  on  the  25"'  day 
of  January,  1775 :  present  one  hundred  and  forty-four  Members. 

Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Es({uire,  President. 

Voted  unanimously,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  late  Grand  Continental  Congress,  respecting  the  just 
Btate  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Bi-itish  Colonies,  and  of 
the  means  recommended  to  restore,  secure,  and  protect  the  same ;: 
and  that  we  return  our  most  unfeigned  thanks  to  the  late  Mem- 
bers of  that  Congress  in  General,  and  to  those  of  this  Province  in 
particular,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  important  trust  reposed 
in  them. 

Voted,  That  .John  Sullivan  and  John  Laugdon.  Esq«.,  be  Dele- 
gates to  represent  this  Province  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
proposed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May 
next;  and  that  they,  and  each  of  them  in  the  absence  of  the 
other,  have  fiill  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  to 
consent  and  agree  to  all  measures  which  said  Congress  shall  deem 
necessary  to  obtain  redress  of  American  Grievances. 

Voted,  That  two  liundred  and  fifty  pounds,  lawful  money,  be 
raised,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  said  DeleLT'ites. 

Voted,  That  the  Honourable  John  Wentwortli,  Esquire,  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Folsom,  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Escjuii-e,  Colonel 
Josiah  Bartlet,  Colonel  Christopher  Toppan,  Ebenezer  Thomp- 
son, and  William  Whipple,  Esquires,  be  a  Conimittee  in  behalf  of 
this  Province,  to  call  a  Provincial  Convention  of  Deputies,  when 
they  shall  judge  the  exigencies  of  publick  affairs  require  it ;  and 
that  they,  together  with  Samuel  Cutts  and  John  Pickering,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  this  Province. 
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Voted,  The  following  Addrkss, 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Nevt  Hampshire. 

Brbthren:  When  we  consider  the  unhappy  condition  to  which  you  and 
your  American  brethren  are  reduced;  when  we  reflect  tliat  for  near  ten 
months  past  you  have  been  deprived  of  any  share  in  your  own  Government, 
and  of  those  advantages  which  flow  to  society  from  Legislative  Assemblies ; 
when  we  view  the  lowering  clouds,  charged  with  ministerial  vengeance,  fast 
spreading  over  this  extensive  Continent,  ready  to  burst  on  the  heads  of  it» 
inhabitants,  and  to  involve  the  whole  British  Empire  in  one  common  ruin, 
at  this  alarming  juncture,  duty  to  Almighty  God,  to  our  country,  ourselves, 
and  posterity,  loudly  demands  our  most  strenuous  exertions  to  avoid  the  im- 
pending danger. 

Such  are  the  measures  adopted  by  the  British  Ministry  for  enslaving  you, 
and  with  such  incessant  vigilance  has  their  plan  been  prosecuted,  that  Ty- 
ranny already  begins  to  waive  its  banners  in  your  borders,  and  to  threaten 
these  once  happy  regions  with  infamous  and  detestable  slavery. 

Shall  we,  knowing  the  value  of  freedom,  and  nursed  in  the  arms  of  Libertyr 
make  a  base  and  ignominious  surrender  of  our  rights,  thereby  consigning 
succeeding  generations  to  a  condition  of  wretchedness,  from  which,  perhaps, 
all  human  ettbrts  will  be  insufficient  to  extricate  them  ? 

Duty  to  ourselves,  and  regard  for  our  country,  should  induce  us  to  defeud 
our  liberties,  and  to  transmit  the  fair  inheritance  unimpaired  to  posterity. 

Should  our  restless  enemies  drive  us  to  arms  in  defence  of  everything  we 
hold  dear,  we  should  be  reduced  to  a  state,  dreadful  even  in  contemplation; 
for,  should  we  prove  victorious,  the  blood  of  our  brethren  shed  in  the  un- 
happy contest,  would  cause  the  laurels  to  wither  on  our  brows,  and  make 
the  conquerors  mourn  with  the  vanquished.  But  should  our  enemies  be 
successful,  they  will  thereby  rivet  the  chains  of  slavery  upon  us  and  our 
posterity. 

Thus  surrounded  with  dangers  and  distresses  on  every  side,  it  behoves  u» 
to  adopt  and  pursue  such  peaceable  measures,  as,  under  God,  will  be  most 
likely  to  prevent  those  dreadfiil  calamities  with  which  we  are  threatened. 

Fully  sensible  that  to  point  out,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  methods 
by  which  you  may  shun  the  threatening  evils,  would  require  more  than 
human  wisdom,  we  can  only  recommend  such  measures  as  appear  to  us  most 
likely  to  answer  that  desirable  end,  and  best  calculated  to  restore  to  yon 
that  peace  and  harmony  so  ardently  wished  for  by  every  gooii  and  honest 
American.     We  therefore  earnestly  recommend, 

1*'.  That  you  discountenance  and  discourage  all  trespiisses  and  injuries 
against  individuals  and  their  property,  and  all  disorders  of  every  kind ;  and 
that  you  cultivate  and  maintain  peace  and  harmony  among  yourselves. 

2''.  That  you  yield  due  obedience  to  the  Magistrates  within  this  Govern- 
ment, and  carefully  endeavor  to  support  the  laws  thereof. 

3*1.  That  you  strictly  adhere  to  the  Association  of  the  late  Continental 
Congress,  and  deal  with  the  violators  of  it  in  the  manner  therein  recom- 
mended. 

4'".  Tliat  you  endeavor  particularly  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  I'rnvinctr 
against  Plawkers,  Pedlars,  and  Petty-Chapmen. 

5'".  That  you  abstain  from  the  use  of  East  India  Tea,  wht^never.  or  by 
whatever  me.ans  it  has  or  may  be  imported. 

(}'•'.  Tliat  you  encourage  and  support  your  several  Committees  of  Corres- 
pondence and  Inspection,  in  discharginj;  the  very  important  trust  you  have 
reposed  in  them. 

7*''.  That  in  case  any  inhabitant  of  these  Colonies  should  be  seized,  in 
order  to  be  transported  to  Great  Britain,  or  other  parts  beyond  Seas,  to  be 
tried  for  offences  supposed  to  be  committed  in  America,  you  conduct  your- 
selves agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  late  Continental  Congress. 

tJ"".   That  in  your  several  stations  you  promote  and  encourage  the  Maun- 
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factures  of  this  country,  and  endeavor,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  in- 
duce all  under  you,  and  with  whom  you  are  connected,  to  practice  economy 
and  industry,  and  to  shun  all  kinds  of  extravagance. 

9*.  That  the  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments  strictly  comply  with  the 
laws  of  this  Province  for  regulating  the  Militia;  and  as  the  Militia  upon  this 
•<^ontinent.  if  properly  disciplined,  would  be  able  to  do  great  service  in  itd 
defence,  should  it  ever  be  invaded  by  his  Majesty's  enemies,  that  you  ac- 
quaint yourselves  with  the  manual  exercise,  particularly  that  recommended 
and  enjoined  by  the  Captain  General,  the  motions  l)eing  natural,  easy,  and 
best  calculated  to  qualify  persons  for  real  action ;  and  also  to  improve  them- 
selves in  those  evolutions  which  are  necessary  for  infantry  in  time  of 
•engagement. 

10"'.  That,  iis  your  enemies  are  using  every  art  to  impoverish  and  distress 
you,  in  order  to  induce  submission  to  their  arbitrary  mandates,  you  carefully 
shun  those  measures  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  distress  your  brethren 
and  fellow-sutferers,  and  avoid  all  unnecessary  lawsuits,  and  endeavour  to 
settle  disputes  between  you  in  the  most  amicable  and  least  expensive  man- 
ner. That  all  debtfirs  exert  themselves  in  discharging  their  just  debts,  and 
all  creditors  exercise  such  lenity  as  their  circumstances  will  admit  of. 

ll*".  Tliat  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  are  now  labouring  under  a  load  of  Ministerial  ven- 
geance, laid  upon  them  to  enforce  obedience  to  certain  arbitrary  and  unconsti- 
tutional acts,  which,  if  once  submitted  to,  must  involve  all  America  in  slavery 
and  ruin;  conscious  that  all  these  Colonies  are  largely  indebted  to  the  virtue 
and  fortitude  of  those  patriotick  assertors  of  freedom,  we  heartily  recommend 
a  continuation  of  your  contributions,  for  the  relief  of  that  oppressed  people; 
and  that  you  keep  j'ourselves  in  constant  readiness  to  support  them  in  their 
just  opposition,  whenever  necessity  may  re<juire. 

Lastly,  We  earnestly  entreat  you,  at  this  time  of  tribulation  and  distress, 
when  your  enemies  are  urging  you  to  despair,  when  every  scene  around  ia 
full  of  gloom  and  horror,  that  in  imitation  of  your  pious  forefathers,  with 
contrition  of  spirit  and  penitence  of  heart,  you  implore  the  Divine  Being, 
who  alone  is  able  to  deliver  you  from  your  present  unhappy  and  distressing 
situation,  to  espouse  your  righteous  cause,  secure  your  liberties,  and  fix  them 
.on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis;  and  we  fervently  beseech  him  to  restore  to  you, 
jUid  your  American  brethren,  that  peace  and  tranquillity  so  ardently  desired, 
and  earnestly  sought  for,  by  every  true  friend  to  liberty  and  mankind. 
By  order  of  the  Convention. 

J.  Wkntworth,  President. 


Brentwood  C'onimitteen. 

[Copied  from  Am,  Ar.,  4<h  8er.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  1222.1 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Con-espondence  in  Brentwood,  February 
0,  1775.  • 

Voted,  Doctor  Thomas  Peabody,  Chairman. 

Voted,  Mr.  William  Keous,  Clerk. 

Voted,  To  abide  by  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  use  our 
/endeavours  that  others  shall  comply  with  the  same. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  committee  be  given  to  the  Grand  American 
Congress,  and  in  particular  to  the  truly  patriotick  Members  of  this  Province. 

Voted,  That  if  any  Pedlars,  Hawkers  or  Petty-Chapmen,  shall  offer  for  sale 
any  sort  of  Merchandise  whatsoever,  that  we  will  use  the  utmost  of  our  en- 
ileavours  that  they  be  dealt  with  according  to  law;  and  if  any  person  or  per- 
Hoiig  shall  trade  with,  or  otherM'ise  encourage  such  Pedlars,  by  entertaining 
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them,  such  person  or  persoim  shall  bo  deomed  and  treated  m  enemies  to  ilii» 
CouQtrJI 

Voted,  If  any  Merclumt,  Trader  or  other  person  within  our  limits,  shall 
take  ;ulvautai;e  of  the  present  distressed  circumstances  of  America,  and  by 
an  avaricious  thirst  after  gain,  shall  raise  the  price  of  any  commodities  what- 
ever beyoml  their  usual  reasonable  prices,  or  use  thtiir  influence  l)y  wofds  or 
actions,  to  disconcert  the  measures  advised  to  by  the  (Jrand  ContinentaJ  Con- 
gress when  made  to  appear  to  this  Committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
shiUl  have  their  names  published  in  tlie  New  ILunpshirK  Gazette,  tliat  they 
may  be  pubJickly  known,  and  treated  as  enemies  to  tliis  Country. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Thomas  Pkauody,  Chairman. 
William  Kkouh.  Clerk. 


Portsmouth   Conindttee. 

The  Committee  for  carrying  the  Association  recommended  Ijy  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  Into  execution,  have  taken  under  their  [serious]  considerar 
tion  the  practice  of  Gaming,  more  especially  that  at  Cards  and  Billiards, 
which  there  is  great  reason  to  think  still  prevails  in  this  Town ;  they  there- 
fore do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all  those  who  furnish  the  accommodations 
for  these  purposes,  to  discontinue  their  unjustifiable  proceedings  at  this  time, 
when  all  the  Colonies  are  involved  in  deep  distress  and  danger;  otherwise 
they  may  depend  upon  seeing  their  names  in  tlie  publick  Papers,  as  re<!om- 
mended  in  the  dissociation. 

The  Committee  do  likewise  recommend  it  to  the  Merchants  and  Traders 
in  this  Town,  who  are  dealing  in  European  Goods,  that  they  do  not  take  any 
advantage  of  the  times,  by  raising  the  price  of  Goods,  lest  they  be  found  vio- 
lating the  Grand  American  Association,  and  of  course  deemed  and  treated 
as  inimical  to  the  glorious  cause,  .so  zealously  espoused  by  every  true  friend  to^ 
the  just  rights  of  mankind, 

H.  Wkntwoktu,  Chairman. 

Portsmouth,  Kebi-uary  10,  1775. 


Plymouth  Town  3Ieetiny, 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4ii  Ser.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  1245.  | 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  in  said  County, 
on  Fryday,  the  17th  day  of  February,  1775 : 

Voted  Mr.  John  Willoughby,  Moderator. 

Voted,  That  the  Honourable  John  Fenton,  Esquire,  represent  this  Town 
in  General  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  the  following  Instmctions  be  given  to  the  Honourable  John 
Fenton,  Esquire,  as  our  Kepresentative,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  for- 
warded by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  Printer  of  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  to 
be  published. 

To  the  Uonourable  John  Fenton,  Esquire,  Reprenentative  for  the  Town  of 
Plymouth  in  the  County  of  Grafton  : 

Sir:  We  the  Freeholders  of  tlie  Town  of  Plymouth,  being  highly  impressed 
with  the  most  favourable  sentiments  of  you,  from  the  many  eminent  services- 
conferred  on  this  County,  and  the  town  of  Plymouth  in  particular,  since 
your  first  acquaintance  with  us,  should  think  it  needless,  at  any  other  time 
than  this,  to  give  you  instructions  respecting  your  conduct  as  our  Represeu- 
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tativd  in  General  Assembly.  But  when  we  reflect  on  the  momentous  affairs 
that  are  now  pending  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  andlkhe  im- 
minent danger  that  threatens  them,  (for  we  look  upon  the  interest  to  be 
mntual)  we  trust  that  you  will  not  construe  our  instructing  you  to  arise  from 
Any  distrust  or  want  of  confidence,  but  from  anxious  wish  and  hearty 
desire  to  see  the  strictest  harmony  once  more  established  between  our  parent 
state  and  her  Colonies,  according  to  their  Charter  and  other  rights,  as  they 
have  been  practised  from  the  first  accession  of  the  august  House  of  Hanover, 
to  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act.  We  therefore  think  it  our  duty  to  instruct 
you  as  our  Representative. 

First,  That  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  preserve  the  laws  of 
the  land  inviolate,  and  by  every  legal  means  prevent  a  diminution  of  them  in 
every  respect  whatever;  for  should  the  people  either  throw  them  aside,  or  in 
any  manner  disregard  them,  we  apprehend  that  anarchy  and  contusion  must 
quickly  ensue. 

Secondly,  We  recommend  to  you  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  discountenance 
^very  act  of  oppression,  cither  as  to  the  persons  or  properties  of  individuals, 
as  we  look  upon  such  proceedings  to  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  common 
cause,  and  directly  tending  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  people  with  jealousies  and 
.distrusts,  the  bad  effects  of  which  must  appear  obvious  to  every  man  of 
4;ommon  understanding. 

Thirdly,  We  desire  that  you  will  not  on  any  account  give  up,  or  in  manner 
suffer  a  diminution  of  the  rights  and  privileges  we  now  enjoy,  as  we  live 
under  good  and  wholesome  laws ;  and, 

Fourthly,  That  you  will  do  the  utmost  in  your  power  to  keep  harmony  in 
the  House,  that  the  publick  affairs  of  the  Province  may  be  discussed  with 
coolness  and  impartiality;  much  depending  on  such  conduct  at  this  time  of 
our  difficulties;  also,  that  you  will  endeavor  to  have  the  House  open,  that 
those  out  of  doors  may  be  acquainted  with  the  debates  of  their  Members,  the 
practice  of  secrecy  heretofore  used,  tending  much  to  the  disquiet  of  numbers 
^f  their  constituents. 


Military  Company  at  Durham. 

Articles  of  iNLisxMEyx. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4«»'  Ser.,  Vol.  U..  p.  31.] 

We.  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  Company, 
and  meet  at  Durham  Falls,  on  every  Monday  afternoon,  for  six  months  nesj; 
ooming,  to  ac(iuaint  ourselves  with  tlie  Military  Art,  and  instruct  each  other 
in  the  various  manteuvers  and  evolutions  which  are  necessary  for  Infantry 
in  time  of  battle.  We  also  agree  to  appear  each  time  well  furnished  with 
Arms  and  Ammunition ;  and  at  our  first  meeting,  to  nominate  and  appoint 
the  several  officers,  who  are  to  preside  over  us  tor  the  first  month,  and  then 
proceed  to  appoint  others  for  the  next  month,  always  avoiding  to  re-elect  any 
that  have  ."served,  until  all  the  others  liave  gone  through  their  tour  of  duty, 
as  oflScers:  And  at  any  muster  or  field-day,  we  shall  hold  ourselves  obliged 
to  incorporate  with  the  respective  companies  to  which  we  belong,  and  yield 
all  due  obedience  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Militia,  appointed  by  the  Cap- 
tain Gt;neral ;  and  endeavor  to  instruct  those  who  are  undisciplined  in  tlie^ 
best  manner  we  are  able.  (1) 

(I)  With  thlH  Company  M^or  Jolm  Sullivan  was  connected.  It  cjnsiBted  of  j'2  '-reputa- 
ble inhabitants."  See  interesting  articles  relating  to  this  company,  in  Am.  Ar..  4th  ser., 
Vol.  II..  pp.  .31,  32.  .K»  quoted  from  .Vew  Hampshire  Gazette.  March  3d  and  17th.  177.5.  — 
Ed. 
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NOTE   BY   THK   EDITOR. 

During  this  unsettled  state  of  attains,  County  Congresses,  as  tbey  were 
called,  were  held  in  some  parts  of  the  Province,  particularly  in  Hillsboro' 
County,  which  were  composed  of  delegates  from  the  several  towns  in  said 
County.  The  records  of  these  County  Congresses  are  imperfect ;  but  for  the 
following,  the  editor  is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  E.  D.  Boyi.ston,  Esq.,  of 
Amherst,  who  searched  the  records  of  the  towns  in  Hillsborough  County 
with  great  care,  in  relation  to  this  matter.  He  also  found  valuable  papers, 
in  the  hands  of  Hon.  Charles  H.  Campbell,  of  Nashua,  whose  grandfather , 
Daniel  Campbell,  Esq.,  of  Amherst,  was  an  active  participant  in  the  proceed- 
ings on  those  occasions,  and  who  had  the  said  Papers  in  his  possession,  at 
the  time  of  his  decease. 

The  Papers  arranged  according  to  date,  and  for  easy  reference  are  placed 
together,  although  they  relate  to  matters  of  different  periods. 


Vote  passed  at  a    Toicn  Meeting  in  Amherst  held   October  "24, 

1774. 

•  [Copy  from  Town  Records.) 

Voted  that  Mr.  Paul  D.  Sergent,  Mr.  Bejij*  Kinrick,  Daniel  Campble  be 
Delegates,  &  do  hereby  direct  and  Instruct  them  to  use  their  Endeavours  to 
Secure  and  maintain  Peace  &  good  Order  in  this  Town  &  to  use  their  utmost 
Efforts  to  defuse  peace  and  good  order  through  this  <Jounty,  and  Excite  in 
the  minds  of  People  a  due  Respect  to  all  just  measures  that  may  be  recom- 
mended by  the  present  grand  Congress  at  Phihvlelphia.  and  said  Delegates 
are  hereby  instructed  to  take  Copys  of  this  vote  from  the  Clerk  and  send  to 
all  the  Towns  in  this  County  that  they  shall  think  necessary  to  constitute  a 
County  Congress;  that  so  th»;  good  ends  aforesaid  may  be  Answered,  Griev- 
(inces  heard,  and  Renionstr;(t>'  to  such  Authority  whose  Province  it  is  to 
grant  Redress. 


Amherst,  April  .5""  1776. 
In  County  Congress,  Present. 

Benj''Kenrick,  Dan'  Campbel,  Paul  Dudley  Sargant,  Amherst;  Jon**  Martin, 
Mr.  Punnam,  [Putman]  VViltou ;  Francis  Blood  &  John  Crauin,  Temple; 
Francis  Eps,  Lindboro',  Deacon  Juit.  Holies;  Joseph  Meriam,  Mason;  Capt. 
Chamberlane,  Capt.  Auld,  Capt.  Barron,  John  Neal  &  Simeon  Cumraings, 
Merrymack ;  Arron  Brown,  Peterborough ;  Doc"  Jon"  Gove,  Esq''  Clark  and 
Thomas  Willson,  New  Boston ;  Nath'  Switzer.  Dearing;  Esq  Quigley.  Frances 
Town;  John  Parker  &  Dan'  Kendal,  Litchfield;  James  Martin,  Bedford; 
Joseph  Bates,  New  Ipswich;  Asa  Davis,  Mr.  Hazelton,  Nottingham  West; 
Capt  Lovewel,  Dunstable;  Capt.  Stark's,  Derryfield. 

1.  Voted  Ben,j^  Kenrick  Chairmaji. 

2.  Voted  John  Cragen  clerk. 
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5.  Voted  to  adopt  aud  abide  by  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress 
—  objected  to  by  Docf  Gove  &  Esq""  Quigley. 

4.  Voted,  That  Capt.  Blood,  Capt.  Stark,  Capt.  Lovewell.  Mr.  tiergt- ant.  Mr. 
Jo"  Martin,  Doc'  Gove,  and  Dan'  Campbell  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  the 
several  Articles  in  tlie  Circular  Letter  sign^  by  Benj^  Kendrick  &  Dan' 
Campbel  aud  make  Return  to-morrow  at  the  adjournment. 

Adjourned. 

April  6,  met  by  adjournment. 

5.  Whereas  it  is  "Jfeceaary  for  the  Defence  of  any  Peopie  that  they  Perfect 
themselves  in  the  military  art  and  whereas  it  is  said  from  the  good  dissiplin 
of  regular  Troops  that  one  Regiment  would  put  to  flight  ten  that  are 
not  Dissiplined,  we  earnestly  recomend  to  this  County  to  form  tliemselve* 
into  companys  and  make  choice  of  such  men  as  they  shall  tliink  Best  Quaii- 
tied  for  teaching  the  military  art  to  meet  once  a  week  at  least  at  the  same 
time  paying  that  obeillence  to  the  officers  appointed  by  authority  as  the  Law 
requires  and  make  certain  rules  binding  themselves  in  the  manner  they 
Judge  most  proper  for  executing  the  above  mentioned  Plan. 

We  woulil  Recommend  to  all  Persons  of  this  Comraunity  not  to  engage  in 
any  Routs  Roits  or  licentious  attiicks  on  the  persons  or  property  of  any  Per- 
son or  property  whatsoever  as  being  subversive  of  all  irood  order  Sc  Govern- 
ment 

«.  That  a  Remonstrance  be  made  to  the  Good  People  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  shewing  the  Diiliculty  this  County  lalior.'i  umier  from  their  not 
being  able  to  Recover  monies  in  that  Province  when  there  are  considerable 
sums  Due  to  them  cte  praying  that  they  would  not  Distress  us  at  this  time^ 
when  we  are  Doing  every  thins  in  our  Power  for  them. 

7.  That  a  Petition  be  Drawn  &  preferr'd  to  the  General  Court  praying  art 
aet  to  be  made  Kequiring  the  Endorser  to  make  oath  that  he  ha*  paid  a  con- 
sideration Equal  in  value  for  any  Note  brought  in  his  Xame. 

8.  That  a  Petition  he  Drawn  &  preferred  to  the  General  Court  praying  an 
act  to  be  made  th.it  then-  mav  be  two  Superiour  Courts  in  this  Countv  annu 
ally. 

9.  Voted  That  CapL  John  Stark,  Mr.  Paul  Dudley  Sargant  &  Dan'  Camp- 
bel  be  a  Comittee  to  Draw  up  tiie  Petition  to  be  preferr'd  to  the  General 
Court,  also  carry  the  same  to  the  Select  men  oi  the  several  Townfl  in  the 
County  in  order  U>  be  signed  by  them,  likewise  Present  the  same  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

10.  Voted  That  the  above  named  CapU  John  Stark  Paul  Dudley  Sergant 
«fe  Dan'  Campljel  be  a  Committee  to  Draw  a  Remonstrance  to  the  good  People 
of  the  Ma.«isachusetts  and  Insert  the  same  in  the  Esex  (Jazete  and  one  of  the 
Boston  Papei-s. 

11.  Voted  that  Deacon  Jewet.  Doct.  Gove  ik  Ens"  Dan'  Kendal  be  a  Coui- 
mittee  to  wait  upon  the  (ientlemen  of  the  Barr  Desireing  them  as  much  a^ 
In  Ues  consisting  with  honor  &  justice  to  Discourage  all  actions  that  may  l)e 
bro't  by  Persons  in  the  Bay  Government,  against  any  man  in  y^  county, 
until  the  laws  have  free  course  in  that  Government  (1)  and  make  Report  at 
the  adjournment. 

Adjourn' d  till  tomorrow  at  Eight  o'clock. 


April  7.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Return  from  the  Gentlemen  of  tlie  Barr  by  the  Committee  chosen  to 
treat  with  them  that  they  will  ftily  comply  with  the  above  Request  in  ail  Par- 
ticulars. 

(l^Thifl  article  iw  Interline*!  aud  was  oritpnally  wntten  "antUl  the  pre*jut  ilitticuJs)  i» 
mjttled."  —  Ed. 
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Voted,  Return  the  thanks  of  this  Body  to  s**  Committee  tor  their  faithful 
services. 

Voted  That  Paul  Dudley  Stu-<,'ant,  Jon"  Martin  &  Dan'  Campbel  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  call  a  meeting  of  the  County  when  they  shall  sec  occasion  tiieretbr, 
and  Dosolved  the  meeting. 


.VOTE. 


[A  third  County  Congress  was  held  at  Amherst  May  24^"  1775.  A  mere 
fragment  of  the  Circular  calling  it  was  found  many  years  since  among  the 
papers  of  the  late  John  Bell,  Esq.,  of  Bedford,  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  that 
town  in  that  year,  and  published  by  the  late  Col.  Potter,  in  his  History  of 
Manchester.     It  is  as  follows. — Ed. 


"  God  forbid!     Let  every  Brest  swell  with  disdain  at  the  Impious  thought. 

Tlie  British  troops  have  invaded  every  Sacred  Right  of  Nature.  Then  let 
us  defend  them  as  long  as  we  have  life.  And  we  believe  the  Great  God  that 
Gave  them  to  us  will  look  down  with  gracious  Approbation  and  Cause  us  and 
our  Posterity  to  Rejoice  in  his  Salvation.  And  while  we  are  vigorously 
Defending  ourselves  against  the  attacks  of  the  Britisii  Troops,  it  is  expedient 
and  equally  necessary  to  give  due  attention  to  our  internal  Policy  in  this 
County. 

Stimulated  by  these  reflections,  we  have  Thought  proper,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  a  number  of  Respectable  men  in  Amherst,  to  appoint  a  County  Con- 
gress. Accordingly  Wednesday  the  24"i  of  this  instant  May,  at  eleven  of  the 
clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Cort  House  in  said  Amherst,  is  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  to  consider  and  determine  upon  the  following  Particulars,  viz. 

First,  To  see  if  the  Congress  will  appoint  a  Committee  of  Con-ispondence- 
to  wait  upon  or  join  with  the  Congress  in  the  Province  of  Massichusette- 
Bay. 

Secondly,  To  go  into  some  measure  for  the  better  security  of  the  internal 
Polity  of  this  County  to  prevent  declining  into  a  State  of  Nature. 

Thirdly,  Enforce  a  strict  Adherence  to  the  Association  of  the  late  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

It  is  Desu*ed  that  you  send  your  Delegates  and  with  them  a  Certificate  of 
their  appointment 

Gentlemen  we  are  your 

hhble  Servt". 


May  IS''"  A.  D.  1776. 


Daniel  Campbell  |   Committee  for 
JoNA.  Mabtin  I  calling  a  Congress. 


At  a  Convention  of  the  Delegates  from  the  several  Towns  in  y«  County 
held  at  Amherst  May  24«'»  1775. 

Chose  Jonathan  Martin  Chairman 

Rever^  i[r.  Searl  of  Mason,  Clerk 

to  see  if  it  is  the  mind  of  the  members  of  this  body  to  agree  to  and  aquies 
in  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Continental  Congress  in  Sep'.  &  Oct"^  last  at  Phile- 
delphia. 

Voted  in  the  affirmative 

to  see  if  s**  Towns  in  y*  County  have  chosen  a  Committee  of  Safty  to  see  if 
the  several  Towns  strikly  adhere  to  late  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Coa- 
gresB. 

29 
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Answered  in  the  affirmative  except  two  towns,  which  promis'd  to  forward 
the  same. 

Voted  a  Committee  to  act  on  any  aflairs  that  may  come  before  them  or  any 
seven  of  them  to  be  a  Corram  to  act  till  further  orders. 

Committee. 

Campbel  Neal  Hail  Mr.  Searl  Bowman 

Nevins  Barrow  Simonds  Mr.  Webster      Patten 

Lovewell  Martin  Holmes  Adams  Jones. 


Letter  directed  to  Mr.  tb'earle  Clerk  for  the  Goanttj  Congress. 

Holies,  July  17">  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

You  must  be  Sensible  that  it  has  been  strongly  Recommended  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  enjoyued  by  them  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
Towns  in  this  Government,  that  they  choose  Committees  of  Safety,  to  keep 
Good  Order  in  their  Respective  Towns,  &■  also  to  Examine  &  deal  with  all 
such  persons  as  appeared  to  be  any  ways  Enemical  to  their  Country.  You 
must  also  be  Sensible  that  it  has  been  Recommended  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  all  the  Colonies  on  this  Continent  in  General,  and  in  Particular 
We  in  this  Government  have  had  it  Recommended  to  us  by  our  Provincial 
Congress  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  preserve  Good  order  among  ourselves,  that 
thereby  the  union  of  all  the  Colonies  might  be  perfectly  harmonious,  that 
we  misht  avoid  doing  any  thing  that  might  Cross  the  General  plan  &  have  a 
tendency  to  destroy  the  Common  Cause.  Therefore,  we  would  inform  you 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  did  choose  us  tlie  Subscribers  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  the  Purposes  above  mentioned,  &  we  have  met  from  time 
to  time,  &  always  hitherto  liave  been  and  still  are  Ready  to  hear  any  Com- 
plaint against  any  inhabitant  of  this  Town  &  determine  the  same  impartially. 
Notwithstanding  all  which  we  understand  you  have  Astiumed  on  authority  of 
your  own  to  Summon  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  before  you  for 
Tryal.  We  should  liave  Really  thought,  if  you  had  anything  against  any  of 
them,  that  you  could  not  have  been  so  mistaicen  as  not  to  have  known  that  it 
was  your  duty  to  have  come  &  complained  to  us,  and  if  you  were  not  Satis- 
fied with  our  Decision  of  any  matter  you  might  appeal  for  a  Further  Tryal 
to  our  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Continental  Con- 
gress: this  we  look  upon  to  be  the  proper  way  —  and  when  any  person  or 
body  of  men,  do  a.ssume  upon  themselves  to  go  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
Respective  Congresses,  &  the  Rules  and  Resolves  Laid  down  by  tliem,  they 
are  Really  hurting  the  Common  Cause,  and  are  (wliat  they  call  others) 
Enemies  to  their  <  ountry.  And  you  may  depend  on  it  that  we  both  as  mem- 
bers of  Society,  and  as  a  Committee  of  Safety  in  this  Town,  shall,  as  We  think 
it  our  Indispensable  duty,  do  all  in  our  power  to  have  th^  strictest  Regard 
and  obedience  paid  to  whatever  the  Respective  Congresses  have  already  ad- 
vised to,  and  shall  hereafter  advise  to,  for  tlie  good  of  the  Common  Cause. 

As  to  your  Citing  any  persons  before  you  who  have  been  E.xamined  by  us, 
and  dealt  with.  We  look  upon  it  to  be  of  Dangerous  Consequence,  a  very 
Extraordinary  Procedure,  and  a  Reflection  upon  our  Capacity  and  under- 
standing, and  something  which  did  not  belong  to  your  proper  Province. 

We  lierewith  send  you  inclosed  a  Copy  of  the  Declaration  which  was  suf)- 
scribed  by  sundrj'  persons  of  this  town,  &  which  was  thought  by  us  to  be 
satisfactory,  &  we  gave  these  persons  a  Certificate  under  our  hands  that  we 
looked  upon  them  as  friends  to  their  Country.  This  declaration  liere  inclosed 
has  been  shown  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Government,  to  a  number  of  Gents,  in  the  Massachusetts  Province,  »S;  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticutt.  and  they  all  of  them  have  highly  approved  of  it, 
and  think  it  by  all  means  satisfactory. 
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Upon  the  whole,  (rentleraen,  we  would  assure  you,  thut  all  we  are  seeking 
after  is  to  promote  the  good  of  the  Country,  of  the  Province,  and  the  Com- 
mon Cause  of  all  America  in  -'j;eneral,  in  the  defence  of  our  just  Rights  and 
Liberties;  and  We  earnestly  Wish  and  Pray  that  our  Endeavours  may  be 
Crowned  with  Glorious  success. 

We  are  Gentlemen  your 

Hum'  Servants. 


The  following  found  with  the  "  (Jampbell  Papere,"  seems  to  be  tlie  form  of 
Oath  or  Declaration,  required.  —  Ed. 

"  I  A.  B.  Do  solemnly  Swear  by  the  great  Name  of  the  Ever  living  God, 
that  I  will  Do  my  duty  a^  a  good  Subject  of  this  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
that  1  will  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  ability  Disclose  and  make  known 
to  some  officer  or  Magistrate  acting  for  and  under  the  authority  of  the  united 
States,  or  some  one  of  them,  all  plots  &  Couspirices  which  I  know  or  may 
Come  to  my  knowledge  against  this  State  or  the  united  States  of  America  or 
any  one  of  them;  as  Independent  of  and  in  opposition  to  the  King  of  great 
Britain  and  that  I  will  not  Directly  or  Indirectly  aid,  assist,  advice,  or  give 
Intelegence  to  any  person  or  persons  acting  under  the  Authority  of  the  said 
King  of  great  Britain  Relative  to  His  or  tlier  Endevering  to  Bring  the  united 
States  or  any  one  of  them  under  the  Dominion  of  the  said  King  —  and  that  I 
take  this  oath  without  any  mental  Reservation  or  Etjuivacation  whatsoever 
And  mean  Honestly  and  faitlifully  to  perform  the  Same.    So  help  me,  &c." 

[Indorsed  on  the  back]  — "Form  of  an  oath  in  Whigg  &  tory  times." 
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THIRD   PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS. 


[p.  23.]     Journal  of  the   Provincial  Convention   or   Congress^ 
which  met  at  Exeter,  21^'  April,  1775. 


Note.  In  this  Journal  the  editor  follows  the  copy  arranged  by  Johtt 
Fanner,  Esq.,  comparing  it  carefully  with  such  minutes  of  the  original,  as  are 
preserved,  and  adding  all  documents  and  papers  that  have  been  tound,  relat- 
ing to  the  transactions  of  this  Congress  during  the  penod  of  its  sitting.— 1!.d. 

Province  of  )      At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  several 

New  Hampshire.  S  Towns  in  this  Government,  held  at  Exeter,  -1* 
[April]  177.5,  to  consult  on  what  measures  shall  be  thought  most 
expedient  to  be  taken  at  this  alarming  crisis. 


Present 


Portsmouth     . 

Greenland 
Stratham 

Hampton 

Hampton  Falls 
Kensington  . 
Exeter 

New  Market   . 

Epping    . 
Nottingham    . 
Kingston . 


Dr.  Joshua  Brackett 
Mr.  Jacob  Treadwell 
John  Pickering  Esq. 
Capt.  William  Whipple. 
Col.  Clement  March 
Maj.  WilUam  Weeks 
Dea.  Stephen  Bordman 
Capt.  Joseph  Hoit 
Mr.  Daniel  Clark 
Mr.  Stephen  Piper 
Mr.  Ezra  Barker. 
Jonathan  Moulton,  Esq. 
Col.  Christopher  Toppan 
Capt.  Joshua  Moulton 
Col.  Meshech  Weare 
Capt.  Jona.  Tilton 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen 
Mr.  Benj°  Prescott. 
Col.  Nath'  Polsom 
Col.  Nicholas  Gilman 
DoC  John  Giddinge 
Mr.  Thoph.  Gilman 
Mr.  Enoch  Poor 
Capt.  Jeremiah  Folsom 
Capt.  Hubeitm  Neal 
Mr.  James  Hill 
Mr.  Enoch  Coffin 
Dr.  Joseph  Prescott 
Benj.  Butler  Esq. 
Capt.  Joseph  Cilley 
Col.  Josiali  Bartlett 
Col.  Ebenezer  Stevens- 
Peter  Sanborn,  Esq. 
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Epsom 

East  Kingston 


[p.  24. 1    Hawke 


Chester     . 
Newingtou 

Durham  . 


Madbury 
Lee . 

Dover 


Somersworth  . 

Rochester 

Keene 
Boscawen 
Temple    . 
Mason 
Newtown 
Milton      . 
Bedford    . 
New  Ipswich   . 
Amherst . 
North  Hampton 
Plymouth 
Alexandria 


Mr.  James  Gray 

Nath'  Bachelder  Esq. 

Mr.  Jona.  Collins 

Dea.  Henry  Merrill 

Mr.  Elisha  Batchelder 

DoC  Thos.  St.  Rauey 

John  Webster  Esq. 

Rich''  Downing  Esq. 

John  Nutter  Esq. 

Moses  Emerson,  Esq. 

Eben""  Thompson  Es<i. 

Mr.  John  Smith  3'' 

Lt.  Sam'  Chesle 

Mr.  John  Wingate 

Joseph  Sias  Esq. 

Mr.  Smith  Emerson 

Steph"  Evans  Esq. 

Capt.  John  Waldrou 

Mr.  Natli'  Cooper. 

Col.  I  John]  Wentworth 

Ichabod  Riiwlings  Esq.  [Rollins.] 

John  Plummer,  Esq. 

Capt.  John  Mc  Duftee 

Timothy  Ellis 

Peter  Coffin 

Capt.  Francis  Blood 

Deacon  Amos  Dakiu 

Joseph  Bartlett  Esq. 

Jacob  Abbot 

James  Martin 

Isaac  Appleton 

Mr.  Paul  Dudley  Sargent 

David  Marston 

Maj.  David  Webster. 

John  Mc  Murphy 


Voted  tliat  the  Hon'''''  .Jolin  Wentwcrtli  Esq.  l)e  President  of 
this  Convention.  (1) 

Voted  That  all  the  transactions  ot'  this  Convention  be  kept 
secret,  and  tliat  each  member  pledge  his  honor  and  faith  strictly 
to  observe  the  ^anie. 

[The  following  Oath  may  have  been  presented  to  tlie  Convention  to  be 
taken,  as  it  is  found  on  one  of  the  papers  of  the  Convention,  but  whether 
administered  or  not.  iloes  not  appear.] 

"  You  Hicear  bij  tlie  ijteat  name  of  the  Ecerla-stinfj  God,  that  as  a  member 
of  this  Conr/ress  yuu  icill  keep  secret  all  such  matters  as  may  he  laid  before 
the  same  Cow/re-is  and  all  debates,  with  the  results  thereof,  orders  and  deter- 
m  inations  whatsoerer." 


(l)Hoii.  -loHN  %Vknt%vokth.  siiii  of  (Jajit.  Bt-iijaiuiii  uml  KlizabtUli  (Leighton)  Went- 
worth, wiis  born  :tO  Marcli.  1719.  in  that  jiart  of  Dover  whit-b  beoanie  Somerswortli  and  is 
now  Rollinsf()rJ:  left  fatherU'ss  at  tlie  age  of  six  years,  he  was  much  iiidebteii  to  Ids  iincle, 
Ci>l.  Paul  \V..  for  liis  eai-ly  advantages.  <'ol.  Paul  took  a  cleep  Interest  in  him  auil  made 
him  his  chief  heir,  givinj;  him,  by  his  will,  the  homesteaW  at  his  death.  He  w.is  one  of  the 
Selectmen  of  Dover.  1747;  representative  from  Dover  1749,  and  repeatedly  afterwards;  in 
1767,  he  w.os  represtntative  from  Somersworth;  Speaker  of  the  House  1771  -1775.  In  1773 
he  was  Disule  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Strattbrd  county,  and  in  1776 
appointed  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  SujK'riour  Court  of  the  State,  in  which  ottice  he  served 
till  his  death.    .See  Wentworth  Geneal.  Vol.  1.  pp.  210-'.'1U'.  —  Ed. 
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Voted,  That  Ebenezer  Tliompson  Esq.  be  Clerk  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

[p.  -25.]  Voted  unaniiuously  that  Col,  Nath'  Folsom  (1)  Esq' 
be  desired  immediately  to  take  the  chief  command  of  the  Troops 
who  have  gone  or  may  go  from  this  Government  to  assist  our  suf- 
fering Brethren  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  who 
are  now  opposing  the  hostile  violence  of  the  Regular  Troopa 
there  (2)  and  to  order  for  the  Troops  that  may  be  under  his  com- 
mand from  time  to  time  all  necessary  supplies  and  to  transmit  to 
us  the  earliest  accounts  thereof,  and  what  may  be  thought  further 
necessary  for  support  of  the  common  cause. 

Voted  That  .Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq'  &  Mr.  Theophilus  Gilman  be 
a  Committee  of  this  Convention  to  proceed  Immediately  to  Con- 
cord, or  where  the  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts  Province  may 
be  sitting,  to  consult  with  them  what  Quota  of  men  will  be  neces- 
sary for  this  Province  to  provide,  &  such  measures  as  may  be 
tho't  expedient  at  this  critical  juncture  &  make  report  to  this 
Convention  as  soon  as  may  be.    Adjourned  to  Tuesday  25"^  Inst, 


Tuesday,  25^'^  of  April,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  &  were  -Joined  by  the  persons 
named  in  the  Paper  No.  2. 

[The  list  of  persons  in  the  paper  referred  to  is  as  follows.] 

No.  2.     Neio  Members. 

Matthew  Thorutou,  Esqf  Londonderry 

Capt.  John  Cram  Chichester 

John  Dudley,  Esq''  |  Raymond 

Mr.  Jon^  Swaiu  \          '• 

Rev>J  Mr.  Timothy  Walker      ."  Concord 

Capt.  Joseph  Baker  Pembroke 

Mr.  Joseph  Ayers  Dunstable 

Wyseman  Clagett,  Es'i""  <  Litchlield 

Lt.  Sara'  Chase  ) 

Moses  Parsons  Amherst 

Capt.  [John]  Chamberlin  Merrimack 

Nathan  Batchelder  Esq""  Loudon 

Samuel  Hobart  Esq''  Holies 

Samuel  Dudley  Esq""  \  Brentwood 

Elisha  Sandborn,  Esq'"  j          " 

(l)Col.  Folsoui  was  »i  Exeter.  He  l^i^Hn^'lli^^hell  himself  at  the  battle  near  Lake  George 
1755,  (see  Vol.  VI.,  p.  440).  He  wa.>!  in  loinmand  of  the  4th  N.  H.  RosjiiTient  prior  to 
the  Revolution,  and  after  the  I.attle  of  Lexuigton  was  put  in  coninianil  of  the  troops 
from  New  Hampshire  a.s  U.-igjidier  General.  Uitticulties  arising  between  Geu.  Folsom 
^<1  Col.  John  .Stark.  Con^r.-s  seitloil  rlie  matter  by  appcintin^  Major  -fohn  .Sullivan 
Briga«iier  of  the  New  Hampshire  troops:  — tluis  dropping  both  Fol.som  ami  .Stark.  Folsom 
was  made  Major  General,  however.  <if  the  New  Hampshire  Militia,  by  N.  H.  authorities, 
thus  showing  their  conlidence  in  an  lionorable  man  and  brave  soldier.  See  Potter's  Hist. 
.\dj.  Gen.  Kep.  Vol.  H.,  p.  I4<).  — Ed. 


(1!)  In  what  may  be  temieil  the  "Military  History  "  of  N.  IT.  during  the  whole  [leriod  of 
tie  Revolution,  lin  addition  to  the  Tap.-rs  in  this  volume.)  readers  are  referred  to  Col.  C. 
,.  Potter's  .Mil.  Hist,  in  Adj.  Gen.  Report,  Vol.  II.,  1866,  pp.  263-368,     Algo  Belk.  Hist.  N. 


the: 
E. 

H.,  and  to  general  histories "ul  that  perio.i.'— lio. 
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Mr.  David  Morrill 
Capt.  Elip"*  Merrill 
Mr.  Moses  French 
Mr.  Daniel  Evans 
liioluird  Jenness  Esq"" 
[p.  2G.)    Mr.  Daniel  Brown 
Mr.  Abraham  Drake 
Maj''  Josepli  Welsh 
Mr.  Joshua  Bailey 
Mr.  Moses  Kielle  [Kelleyj 
Mr.  Benjamin  Johnson 
Mr.  Benjamin  Jones 
Mr.  Henry  Kobie 
Mr.  Simon  Marston 
Mr.  Samuel  Cunningham 
Capt.  Abraham  Page 
Timothy  Ladd  Esq^ 
Mr.  Daniel  Poor 
Abel  Webster 
Moses  Hook 

Capt.  Matthew  Thornton  (1) 

James  Betton,  Esq^ 
Ninian  Clark 
Sam'  Little  Esq'" 
Ebenezer  Swan 
Joseph  Greenwood 


Canterbury 
(  South  Hampton 

Aliens  Town 

Rye 

Poplin 

North  Hampton 

Plaistow 

Hopkinton 

Goffe's  Town 

Northwood 

Lyndeborough 

Seabrook 

Deerfield 

Peterborough 

Nottingham  West 
j  Atkinson 
I 

Plymouth 

Sandown 
(  Holderness 

& 
(  Thornton 

Windham 

New  Boston     • 

Harapstead 

Walpole 

Dublin 


Letter  from  Col.  Wenticorth,  Chairman  of  the  Co7ivention. 

Somersworth,  25'*'  April  1775. 
Tuesday,  «i  o'clock,  a.  m. 
Gentl" 

My  Health  is  such  its  Impracticable  for  me  to  attempt  to  be  at  Exeter  this 
day.  I  was  very  ill  able  to  attend  la-st  week:  Hope  you'll  agree  on  some 
method  to  prevent  the  soldiers  being  mustered  on  every  false  alarm,  other- 
wise we  shall  soon  be  Distressed  for  want  of  Provision.  It  was  surprising  to 
see  the  numbers  collected  when  I  came  from  Exeter,  at  Newmarket,  Durham, 
Dover,  Soraerswortli  &c.  Some  of  which  came  to  Dover  20  miles  &  more, 
you  must  know  the  consequences  if  not  prevented. 

I  heartily  wish  the  Divine  Direction  &,  blessing  may  attend  your  consulta- 
tions &  Determinations,  ^ni\  after  assuring  you  I  am  Ileartily  engaged  in  tlie' 
same  cause  with  you. 

Am  your  .sincere  friend  &  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

Jno.  Wextwortii. 
To  the  Gentl"  of  the  Congress 
convened  at  Exeter. 


[p.  '11.']  Voted,  Tiiat  the  Hon'''  ]\[esjiecli  VVeare  Ksq''  be  Presi- 
dent Fro  Tem|M)re. 

The  Convention  took  utnler  consideration  a  Letter  from  tiie 
Conojress  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  &  after  l)e- 
b.iting  &,  Considerin-^  thereon, 

(1)  TliU  pL-iMiii  \v:i8  an  early  se'r!or  in  ilie  town  of  Tliurjiton.  an<J  -^aiil  t<i  be  a  nejibew  of 
Matthew  TlnMntnn,  Ksq..  of'Liiridi'mliTry.  —  Ed. 
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Voted  That  the  Convention  think  it  not  expedient  at  this  time 
to  take  under  consideration  &  determine  the  whole  subject  matter 
of  said  Letter,  there  being  not  a  general  representation  of  this 
Province. 

[The  letter  is  as  follows.] 

See  the  orij:iaal  MS.  in  "  State  Papers,"'  "  Revolution,"'  Vol.  I.,  p.  7. 

In  Provincial  Congress, 

Watertown,  April  23i,  1775. 
Resolved  unanimously  That  James  Sullivan  Esq'  a  member  of  this  Con- 
gress be  immediately  dispatched  to  the  Colony  ot  New  Hampshire  as  a  Dele- 
gate from  tins  Body  to  deliver  to  the  Provincial  Congress  there  the  following 
letter,  &  further  inform  them  of  the  present  situation  of  this  (Jolony,  & 
report  the  etfect  of  his  Mission  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

Watertown,  April  23'',  1775. 
Before  this  letter  can  reach  you,  we  doubt  not  you  have  been  sufficiently 
certified  of  tlie  late  alarming  resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament,  wherein 
we  see  ourselves  declard  rei^els,  and  all  our  sister  ('olonies,  in  N.  England  in 
common  with  us  marked  out  for  the  severest  Punishments.  In  consequence 
thereof.  General  Gage  has  suddenly  commenc'd  open  Hostilities,  by  a  large 
body  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  secretly  detached  in  the  Night  of  the 
IS"'  Instant,  which  on  the  morning  ensuing  had  actually  begun  the  slaughter 
of  the  innocent  Inhabitants  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Country,  before  any 
intentions  of  that  kind  were  suspected;  it  aitho"  the  rouzed  Virtue  of  our 
brethren  in  the  Neighborhood  soon  compelled  them  to  a  precipitate  retreat, 
they  mark'd  their  savage  rout  with  Depredations,  ruins  and  butcheries  hardly 
to  be  match"d  by  the  armies  of  any  civilized  Nations  on  the  Globe-. 

Justly  alarm' d  by  these  manu.'uvers,  vast  multitudes  of  the  good  People  of 
this  &  the  neighbouring  Colonies  are  now  assembled  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Boston 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Country —  the  gates  of  that  devoted  Town  are  shut 
&  the  miserai)le  inhabitants  pent  up  there,  witli  a  licentious  soldiery,  as  in 
one  common  Prison.  Large  reinforcements  of  the  Troops  under  General  Gage 
[p.  28.]  are  hourly  expected:  &  no  reason  is  left  us  to  doubt  tiiat  his  whole 
force  as  soon  as  collected  will  be  employ"d  for  the  destruction,  first  of  this,  <fc 
then  of  our  sister  < 'olonies,  engag"d  in  tlic  same  inieresting  cause;  it  that  all 
America  will  be  speedily  reduc"d  to  the  most  abject  Slavery  unless  it  be  im- 
mediately delended  by  arms:  Unavoidably  redue'd  to  this  necessity  by  cir- 
cumstauci's  that  will  justify  us  before  God  ife  the  impartial  world,  this  Con- 
gress after  solemn  deliberation  it  application  to  Heaven  for  direction  in  the 
case,  have  this  day  unanimously  resolv'd,  that  it  is  our  duty  immediately  to 
establisli  our  Army  for  the  maintenance  of  the  most  invaluable  rights  of 
human  Nature  tX:  tlu'  immediate  defence  of  this  Colony,  where  tlie  first  at- 
tack is  made;  that  ;>0,O0U  men  are  necessary  to  be  (ortiiwitli  rais'd  in  the 
N.  England  Colonies,  for  that  purpose;  »S:  that  of  that  force,  lo,r.()0  shall  be 
establish' d  \>y  this  Colony  witliout  delay. 

We  have  not  a  doubt  of  tlie  virtue  of  tlie  (oloay  of  N.  Hampshire  —  no 
less  engaged  than  ourselves,  in  the  glorious  cause  at  stake,  ct  equally  involv'd 
in  the  miseries  that  must  ensue,  shou'd  it  be  lost;  in  testimony  of  our  reli- 
ance on  you.  we  have  sent  this  express  to  give  you  the  earliest  notice  of  these 
resolutions,  uid  the  circumstances  that  have  necessitated  them,  and  earnestly 
to  request  your  speediest  concurrence  ifc  such  assistance  in  this  most  impor- 
tant cause,  as  the  present  urgent  necessity  demands:  <k  the  many  foimer  evi- 
dences we  have  hail  of  the  spirit  vfe  firmness  of  tiie  ' 'ojony  of  N.  Hampshire 
give  us  the  highest  reason  to  expect. 

We  are.  geullemen,  your  luo^t  obedient 

humble  servants 

JosKPii  Warken,  Pres.  Pro  Tem. 
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P.  y.  The  great  confusions  in  this  Colony  prevent  our  beinc  able  to  send 
■with  thig  Letter,  such  Depositions  as  iniiiht  give  full  &  particular  information 
of  the  facts  above  refer' il  to —  hut  measures  are  taken  for  that  purpose,  &  we 
shall  not  fail  to  transmit  the  result  of  them  by  the  first  opportunity. 


Letter   of  J.  Pahner  hi  hebalf  of  the   Committee  of  Safety  of 

Massachusetts. 

ICopieil  from  .MS.  "  Stato  Papers.  Revolution,"  Vol.  L,  p.  :).! 

Cambridge,  April  2:i'',  1775. 
Geatleiiieii  — 

On  Wt!>luosilay  the  10'*^  Inst.  -Mrly  in  the  Morning,  a  Brigade  of  (ioneral 
(rase's  army  marcii'd  into  the  Country,  to  Lexinsjton,  about  18  Miles  from 
Boston,  where  they  met  with  a  small  Party  of  our  Militia  exercising,  who 
bad  no  intention  of  doin-::  injury  to  the  Kesulars,  ijut  they  fired  upon  our 
Men  without  .my  i)rovocation.  i<i!led  S  of  them,  &  wounded  two  others;  then 
they  m.u\-lied  to  Co  icord,  where  they  destroy'd  part  of  our  Magazines  & 
Stores;  liowm-er,  our  People  collected  as  soou  ixs  possible,  &  repulsed  the 
Troops,  pur.sulu;!  them  quite  down  to  Charlestown,  where  they  encamped  on 
a  place  called  Bunker's  Hill;  The  first  Division,  which  consisted  of  about 
10.10  Men  went  to  Concord;  and  the  2''  Division,  about  the  same  number, 
who  took  the  same  rout,  vfe  supported  the  first  Division  as  well  as  they  cou'd, 
but  all  were  ol>liged  to  retire.  Our  loss  is  supposed  between  20  <fe  30  kill'd  & 
a  few  wounded ;  their  loss  is  much  larger.  As  the  troops  have  now  begun 
Hostilities,  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  exert  our  utmost  strength  to  save  our 
Country  from  absolute  Slavery,  &  we  pray  you  to  afibrd  us  all  the  assistance  in 
your  Power;  »fe  we  shall  be  <ilad  that  our  Brethren  who  may  come  to  our  aid 
may  be  supplied  with  all  necessary  Provisionsand  Military  Stores,  as  we  have 
no  more  of  either  than  wiiat  is  absolutely  necessary  for  ourselves:  We  pray 
God  to  direct  you  to  such  Measures  as  shall  tend  to  the  salvation  of  our 
common  liberties.  We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  distress" d 
Friends  tV:  Brethren. 

By  onler  of  the  Com'«^'  of  Safety — 

J.  Palmek. 
To  tUe  Hon'''s  John  Weutworth,  Es<i.  Chairman 
of  th>^  Provincial  Congress  ()f  Xew  Hampshire. 

Pr.  favor  of  Mr.  John  Griffin. 


Committee  of  JVewhto'i/poj-t  to  f/ie  C  ommittee  of  Safeti/^  Boston. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4"^  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  373.] 

Newburyport,  April  21.  1775. 
Sii;:  We  have  sent  forward  the  bearer,  to  have  your  orders  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch  Ijy  his  return,  whether  the  forces  that  are  coming  from  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  from  the  eastern  parts  of  our  Province, 
who,  by  r.xpresscs  :irf  liasteniuL:  along,  should  be  sent  back,  especially  those 
who  live  near  the  sea-shore.  We  are  well  informed  numbers  p;issed  our 
River  yesterday,  at  the  upper  Ferries,  besides  four  Companies  throu2;h  this 
Town,  on  their  way  to  you.  We  shall  follow  your  directions,  and,  if  ordered, 
take  care  to  find  expresses  ^us  tar  Eastward  as  necessary.  We  have  a  party  of 
men  from  this  Tdwii  (upwards  <^f  one  hundred  upon  their  march  to  you. 
If  they  are  not  wanted,  and  you  think  proper,  you  can  order  our  express  to 
turn  them  ijack.     W'"  seut  oif  list  evening  two  field -pieces  to  you;  if  not 
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wanted,  they  may  be  of  some  use  here.  We  would  be  glad  of  your  directions 
by  our  next  express,  or  by  any  safe  opportunity,  as  soon  as  you  can  attend, 
how  we  shall  act  in  case  any  Cutters  should  come  in  here,  more  especially  if 
they  bring  laud  forces  with  them.  -If  provisions  of  any  sort  are  wanted,  give 
us  an  account  what  sort,  and  we  will  forward  what  we  are  able,  with  all  dis- 
patch. If,  in  giving  answers  to  these  inquiries,  it  be  necessary  for  you  to  give 
any  private  information,  please  to  direct  to  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esquire, 
sealed,  and  enclose  it  in  another  letter,  with  your  information  that  may  be 
communicated,  sealed,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  this  Town,  by 
whose  order,  and  in  whose  behalf,  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Gkeenleaf. 


Letter  from  Nexcbiiryport. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Revol'',  Vol.  I.,  p.  5.| 

Newburyport,  April  22'1,  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

We  have  now  Received  Information  Irom  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Cam- 
bridge who  are  appointed  by  the  Province,  that  tliey  ii:.v-e  a  sufficient  number 
of  Men  arrived  &  therefore  wou'd  not  have  any  more  'Hime  from  the  North- 
ward for  the  present;  but  think  it  needful  they  shoii'd  be  ready  to  guard  the 
sea-Coasts  in  their  own  Neighborhood.  Pray  forward  this  Intelligence  as  far 
as  may  be  needful,  &  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible. 

We  were  unhappily  thrown  into  Distress  yesterday  by  false  accounts,  re- 
ceived by  Two  or  Three  Persons  &  spread  abroad,  of  a  Number  of  soldiers 
being  landed  at  Ipswich  &  murdering  the  Inhabitants.  We  have  since  heard 
that  it  arose  in  the  first  place  from  a  Discovery  of  some  small  vessells  near 
the  Entrance  of  their  River,  one  at  least  known  to  be  a  Cutter  &  it  was  ap- 
prehended that  they  were  come  to  relieve  the  captives  there  in  Goal. 

I  am,  gent"  your  most  Hum'  ServS 


To  the  Com*«*  of  Correspondence 
in  Hampton. 

(A  copy.) 


B.  Greenleaf. 


Massachusetts   Committee  of  Safety   to  the    Congress  of  yew 

Hampshire. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4"'  Ser.,  Vol.  II..  p.  385.] 

April  24,  1775. 

Qwv  friends  from  New  Hampshire  having  shewn  their  readiness  to  assist  us 
in  this  day  of  distress,  we  tlierofore  thought  it  best  to  give  orders  for  enlist- 
ing such  as  were  present  in  tlie  service  of  the  Colony,  as  many  desired  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  holil  them  together  until  the  resolve  of  your  Congress 
is  known,  when  we  are  ready  and  desirous  they  siiould  be  discharged  from 
us,  and  put  under  such  conmiand  as  you  shall  direct. 

Colonel  Sargeant  has  Iv.-en  so  kind  as  to  afford  his  utmost  assistance  in  con- 
cluding this  matter. 

We  are,  I'irc,  Ac. 
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Hall  Jackson  to   Colonel  Jeremiah  Lee.' 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4'»»  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  :J85.] 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  April  24,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Altliough  this  is  no  time  for  ceremony  or  compliments,  yet  so 
great  is  the  pleasure  I  feel  on  your  escape  from  the  hands  of  violent  and 
wicked  men,  that  I  cannot  help  conciratulating  you.  May  God  Almighty 
continue  to  be  your  safety  and  defence. 

Could  it  be  thought  atlvisable  for  us  to  leave  the  seaports,  I  should  long  be- 
fore this  have  been  with  you  at  the  head  of  a  Company  as  good  as  ever 
twanged  a  bow,  inferiour  in  miUtai-y  discipline  to  none;  they  are  anxious  and 
eager  to  be  with  you. 

You  well  know  that  the  art  military  has  been  ray  hobby-horse  for  a  long 
time  past.  I  have  vanity  enough  to  think  that  the  recommendation  of  an 
immediate  perusal  of  the  enclosed  volume,  to  the  Officers  in  the  United 
Army,  will  not  be  thought  impertinent  at  this  time,  considering  the  nature 
of  our  country;  considering  the  natural  genius  of  our  men,  no  piece  could  be 
better  adapted  to  our  circumstances. 

Our  men  are  natural  partisans.  Witness  the  Rogers,  Starkes,  and  Shepn 
herd,  &c.  &c.  Did  they  not,  in  the  hwt  War,  take  the  very  sentries  from  oti' 
the  walls  of  our  enemies  Fortresses,  in  the  heart  of  their  Country?  I  can't 
help  thinking  that  some  Horse  might  be  employed  to  great  advantage,  if  our 
adversaries  should  ever  venture  abroad  again.  I  have  published  some  pieces 
on  this  subject  in  our  papers,  but  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette  can  hardly  be 
called  a  proper  channel  to  convey  one's  ideas  to  the  publick.  Might  not 
some  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  Partisan  be  given  in  manuscript  to  some 
of  our  officers?  Dear  sir,  I  hope  you  will  not  construe  this,  my  humble 
opinion,  into  impertinent  dictation.  We  are  all  embarked  in  one  cause,  and 
from  the  ideas  of  all  (though  some  may  be  simple)  some  things  of  conse- 
quence may  be  collected.  With  humble  submission  to  the  better  judgment 
of  every  one,  I  conclude. 

Your  most  obedient,  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

H.  Jacksox. 

P.  S.  I  have  been  in  my  sulky  more  than  once  to  pay  you  a  visit,  but  my 
friends  have  prevented  me.  When  opportunity  offers,  remember  me  to  Mrs, 
Lee  and  family. 

As  I  apprehend  there  is  not  many  of  the  books  in  the  Country,  you  will 
make  what  use  of  this  you  think  proper,  so  that  I  may  have  it  again  here- 
after. 

Yours, 
To  Colonel  Jeremiah  Lee.  H.  J. 


James   Sullivan  to  Joseph   Warren. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  098.] 

Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  April  25,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  endeavoured  to  execute  my  embassy  to  this  Province 
with  the  greatest  faithfulness.  There  seems  some  opposition  here  to  the 
assistance  we  have  expected  from  this  quarter,  but  doubtless  tlm  despatches 
you  receive  with  this  will  hitbrm  you.of  the  dcHonniuatiDu  of  this  Congress 
respecting  the  matter.  My  being  a  Coiutpittee  from  the  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  has  procured  me  great  rcspt;ct  here,  which  li:is  been  shown  by 
them  as  a  body  of  individuals.  I  doubt  not  but  tliere  will  be  the  same  polite- 
ness shown  by  you  towards  their  missionaries  to  our  Congress. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

Jamks  Sullivax. 

To  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  President  of  the  M;issacliusetts  Congress. 


1 
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Letter  from  Maj.  Andrew  Mc  Clary.  (1) 
[Copied  from  "State  Pap.  Rev."'  Vol.  I.,  p.  2.] 

Cambridge,  April  23'',  1775. 

Pray  Read  the  following  Letter  to  the  Congress  now  siting  at  Exeter,  Hon- 
ourable Gentlemen,  being  in  great  haste,  but  beg  leave  to  give  you  some 
broken  Intelligence  relating  to  the  Army  that  is  now  assembled  here;  the 
Number  is  unknown  at  present,  and  as  there's  a  Counsel  of  War  now  siting, 
their  Results  is  still  kept  a  profound  secret,  the  Army  has  already  provided 
a  Number  of  Canon,  there  is  more  still  coming,  and  is  providing  a  great 
plenty  of  war-like  Stores,  Implements  and  utensils,  there's  now  about  Two 
thousand  Brave  and  hearty  resolute  New  Hampshire  men  full  of  vigor  and 
Blood  from  the  Interior  parts  of  the  Province,  which  labour  under  a  great 
disadvantage,  tor  not  being  under  proper  Regulation,  for  want  of  Field  oflB- 
cers.  In  our  present  Situation  we  have  no  voice  in  the  Council  of  War 
which  makes  a  great  difficulty.  Pray,  Gent,  take  these  important  matters 
under  your  Mature  consideration,  and  I  doubt  not  but  your  Wisdom  will  dic- 
tate and  point  out  such  measures  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  extricate  us 
from  our  present  difficulties.  The  Conduct  of  a  certain  person  Belonging  to 
New  Hampshire  will  have  a  vast  tendency  to  Stigmatize  the  Province  most 
liinominiously :  yesterday  it  was  reported  throughout  New  Hampshire  Troops 
that  one  Mr.  Es<(''  who  appeared  in  the  character  of  a  Capt.  at  the  Head  of  a 
Company,  had  been  to  the  General  &  rec'  a  verbal  express  from  him  that 
that  all  New  Hampshire  men  were  dismissal  and  that  they  might  return 
home,  and  by  the  Insinuation  of  him  and  his  Busy  Emissaries  about  five  or 
six  hundred  of  our  men  Inconsiderately  march" d  off  lor  Home.  Capt.  Cilley 
and  I  was  three  miles  from  Cambridge  when  we  rec'  the  Intelligence  which 
was  to  our  unspeakable  Surprise,  for  to  return  before  the  work  was  done. 
We  immediately  repaired  to  the  General  to  know  the  certainty  of  the  Report, 
and  on  making  application  to  him  he  told  us  that  it  was  an  absolute  false- 
hood, for  he  never  luid  any  such  thought.  Whereas  he  very  highly  valued 
New  Hamp'  men  always  understanding  them  to  be  the  Best  of  soldiei"s,  and 
that  he  would  not  have  any  of  them  to  depart  for  Home  on  any  consideration 
whatever,  till  matters  were  further  compromis'd,  and  strictly  enquired  for  the 
man  in  order  to  have  him  confronted.  We  reply"d  the  man  was  departed  and 
therefore  we  could  not  conform  with  his  request.  But  since  we  understand 
that  his  conduct  hath  stopp'd  a  number  of  men  from  coming  in,  and  some 
officers  that  Tarried  has  sent  lor  their  men  to  return  Back. 

Pray  Gent:  dont  let  it  always  be  Reported  that  New  Hampshire  men  were 
always  Brave  Soldiers,  but  never  no  Commander:  the  dissertion  of  those 
men  causes  much  uneasiness  among  the  remaining  Troops,  for  we  are  oblig'd 
to  use  our  utmost  Influence  to  persuade  them  to  Tarry,  (ientlemen,  I  am 
with  ail  imaginable  Respect. 

your's  «Sr  the  (_V)imtry"s  most  obedient  Humbln  servant, 

Andrkw  McCi.ary. 

N.  B.  Take  notice  I  never  told  you  that  Si|uire  ianuiel  Dudley  was  the 
man  who  propagated  this  groundless  report. 

To  The  Clerk  of  the  Proviu'-ial 

Congress  now  r<itting  at  Exeter. 

lb  .Xri'lrew  >[fCluay  w;is  ot  Epsom.  N.  11.,  the  son  of  Andrew  McCl;u\ .  hu  early  settler. 
He  was  :i  brave  man  aiwl  a  uallanr  ottieiii-.  He  was  tall,  (jf  tine  personal  appearance,  and 
in  the  word.s  of  a  I'rother  ofMeer.  "  the  handsomest  man  in  the  army."  He  fought  bravely 
ill  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  Juno  following,  escaped  its  perils,  and  wa*- 
killed  .is  he  was  returning  iVoin  examining  the  iHj.Mtion  of  the  cnemv,  by  a  chance  shot 
from  a  JJritish  man  of  war.    [See  Potter's  .Mil.  Hist.  186G.  Vol.  11.  p.  265.]  —  Ed. 
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[Journal  Jie-tumed-l 

Voted  That  Wyseman  Claggett  Esq,  John  Pickering,  Esq., 
Capt.  William  Whipple,  Samuel  Hobart,  Matthew  Thornton,  Jo- 
siah  Bartlett,  Esq™,  Christopher  Toppan  &  Ebenezer  Thorn  [)sonT 
Esq^  be  a  Committee  to  make  a  Draught  of  an  Answer  to  the 
letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  and  hiy  the  same  before 
this  convention  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[p.  29.]  Voted  That  Mess™  William  Whipple,  John  Webster 
and  Samuel  Hobart,  Esqrs.  be  a  Committee  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure fire  arms  &  ammunition  for  such  Towns  in  this  Government 
as  shall  supply  them  with  money  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  several 
Towns,  parishes  and  places  in  this  Province  that  are  destitute  ot 
sufficient  arms  &  munitions  that  they  raise  money  tor  that  purpose 
&  put  it  into  the  hands  of  some  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Con- 
vention to  be  paid  unto  John  Gidding  Esqr.  Treasurer  to  this 
Convention  to  be  deliv*^  the  at^''  Committee  ♦&  be  by  them  laid  out 
for  that  purpose. 


Wednesday  26"^  April,  a.  m. 

Voted  unanimously  that  Coll.  Nathaniel  Follsom  Col.  Josiah 
Bartlett  &  Maj"'  Samuel  Hobart  Esqr^  be  immediately  sent  as  a 
Committee  from  this  Convention  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  deliver  to  them  a  letter  from  us  & 
further  inform  them  of  the  perticular  situation  of  this  Province 
&  report  the  effect  of  their  mission  as  soon  as  may  be. 

[The  letter  is  as  follows,  to  wit.  J 

In  Provincial  Convention  at 

Exeter  26"'  April,  1775. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  Letter,  Intelligence  of  the  tragical  scene  which 
hath  lately  been  acted  in  your  Colony  by  the  Regular  Troops  had  pierced  the 
ears  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this,  upon  which  many  of  our  men  fired  with  zeal 
in  the  common  cause  and  Resentment  at  the  inhuman  cruelty  and  savage 
barbarity  of  the  action  instantly  flew  to  your  ;issistance,  and  vast  numbers 
more  on  their  march  were  stopped  upon  hearing  they  were  not  needed.  The 
Provincial  Committee  upon  this  alarm  immediately  called  a  special  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates  from  the  nearest  Towns  to  consult  with  the  Committee 
what  was  then  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  on  that  pressing  occasion,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Convention  met. 

[p.  30.]  Previous  to  this,  the  Provincial  Committee  upon  application  to 
them  from  a  Committee  of  your  Body,  had  notified  tlie  Respective  Towns  in 
this  Province  to  choose  and  empower  Delegates  to  meet  at  Exeter  17'*>  of 
May  next,  to  deliberate  upon  the  important  and  momentous  objects  proposed 
by  your  Congress  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  ours,  at  which 
the  important  matters  recommended  will  naturally  come  under  mature  delib- 
eration of  our  Congress,  and  no  doubt  they  will  readily  concur  and  co-operate 
with  their  Brethren  in  New  England  in  all  such  measures  as  siiall  be  thought 
best  for  the  common  safety.     But  tliis  Body  though  heartily  willing  to  con- 
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tribute  in  every  advisable  method  to  your  aid  and  for  the  common  safety, 
judge  it  not  expedient  now  to  determine  upon  the  establishment  of  an  army 
of  observation,  as  the  Towns  in  this  Government  are  not  generally  repre- 
sented. 

But  it  is  recommended  in  the  mean  time  to  the  Towns  in  this  Colony  to 
supplv  the  men  gone  from  it  with  Provisions  and  other  necessaries,  if  their 
continuance  shall  be  thought  necessary. 

From  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  you  may  expect  their  aid,  should  any 
emergencies  require  it.  We  most  fervently  wish  you  the  Blessing  and  Direc- 
tion of  Heaven  in  all  your  Deliberations;  and  God  Almighty  who  protected 
and  saved  our  pious  ancestoi-s  amid  ten  thousand  dangers  preserve  New 
England  from  the  Horrors  and  Desolations  of  Civil  war. 

Bv  order  of  the  Convention. 


In  Couvention  April  26'^  1775. 
Wedy  p.  M. 

Resolved  unanimously  that  the  Delegate  or  Delegates  of  this 
Conventioij  Recommend  to  his  or  their  Respective  Town,  parish 
or  place  he  Represents  to  provide  their  proportion  of  £500  L.  M. 
worth  of  Biscuit  tiuwer  &  pork  (to  be  ascertained  by  their  pro- 
portion of  the  Province  Tax)  and  lay  up  the  same  carefully  in 
their  Respective  Town  parish  or  place,  and  that  the  same  be  not 
used  for  any  other  purpose  but  the  publick  use  upon  urgent  ne- 
cessity:  And  that  they  render  an  ace'  of  their  being  so  provided 
at  the  Provincial  Convention  the  17"*  of  May  next. 

[p.  31.]  Voted,  nem  con,  That  it  be  Recommended  to  the  sev- 
eral Towns  Parishes  ifc  places  in  their  Pi'ovince  to  Engage  as 
many  men  in  each  Town  as  they  think  fit  to  be  properly  Equipt 
&  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's  waming  on  anv  Emergency. 

p.  M.     Adj"  to  Tuesday  the  2*^  of  May  next. 


Letters  addressed  to  the   Congress. 

Sanbomton,  April  SS"^  1775. 
To  the  Honorable  Congress  convened  at  Exeter, — 

Gentlemen  —  The  messenger  who  bears  this  waits  upon  you  to  request 
your  advice  at  this  critical  &  alarming  Juncture.  We  are  in  a  state  almost 
totally  destitute  of  the  proper  means  of  defence.  People  among  us  extremely 
uneasy  ct  greatly  aiarnieil.  We  have  made  repeated  trials  to  furnish  our- 
selves with  ammunition,  but  without  success.  We  therefore  request  such 
advice  as  in  your  wisdom  you  shall  think  tit,  and  such  assistance  as  you  may 
please  to  grant.  We  are  encouraged  to  make  this  application  as  we  under- 
stand the  province  store  is  opened  &  a  barrel  of  powder  bro't  to  Canterbury. 
We  can  assure  you  it  will  be  applied  to  no  other  use,  but  our  Country's  de- 
fence, being  determined  to  resist  all  hostile  attempts  against  our  sacred  & 
invaluable  privileges  to  the  last  extremity. 

We  are,  GentU men,  your  most  ob'  humb'  ser"* 

John  Sanborn     ) 

Aaron  Sanborn  >  Selectmen. 

Caleb  Gilman     ) 
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To  John  Wkntwobtii  Esq"^  Being  appointed  and  chosen  cliairmau  of  the 
I    V.  Congress  held  at  Exeter  in  and  foi  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire: 

The  Humble  Remonstrance  of  the  poor  Inhabitants  of  Allenstown  in  sd 
^  Province: 

Hurablj'  showeth,  that  they  are  but  about  Twenty  in  number,  tlie  one  third 
of  said  luh.ibilauts  being  in  a  very  distressing  condition  at  present,  not  in  a 
proper  capacity  to  pay  their  Provincial  Rates,  and  in  a  manner  destitute  of 
the  common  necessaries  of  life:  Humbly  lay  their  present  necessitous  cir- 
cumstances before  your  Honour,  and  the  worthy  Congress  convened  at  Exe- 
ter, hoping  that  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  exempt  them  from  sending  a 
delegate  to  attend  at  said  Congress,  as  they  are  not  in  a  sutficient  circumstance 
to  allow  any  consideration  for  his  service: —  the  said  poor  Inhabitants  fur- 
ther say,  that  they  are  ready  and  willini;  to  do  any  other  service  in  their 
power,  according  to  their  present  circumstances  in  the  defence  of  the  liberty 
of  their  Country;  Therefore  Humbly  and  earnestly  request  that  your  honour 
will  excuse  them  from  sending  a  delegate,  which  privilesje  will  be  highly  and 
greatly  considered  and  acknowledged  as  a  great  favour  by  your  honour's  poor 
petitioners  and  shall  for  ever  pray  as  in  duty  bound. 

We  the  undernamed  do  sign  the  above  petition  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
of  AlleusTown  as  being  Selectmen  of  the  Town. 

JoHy  Leonard  (  u„i„„t^  ,„ 
John  Hayes      (Selectmen. 


Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  New  Hawjpshire. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar..  4  Ser.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  447.) 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  on  the  29"^  of  April, 
Colonel  Stephen  Holland  personally  appeared  and  made  the  following  decla- 
ration, upon  which  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  voted  unanimously,' that  it 
was  satisfactory  to  tiieui.  for  his  past  conduct. 

Attest:  John  Bkll,  Town  Clerk. 

"  Whereas  through  mistake,  misunderstanding,  misrepresentation,  or  for 
reasons  unknown  to  me,  I  am  represented  an  enemy  to  my  Country;  to  sat- 
isfy tlie  publick,  I  solemnly  declare  I  never  aided  or  assisted  any  enemy  to  my 
Country  in  anything  whatsoever;  and  that  I  make  this  Declaration  not  out 
of  fear  of  anything  1  may  suffer,  but  because  it  gives  me  the  greatest  uneasi- 
ness to  think  that  the  true  sons  of  liberty,  and  real  friends  to  their  Country, 
(from  any  of  the  lirst  mentioned  reasons)  should  believe  me  capable  so  much 
as  in  thought  of  injuring  or  betraying  my  Country,  when  the  truth  is,  I  am 
ready  to  :issist  my  countrymen  in  the  u:loriuus  cause  of  liberty,  at  the  risk 
of  my  lite  and  fortune. 

Stephen  Holland. 
Londonderry,  April  29,  1775. 


Letter  from  a  'jentleman  now  at  Neio  York  to  (he  Committee  of 
Correspondence  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Dated  April 
30,  1775. 

Gentlemen  — 

At  this  time  »f  general  confusion  through  the  Colonies,  nothing  can  give 
greater  ple.isure  to  every  well-wisher  to  his  Country,  than  the  unanimity  that 
takes  place  through  the  Continent,  more  especially  at  tiiis  City ;  as  it  is  evident 
(from  a  number  of  private  letters  from  London)  that  Administration  have 
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put  the  greatest  dependance  on  the  Yorkers  breaking  with  the  other  Colo- 
nies. But  notwithstanding  ail  the  endeavours  of  designing  men.  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  by  the  notable  struggles  of  the  sons  of  freedom, 
all  difficulties  are  surmounted,  and  nothing  can  equal  the  determined  spirit  of 
the  people  here.  Yesterday  about  six  or  seven  thousand  men  were  out  on 
the  plain,  among  whom  were  some  families  who  have  been  in  the  opposition; 
one  and  all  unanimously  voted  to  defend  their  liberties,  &c.  at  all  hazards. 
They  have  stopped  clearing  to  the  Custom-House.  have  taken  all  the  city 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  Hall  and  Magazine:  every  preparation  is 
making  to  completely  arm  the  inhabitants;  great  numbers  of  people  are 
employeil  hauling  the  cannon  Irom  the  City  to  King's  bridge,  about  fourteen 
miles,  where  they  will  immediately  intrench.  All  denominations  are  under 
arms,  and  in  high  spirits.  It  is  the  opinion  of  almost  every  one  in  this  place 
that  the  Acts  of  Parliament  would  have  been  repealed,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  encouragement  given  Administration  by  this  place,  that  the  Colonies 
would  break  their  union.  No  people  can  be  more  despised,  nor  more 
frightened  than  those  here  who  have  been  inimical  to  their  Country,  particu- 
larly the  eleven  Members  of  the  House.  Mr.  Rivington  has  made  a  recanta- 
tion ;  President  Cooper  has  decamped ;  and  it  was  with  much  ilifficulty  the 
people  were  prevented  from  taking  the  lives  of  those  who  they  have  con- 
sidered as  traitors  to  their  Country.  All  Government  seems  to  be  laid  aside. 
The  City  is  now  to  be  regulated  by  a  Committee  of  Satety,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  worthy  men.  Though  there  was  a  uumber  of  large  vessels,  loaded 
with  wheat  and  tiour.  and  cleared  out,  and  many  partly  loaded  .  .  .  It  was 
nobly  done ;  immediately  stopt  every  vessel.  The  Xew  England  men  are 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  for  their  bravery,  and  people  here  are  determined 
to  supply  provisions,  and  march  to  their  assistance  when  called  ibr.  The  die 
is  thrown,  and  every  man  of  us,  whether  we  are  hearty  in  the  cause  or  not. 
must  abide  by  the  cast;  and  as  we  are  all  considered  as  rebels,  (not  by  the 
Nation,  but  by  a  .  .  .  Ministry)  let  us  one  and  all  (wbich  they  are  determined 
on  their  way)  stand  forth  boldly ;  which  will  most  certainly,  under  God,  insure 
us  success,  and  that  soon. 


To  the   Committee  of  Safety  for  Massachusetts. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  April  30,  1775. 

There  is  much  probability  that  the  last  mails  from  England  for  General 
Gage  passed  through  Northampton,  eastward  or  northward,  yesterday  about 
twelve  o'clock.  It  may  be  that  it  may  pass  up  the  river  as  far  as  Northfield 
before  it  steers  its  course  from  the  seashore.  Probably  its  direction  may  be 
*o  Portsmouth  or  Salem.  No  one  will  judge  that  it  will  attempt  to  enter 
Boston  directly.  No  doubt  the  bearer  will  be  several  times  shitted  before  it* 
arrival  to  the  place  of  destination.  The  people  of  Northampton  yesterday 
knew  nothing  that  there  was  any  suspicion  of  the  mail's  passing  by  lami. 
The  circiunstances  which  make  up  the  evidence  that  a  traveller  who  passed 
this  Town  yesterday  was  the  bearer  of  the  mail,  are  too  many  to  be  men- 
tioned. He  undoubtedly  came  from  Hudson's  River  to  Northampton,  whether 
in  a  direct  or  oblique  course,  is  not  yet  made  certain.  The  suspected  bearer, 
who  was  at  Northampton,  does  not  altogether  answer  the  description  given 
in  the  New  York  letter  of  the  probable  bearer  from  them,  but  many  think  it 
more  likely  that  they  would  attempt  to  get  the  mail  along  by  some  acquainted 
up  the  river,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  than  by  Oliver  De  Laucey,  Jun. 

Quere,  Whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  search  every  suspicious  person  pas- 
sing as  far  northward  as  any  road  leading  from  Connecticut  River  to  PortP- 

DiOUth. 
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Tuesday  May  'i*  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  &  the  President  being  absent. 
Voted  that  Col°  Matthew  Thornton  Esq'  be  President  pro  Tem- 
pore. 

Several  Letters  frotn  the  Massachusetts  Congress  read  &  con- 
•idered  «fcc.  [to  wit.] 

In  Provincial  CongresB,  Watertown  28"»  April,  1776. 

Itesolved  unanimously,  Tiiat  tiie  following  Letter  be  authenticated  by  the 
Preside.it  of  this  Congress  and  deliver'd  to  CoW  Nathaniel  Folsoine,  Coll* 
Joeiah  Bartlet  and  Major  Samuel  Hobart,  Esqs.  Committee  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  as  an  answer  to  their  Letter  of  the 
26'"  Ins'. 

Gentlemen  — 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  have  received  your  Letter  abovementioued,  and  by  a 
Committee  of  this  Congress  had  a  Conference  with  your  respectable  Com- 
mittee. 

[p.  33. 1  We  find  the  fullest  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
our  Sister  Colonies  as  well  as  of  this,  that  by  their  immediate  and  most  vig- 
orous exertions  there  is  the  greatest  prospect  of  establishing  their  Liberties 
and  saving  their  Country,  and  that  without  such  exertions  all  must  be  lost. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  as  already  communicated  that  a  powerful 
army  on  our  side  must  at  once  cut  out  such  work  for  a  Tyrannical  Adminis- 
tration, as  under  the  great  opposition  which  they  meet  with  in  England  they 
cannot  accomplish;  and  that  their  system  of  Despotism  must  soon  be  shaken 
to  the  foundation.  But  should  they  still  pursue  their  sanguinary  measure* 
that  the  Colonies  will  then  be  able  to  make  a  successful  stand. 

We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  patriotic  Colony  whose  Inhabitant* 
have  signalized  themselves  in  joining  their  Brethren  in  this;  and  hope  to  see 
the  New  Hampshire  and  every  other  Government  which  has  been  exposed  to- 
the  corruption  of  a  British  ministry  soon  placed  upon  such  a  footing  as  will 
he  best  calculated  to  promote  the  true  Interest  of  the  sami,  and  to  prevent 
in  future  such  unhappy  Disputes  as  have  taken  place  with  the  Mother 
Coimtry, 

We  have  just  received  an  agreeable  account  of  the  Conduct  of  our  Breth- 
ren in  New  York  and  have  delivered  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  to  your  Committee- 
here. 

We  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  late  measures  taken  by  your  Convention  at 
Exeter,  and  are  lully  persuaded  that  the  Congress  of  your  Colony  which  is  to- 
meet  on  the  17'**  of  May  will  take  such  effectual  steps  as  the  present  exigency 
of  public  affairs  requures,  and  the  Coutinent  of  America  must  necessarily 
approve. 

Signed  by  order  of  Congress, 

Jno.  Mukbay,  Pres*  pro  tem. 

A  true  copy —  Attest  Sam'  Freeman,  Sec^  pro  tem. 


[p.  34.]  In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  April  29,  1775. 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be,  and  they  hereby  are  im- 
power'd  to  Purcha.se  every  kind  of  Military  Stores  Provisions  and  any  other 
supplies,  which  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  During 
the  Establishment  of  an  Army  for  its  Defence,  or  until  it  shall  be  otherwise 
Order'd  by  this  or  some  future  Congress,  or  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  Credit  of  the  Colony,  and  make  Draughts  of  suitable  Sums  from  the- 
Treasury  for  payment  of  the  same.  Also  to  deposit  the  said  Stores  in  sucb^ 
30 
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suitable  Places  as  they,  in  Consultation  with  the  Generals  of  the  Colony  shall 
jud«;e  proper;  and  to  Deliver  such  and  so  many  of  said  Stores  to  tlie  Com^ 
missary  General  from  Time  to  Time  as  he  shall  have  Demand  For  to  supply 
the  Army  —  Likewise  said  Committee  of  Supplies  are  hereby  irapower'd  to 
Employ  such  and  so  many  Assistants,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  be 
Paid  as  afforesaid.  Said  Committee  of  Supplies  to  he  accountable  when  call'd 
upon  For  all  their  Doings  to  this  or  some  Future  Congress  or  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  this  Colony. 

A  true  Extract  from  the  Minutes.  Sam'  Freeman,  Sec^  P.  T. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  iYie  Massachusetts  Con- 
gress reported  the  Effect  of  their  Mission  &c.  which  was  received 
with  satisfaction  &  voted  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Convention  be 
given  said  Committee  for  their  faithful  service. 

Voted  That  it  is  recommended  by  this  Convention  not  to  din- 
courage  persons,  being  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  from  Enlist- 
ing in  the  Massachusetts  service  for  the  present  Emergency. 

Voted  That  Nath'  Follsom,  John  Giddinge  &  Josiah  Bartlett 
Esq"  be  a  Committee  to  correspond  with  the  Congress  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  &  Committee  of  Safety  there,  and  endeavour 
to  gain  the  earliest  Intelligence  relative  to  matters  that  concern 
the  Publick  safety,  &  in  particular  Information  of  the  Resolution 
of  Connecticut  &  Rhode  Island,  and  other  Southern  Governm" 
about  raising  forces,  &c. 

(Here  ends  the  Journal  of  the  Convention.  The  time  of  adjonrnment  is 
not  known.  —  Ed.  | 


Recantations  of  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  3TcMaster^  and  Mr.  Ac/tindoss. 
ICopied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser,,  Vol.  II.,  p.  552.] 

Wliereas,  I  the  subscriber,  have,  for  a  long  series  of  time,  both  done  and 
said  many  things  that  I  am  sensible  has  proved  of  great  disadvantage  to  this 
Town  and  the  Continent  in  general;  and  am  now  determined  by  my  future 
conduct  to  convince  the  publick  tliat  I  will  risk  my  life  and  interest  in  de- 
fe.ice  of  the  constitutional  privileges  of  this  Continent,  and  humbly  ask  the 
forgiveness  of  my  friends  and  the  Country  in  general  for  my  past  conduct. 

P.  BAfr.t:v. 
Portsmouth,  N.  B.,  May  U,  177.5. 


Whereas,  I  the  subscriber,  have,  for  a  lona  series  of  time,  both  done  and 
said  many  tilings  that  I  am  sensible  has  proved  of  great  disadvantage  to  this 
Town  and  tiie  Contint-nt  in  general;  and  am  now  determined  by  my  future 
coniluct  to  convince  the  publick  that  I  will  risk  my  life  and  interest  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitutional  privileges  of  this  Continent,  and  humbly  ;isk  th« 
forgiveness  of  my  triends  and  the  Country  in  general  tor  my  past  conduct. 

James  McMastek. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H..  May  U.  1775. 


1776.)  THIBD   PKOVINCIAL   CONGKES8.  467 

Whereas  my  piist  conduct  hath  made  an  ill  impression  upon  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  inliabitants  of  this  Town  and  Province;  and  as  many  view  me 
unfriendly  to  tlie  rights  and  liberties  of  British  America,  I  hereby  declare 
that  I  am  heartily  sorrj-  that  :uiy  part  of  my  conduct  should  have  given  unea- 
siness to  any  of  the  friends  of  America;  and  hereby  engage  to  aid  and  assist 
in  supporting  the  common  cause  of  America  to  tlie  utmost  of  my  power: 
and  I  hope  my  future  conduct  will  render  me  worthy  of  the  friendship  and 
protection  of  tbis  Country. 

Thos.  Achincloss. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  M-ay  22, 1775. 


Tovm.  Meeting^  Portsmouth^  New  Hampshire. 

Extracts  of  sundry  Votes  passed  at  a  Town  Meeting  held  at  the  North 
Meeting-House  in  Portsmouth,  May  1.5,  177-5: 

Voted,  That  the  Town  will  aid  and  assist  the  Committee  that  is  or  shall  be 
chosen  in  behalf  of  this  Town,  to  pn^serve  the  peace  and  order  of  it,  when- 
ever the  Committee  shall  judge  occasion  may  require. 

And  that  this  Committee  be  fully  empowered  to  inquire  touching  any  ob- 
noxious persons  who  may  flee  to  tliis  Town  for  an  asylum,  and  that  they 
shall  judge  whether  it  is  expedient  for  any  such  refugees  to  reside  here  or 
depart  from  it;  and  any  inliabitant  of  this  Town  who  shall  be  obnoxious, 
shall  be  only  accountable  to  the  Committee  for  tbeir  conduct. 

Voted,  That  no  other  persons  but  the  Committee  shall  concern  with  any 
«uch  refugees;  bat  if  any  person  shall  know  of  any  such  obnoxious  persons 
coming  into  Town,  the  earliest  notice  whereof  should  be  given  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  be  empowered  to  call  before  them,  and  upon 
proper  evidence  to  pass  censure  upon,  any  inhabitants  of  this  Town  who 
shall  dare  to  transgress  any  of  the  preceding  votes,  or  in  any  manner  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  the  Town. 

Voted,  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  to  refrain 
from  purchasing  any  Lamb  that  shall  be  killed  before  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  and  that  they  kill  no  Lambs  before  that  time. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  recommend  the  use  of  fresh  Fish  to  the  inhabitants, 
twice  a  week  at  least. 
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Journal  of  the  Provincial    Congress  which  met  at  Exeter  17"* 

May,  1775. 


[Copied  from  the  originai  "State  Pap.  Rev""  Vol.  I.,  1775. 

pond  with  the  original.  —  Ed.1 


Pages  corres- 


At  a  Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  several  Towns  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  met  at  Exeter  the  17"*  day  of  May 
1775  :  The  following  Persons  from  the  Towns,  Parishes  &  Places 
respectively  annexed  to  the  several  Names,  being  returned  to  set 
as  members  in  this  Convention,  took  their  seats  accordingly,  viz, 
from 

[Note.     The  Names  in  this  list,  are  spelled  as  in  the  original  record. — Ed,  I 


[p.  .56.1    Portsmouth, 

Newington, 
Greenland, 

Hampton, 
Exeter, 

Stratham, 

South  Hampton, 
Rye, 

New  Market, 

Chester, 

|p.  67.]   Hampton  Falls, 

Seabrook, 
North  Hampton, 

Kensington, 


Days'  .•Vttendanc© 

Capt  William  Whipple 

18 

Capt.  William  Pearon 

2 

Samuel  Cutts,  Esq. 

18 

Sam'  Sherburne 

13 

Capt.  Peirce  Long 

17 

Richard  Downing  Esq. 

11 

Samuel  Fabyau 

11 

Clement  March  Esq. 

6 

Maj.  William  Weeks 

6 

Capt.  Nathan  Johnson 

5 

Capt.  Josiah  Moulton 

IT 

.Josiah  Moulton  3"i 

11 

Gen*  Nathaniel  Follsom 

18 

Coll.  Nicholas  Gilman 

15 

Colo  Enoch  Poor 

16 

Dea"  Stephen  Boardman 

15 

Sam'  Lane  Esq'' 

14 

Benj«  Brown 

10 

Samuel  Knowles 

15 

•"Nathan  Goss  ^ 

4 

Capt.  Jeremiah  Follsom 

16 

Mr.  Edward  Parsons 

la 

Stephen  Morse 

17 

Capt.  Robert  Willson 

la 

Coll.  Meshech  Weare 

1 

Rev.  Pain  Wingate 

6 

Henry  Robie 

14 

Doct  Levi  Dearburne 

0 

David  Mastou 

14 

Capt.  Abr:iham  Drake 

12 

Capt.  Ezckiel  Worthen 

14 
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Epping, 

Rev**  Josiah  Steams 

16 

David  Lawrence,  Esq' 

4 

Brentwood, 

Samuel  Dudley  Esq'^ 

16 

William  Morrill  Esq-^ 

14 

Poplin, 

Stephen  Sleeper 

14 

Kins^stown  &  / 
Hawke         j 

Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq 

17 

East  Kingston, 

Nath>  Bachelder,  Esq' 

16 

Maj.  Jacob  Gale 

12 

Sandown, 

Jethro  Sanborn  Esq"" 

0 

Pembrook. 

David  Oilman 

16 

Deerfield, 

Rev.  Timotliy  Upham 

11 

_5ow 

-  Beniamin  Noves 

7 

Harapstead, 

Jonathan  Carlton 

12 

Plaistow, 

Major  Joseph  Welsh 

16 

Atkinson, 

John  Webster 

11 

Daniel  Poor 

11 

New  Town, 

Joseph  Bartlett.  Esij 

14 

New  Sulern 

Caleb  Duston 

10 

Pelham, 

James  Gibson 

12 

Nottingham, 

Majf  Joseph  Cilley 

14 

Dr.  Thorn*  Bartlet 

16 

Epsom, 

Jolin  McClary  Esq' 

16 

Raymond, 

John  Dudley,  Esq' 

16 

Candia, 

Sam'  Moor,  Esq 

16 

Londonderry, 

Matthew  Thornton,  Esq 

16 

Mr.  James  McGregore 

16 

Ooncord, 

Timothy  Walker,  jun. 

16 

Canterbury. 

Rev^  Abiel  Foster 

14 

Capt.  Jerem"  C  lough 

12 

Chichester. 

Capt  John  Cram 

11 

Loudon, 

Nathan  Bachelder,  Esq' 

13 

Northwood. 

Sherburne  Blake 

7 

Meredith, 

Ebenezer  Smith,  Esq' 

7 

Durham, 

George  Frost,  Esq' 

7 

Ebenezer  Thompson,  Esq' 

IS 

Sanborn  Town, 

Daniel  Sandboru,  Esq' 

9 

Madbury. 

John  Wingate 

11 

Lee. 

Joseph  Sias,  Esq' 

8 

Smith  Emerson 

5 

Moultonbo  rough. 

Adam  Brown    • 

3 

Oilman  Town, 

Antipas  Oilman 

11 

Rochester, 

Dea.  James  Knowles 

9 

Colo  John  McDufiee 

14 

Wakefield, 

Nathaniel  Balsh 

16 

Dover, 

Capt.  Shadrach  Ilodgdon 

15 

Capt.  Stephen  Evans 

14 

Somersworth. 

Icliabod  Rawlings,  Esq' 

16 

Capt.  James  Garvin 

11 

Litchfield, 

Capt.  John  Parker 

9 

Henniker. 

Timothy  Gibson 

2 

Cockbourne. 

Capi.  Abijah  Leonard 

6 

Dunstable, 

Jonathan  Lovewell.  Esqf 

0 

John  Ayres 

12 

Noah  Lovewell 

8 

Merrimack. 

Jacob  McCiaw 

11 

Boscawen, 

<:apt.  Henry  Gerrish 

10 

Ooffes  Town, 

Moses  Kielie 

16 

New  Ipswich 

Rev''  Stephen  Farrar 

13 

Amherst, 

Paul  Dudley  Sargeant 

4 

Mose.s  Parsons 

16 

Bedford, 

Janxs  Marlyu 

11 
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Temple, 

Dunbarton, 

HopkintOD, 

Barrington, 

Windham, 

Wilton. 

Mason, 
Weare, 

Nottingham  W. 
Lyndeborough, 
New  Boston, 
HoUis, 


Peterboro' 

Plymouth, 

Campton, 

Rumney, 

New  Chester, 

Lyme, 

Cockermouth, 

Orford, 

Hanover, 

I>banon, 

Thornton, 

Plainfield, 

Westmoreland, 

Fitz  William, 

Swanzey, 

Dublin, 

Keen  &  Surry, 

Clairmont 

Cornish, 

Packerfield, 

Walpole, 

Winchester, 

Salisbury, 

CharlestcTwn, 

Haverhill, 

Pierniont, 

Land  art', 


Rev<i  Sam'  Webster 
Capt.  Caleb  Page 
Rev<i  Eli.)*'  Fletcher 
Lt.  Samuel  Hayes 
Leut.  John  Dinsmore 
Jonathan  Martyn 
Jacob  Abbot 
Amos  Dakin 
Sam'  Page 

Capt.  Abraham  Page 
Ephraim  Putnam 
Thomas  Willsou 
Col.  John  Hale 
De:i.  Enoch  Noyce 
Samuel  Holjart,  Esq"" 
William  Smith 

Abel  Webster 

Jonathan  Childs 
Samuel  Hazelton 
Israel  Morey  Esq' 
Nath'  Rogers 
John  Wheelock 
Nehemiah  Estabrook 
Matthew  Thoruton,  Esq. 
Francis  .*>^mith 
Joseph  Wilbore 
R.!V.  B^nja  Bridgham 
Sam'  Hill 

Joseph  Greenwood 
Tira'V  Kllis 
Oliver  Ashley 
Sam'  Ch.ise,  Esq"" 
Doc''  Nathi  Breed 
Kleazer  Twitchell 
Thomas  Sparhawk 
Sam'  Ashley  Esq"" 
Matthew  Pettingill 
William  Haywood 
Capt.  Eph""  Weston 
Capt.  Richard  Young 
Capt.  Nath'  Hovey 
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[p.  58.] 


We  Inosday  May  the  17'",  i\  m. 


The  members  bein<^  call'd  over  &  seated  proceeded  as  follows. 
viz, 

Voted,  That,  the  Hon'''''  Alattlicw  Thornton  Esq""  be  President. 
Voted,  That  Ebenezor  Tliumpson  EiSii'be  Secretary. 
Voted,  That  as  Eben''  Thompson  the  elected  Secretary  is  not 
present  Sara'  Cutts  Esc}'  be  See*'  P.  T. 

At  the  desire  of  the  Convention  the  Rev*  Mr.  Steams  m:*de  a 
Prayer. 

/ 
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Voted,  That  those  members  who  did  not  produce  Certificates 
be  allowed  to  set  in  Convention  until!  the  adjournm'  &it"  they  do 
not  then  produce  them  to  be  excluded. 

Voted  That  the  KeV  Mr.  Stearn!',  Coll"  Follsom,Mr.  President, 
George  Frost  Esq',  Mr.  Wheelock,  Mr.  Sparhawk  &  the  Kev"^  Mr. 
Webster  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  rules  to  be  observed  by  the 
members  of  this  Convention  while  sitting  &  present  tl>em  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

Voted  That  the  afores**  Committee  together  with  Mr.  Whipple 
•feMr.  Cutts  be  a  Committee  to  report  what  they  think  necessary 
to  be  done  about  Establishing  a  Post  office. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  8  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


Thursday  May  18"»  a.  m. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  the  following  Rules  be  adopted  »fc  observed  by  the 
Members  of  this  Convention  while  sitting. 

First.  That  no  person  speak  without  asking  leave  of,  and  addressing  hlm- 
•elf  to  the  President. 

2ndiy    That  no  member  speak  while  another  is  speaking. 

[p.  59.]  S"*.  That  no  Person  sliould  speak  a  second  time  upon  a  point  if 
another  Person  who  has  not  spoke  before  should  desire  to  speak. 

i^^  That  no  Member  make  a  new  motion  upon  a  point  until  tliat  which  iB 
under  consideration  is  determined. 

5"'  Tiiat  there  be  silence  among  the  other  members  while  any  one  is 
■peaking. 

6"»  Tliat  no  member  absent  himst^lf  more  than  half  an  hour  without  per- 
mission from  the  President. 

T^  Tliat  on  any  matter  of  Importance  under  the  consideration  of  this 
Body,  on  the  request  of  the  Members  of  Ten  Towns,  the  determination 
thereof  shall  be  put  ort'to  the  next  day  of  sitting.   . 

8"»    That  no  member  speak  without  standing  up. 

A  letter  being  rec'^  i'voui  Hanking  Wentworih  Esq'  Chairman 
of  a  Committee  at  Portsmouth  the  same  was  read  &  ordered  to 
Lav. 

Letter  from  Cotmnittce  of'  Port^irnouth  rdatiitg  to  Mustn. 

[Copied  from  "Sute  Pap.  Rev","  Vol.  I.,  p.  o:J.j 
SiB  — 

A  Brig  from  Biddeford  in  Knglan<l  arrived  this  day  the  Master  of  whom 
has  just  been  with  the  Committee  &.  actjuaint  ihiMu  that  his  orders  are  to 
take  on  board  six  Masts  of  about  sixteen  Indies  diameter. 

We  are  inform'd  that  the  ship  lately  built  at  Ca^co  Bay  (which  arrived  in 
Uie  Harbor  this  Morning)  is  come  with  an  intention  to  load  Miists  which  are 
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now  ready  for  her.    The  opinion  of  the  Congress  touching  the  Propriety  of 
shiping  tlie  Masts  is  desired  as  soon  as  may  be. 

We  have  heard  that  part  of  the  Troops  from  England  arrived  yesterday  at 
Boston. 

I  am  by  order  of  the  Com'^<« 

S'  your  most  hble  Serv' 

H.  Wentwortii,  Chairman. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Exeter 
Portsmo  IV^  May,  1775. 


(Note.  The  date  and  import  of  the  following  letters  and  papers,  indicate 
that  they  were  designed  for  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  convened  a.t  I'^xe- 
ter,  the  17^  of  May.  1775.— Ed.] 

Letter  from  Trutioorthy  Ladd  with  offer  of  JSKrvice. 
(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  I.,  p.  m.\ 

New  Ham'pshire  j  ^"^  *^^  Hourabel  Congress  .setten  at  Plxeter 

Gentlemen  —  Atter  ray  Regards  to  your  Honour  with  Freedom:  whereas  it 
^tis  thought  ther  will  be  a  number  of  Souldiers  called  for  outof  this  Province 
for  the  assistance  to  the  defence  of  the  North  of  Araarica  for  our  Privileges 
and  liberties  I  would  in  form  your  Honnors  that  If  accation  should  Call  for  a 
Number  that  I  am  Ready  to  serve  your  Honnors  in  this  Government  and  my 
Country  ibr  the  defence  of  our  Privileges  and  the  injoyment  of  Libity  in 
Amarrica.  If  your  Honnors  should  call  for  me  1  am  ready  to  serve  my 
Country  with  all  freedom  and  assiotan:;e  that  I  am  capable  of  as  I  think  It  tis 
the  Duty  of  all  well  wishers  to  Libbity  and  the  North  amarrica,  wishing 
suckcess  to  libbity  So  I  ascribe  my  vSolf  your  well  wisher  an«!  Uumbel  Ser- 
vient 

TKrF:woBTHY  Lad. 
(iofiestown  May  the  13  Day  1775. 


Letter  from  the  Town  of  A I  stead.  N.  U. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  43. | 

To  the  Hon'''  the  Deligates  from  the  several  Towns  in  this  Province  Now 
settius  at  Exeter  New  Hampshire. 

Qent. — 

We  Receiv'd  a  LeiUT  from  thv;  former  Convention  Re<iuestinL'  us  to  assist 
by  sending  a  man  to  Represent  us  We  should  gladly  have  improv'd  the  privi- 
lege where  wc  in  a  Capacity  hut  our  innbility  is  such  that  we  look  upon  our- 
selves not  able  to  maintain  a  man  to  sjt  in  Congress  But  have  proceded  so 
far  in  Town  nu^etin.!:  Duly  wj'.rn'd  as  to  chuse  a  Committee  to  Corrispond 
with  our  sitit'^r  Towns  and  to  Draw  a  Let^^r  to  forward  our  Doinss,  Joining 
with  the  Town  of  Marlow  in  this  Procedure  which  are  as  fblioweth  (viz.) 

Made  choice  of  Nath'  Sarteil  Prenti'^e  Oliver  Shepard  &  Simon  Brooks  as 
a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  and  voted  to  abide  ijy  the  proc<^edings  o 
the  Convention  at  the  ltis'|ue  of  our  al!  trusting  in  there  wisdom  and 
sagacity  umler  God,  tiiat  there  Indeavours  &  Proceedings  will  Happily  Extri- 
cate us  out  of  the  alarming  Evils  that  we  Either  feal  or  fear  which  will  b« 
the  constant  prayer  &  wish  of  your  Friends  *  Brethren  in  one  Common 
(tause. 

TiiK  Inh.vbitants  ok  Alstead. 


r 
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N.  B.   By  a  vote  of  tlie  Town  chose  Mr.  Oliver  Shepard  to  forward  theae 
our  proceedings  Iinediately  &  mal<e  Keturn. 

A  coppy  of  y8  pronooil"' 
AlRtead  ]5"»  May,  1775. 


Natu'l  y.  Prentice,  T.  Clork. 
in  Behalf  y*  Cnm^. 


Letter  from   Committee  of  Marlotc. 

[Copiod  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  47.1 

Marlow  May  15*  1775. 
in  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 
We  Recev'd  your  meshen'iry  Letter  for  U8  to  send  a  Deputie  in  our  behalf 
to  Keprosent  us  at  a  Coni^ress  at  Exeter  on  the  17"^  Instant  to  Consart  the 
afairs  of  this  Government  a.s  may  be  most  Expedient  to  Preserve  the  Rights 
and  Priveleges  of  this  and  the  other  Colonies  After  Notices  we  met  &  Con- 
sidered the  maters  &  our  one  jown]  Surcumstances  and  our  Poverty  is  such 
that  r.t  Present  we  are  not  abal  to  Seport  a  Deputy  at  said  Consjress  but  beinu 
■well  wishers  to  the  continuance  of  our  Rights  and  Priveleges  Both  Sivil  and 
Sacred  we  have  chosen  us  a  Committee  of  Corresponds  with  tlie  otht-r  Com- 
mites  of  the  other  Towns  in  said  Province  &  we  Do  hereby  aijuaint  you  of 
our  free  &  volentary  will  and  Resolution  with  the  hazard  of  our  Lives  and 
Interest  to  asist  in  tlie  Defence  of  the  same  with  our  Nabouring  Colonies,  & 
we  do  hereby  commit  and  Betrust  the  Consarting  of  mesurs  to  Proseed  in  to 
wise  and  Prudent  Conduct  under  God  Considering  him  as  the  alone  Gov- 
ernor ife  men  under  him,  &  we  hope  and  Trust  that  God  will  give  us  wisdom 
and  understanding  and  strength  according  to  tlie  Troubels  and  Tryals  of  the 
Day  in  which  we  Now  live,  and  in  all  things  we  meen  to  Pay  our  Proportion 
ai-oordiui  to  our  ability,  hoping  that  God  will  help  us  so  to  Do. 

Sam'  Gustin  )       The  Commite  of 

Nathan  Hunti.ky    [  Correspon<l  A  Select- 
Eber  Lrwt.'<  )       men  of  Marlow. 

To  the  Provmcial  Committf  tx)  be 
held  at  Exeter  in  the  Province 
of  New  Hampshire. 

P.  S.     We  should  he.  glad  to  he  favored  with  what  mesures  are  consarted 
l»v  tlie  said  Concre.ss. 


Voted,  That  .'i  Po^i  otfic-e  shall  be  Kst.ihlished  at  Portsnoiouth  & 
that  tlie  Sam"  Pen  hallow  Esq'  shall  be  Post  Master,  and  that  he, 
together  with  the  meaibers  from  Porthtnouth,  shall  be  a  Corarait- 
tee  to  agree  with  a  Post  rider  or  riders.  ^^ 

Voted,  Thaf.  John  Hale  Esq""  be  Impowered  in  behalf  of  thia 
Convetiltiou  to  proceed  Ime<liaiely  to  ih^.  City  of  Albany  »>r  any 
other  place  he  thinks  proper  for  the  purpose  of  procniring  fire 
arms  .intl  Uan  Powder  for  the  use  ot  this  Province,  and  as  the 
scarcity  of  money  &  suddenness  of  the  occasion  hinders  tliis  Con- 
vention fi-oiu  :-aj>nlying  Coll,  ILde  with  Cash  for  the  said  purpose, 
If  Coll.  Hal(>  can  obt.iin  Cre  lit  ior  s.iid  Arlicles  this  Convention 
Pledges  their  Honour  and  f:r.th  to  pay  -^aid  Money  at  the  time 
iigroed  by  Coll.  Hide  &  the  vendor  or  vendors  of  the  same. 
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[p.  60.]  Voted,  That  a  number  of  men  be  raised  in  this  Prov- 
ince to  Join  in  the  common  cause  of  defending  our  Just  Rights  & 
Liberties. 

Voted  That  Coll.  Bartlett,  Capt.  Whipple,  Coll.  Follsom,  Mr. 
President,  Rev.  Mr.  Webs^ter,  Rev.  Mr.  Stearns,  Coll.  Nioh'  Gil- 
man,  Capt.  P:ige,  Moses  Parsons,  Mr.  Wheelock,  Mr.  Rollings, 
Rev.  Mr,  Farnr,  Mr.  Morey,  Mr.  Gregore  &  Coll.  A.shley  be  a 
Comniitee  to  prepare  and  bring  into  this  Convention  a  Plan  of 
ways  &  means  for  funiishinsr  Troops  &c. 

Voted  That  ReV*  Mr.  Wingate,  R-*  Mr.  Fletcher  &  Mr.  Sam' 
Sherburn  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Draft  to  be  sent  to  the 
geveral  Towns  in  this   Province  respecting  disputes    a*"   Tories, 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 


Fryday  May  IQ***.     Met  according  to  adjuurnfuent. 

The  President  being  necessarily  absent,  Voted  that  Sam'  Cutts 
Esq'  be  President  Pro  Tempore. 

A  Petition  of  Mnj'  Andrew  McClary  praying  redress  of  sundry 
Grievances  read  &  ordered  to  lay  for  consideradon.(l) 

A  letter  from  Coll.  John  Stark  requesting  a  Supply  of  fire  arms 
for  the  soldiers  under  his  command  read  and  ordered  to  be  put 
ander  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  means. 

Colonel  kStark  to  the  JS^eic  Hanipghirt    Congre.sti. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  I.,  p.  149.) 

Medford,  May  18,  1775. 
Gentlemen  —  About  tlie  twenty-ninth  of  April  last  a  Committee  sent  from 
Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  Proviuoeof  Massachusetts  Bay,  havin;?  discretionary  instruc- 
tions lr<jm  said  Congrt^ss,  advised  to  raise  a  Keiiiment  from  the  Province  of 
New  Hampsliire  as  soon  as  possible,  under  tlie  Constitution  or  Establishment 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay;  but  to  be  deemed  as  part  of  the  quota  of  men  of 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  that  Xew  Hampshir"  Coujjress  would 
establish  said  measures.  In  consequnnceof  wliich,  a  number  of  officers  irom 
the  Province  ot  New  Hampshire  convenM,  and  made  olioice  of  their  field 
officers  for  said  Regm',  who  have  raised  the  .-ame,  .584  of  wljora  are  now 
present  at  Medfbrd,  exclusive  of  drummers  and  lifers,  and  the  remainder  are 
hourly  expected;  and  :vs  a  great  number  of  those  already  here  (whoexpeeted^ 
when  they  enlisted,  to  dnaw  arms  from  the  Provincial  stocks)  are  destitute  of 
the  same,  and  cannot  bt;  furnished,  (as  no  arms  are  to  be  procured  here  at 
present,)  must  inevitably  return  from  whence  they  came,  unless  they  are 
supply'd  from  some  quarter  speedily ;  I  humbly  pray 'that  you  would  maturely 
consider  our  defenceless  situation,  aud  adopt  some  measure  or  measures 
whereby  they  may  be  equipped.  In  confidence  of  your  immediate  eompli- 
ance  with  the  above  request,  I  am,  in  the  Country's  common  cause,  your 
most  obedient  and  devoted  humble  servant. 

John  .Staijk. 

^DThe  x»etitlou  of  Andrew  McClarj-  liiis  not  been  IouimI.— tu. 
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N.  B.     The  i;-;ntleiuan  who  presents  this  to  the  Convention,  can  give  you 
particular  information  as  to  our  present  situation. 

Superscribed  — '*  The  Chairman  of  Prov»  Congress  for  the  Province  of  New 
Haulp^  now  setting  at  Exeter." 

P.  M. 

The  Convention  beinj^  informed  that  a  Coiuniittee  from  the 
Conoress  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  were  waiting  to  deliver  a  mes- 
sasje  to  this  Convention, 

Voted  that  Mr.  President,  Coll.  Follsom,  Coll.  Bartlett,  Capt. 
Whipple,  Mr.  Cutts,  Mr.  Stearns  &  Capt.  McDutfee  be  a  Comittee 
to  wait  on  those  (gentlemen  &  Introduce  them  into  the  Conven- 
tion antl    further  converse  with  them  relative  to  their  mission. 

[p.  Gl.]  The  Hon""'  Joseph  Gerrish  Esq'  and  Coll.  Eb-"  Sawyer 
a  Comittee  from  Mass**  Congress  were  introduced  and  delivered  a 
Letter  to  the  President  from  the  President  of  their  Congress,, 
together  with  the  Copy  of  an  application  by  them  made  to  the 
Continental  Congress  both  of  which  are  on  file. 


Resolves  of  Provincial  Congresa,  Mass. 
[Copieil  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  45.) 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  May  16"*,  1775. 

Resolved  That  the  Honorable  Joseph  Gerrish  Esq^  and  Coll"  Ebenezer  Saw- 
yer, who  are  l)y  this  Congress  chosen  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  Delegates 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  are  hereby  impower'd  and  directed  to  take 
such  methods,  aiid  make  such  applications  to  the  said  Congress,  as  shall  in 
the  Judgment  of  said  Committee,  appear  most  conducive  to  the  Union  of 
the  Colonies,  a  id  tiie  most  direct  way  to  induce  said  Congress  of  New  Hamp- 
shire to  raise  their  proportion  of  men  to  defend  the  Colonies  — And  it  is  also 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  furnislied  with  a  copy  of  the  applica- 
tion of  this  Congress  to  the  Honorable  Members  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, which  the  said  Committee  is  directed  to  deliver  the  President  of  the 
Congress  of  that  Colony,  and  to  do  all  tiiey  can  to  procure  the  approbation, 
of  that  Colony  to  our  assuming  Government,  and  to  communicate  to  said 
Congress  such  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress  as  they  shall  think  condu- 
cive to  the  good  of  the  whole. 


s"- 


Jos.  Wabren,  President  P.  T. 


Attest,  Samuel  Freeman,  Sec^.  P.  T. 


Application  to  the  Continental  Congress. 
ICopied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  49.) 

In  Provincial  Congress, 

Watertown  May  16"»  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Docf  Benjamin  Church  be  ordered  to  go  immciliately  to- 
Philadelphia  &  deliver  the  "President  of  the  Hon'''  Continental  Congress 
there  now  sitting  the  following  Application  to  be  by  him  communicated  to 
ike  members  thereof. 
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May  it  please  your  Honors  — 

That  system  of  Colonv  administration  which  in  the  most  firm,  dutiful  and 
loyal  Manner  has  been  "in  vain  remonstrated  againat,  by  the  represenUtive 
Body  of  the  united  Colonies,  8eeras  still,  unless  speedily  &  vigorously  opposed 
by  the  collected  Wisdom  and  Force  of  ail  America,  to  threaten  Ruiu  &  De- 
struction to  this  Continent. 

For  a  long  time  past,  this  Colony  has  by  a  corrupt  Administration  in  Great 
Britain  and  here,  been  deprived  of  the  Exercise  of  those  powers  of  Govern- 
ment without  which  a  people  can  be  neither  rich,  happy  or  secure;  the  whole 
Continent  saw  the  Blow  pendiiis,  wliich  if  not  warded  off,  must  inevitably 
have  subverted  the  Freedom  *fe  Happiness  of  each  Colony;  the  principles  of 
rtelf  Defence  roused  in  tiie  Breasts  of  Freera.'n  by  the  Dread  of  impending 
iilavery  caused  to  be  collected  the  Wisdom  of  America  in  a  Cona:res3  com- 
posed of  Men  who  through  Time,  must  in  every  Land  of  Freedom  be  revered 
among  the  most  faithful  iissertors  of  the  essential  rights  of  human  Nature. 

Tliis  Colony  was  then  reduced  to  great  Difficulties,  being  denied  the  Exer- 
cise of  civil  government  according  to  our  Charter,  or  the  fundamental  Prin- 
ciples of  the  English  Constitution.  And  a  formidable  Navy  &  Army  (not 
•only  inimical  to  our  Safety,  but  datter'd  with  the  Prospect  of  enjoying  the 
Fruit  of  our  Industry)  were  stationed  for  that  purpose  in  cur  Metropolis. 
The  Prospect  of  deciding  the  Question  between  our  mother  Country  &  us  by 
the  Sword,  gave  us  the  greatest  pain  &  anxiety;  but  we  have  made  all  the 
preparation  for  our  necessary  Defence  that  our  confused  state  would  admit 
of,  &  as  the  Question  equally  attected  our  sister  Colonies  &  us,  we  have  de- 
clined, thou2li  urged  thereto  by  the  most  pressing  Necessity,  to  assume  the 
Reins  of  civil  government  without  their  advice  >&  consent;  but  have  hitherto 
patiently  bom  the  many  Difficulties  and  distressing  Embarrassments,  neces- 
sarily resulting  from  a  Want  thereof.  We  are  now  compelled  to  raise  an 
army,  which  with  the  assistance  of  the  other  Colonies,  we  hope  under  the 
smiles  of  Heaven,  will  be  able  to  defend  us  &  all  America  from  the  further 
Butcheries  &  Devastation  of  our  implacable  Enemies. 

But  as  the  sword  should  in  all  free  States  be  subservient  to  the  civil  Pow- 
ers, &  as  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Magistrate  to  support  it  for  the  people's  neces- 
sary defence,  we  tremble  at  having  au  Array  (although  consisting  of  our  own 
Country  men)  establish' d  here  without  a  civil  power  to  provide  for  &  control 
them. 

We  are  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  laying  our  distressed  state  be- 
fore the  representative  Body  of  the  Continent  &  humbly  hope  you  will  favour 
us  with  your  most  explicit  advice  respecting  the  taking  up,  and  exercising 
the  Powers  of  civil  Government,  which  we  think  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
salvation  of  our  Country;  and  we  shall  readily  submit  to  such  a  General 
Plan  as  you  may  direct  for  the  Colonies;  or  make  it  our  great  Study  to  estab- 
lish such  a  Form  of  Government  here  as  shall  not  only  most  promote  our 
advantage  but  the  union  it  Interest  of  all  America. 

As  the  Army  now  collecting  from  dilferent  Colonies  i.s  for  the  general  De- 
fence of  the  Rights  of  America,  we  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Con- 
«ideration,  the  propriety  of  your  taking  the  Regulation  &  general  Direction 
of  it,  that  the  Operations  may  more  elfectually  answer  the  Purposes  designed. 

A  true  Copy  —  Sam'  Freeman,  Sec?,  P.  T. 

Voted  Thiit  the  Sfclectmcn  ot  the  respective  Towns  where  the 
Persons  liilisted  under  Coll,  Stark  who  are  destitute  of  tire  arras 
belong,  he  d(*t»ired  to  j)rocure  the  same  ajjd  forward  tlieiii  to  the 
PertjonK  .so  destitute  ;  and  if  such  Towns  cannot  furnish  them,  Coll. 
Stark  or  any  ot  the  otficers  under  him  are  desired  to  purchase  the 
■«auie  and  upon  a  just  ace'  thereot  being  tendered  to  this  Conven- 
tion it  fihali  b<^  allowed  &  paid  —  and  Coll.  Stark  is  desired  as  soon 
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as  circumstances  will  permit  To  triinsmit  to  this  Convention  what 
shall  be  done  in  consequ^^nce  of  this  vote,  and  every  soldier  sup- 
plied as  afores'*  is  required  to  give  a  Keceipt  for  such  tire-armi* 
that  he  will  at  his  dismission  from  the  service  return  the  same  or 
have  the  value  thereof  deducted  out  of  his  wiigea. 

Voted,  that  Mr.  Enoch  Poor,  Capt.  Ezekiel  Wortherj  &  Coll' 
Nioh*  Gilman  be  a  Committee  Immediately  to  fix  on  Carriages  fit 
for  the  field  Eight  Cannon  out  of  such  as  they  think  most  ser- 
viceable among  those  that  may  be  found  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  8  o'clock. 


Saturday  May  'iO'"  1775,  a.  m. 

Met  according  to  adj'  and  came  to  the  following  Resolutions,  viz .' 
Whereas  by  the  late  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  &  conduct 
of  the  Ministers  in  pursuance  thereof  it  appears  vt- ry  evident  that 
a  plan  is  laid,  &  now  pursuing  to  subjugate  this  &  the  other 
[p.  64.]  American  Colonies  to  the  most  abject  Slavery,  And  ther 
late  Frjstilities  committed  by  the  British  Troops  in  our  Sister 
Colony  of  the  Miissachusetts  Bay  leaves  us  no  doubt  in  deter- 
mining that  no  other  way  is  letl  us  to  preserve  our  most  <lar]ing 
Rights  and  Inestimable  Privileges,  but  by  itnmediately  defend- 
ing them  by  arms.  Reduced  therefor  by  this  most  Terrible  neces- 
sity, this  Convention  after  the  most  solemm  deliberations  thereon 
have 

1''.  Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  to  raise  immediately  Twa 
Thousand  Effective  Men  in  this  Province,  Including  otticere  & 
those  of  this  Province  already  in  the  service,  and  that  the  time 
from  their  Inlistment  continue  to  the  last  <lay  of  December  unless 
the  Committee  of  Safety  should  Judge  it  proper  that  a  part  or  the 
whole  be  discharged  sooner. 

2ndiy^  That  every  member  pledge  his  Honour  &  Estate  in  the 
name  of  his  Constituents  to  pay  their  proportion  of  maintaining 
and  paying  the  ofticei-s  &  soldiers  of  the  above  number  while  in 
their  service. 

3wiy  That  application  be  made  Immediately  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  for  their  advice  &  iissistance  respecting  means  &  ways 
to  put  the  above  Plan  into  Execution. 

4thiy_  That  the  Establishment  of  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be 
the  same  as  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

5thiy  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  &  Districts 
within  this  Colony  be  desired  to  furnish  the  soldiere  who  shall 
inlist  from  their  respective  Towns  and  districts  with  good  &  suffi- 
cient Blankets  &  render  their  ace'*  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies, 

6"".  That  if  it  should  a])pear  that  the  above  number  of  men  is 
not  our  full  proportion  with  the  other  Governm"  that  this  Con- 
vention will  be  ready  to  make  a  proper  addition  for  that  purpose. 
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[p.  65.]  Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  Con veu lion  by  given  to 
the  persons  who  took  away  and  secured  for  tiie  use  of  this  Gov- 
ernment a  Quantity  of  Gunpowder  from  the  Castle  called  William 
&  Marv  in  this  Province. 

Voted  that  Coll.  Thornton,  Coll.  Bartlett,  Capt.  Whipple,  Coll. 
Follsom  &  Ebenezer  Thompson  be  a  Committee  of  Safety  &  that 
their  Instructions  be  deferred  until  next  week.  (1) 

Voted,  That  Coll.  Nicho'  Gilman,  Sam'  Cutts  Esq'  Ichabod 
Rawlings  Esq'  Mr.  Timothy  Walker,  Jun"'  Dr.  John  Gidding,  Mr. 
Thomas  Sparhawk  &  Coll.  John  Hale  be  a  Comittee  of  tupplies 
<fe  that  the  giving  them  necessary  Instructions  be  deferred  until 
next  week. 

Voted,  That  Coll.  Nich'  Gillman  and  Mr.  Poor  be  a  Committee 
to  sell  any  Quantity  of  Gunpowder  not  exceeding  tour  Barrels  to 
fiuch  Frontier  Towns  in  this  Province  as  they  think  most  need  it. 

Voted  That  the  ReV  Mr.  Stearns,  the  ReV^  Mr.  Webster  &  Mr. 
Josiah  Moulton  the  B"*,  be  a  Committee  to  make  a  Draught  of  a 
Letter  in  answer  to  one  ReC*  Irom  the  Congress  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  —  as  also  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress  &  la^ 
the  same  before  this  Convention  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


Monday  May  22''  1775,  p.  m. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  President  being  absent,  voted  that  Coll.  Follsom  be  Presi- 
dent Pro  Tempore. 

The  Sec^  being  absent,  voted  that  Thonias  Sparhawk  be  Seo' 
Pro  Tempore. 

Voted  That  John  Akennan  be  bro't  before  this  Body  for  Exam- 
nation, 

[p.  66.]     Vot<  d.  That  the  examination  of  John  Akerman,  Ben- 
jamin  Hart   and  John  Peirce  be  referred    to  the    Committees   of 
Portsmouth,  Greenland  and  Rye,  and  that  if  they  find  any  thing 
worthy  of  notice  they  would  report  to  this  Body  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

Voted,  That  John  Akerman  be  committed  to  Goal  and  there 
remain  until  to  morrow  morning. 

Portsmouth,  23''  May,  1775.  This  certifies  that  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Fol- 
som  biot  a  prissoner,  viz.  Jolin  Alverniaii  trom  the  Provincial  Ccnsress^at 
E.xeter.  before  the  Com'<^*^  of  Safety  for  tiie  Town  of  Portsni",  who  ordered  a 
guard  to  be  kept  ou  hiin.  till  examination  to  morrow  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Neal  McIntyeb,  Secy, 
Committee  IJall,  Tuesd.ay, 
4  o'clock,  p.  M. 

(l)'nie  Recorilsof  the  Commitd'e  of  SaftUj,  are  published  In  full,  In  the  Vnth  volume  of 
CoUfHitlouH  of  the  N.  H.  HJHt.  Society  —  to  which  tiie  reader  is  referred. — Kd. 
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Report  of  nbovesaid  Committees  in  Relation  to  .Tohn  AJcerman. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°  Vol.  I.,  p.  173.) 

Rockingham  SS. 

At  a  tneetini;  of  the  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth, 
Greenland  an  J  Kye  concerning;  the  Examination  ofon'J  Joiin  Ak.'rm  m  upon  a 
suspicion  of  said  Jolin  Aitennan's  bein'^  Lijurious  to  tlie  Lii)ertie9  ;ui  1  Privi- 
lcc;es  oK  this  Country,  susp  >cted  to  bt»  sjiviii'^  and  receiving;  Inti'lii.;'Mi'-es  Irom 
the  Britisih  Troops,  for  wliicli  purpose  of  Enquiry  the  s  li  I  Akerra  in  was  sent 
from  tlie  Provincial  Coni^ress  in  Exeti-r  to  these  Committees,  And  aft.ir  a 
thorough  examination  of  tlie  said  Akermaii.  Benjamin  Hart  and  John  Peirce 
who  were  represented  to  them  by  said  Congress  ;i3  having  sent  the  said 
Akerman  into  the  country.  It  appears  to  the  said  Committees  t!iat  the  said 
Akemian  was  sent  into  the  country  as  aforesaid  tor  Personal  safety,  to  ^ive 
intellizenceof  any  armed  men  comiiii;  to  Portsmouth  aa  the  Peculiar  ntation.i 
of  some  person;  gave  suspicion  of  some  design  against  them,  anil  that  it  was 
for  no  otiier  end  that  the  said  Akerman  waa  sent  ;v3  appears  from  their  par- 
ticular Examinations  upon  oath,  had  Before  us  the  said  Committees,  and 
they  were  accordingly  dismissed. 

Portsmouth,  May  24'i>  1775. 


By  order  of  the  Committee  for  Portsm". 
By  order  of  the  Com'^  for  Greenland, 
By  order  of  the  Com'*'  for  Rye, 


H.   Wkntworth,  Chairman. 

John  Havkn,  Chairman. 

JosKPH  Parson,  Chairman. 


Voted,  That  Major  Sara'  Hobart  and  Mr.  Enoch  Poor  be  muster 
Masters  for  the  present,  aiid  that  they  repair  to  Cambridcfe  :i-s  soon 
as  may  be  and  the  places  thereabout  in  the  Province  of  tlie  Mas- 
-sachusetts  Bay  and  lloo-ularly  Muster  all  the  raen  irdisted  in  the 
several  Cornp^"  in  the  Uegiment  commanded  by  Coll.  Stark,  and 
that  no  uxen  be  acce()ted  but  those  who  are  able  Bodied  Effective 
men,  also  to  enquire  if  any  other  men  are  Enlisted  by  any  other 
person  or  persons  and  Muster  them  if  any  there  be  &  receive  such 
only  as  are  good  etfective  men  and  Inform  the  officers  by  whom 
such  men  are  Enlisted  that  they  immediately  repair  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  at  K.veter,  there  to  re[>resent  the  matter  &  re- 
ceive Instrnclion. 

Voted,  That  it  be  left  -liscretionary  with  the  Muster  M;ister 
how  long  men  that  have  already  inlisted  into  the  Province  service 
unarmed  shall  continue  there:  And  that  these  Gentlemen  are 
desired  to  make  enquiries  where  provisions,  chirurgeons.  Instru- 
ments and  medicine  can  bo  procured  and  upon  what  Terms;  Also 
that  they  be  desired  to  obtain  the  Rules  of  the  several  Com- 
mittees of  Safety  and  supplies,  and  further  to  inform  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  that  there  is  a  Post  Office  Established  at 
Exeter  and  to  know  if  their  Post  Rider  who  comes  to  Haverhill 
[p.  67.]  will  proceed  to  the  Post  Office  here,  and  report  to  the 
O)nvention  ;i.s  soon  as  may  be. 
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Voted,  That  the  Two  Thousand  men  this  Body  have  agreed 
to  raise  be  Equally  Divided  into  three  Keginients. 

Voted,  That  Coll.  Fenton  be  desired  pei-sonally  to  appear  and 
inform  this  Body  concerning  the  subject  matter  of  his  Letter  to 
the  People  of  the  County  of  Grafton. 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow  8  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Col.  FentoiCs  Letter. 
(Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers  Rev".,  Vol.  L,  p.  167. J 

Portsmouth,  April  2(5,  1775. 

To  the  People  of  the  County  of  Grafton,  from  a  real  friend,  who  sincerel"^ 
wishes  their  well-being : 

For  God's  sake  pay  the  closest  attention  to  the  sowmg  and  planting  your 
lands,  and  do  as  much  of  it  as  possible,  not  only  for  your  own  and  families' 
subsistence,  but  to  supply  the  wants  of  your  feliow-raen  down  country ;  (or 
you  may  be  assured  that  every  kind  of  distress,  in  the  provision  way,  Is 
coming  upon  them. 

Let  notliing  induce  you  to  quit  your  farming  business  —  mind  no  reports — 
there  are  enough  without  you  —  therefore  your  diligence  in  farmin.?  will 
much  more  serve  your  country  than  coming  to  assist  us.  Much  depends  on 
the  Back  settlements  raising  plenty  of  grain. 

I  am  informed  —  that  if  the  People  of  the  Buck  settlements  take  up  arms, 
a  number  of  Indians  &  Canadians  will  fall  upon  them,  but  that  if  they 
remain  quiet,  they  wdl  not.  This  I  intbrra  you  of  from  the  love  I  bare  you. 
and  give  it  you  as  a  sincere  friend  sliould  do. 


John  Fenton. 


Portsm",  26'"  April,  1775. 


Tuesday,  May  23'\  a.  m. 

Voted,  That  the  Secret^  prepare  a  list  of  the  Delegates  to  keejr 
a  proper  ace'  of  their  daily  attendance. 

Voted,  That  there  be  a'  post  office  in  Exeter. 

Voted,  That  KeV*  Mr.  Farrar,  Mr.  Sparhawk  and  Mr.  Edward 
Parsons  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  preparing  a  Letttr  to  the 
Continental  Congiess.  i 

P.  M. 

Voted,  That  CoIl°  Nath'  Follsoai  be  appointed  to  take  the 
general  command  of  the  men  that  may  be  raised  or  are  already 
raised  in  this  Gover'  for  this  senson. 

Voted,  That  Josiah  Moulton  3<*  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
Supplies. 

Voted,  That  there  be  procured  some  suitable  person  to  officiate 
as  Chaplain  to  each  Regiment  in  the  service. 

Voted,  That  there  be  a  Surgeon  and  Surgeon's  mate  procured 
for  each  Regiment. 

Voted,  That  it  be  left  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  recom- 
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mend  Persons  they  think  proper  for  Chaplains,  surgeons  &  sur- 
geons mates. 

Voted,  That  the  Com"  of  Safety  procure  proper  forms  for 
Enlisting  soldiers,  *fec. 

Voted,  That  Coll"  Nicholas  Gilman  be  Treasurer  <fc  Receiver 
General  of  this  Colony,  and  that  he  with  Two  sufficient  sureties 
give  Bond  to  the  Hon*"  Mathew  Thornton  Esq.  President  of  thi.* 
Congress  &  to  his  successor  in  that  office  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  trust, 

[p.  68.]  Voted,  That  there  be  raised,  Levyed  &  paid  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  the  same  proportion  as  was  last 
used  in  Levying  &  proportioning  the  Taxes  of  this  Province,  the 
8um  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds  Lawful  Money  and  paid  unto 
Nicholas  Gilman  Esq""  of  Exeter  as  Treasurer  appointed  by  this 
Convention,  by  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Voted,  That  all  officers  &  soldiers  employed  in  the  service  shall 
be  taxed  as  other  persons  are  according  to  their  ability. 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow,  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


New  Hampshire  Congress  to  John  Sullivan  and  John  Lanydon 

Esquires^  at  Philadelphia. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  695.] 

Exeter,  May  23'*,  1776. 
Gentlemen  — 

Although  it  is  painful  to  us  to  have  occasion  to  realize  the  necessity  of 
deciding  by  the  Sword  the  present  controversy  with  Great  Britain,  yet  we 
trust  you  will  know,  with  satisfaction  that,  in  the  fullest  representative  body- 
this  Province  ever  had,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  raise  a  body  of  men  for 
the  purposes  of  general  defence.  As  we  conclude  you  have  been  already 
sufficiently  apprised  of  the  hostile  conduct  of  the  Army  under  General  Gage, 
we  can  assure  you  that  the  whole  Colony  seems  to  be  of  one  heart  and  one 
soul ;  so  that  even  those  who  had  been  formerly  inactive,  are  now  soberly 
awake  and  active.    The  blood  of  their  brethren  has  roused  them. 

We  could  have  desired  to  consult  a  General  Congress,  if  time  had  allowed^ 
before  we  had  taken  such  an  important  step  as  raising  a  military  force.    But 
the  case  seemed  too  plain  to  be  doubted,  and  too  urgent  to  be  delayed.     We 
have  resolved  to  raise  forthwith  two  thousand  men.     How  we  shall  pay  them,, 
you  are  sensible  must  now  be  one  question. 

We  trust,  as  you  know  the  state  of  the  Colony  that  you  will  enter  into  the- 
full  importance  of  the  question.  We  desire  you  will  do  your  utmost  to  for- 
ward some  plan  in  which  we  may  be  able  to  discharge  our  engagements.  We 
must,  Gentlemen,  press  you  on  this  article.  The  little  cash  we  ever  had,  is 
by  one  means  or  another,  almost  entirely  drained  off.  The  most  are  ready- 
to  join,  and  are  willing  to  expend  one  half,  if  they  may  preserve  the  other. 
Yet  we  seem  to  have  no  method  left  but  borrowing,  and  we  don't  know  that 
we  can  borrow,  unless  we  issue  a  proper  currency  ourselves,  or  have  a  cur- 
rency on  a  general  plan,  or  can  borrow  in  some  of  the  other  Colonies. 

With  regard  to  wh;it  is  further  necessary  to  regulate  the  general  policy  of 
the  Colonies,  you  will  find  our  situation  and  views,  so  far  as  we  have  formed 
iiny,  in  our  enclosed  letter  to  the  Congress.     You  may  rely  upon  it  that  it' 
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any  general  regulations  of  the  Province  are  thought  necessary  or  best,  we 
shallbe  ready  to  receive  the  same  and  govern  ourselves  accordingly. 

Gentlemen  —  we  commit  ourselves  and  you,  the  honourable  body  of  which 
you  are  members,  and  the  cause  of  liberty  and  justice  throughout  America 
and  the  world,  to  the  all-directing  Mind,  and  subscribe,  with  much  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Sullivan  and  John  Langdon,  Esquires,  Members  for 
this  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  Continental  Congress. 


Letter  to  the   Continental  Congress. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  U.,  p.  696.J 

Exeter,  May  23,  177-5. 
Honourable  Gentlemex — 

British  America  being  entrusted  to  your  wisdom,  the  proposal  of  those 
plans,  by  which,  as  by  a  pole  star,  it  may  steer  in  the  tempest  occasioned  by 
the  arrogant  claims,  the  haughty  threats,  and  unnatural  attacks  of  the 
British  Ministry,  it  is  reasonable  for  you  to  expect,  and  for  each  Colony  to 
choose,  that  whatever  important  step  is  taken  by  any  of  the  Colonies,  the 
consequence  of  which  reaches  the  whole,  you  should  receive  the  earliest 
authentick  intelligence  of  the  measure  itself,  together  with  the  facts  and 
motives  leading  to  it,  so  that  it  may  be  diverted,  forwarded  or  ripened,  so  as 
to  harmonize  with  whatever  extensive  plan  the  great  Fountain  of  wisdom, 
and  Friend  of  justice  shall  inspire  the  guardians  of  our  common  rights. 

Long  has  America  mourned  to  find  those  she  wishes  to  revere,  adopting 
one  plan  after  another  to  strip  her  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  deaf  to  all  her 
pleas  for  justice. 

The  Counsels  of  America,  united  in  that  illustrious  body,  the  late  Conti- 
nental Congress  we  hoped,  that,  by  denying  ourselves,  we  should  scatter  the 
mists  whicii  hid  the  path  of  justice  from  the  eye  of  Britain;  but  with  pain 
we  have  learned  that  firmness  is  insolence,  and  that  the  most  calm  resolution 
to  be  free  is  treason  in  the  new  Ministerial  language. 

In  spite  of  the  gathering  storm,  we  yet  resolved,  if  possible,  to  avoid  the 
retreat  of  the  injured  —  an  appeal  to  (toJ  by  the  sword;  but  at  length  plain 
and  pressing  facts  constrain  us  to  believe  that  our  enemies  mean  to  deny  u« 
*very  other;  though,  to  our  view,  the  thought  is  shaded  deep  in  horrors. 

Not  lonsi  since  the  alarm  sounded  through  this  Colony,  t!i;it  the  insidious 
foe.  thoucrii  continually  speaking  of  peace,  had  begun  a  scene  of  bloodshed 
and  devastition  on  the  lives  and  property  of  our  brethren  in  the  Massachu- 
setts. 

Listening  only  to  calls  of  humanity,  without  waiting  for  consultations,  with 
all  the  speed  of  common  interest  and  friendship,  we  generiilly  run  to  their 
aid;  but  we  come  to  be  only  witnesses  as  yet,  of  the  scenes  of  piUaize  and  of 
slaughter  ptrpt-irated  by  the  sons  of  violence.  The  enemy  were  retreated. 
Our  situation  obliged  us  to  return,  not  to  neglect  the  cause,  but  that  we 
might  prosecute,  by  united  and  consistant  counsels,  with  steady  firmness. 

As  soon  as  convenience  would  allow,  being  directed  by  our  brethren  of  this 
Colony  to  act  for  them  in  the  present  exigence,  which  seems  not  to  allow 
time  for  consulting  America  at  lars^e,  feeling  for  ourselves,  our  friends  and  our 
Country,  we  liave  determined  to  exert  our  utmost  efforts  in  defence  of  the 
common  cause  of  America,  and  for  the  present  have  resolved  to  raise  the 
number  of  two  thousand  men  (including  Officers)  to  be  employed  as  occasion 
shall  require,  under  the  regulation  of  this  Convention,  until  we  have  the 
advice  of  the  Continental  Congress,  to  whose  superintendence  we  choose  to 
submit.  We  have,  in  consequence  engaged  to  provide  for  the  pay  of  the 
above  number,  until  the  hist  day  of  December  next. 
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We  beg  leave  to  suayjest  that  tliis  will,  of  course,  introduce  a  vast  expense. 
We  will  not  conceal  that  the  circulating  cash  in  this  Province  is  very  small, 
in  but  a  trifling  proportion  as  we  suppose,  to  the  necessary  demand  on  this 
■occasion.  We  A»k  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Congress  with  regard  to 
the  best  method  of  carrying  the  above  vote  into  execution.  We  desire  to 
have  the  benefit  of  some  general  plan  tor  bills  of  credit,  or  that  we  may  act 
with  the  advice  of  the  Congress  in  issuing  such  ourselves;  or  that  we  may 
be  pointed  to  such  other  methoils  as  shall  appear  just  and  equal,  in  appor- 
tioning the  expense  of  the  common  cause. 

Although  we  ardently  wish  that,  if  possible  a  connection  may  yet  be  pre- 
served between  Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  founded  on  the  invincible 
principles  of  justice,  and  the  general  principles  of  the  British  Constitution, 
yet  we  are  entirely  disposed  to  respect,  and  willing  to  submit  to  any  plan 
of  further  uniting  the  Colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  common  security  and 
defence. 

We  will  not  conceal  that  many  among  us  are  disposed  to  conclude,  that 
the  voice  of  God  and  Nature,  to  us,  since  the  late  hostile  design  and  conduct 
of  Great  Britain,  is,  that  we  are  bound  to  look  to  our  whole  political  affairs. 

We  have  not  largely  and  fully  consulted  with  one  another  on  this  article, 
but  have  only  acted  with  the  single  view  of  the  plain  necessity  of  certain 
steps  to  be  taken,  to  secure  us  from  the  ruin  which  the  British  Ministry  have 
prepared  for  us.  We  trust  we  shall  keep  this  alone  in  view  until  we  hear  the 
united  plan  of  the  Colonies  in  the  General  Council,  which  we  pray  and  tnut 
may  be  under  the  influence  of  Heaven. 

By  order  of  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  I  am,  Gen- 
tlemen, your  most  humble  servant, 

Matthew  Thobntox,  President. 

i 

To  the   Honourable  Members  of  the  Congress  now  sitting  in  the  City  o 
Philadelphia. 


Wedns"  !24"'  Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  Th.1t  the  Com"'  of  Safety  recommend  three  persons  for 
tiehl  othceri^  in  the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Towns  in  this 
Govemm'  to  encourage  m.-vnufactures  in  General  and  that  of  fire- 
arms in  particular. 

Voted,  That  there  bo  I'.dded  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  one 
from  the  County  of  Kilisboro'  one  from  Cheshire  &  one  from 
Grafton." 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Enocii  Poor  be  the  first  in  Command  in  the 
second  reg' to  be  raised  under  Coll.  FoUsom,  Capt.  John  McDutFee 
to  be  second  &  Capt.  Joseph  Cilley  the  third. 

Voted,  Th.it  Mr.  Cutts,  Mr.  VVheelock  &  Mr.  Walker  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  Examine  into  the  State  of  our  late  Treas"^  Dr.  Giddinge's 
ace'. 

Vote<l,  That  Isaac  Morey  Esq''  he  one  of  the  Com'*  of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  the  Ilev''  Air.  Sam'  Webster  be  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 
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Province  of  New  Hamp' 

In  Convention,  May  •24"'  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  &  districts 
within  this  Colony  be  desired  to  furnish  the  soldiera  who  shall  En- 
list from  their  respective  Towns  and  districts,  with  good  &  suflS,- 
cient  Blankets  &  render   their   accomits   to   the  Committee  of 
Supplies. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

Attest,  E.  Thompson,  Sec'.  (1) 

Voted,  That  Mr.  James  McGregory  be  added  to  the  Comm*  of 
Supplies. 

Voted,  That  the  same  forms  for  Inlisting  men  in  the  several 
parts  be  used  here  as  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay, —  mutatis  mutandis. 

[p.  69.]  Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  Impowered 
to  Issue  orders  for  Inlisting  men  Suffic'  for  one  Regiment  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  practised  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
receive  returns  of  men  Inlisted  in  the  same  manner  as  there. 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


Met  according  to  adjournment,  Thui-sday  25*. 

Voted,  That  Mess'  Sam'  Sherburne,  Pierce  Long,  Jn^  Dudley 
Elsq'  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  draft  impowering  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  &  Committee  of  Supplies,  to  act  in  y®  recess  of  this 
Congress,  and  also  to  recommend  to  this  body  some  suitable  per- 
son for  a  Commissary. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev**  Mr.  Farrar  &  the  ReV*  Mr.  Stems  be 
added  to  the  above  mentioned  Committee. 

Voted,  That  Moses  Emerson  Esq"'  be  Commissary  for  the  Army, 

Voted,  That  the  Congress  sett  by  adjournm'  from  day  to  day 
till  the  Return  of  the  Committee  from  Cambridge. 


Letter  from  Moses  Emerson^  Esq. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  179.] 

Durham,  25'^  May,  1775. 
Gentn.  — 

I  this  moment  receiv'd  the  vote  of  the  Hon'''*  Congress  —  am  very  seusible- 
of  the  Honor  done  me  in  appointing  me  Commissary  of  the  Army.  The 
thing  is  sudden,  but  upon  the  little  Reflection  the  time  permits,  am  deter- 
min'd  to  accept  yoiu*  Favour  &  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  discharge  the  Trust  A 
Confidence  reposed  in  me. 

In  haste  I  am 

Gent"  your  obliged  Hum''  Serv' 

MosES  Emerson- 
Hon"'®  Matthew  Thornton  Esq^ 
President  of  the  Congress. 

(1)  The  above  is  copied  from  .MS.  State  Pap,  Rev'n.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  171.— Ei>. 
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May  '26'\ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  Tlie  following  Instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Safety : 
That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  impowered  &  directed  in  the 
recess  of  the  Congress,  to  take  under  their  consideration  all  mat- 
ters in  which  the  welfare  of  this  Province  in  the  security  of  their 
Rights  shall  be  concerned,  except  the  appointment  of  the  Field 
Officers,  and  take  the  utmost  care  that  the  Publick  sustain  no 
■damage,  &  that  they  act  in  the  following  manner : 

P'  That  they  see  to  it,  that  whatever  plans  have  been  deter- 
}nen'd  upon  by  the  Congress,  to  be  immediately  carried  into  Exe- 
cution, which  luive  not  been  entrusted  to  the  management  of  any 
particular  Persons  or  Committee,  shall  be  executed  by  such  per- 
sons &,  in  such  ways  as  the  Committee  shall  Judge  best. 

2**  If  any  exigence  not  provided  for  by  the  Congress,  requires 
immediate  attention,  such  as  marching  Troops  raised  to  repel  an 
[p.  70.]  invasion  in  any  part,  or  directing  the  motions  of  the 
Militia  within  the  Province,  or  without  the  Province,  with  their 
own  consent  for  the  same  purpose,  or  make  use  of  any  special 
ftd vantage  for  securing  military  stores,  or  securing  any  important 
Post,  or  preventing  our  Enemies  from  securing  advantageous 
Posts,  they  shall  immediately  take  the  most  prudent  and  effectual 
method  to  accomplish  the  above  &  similar  purposes. 

S**  That  they  be  &  hereby  are  impower'd  &  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Committee  ot  Supplies  for  the  necessary  Stores,  Provisions 
&c.  for  the  effectual  carrying  the  aforesaid  Instnictions  into  Exe- 
cution. 

Voted,  That  a  copy  of  Col"  Fenton's  letters,  which  have  been 
read  in  Congress,  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Congress  to 
Col°  Fenton,  be  sent  to  the  Towns  of  Portsm°,  Greenland  &  Rye. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  p.  M. 


Copi/  of  a  Letter  to   Col.  Fenton. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol  I.,  p.  163.) 

A  Letter  with  your  signature,  directed  to  the  People  of  the  County  of 
Cirafton,  lias  been  laid  before  this  Congress  —  the  contents  of  which  they 
consider  as  of  some  importance  at  this  day  —  more  particularly  the  Informa- 
tion you  give  them  that  "  a  No.  of  Indians  and  Canadians  will  fall  upon 
them  if  they  should  take  up  arms,  but  if  they  remain  quiet,  they  will  not." 
We  are  anxious  tor  the  security  of  our  Friends  in  the  Frontier  settlements  as 
well  as  else  where — could  we  rely  upon  this  it  would  afford  us  the  g^'eat  ease 
and  pleasure  —  this  Congress,  therefore  express  their  desire  that  you  appear, 
as  soon  as  possible  and  inform  y"'  respecting  the  grounds  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned intelligence. 

|No  dat«.J 
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Col.  FentOTnUs  Ans%oer  to  the  foregoing  letter. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap,  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  165.] 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Exeter 

Gentlemen  —  I  this  moment  rec<*  yoiir  letter  of  2S'^  instant.  I  ilo  assure 
you.  Gentlemen,  I  mentioned  the  matter  respecting  the  Indians  coming  down 
on  our  Frontiers,  in  my  letter  to  the  People  of  the  County  of  Grafton,  as  a 
matter  of  opinion  only  —  nor  have  I  the  least  clue  or  circumstance  to  guide 
me  in  that  sentiment  but  sincere  opinion. 

I  am^  CJentlemen  your  most  obedient 
&  very  h'"'  Servant 

JoHX  Fexton. 
Porta"  23<i  May  1775. 

P.  S.     I  wrote  that  letter  to  the  People  of  the  County  of  Grafton  out  of 
absolute  Friendship  &  Regard  to  the  country. 


Mnssachusetts'  Resolves  relating  to  Post  Offices  and  enlisting^ 

JSFeio  Hampshire  men. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  175.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  May  26,  1775. 
It  having  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to- 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  that  the  Post  rider  on  the 
Road  from  Cambridge  to  Haverhill  should  extend  his  route  to  the  Town  of 
Exeter  to  meet  the  "post  rider  from  Portsmouth  to  that  place,  and  a  Post 
eflBce  being  appointed  at  Exeter  by  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rout  of  the  post  Rider  from  Cambridge  be  extended  to 
said  Exeter  so  long  as  it  shall  be  found  to  be  Expedient,  or  imtil  the  Massa- 
chusetts or  New  Hampshire  Congresses,  or  future  houses  of  Representatives- 
shall  otherwise  order. 

J.  Wakren,  Pres'.  P.  T. 


In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  May  26,  1775. 

It  having  lioen  Represented  to  this  Congress  by  the  Delegates  from  the 
Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  that  it  would  not  be  agreeable  t» 
the  Inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire,  that  officers  belonging  to  that  Colony,, 
should  take  orders  under  this  Colony  to  raise  Men  in  that  Colony  tor  the 
common  Defence, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  such  officers  should  appear  for  that  purpose,  na 
Eucoiu-agement  shall  be  given  to  them  umier  this  Colony  to  raise  Men  to  be 
paid  by,  or  such  officers  to  be  commissioned  in,  the  Pay  of  this  Colony. 

J.  WAKKEjf.  Pros'.  P.  T. 


May  26"\     P.  M. 

Met  acconling  to  ailjournment. 

Voted,  That  a  Company  not  e.xceeding  60  men  in  the  Xortl> 
westerly  parts  of  this  Colony  be  forthwith  enlisted,  to  be  ready 
to  act  as  occation  may  recjuire  ;  That  at  Present  a  small  j)arty  of 
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them  not  exceeding  10  men  at  a  time  be  employed  to  guard  the 
passes  and  gain  Intelligence;  and  that  those  only  tliat  are  in 
-actual  service  shall  be  under  pay,  &  that  the  inlis*  and  further 
directing  them  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

[p.  71.]  Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be  InipoW*  & 
directed  to  tiirnish  the  Commi^ary  with  whatever  Military  Stores 
&  Provisions  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  think  necessary,  and 
that  they  &  each  of  them  be  impowered  to  take  up  such  stores 
&c.  on  the  faith  of  this  Colony  on  the  best  terms  &  from  such 
persons  as  they  can  procure  them  : 

And  also  that  they  or  the  Major  part  of  them  be  impowered  to 
Borrow  on  the  laith  of  this  Colony  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten 
Thousand  Pounds  L  M  as  the  Committee  find  necessary  to  answer 
the  directions  from  the  Comra'  of  Safety.  And  this  Convention 
for  themselves  &  Constituents  plight  their  faith  and  Estates  to 
said  Committee  of  supplies  as  their  Bondmen  to  all  intents  & 
purposes  for  the  payment  of  whatever  sum  they  hire  or  Borrow 
in  consequence  of  this  vote. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 


Letter  from  Col.  Stark  to  the  JV.  H.  Congress. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  739.  | 

Medford,  May  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  26"'  instant  I  liave  received  (1)  and  note  the  con- 
tents; and  as  to  the  firearms  for  the  use  of  the  Regiment  under  my  com- 
mand, the  greatest  part  of  those  who  were  destitute  when  I  wrot<^  to  you, 
are  since  furnished,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  several  Compa- 
nies, that  the  remainder  will  l)e  equipped  very  shortly;  so  I  Hatter  myself 
that  this  difficulty  (as  to  my  Regiment)  will  soon  be  surmounted,  yet,  as  to 
the  manner  of  procuring  tliera,  whether  by  the  respective  Towns  to  which 
they  belong,  or  by  individuals.  1  cannot  at  present  inform  you,  as  no  account 
hiis  yet  come  to  hand.  But  I  would  still  beg  leave  to  entreat  you  to  take 
some  further  notice  of  the  Army.  And,  in  the  first  place,  consider  that  a 
great  part  of  the  Regiment  or  Army  here,  are  destitute  of  Blankets,  and  can- 
not be  supplied  by  their  Town;<,  and  are  very  much  exposed  ;  some  of  whom 
for  the  want  thereof,  are  much  indisposed,  and  thereby  rendered  unfit  for 
duty.  Secondly,  that  we  are  in  very  great  want  of  money,  and  that  neither 
officers  nor  soldiers  can  subsist  much  lonuer,  without  some,  by  any  means. 
And  this,  I  am  well  assured  of,  (from  daily  complaints  which  are  made  to 
me)  that  unless  you  by  some  moans,  advance  sonip  money  to  the  army  di- 
rectly (as  there  is  no  room  in  my  mind  to  doubt  that  there  is  a  very  consid- 
erable sum  in  the  Province  belonging  thereto.)  they  will  certainly  return,  for 
they  cannot  nor  will  not  continue.  I  would  also  recommend  to  your  consid- 
eration the  necessity  of  a  sutler  or  sutler^  lor  the  benefit  ot  the  Amiy;  and 
if  it  should  be  thought  necessary  that  there  should  be  such,  and  if  one  can- 
not be  found  in  that  Province  who  will  undertake  to  supply  the  Army  upon 
reasonable  terms,  I  know  of  a  ij;entleraau  in  this  Province  that  would  gladly 
»'mbrace  the  opportunity,  if  applieil  to.     I  would  likewise  be  glad  there  might 

(DTlie  leiterot'  the  (.'oiigress  2i;th  insit.  to-Col.  Stark  lia.n  not  been  found.  —  Ed. 
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be  a  chest  of  medicine  procured  for  the  Regiment,  and  forwarded,  as  it  is 
wanted  very  much,  and  also  armourer's  tools. 

According  to  your  request,  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
a  regimental  return  of  the  men  who  have  enlisted  under  me  into  the  service 
of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  who  expect  to  be  paid  therefrom. 

Your  compliance  with  the  above  will  greatly  oblige  yours,  in  the  common 
cause, 

John  Stark. 


Letters  from  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  to  the  Provincial  Congress 

of  N'exo  Hampshire. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  pp.  189-191.] 

Gentlemen  — 

We  received  your  favour  of  the  23*^  Instant,  wherein  you  inform  us  of  your 
Determination  to  raise  immediately  2000  Men  for  the  common  defence  of 
America.  It  sjives  us  the  greatest  Pleasure  &  Satisfaction  to  observe  the 
present  concordant  temper  &,  Disposition  so  prevalent  throughout  the  several 
Colonies  in  support  of  their  common  Rights,  Such  a  remarkable  unanimity 
under  the  smiles  of  a  kind  Providence  can  scarcely  fail  of  succeeding  to  the 
utmost  of  our  sanguine  wishes ;  We  trust,  sentlemen,  our  cause  is  Just  & 
right:  and  that  to  submit  to  the  vassalage  &  Slavery  of  an  unconscionable 
Administration,  would  not  only  be  ignominious  but  highly  derogatory  to  the 
Spirit  &  Resentment  of  free  &  loyal  Americans;  and  altho'  the  Horrors  & 
Devastations  of  War  are  highly  deprecated  by  us,  yet  pressing  Necessity 
urges  to  the  utmost  of  our  Exertions  in  the  Preservation  of  everything  dear 
to  us  (even  Life  itself)  by  a  njsolute  opposition  to  our  unwearied  &  unnat- 
ural Enemies.  We  therefore  earnestly  request  you,  gentlemen,  to  forwarfl 
with  all  speed  those  Troops  you  are  raising  in  order  to  co-operate  with  us 
against  the  common  enemy.  Hoping,  under  the  divine  Protection,  to  con- 
vince even  the  British  Parliament  of  their  unreasonable,  rash  &  inconsider- 
ate Proceedings,  against  a  most  injured  &  cruelly  oppressed  People, 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  sincere  affection  your  most  obedient  humble 
servants. 

Pr  order,  Joseph  Waruen.  Pies'  P.  T. 

{No  date.  ] 


In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  May  29,  1775. 

Resolyed,  That  the  following  Letter  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New  Hampshire. 

Gentlemkn — 

Inclosed  are  copies  of  Governor  Tnimbal's  Letter  to  this  Congress,  inclos- 
ing a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  respecting  the  Fortress  at  Ti- 
conderoga.  Crown  Point,  &c.  and  the  Resolution  of  the  GenernJ  Committee 
of  Association  of  New  York  tliereon,  and  a  Letter  from  the  Continental 
Delegates  of  New  York  to  their  Assembly. 

Tlie  Measure  taken  by  the  Continental  Congress  if  carriatl  into  execution, 
will  in  our  humble  opinion  affect  these  Colonies  E;ist  of  Hudson's  River,  in 
the  highest  Degree.  By  that  you  will  see  that  all  the  I^ands  and  Waters  be- 
tween the  South  End  of  Lake  (George  and  Crown  Point,  together  with  all 
Lake  Cliamplain.  will  be  left  open  tor  Canadians  &  Savages  (if  they  should 
be  dispos<'d)  to  ravage  all  the  country  East  and  distress  all  our  New  Settle- 
ments. 


1775.1  FOURTH    PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.  480 

We  have  addressed  the  Continental  Congress  upon  the  necessity  of  keepinfi 
a  Fortress  at  or  near  Ticonderoga,  and  have  also  most  pressingly  desired  the 
<  'olony  of  Connecticut  to  exert  themselves  to  effect  the  maintaining  such  a 
Fortress.     We  have  also  wrote  to  New  Yorii  upon  the  matter. 

We  now  lay  the  same  advice  before  you,  that  you  may  have  opportunity  to 
talvC  such  measures  as  you  shall  think  proper. 

As  your  Colony  is  so  deeply  affected,  you  will,  from  a  concern  for  that,  and 
a  general  Regard  to  the  common  safety,  which  you  have  appeared  at  all  times 
to  have,  we  trust  take  the  matter  up,  and  by  decent  and  respectful  addresses 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  endeavour  to  prevail  with  them  to  alter  a  meas- 
ure so  dangerous  in  its  effects. 

We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  <fe  very  hum'  servants 

Jos.  Waukk.v,  Pres'  P.  T. 
Attest,  Sam'  Freeman,  Sec^  P.  T. 

Letter  from   Gov.   Trumbull  of   Connecticut,  above  referred  to. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  177.] 

Hartford,  May  25"',  1775. 
Oextlemen — 

Your  Letter  of  the  seventeenth  Instant  with  the  inclosed  resolve  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  Massachusetts  Bay  was  delivered  to  me  by  Col"  Easton, 
and  communicated  to  the  General  Assembly,  who  have  desired  me  to  re- 
turn their  congratulations  on  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga,  a  Fortress  truly 
important,  and  to  assure  you  they  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  the  merit  of 
those  officers  and  soldiers  by  whose  bravery  and  good  conduct  it  was 
achieve!.  (1)  As  this  advantage  was  gained  by  the  united  counsels  and 
enterprise  of  a  number  of  private  Gentlemen  in  your  province.  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  York  and  this  Colony,  prompted  only  by  a  zeal  for  the  Liberty  of 
their  country  without  publick  authority  (to  our  knowledge)  and  is  of  great 
and  general  importance  to  tiie  United  Colonies,  it  was  thought  best  to  take 
the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  upon  the  manner  of  treating  it  in 
future,  both  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  and  the  Committee  of 
New  York  fis  well  as  by  you.  Dispatches  were  accordingly  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  Resolution  of  tlie  Continental  Congress  thereupon  hath  been 
received  this  day  by  Express,  with  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  New  York, 
copies  of  which  inclosed  are  Iierewith  sent  you. 

By  them  you  will  see  the  present  custody  of  that  fortress  is  committed  to 
the  Province  of  New  York,  witii  the  assistance  of  the  New  England  Colonies 
if  needed.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  behold  your  situation  with 
concern  and  a  fixed  resolution  to  contribute  everything  in  their  power  to 

(l)This  biiltl  and  rlarini  eiitterprise  was  camliicteil  chiefly  by  Col.  Ktliaii  .^llen,  with  hi» 
'•  (ireen  Mountain  Bovh."  The  account,  in  brief,  is  ae  follows:  .\bout  forty  volunteers  set 
•ut  from  Connecticut  fow.inl  Benninctnn.  where  the  projectors  of  the  exi>e(lition  hart  pro- 
[i<)sed  to  meet  Colonel  .\llen.  whom  they  intended  to  con<luct  the  enterjirise,  and  to  raise, 
among  the  hardy  uiountajneerB.  the  men  necessary  to  execute  it.  Col.  Allen  met  them  at 
'^astleton  with  about  two  hmidrert  and  thirty  men.  There  also  they  were  joined  by  Col. 
Benedict  Arnold.  Prooeeditic  on  the  enterprise,  they  reached  Lake'chainplain,  i>pposite 
Ticimderoga.  on  the  !>th  of  May.  Allen  and  .\mold  crossed  over  the  lake  in  boats,  with 
eighty-three  men,  and  etlected  a  landins;  Jiear  the  fort  without  being  discovered.  Allen  led 
his  men  to  the  attack,  .\fter  %  slight  resistance,  the  commande-  of  the  fort,  I)e  la  Place, 
was  required  to  surrender.  ■  By  what  authority?"  he  asked.  "  I  demand  it,"  said  Allen. 
••  in  the.  name  nf  tlie  Great  Jehovah  and  of  the  Continental  drngreng .'"  Some  accouuts 
add:  "and  in  the  name  of  Ethan  Allen."  This  extraordinary  summons  was  inst&ntly 
obeyed,  and  Iho  fort,  with  its  v.-vluable  stores  and  forty-nine  prisoners,  waw  surrendered. 
'Oiere  were  between  U2  and  VM  iron  cannon,  from  6  to  •J4-iM)unders;  50  swivels,  with  large 
•  Iiianfities  of  stiinll  arms.  Hints,  ]iowdcr  and  provisions. —  h,t>.  « 
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to  your  defence  and  preservation,  and  as  far  as  pertains  to  them  are  willing 
and  desirous  you  should  have  the  benefit  of  such  Artillery  as  may  be  spared 
from  the  fortresses  of  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoq;a;  but  as  tliey  do  not 
consider  themselves  as  entitled  to  the  Command  of  those  places  they  cannot 
take  upon  themselves  to  give  orders  for  the  removal  of.  the  heavy  cannon 
that  may  be  spared  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other  Colonies  interested 
in  them. 

The  necessity  of  securing  and  maintaining  the  Posts  on  the  Lakes  for  de- 
fence of  Frontiers,  becomes  daily  more  evident  from  the  reiterated  intelli- 
gence we  receive  of  the  plan  formed  by  our  enemies  to  distress  us  by  inroads 
of  Canadians  and  Savages  from  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  upon  the  adjacent 
settlements,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  our  delegates  attending  at  New 
York  to  communicate  measures  with  the  Provincial  Congress  in  that  city,^ 
throws  an  additional  light  on  this  subject,  and  is  thought  worthy  to  be  com- 
municated to  yon;  and  whilst  the  designs  of  our  enemies  against  us  till  us 
with  concern,  we  cannot  omit  to  observe  the  smiles  of  Province  upon  us  in 
revealing  their  wicked  plans,  and  hitherto  prospering  the  attempt  of  the 
Colonies  to  frustrate  them,  with  a  humble  reliance  on  the  continuance  of 
divine  favor  and  protection  in  a  cause  of  the  Justice  of  which  a  doubt  cannot 
be  entertained.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  are  ready  to  co-operate 
with  the  other  Colonies  in  every  exertion  for  their  common  defence,  and  to 
contribute  their  proportion  of  men  and  other  necessarys  for  maintaining  the 
posts  on  the  Frontiers  or  defending  or  repelling  invasions  in  other  quarter* 
agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

In  behalf  of  the  Hon'''  Congress 
of  this  Colony, 

Your  most  odedient,  lium"'  serv' 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 
Provincial  Congress  1  . 

Watertown,  May  29,  1775.  (  ^  "^^"^  ^°^^' 

Sam^  Freeman,  Sec^  P.  T. 


Lttter  from   Connecticiit   Committee.,  at  New    York. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  161.] 

New  York.  May  23^  1775. 
Sr  — 

We  arrived  in  this  City  last  Evening,  and  now  iiave  the  satisfaction  to 
inform  you  that  the  Committee  of  New  York  have  complied  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress  as  to  furnisliing  our  Forces  at  Ticonderoga. 
with  Provisions.  The  Provincial  Convention  of  this  province  are  now  sitting 
but  have  not  yet  got  through  the  business  cf  examining  Certificates,  &c. 
We  have  not  tlierofon^as  yet  laid  our  appointment  before  them.  We  have 
had  a  personal  conference  with  Mr.  Price,  an  e)ninent  English  merchant  of 
Montreal,  who  is  sent  by  the  English  Merchants  of  that  place  Express  to  the 
Contint'ntal  Coniuess  with  intelligence  of  a  most  interesting  Nature  —  he 
informs  us  that  all  the  French  officers  of  Canada  are  now  in  actual  pay  under 
Gen' Carlton;  That  Lt.  Luke  La  Corn  who  was  superintendant  of  all  the 
Indians  in  Canada  whilst  it  was  in  the  hand  of  the  French  and  is  Father-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Camubi'll  wlio  is  superintendant  under  his  Majestv,  has  sent 
Belts  to  Northern  Tribes  as  far  as  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary  and  Maschilimac- 
kinalk  to  engage  them  to  take  up  arms  against  the  New  England  Colonies, 
but  the  event  of  that  Embassy  is  not  yet  known;  that  a  similar  application 
harl  b^^n  made  to  the  tribes  nearer  to  the  Frontiers  of  the  English  settle- 
ments, but  with  httle  success,  as  not  more  than  fourty  Indians  could  be 
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found  that  would  ensjage  in  the  measures;  that  the  plan  of  opperations  in 
Canada  is  to  procure  the  savages  to  joyn  with  the  Canadians  in  Uostihtie* 
against  the  Rebels  of  New  En:^land. 

Mr.  Price  -lives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Canadians  (viz.)  the  Plebeans  will 
not,  but  with  the  utmost  reluctance  engage  against  the  Colonists,  but  that 
the  noblesse  are  our  bitter  Enemies;  he  also  says,  that  (Jen'  Charlton  wa.>* 
expected  at  Mountreal  in  a  day  or  two  alter  he  left  that  place  which  w;is  the 
II*!  (1)  May  Instant  and  that  he  was  to  take  up  his  Residence  there  for  tins' 
summer.  We  are  now  about  to  take  up  lodgings  in  the  heart  of  the  City 
where  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  the  citizens  and 
learn  their  true  Spirit.  The  Provincial  Convention  of  New  Jersey  meet 
this  day.     We  propose  to  wait  on  them  some  time  this  week. 

We  can  at  present  give  you  no  just  account  of  the  state  of  the  cause  of 
Liberty  in  this  City,  but  hope  from  the  little  information  we  have  already 
had,  that  there  will  not  be  so  general  a  Defection  as  was  apprehended. 

We  are,  with  due  Respect 

Your  most  obedient  humble  serv'" 

Nathaniel  Walks  jun, 
(Signed)  Tuaddeus  Burr 

PiERPONT  Edward.?. 
To  the  Hon**'"  William  Williams,  Esq. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Connecticutt. 
A  true  copy  &c. 

Sam'  Freeman,  Sec^  P.  T.  Prov.  Cong.  Mass^ 


Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  referred  to. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  155.] 

In  Congress,  Thursday  May  18,  1775. 
Whereas,  there  is  indubitable  evidence  that  a  Design  is  formed  by  the- 
British  ministry  of  making  a  cruel  invasion  from  the  Province  of  Quebec 
upon  these  Colonies  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  lives  and  Liberties,  & 
some  steps  have  actually  been  taken  to  carry  the  said  design  into  Execution ; 
and  whereas  several  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Colonies  residing  in  the 
vicinage  of  Ticonderoga  immediately  exposed  to  Incursions,  impelled  by  a 
just  Regard  for  the  Defence  &  preservation  of  themselves  and  their  country-^ 
men  from  such  imminent  Dangers  «fe  Calamities  have  taken  Possession  of 
that  Post  in  which  was  lodged  a  Quantity  of  Cannon  &  military  stores  that 
would  certainly  have  [been]  used  in  the  intended  Inv;ision  of  these  Colonies,^ 
this  Congress  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  Committees  of  tlie  Cities  & 
Counties  of  New  York  and  Albany  immediately  to  cause  the  said  cannon  and 
stores  to  l)e  removed  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George,  and 
if  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay 
and  Connecticut  for  such  an  additional  Body  of  Forces  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  establish  a  strong  Post  at  that  place  effectually  to  secure  the  said  Cannon 
and  stores  or  so  many  of  them  as  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  there ;  ami 
that  an  exact  Inventory  be  taken  uf  all  such  Cannon  and  Stores  in  order  that 
they  may  be  safely  returned  when  the  restoration  of  the  former  Harmony  l)e- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  (so  ardently  wished  by  thi;  latter)  shall, 
render  it  prudent  and  consistent  with  the  overrulini,'  Law  of  Seif-presm-- 
vatiou. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes, 

CUARLE.s  TUOMl'^OX,  SeC". 

New  York,  20  May,  1775. 
In  Provincial  Congress,  a  true  copy. 
Rob'  Benson,  Sec>'. 

(\)  Perhaps  this  is  meant  for  the  lltli.  —  Ed. 


492  PROVINCE  OF   NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1T75. 

Coiidition  of  New  Hampshire,  as  represented  by  their  delegates 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  May  27,  1775. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  11.,  p.  725.] 

The  Delegates  from  New  Hampshire  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Committee, 
that  two  of  the  principal  Towns  in  that  Colony,  viz.  Portsmouth  and  New 
Castle,  are  situate  on  Piscataqua  River,  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
and  are  much  exposed  to  Naval  attacks;  that  those  Towns  are  about  five 
miles  distance  from  each  other,  Portsmouth,  the  capital,  lying  farthest  up  the 
river,  and  not  quite  so  much  exposed  as  New  Castle,  which  lies  at  the 
entrance,  defended  only  by  a  fort  capable  of  mounting  about  thirty  pieces  of 
Cannon,  in  the  rampart;  but  the  fortifications  are  extremely  weak.  That  to 
defend  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  against  a  naval  force,  would  be  extremely 
(lifl5cult,  if  not  impracticable ;  that  batteries  might  be  erected  between  those 
Towns,  which,  with  booms,  chains,  &c.  might  possibly  secure  Portsmouth 
from  such  attack;  that  to  defend  the  pass,  and  secure  the  retreat  of  the 
inhabitants,  will  require  at  least  fifteen  hundred  men.  But  as  they  have  a 
well  regulated  Militia  in  that  neighborhood,  which  may  suddenly  be  called 
together  for  that  purpose,  they  are  of  opinion  there  will  be  no  necessity  of 
enlisting  men  at  the  Continental  expense,  especially  as  the  Militia  will 
leadily  agree  to  serve  in  turn  for  the  defence  of  those  places. 

They  beg  leave  further  to  inform  the  Committee,  that  there  are  sixteen 
Regiments  of  Foot  and  two  of  Horse  in  that  Colony,  the  Foot  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  upwards  of  sixteen  thousand  etfective  men,  tolerably  well  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  ammunition ;  That  the  number  of  the  Horse  is  uncer- 
tain, and  those  but  ill  provided;  that  great  numbers  of  their  Foot  soldiers 
liave  been  in  actual  service ;  and  that  out  of  those  they  are  ready  to  raise 
and  send  to  serve  in  Massachusetts,  so  many  as  the  Committee  shall  choose 
to  order;  that  the  number  of  their  Inhabitants  are  very  imct-rtain,  as  per- 
sons are  continually  emigrating  from  other  Colonies,  and  settling  in  that 
more  than  in  an  any  other  of  the  Northern  Colonies;  that  the  persons  thus 
emigrating  are  extremely  poor,  for  which  reason  the  wealth  of  the  Province 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  nmnber  of  Inhabitants. 

With  respect  to  the  amount  ot  their  Exports  and  Imports,  no  accurate 
account  can  be  given,  as  the  officers  of  the  Customs  have  long  since  refused 
to  suft'er  the  books  to  be  inspected. 


liecantation  of  Ebtueztr  Loctrin. 

Kensington,  N.  H.  May  27,  1775. 
Whereas  I  have  offended  the  community  in  times  past  by  refusing  to  equip 
myself  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  by  my  opposition  to  military  orders, 
for  which  I  <ara  sorry:  I  hereby  engage  to  equip  myself  according  to  orders, 
and  be  ready  to  take  up  anns  in  defence  of  my  Country,  in  the  present  con- 
test between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 


We<lnes<:lay,  May  ^l"',  177.5. 

Met  aecordiiii;  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Division  of  the  two  Thousand  men  Raised  & 
to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  into  Regiments  &  Companys  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Com"^  of  Safety  for  them  to  report  their  opinion  to 
the  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be.     Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  p.  vl. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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The  Committee  of  safety  reported  as  their  opinion,  That  the 
Two  Thousand  men  be  divided  into  Three  Regiments,  and  each 
Regiment  into  Ten  Companys,  as  equally  as  can  conveniently  be 
done. 

Voted,  That  the  foregoing  Report  be  received  and  that  the 
Regiments  and  Companys  be  divided  accordingly. 

voted.  That  Coll.  John  Stark  be  sent  for,  that  he  is  desired  to 
attend  this  Congress  and  give  account  of  his  conduct,  relative  to 
the  army,  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  properly  commiss'^. 

NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOR. 

[The  above  vote  is  mutilated  and  crossed  in  tlie  original  record;  and  is 
wholly  omitted  in  the  copy  made  by  the  late  John  Farmer,  Esq.  (p.  57).  For 
what  reason,  or  by  whose  authority  the  record  is  mutilated,  the  editor  has  no 
opinion  to  express;  the  following  correspondence  apparently  grew  out  of 
some  action  of  the  Congress.] 

Letter  to  General  Ward. 

Exeter,  May  31«,  1775. 
Sib— 

In  order  to  commission  the  officers  belonging  to  the  New  Hampshire  Regi- 
ments, the  Congress  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  that  Col°  Stark 
should  appear  before  them;  therefore  should  take  it  as  a  fav''  that  you'l  grant 
him  leave  for  that  purpose. 

To  his  Excellency  Greneral  Ward. 

Indorsed  "Letter  to  General  Ward,  1775,  31  May." 


New  ITampshire  Congress  to  Col.  Stark. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  868.] 

Exeter,  May  31,  1775. 

SUR 

As  some  difficulties  have  arisen  in  settling  the  Regiment  under  your  com- 
mand, the  Congress,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  vote,  have  thought  proper 
that  you  should  immediately,  without  loss  of  time,  repair  to  this  Town,  to 
receive  their  orders,  and  give  a  more  particular  account  of  the  state  of  the 
Troops  under  your  care. 

To  Colonel  John  Stark,  Esq. 


I^p.  72.]  Voted,  That  the  Inlisting  ot  men  in  this  Colony  by 
persons  belonging  to  any  other,  is  a  wrong  Measure  &  ought  to 
be  discouraged. 

A  petition  being  read,  signed  by  twelve  persons,  praying  that 
James  Read,  Esq'  might  not  be  Commissioned  in  the  army  as  he 
had  heretofore  shown  himself  Enimical  to  the  Libertys  o{  his 
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Country:  and  no  person  appearing  to  prove  or  enforce  the  Peti- 
tion, 

Voted,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to  the  party, 
who  this  day  have  removed  Sundry  Cannon  from  the  sea-coast  in 
this  Colony  to  the  town  of  Portsmouth  <fe  to  Dr.  Hall  Jackson  in 
particular  for  assisting  in  the  matter  &  bringing  us  the  Intelli- 
gence. 

Voted,  That  Maj'  Hobart  be  Muster  Master  to  muster  Capt. 
Adams's  Company.  (1) 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  8  o'clock. 


Letter  from  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  on  guarding  the  Sea  Coast. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  I.,  p.  199.] 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  convened  at 
Exeter,  May  Sl^',  1775. 

Oentlemen  — 

As  you  have  now  under  your  consideration  the  Important  affair  of  Raising 
troops  and  appointing  them  to  Proper  Stations  as  well  for  the  safety  and  de- 
fence of  this  Province  as  for  promoting  the  Common  Cause  at  this  Critical 
and  allarming  season,  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  kindly  Receive  intimations 
from  any  number  of  Persons  of  things  which  appear  to  them  of  great  Im- 
portance, —  We  therefore  beg  Leave  to  Represent  that  from  frequent  alarms 
we  have  had  and  from  authentic  advise  from  General  Ward  that  a  Number 
of  armed  Cutters  are  sailed  from  Boston  for  what  design  is  unknown  —  we 
apprehend  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  a  proper  proportion  of  the 
Troops  to  be  Raised  in  this  Province  be  immediately  assign' d  for  the  Defence 
of  our  Sea  Costs  and  permit  us  to  suggest  that  if  a  proper  number  of  Troops 
for  this  purpose  Avere  order  d  to  be  raised  in  the  Towns  near  the  Sea  Costs  it 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  Raising  the  men  immeadiately  and  be  a  great  help 
for  procuring  immediate  supplys  and  we  conceive  will  be  much  more  service 
to  the  common  cause  than  sending  our  men  Elsewhere.  It  will  also  bo  a 
great  Discouragement  to  men  Inlisting  to  be  sent  to  a  Distance  at  the  same 
time  that  they  Leave  their  friends  and  substance  Exposed  by  their  absence 
■when  they  themselves  might  be  more  advantageously  Imployed  for  their 
Defence. 

We  thpretbre  Pray  that  a  proper  Quota  of  men  may  be  assiiin'd  and  officers 
for  Inlisting  them  lor  this  service  as  soon  as  may  be  which  we  submit  to 
your  wisdom  and  Determination. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

At  the  request  of  many  Persons  who  Represent  to  me  that  the  general 
mind  of  People  in  the  towns  near  y  sea  cost  is  as  above  represented  and 
that  much  uneasiness  is  in  their  minds  untill  some  Provision  be  made  for 
thi  ir  Defence,  I  subscribe  on  their  behalf  to  save  the  time  of  collecting  great 
Number  of  subscribers. 

Mkshech  Weaee. 


(I)  Capt^^Wiuslow  Adams  was  of  Durham.    He  was  a  brave  man ;  in  1776,  made  a  Major 

'  '         '" "  ■  ■•         ■         —  "'y  wounded  in  I' 

p.  869.  —  Ed. 


and  in  1777,  a  Lieut.  Col.  in  Col.  Reid's  regiment.    He  wae  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  .Stillwater.  1777.    See  Letter  from  liini,  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  IL,  r 
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Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Corres^pondence  at  Hampton. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Kev"..  Vol.  I.,  p.  19.5.] 

Manchester  [Mass.)  May  30'^^  1775, 
Gentlemen  — 

A  letter  has  been  just  received  from  Cambridge  by  Express  from  Gen' 
Ward  to  the  Comm"=^'  for  Salom,  of  which  wo  subjoin  a  copy;  as  no  particu- 
lars appear  we  think  it  prudent  to  notify  you  thereabouts  &  Inform  you  that 
there  are  Eight  Tenders  Cruisina;  around  us  Six  of  which  are  gone  to  Salem, 
their  Decks  tilled  with  Boats  &c.  We  desire  you  to  forward  the  report  to 
Ipswich  as  it  is  uncertain  where  the  mischief  will  fall. 
By  order  of  the  Comm**  of  Correspondence  for 

Manchester. 


The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  General's  Letter. 

Head  Quarters.  Cambridge,  29"^  May,  \llTy. 

S'  —  By  information  just  receiv'd  from  Boston,  I  apprehend  the  Enemy 
intend  to  make  an  attack  somewhere  this  night,  theretbre  would  have  your 
people  in  readiness  to  act  on  the  shortest  notice,  if  there  should  be  occasion. 

I  am,  &c. 

Abtimas  Ward. 

Capt.  Marston  sent  the  above  to  the  Committee  for  Chebacco  about  1-2 
after  10  o'clock. 


Ipswich,  May  30"'  177-5. 

Gentlemen — I  received  the  within  Intiligence  about  one  of  the  clock 
this  day  &  thought  proper  to  let  you  know  what  I  have  receiv'd. 
To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Newbury  Port. 

John  Bakkk,  Coi^ 


Newbury  Port,  :iO"i  May  1775. 
1-2  past  4  o'clock. 

Gentlemen — Having  just  receiv'd  the  above  Information  from  Ipswich 
by  Express,  we  forward  it  to  you  without  delay. 

To  the  Committee  of  Corrc>ipondence  of  Hampton 
Pr  order  of  y  Com'-^^ 

B.  Gkeenleaf. 


Thursday,  1**  of  June,  1775. 

Voted,  Tliat  two  companys,  us  soon  :is  they  can  bo  properly 
mustered  &  Equipt  be  sent  to  !j;u:ird  the  sea  coast  for  the  present. 

Voted,  That  tlie  two  Companys  first  equipt  &  muster'd  be  sent 
to  guard  the  sea  coast. 

Voted  that  there  be  three  Hehl  officers  appointed  for  each  Regi- 
ment Exclusive  of  the  General  officers. 

The  complaint  of  Joseph  Kielle  against  Maj''  Hobart  read  & 
consider'd.  Voted  that  ilie  Petition  or  Compl*  be  dismissed. 
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Joseph  KeUey's  Petition. 
[Copied  from  Am.  An,  4th  Ser.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  878.] 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Congres* 
now  sitting  at  Exeter,  in  and  for  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  Kelley,  of  Nottingham  West,  in  said  Province, 
humbly  sheweth: 

That  your  petitioner  has,  by  order  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Cam- 
brido-e,  raised  a  number  of  men  for  the  preservation  of  tlie  liberties  of 
America,  and  has  been  at  some  considerable  expense  in  providing  arms  and 
fitting  them  for  said  service;  some  of  which  men  are  now  at  Medford,  some 
at  Cambridge,  and  the  others  wait  for  orders  when  and  where  to  march: 
That  your  petitioner  verily  thought  he  was  serving  God  and  his  country  in 
so  doing;  notwithstanding  Major  Hubbert  told  your  petitioner  we  were  not 
looked  upon  as  friends  by  this  Congress,  for  no  other  reason  that  your  peti- 
tioner knows  of,  than  only  because  the  soldiers  at  Cambridge  refused  to  be 
mustered  by  said  Hubbert,  as  they  said  they  well  knew  him  to  be  an  enemy 
to  the  common  cause ; —  which  your  petitioner  had  no  other  hand  in  than  to  • 
persuade  the  soldiers  to  be  easy  and  not  to  treat  the  said  Hubbert  ill,  and  to 
tell  him  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  prevent  any  disorder  in  the  camp. 
Your  petitioner  prays  the  men  may  be  taken  into  the  service  of  this  Prov- 
ince, and  put  under  some  officers  who  they  shall  cheerfully  agree  to  go  under, 
or  that  they  may  not  be  restrained  of  their  liberty  of  joining  with  any  other 
Province,  when  they  are  willing  to  serve  their  Country  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power  in  the  common  cause ;  which  is  the  prayer  of,  gentlemen,  your  hearty 
and  sincere  well-wisher. 

Joseph  Kelley. 

June  1,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Major  Hobart  be  Impowered  to  administer  the 
same  oath  to  soldiers  in  the  common  sei-vice  as  has  been  taken  in 
the  Massachusetts  service. 

Votfid,  That  James  Reed  Esq'  be  appointed  ColP  of  a  Regiment. 

Voted,  That  Israel  Gilman  Esq^  be  Lt.  Col°  of  Col°  Reed's  Reg'. 

Voted,  That  Nathan  Hale  be  major  of  the  afores''  Reg'. 

[p.  73.]  Whereas  in  y*  course  of  the  present  disputes,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  Import  on  y*  Risque  of  the  Colony  a  Quantity  of 
Military  Stores, 

Resolved,  That  y*  Comm'  of  Supplies  be  and  hereby  are  im- 
powered &  directed  to  import  or  cause  to  be  Imported  from  any 
place  whatever  such  &>  so  many  stores  afores**  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  three  Thousand  Pounds  L.  M.  &  y*  same  to  risque  at  their 
discretion  with,  or  without  making  Insurance  on  y*  vessels  or 
cargoes  which  may  be  so  employed,  sent  out  or  imported. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  Impowered  to  give 
out  Enlisting  orders  to  Ten  persons  to  enlist  each  a  Compa'  of 
sixty-two  soldiers  (Including  Comm**  oflficers  to  make  a  Regiment 
to  be  under  the  command  of  Coll°  James  Reed.  (For  further 
luinutes  of  this  day  look  to  June  7"".) 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  8  o'clock. 
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Friday,  2"  June,  1775.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be  desired  to  apply  and 
obtain  the  Quantity  &  Quality  of  the  Powder,  bro't  from  the  Fort 
Wm.  &  Mary,  also  take  it  into  their  possession,  and  lay  the  State 
of  it  before  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 

An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  Voted  &  is  on 
tile. 

P.  M. 

Voted,  An  Address  to  the  Congress  of  New  York  respecting 
the  Fort  at  Ticond"  and  on  sending  men  upon  the  Frontiers : 

ditto  to  y^  Congress  at  Watertown  respecting  the  same. 

ditto  to  y"  Colony  of  Conn'  respecting  the  same. 

ditto  to  y*  Continental  Congress  respecting  y*  removal  of  the 
Fort  at  Ticond"  &c.  &c. 

ditto  to  our  Delegates,  Jn°  Sullivan  &  Jn°  Langdon  Esq"  ve- 
apect^  the  same,  &c.     Copies  of  all  which  on  file. 


Address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ne-w  Hampshire. 

[Copied  from  Farm.  &  Moore's  Hist,  Coll.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  88.] 

In  Provincial  Congress 

Exeter,  Jime  2<i,  1775, 
To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire, 

Friends  and  Brethren  —  You  must  all  be  sensible  that  the  affairs  of 
America  have  at  length  come  to  a  very  affecting  and  alarming  crisis.  The 
Horrors  and  Distresses  of  a  civil  war,  which,  till  of  late,  we  only  had  in  con- 
templation, we  now  tind  ourselves  obliged  to  realize.  Painful,  beyond  ex- 
pression, have  been  those  scenes  of  Blood  and  Devastation  which  the  barbar- 
ous cruelty  of  British  troops  have  placed  before  our  eyes.  Duty  to  GOD,  to 
ourselves,  to  Posterity  —  enforced  by  the  cries  of  slaughtered  Innocents,  have 
urged  us  to  take  up  Arms  in  our  Defence,  Such  a  day  as  this  was  never  be- 
fore known,  either  to  us  or  to  our  Fathers.  You  will  give  us  leave  therefore,. 
—  in  whom  you  have  reposed  special  confidence,  —  as  your  representative 
body,  to  suggest  a  few  things,  which  call  for  the  serious  attention  of  every 
one,  who  has  the  true  interest  of  America  at  heart  We  would  therefore 
recommend  to  the  Colony  at  large,  to  cultivate  that  Christian  Union,  Har- 
mony and  tender  affection  which  is  the  only  foundation  upon  which  our  in- 
valuable privileges  can  rest,  with  any  security ;  or  our  publick  measures  be 
pursued  with  the  least  prospect  of  success. 

We  also  recommend  that  a  strict  and  inviolable  regard  be  paid  to  the  wise 
and  judicious  councils  of  the  late  American  CONGRESS;  and  particularly, 
considering  that  the  experience  of  almost  every  day  points  out  to  us  the 
danger  arising  from  the  collection  and  movements  of  bodies  of  men,  who, 
notwithstanding,  we  willingly  hope  would  promote  the  common  cause,  and 
serve  the  interest  of  their  country ;  yet  are  in  danger  of  pursumg  a  track, 
which  may  cross  the  general  plan,  and  so  disconcert  those  publick  measures, 
which  we  view  as  of  the  greatest  importance ;  We  must,  in  the  most  express 
and  urgent  terms,  recommend  it,  that  there  may  be  no  movements  of  this 
nature,  but  by  the  direction  of  the  Committees  of  the  respective  Towns  or 
Counties ;  and  those  Committees  at  the  same  time,  advising  with  this  Con- 
32 
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gress,  or  with  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  where  the 
exigence  of  the  case  is  not  plainly  too  pressing  to  leave  room  for  such  advice. 

We  further  recommend,  tliat  the  most  industrious  attention  be  paid  to  the 
cultivation  of  Lands  and  American  Manufactures,  in  their  various  branches 
—  especially  the  Linen  and  Woolen;  and  that  the  husbandry  might  be  par- 
ticularly managed  with  a  view  thereto  —  accordingly  that  the  Farmer  raise 
Flax,  and  increase  his  flock  of  sheep,  to  the  extentof  his  ability. 

We  further  recommend  a  serious  and  steady  regard  to  the  roles  of  temper- 
ance, sobriety  and  righteousness,  and  that  those  Laws  which  have  heretofore 
been  our  security  and  defence  from  the  hand  of  violence,  may  still  answer  all 
their  former  valuable  purposes,  though  persons  of  vicioua  and  corrupt  minds 
would  willingly  take  at'.vantage  trom  our  present  situation. 

In  a  word  —  We  seriously  and  earnestly  recommend  the  practice  of  that 
pure  and  undefiled  religion  which  embalmed  the  memory  of  our  pious  ances- 
tors, aa  that  alone,  upon  which  we  can  build  a  solid  hope  and  confidence  in 
the  Divine  protection  and  favour,  without  whose  blessing,  all  the  measures 
of  safety  we  have,  or  can  propose  will  eud  in  our  shame  and  disappointment. 

Matthew  Thorxton,  President. 


Address  to  the  New  York  Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  209.] 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  June  3,  1775. 
Gent. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  now  convened  in  this  Town  to 
advise  you  that  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  respecting  the 
Demolition  of  the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga  is  just  come  to  hand  that  we  have 
taken  the  same  into  consideration,  and  as  we  Esteem  that  to  be  at  a  place 
truly  important  to  the  welfare  of  all  these  Northern  Colonies  in  General  &  to 
this  Colony  in  particular,  the  thoughts  of  its  Demolition  casts  a  Damp  on 
the  spirits  of  our  People,  as  we  apprehend  our  western  frontiers  will  be 
thereby  greatly  exposed  to  the  Depredations  of  the  Canadians  &  Indians,  if 
(as  we  have  reason  to  fear)  they  should  incline  to  annoy  us;  and  not  being 
acquainted  with  the  Reasons  for  passing  that  order  we  have  thought  it  our 
Duty  to  Entreat  that  Respectable  Body  again  to  take  that  matter  into  their 
consideration,  and  (if  they  shall  think  proper)  to  order  that  the  said  fortress 
may  be  kept  in  possession  of  the  Colonies,  and  we  would  earnestly  entreat 
your  concurrence  with  us  in  said  request.  At  the  same  time  you  may  be 
assured  that  no  Colony  on  this  Continent  .ire  or  can  be  more  Determined 
than  we  are  to  abide  by  the  Determination  of  tiiat  Respectable  Body. 

In  behalf  of  the  Provincial  Congress  aforesaid,  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Matthew  Thornton,  President. 

To  the  President  of  the  Congress  at  New  York.  ( 1 ) 

By  an  inclosed  Resolve  of  this  Body  you  will  perceive  we  are  providing 
against  any  attempts  from  Canada  on  our  adjacent  frontier.  We  earnestly 
desire  your  approbation  of  this  measure  &  concurrence  with  it  by  adding 
such  numbers  of  Troops  from  your  Colony  ;is  in  your  Wisdom  &  concern  for 
the  general  good  vou  may  think  proper. 

M.  T. 

(l)See  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol   II.,  p.  "OS. 
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Letter  to  the  3Ias.sachusetts   Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap,  Uev",  Vol.  II..  pp.  41,  42.] 

Gentlemen  —  Having  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  attempts  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  engage  the  (Canadians  &  Savages  in  their  interest  in  the  present 
Controversy  with  America,  &  of  actual  movements  in  Canada  in  consef|uence 
thereof,  we  have  tho't  it  necessary  thai  measures  should  be  immediately 
taki'n  to  defend  &  ijuiet  the  minds  of  the  People  more  especially  expos'd  ixt 
the  Frontiers  «fe  accordingly  have  resolv'd  to  send  a  number  of  troops  as  soon 
as  may  be;  Three  Companies  for  the  present,  where  &  in  such  manner  as 
may  best  answer  that  important  end:  Wn  tho't  it  expedient  to  give  you  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  what  we  have  done  in  this  way,  earnestly  praying  & 
nothing  doubtmg  but  that  you  will  concur  in  such  measures  as  in  your  wis- 
dom you  shall  judge  reasonable  &  necessary  for  the  detence  &  safety  of  the 
back  settlements,  for  whom  both  we  &  you  must  sensibly  feel. 

We  furthermore  think  it  suitable  just  to  suggest  that  as  we  have  some 
apprehensions  lest  our  military  manceuvres  in  the  hontier  Countries  should 
raise  a  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  the  Canadians  &  awaken  their  fears  of  direct 
intentions  of  hostililies  against  them.  We  should  give  them  the  most  posi- 
tive assurance  upon  this  head.  That  we  desire  nothing  more  than  our  own 
security  &  that  it  is  our  most  hearty  wish  to  remain  in  steady  terms  of 
Friendship  with  them. 

And  in  onler  to  the  more  regular,  harmonious  &  effectual  Prosecution  of 
the  important  object  afores'^  as  also  other  valuable  purposes  that  we  conceive 
it  may  answer,  we  would  humbly  move  for  a  Conference  by  a  Cora'^  with  a 
Committee  from  you  at  such  time  &  place  as  you  shall  be  Pleas'd  to  appoint. 
That,  therefore,  if  you  should  think  proper,  you  would  prepare  an  Address 
to  be  foi-warded  to  the  Canadians,  &  put  it  in  the  power  of  this  Congress,  & 
if  it  might  be,  the  other  New  England  Colonies  together  with  New  York,  to 
join  with  you  therein:  that  this  Negotiation  might  answer  the  most  effectual 
purpose. 
To  the  Hon'''  Congress  at  Watertown  in  y«  Colony  of  Massachusetts. 

I  No  date.] 


Letter  to  the  Continental   Congress.{\) 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  213.] 

Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  June  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen  —  A  latt-  order  of  your  very  respectable  Congress  for  the  Demo- 
lition of  the  Fortress  at  Ticonderoga  it  rcmov:il  of  the  artillery  from  thence, 
hiis  very  much  Dampened  the  Expectation  of  the  People  in  this  Colony  aris- 
ing from  the  security  our  Frontiers  hoped  to  receive  ijy  the  Check  the  Cana- 
dians &  Savages  might  receive  in  any  Incursions  on  us,  by  a  good  garrison 
there.  We  are  lieartily  disposed  to  and  sliail  readily  obey  all  the  orders  and 
directions  you  give  us,  and  on  this  occasion  wou"d  not  presume  to  complain 
or  (.ictate.  but  most  Humbly  to  suiii^est  that  all  the  Lamls  and  Waters 
between  tin;  South  End  ot  Lake  (rcurge  and  Crown  Point,  toc'cther  with  all 
Lake  Chaniplain  will  be  left  open  for  Canailians  &  Savages  (if  they  should  be 
disposed,  which  we  very  much  fear)  to  ravaire  all  the  Country  East.  Our 
new  Settlements  exteniled  on  Connecticut  Kivcr  tor  an  Hundred  miles  are 
very  detenceless  in  every  respect  and  under  Terril)le  apprehensions  from  the 
ace*  of  the  warlike  Preparations  mak'  in  Canada  against  the  Colonys.  The 
Reasons  which  directed  your  order  in  this  matter  we  are  unac<iuainied  with, 

(l)Tlie  letter  t:>  tlu;  Coiint^iMifat  Culntiy  liiu<  iidi  '.leeii   miiul.— Kd. 


500  PROVINCE   OF   NEW- HAMPSHIRE.  ll'^S. 

but  would  wish  a  Review  thereof,  &  if  you  should  then  think  it  best  that  the 
former  order  be  countermanded  we  hope  it  will  be  a  service  to  the  common 
eauae,  otherwise  shall  concur  in  your  Determination  of  that  as  well  as  othei 
matters  that  concern  the  welfare  of  America. 

In  behalf  of  the  Provincial  Congress  aforesaid 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Matthew  Thobton,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  Continental  <;ongress.  (1) 


iVeJt/7  Hampshire  Congretsa  to  their  Delegates  in  the  ContiiLentaf 

Congress. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  215.] 
Gentlemen  — 

Inclosed  we  send  you  an  Address  to  your  Congress,  relating  to  their  order 
for  the  Demolition  of  the  Fort  at  Ticonderoga;  the  taking  that  Garrison  by 
the  Colonists  and  hopes  of  keeping  it,  has  very  much  encouraged  the  Fron- 
tiers of  this  &  the  neigs  Colonys.  The  continual  accounts  received  from 
Canada  by  scouts  sent  from  our  frontiers  &  otherwise  keep  them  under  the 
most  Terible  apprehensions  of  being  ravaged  by  the  Canadians  <fe  Indians. 
The  late  determination  of  your  Congress  has  much  increased  it,  as  the 
destroying  that  Fortress  leaves  such  an  opening  to  the  Excurtions  of  our 
Ehiemies.  We  desire  your  vigilance  in  a  critical  review  of  that  matter.  Our 
Circumstances  appear  daily  more  &  more  alarming.  The  men-of-war  stop 
all  provision  vessels  coming  hi  to  our  Harbour  and  send  them  to  Boston,  & 
the  Captain  of  the  Scarboro'  has  shown  his  orders  to  a  Committee  who 
waited  on  him,  to  stop  all  provision,  salt,  molasses  &c.  coming  to  us,  since 
which  several  Hundred  arm'd  men  in  the  day  time  went  down  to  the 
entrance  of  our  Harbour  in  open  sight  of  the  men-of-War  &  Bro't  iVom  a 
Point  of  land  there  a  nuiuber  of  large  Cannon  &  deposited  them  at  Ports- 
mouth for  the  present  where  preparations  are  making  for  mounting  and  fit- 
ting them  for  action.  A  number  of  men  are  now  making  a  Battery  on  Kit- 
tery  Point  and  if  we  had  a  suflSci'  of  Ammunition  shou'd  hope  to  be  able  to- 
command  our  Harbour.  We  would  desire  you,  if  any  arms  or  Gun  Powder 
can  be  procured  in  the  Southern  Governments  to  procure  them  if  possible  on 
such  Terms  as  you  can  make,  with  which  the  Colony  will  endeavor  punctu- 
ally to  comply.  The  Difficulty  of  Land  carriage  we  would  surmount  as  the 
want  thereof  must  exclude  every  other  Difficulty.  We  have  wrote  to  you  on 
the  pressing  occasion  we  have  of  a  Paper  currency  or  some  other  to  answer 
our  urgent  necessitys;  and  still  must  desire  that  you  do  all  in  your  power 
that  some  Plan  be  formed  or  directions  given  us  by  your  Congress  for  that 
purpose.  Inclosed  we  send  you  a  Copy  of  a  vote  of  Council  relative  to  stop- 
ping Provis"  &c.  We  would  have  you  endeavor  to  keep  a  constant  Corres- 
pondence with  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter,  and  inform  u?* 
of  everything  you  think  essential. 

In  behalf  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Matthew  Thobnton,  President.. 

O)0oinjiare  Am.  Ar,  4  Ser.,  Vol,  II.,  p.  8'J5.— Ed. 
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Letter  from  Provincial   Congress  of  Massachusetts. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev".,  Vol.  I.,  p.  205.] 

in  Provincial  Congress, 

Wiitertown,  June  J"',  1775. 
(ientn.  — 

We  send  you  inclosed  a  Copy  of  u  letter  from  Col"  Arnold,  commuuder  of 
the  Troops  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, by  which  you  will  be  acquainted  with  the  present  situation  of  those 
Fortresses,  and  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  for  securing  and  defend- 
ing so  valuable  acquisitions.  You  will  doubtless  agree  with  us  in  sentiment, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  that  those  places  remain  in  our 
))08session  in  ordor  to  secure  our  frontiers  from  the  depredations  of  our  Ene- 
mies, if  they  should  attempt  to  attack  us  from  that  quarter,  of  which  there 
appears  to  be  great  danger.  It  was  the  agreement  of  this  Colony,  that  400 
men  and  £100  in  money  should  be  raised  for  the  reduction  of  the  place,  and 
it  is  our  determination  to  contribute  our  full  proportion  towards  securing  the 
iicquisition.  By  the  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  Connecticut  you  will  find  that  that  Colony  have  voted  to  send  immediately 
to  their  assistance  four  Companys  and  ilOOw'  of  Powder,  and  we  suppose 
that  the  Troops  are  upon  their  march  there  —  and  we  most  earnestly  request 
tliat  you  would  contribute  your  endeavours  likewise,  for  the  speedy  and  effec- 
tual security  of  the  aforementioned  places,  which  the  Importance  of  the 
;iffair  and  the  reaay  disposition  which  you  have  discovered  for  the  defence  of 
the  common  caxise,  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  your  compliance  therewith . 


•Jos.  WAiinEN,  President. 


Attest,  Sam'  Freeman,  SecJ'. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New  Hampshire. 


Reo.Kon.H  for   JJeraolishing  the    Fort   at    T'icondtroga  —  Letter 
from  Jno.   Sullivan  and  John    Langdon.,  Esqs. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  L,  p.  157.1 

Philadelphia,  May  22<',  1776. 

We  take  this  early  opportunity  of  Inlbrm?  you  by  Capt.  Partridge  that  the 
<  'ongress  upon  hearing  of  the  Forts  at  Ticonderoga  &  Crown  Point  being 
seized  by  the  people  of  New  England  to  prevent  General  Carlton  with  his 
(]!anadians  &  Indians  taking  possession  of  them  to  annoy  our  Frontiers,  & 
finding  by  about  Thirty  Indian  Chiefs  now  in  Philadelphia  as  well  a«  by  per- 
sons sent  to  sound  the  Dispositions  of  the  several  Indian  Nations  that  such  a 
Design  is  Really  on  foot  &  that  (iuy  Johnson  the  Superintendent  for  Indian 
.affairs  ha.s  Really  Endeavoured  to  persuade  tlie  Indians  Xjo  enter  into  a  war 
with  us  &  that  many  other  st»ps  have  been  taken  by  a  bloody  minded  & 
cruel  ministry  to  induce  those  Hereditary  Enemies  i>f  America  to  fall  upon 
»fe  Butcher  its  Inhabitants;  we  say  upon  those  things  appearing  to  the  Con- 
gress, tliey  have  ordered  the  above  Forts  to  be  Demolished  &  the  warlike 
Stores  to  be  removed  A-  another  Fort  erected  A  maintained  at  the  Lowest 
part  of  Lake  (ieorgc,  if  the  Committee  of  New  York  shall  think  it  necessary, 
&  to  call  upon  all  the  New  England  governments  to  give  assistance  if  Re- 
quired by  New  York.  We  earnestly  entreat  you  for  the  Honor  of  the  Prov- 
ince, if  such  a  requisition  is  maile  to  give  them  every  possible  assistance 
to  preserve  our  People  from  the  Invasions  of  a  barbarous  &  Savage  Enemy. 
We  are  sorry,  Gentlemen,  that  Honor  will  not  permit  us  to  give  you  the  least 
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information  respecting  our  proceeding :  We  can  only  say.  That  all  tbe  Colo- 
nies are  firmly  united  &  are  prep;i  --•  for  tbe  worst.  We  hope  that  you  will 
in  Imitation  of  the  other  Colonies  jceed  to  choose  your  officers  &  Establish 
your  Militia  upon  the  new  Plan  licli  has  been  adopted  by  every  Colony 
upon  the  Continent.  We  shall  br.  •,'  with  us  Governor  Wcntwortlis  Letters 
to  Lord  Dartmouth  for  12  months  past  that  you  may'  Judge  whether  he  is 
your  friend  as  he  pretends,  or  whetlier  he  is  not  rather"  your  inveterate 
Enemy. 
Gentlemen,  we  are  with  great  respect 

Your  most  obeu'  serv'* 

J-N**  SULLrVIAN 

John  Langdox. 

P.  S.  We  earnestly  Entreat  you  to  prevent  our  General  Court  from  mak- 
ing an  application  to  great  Britain  for  Kt^dress  of  Grievances,  as  that  would 
Draw  the  Kesentuient  of  all  America  upon  our  Province,  it  being  agreed  that 
no  one  shall  make  terms  without  the  advice  &  consent  of  the  whole. 

Y"  as  above, 

Jn"  Sullivan 
John  Langdon. 
To  the  Provinoi.\:  •  \jinmittee  of  New  Hampshire. 


Committee  of  Portsmouth  to  the  New  Hampshire   Congress, 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  211.  j 
Gextn  — 

As  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  Town,  is  the  only 
security  that  this  Committee  have,  whereby  they  expect  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion any  measures  which  the  Provincial  Congress  may  resolve  upon,  There- 
fore find  ourselves  necessitated  to  desire  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  Regu- 
late all  future  movements  of  any  Bodies  of  armed  men  from  one  Town  to 
another  as  many  inconveniences  and  losses  to  the  Publick  are  sustained 
thereby,  especially  at  this  time,  when  so  many  Idle  &  fiilse  Reports  are 
spread,  by  which  the  good  People  of  this  Province  are  allarmed  and  assemble 
togeather  for  the  defence  of  the  Grand  Cause,  in  which  we  are  all  embarked. 
We  are  fearful  our  Enemies  will  improve  every  opportunity  to  increase  these 
alarms  and  make  tht-m  so  familiar  to  us,  as  to  put  us  off  our  guard,  and  then 
may  strike  some  fatal  blow. 

We  find  this  town  labours  under  many  didiculties  peculiar  to  sea-ports, 
and  which  our  friends  in  the  Country  are  freed  from, —  The  btagnation  of 
Trade  and  the  Returns  of  our  shipping,  increases  the  number  of  our  People, 
who  for  want  of  employment,  do  too  readily  fall  into  disorders,  and  when 
numbers  are  once  collected,  it  is  very  ditiicult  to  p'.'rsuade  them  to  disperse, 
until!  they  exceed  the  bounds  of  Rt;ason.  We  have  great  Reason  to  believe 
that  our  Invatlers  are  endeavouring  to  promote  alarms,  to  liarrass  the  coun- 
try &  to  prevent  our  Agricuiturv.',  by  calling  off  and  diverting  our  attention 
t<j  that  great  and  at  this  time  particularly  necessary  Duty.  Any  resolve* 
which  the  Congress  may  p;iss  upon  our  request,  it  is  desireil  that  eupies  of 
the  same  be  sent  to  every  Committee  in  every  Town,  besides  being  pui)lished 
in  the  public  prints,  as  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  known  in  the  most  publick 
manner  as  soon  ;is  possible.  We  submit  our  reiiuest  to  your  Wisdom  Jc  are 
wishing  you  divine  assistance  in  your  consultation  for  the  Public  weal. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 

I  am,  gent"  your  most  Ir  ble  serv' 

H.  WKNTWOivni,  Chairman. 
Portsm"  2''  June  1775. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Exeier. 
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[p.  74.]  June  3^  1775. 

Voted  Thiit  John  Stark  be  the  Col°  of  the  first  Regiin',  that 
Isaac  Wyman  be  Lieut.  Coll  of  the  Same  Kegim',  that  Andr* 
McClary  be  Maj'  ot  s**  Regira'. 

Voted  That  Thursday  fortnight  be  reconr\inen<ied  us  a  Day  of 
Fasting  &  Prayer  in  this  Colony,  and  that  the  Rev*^ 

Voted  That  General  Folsorn,  as  Brigadier  General  and  Chief 
Comander  of  the  New  Hampshire  forces  under  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  New  England  Army  be  allowed  the  same  wages  as  a 
Brigadier  General  shall  in  the  Massachusetts  service  both  as  Gen- 
eral &  Commander  of  a  Regiment  wliile  in  actual  service,  and 
that  he  have  no  particular  Regiment  of  his  own  but  equally  com- 
mand all  the  New  Hampshire  Forces.  And  that  Ton  Companys 
of  the  Regiment  of  62  men  each,  now  at  Medford  in  the  Province 
of  the  Mass'*  be  the  first  or  oldest  Regiment. 

Whereas  at  the  particular  desire  of  the  People  on  the  Western 
Frontiers  of  this  Colony  a  vote  was  passed  by  this  Congress  the 
26"*  Insf  to  raise  a  Company  of  60  men  under  such  direction  & 
Restrictions  as  is  therein  expressed  :  And  at  their  special  request 
it  is  now  tho't  necessary  to  alter  that  Establishment  and  augment 
the  number : — 

Therefore  Voted,  That  a  Company  of  60  men  be  raised  ot  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  Frontiers  to  be  commissioned  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  and  that  they  and  Two  Companys  out  ot  the 
Two  Thousand  men  Raised  in  this  Colony  be  Stationed  as  soon 
as  the  Committee  of  Supplies  procure  stores  for  them,  By  the 
Committee  of  Safetv  on  said  Frontiers,  &  remain  until  further 
orders. 


-Letter  from  Charles  Johnston  to  the  Nexo  Hampshire  Conyress. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  )3C9.1 

To  the  Provincial  Congrens  noio  convened  at  Exeter. 

Gkntlemen  —  We  hereby  inform  you  that  we  sent  a  scoutin;;  party 
towards  Canada,  which  party  returned  on  Saturday  hist,  by  whom  we  have 
the  following  information: 

They  give  us  to  understand,  tliat,  by  the  best  information  that  could  be  got, 
there  is  a  body  of  Indians  now  lyim^on  the  west  side  of  the  Lake  Champtein 
nearly  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Onion  river,  Wliat  the  particular  number  of 
them  is,  we  cannot  certainly  determine:  but  by  the  best  information,  not 
less  than  four  or  live  humlred.  And  furthermore,  that  the  day  before  the 
scouting  party  left  the  mouth  of  Onion  River,  they  were  informed  there  were 
ten  Canoes  of  Indians  from  Cau.uhi,  who  joined  said  party.  And  moreover 
that  Governor  Carlton,  of  C^uebeck,  is  enUstin;,'  men  in  Cana<la;  and  also,  he 
has  sent  to  those  tribes  of  Indians  whom  Cioneral  Montcalm  had  with  him 
at  the  reduction  of  fort  William  and  Ilenry.  The  same  party  i^ive  account  of 
the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Poiut  by  our  parties  of  the  southern 
Government. 

N"ow,  Gentlemen,  :i9  to  the  situation  of  these  parts,  How  near  the  borders 
of  the  enemy  we  arc,  every  one  knows  who  is  ac<|uainted  with  the  boundaries 
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of  our  own  Province.  As  to  the  position  of  defence,  we  are  in  difficult  cir- 
cumstances; we  are  in  want  of  both  arms  and  ammunition.  There  is  but 
▼ery  little,  or  none  worth  mentioning,  perhaps  one  pound  of  powder  lo 
twenty  men,  according  to  calculation,  and  not  the  one  half  of  our  men  have 
arms.'  Now.  gentlemen,  we  have  all  reason  to  suspect,  and  really  look  upon 
ourselves  in  imminent  danger  of  the  enemy,  and  at  this  time  in  no  capacity 
for  a  defence,  for  want  of  arms  and  ammunition.  And,  moreover,  we  have 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  defend  these  our  frontiers,  without  some 
assistance  from  the  lower  Towns,  which  assistance.  Gentlemen,  we  humbly 
conceive,  should  necessarily  be  here,  in  order  to  act  upon  the  first  alarm. 

We,  Gentlemen,  refer  the  matter  to  your  mature  consideration,  whether  it 
is  not  necessary  to  give  us  assistance,  that  we  may  be  ready  in  case  of  inva- 
sion. We  have  Gentlemen,  a  number  of  men  in  these  parts  of  the  Country, 
who  have  not  any  real  estate,  who  will  certainly  leave  us,  unless  some  assis- 
tance be  given:  and  who  are  ready  to  assist,  and  stand  by  our  cause  with 
their  lives,  provided  encouragement  be  given  them. 

If,  Gentlemen,  you  shall  think  it  necessar}-  to  raise  forces  to  defend  this  our 
Province,  if  you  will  give  orders  in  what  manner  assistance  can  be  procured, 
please  to  inform  us  a,s  expeditiously  as  the  nature  of  things  will  allow.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  i^nlisting  numbers,  without  distressing  or  much  interfering 
with  the  lower  Towns  near  the  sea-coasta,  provided  we  have  the  platform  to 
act  upon. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  all  due  respect,  your  humble  servants, 

In  behalf:  Chas.  Johnston. 

Clerk  to  the  Committee  of  the  Northern  Regiment  in  the  County  of  Grafton. 


Town  mtetiiig  in.  (Jonirny,  A^  J[. 
K'opied  from  M.S.  State  Pap.  Rev"..  Vol.  I.,  p.  217.1 

At  a  legal  meeting,  held  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Conway  on  the  fifth  of  .June, 
1<  (.),  the  tbilowing  votes  were  past. 

Voted  Coll'  Andrew McMullin.  Thomas  Merrill.  Es(|.  ('apt.  Timothy  Walker, 
Capt.  David  Page.  Lieut.  Jame;<  Osgood,  Ens.  Joshua  Heath,  to  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  act  in  betialf  of  the  town  in  any  matter  Respecting  the  Present 
time  of  Difficulty. 

Voted.  That  the  town  will  aid  and  a.<?sist  the  above  Cooiraittce  that  is 
ohosen  in  behalf  of  tiie  town,  to  Preserve  the  Peace  and  order  of  it  whenever 
the  Committee  shall  Judge  occasion. 

Voted,  That  this  Committee  be  fully  impowered  to  enquire  touching  any 
obnoxious  Person  who  may  Hee  to  this  town  for  an  asylum,  and  they  shall 
judge  whetlicr  it  is  Expedient  lor  any  such  refugee  to  reside  here  or  depart 
from  it.  An  I  any  inhabitant  of  this  town  who  shall  be  obnoxious  shall  be 
only  act'ountible  to  the  (Jommittee  tor  their  conduct. 

Voted,  that  no  other  Parson  but  the  Committee  shall  consani  with  any 
such  Refugees ;  luit  if  any  parson  shall  know  of  any  such  obnoxious  parson 
comeing  into  town  the  earliest  notice  thereiU"  he  given  the  Committee. 

Vot'd.  That  the  Committee  b''  impoweretl  to  call  iif fore  them,  on  proper 
Evidenci;  to  pass  upon  any  inhabitants  of  the  town  who  shall  dare  to  trans- 
gress any  of  the  Preceeding  votes  or  in  any  manner  to  Disturb  the  Peace  ot 
the  town. 

Voted.  That  the  Committee  shall  make  application  to  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony  for  arms  ami  ammunition  that  is  wanting  in  this  town  and  for  men 
for  a  ^eoutiim  2:ard  tor  our  safety. 

Richard  E.vstman,  Town  Clerk. 
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Monday  June  5'"  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournm'  8  o'clock,  P.  M.     But  few  luembern 
present  adjourned  till  to  morrow  8  o'clock. 


Tuesday  June  &^.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

[p.  75.]  Voted  that  all  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  New  Hanip'' 
army  now  raising  for  the  defence  <&  Security  of  the  Rights  & 
Liberties  of  this  &  our  Sister  Colonies  in  America,  shall  every  one 
repent  and  take  the  follow^  oatli  viz. 

1.  .v.  B.  bwear,  1  will  truly  <fe  taithfully  serve  in  the  New  Harap"^  Troops  to 
which  I  belong  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  Estates,  Lives  and  Liber- 
tie-s  of  the  qood  People  of  this  &  the  sister  Colonies  in  America,  in  opposi- 
tion to  ministerial  Tyranny  by  w"''»  they  are  or  may  be  oppressed,  «fe  to  all 
other  Enemies  &  opposers  whatsoever,  &  that  I  will  adhere  to  the  Rules  & 
Regulations  of  s**  army,  observe  &  obey  the  Gen'  &  other  oflBcers  set  over  me, 
&  disclose  and  make  known  to  s"*  officers  all  Fractious  Conspiracies,  attempts 
A  designs  whatsoever,  which  I  shall  know  to  be  made  :igainst  s'^  army,  or 
;iny  of  the  English  American  Colonies. 

RO   HELP   ME   <H)I>. 

Voted  to  raise  one  artillery  Company  to  be  at  Portsm". 
Voted  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  look  out  &  Commission 
the  best  men  they  can  find,  lls  officers  for  the  «''  artillery  comiV". 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock. 

P.  M. 

Whereas  a  vote  passed  y'  S**  Inst,  respecting  Gen'  Folsoni's 
w-ages  an<l  that  of  Rank*-'  Col"  Stark's  Regim',  Voted  That  that 
fiart  of  s**  vote  w^**  respects  s"'  Gen'  Folsom's  wages,  be  reconsid- 
ered ;  and  instead  thereof  Voted,  That  Gen'  Folsom  as  chief 
Comand'  of  the  New  Hamp'  forces  under  the  Commander  in  chief 
of  the  New  England  Forces,  bo  allow'd  the  wages  of  a  Col"  of  a 
Regm'  and  such  other  allowances  as  this  Convention  may  think 
proper  hereafter. 
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Voted  That  Capt.  Elkan's  Company  be  for  the  present  placed 
upon  the  sea-coast. 

Voted,  That  the  Artillery  Com]>any  consist  of  65  men  includ- 
ing officers  —  to  be  at  Portsm". 

Voted,  That  y*^  Committee  of  Safety  appoint  Muster  Masters. 

Adjourned  till  S  o'clock  tomorrow. 
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Declaration  of  John   Pre?itice. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  921.] 

Whereas,  I,  the  subscriber,  was  so  iinfortunate  sometime  since,  as  to  sign 
an  address  to  the  late  siovemour  Hutchinson,  so  universally  and  so  josSj 
deemed  an  enemy  to  American  liberty  and  freedom,  I  hereby,  in  this  publick 
manner  declare,  that  at  the  time  I  signed  the  said  address,  I  intended  the 
good  of  my  country  and  that  only;  but  finding  to  my  sorrow,  it  had  not  that 
but  quite  a  contrary  effect,  I  hereby  renounce  the  said  Address  in  every  part, 
and  hope  my  injured  and  atlronted  fellow  countrymen  will  overlook  my  past 
misconduct,  as  I  am  ready  to  assist  tliem  in  their  struggles  for  liberty  and 
freedom,  in  whatever  way  I  shall  be  called  upon  by  them." 

Joux  Peextice. 
Londonderry,  N.  H.,  June  6,  1775. 


Wens'day  June  7'". 
Met  according  tu  adjournment. 

Voted  That  every  transaction  which  this  Convention  think 
expedient,  should  be  ke|>t  as  a  profound  secret,  —  We  do  hereby 
solemnly  promise  &  oblige  ourselves,  strictly  to  conform^  too,  & 
not  communicate  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  unless  by  leave 
of  Congress. 

The  following  Resolve  was  passed  the  first  of  June  but  omitted 
to  be  entered  then. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth  together  with. 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen  be  desired  to  provide  a  number  of  Fas- 
cines  and  also  to  procure  propper  Carriages  for  those  guns  re- 
moved fi-om  .Terry's  Point,  and  also  such  other  mateiials,  as  they 
may  think  necessary  for  erecting  a  Battery  to  hinder  the  passage- 
of  ships  up  to  the  Town,  and  also,  that  they  Endeavor  (if  it  can 
be  done  with  secresy  &  safety)  to  get  what  sliot  may  be  at  the 
Fort  at  New-Castle,  and  that  all  those  matters  be  done  with  the 
utmost  secresy  the  Business  will  allow  of.  And  then  determine 
upon  some  suitable  place  tor  a  Battery  where  thf  materials  when 
eompleated  may  suddenly  be  removed  to. 

[p.  77.]  Whereas  his  Excellency  the  governor  of  this  Colony 
in  calling  a  General  Assembly  to  meet  at  Portsmouth  in  Feb^  last 
required  three  new  Towns  that  had  never  sent  members  before  to 
elect  Persons  to  represent  them  in  said  Assembly  and  as  said 
Assembly  are  to  L?et  by  adjournment  on  the  \'l'^  Inst.,  This  Con- 
gress are  of  opinion  that  the  Governor's  Assuming  the  Right  of 
sending  to  such  new  Towns  as  he  thinks  fit  without  concurrence, 
of  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  is  unconstitutional  & 
subversive  of  the  lights  and  Privitegts  of  the  good  People  of  this 
Colony,  and  tlie  Establishing  such  a  precedent  may  leave  room  tor 
some  designing  Governor  to  occasion  a  very  partial  Representa- 
tion of  the  People  by  sending  to  small  Towns  and  omitting  large 
one.-*,  with  many  other  t-vils  ■." 
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Therefore  do  Resolve  further,  that  it  is  the  opinion  ot  this  Con- 
gress that  the  Persons  called  &  Elected  .-is  aforesaid  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Colony^ 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


June  8'^ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  y*  Colony,  sent  to  the 
Press,  respecting  Lenity  by  Creditors  to  their  Debtors.  (1) 

Col°  Hale  return'd,  got  no  Powder  or  small  arras,  but  gives  u* 
great  encouragement,  that  we  shall  have  some  soon  from  the 
Southern  Colonies,  &  that  Powder  is  made  at  Philadelphia  in  such 
Q'tities  that  200  lbs.  is  made  in  a  day,  &  that  provisions  are 
plenty  and  cheap  in  Conn'  &  that  Q'ties  are  now  transporting  ta 
Cambridge  &c.     Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


Letter  respecting  Powder  from  NathH  Shaw. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  I.,  p.  207-1 

New  London,  June  2*',  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

The  bearer  Mr.  Jn"  Hale  apply' d  to  me  for  a  Quantity  of  Powder  Cor  the 
use  of  your  Province,  but  am  30iTy  to  inform  you,  that  article  is  very  scarce 
in  this  Colony  and  not  to  be  purchas'd;  what  I  liave  imported  is  on  Govern- 
ment ace"  and  by  letters  from'N.  York  that  I  have  lately  Received,  am  very 
certain  its  not  to  be  had  in  that  Province,  Neither  in  Rhode  Island. 

I  expect  a  large  Quantity,  but  from  its  not  arriving,  I  begin  to  suspect,  that 
either  the  Crusers  in  the  Channel  or  the  Negotiation  between  Great  Britain 
<fe  the  States  has  prevented  it.  If  I  should  have  a  larger  Quantity  arive  than 
should  be  wanteii  in  this  Colony  on  Government  ace'.  I  will  give  you  the 
offer  of  it,  but  att  the  same  time  I  would  Recomend  to  you,  that  you  make- 
no  Dependance  on  having  from  me. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  very  h'ble  serv^ 

Nath'  Shaw,  jun'. 
Matthew  Thornton,  Presid' 

of  the  Provincial  Convention 

New  Hampshire. 


lat  Capt.  Page  &  Col"  Stark  from  Dunbarton,  have  a 
ore  this  Convention  the  2''  day  of  sett-  after  adjournm' 


Voted  that 
hearing  befoi 
tor  any  time  longer  than  from  Saturdny  till  Monilay. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  tifty  Pounds  be  paid  by  the  Treas'  of 
this  Colony  to  any  inhabitant  of  s''  Colony,  who  shall  manufac- 
ture the  largest  Qu'ty  of  Salt  Petre,  not  less  than  one  hundred 
[p.  78.]  weight,  within  one  year  from  this  day ;  also  the  sum  ot* 

{l)See  under  date  June  lOth,  1775.  —  Ed. 
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,siix  pence  per  lb.  for  every  lb.  ubove  Ten  Pounds  (excepting  that 
pei-son  who  receives  the  bounty  of  50<£)  manufactured  by  any 
})erson  within  s**  Colony  in  the  s**  year  &  that  the  Committee  of 
Supplies  be  directed  &  impowered  to  examine  any  Qu'ty  offered 
&  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  agreeable  to  this  Resolve  or  some 
other  Com'*'  who  shall  be  particularly  impowered  for  this  purpose. 

Voted,  Whereas  a  number  of  the  Towns  in  this  Colony  have 
not  yet  paid  into  y*  hands  of  Geo.  Jaffrey  Esq'  their  Prov.  Tax, 
Resolved  that  the  Coll™  &  Constab*  of  s**  Towns  be  and  hereby  are 
<lirected  to  pay  said  money  into  the  hands  of  Col"  Nich'  Gilman 
Receiver  General  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hamp"^,  who  is  author- 
ized to  Receive  <fe  give  Rec'*  for  the  same. 

Voted,  That  Deacon  Sam'  Brooks  be  post  master  for  this 
Town. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


Ill  Provincial  Congress,  Exeter,  June  S,  1775.(1) 

Whereas  the  present  alanning  &  very  critical  sittiation  of  this 
Colony  has  occasioned  this  Congress  to  raise  a  number  of  sol- 
diers to  defend  the  same,  and  the  extreme  scarcity  of  money  in 
the  Colony  makes  it  very  difficult  to  raise  sufficiency  for  supplying 
said  soldiers,  and  :is  there  is  a  considerable  sum  in  the  Treasury 
of  this  Colony  raised  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants 
thereof,  It  is  Resolved  that  Ich''  Rollings  Esq""  Col.  Bartlet,  Eb" 
Thompson,  Mr.  Scilley,  Maj'  Welch,  David  (4ilman  &  Capt.  Evans 
be  a  Committee  in  the  name  of  this  Congress  to  call  upon  the 
Hon.  Geo.  Jaffrey  Esq'  for  the  Balance  due  from  him  to  the 
Colony  as  Treasurer  afores*^  and  th:it  they  receive  from  him  said 
money  &  give  him  such  security  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  justify- 
ing his  payment  of  the  same,  which  they  are  hereby  Impowered 
to  do  and  are  authorized  to  assure  said  Treas""  that  the  Exigence 
of  the  Colony  is  such  that  no  e.xcuse  or  delay  of  the  same  can  be 
admitted,  an<l  jnake  return  ot  vour  doings. 


Lttter  froiu  iJol.  '/amet<  Iiee<f. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  P.-ip.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  221.  | 

Fitz  William,  June  the  8,  1775. 
Ilnnrad  Sir  — 

I  Bag  Leva  to  Troliel  you  with  one  word  in  faver  of  the  Barer  Capt.  Col- 
burn  —  that  is  to  inform  that  he  is  one  of  the  Sincrs  of  the  paper  of  a  gree- 
inent  to  Ra.se  a  Regiment  under  my  Comand  and  Sir  as  my  Regiment  is  fit'd 
-up  with  out  him  and  as  I  had  in  Corigement  that  any  officer  tliat  had  got 
-men  should  be  taken  Notis  of  in  the  next  Regiment  and  Sir  as  Capt.  Colbum 

(  D'PliiR  is  C'ljiii'd  troiji  MS.  SUt*  Pfkp.  Ue\'n.  Vol.  I..  \<.  219.— Elt. 
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hath  been  an  old  officer  in  the  Last  war  which  he  la  abei  to  give  an  acount 
for  himself,  I  should  Take  it  as  a  favor  if  your  Honors  the  Committee  would 
favor  him  in  the  next  Regiment  as  a  Major  if  a  greeabel  to  your  Honours  at 
the  same  time  would  bag  leve  to  subscribe  myself  your  Honors  obliged  and 
ever  Humbel  servant  at  comand. 

Jamks  Kkeu. 
Indorsed  —  "  Col.  Reed's 
Letter  in  favour  of  M^or  Colburn 
June  B'",  1775. 

Letters  from    Thos.  Hart  to  the  Provincial   Congress  at  Jb/xater. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  223.] 

Portsm^  June  8"'  177.'j. 
Sir  — 

A  mail  containing  a  Quantity  of  Lettere  wern  last  night  sent  from  on  board 
the  Man  of  War  to  Eloazer  Russell  Esq.  in  whose  hands  they  now  remain. 
Mr.  King  waits  on  the  Congress  to  request  their  determination  on  the  raatt»'r 
&  will  give  them  what  further  information  they  require.  We  must  intreat 
Mr.  King  may  return  to  town  this  night  as  the  People  will  be  impatient  foi' 
their  Letters. 

I  am  by  order  of  the  Committee 

Sir,  yf  most  h'ble  Servant 

Thos.  Habt,  Chairman.  W  T. 
To  the  President  of  the 

Provincial  Congress  at  Exeter. 


[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  227.) 

Portsm-^  June  »">  177.5. 
Sir  — 

Capt.  Pearne  waits  on  the  Cousiress  with  a  Petition  which  he  has  commu- 
nicated to  this  Committee.  We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  the  Congress  that  the 
Facts  set  forth  in  said  Petition  are  true,  and  as  Capt  Pearne  is  brought  into 
this  situation  by  no  imprudence  or  ill  intention  of  his  own.  We  doubt  not 
the  Wisdom  of  the  Congress  will  be  exerted  to  relieve  him  from  his  present 
distress.  We  the  more  earnestly  wish  for  this  as  Capt.  Pearne  is  a  Gent" 
whose  every  action  proves  him  a  real  Friend  to  his  Country. 
I  am,  by  order  of  the  Com'«« 

Sir,  your  most  h'ble  Servant, 

I'nos,  H.\UT,  Chairman,  P.  T. 
To  the  President  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  at  Exeter. 


Address  of  the  New   Hampshire  Congress  to   Gocernoj'    W'^nt^ 

worth. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  22.5.  | 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency  — 

Govemour  Gage,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  27">  January. 
1775,  informed  the  British  Ministry  that  your  Excellency  had  applied  to  him 
for  two  Regiments  of  the  British  Troops,  to  be  stationed  at  Portsmouth;  and 
as  it  evidently  appears,  at  this  alarming  period,  that  the  British  Troops  are 
ministerial  tools,  sent  to  America  to  endeavor  to  enforce  unconstitutional 
and  tyrannical  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  by  tire,  sword,  and  famine, 
and  as  we  humbly  conceive  it  is  your  Excellency's  duty,  in  your  official  cu- 
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pacity,  to  suard  and  defend  the  lives,  liberty,  and  properties  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province,  your  Excellency  sending  for  Troops  to  destroy  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties  you  have  solemnly  engaged  to  defend  and  pro- 
tect, conveys  to  our  minds  such  shocking  ideas,  that  we  shall  rejoice  to  find 
-what  is  represented  to  be  fact  in  said  letter,  to  be  farce.  But  as  we  have  such 
information,  duty  to  ourselves  and  constituents,  obliges  us  humbly  to  desire 
your  Excellenny  to  give  us  such  evidence  as  will  enable  us  to  know  and  in- 
form our  constituents  what  to  expect. 

We  are,  <fec,  &c. 

In  Congress  at  Exeter  the  8"*  of  June,  1775. 
Voted  that  the  President  sign  the  above  &  that  it  be  presented 
to  his  P]xcellency  Governor  Wentworth. 

Matthew  Thorxton,  Presid'. 


June  9'". 

Met  according  to  adjourn  m'. 

Voted  that  Eb'  Thompson  Esq'  &  Coll»  Nich"  Oilman  be  a 
Committee  to  procure  tlie  plates  &  see  y*  Notes  struck  ott'. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 

Met  according  to  aiiournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  : Receiver  General  of  this  Colony,  appointed 
lay  this  Congress  be  hereby  impower'd  to  give  his  Notes  of  hand 
ou  the  faith  of  the  Colony,  pay**'*  to  the  Possessor  for  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  &  fifty  pounds  of  the  present  currency  or  Lawful! 
money  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  afores**  by  a  Tax  on  the  Polls 
«fc  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz. 

Two  Thousand  pounds  to  be  paid  by  the  20""  Dec'  W**  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  and  six  pr  cent  Lit'  ti-om  the  date, 
and  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  the  20"'  Dec'  1777,  and 
three  thousand  and  fifty  pounds  the  20""  Dec'  1778,  and  the  said 
Notes  shall  be  struck  by  Copper  plates,  to  be  graved  under  the 
fp.  79.]  direction  of  this  Congress,  for  the  several  sums  following, 
to  compleat  said  sum  of  Ten  thousand  &  fifty  Pounds,  viz.  Six 
Thousand  Pounds  in  forty  shilling  Notes,  Three  Thousand  Pounds 
in  Twenty  shilling  Notes,  nine  hundred  pounds  in  six  shilling 
notes,  and  one  hundi-ed  &  fifty  pounds  in  one  shilling  notes:  & 
the  form  of  said  Notes  shall  be  in  the  following  words  (with  such 
other  devices  ,is  inny  be  ordered  by  the  Congress,)  viz. 

Colony  of       i      y. 

NpwHampM  June  S'^  1775. 

The  possessors  of  tliis  Xote  shall  bo  entitled  to  Receive  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  this  Colony  the  sum  of  ...  .  shillings  Lawfull  money  on  the  20"' 
December  177  .  .  .  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  pr  Cent  pr  Annum, 
and  this  Note  shall  be  Received  in  all  payments  at  the  Treasury  at  any 
time,  after  this  date  hereof  for  the  principal  sum  without  Int'  if  so  paid 
before  the  said  20  day  of  December. 

N.  G. 

A.  D.  177 

E.  T. 
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And  the  Treasurer  or  Comtnittee  wlio  shall  number  the  same 
shall  till  the  blank  left  for  time  of  payment  on  a  number  of  Bills 
/sufficient  to  conipleat  4000  with  the  fi'^ure  6,  &  a  number  to  com- 
pleat  3000  with  th^;  tisjure  7,  &  tiie  remaimler  with  the  Horure  8, 
and  the  same  when  Bro'  unto  a**  Receiver  Gen'  «fc  [)ai(l  by  hira, 
shall  after  the  time  tix'd  for  paym',  be  burnt  to  ashes  in  y*  pres- 
ence of  the  Congress. 


;J0OO  '40s  13 

nooo 

3000  20s  is 

3000 

3000  63  ia 

900 

3000  U   is 

150 

10,050    L.  W. 
Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


June  10.     Met  according  to  adjourn  ment^ 

Voted  That  all  Bills  of  Credit  on  the  faith  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  have  a  free  currency  in  this  Colony  of  New 
Hampshire. 

[p.  80.]  Voted  That  the  President  of  the  Congress  be  impow- 
ewer'd  to  sign  any  papers  in  the  Recess  of  the  Congress  w*^**  'tis 
necessary  should  be  signed  by  him  as  President  &  in  particular 
the  Commissioners  to  all  officers  appointed  for  the  army  belonging 
to  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  one  months  wages  be  paid  to  all  the  officers  &  sol- 
diers in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that 
Prior  thereto  the  paymaster  admin'  to  each  of  the  s**  officers  & 
s  oldiers  the  oath  appointed  by  this  Congress. 

Voted  That  Geo.  Frost  Esq""  be  one  of  the  Committee  with 
Eben''  Thompson  Es(y.  instead  of  Col"  Nich"  Gihnan  to  procure 
the  Plates,  see  the  money  struck  otf,  signed  &  deliver'd  to  the 
Receiver  Gen^ 


Address  respect inff  lenitxj  to  Dehtom,  ijtc. 

This  Body  having  taken  into  cousideratioti  tlie  '^reat  sta<juation  of  trade 
and  the  difficulty  to  which  ttieir  constituents  are  reduced  by  the  unhappy 
dispute  with  Great  Britain  as  to  the  turninii  either  tlieir  Jie.al  or  personal 
Estates  into  Gash,  think  it  necessary  to  recommend  for  tlie  present  all  possi- 
ble lenity  &  forbearance  in  Creditors  towards  those  who  may  stand  indebted 
to  them,  anil  that  they  avoid  multiplyin-^  suits  at  Law  &  Especially  the  car- 
ryinq;  them  to  such  length  as  the  Levyina;  Execution  on  Real  Estate,  which 
must  in  this  case  (in  our  apprehension)  be  sold  much  below  their  Real  value. 
We  must  particularly  recommend  this  lenity  &  forbearance  in  Reference  to 
such  who  have  or  may  engage  as  officers  &  Soldiers  in  the  defence  of  the  in- 
vaded rights  &  Liberties  of  America;  and  we  further  recommend  to  Debtors 
all  possible  care  and  endeavor  to  discharge  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  all 
demands  upou  them. 

Adjourned  to  the  27"i  Inst. 
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COKRESPONDENCE. 


1 


XOTE   BY    THE    EDITOU. 

Before  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Congress  again,  at  Exeter,  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  occurred,  and  other  important  events  intervened,  which  are 
here  set  down  in  order.  The  letters  and  public  documents  which  follow  are 
mostly  copied  from  MS.  State  Papers,  Rev".  Vol.  I.,  pp.  229-259. 


[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol  1.,  p.  287.] 

In  Continental  Congress, 

Philadelphia,  June  10">  1775. 
Sill  — 

By  order  of  the  Congress  1  transmit  you  the  enclosed  resolutions  pass'd  by 
the  congress  this  morning.  The  necessity  of  the  present  emergency  require.* 
a  speedy  compliance  with  th(!  lirst  respecting  the  supply  of  powder  to  the 
army,  and  I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  nature  of  the  service  requires  it  to 
be  done  with  as  much  secrecy  as  possible.  If  there  are  any  supplies  of  pow- 
der to  be  purchased  in  your  Colony  you  will  readily  see  the  propriety  ot 
engaging  it  for  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army  and  informing  the  Gen- 
eral of  the  army  thereof,  as  well  as.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed   hum'''  servant 

John  Hancock,  President. 

I  am  also  Directed  by  the  Congress  to  Ketiuest  you  will  plea'ie  transmitt  to 
them  as  soon  as  may  be  an  Estimate  of  the  Powder,  Arms  &  Ammunition  in 
your  Colony  including  private  as  well  as  publick  stocks. 

Your  most  hum"  ser^ 

.loHN  Hancock.  President, 
To  the  Presid'  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Committee  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Hampshire. 


In  [Continental]  Congress,  June  10,  1775. 

The  Congress  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  Colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Rhode-Island,  and  Connecticut  and  the  internal  towns  of  Massachu- 
setts bay,  that  they  immediately  furnish  the  American  army  before  Boston 
with  as  much  powder  out  of  their  town  and  other  public  stocks,  as  they  can 
possibly  spare,  keeping  an  exact  account  of  the  quantities  supplyed  that  it 
may  be  iigain  replaced,  or  paid  for  by  the  Continent  —  this  to  be  ettected  with 
tl;e  utmost  secrecy  and  dispatch. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts in  the  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  bay,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  eastern  division  of  New  Jersey,  to  collect  all  the 
salt-Petre  and  Brimstone  in  their  several  towns  and  districts  and  transmit 
the  same  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  proviucial  Congress  of  New  York. 


1775.1  OORRESPONDEJ^CE.  ol8 

Tliat  it  be  recommendeil  to  the  Provinciil  Conjrresa  of  New  York  to  have 
the  powder  mil!«  in  thiit  Colony  put  into  such  a  condition  as  immediately  to 
manufacture  into  Powder  lor  liie  use  of  the  continent  whatever  materials 
may  be  procured  in  tlie  manner  above  directed. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Heveral  inhabitants  of  the  Colo- 
nies who  are  possessed  of  6alt  Petre  and  sulphur  tor  their  own  use,  to  dis- 
pose of  them  lor  the  purpose  of  m.uuifacturiny;  Gunpowder. 

Resolved,  That  the  Salt  Petre  and  sulphur  to  be  collected  inconsequence 
of  the  resolves  of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  b«  paid  Ibr  out  of  the  Conti- 
ueutal  fund. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

Cha«  Thompson,  Sec^' 

IMS.  State  Pap,  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  233.) 

Conway,  June  y«  10'"  1775. 

8lB  — 

Last  munday  we  had  a  town  meetinii,  a  coppy  of  the  same  will  be  shown 
you  by  Mr.  liurbank  one  of  our  Committee,  and  as  he  is  not  acquainted  with 
any  ot  the  Congress,  we  have  Reeomiuended  him  to  you.  and  hope  you  will 
Direct  and  assist  lam  in  the  business  he  is  sent  upon.  Sir,  it  is  needless  to 
mention  anything  concerning  our  situation  in  the  frontiers  of  this  Province, 
(or  it  is  well  known  to  you  and  most  part  of  those  gentlemen  appointed  and 
chose  tor  tlie  Congress;  but  although  we  are  at  such  a  distance  irom  you  we 
are  willing  to  do  everytliiiig  in  our  power  in  suport  of  the  common  cause,  but 
under  our  present  situation  we  are  neither  able  to  Defend  ourselves  or  assist 
you  if  there  should  be  occasion,  for  reasons  which  we  shall  mention:  In  the 
tirst  place  there  is  a  Number  of  on*  men  iniisted  and  .':on  into  the  service,  we 
think  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  from  this  town,  the  most  part  of  those  who  are 
lett  has  no  provisiv,n  to  suport  themselves  and  family,  but  what  they  must 
bring  from  some  seaport,  and  but  very  few  has  any  money  to  purchase;  and 
not  more  than  half  of  the  town  has  goot  any  arms;  anil  those  who  have  coot 
arms  has  scarcely  any  ammunition ;  therefore  as  Mr.  Burbank  and  myself  i.1 
apointed  to  make  aplication  tor  armes  and  ammunition  we  thought  as  you 
were  Chearman  to  make  our  first  aplication  to  you;  and  are  confident  you 
will  do  what  you  can  that  he  may  have  such  warlike  stores  as  he  wants,  if 
they  are  to  be  had,  or  to  assist  and  advise  him  what  steps  to  take  so  that  he 
may  be  provided;  and  that  h.e  may  be  Dispatched  back  as  soon  as  possible; 
tor  we  have  Reason  to  be  suspicious  of  the  Indians,  and  were  we  able  would 
keep  a  scout  in  the  woods  Daily  to  Discover  their  motions;  but  without  the 
assistance  of  the  Province,  of  our  selves  we  are  not  able;  for  there  is  so 
many  of  our  young  men  iniisted  that  all  the  men  that  are  left  is  not  sufficient, 
to  carry  on  our  farming;  Theretbre  we  shall  be  under  a  necessity  of  asking 
or  petitioning  the  Congress  for  some  men  to  be  employed  as  a  scouting  party 
to  guard  this  Quarter  of  the  frontiers  but  we  are  afread  these  matters  will  be 
ommitted  untill  it  is  too  late:  We  shall  esteem  it  as  a  favor  if  the  Congress 
will  give  us  Directions  what  to  do  or  what  steps  to  take  fbr  we  are  fully 
Detertuined  to  adhear  strickly  to  all  orders  that  may  come  from  the  Congress. 
We  expected  to  been  called  upon  to  send  a  member  to  the  Congress  but  sup- 
pose our  being  at  such  a  distance  caused  us  to  be  forgot.  I  shall  come  down 
as  soon  as  liurbank  returns.  Any  armes  or  ammunition  that  we  want  we 
are  ready  to  make  over  our  Estates  fbr  security ;  but  as  to  money  at  present 
we  have  none.  In  hopes  Sir  you  will  direct  and  assist  us  all  you  can.  I  sub- 
scribe myselte 

your  most  obedient  Humble 

Serv',  by  order. 

And*  McMiLLAJj,. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  town 

and  Committee, 

To  Col.  Matthew  Thornton. 
33 
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An  exact  Liste  of  aU  the  Men  in   Conway  that  is  able  to  Bear 
amis  from  Sixteen  and  upwards,  June  ye  10,  1775. 

[Copied  from  RevoU'  Papers  in  Sec3*  otBce,  p.  267.] 


Capt.  David  Page 
Liput.  J  limes  Osgood 
Ens"  Joshua  Heath 
Benjamin  Osgood 
Thomas  Merrill,  jun. 
John  Wehster 
William  Knox 
W.    Ezackel  Walker 
W.    Amo8  Thomson 
Joseph  Colbie 
Enoch  Webster 
Eben''  Burbank 
W.    William  Abott 
Josiah  Dollife 
William  Dollife 
John  Dollife,  jun. 
Joseph  Odell 
Jonathan  Cochran 
Eben*^  Varuum 
John  Ares 
Benj*  Heath 
Phillipe  Page 
John  Osgood 
.Joshua  Killey 
Jedediah  Spring 
W.   Seath  Spring 
Thomas  Spring 
Jeramiah  Page 
John  Willson 
W.   Samuel  Willson 
W.   Isaac  Saltuiarsh 
Jeramiah  Farington 
W.    Eben^  Smith 
W.    Chestefer  Hountos 
•lames  Hountos 
Robert  Heard 
James  Heard 
W.   Samuel  Thomson 
Joseph  Hull 
Timothy  \V  ;   -r,  jun 
W.    Benjamin  Crokett 


Benjamin  Varnum 
Thomas  Russell 
Amos  Merall 
Enocli  Merall 
Joah  Abott 
Lenard  Heramau 
William  Whett 
Antony  Emery 
Joseph  Thomson 
Samuel  Kendall 
James  Prence 
Abiathar  Esteman 
Florince  McAuley 
Noah  Estman 
Samuel  Springer 
W.    William  Mereil 
Daniel  Peabody 
Thomas  King 
Archebald  Sterling. 
Joseph  Loves  ?=61. 

The  Alarm  List  men. 

Col.  MacMullen,  Esq' 
Thomas  Merall,  Esq' 
Thomas  Chatbun  Esq"^ 
Byell  Lovejov,  Esq"^ 
Capt.  Timothy  Walker 
Lieut.  Hugh  Sterling 
Lieut.  Nathaniel  Smath 
John  Dolifo 
Lenard  Heaiman 
Abraham  Colbie 

Invelid9=10 

Total  number.  61 

10 


A  true  list. 


71 
David  Page. 


You  will  find  W.  at  the  beginning  of 
^Tery  name  that  is  Goun  to  the  Ware. 


Letter  from   Capt.  Zaccheus   CJough. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  2:^.] 

Gentlemen  — 

When  I  took  orders  to  inlist  a  Company  for  the  service  of  this  Province,  I 
was  in  a  poor  st:ite  of  Health,  and  having  a  Dt^.sirc  to  i-xert  myself  to  y^  ut- 
most in  the  cause  of  my  injured  Country,  was  determin  id,  if  possible,  to  go 
in  Defence  of  y«  sara^^;  but  Divine  Providence  has  so  ordered  it,  that  it  is  not 
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in  my  Power  w  pul  y"  Resolves  of  my  will  into  Execution,  (or  my  Indisposi- 
tion has  increased  upon  m<i  to  y'  Degree  that  it  has  reiulered  it  impossible; 
theretore  I  conclude  you  will  readily  excuse  roe. 


Poplin,  Juno  y*^  12""  1775. 
To  the  Committ.'e  of  Safety. 


ZAccn"  Clodoh. 


Committee  of  Safety/  at  Henniktr. , 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Kcv°.  Vol.  I.,  p.  249.) 

Henniker,  June  y«  12"'  1775. 
The  Resolves  of  the  ("ommitU'e  met  to  discourse  Joseph  Kimball,  Esquire, 
«;oncernin:4  his  political  principals  in  the  dispute  betwixt  Britain  and  this 
North  America,  accusations  brought  are  as  follows:  viz.  The  s'^  Kimball 
did  say  that  he  did  not.  blame  General  Gage  for  i-oming  into  this  North 
America,  But  did  not  Justify  or  approve  of  his  evil  conduct  since  he  had 
been  in  y'^'  Country.  Further  the  s'  Kimball  is  for  keeping  up  Civil  Au- 
thority. Further  the  s''  Kimball  being  accused  of  speaking  favourable  of 
Governor  Wcntworth;  But  discoursing  the  CommiUee  beiore  the  body  of 
the  People  ;,nd  finding  the  people  disaffected,  the  s"  Kimball  saith  he  is  sorry 
that  the  People  are  uneasy  with  him,  and  that  he  is  sorry  if  he  hath  given 
any  provocittion  of  offence.  But  means  to  do  all  so  tar  as  lies  in  his  power 
to  Propegate  y''  liberty  cause. 

And  we  the  s*^  committee  of  Safety  do  Receive  y*^  said  Kimball  as  a  friend 
to  the  eonimou  cause. 

Jonas  Bowman 
Aakox  Adams 
JosKPii  Lewis 
William  Powkbh. 
A  true  coppy  t.iken  !r<>m  the  original. 


(r^)pied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  I.,  p.  239.] 

In  <^nimittec  of  Saf«rty,  Exeter  June  13"^  1776. 
GK^^^^  — 

By  a  Gent^  ot  undouhtod  veracity  (who  Ictt  Bnr^toii  last  Friday  <fe  wiio  had 
frequent  oppoi-**  oi'  conversing  with  y  piinciple  ot!i('<  rs  in  Gen'  (Jaire's  array) 
we  are  iniormed  tiiat  there  is  a  i,reat  pioiialiilily  tiial  whiu  the  expected 
reiniorceni*  lit  arnv<;<  from  Knu.pe  tli;a  Gtn'  (iage  will  secure  some  advimla- 
geous  Posts  near  B(  v^tou,  viz.  Don  !:<  ster  &  C'harle.stown.  We  are  uuac- 
(juainled  with  the  imporlanre  of  those  posts,  but  if  this  hint  sho'd  be  in  any 
degree  useiul!  it  will  giv.-  us  pi(:;isur>.'. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  >'• 
Commiltef  ot  Cambridge. 

Jun<-  i:i"'  1775. 

[Copied  \na\\  MS.  .*'l;  tc  I'.ip.  IJev",  Vol.  1.,  p.  241. | 

In  Provincial  Congre.^s,  Wateilown,  June  13,  1775. 
To  flic  Ucv'hU;  J'rovivcial  CvvfjUf^s  <</  Ario  Uuiupahirt —  * 

Gkntlkmkn  — Considering  the  exposed  state  ot  the  Frontiers  of  some  of 
tlie  Colonies,  the  Danuer  th.it  the  Inbal.itanls  of  Canada  may  possibly  have 
disagreeable  apprehensions  from  the  military  Prepar.itions  niawing  in  several 
of  the  other  Colonies,  and  the  Itumours  that  tlun- are  some  appearances  of 
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their  getting  themselves  in  readiness  to  act  in  a  hostile  way,  this  Congress 
have  made  application  to  the  Hon'''  Continental  Congress,  desiring  thera  to 
take  such  nieiisures  as  to  them  shall  appear  proper  to  quiet  and  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  Canadians,  and  to  prevent  such  alarming  apprehensions.  We 
have  also  had  the  most  disagreeable  accounts  ot  methods  taken  to  fill  the 
minds  of  the  Indians  Tribes  adjacent  to  those  Colonies,  with  sentiments  very 
injurious  to  us;  particularly  we  have  been  informed  that  Coll.  Guy  Johnson 
has  tivken  great  Pains  with  the  Six  Nations  in  order  to  bring  tiiem  into  a 
Belief,  that  it  is  design'd  by  the  Colonies  to  fall  upon  thera  andcut  them  off. 
We  have  therelore  desired  the  Hon''*  Continental  Congress  that  they  wou'd 
with  ail  convenient  speed  use  their  influence  in  guarding  against  the  evil 
intended  by  this  malevolent  misrepreseutatiou  and  we  desire  you  to  join  with 
OS  in  such  application. 

Indorsed  —  "  Letter  from  Congress 
in  Watertown,  June  13,  1775." 


Reply  to  application  for  aid  from  Conway. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  243.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Exeter,  June  li"",  1775. 
Genfn. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  we  have  agreed  to  spare  you  25  Pound* 
of  Powder  out  of  our  small  stock  whicli  is  all  we  can  possibly  spare  at  present: 
have  advised  Mr.  Burbank  to  purchase  Lead  as  we  suppose  he  will  be  able  to- 
procure  that  article  without  any  difficulty;  as  for  arms  it  is  «)ut  of  oar  power 
to  supply  you,  nor  do  we  think  they  are  to  be  had  in  the  Province.  If  the 
Indians  sho'd  have  any  ilesign  to  trouble  our  frontier,  we  flatter  ourselves  we 
shall  have  such  notice  of  their  desi'Jins  as  to  be  able  to  guard  ourselves  iigainst 
them.  We  have  determined  to  employ  3  companies  at  present  on  the  Fron- 
tiers for  the  purposes  of  observation,  wiiich  will,  we  suppose,  both  afford  you 
necessary  information  and  security  tor  the  present. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  it  was  merely  an  oversight  (unless  as  we  rather 
suppose  the  Letter  faird)  that  your  Towa  was  not  desired  to  send  a  delegate 
to  the  Congress.  If  you  think  proper  we  think  it  quite  suitable  that  you 
chuse  some  person  or  persons  to  represent  you  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Congress,  which  will  be  the  27"'  of  this  month.  We  have  enclosed  a  copy  of 
the  Letter  on  which  the  above  Towns  have  acted. 

Indorsed  "  Copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Conway,  14*  June,  1775." 


Col.  James  ReeiVs  Reyimental  Orders. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  L,  p.  254.] 

Charlestown,  June  the  14,  1775. 

REGIMENTAL    ORDER3. 

1***.  That  each  Capt.  or  Commanding  officer  of  each  company  Immediately 
make  a  Triie  Return  of  all  the  men  they  and  their  Recruitmg  officers  have 
inlisted  according  to  a  form  given  them  by  the  Adjutants. 

2'y  That  each  officer  see  that  there  Companys  are  a  quipt  with  ten  Rounds 
at  lest  of  Powder  and  Ball  and  that  there  Fierlocks  are  kept  in  good  order  at 
all  Times  and  give  there  men  spechal  orders  not  to  fire  a  gun  on  any  account 
whatever  uule&s  Besett  by  the  enemy. 
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3'y  That  each  Comander  of  a  Company  imbody  all  his  Company  that  are 
■of  from  Duty  Twice  a  day  to  Exercise  them  in  the  best  maaar  for  Laming 
the  arts  of  War. 

4'>'  niat  eacli  oflBcer  give  bpechal  orders  to  these  soldiers  that  they  do  no 
Daraag  to  any  of  the  Houses  where  they  are  Quartered  or  to  any  Garden  or 
Grass  in  any  parts  of  this  Town  on  pain  of  being  punished  according  to  the 
ofence. 

S'y  That  no  soldier  be  allowed  to  strool  from  his  Company  or  pass  from 
his  incampment  to  Charleetown  Ferrey  or  to  any  other  incampment  without 
leve  from  there  officers. 

G^y  That  each  Comandin?  officer  of  each  Company  cause  the  Kules  and 
Regulations  for  the  army  to  be  Read  at  the  Hed  of  the  Respective  Companys 
fourthwith  and  it  is  expected  that  all  officei-s  uud  soldiers  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

T'y  That  the  Officers  see  that  the  men  and  Barracks  are  kept  clean. 

&y  That  there  be  a  Garde  praded  this  atlernoon  at  6  o'clock,  of  the  same 
Number  of  officers  and  soldiers  that  are  now  on  Garde  to  Releve  Capt.  Whit- 
comb  and  his  party  and  that  the  Adjutant  and  orderly  Sargants  keep  a  good 
Roster  so  that  neither  officer  or  soldier  be  called  upon  for  duty  out  of  there 
proper  Turn. 

9^  That  tliere  be  no  Noyse  in  Camp  atler  nine  o'clock  at  Knight  but  all  to 
Repair  to  their  Logens  or  Barraks. 

lO'y  That  Ephraim  Stone  is  apointed  Quarter  master  serjant  untill  further 
orders. 

Jameh  Reed,  Coll. 


A  Return  June  ye  14th,  1775,  of   Coll.  Heed's  Mey't. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  262.] 


Effective  Hen  jit  for  Duty. 


Ku(:;iin)>oiJ  .at  ("harleetowu. 


-^r 


<'iO\.  James  Ilce<l 

Lt.  Col.  Oilman 

Major  Hale..   

Capt.  Jacob  Hind 

Oajit.  Joeiah  Crosby. . . . 
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[Copied  firoin  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  258.] 

Charlestown  in  the  Masaachnsetts, 
June  the  IS""  1775. 

To  the  Honrable  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter  — 

Sirs  —  I  baa;  Leve  to  inform  this  Body  of  my  proseedings  in  the  Bisness  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  interested  with  in  this  DificultDay:  Gentlemen,  on 
the  2^  day  of  this  Instant  June  I  received  verbal  orders  from  General  Fuisom 
at  Exeter  to  repair  to  the  westward  parte  of  tlie  province  of  New  Hampshire 
and  to  colect  a  Number  of  men  [  had  there  in  Listed  as  volunteears  for  the 
Defence  of  tlje  Libertys  of  Araarica  and  in  tlie  service  of  said  province  and 
cause  all  abel  Boded  Effective  men  well  a  quipt  to  march  to  Carabridiie  and 
there  to  put  myself  and  men  under  the  Comand  of  General  Ward  untiil  fur- 
ther order,  in  obedance  of  which  I  imediately  persued  my  orders  and  notified 
the  men,  and  Like  wise  I  aquanted  the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns  the  vote  of 
Congress  in  Regards  of  furnishing  the  men  Blanketts  notwithstanding  what 
thay  and  I  could  do  in  that  afair  iny  officers  was  a  Blidged  to  leve  a  number 
of  inlisted  men  behind  liS  you  will  see  by  there  Return  herewith  inclosed. 
(M  the  12''>  of  Jiine  I  arived  at  Cambridge  there  wated  on  General  Ward  he 
inform'd  me  that  Cambridge  was  so  thronged  with  soldiers  that  he  had  given 
orders  for  Captins  Spaldwin,  Walker  and  Crosby  to  marcii  to  Metlford  then  I 
Hepaird  to  Me<lford  and  there  1  met  with  ('apt.  Hinds,  Whiteumbe,  Town. 
Hutchins,  Man,  Marcy  and  Thomas. 

\Vhilciimbe  and  Thomas  J  look  out  ot  Coll.  Stark.>  Regiment  lor  the  2 
Companys  that  was  asigned  me  —  then  I  was  intbrmed  by  Coll.  Stark  that 
Medford  was  so  full  of  soldiers  that  it  was  Necessary  lor  sum  to  take  some 
other  Quarters  —  then  I  aplayed  myself  to  General  Ward  and  there  Receivd 
orders  in  these  words  : 

"Head  Quarters  June  the  12"^,  1775. 
Gknekal  OkukU':*  —  That  Coil.  Heed  quarter  his  Regiment  in  the  house* 
near  Charlestown  Neck  and  kerp  all  necessary  Guards  between  his  Barrack* 
and  the  Ferry  and  on  Bunker  Hill.     Signed  J.  Ward,  Sectary." 

A  copy  pr  James  Reed. 

Tbeu  Sirs  on  Llio  1;),  1  marched  my  Regiment  from  iMedlbrd  to  Charlestown 
neck  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Turfts  one  of  the  selectmen  of  (Jharlea- 
town  I  got  my  men  into  good  Barracks  and  then  rased  my  gard  consisting  of 
1  Capt.  2  Luts.  4  sergeants  4  corporals  and  40  privates.  This  eanded  the  IS* 
day  of  June. 

I  Bag  leve  to  inform  that  we  are  in  grate  want  of  an  Anner  f  am!  chaplin 
There  is  Doctor  Abner  Barker  with  us  taking  Cair  of  our  sick  but  hath  no 
medeson  oneiy  by  applying  to  Head  Quarters,  be  is  a  man  that  hath  been 
aquainted  with  fhe  Bisness  of  an  Armeryl  xwA  he  hath  had  the  smal  pox 
and  seems  to  be  very  coiud  and  helpful  and  is  willing  to  Tarey  if  Desiretl. 

Gentelmeu  you  see  what  paper  we  are  oMigd  to  use  and  no  bater  is  to  ba 
got  here  therefore  1  Bag  tliat  there  might  be  a  Regimental  Book  provided  and 
sent  and  an  orderly  Book  for  '^aeh  Company.  I  am  <Tentelmen  your  obliged 
servant  (1). 

J.  Reki). 

(1)  A  copy  (if  tliLt  It.'ttur  in  tomid  in  AniiT.  .i.i-.  \  Sur.,  VDl.  II.,  p.  100'.;  hut  il  dilieiM  from 
fhe  nrigitiiil  in  tat;  siielliiig  of  sm-oral  words,  and  in  oinittiiiir  wholly  the  last  piiragiapb. 
The  word  Amur,  for  exainple,  wliich  is  I'lairdy  written,  is  c:UI(;d  "afKithecary,"  ;irid  >»)  also 
id  tho  word  Anrn-y.  It  apix-.-irK  from  tin:  sutijoiiied  letter  writt(>n  by  Lt.  <a1.  Gilmau,  that 
OoII.  Uecd  wimtod  mi  .lrrw>r,  i.  e.,  :l  man  \^'ho  imd(>rstoo(|  tlip  ni;ikiii2  and  Uoi^piiiir  arinn  in 
repair.     Hn  iIkh  wuntcd  ,i,  Murji'^on.  —  Ki>. 
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CHABLE8TOWN,  June  the  15"*,  1775. 

Regimental  Orders  —  The  main  Gard  this  day  is  to  consist  of  one 
Capt  2  Luts.  4  sergeants  4  corporals  and  50  privets.  The  Capt  of  the  main 
Gard  is  to  keep  a  trusty  Serjeant  with  the  Senterys  in  the  Street  below  the 
Gard  house  to  examin  all  pasangers  Let  none  pars  without  shoing  proper 
pases  in  the  Day  time  and  none  to  pass  after  Nine  o'clock  at  Knight  without 
giving  the  counter  sine  and  no  Sentrey  is  to  set  down  on  iiis  post  and  when 
any  Held  officer  pases  them  to  stand  with  their  firelocks  Rt-sted  no  soldier  to 
swim  in  the  water  on  the  Sabath  day  nor  on  any  other  Day  to  stay  in  th« 
water  Longer  than  is  nesasarey  to  wash  themselves. 

Signed  James  Rked.  Coll. 


Letter  from  Lt.  Col.  Israel  Gilinan. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap,,  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  2bl.| 

Gent.  Charlestown,  June  the  Iti"',  1775. 

I  take  tills  opportunity  to  intbrm  you  of  the  State  of  ColW  Reads  Ridgiment 
now  at  Charlestown  —  the  Redgement  is  full  offis^i;  the  solgrey  will  appear 
by  the  Return;  there  is  a  good  harmony  in  said  Ridgment,  a  chaplin,  surgen 
&  armoi  is  very  much  wanting  in  said  Ridgement.  Gent"  I  am  with  respect 
youi"  most  ol)ed'  ifec. 

Israel  Gilmaw. 

P.  S.     It  is  a  still  time  with  the  Regular  troops  at  present,  we  expect  they 
will  make  a  push  for  Bunkers  Hill  or  Dorchester  neck  very  soon. 
To  the  Hon'''e  the  Committer  of  Safetv. 


In  Committee  of  Satety.  Exeter.  June  1«"^  1775. 

To  Mr.  MoscH  Einemon,  t'ommissary. 

Sir  —  You  are  Desired  to  Repair  to  Cambridge  on  Tuesday  next  to  Receive 
from  the  Committee  of  Supplies  &  Distribute  the  Provisions  to  our  men 
there,  &  at  Medford  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  Dealt  out  to  the  otiier 
men  in  the  .irmy. 


liotioii.i  a.-i  stated  by  the  (Jolouy  of  Ma.'mavhusettti^  1770. 
[Copiftil  from  I'rov.  A  Rev-v  Papers  in  Sec^*  office,  p.  143.  | 

In  I'ruvincial  Congn-ss,  Watertown  June  lU"'  1775. 

Resolved,  That  each  >olditr  in  the  Massachusetts  army  shall  have  the  fol- 
lowing allowance  per  day  viz. 

Article  1.   One  pound  of  Bread. 

2.  Half  a  pound  of  Be«!"  and  half  a  pound  of  Pork,  iuid  if  Pork  cannot  be 
had  one  pound  and  a  qu.irter  of  Beef,  and  one  day  in  seven  they  shall  hay*? 
one  pound  and  dmo  <juarter  of  Salt  tish  instead  of  one  pound  of  meat. 

S.   One  pint  of  milk,  or  if  milk  cannot  l)e  had  one  Jill  of  Rife. 

4.  Onu  i^uart  of  good  spriiei-  or  Malt  Bet-r. 

5.  One  jill  Pease  or  Beans,  (T  other  Sauce  equivalent, 
d.    Six  ounces  good  butler  \>i  week. 

7.   One  pound  good  common  soap  for  six  meu  per  week. 
M.    Half  a  pint  vinesar  pei'  wft-k  per  man.  if  it  can  be  had. 
(copy)  JosKPH  Wakkk.n,  Prcs'. 

Attest  Samuel  Freeman,  Sec>'. 
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Letter  from   Col.  Josiah  £atktt,  Esq. 
(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  263.] 

Kingston,  June  18*,  1775. 
Sib  — 

This  moment  one  Mr.  Moretone  has  come  Express  from  Cambridge,  ha« 
Brought  a  Letter  from  the  Continental  to  our  Congress  which  I  shall  send  to 
the  President.  He  came  from  thence  last  evening,  has  Rode  all  night  &  in- 
forms that  the  Regulars  came  out  of  Boston  yesterday  to  Charlestown  &  had 
Beguu  an  Enzageraent.  tliat  he  is  well  assured  that  Charlestown  is  Burnt  & 
that  our  people  were  tlocking  Down  all  last  night  to  the  Army.  I  shall  send 
to  the  President  to  be  at  Exeter  to  morrow  morning.  Desire  that  the  Rest 
of  the  Commitiee  be  notified.  Your  prudence  will  Direct  you  about  march- 
ins  our  men.     In  great  ha^te 


I  am,  &c. 


To  General  Folsom.  Exeter. 


Josiah  Babtlktt. 


Note. 


[On  the  back  of  Col.  Bartlett's  letter,  but  in  a  different  hand,  waj.  written 
the  following; — Ed.] 


"  Copy  sent  to 
Dr.  Thompson 
CapL  Whipple 
Capt.  Moulton 
Cor  M''^^  Duffee 

Comittee  of  Safety 
Xewh^  Port. 


Orders  sent  to 
Majr  Cilley 
Cap  Elkius 
Cap  Rowe 
Cap  Clough 
Cap  Adams 
Cap  Titcomb 
Cap  Gilraan 
Cap  Wentworth 
Cap  Tiiton 
Cap  Norris 

Jtme  18*  1775. 

U  o'clock.  A.  M.'' 


To  march 
their  men 
without  lo8« 
of  time  to 
Cambridge 
to  join  the 
Armv. 


Letter  from  Beiij.  trreenleaf  Ksq. 

I  Copied  from  >rs.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  265.] 

June  IS.  1  (/clock,  r.  si. 
Sr  — 

I  have  just  seen  a  Gontlem  m  trora  Carabridcre  who  says  that  yesterday  al>' 
3  o'clock  attt-moon  a  large  Body  of  regular  Troops  landed  at  Charlestown, 
backside  of  Bunk'  Hill  with  artillery  «S:c.,  drove  our  Men  from  the  Top  of  the 
hill,  where  tliey.  that  is,  our  men.  had  begun  to  entrench,  that  a  reinforce- 
ment wa-s  sent  from  Cambridge,  that  they  wore  attempting:  last  evening  to 
gain  the  hill  again,  that  there  was  a  very  smart  firing  ail  the  evening  —  that 
Charlestown  is  burnt  to  the  ground.  These  are  all  particulars  that  we  have 
as  yet     I  am  in  Jiaj>te 

Sr.  your  mo«'t  hum''  .servant 

B.  Gkf;km,eaf. 
To  (Jen'  Kol.«om. 
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Letter  from  Massachusetts  Congress. 

I  Copied  from  MS.  SUte  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  267.) 

Chamber  of  Supplies,  Watertown  18*  June,  IT75. 
Gentlemen  — 

Aeroeable  to  an  order  of  the  Congress  of  tliis  Colony,  we  inclose  to  the 
Hon"'  Congre.-«8  of  your  Colony  several  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congreea 
and  desire  that  what  Powder  can  be  spared  may  be  sent  to  this  place  with 
all  possible  Dispatch.  The  Demaml  for  this  article  is  j^reat  &,  we  assure 
ourselves  that  our  sister  Colony  of  Rhode  Island?  will  not  tail  to  send  us  ail 
the  Relief  in  their  power  since  a  failure  herein  may  be  very  fatal  to  a  valuable 
u-my. 

Wo  presume  that  you  have  heanl  of  the  Devastation  made  by  our  saviige 
xdvorsaries,  In  consequence  of  tiie  N.  E.  army's  iKivins:  ou  Friilay  nii^ht  last 
taken  possession  of  Bunkers  Hill  in  Charlestown,  tliey  be^jan  a  iStrong  Fire 
on  Satur  !ay  morns  from  the  Lively  &  the  Batteries  in  Boston  &  at  noon 
brouvrlit  into  Charleiitown  River  tliree  ships  of  tlie  Line  and  landed  about 
.7100  Troops  uudor  cover  of  tiie  ships;  in  cunsequence  of  this  a  warm  engage- 
ment Ensu'd  &  ihe  N.  E.  Force.*),  unprovided  by  the  shortness  of  the  Time 
for  such  an  attack,  left  the  Post,  &  Repair'd  to  Cambridge;  the  killed  & 
wounded  are  not  yet  ascertained ;  but  we  have  reason  to  think  that  the  Ene- 
my's loss  is  fully  equal  to  lliat  of  our  forces.  Charl<-stown  was  put  in  riame» 
by  the  enemy,  &  of  the  whole  Town  there  is  nothing  to  be  seen,  but  the 
Ruinous  Monuments  of  Cruelty.  We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  a  Further 
Engagement  &  depend  on  God  and  the  Justice  of  our  cause  for  supporting 
tlie  same.     We  are  Gentlemen  very  Respectlully 

your  most  obed'  serv' 

David  Chkkvbk. 
Honorable  provincial  Coni^res-n 
of  New  Hampshire. 


A/iswer  to  the  foregoing  Letter. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev^,  Vol.  L,  p.  289.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety.  Exeter  June  19"^,  1775. 

<iKNT  — 

The  Congress  of  this  Colony  being  under  adjournment,  we  have  taken  into 
consideration  yours  of  yesterday,  and  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  this  t'olony  to  Mtlbrd  you  any  considerable  ajssistance  in  the 
article  of  powder.  In  consequt'uce  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress wliich  we  Received  yesterday  by  Express,  we  have  this  morning  sent 
off  six  ct.  weight  out  of  our  small  stock  winch  we  hope  will  come  safe  to 
hand,  and  have  now  Resolved  to  send  1000  weic;ht  more  with  all  possible 
Despatch.  We  have  Receiv'd  by  Report  an  imperfect  account  of  the  Engage- 
ment of  the  17''^  Inst,  and  of  the  Devastations  made  by  the  enemies  of 
America.  We  greatly  Regret  the  loss  of  Dr.  Warren  of  your  Colony  as  well 
as  of  Major  McClary  of  ours,  who  with  others  we  are  informed  fell  in  the 
enviagement.  As  we  are  engas^ed  in  a  just  cnuse,  we  hope  &,  trust  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  of  ail  Events  will  support  us  in  our  present  content  &  that  our 
Liberty  &  Privileges  will  be  finally  csUvblished  on  a  solid  foundation. 

To  the  Committee  of  Supplies. 
Watertown,  June  19,  177r). 
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Letter  from  James  McGregore. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vo).  I.,  p.  299.] 

Medford,  W^  of  June.  177.5. 
SiK  — 

I  arrived  Here  iu  the  morniag  at  six  oelook  and  the  commanding  officer* 
oii  our  New  hampshire  Regiments  compiain'd  that  they  had  a  great  Number 
of  wounded  «fe  sick  men  and  No  Medicine  to  Do  them  any  service.  I  imedi- 
ately  went  to  the  Committe  of  supplys  at  Watertowu  and  inform' d  them  of 
our  Distress'd  scituation.  Tliey  inform'd  me  that  they  had  no  Medicines  to 
to  spare,  but  upon  such  a  Representation  as  1  made  to  them  they  Lent 
the  Government  of  New  hampsliirc  one  of  their  own  (Jhestes  of  medicine 
and  expect  they  will  Replace  them  as  soon  as  possible,  and  if  there  is  any 
more  Medicines  to  spare  in  our  Collony  than  will  be  judgM  sufficient  for 
our  own  use  they  wou'd  Beg  you  wou'd  let  them  have  them,  as  tliey  expect 
they  will  be  scarce. 

As  to  finding  p"ovision  tor  our  men,  I  spoke  with  the  Committe  nf  Supply* 
and  they  tt>l';  •  '  that  they  wnu'd  Not  ior  the  present  let  uur  people  suffer  for 
want  of  prt/Vi-iUi.  but  wou'd  be  glad  we  wouM  Look  out  tor  our  selves  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  have  Not  .as  yet  spoke  with  Mr.  Trumbul  and  I  believe  it 
scarcely  worth  wiiile  Relative  to  provision  as  I  think  liis  terms  is  too  high, — 
1  shall  tarry  here  uiitill  I  can  hear  from  you  and  hope  you  will  send  some  one 
of  y«  Comtf  of  supplys  with  cash  .as  soon  as  possible  it  can  be  Ready,  .as  I  am 
sensible  it  will  be  saving  to  any  person  that  goes  to  Conecticut  to  have  Cash 
with  them.  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  for  y'^  comfortable  support  o\ 
our  men  untill  I  hear  from  you,  w*^*^  I  pray  may  be  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  sir.  with  proper  Regard  to  y«  Com  it''  of  safety. 

Your  &  their  Hum'"  ser' 

Jamks  McGhkgokk. 


Lttttr  froiH  Col.  John  ^tark  —  Battle  at  Hunker  HIU. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  :-]01.] 

Medlbrd.  June  19'".  1775. 

SlK  — 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  by  Colonel  Holland  to  nive  you  some  particulai' 
information  of  an  Engagement  in  Battle,  which  happened  on  the  17"^  Inst, 
between  the  British  Troops  and  the  Americans.  On  the  Iti"'  Ins'  at  evening 
a  detachment  (1)  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  marched  by  the  (r«-neral'.* 
order,  to  make  an  entrenchment  on  a  hill  in  Charlestown,  called  Charlestown 
hill,  near  Boston,  where  they  entrench'd  that  night  without  interruption; 
but  were  attacked  on  the  17"'  in  the  morning  by  the  ;<liipping  in  Charlestown 
River  and  Batteries  in  Boston,  very  warmly;  upon  which  I  was  required  by 
the  General  to  send  a  party  consisting  of  200  men,  with  c/fficers,  to  their 
assistance;  which  order  I  readily  ol)ey'd  and  appointed  and  sent  Col°  Wy- 
man  Comniantler  of  the  same  —  and  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  express 
orders  came  for  the  whole  of  my  regirafut  to  proceed  to  Charlestown  to 
oppose  the  enemy  who  were  lauding  on  Charlestown  point.  Accordingly  Wfe 
proceeded,  and  the  Battle  soon  came  on,  in  which  a  Number  ot  otBcers  be- 
longing to  my  Regiment  were  killed,  and  many  pi'ivates  kill'^d  and  wounded. 

The  officei-s  who  suffered  were 

Major  McClary.       by  a  cannon  ball. 
Capt   Baldwin  A  (  ,  .  „ 

Lieut.  Scott  )    - 
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The  whole  number  including  officers  wiio  were  killed  and  missins  15 

Those  who  were  wounded 46- 

Kiil'd,  wounded  and  missing rtO 

By  Col"  Reed's  desire  I  transmit  the  account  of  the  sufferers  of  his 
Itegtm'  who  were  in  Battle. 

Killed S 

Wounded 20 

Missins; 1 

In  both  Regiments  are 98- 

But  we  remain  in  good  spirits  as  yet,  bein'^  well  satisfied  that  where  we 
have  lost  one,  they  lost  three.  I  would  take  it  as  a  favour  if  the  Committee 
of  Safety  would  immediately  recommend  to  the  several  Towns  and  Parishes 
in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  the  necessity  of  their  stoppin'.!  and  send- 
ing back  all  the  soldiers  (belonging  to  the  New  Hampshire  forces  stationed  at 
Medford)  that  they  may  iind  from  the  Army  not  having  a  turlow  from  the 
Commanding  officer. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Yours  and  the  country's  to  serve  in 

the  Common  cause, 

Jou!f  Staijk. 
The  Honourahk-  Matthew  Thornton  Esq. 

President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Exeter 

New  Hampshire. 


Letter  from  Job  /iradford,  ahoiit  Bunker  Hill  fifjht. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  293. | 

Hingam,  ye  19"'  of  June.  1775. 
Coll.  B.  Lixcoln  — 

Yesterday  I  came  out  of  Boston,  at  2  o'clock,  a.  m.  I  heard  the  officers  <t 
souldiers  say  that  they  were  sure  that  they  had  a  Thousand  or  more  men 
killed  or  wounded,  that  they  were  a  carrying  the  wounded  men  from  4  o'clock 
on  Saturday  untill  I  came  away.  Ceneral  How  commanded  y*^  Troops. 
They  buried  their  Dead  at  Charlestown.  Among  tlie  Dead  was  Major  Pit- 
cairn  ( 1 ) ;  a  great  many  other  officers  are  Dead.  There  was  live  thousand 
souldiers  went  from  Boston.  The  souldiers  and  officers  exult  very  much 
upon  takinii  our  lines. 

JOH    BlSAUFOUD. 


ICopied  from  MS.  SUte  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  207.1 

Portsm",  June  lO""  1775.  (2) 
SlB  — 

I  have  procured  &,  .-x-ut  pr  Mr.  Young  ab'  4  1-0  Reams  of  the  iiest  Paper  I 
could  get  in  Town.  Col"  Boyd's  is  very  mean  will  not  answer  the  purpose.  I 
am  hurrying  the  workmen  upon  the  Tents  &  ball.  I  liave  engaged  ab'  3  tons 
of  Brimstone,  but  very  little  Salt  Petre  in  Town.  I  shall  'sceuri'  ;ill  I  can  & 
shall  spiid  up  -^ome  tents  &  ball  tomorrow. 

I  am  Sir  in  great  haste. 

Your  most  humb.  serv' 

Sa.ML.    CuTTrt. 

(1>   Seu  Lcitcr  li'om  Goii.  Wasliiu^tou,  with  list  of  lirltiHli  offli;era  killed  and  wounded,  ii» 
Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  H.,  p.  1660.  — Ed. 

(•i>  Written  rn  ('  >mt  v^  of  <?  if-tv  ;if.  KK"t'-i-  in  imswor  to  :in  onlor  I'tr  10  lii-inis.  —  Ki>. 
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[Copied  from  MS.  SUto  Pap.  Re?°,  Vol.  I.,  p.  805.) 

Portsmo  June  20""  1776. 
Gentlemen 

I  have  sent  by  Mr.  Hall,  who  will  If  ordered,  proceed  directly  to  Cambridge 
with  sundries  as  pr  Enclosed  memmorand'.  I  have  near  20  persona  at  work 
upon  the  tents  and  shall  have  most  of  them  done  this  week.  If  I  can  be  of 
more  service  in  the  cause  at  Exeter  than  liere,  procuring  necessarys,  please 
to  let  me  know  it. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  most  Hum''  Serv' 

Sahl.  Cotts. 


Letter  from  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Sen,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1034.] 

Philadelphia,  June  20"',  1775. 
Gent"  — 

I  am  Directed  by  the  Congress  to  forward  you  the  inclosed  Resolve,  whick 
pass'd  yesterday,  and  to  Request  an  immediate  Compliance  therewith,  so  far 
;i8  it  Relates  to  the  Troops  in  your  Colony. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obed'  Serv^ 

John  Hancock,  PresiJent. 
The  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee, 
New  Hampshire. 


In  Congress,  June  19,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governour  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  direct  all  the 
Forces  raised  in  that  Coiony  not  employed  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 
or  recommended  by  tlii.s  Congress  to  be  marched  into  the  Province  of  New 
York,  to  be  immediately  sent  to  join  the  combined  Army  before  Boston ;  and 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Provin- 
cial Convention  ol  New  Hampshire,  to  send  immediately  to  the  army  before 
Boston,  such  of  the  Forces  as  are  already  embodied,  towards  the  quotas  of 
the  Troops  agreed  to  be  raised  by  the  New  England  Colonies. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

Charles  Thompson,  Secretary. 


Letter  from  tUe    New  Hampshire  Delegates   in    Cojitineyital 

Congress. 

[Copied  from  MS.  Statf  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  313. j 

Phil-i  20'h  June,  1775. 
Matihkw  Tuounton,  Esq. 

Your  favor  of  the  24"^  May  is  now  before  us;  in  answer  to  which  can  only 
i<ay.  we  easily  conceive  the  "painful  sensation"  that  every  honest  man  must, 
feel,  when  he  sees  the  unnatural  conflict  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
Colonics  rising  to  such  a  highth:  But  when  we  consider  it  not  of  our  own 
seeking,  drove  by  the  sons  of  Tyrany  and  oppression,  to  the  sad  alternative 
of  being  made  .slaves,  or  appealing  to  the  sword  in  Defence  of  our  just  liber- 
ties, cannot  but  think  we  shall  stand  justified  belbre  (iod  and  man,  in  vigo- 
rously seizing  the  latter. 

VVe  were  much  pleased  with  the  proceedini^s  of  New  Hampshire,  shewing 
their  attachment  to  the  common  Caiu^e  by  raising  so  large  a  number  of  men 
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for  the  Defence  of  America.     We  are  sensable  of  the  inability  of  our  prov- 
ince to  support  them,  and  the  necessity  of  a  paper  currency. 

We  are  at  lib-Tty  to  inform  you  that  the  (Committee  of  tlu;  wliole  Con^^resH 
have  ai^reed  to  Kpp^rl  a  CoiitiiK'iituI  Cuin'iu'y,  whicli  no  doubt  will  be 
Emitted  immediately  and  forw.irdfd  (or  the  payrufut  of  tii(!  Tr.)op3.  The; 
Congress  liave  appointed  Gimuti!  W^isliiii'^ton  to  the  Corniuaiid  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ibrcos,  who  will  set  out  tor  the  Camp  to  morrow  or  iKxt  day:  have  also 
agreed  upon  a  Conlinenlai  aiiny.  The  otlier  proeijediii'^s  of  Coniiross  are 
not  yet  to  be  made  publiok  uiiji-ss  what  appears  in  tiie  piint8.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  coiiC(Mve  of  a  gn?ater  unanimity  in  the  Colonies,  tlian  that  whicii  at 
present  subsists,  one  and  all  being  Determined  to  defend  our  Ilights  to  tin; 
last. 

May  the  j^reat  Author  of  all  things  Bless  and  assist  us,  is  tli(i  most  ardent 
prayer  of 

your  ob^  Hura"*  servants 

.Jno.  Sullivan 
John  LANano^f. 
P.  S.     Inclosed  is  an  order  for 
General  Fast. 


Letter  relating  to  Iimiaiis,  Canada,  etc. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Kev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  300.  | 

Lancaster,  IN.  n.,]  June  y«  20"«,  1775. 
To  Colo  i3;iicy  &  Col"  Hurd, 

SiKS — We  sent  out  .a  scout  of  two  men  to  the  Lake  Umphramagog  in 
order  to  find  two  men  that  Mr.  Benj*  Sawyer  said  he  had  lelt  at  that  Lake, 
but  found  tiiera  not,  and  liave  Return'd  back  ai^ain.  They  saw  at  the  Lake 
Umphramagog  several  Indians  a  huntin-jj,  one  of  which  was  Black  Lewa  by 
Name,  who  is  very  well  known  among  our  People  in  general  to  be  the  most 
trusty  ami  faitlifull  to  Ins  wo.d  of  any  Indian  that  ever  came  in  amon^  ns; 
he  tells  our  Scout  that  he  set  out  to  Pilot  two  Regular  officers  into  Lower  Coo» 
last  Winter  and  two  other  Indians  with  them:  But  he  was  there  Chief  Pilot, 
in  order  to  find  out  a  good  Ko.id  I'Dm  Canada  to  Coos,  as  these  men  told 
him  their  desire  was  to  Look  out  a  Road  to  Coos.  But  after  they  hail  set  out 
on  their  Journey,  the  l^gular  officers  told  the  Indians  tiiey  intended  to  come 
through  that  way  with  an  army  to  take  and  Uisstroy  the  People  in  those 
Towns  on  this  River,  and  when  Lewa  fouud  out  tlieir  Dissine  he  went  Biick 
and  Left  them;  they  made  him  Proiuis  &  sware  he  woulil  not  come  in  to  us 
and  make  known  their  Uissine.  lie  says  there  is  near  two  thousand  Regu- 
lars now  in  Cannada,  and  they  arc  makeing  all  Preparations  Possible  can  for 
war,  Detcrinind  to  come  ;igainst  us  Late  this  fall,  and  Bring  Snow  shoes  with 
them,  and  are  now  Imployiiig  the  Indians  to  make  tliem.  Lewa  says,  they 
are  continually  inviting  the  Indians  to  Joyn  with  them  and  tight  ixgainst  us, 
and  they  will  Put  them  in  Officers,  and  olfer  them  money  to  take  up  arm^♦ 
against  us.  But  they  utterly  Refuse  it.  The  Regulars  threatens  to  kill  them 
to  scare  them  to  take  up  arms  against  us.  Lewa  says  the  Indians  and  French 
waits  for  nothing  but  for  an  Invitation  from  us  to  Joyn  with  us,  which  would 
do  it  Immediately:  Wants  to  have  us  send  an  Army  to  take  Quebeck,  and  let 
them  know  when  our  .\rmy  will  meet  tii(!ra  at  Quebeck  to  take  it.  He  says 
all  Cannada  will  rise  to  help  take  it.  They  Uetermine  Not  to  take  their  old 
Laiof  again,  if  we  will  but  Joyn  with  them  they  will  Joyn  with  us.  This 
Lewa  says  their  head  man  at  Caluuiwogo  is  an  English  man  very  much  for 
New  England:  his  name  is  Jol'.n  Stacey:  he  wants  wesliould  send  them  word 
if  we  want  them  to  assist  us  or  Not.  Lewa  says,  he  can  Raise  500  Indians  to 
assist  at  any  time.  This  John  Staciiy  is  their  head  man  and  this  Lewa  is 
next  to  him.  Lewa  sayn,  lie  will  <io  all  he  can  to  help  us,  he  will  stay  at  this 
Lake  20  Days  from  the  time  our  Scout  Leil  them  &  this  is  the  5""  Day  since, 
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and  then  he  imtl  the  other  Indians  are  going  to  Cuhnawogo,  and  if  we  Desire 
it  he  will  carry  a  Letter  to  their  liead  man  who  can  Read  English, —  and  Now 
we  send  a  man  Directly  Down  to  Coos  to  let  you  know  of  these  affairs,  and 
as  the  Indians  allways  spake  in  your  favor,  that  it  would  take  more  effect 
upon  the  Indians  to  have  you  write  to  them  what  our  Desire  is,  and  whether 
you  will  have  them  joyn  us  or  Not:  for  they  Live  in  fear  of  Being  Destroyed 
by  the  Regulars,  ;is  there  is  but  a  handfull  of  them.  This  Lewa  says, 
he  will  go  \o  Cannada  for  us  lor  Pay  all  summer  if  we  Desire  it,  and  Lett 
us  know  of  ail  the  Desines  of  the  French  and  Canadians  and  Regulars  &c. 
he  proposes  the  manner  he  will  go  in,  that  they  might  nor  mistrust  him  to  be 
n  friend  to  us:  Says  he  will  take  part  of  his  hunt  that  he  liath  got  at  a  time, 
and  go  into  Canada,  and  sell  that  as  usual,  and  tell  them  he  hath  got  some 
more  ifoose  skins  in  the  woods,  and  must  go  and  fetoli  them;  and  so  in  like 
manner  ;»s  long  as  we  should  want  to  have  him  go.  We  have  got  two  men 
Ready  to  go  out  to  Lewa  Immediately  if  you  think  Best  to  send.  Tliis  Scout 
went  and  Back  again  in  five  days  with  a  Cannoe.  If  Col"  Baley  should  have 
a  mind  to  go  out  himself  and  see  these  Indians,  our  men  can  carry  you  in  a 
Cannoe  and  Bring  you  Back  again.  Your  seeing  them  yourself  will  be  more 
satisfaction  to  yourself  and  to  other  People  in  general  than  sending  by  others, 
'riiis  Indian  was  afeard  to  lett  the  other  Indians  know  wliat  he  told  our  men 
Least  they  should  Betray  him  in  Canada.  He  says,  Now  is  the  time  to  take 
Quebeck :  the  Re-gulars  are  buying  up  and  storing  all  the  Provisions  they  can 
in  Canatla. 

In  mean  time  we  Remain  your  most  Hum''''^  Serv** 


Edward  Bucknam 
Skth  Walks. 


To  Col"  Jacob  Baley  and 
Col"  John  Hard,  att 
Haverhill  &  Newbury. 


Letter  from  Rev,  Sam  net    Webster. 
[Copied  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  I.,  p.  315.] 

Temple,  June  21,  1775. 
■Genti.emkn  — 

I  nn  ntion'd  to  you  Mr.  Isaack  Howe  of  New  Ip.-«wi(h  as  a  person  I  imag- 
ined .>uit.d>le  to  be  appointed  Quarter  master  for  Coi.  Keeds  K<ginient.  I 
have  since  seen  Mr.  Ilowe  &  find  that  he  is  willing  to  ti.ke  the  place,  which 
I  was  doubtful  oi  when  I  found  the  wages  were  only  three  pounds  pr.  month. 

If  you  have  not  appointed  one  Ivfore  this  r<-'ache>i  you.  i  hope  you  will  bear 
him  in  mind.  He  is  1  think  a  Person  of  very  good  .apiK  ity  it  Properly;  has 
been  in  the  army.  &.  has,  as  he  t;'lls  me.  tin'  approbi.licn  of  Col.  Reed,  &  is 
of  a  fair  charu-ter,  A-  niuch  used  to  puldic  i)usines«.  I  have  said  enough  Ibr 
me,  I  ll■u^t  \i>u  will  do  ri^ht 

Pray,  Geiitl'-nieii.  don't  forget  or  neglect  to  give,  dir^'t'tions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplies,  to  ::<t  ready  as  soon  as  possible  odO  or  luOU  Bayonetts  — 
"lis  barliaroiis  to  let  men  be  obliged  to  oppose  B.iyonett.-s  with  only  gun  Bar- 
rells.  «S:  perli.ii)S  no  anfnition.  If  many  are  provided  they  will  suit  some- 
where, (k  ;in  .;rni<>rer  will  >«)()n  fix  the  sight:  enough  may  be  Ibuud  to  make 
tiiem  if  they  aii-  set  to  Work.  .V  iellow  that  was  in  the  Saturday  engagement 
tejl.s  nie  riiey  M'Jiered  greviously  !or  want  of  Bavonets,  a.s  well  as  Powder  &, 
Ball. 

It  was  a  pretty  Feint  in  tin-  regulars  to  tell  of  attackincr  Dorchester  — 
designing  ai\other  couise.  I  find  stories  are  spread  that  ndlect  on  the  vi'^il- 
anc  ifc  ev.-'ii  Fidelity  of  those  tiiat  lead.  I  Iiojk!  ihey  were  not  disputing 
about  raid<.  iiowever  tils  were,  we  learn  that  some  brave  otticers  an  1  men 
have  found  (as  well  as  -iome  few  cowards)  their  rank  arranged  by  death,  the 


Iu7>.]  CORRESPONDBNCE.  o27 

anivers.ll  IfveUer.  I  c;in  3c:irc(;  torbeiir  bein;;  very  serious  &  very  loni^  — 
hut  as  you  are,  or  ouarlit  to  I)l',  I  ;ira  sensible,  very  l)UHy,  I  have  done —  with 
only  wisliin.;  that  you  raay  do  alwiys  ri.;lit  cfe  that  Goil  would  reward  you,  & 
pity  and  save  our  <iistrcssed  country.     With  respect, 

SaMI'EL    VVEnHTKK. 

To  thf  Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter. 

P.  S.    Tin?  Drou'^ht  is  hardly  so  severe  hen-  as  at  Kxett-r,  but  tis  tliou<;ht 
there  will  lie  half  a  crop  of  hay. 


Letters  from   Gen.  Nathaniel   Fohom. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  I.,  p.  317.1 

Medtord,  June  22,  1775. 

ftEJJTLKMEN  — 

I  arrived  here  Tuesday  morning  &,  Imediately  waited  on  the  Capt.  General 
who  chose  to  fix  the  New  Ilainps''  Troops  in  this  Quarter  &  Winter  Hill. 
Yesterday  wxs  taken  up  in  providini^  Barracks  tor  tlie  Companys  Just  come 
in. 

I  am  inforra'il  our  Troops  behaved  ixallantly  in  the  late  Ensiacrement.  The 
Continent  has  sustain'd  a  heavy  loss  in  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  who  is  missing, 
&,  it  is  said  Wiis  kill'd  in  the  Trench  beyond  Bunker  Hill.  MaJ""  McClary  was 
kill'd  by  an  accidental  shott  from  one  of  the  ships,  sometime  after  our  People 
had  made  their  retreat — the  whole  loss  sustained  by  tlie  Provincials  is  ab' 
75  killed  and  taken,  ab'  125  wounded,  aliout  25  of  'em  mortally.  I  Inclose 
you  an  acco  of  Loss  sustain'd  by  Col"  Reed's  Resiiment  and  request  that  the 
sufferers  may  be  immediately  supply'd  with  their  necessary  cloalliin;^  &c. 
Col"  Stark  was  requested  to  make  a  like  return  of  his  Regiment  but  he  has 
not  yet  done  it,  he  tells  me  he  had  15  men  kill'd  ami  45  wouinled.  I  shall 
send  as  many  of  Col"  Poors  Regiment  on  duty  to  Wintef  Hill  tliis  morning 
;is  Intrenching  Tools  can  be  found  for,  th^^re  is  great  scarcity  <il'  those  things 
here.  It  is  highly  necessary  our  Troops  should  have  tludr  T<nts  as  soon  as 
possible,  they  have  no  shelter  from  the  Rain  on  Winter  Hill,  what  Tents  are' 
finish'd  if  but  few  sliould  be  sent  forward  Imediately  with  as  many  spades 
uhovels  &  Pick-axes  as  can  be  siot  in  readiness  and  some  l)nllets  iV:  flints.  1 
«an  get  no  regular  accompt  of  the  Loss  the  King's  troops  sustained,  one  Mr, 
Bradford  writes  to  Col"  Lincoln  from  Hingham  the  10  Inst,  he  says  '•  ycster- 
"  day  I  came  out  of  Boston  ■■\t  2  o'clock  a.  m.  I  heard  the  ottiecrs  and  sol- 
"diers  say  tiiat,  tliey  sure  lh;it  they  had  a  Thousand  or  more  kill'd  and 
*'' wounded,  that  t'ney  were  Carrying  the  wounded  men  from  4  o'clock  Satur- 
"  d  ly  till  I  came  away.  Gen'  llowcoinmandcil  tlu;  Troops,  they  burieil  their 
"  dead  at  Charleston  among  their  dead  wis  Mai''  Pilciirn,a  great  many  other 
"officers  are  dead,  tiiere  was  five  thousand  Soldiers  went  'rora  Boston.  The 
"'Sol.liers  and  offi-ers  exult  very  much  upon  taking  our  Liiu's." 

A  messenger  I  sent  to  Head  Quarters  for  Intrencliing  Tools  is  just  returned 
and  informs  !ue  he  cannot  get  one;  therefore  must  Inrtlier  urge  the  necessity 
of  forwarding  tliem  Imediatidy. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

your  uiost  obi-d' 

Nathl.  Folsom, 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety 

at  Exeter. 

P.  S.  According  to  your  direction  I  inquired  at  Head  Quarters  the  rank  of 
the  General  OlH.'ers  and  Iniorm  you  that  Mr.  Ward  is  Capt.  General,  Mr. 
Thomas  Lieut.  G.mer.vl,  and  the  otiier  Generals  are  Major  Generals. 

I  am  i'artiier  Inforine  1  by  Major  Osgood  that  they  have  voted  in  aildition 
to  the  above,  a  Brigadier  ^reneral  to  each  Battalion. 
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Return  of  Killed  and   Wounded  in    Col.  Reeds   Regiment — 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gen.  Folsom  to  Gen.  Ward. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  321.] 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency, 

In  pursuance  ot  your  orders  to  make  return  of  the  State  of  the  Kegiraeiits 
under  my  command,  I  have  order' d  tlie  Cul^  to  make  return  of  the  same  to 
me,  but  all  1  have  beeu  able  at  present  to  obtain  is  a  list  of  the  kill'd, 
wounded  aud  missing  iu  Col'^  Keed  s  Kj^uuent,  which  is  as  follows: 

1  Corporal    ).,,,,, 
3  Privates     \  '^"'  " 

1  Private  missing. 

2  Serjeants  (  ,    , 
26  Privates    }  ^"""'''-^'•' 

As  soon  as  I  can  obtain  a  true  State  of  the  Troops,  I  shall  forward  tht^ 
same  to  your  Excellency  humeuiateiy. 

1  am  inlorraed  the  Engmeer  was  here  yesterday,  but  my  troops  coming  iti 
from  the  Eastward  necessarily  required  my  attention  at  Medlord.  I  sent  here 
to  know  if  he  had  been  here  and  was  inlorm'd  he  had  not. 

It  he  can  be  spared  this  alternron  I  shall  tarry  here  and  wait  his  coming. 

I  am  in  want  of  Intrenching  Tools  which  I  liave  wrote  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  for  New  Hampshire  for;  as  it  will  be  some  time  before  they  Possibly 
be  got  here,  if  any  just  for  the  present  can  be  spared  from  Heail  Quarters,  it- 
would  save  much  time  which  must  otherwise  Necessarily  be  lost. 

I  am,  y''  ExcU^ 

most  obd' 


Winter  Hill,  June  1'2''  12  o'clock. 
Indorsed — "'Copy  to  his  Excelleacv 
General  Ward.  June  22*',  1775." 


Letter  from    Gen.  Folsom  relatinij  to   Ge-n..  ^tark. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  liev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  ;}23.] 

Medford,  June  23*^  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

In  my  Letter  to  you  yesterday  I  acquainted  you  that  on  my  arrival  here  1 
Imediately  waited  on  the  Capt.  General;  he  then  Ordei-'d  me  to  make  return 
to  him  of  the  Two  Regiments,  viz.  Col*>  Stark's  &  Col"^  Reed's,  of  their  Situa- 
tion and  Circumstances;  on  my  return  here  I  sent  orders  to  the  Two  Col^* 
to  make  return  of  their  respective  Regiments  to  me.  0)W  Reed  Imediately 
obey'd  the  order  but  Col"  Stark  repeatedly  and  at  last  absolutely  relused  to 
comply.  I  am  well  inCoim'd  by  Mr.  Stark's  best  friends  that  he  does  not 
Intend  to  be  under  any  subordination  to  any  Person  appointed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  New  Hampshire  to  the  general  command  of  the  5few  Hamp""  Troops. 
I  have  tried  ail  conciilialory  methods  both  by  Persona!  Conversation  and  the 
mediation  ol  Friem's,  but  without  effect.  In  conse<iuence  wbcreof  I  this 
.ifternoon  again  waited  on  the  Capt.  General  at  Head  Quarters  to  take  his 
order  on  the  matter;  he  requested  me  to  advise  with  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  New  Hamp''  on  the  Business,  as  Col"  Stark  hns  received  no  Com- 
mission yet  from  you,  he  thinks  he  does  not  properly  come  under  his  cogni- 
zance. Gentlemen,  it  is  I  trust  unneccFsary  to  hint  to  you  that  without  a 
Proper  subordination  it  will  be  absolutely  Impossible  for  me  to  Execute  the 
Trust  you  have  Reposed  in  me;  in  my  last  conv<'rsation  with  Mr.  Stark,  he 
told  me  he  could  take  his  Pack  and  return  home  (and  meant  as  I  suppose  to 
Lead  bis  men  with  him.)  I  represented  to  him  the  dishonorable  part  he 
would  thereby  act  towards  both  Colonies. 


1775.1  CORRESPONDENCE.  ')29 

I  have  since  made  Enquiry  «fe  liinl  he  would  not  be  able  to  Lead  off  many 
more  than  the  supemumerors  of  his  Regiment,  it  still  consisting  of  13  Com- 
pauys.  I  think  a  Regiment  might  be  tbrm'd  of  the  men  who  have  been 
under  his  command  without  his  being  appointed  to  the  Command  of  'em. 

I  must  do  the  Justice  to  Let"  Col.  VVyman  to  say  he  has  behaved  pru- 
dently. Courageously  and  very  much  like  a  Gentleman,  and  I  think  I  could 
recommend  him  to  the  command  ;is  soon  as  any  Person  I  know. 

I  think  I  shall  never  be  al)le  to  do  any  thing  with  that  Regiment  unles-s 
you  make  new  Regulations  in  the  Field  officei.s,  which  I  would  recommend 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  Capt*  of  that  Regiment  which  I  apprehend  would 
facilitate  the  Union  of  our  Troops.  I  think  it  necessary  1  should  have  my 
Commission  made  out  and  forwarded  to  me  as  soon  aa  Possible.  I  Inclose 
you  a  copy  of  Maj''  General  Fry's  Commission.  I  would  inform  you  that 
Col"  Reed's  Regiment  is  destitute  of  Surgeon  and  Surgeon's  mate.  Doct. 
Hall  Jackson  highly  recommends  for  Surgeon,  Dr.  Nath'  Gilman,  a  young 
gentleman  who  came  here  with  me  on  speculation  and  has  assisted  ui 
Dressing  the  wounded  men.  Dr.  Jackson  says,  he  knows  no  person  who 
deserves  a  better  recommendation  that  will  come;  here  is  a  Doctor  Chaae  of 
Canterbury  present  who  comes  well  recommended  for  Surgeon's  mate.  I 
Ihink  it  would  promote  good  order  iu  Camp  if  a  Chaplain  or  Chaplains  was 
appointed  and  sent  Immediately  as  there  has  been  none  aa  yet  in  our  En- 
campment. We  may  suffer  great  loss  for  want  of  an  armourer  to  each  Regi- 
ment as  many  of  the  arms  being  bro't  away  in  haate  and  much  out  of 
Repair,  should  we  be  call'd  to  action  they  would  be  xiseless. 

I  am  gent"  your  most  obed'  serv' 

NaTH'L   FOMiOM- 

Copy  to  the  Com'e«  of  Safety  at  Exeter.  < 


Letter  from   Gen.  Folsom  asking  for  heavy  artillery^ 
(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  L,  p.  329.) 

To  the  Hon'''*  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  — 
Gentlemen — 

The  New  Hampshire  Troops  being  stationed  at  a  very  important  post  on 
the  Outlines  &  exposed  to  the  Enemies  Batteries;  I  yesterday  apply'd  to  his 
Excellency  General  Ward  for  heavy  Artillery ;  but  he  could  not  supply  me 
with  any.  I  have  this  moment  receiv'd  a  Line  from  him,  wherein  he  requests 
me  to  apply  to  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  for  two  twenty-four  &  two 
nine  Pounders  to  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  Dispatch. 
.  I  therefore,  under  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  our  Troops,  earnestly 
intreat  you  to  send  the  above  mentioned  Cannon  as  soon  as  possible,  titted 
with  Carriages :  as  we  hourly  expect  the  Enemy  will  attempt  to  force  our 
Lines,  before  we  have  fully  compleated  the  Entrenchments,  which  are  in  con- 
siderable forwardness,  and  some  of  the  AinhuzeerH{l)  compleated;  but  have 
no  cannon  to  mount  ui  them.     No  other  cauuon  are  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

By  complying  with  the  above  request  you  will  in  all  probability  save  the 
Lives  of  many  of  your  brave  soldiers,  who  gallantly  adveutur'd  their  Lives 
in  the  glorious  common  cause,  suffer'd  the  greatest  fatigues  &  Hardships, 
are  now  expos' d  where  it  is  expected  by  the  Engineers,  that  the  Enemy  will 
endeavor  to  Ibrce  our  Lines,  and  also  oblige 

y"^  Hurn^'  Serv'  , 

Nath'l  Folbom. 

N.  B.  If  nine  Pounders  can't  be  procured  should  be  glad  to  be  supply'd 
with  two  double  fortifyed  six  Pounders. 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  June  24"^  1775. 

(I)  Embrasures?     Au  opeuiiig  in  a.  wall  or   piu:ap«t.   tkruu^h    which  cauuon   ue  dis- 
charged.—£d. 
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Letter  from  Gen,  Folsom  —  relating  to  Col.  Stark,  <kc. 
(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  337.] 
To  the  Hon*"«  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire: 

CrENTLEMKX  — 

In  my  letter  of  the  23'i  Instant  I  infonned  you  that  Col.  Stark  refused 
subordination  to  my  ordei-s.  But  yesterday  he  made  such  submission  a»  in- 
duces me  to  desire  you  to  pass  over  said  Letter,  so  f;ir  as  it  relates  to  him, 
xmnoticed.  He  has  three  supernumerary  Companies,  one  of  which  very 
lately  joined  his  Regiment.     Pray  your  orders  with  respect  to  them. 

In  my  Letter  of  the  24">  Instant,  I  omitted  mentioning  that  the  Capt.  G^jn- 
eral  could  as  poorly  supply  me  with  Mattrosses  as  Artillery.  "Tis  needless 
to  mention  that  a  camp  is  insecure  without  artilley  men  in  proportion  to  the 
Battalion.  The  New  Hampshire  Forces  in  this  present  station  are  in  a  great 
measure  independent  of  the  other  Forces;  and  if  occaition  requires  the  few 
mattrosses  in  our  Camp  (scarcely  sufficient  to  manage  a  \'evr  small  field  pieces) 
may  be  detached  from  us  &  the  camp  left  it  entirely  destitute.  I  therefore, 
pray  your  judgment  whether  it  is'nt  more  eligible  to  draft  out  one  half  the 
Artillery  Company  design'd  to  be  rais'd  in  Portsmouth,  to  join  your  Forces 
here,  with  good  Engineers  as  soon  as  may  be. 

If  you  can't  procure  an  expert  Gunner  in  New  Hampshire,  several  persons 
have  been  recommended  to  me  by  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress, 
who  I  believe  may  be  procur'd  with  common  encouragement. 
I  am,  your  much  oblig'd 

&  very  humble  serv' 

Nath'  Folsom. 

P.  S.    Please  to  excuse  the  Badness  of  the  Paper  it  being  the  last  I  have- 
got  or  can  get. 

Indorsed  — Copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  June  25">,  1775."' 


Letter  from  James  McGregore. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  3;53.] 

Medford,  y«  24  of  June  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  memorandum  of  sundry  articles  that  y«  General 
thinks  is  verry  much  wanted  here  for  y*  use  of  y®  New  Hampshire  forces, 
and  should  be  glad  if  you  think  best  that  y*  Horses  may  be  forwarded  here 
as  soon  as  may  be,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  such  thing  as  getting  Teams  here 
and  likt'wise  Carriages  with  them.  Salt  provision  is  very  scarce  here,  but  we 
have  been  well  supply' d  hitherto.  Coll.  Hale  is  gone  to  Conecticut  to  for- 
ward provision,  Mr.  Molton  is  to  follow  him  with  Cash.  The  men  are  very 
tineasy  for  want  of  a  months  pay  that  was  propos'd  to  be  given  them.  I 
hope  you  will  forward  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  likewise  some  Cash  to  me 
as  I  am  left  here  and  as  many  People  calling  on  me  as  is  sufficient  to  put  a 
man  of  my  patience  allmost  Distracted.  I  always  shall  obey  your  Directions 
with  pleasure. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  very  hum''  serv' 

James  McGbegore. 
To  the  Gentlemen  of  y«  Committee  of  Safety. 
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The   Committee  of  (Safety  to   Gen.  J^olaom. 

(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rov",  Vol.  I.,  p.  345.) 

Exeter,  .Fun«  M'*'  1775. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Col^  of  N.  Harapf 
To  Gen'  Folsom  —  (Jreetina;: 

Sib  —  Previous  to  the  rec'  of  yours  of  the  22''  Inst,  we  sent  you  fliuta,  bul- 
lets &c.  pr  Mr.  Gordon  which  the  Commissary  lias  rec**.  We  now  send  what 
entrenching  Tools  we  have  prepared,  also  a  Quantity  of  Blanketing;  as  to 
what  you  write  in  y™  of  y*  23 '  Inst.  Concerning  Col.  .Stark,  the  Congress 
will  meet  tomorrow  &  shall  lay  it  before  them  — shall  immediately  provide 
&  send  a  surgeon  for  Reed's  Regiment;  are  preparing  Carriiiges  for  the  Can- 
non you  re(iuest  in  y'^  of  the  24'*'  Inst,  as  soon  as  compleated  shall  forward 
them  without  Delay.  The  Muster  Master  will  shortly  be  at  Medford  to  pay 
off  t})e  forces,  by  him  will  send  y*  Commission.  Have  sent  92  tents  &  shall 
within  a  week  forward  60  more.  We  earnestly  wish  you  the  favor  A  pro- 
tection of  heaven,  &  are  y^s  &c. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 

M.  Thornton,  Chairman. 
11  o'clock,  p.  M. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter  26*  June.  1775. 
The  Bearer,  Mr.  Deering  will  deliver  you  20  prs.  Blanketing,  7  Ruggs,  26 
picks,  2  tents  »fe  we  have  ordered  him  to  take  a  number  of  shovels  at  Kings- 
ton, you'll  inform  us  of  your  situation  &  what  is  wanted  by  every  convenient 
opportunity. 

McsKS  Emerson,  Commissary.  Ac. 


Letter  from,  Gen.  Folsom,. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  I.,  p.  345.  | 
To  the  Hon'"''^  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire: 

GKJfTLEME.\  — 

Since  my  arrival  here  the  harmony  &  willing  obedience  of  the  New  Hamp- 
ehire  Troops  gives  me  the  most  sensible  Pleasure.  1  have  got  them  into  tol- 
lerable  rpgulation,  &  shall  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  use  my  utmost  exertions  to 
get  them  into  the  greatest  good  order  <fe  discipline,  which  is  so  indispensably 
necessary  in  an  army;  &  still  promote  and  preserve  unanimity  and  concord 
amongst  them.  But  to  that  end,  you  are  very  sensible  that  they  must 
receive  regular  supplies.  Such  brave  Troops  as  yours  are,  deserve  the  best  of 
livings,  or  at  le;ist  such  as  will  eonduce  to  the  preservation  of  their  Health, 
and  render  them  (capable  of  undergoing  Fatigues  &  Hardships.  I  would 
therefore  beg  leave  to  intimate,  that  if  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  Committee 
of  Supplies  were  to  constantly  attend  the  Camp,  vested  with  descretionary 
Power  as  to  supplies,  it  would  be  greatly  advantageous  to  your  Forces;  \& 
it  is  impossible  that  any  set  of  men  can  so  well  ascertain  what  properly 
belongs  to  their  Department  when  absent,  as  when  present,  &  can  have 
their  Business  carried  on  under  their  immediate  Inspection.  The  foregoing 
I  esteem'd  myself  in  Duiy  bound  to  mentioi ;  &  leaving  it  to  your  well 
known  wisdom  &  Prudence  I  r^ain 

y""  very  humble,  Serv' 

Xath'  Fulsom. 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  June  27,  1775. 
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JLetter  from  Committees  in  Lebanon  and  Hanover  relating  to 

Canada. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  L,  p.  355.) 

Lebanon,  27  June,  1775. 
Sb  — 

Mr.  I>ean  having  returned  yesterday  from  Canada  with  intelligence  which 
we  apprehend  of  Importance,  We  think  it  our  Duty  forthwith  to  communi- 
cate it  to  the  provincial  Congress,  «fe  as  sundry  members  of  the  Continental 
Congress  have  desired  Mr.  Dean's  attendance  at  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  he 
retum'd  from  his  Mission,  for  which  place  he  sets  out  tomorrow ;  we  have 
desired  Mr.  John  Wheelock  to  take  the  Journey  to  communicate  the  intelli- 
gence to  your  Hon'''*  House  with  as  much  speed  &  accuracy  as  possible,  not 
doubting  your  approbation  of  our  procedure  therein. 
We  are,  sir,  your  most 

obed'  &  very  Hum'''  serv** 


John  Gbiswold        \  r.„_i«,  „♦•  i^^„^^*i 

Jno.  Williams  \  <^°°^"'  °*  I^^spectlon. 

Silas  Waterman      i  Correspond" 
Jedediah  Hibrabd  I  for  Lebanon. 


To  Coll.  Thornton,  Pres* 
of  the  Provincial  Congress 
in  New  Hampshire. 

[NoTB.     An  exactly  similar  letter  was  sent  from  Hanover,  addressed  to^ 
Colo  Thornton,  signed  by 

Edmund  Freeman  ]      Committee 
Beza  Woodward  of  Inspection 

John  Wright  }  and 

Jonathan  Freeman        Correspondence 

Israel  Curtiss  j     for  Hanover. 

Ed.] 


Letter  from   Gov.  Trumbull  of  Connecticut. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  L,  p.  369.] 

Lebanon,  [Ct]  27"»  June,  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

I  have  this  morning  received  the  pressing  Instance  of  the  Congress  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  for  an  imediate  Augmentation  of  Troops,  from  our  Col- 
ony. In  consequence  Expresses  are  dispatched  to  call  our  Assembly  to  meet 
at  Hartford  on  Saturday  next.  Generals  Washington  <fe  Lee  are  now  on 
their  way  to  the  Army.  The  Warriours  from  Virginia  &  Pensylvania  are 
coming  forward.  I  have  received  this  morn^  a  speech  &  Belt  from  the  Oneida 
Tribe  of  Indians  &  have  inclosed  their  Speech. 

Col"  Hinman  at  Ticonderoga  writes  19"*  Instant.  "  The  Enemy  are  forti- 
"  fying  at  St.  John's  Sc  last  Night  was  informed  that  the  Cognawaga  Indians 
"  have  had  a  War-dance,  being  bro't  to  it  by  Gen'  Carleton."  A  Quantity  of 
flour  from  Gen'  Congress  for  the  Army  is  arrived  safe  at  Norwich  and  more 
expected.  Have  a  Report  with  us  this  day  (hope  it  is  true)  that  a  large 
Quantity  of  Powder  is  arrived  at  N.  York,  &  a  Quantity  from  this  Colony  at 
N.  London. 

May  our  eyes  be  unto  Grod  the  Supream  Director  of  all  Events,  to  Giv» 
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Wisdom,  Stability  &  union  to  all  our  Counsels,  to  inspire  oar  Soldiery  with 
■Courage  A  Fortitude,  to  cover  their  Beads  in  the  Days  of  Battle  and  Danger, 
to  convince  our  Enemies  of  their  mistaken  measures,  and  that  all  attempts 
to  deprive  us  of  our  Rights  are  injurious  <fe  vain. 
I  am.  with  great  Truth  &  Regard 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoNA.  Tbu.mbull. 

To  the  Uon"'*"  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 


Letttr  from  Hon.  John  Hancock,  of  the  Continental   Conyresn 
to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hampshire. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  1.1 

Philadelphia,  June  27,  1775. 

<iENTI.KMKN'  — 

By  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Coni;ress  I  am  Directed  to  assure  you  they 
have  a  hi^h  sense  of  your  services  in  the  common  cause  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies and  to  inform  you  of  tlie  iippointment  of  the  several  general  oflHcers  to 
command  tlie  Continental  Forces,  a  List  of  whom  I  now  Inclose  you;  the 
subordinate  officers  to  be  Keconmiended  by  the  Provincial  Congresses  to  the 
General,  to  whom  Commissions  from  this  Congress  are  sent  to  be  filled  up, 
agreeable  to  .xuch  Recommendation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed'  Hum''  Serv' 

JouN'  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
or  Conmiittee  of  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmoutli. 


A  /Speech  of  t/(t  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Oneida  Tribe  of 
Indians^  To  the  four  New  England  Provinces,  directed  to 
Governor  Trnmbtdl  of  Connecticut  and  hy  him  to  be  comm,u- 
nicated. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°.  Vol.  I.,  p.  295.  (1)| 

As  my  younger  Brothers  of  the  New  England  Indians  (who  were  settled  in 
our  vicinity)  are  now  going  down  to  visit  their  Friends  and  to  move  up  parts 
of  their  Families  that  were  left  behind,  with  this  Belt  by  them,  I  open  the 
Rode  wide,  clearing  it  of  all  obstacles  that  they  may  visit  their  Friends  A 
Return  to  their  settlement  here  in  Peace. 

We  Oneidas  are  induced  to  this  measure  on  ace'  of  the  disagreeable  situa  - 
tion  of  affairs  that  Way  &  We  hope  by  the  Help  of  God  they  may  go  and 
return  in  Peace.  We  earnestly  recommend  them  to  your  Charity  thro'  their 
long  Journey. 

Now  We  more  imediately  address  yoa  our  Brother,  the  Governor  and  the 
Chiefs  of  New  England. 

Brothers!  We  have  heard  of  the  unhappy  Differences  &  great  Contentioa 
betwixt  vou  &  Old  England.  We  wonder  greatlv  &  are  troubled  in  our 
Minds. 

(1)  .A.  io(>y  of  tlip  s-ime,  '»  containtMl  in  Amer.  Ai..  4  Ser..  Vol.  11..  p.  1116.  —  Kl>. 
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Brothers !  Possess  your  Minds  iu  Peace  respecting  us  Indians ;  we  cannot 
intermeddle  in  this  Dispute  between  two  Brothers.  The  quarrel  seems  to  be 
unnatural.  You  are  two  Brothers  of  one  Blood.  We  are  unwilling  to  Join 
on  either  side  in  such  a  contest,  for  we  bear  an  equal  Affection  to  both  of 
you,  Old  &  New  England.  Should  the  Great  King  of  England  apply  to  us  for 
our  aid,  we  shall  Peny  him;  if  the  Colonies  apply,  we  still  Refuse.  The 
Present  Scituation  of  you  Two  Brothers  is  new  &  strange  to  us.  We  Indians 
cannot  find  nor  recollect  in  the  Traditions  of  our  Ancestors  the  like  case  or  a 
similar  Instance. 

Brothers !  For  these  Reasons  possess  your  Minds  iu  Peace  and  Take  no 
umbrage  that  we  Refuse  joining  in  the  Contest.     We  are  for  Peace. 

Brothers!  Was  it  an  Alien,  a  Foreign  Nation  who  had  struck  you,  we 
should  look  into  the  matter.  We  hope  thro'  the  wise  Government  &  good 
Pleasure  of  God,  your  distresses  may  soon  be  Removed  &  the  dark  cloud  be 
dispersed. 

Brothers !  As  we  have  declared  for  Peace,  We  desire  you  would  not  apply 
to  our  Indian  Brethren  in  New  England  for  their  assistance.  Let  us  Indians 
be  all  of  one  Mind  &  live  in  peace  with  one  another,  and  you  white  people 
settle  your  own  Disputes  betwixt  yourselves.  ^ 

Brothers!  We  have  now  Declared  our  minds  please  write  to  us  that  we 
may  know  yours. 

We  the  Sachems,  Warriors  &  Female  Governesses  of  Oneida,  send  our 
Love  to  you  Brother  Governour  &  all  the  other  Chiefs  in  New  England. 

Signed  by 

Wm.  Sunoghsis 

NiKLASHA   WATSHALEAGU 

Wm.  Kaxaghquaseale 
Peter  Tuaycheare 

GiMXNE   TaGEHAUKEK 
NiCKI.ESS  Ahsenhase 
Thomas  Yoghtanawed 
Adam  Chowano 

QUEDELLIS   AGWERONDONGWAS. 

Handerekko  Teoahsweahdton 

JOHNKS   SKEANENDEN 

Thomas  Teondethua.  (1) 
Chief  &  Warriors  of  the  Oneida  Nation. 
Kaunowarohare, 
June  lO^h  1T75. 

Interpreted  &  wrote  by  Sam'  Kirtlaiid,  Mi»s'>'. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original,  Directed  to  the  Hon*"'"  Jon"'  Trumbull,  Esq., 
Governor  of  Connecticut. 

JoNA.  Trumbull. 

Directed  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hampshire. 

(l)See  these  ludiau  nainu.s  in  Am.  Ar..  4  Ser.,  V<>K  II.,  p.  IllK,  where  the  oitho^rai^y 
(liifere  considerably  fri  m  the  iilv.re.  —  Kn. 
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Journal  of  the  House  resumed  from  p.  511. 

[p.  81.]  Iq  Congress,  June  'IT^  1775.(1) 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  2  of  our  24  pound  Cannon,  &  2  other  smaller  Can- 
non, be  forthwith  fitted  with  Carriages  *fe  sent  to  our  army  at 
Medford,  &  that  Ezekiel  Worthen,  &  Jos.  Sias,  Esq",  Capt.  Gar- 
vin &  Wingate  be  a  Committee  to  titt  up  the  afores*^  cannon  with 
proper  implements  for  their  use,  and  send  them  to  the  army  with 
all  possible  dispatch. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery  Esq',  Mr.  Moses  Parsons,  the  Rev. 
Mr,  Stearns,  Esq''  Lovewell  &  Major  Welch  be  desired  to  Draw 
up  a  Resolve  for  taking  up  Deserters,  &c. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Fletcher,  Deacon  Stephen  Sleeper  and  Major 
Weeks  be  desired  to  Draw  up  a  Resolve  or  Recommendation  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  save  Rags  tor  the  use  of  the 
army,  tfec. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  hereby  are 
Directed  to  answer  that  part  of  General  Folsom's  letter  relateing 
to  Matrosses  and  to  make  such  orders  concerning  them  as  the  said 
Committee  shall  think  best. 

Voted,  That  Gen'  Folsome  be  desired  to  apprehend  Mess"  .Jason 
Russell  &  John  Tarbell  of  Mason,  a  complaint  being  exhibited  to 
this  Congress  of  their  being  guilty  of  Theft,  and  send  them  to 
the  Comittee  of  Safety  in  Mason,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
Try'd,  &  if  convicted,  punished  for  so  ht-inous  a  crime. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 

Compbiini  of  ComnxUttt  of  Mason  to  N^ew  Hampshire  Coyif/ress. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser..  Vol.  II.,  p.  1109.] 
To  the  HoiioiirahUi  (Jeutleraen  ot  the  Provincial  Congressj  of  New  Hampshire : 

That  Whereas,  Jason  iiussell  and  John  Tarbell  iKJth  ot"  Mason,  in  said 
Province,  did,  in  a  telonious  iiiauner,  ou  or  about  the  20"'  of  May  liWt,  retire 
to  a  piistun^  in  said  Town  It'IongiuL;  to  Samuel  Dana,  of  Oroton,  and  took 
from  thence  a  three  year  old  ln-ifer.  and  killed  and  converted  it  to  their  own 
use;  whereupon,  early  notice  \w\\vx  i;iven  to  the  Committee  for  said  Town 
they  met,  and  lequired  ot  the  otfenders  full  satisfaction  therefor:  hut  each  of 
them  peremptorily  refusing  to  comply  therewith ;  tlie  advici*  of  Committee* 
from  nei<:hi)orin^  Towns  bein<i  called  in,  viz.  Xcw  Ipswich  and  Temple,  and 
ihe  criminals  beini^  cited  to  appear  bi^bre  ■said  Committers,  not  imly  ueTlected 
to  make  their  appearance  belon-  us,  but,  as  wc  learn,  have  tied  to  the  army; 
and  rinding  ourselves  unable  to  settle  the  unhappy  difficulty  by  reason  of 
their  escape,  came  into  the  following  Resolution :  viz. 

U)  See  Kecord  of  the  yotes  wliicii  I'oUow.  on  tin-  T,\\\.  \\\  MS.  Stale  Pap.  Kev..  Vol.  I.,  pp, 
:f>l.  WJ.— Ki>. 
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Resolved,  To  refer  the  matter  to  your  judicious  consideration,  hegaing  that 
you  will,  in  your  wisdom,  take  cognizance  of  the  offence,  and  deal  with  them 
in  this  and  in  such  iil<e  cases  for  the  future. 

Ephbaim  Adams,  Chairman, 
David  Blodgett,  Scribe. 
Mason,  June  28,  1775. 


June  'iS'^. 


Whereas  some  Few  souldiers  in  the  service  of  this  Colony  in 
the  American  army  have  already  or  may  Desert  the  said  service : 
It  is  therefore  Recommended  to  the  several  &  respective  Com- 
mittees in  the  several  Towns,  Parishes  &  Precints  in  this  Colony, 
to  take  up  tfe  secure  all  such  Deserters  and  convey  them  safely  to 
their  proper  officers  at  Head  Quarters,  and  that  the  charges 
of  such  takinu-  ct;  conveying  be  paid  out  of  such  Deserters' 
Wages  —  and  th.it  nil  such  souldiers  as  are  absent  from  Duty,  on 
Furlough,  shall  Tmediately  on  coming  home  repair  to  such  Com- 
mittee and  shew  them  or  some  of  them  their  said  Furlough,  or 
otherwise  such  souldier  shall  be  Deemed  a  Deserter  au'l  be  <lealt 
with  accordingly. 

And  whereas  sundry  Thefts  and  Robberies  are  supposed  to  be 
committed  by  some  Ill-disposed  Persons  on  the  goods  &  Chattels 
of  other  Persons,  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  said  several 
ife  respective  Committees  Diligently  to  Inspect  into  all  sueh  Thetis 
&  Robberies,  and  to  take  and  secure  all  such  persons  within 
their  respective  Precincts,  as  shall  be  found  to  have  any  such 
stolen  goods  &  chattel-s  &  to  punish  such  persons  according  to 
the  Nature  &  Degree  of  their  offence,  and  to  secure  such  goods  & 
i'-hattels  for  the  right  owner;  ami  any  Person  having  such  sus- 
pected goods  or  chattels  in  their  Po.^sessioM,  who  will  not  give  to 
such  Committee  (when  rerpiested)  a  satistactory  account  how  they 
gained  the  property  or  possession  thereof,  such  person  or  pei-sona 
shall  be  Deemed  Delinquent  Sz  Punished  by  siich  Cotumittee 
accordingly. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  to  all  such  Towns,  P;irishes, 
Districts  and  Precincts  in  this  Colonv,  as  have  not  alreadv  chosen 
such  Committee  that  they  forthwith  choose  &  appoint  such  Com- 
mittee in  their  respective  Precinct.s,  tor  the  Peace  and  good  tirder 
of  the  People. 

Th<'  above  Vc^te  1  June  '2S"*  1775,  and  that  a  Copy  be  sent  to 
Portsm"  to  be  printeil  in  handbills  &  sent  to  the  several  Respec- 
tive Towns  &c.  in  this  Colony  &  that  it  be  likewise  printed  in  the 
Cambridge  newspaper  as  soon  as  may  be.(l) 

[p.  H±']  Votetl,  That  all  the  Provincial  ifc  County  Records 
(that  are  now  kept  in  the  Town  of  P.>rtsmouth)  be  removed  to 
some  place  of  more  safetv. 

'l)Tlic  aljow  ropi»Mi  from  M.S.  S;;^U;  Pap..  Vnl.  I..  j>.  ;^6I.  — Ki>. 
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Voted,  That  the  Records  be  removed  to  Exeter  tfe  that  Mess™ 
Sam'  Brooks,  John  McChiry,  Esq.,  »&  Noah  Emery  he  a  Committee 
to  look  out  a  pl.'ice  or  places  in  Exeter  to  put  h"*  Records  in. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


June  t>9*  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  hoard  Col°  Stark's  Complaint  &  dismissed  the 
same.  (1) 

Voted,  That  Jos  :  Welch,  &  S:im'  ITobert,  Esq""  be  &  hereby  are, 
appointed  Paymaster  of  the  Troops  now  employed  by  tins  Colony 
in  the  American  Army,  and  that  they  proceed  as  soon  as  maybe, 
to  the  Army,  and  pay  oui;  months  wages  to  the  officers  &  sokliers, 
and  previous  to  the  paying  ot  the  soldiers  that  they  Receive  of  the 
C.-ipt.  or  the  C(Mmnanding  otticer  of  each  Company,  a  compleat  mus- 
ter Role  ot  their  respective  Companies,  upon  oath  &  return  the 
same  to  this  Congress,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  that  they 
take  a  Recei|)t  for  all  the  money  paid,  trom  each  officer  &  soldier: 
And  further,  that  they  pay  no  officer  or  soldiers  who  have  not 
taken  the  Oaths  &  have  been  or  shall  be  mustered  by  the  Muster 
master,  as  able  bodied  Erti?ctive  men — Also  that  Joseph  Welch 
Es*}''  assist  the  muster-master  in  musterini;  the  men  unmustered  at 
the  army ;  and  also  that  they  pay  no  more  than  Ten  Companies  in 
a  Regim',  of  sixty  men  in  a  Company  including  officers. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock, 

[v.  S3.]  P.  M. 

Voted,  That  whereas  it  is  ui'ciss.irv  that  the  officers  and  soldiers 
Raised  &  to  l)e  raised  in  tins  Colony  for  the  Preservation  <fe  de- 
fence of  this  tt  the  othci-  Colonies  in  America,  should  be  fully  ac- 
/piainted  with  tluar  <luly  and  that  the  Articles,  Ruk's  &  Regula- 
tions thereof  be  made  as  phun  as  possible,  and  having  great  confi- 
dence in  tlie  h()uoi-  &  Pid)lic  virtue  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Col- 
ony, that  they  will  readily  obey  the  officers  chosen  and  appointed 
by  this  Congress  and  will  cheerfully  do  their  duty  when  knowTi, 
without  any  such  severe  articles  &  Rules  &  cruel  Punishments 
(excepting  in  Capital  cases)  as  are  usually  Practised  in  standing 
armies,  and  will  submit  to  all  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are 
founded  in  reason  Honor  &  virtue :  —  It  is  therefore  resolved, 
That  the  following  Rules,  Articles  &  Regulations  for  our  said 
Troops,  be  and  hereby  are  earnestly  recommended  to  be  strictly 
adhered  to  by  all  officers,  soldiei*s  &  others  concerned,  as  they 

(I)  The  oiltir  b:i<<  i»ot  fmivl  any  o  >i'ui)laint  of  U.^l.  Stark's  ou  record  or  on  file,  besides 
what  Uimpliixl  aii'l  iiicliidivl  in  'lin  Ii>ft.TS'-.t'(i.'n.  Folsom.     ISce  onte.  pp.  .>2S-.VV».— ]     Ed. 
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regard  their  own  Honor  &  the  Publick  Good.  The  Rules  or  Ar- 
ticles of  War  Voted,  are  those  voted  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
from  No.  1  to  53  inclusive  and  now  Printed. 


NOTE   BY   THE   EDITOR. 

The  Articles  of  War  as  adopted  by  New  Hampshire,  have  not  been 
found  in  the  State  Archives:  but  the  Editor  has  personally  examined  those 
adopted  by  Massachusetts,  and  finds  that  the  same  were  subsequently  adopted, 
with  others,  by  the  Continental  Congress,  (1)  The  Massachusetts  Article* 
were  also  adopted  by  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island;  and,  with  only  a  change 
of  terms  suited  to  New  Hampshire,  are,  as  follows: 

JRules  and  Articles  of  War  for  the  Army  raised  by  the  Province 

of  New  Hampshire. 

Article  1.  All  officers  and  soldiers,  not  having  just  impediment,  shall  dili- 
gently frequent  divine  service  and  sermon,  in  the  places  appointed  for  assem- 
bling of  the  regiment,  troop  or  company  to  which  they  belong;  and  such  a» 
wilfully  absent  themselves,  or  being  present,  behave  indecently  or  irreverently, 
shall,  if  commissioned  officers,  be  broir^ht  before  a  regimental  court  martial, 
there  to  be  publickly  and  severely  reprimanded  by  the  president;  if  non-com- 
missioned  officers  or  soldiers,  every  person  so  otfending,  shall,  lor  his  first 
ofience  forfeit  one  shilling  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  wages ;  for  the  second 
otfence,  he  shall  not  only  forfeit  one  shilling,  but  be  confined,  not  exceeding 
twenty-four  hours;  and  for  every  like  otfence,  shall  suffer  and  pay  in  like 
manner;  which  money,  so  forfeited,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  sick 
soldiers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  ofiender  belongs. 

Art.  2.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  pro- 
fane oath  or  execration,  shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  foregoing 
Article;  and  if  a  commissioned  officer  be  thus  guilty  of  profane  cursing  or 
swearing,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  tor  each  and  every  sucli  offence,  the  sura 
of  four  shillings  lawfull  money. 

Art.  3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  behave  himself  with  contempt  or 
disrespect  towards  the  (general  or  Generals,  or  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
New  Hampshire  forces,  or  shall  speak  false  words  tending  to  his  or  their  hurt 
or  dishonour,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the 
judgment  of  a  General  Court  Martial. 

Art.  4.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause  or  join  in  any 
mutiny  or  sedition  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company  to  which  he  belongs, 
or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  company  of  tlie  New  Hampshire  forces, 
either  by  land  or  by  sea,  or  in  any  part,  post,  detachment  or  guard,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  shall  sutler  such  punishment  as  by  a  General  Court- 
Martial  sliall  be  ordered. 

Art.  ').  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  who  being  present 
at  any  mutiny  or  sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  suppres-t 
the  same,  on  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny  or  intended  mutiny 
does  not,  without  delay,  give  information  thereof  to  the  Commanding  officer, 
shall  be  punished  by  order  of  a  general  court-martial  according  to  the  nature 
of  his  offence. 

Art.  G.  Any  officer  ur  soldier  who  shall  strike  his  superiour  officer,  or 
draw,  or  oiler  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence 
against  liim,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever, 

(l)SeL'  liiy  Articles  in  full,  a,*  ailopted  br  (Jongresis,  in  Ainci'.  Ar.,  4  .Sei.,  Vol.  II.,  pp. 
1x5.^)— IStW.     Sko  also  RhodH   Ishuid  Articlesiii  K.  I.  i\>\.  lice..  Vol.  Vil.,  pp.  340-346,  com- 
pared with  .M.'i.s«.  Airi(.Ii;s  in  .Sec'v's  office.  Mass.  Proct-'i'ilinj^s  of  ('oii;.,Te»s  ;it  WutiTfjiwn  - 
Keb'y,  1775.— Ei). 
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or  shall  disobey  any  lawful  commands  ol  his  superiour  officer,  .shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  shall,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  ordered 
by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  7.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  desert,  or  with- 
out leave  of  his  commanding  officer,  absent  himself  from  the  troop  or  com- 
pany to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  d^tJichment  of  the  same,  shall,  upon 
being  convicted  thereof,  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  8.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  convicted  of  having  advised 
or  persuaded  any  other  officer  or  soldier  to  desert,  shall  suffer  such  punish- 
ment as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  9.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall  have  power  to  part  and 
quell  all  (juarrels,  frays,  and  disorders,  though  the  pei-sons  concerned  should 
belong  to  another  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  and  either  order  officers  to  be 
arrested,  or  non-connnissioned  officers  or  soldiers  to  be  confined  and  impris- 
oned, till  their  proper  superiour  officers  shall  be  acquainted  therewith ;  and 
whoever  shall  refuse  to  obey  such  officer  (though  of  an  inferior  rank)  or 
shall  draw  his  sword  upon  him,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Gen- 
eral Court-Martial. 

Art.  10.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachful  or  provoking 
speeches,  or  gestures  to  another,  nor  shail  presume  to  send  a  challenge  to- 
any  person  to  fight  a  duel ;  and  whoever  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  suffer 
any  person  whntsover  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall  second,  promote,  or 
carry  any  challenge,  shall  be  deemed  as  a  principal ;  and  whatsoever  officer 
or  soldier  sliall  upbraid  another  for  refusing  a  challenge,  shall  also  be  con- 
sidered as  a  challenger;  and  all  such  offenders,  in  any  of  these  or  such  like 
cases,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Art.  11.  Every  officer  commanding  in  quarters,  or  on  a  march,  shall  keep- 
good  order,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  all  such  abuses  or  dis- 
orders which  may  be  committed  by  any  officer  or  soldier  under  his  command ; 
if  upon  any  complaint  being  made  to  hhn,  of  officers  or  soldiers  beating  or 
otherwise  ill-treating  any  person,  or  if  committing  any  kind  ot  riot,  to  the 
disquieting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent,  he,  the  said  commander,  who- 
shall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  repa- 
ration made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  aa  the  offenders  wages 
shall  enable  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be  punislied  as 
ordered  by  a  General  Court-Martial,  in  such  manner  as  it  he  himself  had 
committed  the  crimes  or  disorders  complained  of. 

Art.  12.  If  any  officer  shall  think  himself  to  be  wronged  by  his  Colonel,  or 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  antl  shall,  upon  due  application 
made  to  him  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  complain  to  the  General  or 
commander-in-chief  of  the  New  Hampshire  forces,  in  order  to  obtain  justice, 
who  is  hereby  recjuired  to  examine  into  said  complaint,  and  see  that  justice 
be  done. 

Art.  l;-3.  If  any  inferiour  officer  or  soldier  sliall  think  himself  wronged  by 
his  captain,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  Troop  or  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
who  is  hereby  required  to  summon  a  regimental  court-martial  for  the  doing 
justice  to  the  complainant,  from  which  regimental  <'ourt-m.irtial  either  party 
may,  if  he  thinks  himself  still  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  Gfiieral  court-martial; 
but,  if,  upon  a  second  hearing,  the  appeal  shall  appear  to  l)t>  vexatious  and 
groundless,  the  person  so  appealing  shall  be  punished  at  llu'  discretion  of  the 
General  Court-martial. 

Art.  14.   Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  convicted., 
at  a  regimental  court-martial,    of  having  .^old,   or   designcilly,  or   through 
neglect,  w;isted  the  ammunition,  ann.s,  or  provisions,  orotlu-r  military  stores, 
delivered  out  to  him,  to  i)K  employed  in  the  service  of  thi.s  I'rovincc,  siiall,  if 
an  officer  be  reduced  to  ;i-  private  sentin'il,  and  if  a  piivate-soidier,  shall  suff.»r 
8uch  pinush(n<.'nt  as  shall  b(j  onlir<'d  i\v  a  regimentiil  court-martial. 
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Art.  16.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  be  found 
one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from  their  commanding 
officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment,  as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  or  them  by 
the  sentence  of  a  regimental  Court-martial. 

Art.  16.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp  without 
leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon  penalty  of  being 
punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  a  regimental 
court-martial. 

Art  17.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  shall  retire  to  his 
quarters  or  tent  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat;  in  default  of  which,  he  shall 
be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer. 

Art.  18.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  shall  fail  of  re- 
pairing, at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exercise,  or  other  rendez- 
vous appointed  by  the  commanding  officer,  if  not  prevented  by  sickness  or 
some  other  evident  necessity,  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  rendezvous, 
or  from  his  guard,  without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  shall 
be  regularly  dismissed  or  relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  punished,  according 
to  the  nature  of  tlie  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  Court  martial. 

Art.  19.  Whatsoever  commi^sioned  officer  shall  be  found  drunk  on  hia 
guard,  party,  or  duty,  under  arm?,  shall  be  cashiered  for  it;  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  soldier  so  offending,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
•ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  Court-martial. 

Art.  20.  Whatsoever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his  post,  or 
shall  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  shall  suffer  sueii  puuish- 
mont  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-martial. 

Art.  21.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  New  Hampshire  Army,  who,  by  dis-» 
charging  of  fire-arms,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means  wliatsoevei, 
)i<hall  occasion  false  alarms,  in  camp  or  quarters,  sliall  suffer  such  puniihment 
.03  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-martial. 

Art.  22.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall,  without  urgent  necessity,  or 
without  leave  of  his  superior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or  division,  shall  be 
punished,  according  to  tlie  nature  of  his  offimce,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Regi- 
menliil  Court-martial. 

Art.  23.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence,  or  offer  any  insult  or  abuse 
to  any  person  who  shall  bring  Provisions  or  oth<^r  necessaries  to  the  Camp  or 
Quarters  of  the  New  Hampshire  army;  any  officer  or  soldier,  so  offending, 
shall  upon  complaint  being  made  to  the  commanding  officer,  suffer  such  pun- 
ishment as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court-martial. 

.\.rt.  24.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  shamctnlly  abandon  any  Post 
committed  to  his  charije,  or  shall  speak  wonls  inducing  others  to  do  the  like 
in  time  of  an  engagement,  shall  suffer  death  immediately. 

Art.  25  Any  person  belonging  to  the  New  Hainpsliire  army,  who  shall 
make  known  the  watch  word  to  any  person  who  is  not  entitled  to  receive  it 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole 
or  watchword  different  from  what  he  received,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  jus  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court- 
martial. 

Art.  20.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  New  Hampshire  Army,  shall  relieve 
the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall  knowingly  harbour 
or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  general  court- 
martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  27.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  New  Hampshire  Army,  shall  be  con- 
victed of  holding  correspondence  with,  or  of  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  jjeneral 
Court-martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  28.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or  magazine*, 
whether  of  Artillery,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  provisions,  shall  be  secured 
for  the  aof-  of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire. 
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Art.  29.  If  any  oflBcer  or  soldier  shall  leave  hie  post  or  colours  ia  time  of 
an  engagement,  to  go  iu  search  of  plunder,  he  siiall,  upon  being  convicted 
thereof  before  a  General  Court-martial,  sutfer  such  punishment  as  by  the 
said  court-martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  30.  If  any  commander  of  any  Post,  lutrencument  or  Fortress,  shall 
be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  give  it  up  to 
the  enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned 
officers,  or  soldiers,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  so  olfended,  shall  suHer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  General  Court-martial. 

Art  31.  All  sutlers  and  Retailers  to  a  Camp,  and  all  persons  whatsoever 
serving  with  the  New  Hampshire  army  in  the  field,  thou'^h  not  enlisted  sol- 
diers, are  to  be  subject  to  the  Articles,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Army. 

Art.  32.  No  General  Court-martial  shall  consist  of  a  less  number  than 
thirteen,  none  of  which  shall  be  under  the  degree  of  a  commissioned  officer,, 
and  the  President  shall  be  afield  officer;  and  the  President  of  each  and  every 
court-martial,  whether  General  or  Regimental,  shall  have  power  to  admin- 
ister an  oath  to  every  witness,  in  order  to  the  trial  of  otienders ;  and  the 
members  of  all  courts-martial  shall  be  duly  sworn  by  the  President,  and  the 
next  in  rank  on  the  Court-martial  shall  administer  the  oath  to  the  President.. 

Art  33.  The  members,  both  of  general  and  regimental  Courts-martial, 
shall,  when  belonging  to  ditferent  corps,  take  the  same  rank  which  they  hold 
in  the  army ;  but  when  courts-martial  shall  be  composed  of  officers  of  one 
corps,  they  shall  take  their  ranks  according  to  their  commissions  by  which 
they  are  mustered  in  said  corps. 

Art.  34.  All  the  members  of  a  Court-martial  are  to  behave  with  calmness, 
decency,  and  impartiality,  and  in  giving  of  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with  tlie 
youngest  or  lowest  in  commission. 

Art.  35.  No  field  officer  shall  be  tried  by  any  person  under  the  degree  of 
a  captain ;  nor  shall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried  on  excepting  between 
the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in  case*- 
which  require  an  immediate  example. 

Art.  W.  The  commissioned  officers  of  every  regiment  may,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regimental  Court-martial 
for  the  inquiring  into  such  disputes  or  criminal  matters  as  may  come  before 
them,  and  for  the  inflicting  corporeal  punishment  for  small  oflences,  and 
shall  give  judgment  by  the  majority  of  voices;  but  no  sentence  shall  be  exe- 
cuted till  the  commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  Court-martial) 
shall  have  confirmed  the  same. 

Art.  37.  No  regimental  Court-martial  shall  consist  of  less  than  five  officers, 
excepting  in  cases  where  that  number  cannot  be  conveniently  assembled,  when, 
three  may  be  sufficient,  who  are  likewise  to  determine  upon  the  sentence  by 
the  majority  of  voices;  which  sentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  command- 
ing officer,  not  being  a  member  of  the  Court-martial. 

Art.  38.  Every  officer  commanding  iu  any  Fort,  Castle,  or  Barrack,  or  else- 
where, where  the  corps  under  his  command  consists  of  detaciiments  from 
difierent  regiments,  or  of  independent  companies,  may  assemble  Courts- 
martial,  for  the  trial  of  oftenders,  in  the  same  maimer  as  if  they  were  regi- 
mental, whose  sentence  is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  shall  be  confirmed  by  the 
said  commanding  officer. 

Art.  39.  No  person  whatsoever  shall  use  any  menacing  words,  signs,  or 
gestures,  in  the  presence  of  a  court-martial  then  sitting,  or  shall  cause  any 
disorder  or  riot,  so  as  to  disturb  their  proceeding,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Court-martial. 

Art.  40.  To  the  end  that  oflenders  may  be  brought  to  justice,  whenever 
any  officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  crime  deserving  punishment,  he  shall,, 
by  hib  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrest;  if  a  non-commLs- 
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sioned  officer  or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  either  tried  by  a  Court- 
martial,  or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged,  by  proper  authority. 

Art.  41.  No  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be  put  in  arrest  or  imprisonment 
shall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  ei.!;bt  days,  or  till  such  time 
as  a  Court-martial  can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

SArt.  42.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard  or  Provost-marshal,  shall  refuse 
to  receive  or  keep  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge  by  an  officer  belong- 
ing to  the  New  Hampshire  forces;  which  officer  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
ddiver  an  account  in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  of  the  crime  with  which 
the  said  prisoner  is  charged. 

Art.  43.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  Provost-marshal,  shall  pre- 
sume to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge  without  proper  au- 
thority for  so  doing,  nor  shall  he  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty 
of  being  punished  for  it  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-martial. 

Art.  44.  Every  officer  or  Provost-marshal,  to  whose  charge  prisoners  shall 
be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four  hours  alter  such  com- 
mitment, or  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  relieved  from  his  guard,  to  give  in  writing 
to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  whom  the  prisoner  belongs  (where  the  pris- 
oner is  confined  upon  the  guard  belonging  to  the  said  regiment,  and  that  his 
oflFence  only  relates  to  the  neglect  of  duty  in  his  own  Corps)  or  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  who 
committed  them,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  lor  his  disobedience  or 
neglect,  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-martial. 

Art.  45.  And  if  any  officer  under  arrest  shall  leave  his  confinement  before 
he  is  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a  superior  power,  he 
shall  be  cashiered  for  it. 

Art.  46.  ^Vhatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  convicted  before  a  gen- 
eral Court-martial  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  is 
imbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Art.  47.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matrosses,  drivers,  or  any  other 
persons  whatsoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  the  service  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Artillery,  shall  be  governed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  be  tried  by  Courts-martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  New  Hampshire  troops. 

Art.  48.  In  differences  arising  amongst  themselves,  or  in  matters  relating 
solely  to  their  own  corps,  the  Courts- martial  may  be  composed  of  their  own 
officers;  but  where  a  number  sufficient  of  such  officers  cannot  bo  assembled 
or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are  interested  the  officers  of  Artillery  shall 
sit  in  Courts-martial  with  the  officers  of  the  other  corps. 

Art.  49.  All  crimes,  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and  neglects,  which  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  Articles  of  War,  are  to  be  taken 
cognizance  of  by  a  general  or  regimental  Court-martial,  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  the  offence,  and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  .'30.  No  Court-raartial  shall  order  any  offender  to  be  whipped  or  re- 
ceive more  than  thirty  nine  stripes  tor  any  offence. 

•Art.  51.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment'  are  to  appoint  some 
suitable  person  belonging  to  such  regiment,  to  receive  all  such  fines  as  may 
arise  within  the  same,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  fores^oing  Articles,  and 
^nall  direct  the  same  to  be  carefully  and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  such 
sick,  wounded  or  necessitous  soldiers  as  liflonu  to  such  regiment;  ;ind  such 
person  shall  account  with  such  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  applica< 
tion  thereof. 

Art.  52.  All  members  sitting  in  Courts-martial  shall  be  sworn  i>y  the  I'res- 
ideutof  ."aid  Courts,  which  President  shall  himself  be  sworn  by  the  officer  in 
said  court  next  in  rank;  the  Ojth  to  be  administered  previous  to  their  pro- 
ceeding to  the  trial  of  any  oilender,  in  form  following,  viz: 
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"  You,  A.  B.  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try  and  impartially  deter- 
mine the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  according  to  the  Rules  for 
regulating  the  New  Hampshire  army.    So  help  you  God." 

Art.  53.  All  persons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  case,  before  a  court- 
martial,  who  shall  refuse  to  j^ive  evidence,  shall  be  punislied  for  such  refusal 
at  the  discri'lion  of  such  court-martial:  Tlie  oath  to  be  administered  ia  the 
following  form,  viz: 

"  You  swear  the  evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  case  now  in  hearing,  shall 
be  the  truth,  the  xohole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth:  So  help  you 
Goiy. 


Voted,  Tint  Col"  John  Fenton  is  not  a  friead  to  this  country. 

Voted,  That  the  Records  &  tiles  of  the    Secretaries   office  & 
clerk's  office  of  the  Superiour  Court,  be  kept  at  Jno.  Rice,  Esq*. 

The  Register  of  Deeds  office  be  kept  at  Deacon  Sara^  Brooks. 

Register  of  Probates  office  be  kept  at  William  Parker's,  jun' 
Esq'. 

Inferi""  Court  &  Quarter  Sessions  offices  records  &c.  to  be  kept 
at  Noah  Emery's,  Esq". 

Voted,  That  Mess"  Sam'  Brooks,  Capt.  Steph"  Evans,  Maj' 
"Weeks,  Sam'  Dudley  Esq.  &  Lieut  Th*  Bartlett  be  a  Committee- 
to  remove  the  Records  to  the  above  mentioned  places  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

[p.  84.]  Voted,  That  the  Secretary,  the  Clerk  of  the  Sup' 
Court,  the  Register  of  Deeds,  the  Register  of  the  Court  of  Pro- 
bate ifc  the  Clerk  of  the  Inferior  Court  <fc  Quarter  Sessions,  be 
requested  to  accompany  the  Committee  with  the  several  Records 
to  Exeter,  &  to  keep  them  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this  Con- 
gress, until  further  directions  from  s*^  Congress,  and  in  c;i8e«tho8e 
Gentlemen  should  refuse  to  go  to  Exeter  &  keep  their  Respective 
offices  there,  then  the  Committee  are  impower'd  to  Receive  & 
give  Rec'  for  the  Records. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


June  30*. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  Gen'  Folsom's  commission  be  dated  y'  '24""  May  »fc 
that  he  rank  as  a  Maj"^  General. 

Voted  That  Whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  have  appointed 
Alex""  Scamel  (1)  to  be  a  Brigade  Maj',  Voted  that  he  have  pay 

(t")  Ai.EXANUEB  ScAMMKLL,  afterwards  diatinguished  in  military  life,  -vas  bom  in  Men- 
don,  now  Milford,  Mass.,  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  176!).  Ho  studied  law  witlj  Gen. 
John  Sullivan,  of  Durham,  N.  H.,  asflstod  Capt.  Holland  in  surveys  for  hlg  map  of  New 
Hampshire,  1774;  in  1776,  he  wa.'*  appointed  Colonel  of  the3il  N.  H.  Itegiment.  In  17S0,  he 
was  Ailjutant  General  In  tlie  Continental  army  under  Gen.  Washington,  in  which  office  he 
remained  till  his  death.  At  the  jlege  of  Vorktown,  September  30,  he  was  officer  of  the  day, 
and  while  reconnoittTlng  the  enemy's  position,  w.'is  surprised  by  a  party  of  their  horse, 
taken  prisoner,  ami  afterwanls  wounded  by  them.  He  aled  at  WllUamgburg,  Va.,  Oct.  6, 
1781,  n:sn\  about  33  vearg.  [See  Blog.  Notu^  in  Potter's  Mil.  Hlat..  Adg.  Gen.  Rep.,  Vol. 
II.,  p.  .TOy,  Alkiii'H  Bi'ig.  Dio.,  &r.  —  Rd. 
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accordingly,  which  is  to  be  agreeable  to  what  is  paid  in  the  Mass* 
Colony  for  such  an  officer. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  iSam'  Brooks  be  of  the  Committee  of  Supplys* 
instead  ot  Col.  Nich'  Gilman. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  chosen  &  appointed  to  take  out  of 
the  custody  of  Col"  .John  Fenton,  the  Files  nnd  Records  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  &  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Grafton,  and  that  the  same  be  de- 
livered for  safe  keeping  to  Col°  John  Herd  &  that  Col.  Beedel  (1) 
Israel  Morey  Esq"",  Mr.  Abel  Webster,  Capt.  Matthew  Thornton 
&  Capt.  Weston,  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
above. 

[p.  85.]  Voted,  That  it  be  &  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
Justices  of  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  Courts  of  Judi- 
cature &  Quarter  Sessions,  for  the  several  Counties  in  this  Colony, 
That  they  adjourn  their  respective  Courts  by  Proclamation  or 
otherways,  to  the  first  day  of  the  next  Term  of  Each  of  s**  courts 
respectively,  till  further  advice  of  this  Congi-ess.  Adjourned  till 
3  o'clock. 

P.  M. 

Voted,  That  Capt  Sam^  Langdon  have  42  lb  of  the  Colony 
Powder  for  his  Company  at  Portsm",  they  pay»^  for  the  same. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  they  only,  shall 
draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver  General  for  all  and  any 
sum  or  suras  of  money  that  shall  be  or  is  already  voted  for  the 
Supplies  of  our  Forces  as  the  s*'  Committee  shall  find  occasion, 
and  the  s*^  Treasurer  or  Receiver  General  is  hereby  directed  to  pay 
no  orders  but  such  as  afores**,  &  the  s''  committee  of  Safety  are  to 
be  accountable  to  this  Congress  for  all  the  money  drawn  out  of 
the  Treasury  by  their  order.     Adjourned  for  one  <k  a  half  hour. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Col"  Fenton  be  confineti. 

Voted,  That  Col"  John  Fenton  be  con  lined  in  the  Goal  in  this 
Town,  till  further  orders  from  this  Congress. 

Votrd,  That  Col"  John  Fenton  be  supported  like  a  Gentle"  at 
the  Expence  of  this  Colony,  till  further  Ord'  from  this  Congress. 

Adjourn'd  till  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


[p.  86.]  July  ]»'. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Col"  John  Fentou  be  sent  to  Head  Quarters  ot  tlie 
New  Ilamp'  Forces. 

(l)Col.  Timothy  Bedeix,  wIiobc  name  fiequeiitly  occurs  in  theBe  Provincial  Papere, 
was  one  of  the  brave  and  rirm  i)atri(>tB  ol'  the  Kevolution.  His  history  is  best  learned  by 
reference  to  the  offices  which  he  held  dui  ing  the  period  of  tlie  Indian  wars  from  1754-1763, 
and  also  in  the  Kevolutionary  period.  The  reader  is  referred  to  his  name  in  the  Index  in 
this  and  preceding  volumes.  He  was  the  (inin(l/atlitr '  of  Gen.  John  BedeU  of  Batb. 
and  of  the  Hon.  Hazen  Bedell  of  Colebrook.  N.  H.  —  Ed. 
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Voted,  That  the  Proclamation  Issued  by  the  Continental  Con- 
trresa  of  the  ri""  Inst,  appointing  •JO'"  July  to  be  kept  as  a  day  of 
Fasting  <fe  prayer  be  {)rinte(l  &,  sent  to  all  the  Towns  in  this 
Colony. 

Proclamation  /'or  a  day  of  Faxting  and  Prayer. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  184<5.| 

[In  Continental  Congress.]     Monday,  June  12,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  preparing  a  Resolve  (or  a  Fast,  brought  in  a 
Report;  which  being  read,  wa.s  agreed  to,  as  follows,  viz. 

As  the  great  Governour  of  the  world,  by  his  supreme  and  universal  provi- 
dence, not  only  conducts  the  course  of  nature  with  unerring  wisdom  and 
rectitude,  but  frequently  influences  the  minds  of  men  to  serve  the  wise  and 
gracious  purposes  of  his  providential  government;  and  it  being,  at  all  timeSj 
our  indispensable  duty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  his  superintending  provi- 
dence, especially  in  times  of  impending  danger  and  publick  calamity,  to  rev- 
erence and  adore  his  immutible  Justice  as  well  as  to  implore  his  merciful 
interposition  for  our  deliverance: 

This  Congress,  therefore,  considering  the  present  critical,  alarming,  and 
calamitious  state  of  these  Colonies,  do  earnestly  recommenl  that,  Thursday, 
the  twentieth  day  of  July  next,  be  observed  by  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
English  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  as  a  day  of  publick  humiliation,  fasting 
and  prayer;  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  unfeiguedly  confess 
and  deplore  our  many  sins,  and  otfer  up  our  joint  supplications  to  the  all- 
wise,  omnipotent,  and  merciful  Disposer  of  all  events;  humbly  beseeching 
him  to  forgive  oiu"  iniquities,  to  remove  our  present  calamities,  to  avert  those- 
desolating  judgments  with  which  we  are  threatened,  and  to  bless  our  rightftii 
Sovereign,  King  George  the  Third,  and  inspire  him  with  wisdom  to  discern 
and  pursue  the  true  interest  of  all  his  subjects,  that  a  spet.'dy  end  may 
be  put  to  the  civil  discord  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies, 
without  further  etfusion  of  blood ;  and  that  the  British  Nation  may  be  influ- 
enced to  regard  the  things  that  belong  to  her  peace,  before  they  are  hid  from 
her  eyes ;  that  these  Colonies  may  be  ever  under  the  care  and  protection  of  a 
kind  Providence,  and  be  prospered  in  all  their  interests;  that  the  divine 
blessing  may  descend  and  rest  upon  all  our  civil  rulers,  and  upon  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  the  several  Assemblies  and  Conventions,  that  they 
may  be  directed  to  wise  and  etlectual  measures  for  preserving  the  union,  and 
becuring  the  just  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Colonies;  that  virtue  and  true 
religion  may  revive  and  flourish  throughout  our  laud ;  and  that  America  may 
»iOon  behold  a  gracious  interposition  of  Heaven,  for  the  redress  of  her  many 
grievances,  the  restoration  of  her  invaded  rights,  a  reconciliation  with  the 
Parent  state  on  terms  constitutional  and  honourable  to  both ;  and  tJiat  her 
I  ivil  and  religious  privileges  may  be  secured  to  the  latest  posterity. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians  of  all  denominations,  to  iissemble  for 
publick  worship,  and  to  abstain  from  servile  labour  and  recreation  on  said 
day. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  signed  by  the  President,  and  attested 
!iy  the  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  newspapers  and  in  handbills. 

Voted  that  Capt  Moulton  be  desired  to  take  four  men  out  of 
Capt.  Elkins'  Comp"  &  an  otiicer  at  Hampton  &  send  Col°  Fenton 
to  Head  Quarters,  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  this  Congress,  as  soou 
as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be*fc  hereby  are  directed 
to  answer  that  part  of  Gen'  Folsome's  letter  relating  to  Matrossea 

'35 
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&  to  make  such  orders  concerning  them  as  the  s**  Committee  shall 
think  best. 

Voted,  That  Mess"  Sara'  Sherburne,  Peirce  Long,  Col.  Nich* 
Gilmau,  &  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Esq""  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  draft  for  an  Emission  of  a  further  sum  of  paper  Notes. 

Voted,  That  Mess"  Ca|)t.  Jerem**  Folsom,  Maj'  Chiles,  Rev.  Mr. 
Webster,  Sam'  Dudley  Esq.,  Enoch  Hale  Esq.,  Antipas  Oilman  & 
Deacon  Knowles,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  plan  in  order  to 
Regulate  the  Militia  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  chosen  to  confer  with  y*  Congress 
in  the  Mass'  and  if  they  then  see  best  with  the  Assembly  in 
Rhode  Island  &  Conn',  respecting  the  information  w'^''  we  have 
Rec"^  of  the  situation  of  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point  &  Canada  & 
the  Frontiers  of  New  York  &  New  Hamp',  &  endeavoring  to 
gain  such  further  intelligence  as  they  can  procure  of  the  situation 
of  Canada,  &  the  views  of  those  Assemblies  relative  to  any  plan 
[p.  87.]  of  operations  in  those  parts  &  that  the  above  Committee 
proceed  with  the  utmost  expedition  in  the  business  to  which  they 
are  chosen,  and  that  Mess"  jona  Child  <fc  Oliver  Ashley  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  above  purpose. 

Voted  That  this  Congress  is  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  Monday  p.  m. 


Monday,  July  3**  p.  m. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Theodore  At- 
kinson &  George  Jaffrey,  Esq",  reported  that  they  received  of  the 
Hon*""  George  Jaffrey  Esq.  the  sum  of  £1516:4:  8  Proc°  Money 
and  further  reported  as  on  file. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  afores''  deliver  the  money  bro't  from 
Mr.  Treasurer  Jaffrev  to  Col"  Nicholas  Gilman  Receiver  General 
appointed  by  this  Congress,  and  take  his  receipt  therefore  &  make 
report  to  this  Congress. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to  the  Hon''"' 
George  Jaffrey  Esq'  for  his  ready  compliance  to  pay  into  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  the  public  money. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee who  received  the  public  money  for  their  faithful  and  able 
<li8charge  of  the  trust  committed  to  them  in  demanding  and  re- 
ceiving the  Colony's  moneys  fi-om  the  Hon*"'^  George  Jaffrey,  Esq'. 

A  letter  fi'om  Dr.  Wheelock  giving  an  ace'  of  the  State  of  mat- 
ters in  Canada  laid  before  the  Congress,  and  after  considering 
thereon 

Voted  that  Timothy  Bedel  &  Mr.  John  Wheelock  Immediately 
proceed  to  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
with  a  copy  of  said  Letter  tfc  further  Inform  them  relative  thereto. 
Adjourned  till  to  morrow  8  o'clock. 
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Letter  to  the  Maasachusetts  Congress  relating  to  Canada, 
[Copieil  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  21.] 

Exeter.  July  3,  1775. 

<iENTLKMEN  — 

We  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  convey  to  you  some  Intelligence  we 
have  just  receiv'd  from  Canada,  by  the  way  of  Mr.  Dean,  a  missionary  lately 
■come  from  that  country.  We  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  trora  Dr.  Wheelock 
and  from  a  Committee  in  Hanover.  Mr.  Wheelock  «&  Col"  Bedel,  who  will 
t^ke  the  charge  of  this,  will  be  able  to  give  you  perhaps  some  further  par- 
ticulars. 

We  wish  to  have  as  soon  as  possible  your  judgment  on  the  matter,  &  shall 
probably  defer  actin<:  untill  we  hear  from  you.  If  any  plan  of  operations 
towards  or  in  Canada  is  suitable,  we  wish  to  act  in  concert  with  you  &  the 
fit\u*r  Colonies  in  the  neighborhood.  We  trust  we  shall  not  be  backward  in 
exerting  ourselves  in  the  common  Defence,  but  would  act  with  caution  in  a 
matter  of  Importance. 

We  are  with  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Friends  &  Brethren 

in  the  common  cause. 
In  the  name  &  by  the  order  of  the  Congresa. 

Hou*>'  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Mass*  Bay. 


Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  XL,  p.  3.] 

Dartrao'  College,  June  28,  1775. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  now  sitting  at  Exeter — 

Much  respected  Gentlevien  — 

Yesterday  Mr.  Dean  returned  from  his  Tour  to  Canada  where  I  sent  him 
in  the  capacity  of  a  Missionary  last  March  with  a  view  to  strengthen  and  per- 
petuate that  Friendship  which  has  lately  commenced  between  the  Indian 
Tribes  in  that  Quarter  and  the  Seminary,  attach  them  to  these  Colonies,  and 
«ecure  these  Frontiers  from  an  invasion  from  that  Quarter;  And  ou  hearing 
his  Narrative,  the  Intelligence  appeared  so  interesting,  and  the  authority  so 
good,  that  I  thought  best  to  send  him  forward  immediately  to  the  Hon''' 
Continental  Congress,  whose  measures  I  thought  would  probably  be  gov- 
erned in  some  important  Respects  by  his  accounts. 

The  Tribes  of  Indians  near  Montreal  &  Quebec  are  doubtless  well  affected 
towards  these  Colonies  and  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in;  But  about  40  sav- 
atres  from  a  great  distance  came  to  Montreal  with  a  profession  of  coming  to 
a  Congress  or  Treaty,  he  understood,  at  the  desire  of  the  Governor,  who 
ordered  the  Commissary  to  make  Provision  for  the  Entertainment  of  three 
Hundred  more,  by  which  he  supposed  that  number  was  expected  soon.  The 
neighboring  Tribes  will  none  of  them  join  with  the  Governor,  excepting  that 
the  Caghnawagas,  to  save  themselves  from  being  destroyed,  have  engaged 
to  assist  in  defending  him  at  Montreal;  but  to  go  no  further;  and  gave  the 
fullest  evidence  that  this  concession  was  only  tor  self-preservation,  and  Mr. 
Dean  is  confident  that  the  Governor  cant  persuade  an  Indian  there  so  much 
iifi  to  conduct  those  foreigners  through  the  woods  to  our  settlement*.  He 
further  informs  that  the  iiihaliilant*  of  Canada  were  much  alarmed  at  our 
people*'  taking  the  ForLs  on  the  Lake;  and  that  upon  it  the  Regulars  exerted 
themselves  much  in  preparing  themselves  for  an  attack  from  our  soldiers, 
«od  that  this  «,ppt^j.ied  to  be  their  gran'l  object  when  he  left  the  place.     But 
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my  son,  who  comes  on  purpose,  can  give  you  a  more  full  &  particular  ac- 
count of  this  &  of  the  present  state  of  Oswego,  «&;c. 

And  I  would  humbly  propose  to  your  consideration.  Gentlemen,  whether 
it  be  not  expedient,  and  of  the  first  and  greatest  importance  to  the  safety  of 
the  whole,  that  all  these  frontier  Towns  be  well  and  speedily  supplyed  witl> 
tire-arms  &  ammunition,  and  as  much  as  they  can,  put  themselves  into  a 
posture  of  defence :  and  that  in  order  hereto,  some  method  to  procure  such 
stores  be  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Hon"  Congress  and  also  some  means  be 
provided  to  make  it  practicable  by  such  as  are  poor  and  unable  to  purchase 
for  themselves. 

I  most  heartily  pray  the  Father  of  Lights  to  direct  you  in  your  consulta- 
tions and  Determinations  on  this  most  interesting  affair:  And  Am,  much 
n'spected  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

Eleazer  Wheklock, 

P.  S.  My  sou  can  inform  you  of  the  measures  used  by  the  Canadian- 
Indians  to  engage  all  their  allies  not  to  join  against  us. 

Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing  Letter  I  have  seen  a  man  direct  from  Albany, 
and  late  from  Mount  Johnson,  who  informs  me  that  Col°  G.  Johnson- 
has  lately  received  Presents  to  the  amount  of  £3,000  from  the  King  to  be 
disposed  of  to  ingage  the  Indians  within  his  Jurisdiction  against  the  Colo- 
nies ;  and  that  all  his  Endeavours  for  that  purpose  have  been  fruitless,  that 
not  one  of  the  Indians  would  go  to  receive  the  Present  —  that  said  superin- 
tendant  is  withdrawn  with  his  Family  &  presents  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  but 
where  he  is  going  is  not  known  —  that  the  Mohocks  &  Oneidas  are  firm  for 
the  Colonies,  which  also  agrees  with  other  accounts. 


Thursday  July  4"^  1775. 

Voted  That  Noah  Emery  Esq.  be  &  hereby  is  Appointed 
Deputy  Secretary  of  this  Congress. 

The  Complaint  &  Petition  of  Enoch  Bean  being  read  &  con- 
sidered, It  is  refer'd  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Gilmantown. 

[p.  88.]  Voted,  That  the  Rev''  Mr.  Sam'  Webster,  Israel  Morey 
Esq'  and  John  McClary  Esq""  be  a  Committee  to  make  a  draft  of  a 
vote  for  Establishing  &  Encouraging  sundry  Manufactury  in  this- 
Colony. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Matthew  Tliornton  &  John  Dudley  Esq""  be 
added  to  the  Comittee  for  bringing  in  a  plan  for  regulating  the 
Militia. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  hereby  are 
Directed  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver  General  for  one 
months  pay  to  be  paid  to  the  Widows  or  legal  Representatives  of 
officers  &  souldiers  as  have  been  killed  in  the  service  of  this 
Colony  in  the  Present  unhappy  warr. 

Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  settling  &  officering  the  Mili- 
tia of  this  Colony  be  postponed  till  further  consideration  of  thia^ 
Congress. 

Voted,   That   Col"  Baitlett,    Col»   Hurd  and   the   Hon"'*  Col. 
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Weare  be  joined  to  the  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Draft  for  an 
Emission  of  a  further  sum  of  Paper  Notes. 

Voted,  That  a  Publick  Stock  of  Fire  arms  shall  be  provided 
tor  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  five  hundred  good  fire  arras  be  Provided  &  that  a 
Committee  of  three  members  of  this  body  be  chosen  to  procure 
them  aa  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  Capt.  Jeremiah  Folsom,  Mr. 
Moses  Parsons  and  Capt.  Stephen  Evens  be  the  Committee  for 
that  Purpose,  and  that  they  Previously  Enquire  how  cheap  they 
can  procure  them,  and  make  report  as  soon  as  may  be  to  this 
Congress,  if  sitting,  or  otherwise  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
upon  whose  approbation  they  are  to  procure  the  same.  Also  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  hereby  are  Impowered  to  Ad- 
vance out  of  the  Treasury  such  sums  as  they  shall  think  proper, 
to  the  said  Committee  for  Procuring  Materials  for  the  Purpose  of 
making  Fire  arms  <fec. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


[p.  89.]  July  G""  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournm'. 

A  Petition  being  read  from  the  Town  of  Monadnock  No.  5(1) 
the  Coqgress  have  taken  the  same  under  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  &  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  said 
Town  of  Monadnock,  No.  5,  that  they  proceed  to  choose,  as  soon 
■.\a  may  be.  the  several  Town  officers,  which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  internal  Government  of  s**  Town,  such  as  Selectmen,  Consta- 
bles &c.  as  are  chosen  in  other  Towns  in  this  Colony  at  their 
annual  Town  meeting ;  also  that  they  choose  a  Committee  of 
tSatety,  or  of  CoiTespondence  for  said  Town,  and  also  that  the  s* 
Town  (if  occasion  requires  it)  may  use  the  money  in  the  hands 
-of  Mr.  James  Lewis,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  of  fire  arms  & 
ammunition,  and  for  w"^  money  s'*  Town  is  to  be  accountable  to 
this  Colony  or  Congress  &  County  of  Cheshire,  when  Demanded, 
and  further  it  is  Resolved,  that  Mr.  Jonathan  Frost  be,  &  hereby 
is  appointed  by  this  Congress,  the  moderator  of  the  first  meeting 
in  8**  Town,  &  that  Mess"  Jonathan  Frost,  Benj*  Tucker  &  Thoma.** 
Riggs,  be  &  hereby  are  impower'd  to  call  s^  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver  General  of  this  Colony  appointed 
by  the  Congress,  be  hereby  impowered  to  give  his  Note  of  hand 
on  tiie  Faith  of  the  Colony  payable  to  the  possessor  for  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  Ten  thousand  pounds  of  the  present  currency  or 
Lawfull  money  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  aibres"*  by  a  Tax  on 
the  Polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  viz : 

(DMow  Marlborougb.— Bd. 
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Two  thousand  pounds  to  be  paid  by  the  'iO"*  Dec'  vr"^  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  and  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
[p.  90.]'pounds  bv  the  '20"*  Dec"^  1777 ;  Three  thousand  pounds  by 
the  20"'  Dec'  1778,  Two  thousand  pounds  by  the  20'"  Dec'  1779  -^ 
and  the  Notes  shall  be  printed  off  with  printing  Types  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  Hon'''  Meshech  Weare  Esq'  &  Capt. 
Peirce  Long,  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  this  Congress  for 
that  Purpose  —  Eight  thousand  Pounds  of  which  first  mentioned 
to  cany  Interest  the  same  with  those  already  emitted  &  to  be  of 
y*  following  Denomiuations,  viz. — 

Three  thousand  nine  hundred  &  ninety  nine  pounds  to  be  in 
Bills  of  three  pounds  each:  two  thousand  &  one  pounds  in  Bill& 
of  thirty  shillings,  nine  Inindred  ninety  nine  pounds,  tiftteen  shil- 
lings in  Bills  of  fifteen  >hillings ;  —  six:  hundred  sixty  seven 
pounds  in  Bills  of  Ten  shillings;  three  hundred  thirty  three 
pounds  five  shillings  in  Bills  of  five  shillings,  making  in  the  whole 
the  s"^  Eight  thousand  pounds.  The  Form  of  s'  Notes  to  be  in 
the  following  words  with  such  other  Device  as  mav  be  orderM  by 
the  Congress  or  Committee,  viz: 


Colony  of      )  ^^ 
NewHampr  |  ^^■ 

The  possessor  of  this  N"ote  shall  be  entitled  to  Receive  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  this  Colony  the  sum  of shillings  Lawful!  money 

on  the  20*  Dec""  177  with  Interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  ct.  pr  Annum, 
and  this  Xote  shall  be  reef^  in  all  payments  at  the  Treasury  at  any  time 
after  the  date  hereof  for  the  principal  sum  without  Interest  if  paid  before 
the  s"^  20^^  day  December  A.  D.  177 

E.  T.  •        X.  (Jr. 


[p.  91.]  And  the  Treasurer  or  Committee  wlio  shall  number 
the  same  shall  fill  the  Blank  left  tor  time  of  payment  in  a  number 
of  Bills  sutticient  to  compleat  Two  thousand  pounds,  with  the 
figure  6,  &  a  number  to  compleat  three  thousand  with  the  figure 
7,  &  three  thousand  pounds  with  the  figure  8. 

The  remaining  two  thousand  pounds  to  be  small  Bills  of  the 
following  Denominations,  without  Inf.  viz :  One  hundred  pounds 
in  Bills  of  six  pence,  one  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  in  Bills  of  nine 
pence,  three  liundred  pounds  in  Bills  of  une  .•shilling  &  six  pence^ 
three  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  in  Bills  of  two  shillings  &  six  pence, 
six  hundre<l  pounds  in  Bills  of  three  shillings,  making  iu  all  the 
s**  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds.  The  Bills  to  be  in  tlie  following 
Forms : 


Colony  of  New  Hampshire  July  25,  1775. 

The  possessor  of  this  Note  shall  be  intitled  to  Receive  of  the  Treasurer 

of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of Lawfull  money,  on  the  20**^ 

Dec''  1779,  &  this  Xote  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  at  the  Treasury 
at  any  time  atler  the  date  hereof. 

E.  T.  y.  a. 
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And  all  the  above  Notes  when  redeemed  shall  be  consumed  to 
ashes  in  the  presence  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Colony  as  a 
Committee  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Rec'**  a  petition  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  at  Portsm"  respect- 
inor  the  reraovinsj  of  the  several  Records  from  the  Town  of 
Portsm"  to  Exeter,  which  being  read  &  considered,  then 

[p.  92.]  Voted,  That  the  vote  be  not  reconsidered  as  desired 
by  the  petitioners. 

Voted,  That  two  Congresses  not  exceeding  66  men  each,  includ- 
ing officers,  be  raised  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  that  they  be  stationed 
as  this  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  shall  think  proper. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Meshech  Weare  be  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon*'*  Meshech  Weare,  Esi\'  be  President  Pro 
Tempore. 

Voted  That  the  Committee  of  Newbury  Port  liave  the  loan  of 
two  24  pound  or  32,  or  6  pound  cannon,  &  that  the  Rev'^  Mr. 
Sterns  &  Mr.  Webster  be  a  Com""'  to  acquaint  them  of  the  same. 

Voted,  That  it  be  &  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  Selectmen 
or  Committee  to  take  exact  list  of  all  the  Hre  arms  fitt  for  use  in 
their  respective  Towns  &  Parishes,  in  this  Colony ;  also  of  what 
are  wanting  in  each  Town  &  Parish  &  Lay  the  same  betbre  this 
Congress  at  their  next  meeting  by  their  Delegates. 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  be  adjourned  to  8  o'clock  tomorrow. 


July  6'\ 

Met  according  to  adjournm'. 

Voted,  niat  the  Plate  which  was  used  in  striking  otf  the  lU,UoO£ 
be  altered  by  erasing  the  tiate  and  disfiguring  the  Devices  upon 
the  plates  &  that  Ebenezer  Thompson  &  Geo.  Frost.  Esq"  be  a 
Committee  to  see  it  done,  &  then  deliver  the  s''  Plates  to  the 
Receiver  General  tor  the  purjiose  of  keeping  the  same  safe. 

[p.  93.]  \'oted  &  Resolved  by  this  Convention,  that  any  j>er- 
flons  who  Tuay  be  detecte<l  in  counterfeiting  &  passing  any  of  the 
Treasurer's  Notes  of  this  Colony,  shall  upon  full  conviction  c»f  the 
Crime,  before  this  or  any  future  Convention  of  the  Colony,  be 
deemed  an  Enemy  or  Enemies  to  their  Country,  and  punished 
according  to  the  Discretion  of  the  s^  Convention  before  w"^  he  or 
they  may  be  so  try'd  »fe  convicted.     Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 
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Voted,  Tli.it  the  following  Receipt  be  entered  into  this  Book,  viz  : 

Exeter,  July  4"i  1775.  Rec*!  by  virtue  of  the  above  vote  of  Provincial 
ConsT^ss  from  the  Committee  the  Sum  of  tifteen  hundred  &  Eleven  pounds 
2s  8  Proclamation  money  Rec'^  into  the  Province  Treasury. 

pr.  Nich"  Gilnian.  Rec""  Gen'. 

Voted,  Tliat  Capt,  John  Parker  have  orders  to  Enlist  one  of 
the  Companys  last  voted  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  and  that  Asa 
Pattee  be  recommended  for  his  Lieutenant. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  James  Osgood  have  orders  to  Enlist  the 
other  of. said  Compa^"  And  that  Capt.  Matthew  Thornton  be 
recommended  for  his  Lieutenant. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Peirce  Long  be  Excus'd  as  a  Committee  man 
to  take  the  care  &  Direction  of  Printing  off  the  Notes  ordered  by 
this  Congress  to  he  i)riuted,  An<l  that  Samuel  Cutts,  Escj.,  be  & 
hereby  is  chosen  &  appointeil  for  that  purpose  in  the  room  <fc 
stead  of  said  Capt.  Long. 

Voted,  'J'hat  this  Congress  be  adjourned  till  tomorrow  7  o'clock, 

A.  M. 


July  7'". 

Met  according  to  Mdjonrnment. 

The  Committee  a[>pointed  to  remove  the  Piiblick  records  ifec. 
make  the  following  returns,  viz.  That  they  jiroceeded.  to  Ports- 
mouth the  Fourth  and  Sixth  Inst,  deceived  &  bi-o't  to  Exeter  ifc 
[p.  94.]  Deposited  in  the  several  phices  ordered  by  tiie  Congress 
All  the  Records  »&  Rolls  in-m  the  several  otlices  (mentioned  in 
their  Instructions)  which  were  shewn  to  them,  Excei>ting  some 
books  of  Cli.irters  which  tlie  Hon'''*"  Secretary  Atkinson  IiifornuMl 
the  (.■otmnittce  that  Gov'^  Wentworth  had  st'iht  foi-  a  tew  <lays 
since. 


Letf'.'r  /mm   Hon.    ThtO'lore  Al/xitison. 
[Copied  from  .MS.  State  Pap.  &c..  Vol.  II.,  p.  "Jo.] 

Portsmouth,  Xew  Hainp',  July  (i,  177.3. 

(.TENTI.IiMKN  — 

In  answer  to  your  roqui'st  touching  my  Delivery  of  the  records  &  tilea 
I)eioiiiiit\!i  to  and  now  in  the  Secretary's  ottice  of  this  Province,  I  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  you  that  I  am  by  his  Majesty's  Special  Commission  appointed  Sec- 
retary of  this  Province  during  his  Ma,iHsty's  Pleasure  &  my  rt-sidence  in  the 
Province,  and  agreeable  thereto  I  was  admitted  &  sworn  into  that  office  <Sr- 
had  the  Keeping  the  archives  belonging  thereto  deliver'd  to  nie  and  put  under 
ray  Direction  &.  in  my  keeping.  You  cannot  hut  .-ict;  my  Honour  and  my 
Oath  forbids  my  consent  or  even  my  connivance  in  such  a  Delivery,  —  unless 
accompanied  with  Ids  Majesty's  supersedent  or  n\y  not  being  in  this  ProT- 
in«».     Gentlemen  — Tlie  Difficulties,  I  mav  say  the"  Distresses  in  the  Prov- 
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I  nee,  &  indeed  of  the  whole  Continent  are  such  tli.it  every  cause  of  additional 
Perplexity  need  be  avoided.  I  have,  (Jentlemen,  no  tiio'ts  of  attemptinj?  to 
maintain  the  security  of  the  Records  in  my  custody  by  force  —  this  I  know 
would  have  no  good  effect;  mj  aim  is  only  to  remove  any  grounds  of  com- 
plaint that  may  be  against  me  tor  either  Neglect  or  mal-Practice  iu  the  Exe- 
cution of  my  said  office. 

I  am,  Gent",  with  proper  Regards 

your  Humb'  Serv* 

TUEODOKE   ATKIXSOJf.(l) 

To  Majr  Will'"  Weeks  &  the 
rest  of  Committee. 

Whereas  this  Congress  have  resolved  it  as  their  opinion,  That 
;ill  the  Publick  records  of  this  Colony  were  in  this  time  of  Danger 
unsafe  in  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  and  that  the  same  should  be 
removed  to  the  Town  of  Exeter,  all  which  records  have  in  conse- 
quence thereof  been  removed  by  a  Committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  as  tar  as  came  to  their  knowledge.  Except  the  books  of 
charters  ot  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  Therefore  It  is  now 
Resolved  That  the  Hon'''  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq'  Secretary  of 
this  Colony  is  accountable  to  the  People  for  said  Records,  and 
he  ought  without  delay  to  Deliver  the  same  to  said  Committee. 

Whereas  by  a  vote  of  this  Congress  of  the  2S*^  June  last  the 
Publick  records  were  ordered  to  be  Removed  to  Exeter  as  a  plac« 
of  safety,  and  as  the  real  Intent  of  the  vote  may  be  mistaken,  or 
not  understood,  It  is  Now  resolved  that  it  was  the  sole  Intent  <fc 
jneaning  of  this  Congress  in  removing  the  aforesaid  Records,  that 
they  might  bi^  kept  in  a  place  of  more  security  than  they  appre- 
hended Portsmouth  to  be,  and  not  to  tix  them  from  being  re- 
moved again  to  Portsmouth  whenever  the  Present  Ditticulty  & 
Danger  may  subside. 

V.)ted,  That  Deacon  Samuel  Brooks,  Noah  Emery,  William 
Parker,  jun'' and  .Fohii  liice  Esq"  be  desired  to  take  care  &  keep 
in  safety  the  Respective  records  lately  left  in  their  custody  untill 
the  respective  otHccrs  shall  lake  charge  of  them,  or  'till  further 
orders  of  this  Congress. 

[p.  05.]  Whereas  by  and  iu  consequence  of  a  L.iw  of  this 
Colony,  considerable  sums  of  money  liave  been  paid  by  foreign 
vessells  entering  the  Poit  ot  Piscataqua,  which  was  by  said  Law 
to  have  been  appropriated  for  purchasing  [*o\vder  for  the  use  of 
the  Colony,  mikI  whereas  a  p.irt  thereof  has  been  lately  paid  by 
the  Exec'  of  the  Testatnent  of  the  late  GoV  Benning  Wentworth 
to  Samuel  Livoniu^re  Es<[''  Attorney  General ;  and  as  the  state  ot 
the  Colony  now  greatly  Needs  said  moneys  for  Providing  Powder 
for  the  Defence  ot  this  Colony"  according  to  the  original  Intention 
of  the  aforesaid  Law — Therefore  Resolveil  that  John  Hurrl  & 
Israel  Morey  Ks(\''  and  Mr.  Ab»d  Wel)Ster  be  a  Committee  to  call 
upon  &  receive  the  aforesai<l  monies  of  the  said  Sam'  Livermore 

(l)S('.e  <-oi>y  ot  .innduT  Untcr.  written  for  the  Con^rosH  at  Kxoter  Uy  Sfc'y  .\tkiii!*<)ii,  but 
«or  sent  — iiiAintT.  Ar.,  4wr.,  Vol.  11.,  p.  MMt.—Ko. 
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Esq',  and  in  bebalt  of  this  Congress  to  give  him  a  receipt  theie- 
for  sufficient  to  Indemnify  him  for  the  Delivery  thereof. 

Voted  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  to  write  a  Letter  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  the  President  sign  the  same 
in  the  name  &  behalf  of  this  Congress,  therein  setting  forth  the 
state  of  our  forces  nnd  the  situation  of  this  Colony,  &c. 

Voted,  That  tlie  Committee  for  procuring  Fire  arms  be  and 
hereby  are  directed  to  procure  the  same  forthwith  on  the  best 
terras  they  can. 

Voted.  That  this  Congress  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  2*2'* 
day  of  August  next,  at  three  of  the  clock  afternoon  to  meet  at 
this  place,  and  that  if  anything  should  happen  in  the  mean  time, 
that  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  think  of  sutticient  conse- 
quence that  they  have  power  to  convene  this  Congress  sooner  — 
Adjourned  to  August  '22*^  1775. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Note.  The  following  Corrrespondence  is  on  file,  relating  to  certain  publiok 
affairs  of  the  Province  between  June  28,  and  August  22, 1775.  Most  of  these 
letters  and  papers  are  found  in  the  MS.  "State  Papers  Revolution,"'  Vol. 
II.,  pp,  7-70.— Ed. 


Letter  from  Moses  Emersom^  Esq.,   Commissary. 
['•  Prov«  &  Revolutionary  Papers,"  in  Secy*  office,  p.  33.1  (1) 

Medford,  June  2S'",  177.j. 
Hon^'*-'  (Joui'«*^  of  Safety, 

Gentl" 

I  am  favour'd  with  yours  of  the  26"^  Inst.  pr.  Mr.  Deering  who  arrived  this 
day  and  delivered  the  articles  sent  by  him  I  should  have  wrote  before  this, 
but  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  any  regular  Returns  of  our  Troops.  Ever 
since  the  engagement  they  have  been  all  hurry  and  confusion ;  busif  entrench- 
ing &  preparing  to  receive  the  Enemy.  The  Troops  that  were  in  the  late 
engagement  lost  their  Blanketts  &  Cloths,  the  former  of  wliicb  is  but  poorly 
supply' d  by  the  arrival  of  Deering,  many  more  are  wanting.  As  for  Picks  & 
Shovels  there  is  a  supply  having  bought  some  &  received  some  from  Cam- 
bridge, (ien.  Foisorae  informs  me  that  he  has  wrote  the  needful  with  respect 
to  Surgeons  in  Col"  Stark's  &  Reed's  Regiment.  Before  I  arrived  Col"  Stark's 
borrowed  a  large  Chest  of  Medicine  of  Massachusetts,  which  with  that  brought 
by  Docf  Adams  &  a  small  one  sent  by  Doct"^  Cutter  is  tho't  to  l)e  a  pretty 
good  supply  for  the  present.  I  have  not  as  yet  begun  to  deliv"^  out  stores,  but 
expect  to  begin  the  day  after  tomorrow,  if  a  supply  comes  in ;  at  present  liave 
but  eleven  Barr'^  Pork,  &  10  of  Flour  in  store.  Every  thing  is  unsettled  yet, 
can't  inform  you  what  quantity  of  fresh  Beef  our  Troops  can  consume  in  a 
Week,  sho'd  think  near  6000  lbs.  Tents,  wooden  Bowles  &  Platters  &  Spoons 
are  very  much  wanted.  I  shall  endeavor  to  infonne  you  of  affairs  by  every 
opportunity  and  am  with  respect. 

Your  Obed'  hum"'  serv. 

Mo-sEs  Emerson. 


July  !»» 
Gent" 

Missing  the  opportunity  of  sending  the  foregoing  can  intbrme  you  of  the 
receipt  of  nine  bbls.  Pork  more,  .31  bbls.  of  Flour,  7  Tierces  Kice.  14  Firkins 
Butter  &  49  Quin"  Fish.  Yesterday  I  began  to  Deliver  Stores  to  our  Troop* 
and  find  my  hands  full.  Gen'  Washington  is  expected  at  Wa^ertown  this 
day,  great  preparations  are  making  for  bis  Reception.  There  is  gieat  cry 
among  tbe  soldiers  tor  their  Money. 

I  am  your  Obed'  Serv« 

MosE^  Emkk>on'. 

(!)  The  MS.  volume  in  .SecieUiy's  i.tlice  fi-um  which  this  letter  Is  coiiied,  is  lii.Hrinct  fi-.)m 
tbe  "State  Papers''  in  which  moetofthe  <^her  coiresimnilence  is  fmnil.— Ed. 
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(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  I.,  p.  293.  | 

In  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

Exeter,  June  28,  1775. 
iSiK.— 

Dr.  Ezra  Green  is  appointed  Surgeon  of  Reed's  regiment  if  he  will  accept 
We  are  inform" d  he  is  now  with  the  army.  You'll  Please  to  let  him  know  he 
is  appointed.  The  Cannon  are  getting  ready  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
Wliat  you  mention  of  the  Artillery  Company  is  under  consideration  of  the 
Congress.  We  have  not  time  add,  as  the  bearer  is  waiting  &  in  a  great  hurry, 
but  shall  write  you  fully  by  the  paymaster,  who  will  be  with  you  this  week. 
Please  to  see  that  the  enclosed  is  carefully  deliver' d. 

To  General  Folsom. 


Letter  from   Committee  of  Supplies. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  7.] 

Watertown,  [Mass.l  June  30"i,  1775. 

Gentlemen — We  undei-stand  that  you  have  signified  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Langdon  the  President  of  Harvard  College,  that  you  had  some  Cannon 
mounted  &  would  send  them  if  wanted.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  infona 
you  that  orders  have  been  sent  us  from  y**  Camp  for  those  twenty-four 
Pounders  more  than  we  have  now  ready,  &  that  we  apprehend  it  very 
important  that  they  should  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be. 

We  are,  respectfully,  Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed'  serv' 

David  CHEEVBit,  pr.  Onler. 
Hon'''^  Cammittee  of 
Safety  New  Hampshire. 


Letter  to   Gen.  Folsom. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  9.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter  July  1»'  1775. 

It  gives  us  great  Pleasure  to  find  by  yours  of  y«  26  last  month  that  a  recon- 
ciliation hail  taken  place  between  you  &  Col.  Stark:  We  doubt  not  you'll  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  keep  up  a  good  Harmony  among  the  Troops,  in 
order  thereto,  We  agree  with  you  that  a  due  subordination  must  be  observed; 
Majf  Hobart  who  is  appointed  pay  master,  will  have  Commissions  for 
.Stark's  &  Reed's  Regiments  &  is  to  consult  you  on  filling  up  the  vacancies. 
Two  24  &  two  double  fortific-d  six  pounders  are  to  be  sent  ofi'  tomorrow 
morning  from  Hampton.  The  Artillery  Company  is  not  rais'd  nor  have  we 
l)oen  able  to  get  suitable  officers  for  that  service,  we  think  it  advisable  that 
you  shou'd  inquire  if  a  gootl  man  for  that  business  can  be  engj^ed  &  what 
encouragement  he  will  expect;  when  we  can  be  inform' d  of  this,  shall  lay  it 
i>eforo  the  Congress,  we  suppose  if  good  officers  can  be  obtained,  men  may 
Jh*  inlisteil  out  of  the  Battalion,  more  suitable  for  that  purpose  than  else- 
where. We  enclose  your  Commission  &  hope  that  the  appointment  of  any 
other  General  officer  will  not  be  expected. 

We  are  your  Frieiuls  &  Hum^'  serv®. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 
•On'  Folsom. 

Indorsed  "  Letter  to  Gen'  Folsom 
Jidy  J,  1775,  copy."' 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Fohom  to  N'.  II.  Committee  of  ^iafttii. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  11.] 

To  tlie  Hon'''*  (^oinmittee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire: 
Gentlemen  — 

Being  obliged  for  want  of  proper  Tents  to  quarter  ('ol*^  Poor's  Rej,'lmt'nl  in 
Barracks  at  iledford,  which  has  created  me  much  trouble  and  Ditiiculty,  thoy 
being  a  mile  &  a  half  Distant  from  Camp,  last  evening  eighteen  men,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Rowe  deserted;  which  might  have  been  prevented, 
had  they  been  regularly  encamped.  The  re;i3on,  I  understand,  which  they 
assigned  to  their  Capt.  before  they  deserted  (He  not  giving  me  or  hisCJoi'* 
the  least  notice  thereof,  till  6  o'clock  this  morning)  was,  that  they  didn't 
intend  when  they  enlisted,  to  join  the  Army,  but  to  l)e  station'd  at  Hampton, 
(^ol"  Poor  has  sent  after  them;  but  if  he  can't  get  them  back,  hope  you  will 
take  some  etfectual  method  to  send  them  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  prevent 
and  discourage  future  Desertions;  For  otherwise,  if  they  are  pass'd  over  witli 
impunity,  their  example  will  induce  others;  and  by  that  means  cause  such  a 
Defection  of  the  Troops,  as  will  weaken,  if  not  entirely  break  up  your  whole 
Battalion.  Wednesday  last  the  whole  of  the  New  Hampshire  Troops  fit  tbi' 
Duty  were  order  d  to  their  alarum  Posts,  when  I  found  that  we  were  not 
able  to  line  our  Breastwork  more  than  two  deep,  our  Liue^  being  necessa- 
rily extensive  on  account  of  the  situation  of  our  Camp;  Therefore  desire 
that  the  two  remaining  Companies  now  station'd  at  Portsmouth  and  Hamp- 
ton may  be  sent,  if  you  can  possibly  spare  them;  There  being  not  one  quar- 
ter part  of  the  Troops  in  ours  as  in  tlie  other  lines  at  Cambridge,  Roxbuiy 
and  on  Prospect  Hill.  In  a  few  days  the  Breastwork  will  be  oompleated,  by 
which  time,  the  Cannon  I  wrote  for^  I  hope,  will  arrive:  So  that  we  may  be- 
prepared  to  give  the  ministerial  Troops  a  proper  Pteception,  should  they  at- 
tempt to  force  our  Lines.  Nothing  remarkable  has  transpired  since  my  last. 
The  Enemy  are  forlyfying  themselves  as  strong  as  possible  on  Bunkers  Hill, 
&  when  they  have  compleated  their  works,  'tis  probable  they  will  land  some- 
where near  where  the  New  Hampshire  Troops  are  encamped;  It  being  very 
convenient  for  them  to  bring  up  their  floating  Batteries  upon  our  left  wing. 
However,  hope  to  give  a  good  account  of  a  Part  of  them  at  least,  whenever 
they  come. 

Y^  Obed'  Humble  SeiT' 

Nathi..  Foi.som. 
Camp  on  Winter  Hill 

July  I8«  1776. 

[('opied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol.  11.,  p.  1.). | 

In  Committke  of  Safety, 

Exeter  July  1"  1775. 

To  Col.  Reed,  of  the  3ii  New  Hampshire  liegiinetit. 

Sir  —  The  Committee  without  knowing  that  you  had  in  actual  service  or 
in  your  eye,  any  person  as  Adjutant  of  your  Regiment,  have  commissioneil 

Mr McGregore,  a  young  man  we  imagine  very  suitable  for  that  place. 

If  any  person  you  judge  suitable,  is  disposed  to  act  as  a  volunteer  without 
pay,  in  that  capacity,  we  have  no  objections,  unless  it  should  plainly  appear 
to  us  that  he  would  not  answer  the  end.  But  you  will  easily  perceive  the 
ansuitableness  of  recalling  the  Commission  from  Mr.  McGregore  for  no 
reason  on  his  part  &  commission^  &  paying  a  person  of  whom,  till  another 
Wiia  appointed  we  had  not  so  much  as  a  recommendation.  You  may  assure 
yourself  that  so  far  as  the  publick  service  will  allow  we  shall  take  pleixsure  iit 
gratifying  you  or  the  Regiment  or  any  individual:  But  altho'  we  should  be 
willing  to  make  use  of  auy  &  the  best  information,  w*e  must  insist  upon  it. 
that  our  appointments  should  take  place,  as  the  contrary  might  be  attended 
with  boundless  ditticulties. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
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Letter  from  Hon.  John  Langdon  of  the  Continental  Congress*, 
to  Matthew   Th&mton^  JEsq. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  17.] 

Philadelphia,  3"  July,  1775. 
Matthew  Thornton,  Esq. 

SiK  —  Before  this  comes  to  hand  (no  doubt)  Brigadier  (General  Sullivan, 
who  set  out  for  home  last  Tuesday,  will  have  waited  on  you  or  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Provin''  -^  whom  I  beg  leave  to  Refer  for  particulars.  Since  his 
departure,  we  b  it  several  companies  of  expert  Riflemen  have  marched 

from  Vii^nirt  ^  iland;  six  Companies  from  the  Colony  will  march  this 

week  to  join  th'  ^y  before  Boston.  I  have  also  the  pleasiire  to  inform 
you  that  the  powder  mills  are  going  on  fast,  having  been  supplied  with  sever- 
eral  tons  of  salt  petre,  the  manufactory  of  which  article  is  like  to  meet  with 
great  success  here,  as  also  in  Virginia,  and  without  doubt,  in  two  or  three 
months,  will  be  able  to  furnish  large  quantities. 

We  hear  from  South  Carolina,  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder  was 
arrived  there,  some  of  which  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  our  army  be- 
fore Boston ;  this  may  be  depended  on.  There  has  been  also  within  a  few 
days,  a  considerable  quantity  sent  from  this  place  to  our  Array.  Every 
method  has  been  taken,  and  still  continues  to  be  taken,  for  the  importation 
of  large  supplies  of  that  necessary  article  of  powder,  some  of  which  is  ex- 
pected in  a  few  days.  Its  not  likely  that  I  shall  be  able  to  get  powder  to  send 
to  our  province,  as  the  whole  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  to  be 
ient  from  time  to  time  to  our  army;  therefore  if  any  should  be  wanting  for 
the  common  Cause,  no  doubt  it  may  soon  be  had  from  the  army.  Here  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  that  we  should  not  by  any  means  (at  present)  make  use 
of  cannon,  if  it  is  possible  to  avoid  it,  until  we  are  more  fully  supplied  with 
powder. 

The  Assembly  of  this  Province  have  voted  to  raise  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred minute  men,  to  be  ready  immediately,  every  measure  seems  to  be  taking 
to  defend  our  just  rights  to  the  last  Extremity;  the  general  voice  of  the 
people  here  is,  that  our  cause  is  just,  and  that  God  is  on  our  side  as  haa 
evidently  appeared. 

The  low  mean  revenge  and  wanton  cruelty  of  the  ministerial  sons  of 
tyranny,  in  burning  the  pleasant  Town  of  Charlestown.  Beggars  all  Descrip- 
tion; tliis  does  not  look  like  the  fight  of  those  who  have  so  long  been  Friends, 
and  would  hope  to  be  Friends  again,  but  rather  of  a  most  cruel  Enemy,  tho' 
we  shall  not  wonder  when  we  Reflect  that  it  is  the  infernal  hand  of  Tyranny 
which  always  has  and  ever  will  Delluge  that  part  of  the  world  (which  it  lays 
hold  of)  in  Blood. 

I  am  in  some  hopes  that  the  Congress  will  r:se  in  ab^  fortnight,  but  this  is 
meer  conjecture,  as  it  will  depend  on  what  news  we  may  receive  from  our 
army,  and  some  other  matters. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  be  alone,  in  so  great  and  important  Business  as  that  of 
representing  a  whole  Colony,  which  no  man  is  etjual  to,  but  how  to  avoid  it, 
I  know  not;  whether  it  will  be  worth  while  (at  this  uncertainty)  to  send  me 
any  assistance,  our  Hon^'  Convention  will  be  Judges.  I  shall  endeavor  aa 
far  as  my  poor  abilities  will  admit  of,  to  render  every  service  in  my  power  to 
my  Country.    I  am  with  great  Respeet, 

your  most  obed'  serv'. 

John  Lahodon. 
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Orders  to    dipt.  JoJw    Parker. 

[(.'•pied  from  MS.  Stat>»  Pap.  IteV.  Vol.  II.,  p.  31. | 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  July  7'*'  1775. 
Capt.  T^jfoi  Parker  — 

We  have  determine'!  to  appoint  a  i;entieman  belongini:  to  tlie  Upper  Coos, 
Ensign  of  the  C^orupany  you  were  authorized  to  enlist  by  the  orders  thia  day 
delivered  to  you.  You  &  your  Lieut,  are  therefore  hereby  directed  to  enlist 
fifty-tliree,  men  cfe  no  more,  notwithstanding  the  Tenor  of  tlie  said  orders. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

\\.  Whipple.  Ch"  P.  T. 


(Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap,  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  27.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  July  7"*,  1775. 
To  Seth  Wheeleb  —  greeting  — 

Sb — You  are  hereby  impowered  immediately  to  enlist  ten  able-bodied 
effective  men,  well  accoutred  as  soldiers  in  the  New  Hampshire  service  for 
the  preservation  of  American  Liberty,  and  cause  them  to  pass  muster  as 
tK>on  as  possible. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Whipple,  Chairman,  P.  T. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  July  7'*',  1775. 
To  Seth  Whkeleb  — 

Sir  —  Whereas  you  have  this  day  received  orders  for  enlisting  ten  men  as 
soldiers  in  the  New  Hampshire  service  for  the  Preservation  of  American 
Liberty  —  you  are  hereby  acquainted  that  the  Commission  of  an  Ensign  in 
said  service  shall  be  made  out  for  you  as  s^oon  as  your  Inlistment  is  com- 
pleated  &  the  men  have  past  muster.  You  and  the  said  men  to  be  enlisted 
are  to  be  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Parker  of  Litchfield  in  the 
.  County  of  Hillsborough. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Wm.  Whipple,  Chairman,  P.  T. 


N'iw  Hampshire   Committee  of  Safety  to  their  Delegates  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  July  8.  1775. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol,  II..  p.  29.] 
Gbnt"  — 

The  Congress  of  this  Colony  ac^^i  yesterday  to  the  22*^  of  next  month,  hav- 
ing delegated  their  power  to  this  Com***  during  their  recess,  to  provide  for 
the  publick  safety. 

In  a  former  letter  the  Cong*  informed  you  that  this  Colony  chose  Deputies 
who  met  the  17'"  of  May  last  in  Congress  at  Exeter  and  voted  to  raise  2000 
men  for  the  common  defence  of  the  Colonies,  which  men  have  been  some 
time  now  raised  and  put  under  the  care  of  Nath'  Folsom  Esq''  who  was 
appointed  a  Major  General,  under  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  American 
torces,  and  have  joined  the  army  before  Boston,  Except  2  Companies  for  the 
guard  of  our  sea  coiist  at  present.  The  news  from  Canada  of  their  Hostile 
preparations  (an  account  of  which  from  Connecticut  &,  by  Mr.  Dean  mii- 
siooary  from  Canada,  we  expect  will  reach  you  before  this)  have  so  alarme<i 
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the  Inland  frontiers  that  the  Congress  have  ordered  3  Companies  of  OG  men 
each  to  be  raised  &  posted  for  their  defence  —  the  cost  of  raising  so  many 
men  you  will  readily  see  to  be  a  Difficult  task  for  so  small  a  Colony,  without 
any  money  to  begin  with ;  we  have  wrote  to  you  &  the  congress  on  the  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  several  times,  but  not  receiving  any  Directions,  we  have 
Emitted  £10,000  L.  M.  in  notes  of  hand  on  the  credit  of  this  Colony,  paya- 
ble with  0  pr  cent  Interest,  and  have  ordered  10,000£  more  to  be  forthwith 
Emitted  for  supplying  the  present  Exigencies  of  the  Colony.  Some  couceiv*? 
some  Resolve  of  the  American  Congress,  giving  such  notes  a  Currency  would 
be  of  great  service.  We  are  greatly  concerned  for  Gunpowder  us  we  have 
scarce^any  except  what  was  taken  out  of  the  fort  last  winter,  a  considerable 
part  of  which  we  have  sent  to  the  army  before  Boston  &  some  to  our  western 
frontiers.  We  hope  some  plan  is  laid  for  bringing  it  into  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies as  New  England  is  so  watched  there  is  but  little  hope  of  getting  it  in 
here.  The  Ships  of  war  &  Cutters  previous  to  the  first  of  tliis  month  seized 
all  vessels  laden  with  provisions,  salt  or  molasses,  which  have  much  distressed 
the  Eastern  parts,  but  not  discouraged  them :  They  have  destroyed  fort  Wm. 
*fe  Mary,  and  carried  off  the  Cannon  to  Boston;  However  8  large  pieces  taken 
from  Jersey's  Point  some  time  ago  are  secured  &  some  of  them  now  pqjnted 
ag"'  Boston. 

We  are  anxious  to  know  the  Results  of  your  deliberations  in  order  to  con- 
duct the  affairs  of  this  Colony  which  at  this  time  is  in  some  confusion,  the 
people  not  suffering  things  to  proceed  in  their  fonner  manner.  The  General 
Couit  has  twice  met,  but  has  not  <fe  we  l)elieve  will  not  proceed  to  the  public 
Business.  We  desire  you  as  often  as  opportunity  will  permit  to  writ*'  to  this 
Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter  ami  inform  us  from  time  to 
time  as  much  a.s  the  affairs  of  the  publick  as  is  permitted,  in  particular  the 
Directions  of  the  Congress  concerning  Providing  for  it  paying  the  army 
raised  for  the  common  defence.  On  the  12  of  June  last  Col.  John  Fen  ton 
who  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  by  virtue  of  tlie  King's  or 
Grovernour's  Writ  without  the  consent  of  the  Assembly  made  his  appearance 
in  the  House;  tho'  he  had  for  some  time  before  kept  on  Board  the  man-of- 
war  in  the  harbour;  the  House  took  into  consideration  his  Election  &  vacated 
his  seat.  Soon  after  the  people  of  the  Town  greatly  exasperateiJ  at  his  con- 
duct obliged  him  to  surrender,  tho*  he  had  taken  shelter  in  the  Governor'? 
House,  and  our  Congress  have  since  confined  liim.  The  (irovemor  and  his 
family  went  off  that  Evening  to  CapL  Cochran's  under  the  protection  of  the 
man-of-war  where  they  still  remain.  The  Public  Records  being  thought  un- 
safe in  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  have  all  by  order  of  Congress  been  removed 
to  Exeter,  except  the  Books  of  Charters  which,  the  Secretary  says,  the  Gov- 
ernor has  at  present  in  his  Possession.  A  committee  from  this  Body  has 
demanded  &  Received  from  George  Jalfrey  Esq'  1500  pounds,  part  of  the 
publick  money  in  his  hands. 


Letter  to  Rev.  J>r.  John  Langdon. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  41.  J 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  July  8,  1775. 

■  Rev'd  Sib  —  We  have  sent  several  letters  to  Camb*^  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  but  .as  we  have  had  no  ace'  from  the  Congi'ess  nor  our 
Delegates  of  their  being  received  we  fear  by  some  means  or  other  they  have 
fieen  neglecteil.  The  enclosed  letter  is  of  great  consequence  to  us,  therefore 
beg  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  it  by  the  first  safe  conveyance:  By  your 
connection  with  the  General  its  probable  youMl  know  of  every  opportunity, 
which  we  hope  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  troubling  you. 

I  am  in  behalf  of  said  Committee, 

W.  Whipple,  Chairman,  P.  T. 
Kev.  Dr.  Langdon. 
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Letter  to  the  OontinetUal  Cotujress. 

tCopied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  33. | 

New  Hampf,  Exeter,  July  8'",  1775. 
Gent"  — 

As  the  state  of  American  attains  tiaiiy  appears  more  critical,  and  we  are 
exerting  ourselves  in  every  way  we  conceive  expedient  to  aid  the  common 
cause,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  give  you  the  earliest  account  of  our  transac- 
tions, that  thereby  you  may  be  enabled  to  direct  our  future  conduct. 

We  wrote  you  some  time  since  an  ace'  of  our  being  formed  into  a  Congress 
on  the  17"^  of  May  last,  and  Resolved  to  raise  2  thousand  men  <fec.  which 
we  hope  you  have  received.  Twenty  eight  of  our  companies  of  66  men  each 
(Including  officers)  are  our  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  we  have  ap- 
pointed Nathan'  Follsom  Esq'  Major  General  to  take  charge  of  them,  under 
the  command  of  the  General  of  the  United  American  forces ;  and  Two  Com- 
panys  of  the  like  number  each  are  posted  as  a  guard  on  our  sea-coast.  Since 
which  we  have  raised  three  companys  of  the  same  number  each  for  a  Guard 
against  the  incursions  of  the  Canadians  into  the  Frontiers  of  this  A  the  ad- 
joining Colonies,  who  are  greatly  alarmed  at  the  repeated  accounts  of  prepa- 
rations making  ag*'  them  in  Canada,  many  of  the  Inhabitants  whereof  are 
within  two  days  march  of  the  French  and  Indian  Settlements.  We  have- 
but  very  little  Gun  powder  in  the  Colony,  nor  have  we  any  prospect  of  a 
supply  at  present  as  our  sea-coast  is  strictly  watched  by  men-of-war  <fe  Cut- 
ters ;  but  hope  soon  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  fire  arms  of  our  own 
manufacturing  to  make  up  our  present  Deficiency,  though  we  find  great  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  steel  for  that  purpose. 

The  Colony  is  at  Present  wholly  governed  by  this  Congress  &  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  respective  Towns.  But  we  greatly  desire  some  other  Regula- 
tions as  our  present  situation  is  attended  with  many  Difficultys;  but  shall  not 
attempt  any  thing  of  that  kind  without  Direction.  There  is  great  unanimity 
among  us  in  what  concerns  the  common  cause ;  those  that  do  not  join  with 
us  are  silent,  and  dare  not  openly  attempt  to  obstruct  our  measures.  The 
Restraining  Bill  is  strictly  enforced  on  our  Sea-coast  by  armed  vessels,  & 
some  seizures  have  been  made  by  virtue  thereof.  We  understand  Mr.  Dean,, 
a  missionary  among  the  Canada  Indians  lately  from  there,  is  now  on  his 
Journey  to  Philadelphia  and  will  give  you  an  ace'  of  the  state  of  affairs  there, 
from  which  you  will,  we  hope  be  able  to  concert  some  Plan  to  frustrate  the 
designs  forming  against  us  in  that  Quarter;  in  which  if  required,  we  shall  be 
ready  to  assist  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability. 

We  are  gentlemen,  with  tiie  utmost  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire.  (1) 

Meshech  Weabe,  President  pro  tempore. 
Honourable  members  of  the  Continental  Congress. 


Orders  Respecting  Deserters. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  35.  | 

In  Committee  of  Safety. 

Exeter  July  8,  1775. 

Whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  have  Recommended  to  the  several  &  Re- 
spective Com'**^  in  the  several  Towns,  Parishes  and  precincts  in  this  Colony 
to  take  up  &  secure  Deserters  from  the  American  army,  and  cause  them  to 
be  convey'd  safely  to  their  proper  officers  at  head-quarters,  and  this  measure 

(l)See  the  above  letter  as  printed  in  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  lUH.  —  Ed. 
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must  appear  to  every  one  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  American  cause ; 
And  as  we  are  informed  the  Town  of  Newtown  having  no  such  Comi^ee  the 
Selectmen  Laudably  therefore  Endeavoured  to  answer  the  Design  of  the  Con- 
gress in  sending  back  a  Deserter  but  met  with  opposition  in  accomplishing 
the  same : 

We,  therefore,  Recommend  it  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Newtown  (of  whose 
zeal  and  Disposition  to  serve  the  common  cause  we  cannot  Doubt)  That  they 
exert  themselves  in  Endeavoring  to  have  such  Deserters  apprehended  &  Re- 
turn'd  to  their  respective  companies,  and  in  supporting  the  Selectmen  and 
othei-s  in  Doing  the  same ;  and  that  all  such  persons  as  shall  Endeavour  by 
any  means  to  obstruct  or  hinder  them  therein  be  taken  proper  notice  of  ac- 
cording to  the  Nature  of  their  otfence,  and  if  need  be  put  under  Guard:  And 
also,  That  the  Town  as  soon  as  may  be,  proceed  to  choose  a  Com'^*'^  as 
Recommended  by  the  Congress. 

Indorsed  —  "  Orders  given  the  Town  of  Newtown 
respecting  Deserters,  July  8,  1775." 


[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II. ,  p.  37.1 

In  PROVi^'cIAL  Congress, 

Watertown  [Mass.]  July  8"i,  1775. 
Gent'n  — 

We  received  your  favor  of  the  S^*  Inst,  by  Mr.  Wheelock  &  Col.  Beetle,  and 
much  rejoice  to  tind  the  Hou^'®  Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  good 
people  of  your  Government  in  general,  are  so  warmly  attach' d  to  the  common 
cause. 

We  highly  approve  of  Mr.  Dean's  being  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
more  especially  as  he  is  so  well  acquainted  in  Canada,  and  lately  came  from 
thence ;  and  we  think  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  New  York,  and 
all  the  New  England  Colonies  in  particular,  and  to  America  in  general,  to 
satisfy  our  friends  in  Canada,  that  we  are  truly  friendly  to  them,  and  also 
effectually  to  prevent  our  inveterate  Enemies  there  from  making  depredations 
on  our  Frontiers  —  And  as  we  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  & 
vigilance  of  that  Hon*^'"  Body,  therefore  we  think  it  most  advisable  to  wait 
their  determination. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  Gentlemen, 

[Signature  torn  off.] 
Indorsed  —  "  Letter  from  Provincial 

Congress  at  Watertown,  July  8,  1775." 


Letter  from  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  IL,  p.  39.] 

Dover,  July  10,  1775. 
Gent'n  — 

I  am  just  now  favored  with  a  Line  from  my  worthy  Brother,  Mr.  Sam' 
Webster,  who,  I  take  it  is  one  of  your  number,  acquainting  ine  of  the  choice 
you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  make  of  me  to  serve  as  Chaplain  to  our  Troops. 
From  some  part  of  Mr.  Webster's  Letter  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  the  minis- 
ters in  the  other  parts  of  this  Province  have  engaged  to  supply  the  army  by 
turns;  if  this  plan  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the  Committee.  I  shall  be 
ready  to  perform  my  part  whenever  I  am  apprized  of  the  proper  time;  but  to 
reside  there  constantly  in  the  character  ot  chaplain  is  what  many  considera- 
tions beside  the  precarious  state  of  my  health  concur  to  forbid. 
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Suffer  me,  Geiit"  to  add,  I  know  of  no  person  better  qualified  than  Mr. 
Webster  tor  that  office;  liis  Piety,  (Gravity,  Readiness  at  extemporaneous 
performances,  &  freedom  from  the  Incumbrance  of  a  family  render  him 
peculiarly  suitable.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  Doctor  Haven 
who  so  earnestly  recommended  the  matter  to  me  does  as  heartily  join  in 
recommendin.:  Mr.  Webster  to  this  appointment. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  f(^r  the  honor  you  have  done  me  in  this 
application,  &  am,  Gentlemen,  with  tlie  greatest  Respect, 

Y'  very  humble  servant, 

Jkhemy  Belknap. 


Ajyjylication  for   Cannon  Shot. 
[Copied  from  MS.  vState  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  41.] 

Chambek  of  Supplies, 

Watertown,  July  12,  177.5. 
Gentlemen  — 

General  Washington  has  sent  a  Memorandum  for  400  Rounds  of  32  pound 
shot  &  we  have  ordered  ye  same  from  the  Furnace  which  we  employ;  but  lest 
we  should  be  disappointed  in  point  of  time,  we  think  it  necessary  to  apply 
for  y<=  same,  to  be  sent  Irom  Portsmouth  if  to  be  procured. 

We  are  truly.  Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  serv' 

David  Cheeveb,  pr  order. 
The  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety. 

Froncestown  Committee. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1651.] 

Whereas  it  has  been  falsely  reported  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
Francestown  were  not  fairly  and  legally  chosen,  and  by  reason  of  said  report 
the  publick  were  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  said  Committee;  where- 
upon, We,  the  Selectmen  of  said  Francestown,  judged  it  our  duty  to  call  in 
some  disinterested  persons  to  determine  the  matter,  and  thereupon  sent  to 
the  Committees  of  Safety  for  two  neighbouring  Towns,  who,  when  convened, 
unanimou'ily  voted  and  agreed  that  Said  Committee  were  fairly  and  legally 
chosen,  and  had  good  right  to  act  in  all  cases  for  W\^  safety  of  said  Frances- 
town,  and  that  their  proceedings  and  determinations  are  and  ought  to  be  as 
valid  as  the  proceedings  and  determinations  of  any  Committee  of  Safety  in 
any  Town  whatever. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Selectmen. 

William  McMastkh,  Town  Clerk. 
Francestown,  July  12,  17751 


Hillsborough   Committee. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar..  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1652.] 

Amherst,  July  13,  1775. 

Whoreixs  the  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough  in  the  Province  of 
New  Hampshire,  inConirress.  apjiointcd  a  Committee  from  several  Towns  to 
hear,  examine  and  try  John  Quiglcy,  Esq.  a  person  lately  eonfint^d  in  the  Jail 
at  Amherst,  on  suspicion  of  being  nn  en-my  to  the  libe-rties  of  America,  and 
lately  liberated  from  said  Jail,  but  still  behaves  as  an  open  and  avowed  enemy 
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to  the  liberties  of  America:  Said  QuigJey  being  notified  of  time  and  place  of 
trial  did  not  appear;  Ordered,  That  his  contempt  be  recorded:  And  upon  a 
full  and  fair  examination  of  sundry  evidences,  we  find  him  guilty  of  the  sev- 
eral crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  and  we  look  upon  him  as  a  dangerous  persoa 
to  be  suffered  to  go  at  large ;  and  we  do  hereby  caution  all  persons  from  all 
connections  with  him. 

David  Badger,  per  order  of  Committee. 


(Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser. ,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1652.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety. 

Exeter,  July  19,  1775^ 
Sib  — 

The  bearer  hereof  John  Quigly  Esq.  has  met  with  difficulty,  and  thinks  it- 
unsafe  for  him  to  tarry  at  the  place  of  his  usual  abode,  by  reason  of  a  disaf- 
fection in  some  persons  against  him.  We  would  recommend  it  to  you,  to* 
take  him  into  your  company  in  the  common  service. 

Captain  Timothy  Bedel. 


tfoh7i  Quigly's  Declaration. 

Whereas  there  has  been  wickedly  and  maliciously  raised  and  propagated 
against  me,  the  subscriber,  certain  scandalous  falsehoods,  with  an  intent,  as- 
must  be  supposed,  to  cause  the  publick  to  view  me  in  the  odious  light  of  an 
enemy  to  my  Country ;  whereupon  I  declare  that  I  never  said  or  did  anything 
with  an  intent  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  America,  or  to  hurt  the  publick 
good,  and  am  now  ready  to  risk  my  life  and  fortune  in  the  defence  of  my 
Country's  just  rights,  when  properly  called,  as  it  always  has  been  and  still  is 
my  sincere  wish  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  with  ray  Country,  and  serious 
determination  to  promote  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the  publick  weal  and 
tranquillity  of  the  same,  whose  glory  I  view  as  closely  connected  with  my 
own  interest;  and  I  hope  my  future  conduct  will  prove  the  sincerity  of  my 
present  declaration. 

John  Quigly. 
Francestown,  July  26, 1775. 


In  Committee  of  Safety. 

Francestown,  July  26,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  declaration  of  John  Quigly,  Esq.  now  laid 
before  the  Committee,  is  fully  satisfactory  to  us,  and  we  hope  will  remove 
any  ill  impressions  that  may  have  been  made  on  the  minds  of  the  good 
people  of  this  Continent,  in  consequence  of  his  being  committed  to  jail  or 
confined  there;  as  we  put  up  an  advertisement,  desireing  all  persons  that 
had  anything  to  offer  against  said  Quigly  to  bring  it  in  to  us,  and  no  proper 
evidence  appearing  to  oppose  the  said  Quigly,  and  it  appearing  to  us  that 
many  false  reports  has  been  made  and  spread  against  said  Quigly,  and  this 
being  the  second  trial;  we,  upon  examination,  not  finding  just  cause  to  deem 
him  an  enemy  to  this  Country;  therefore,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  said 
Quigly  ought  to  be  received  and  treated  as  a  friend  to  his  Country. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

William  McMaster,  Cler, 
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Letter  from  Vol.  James  Reed  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  47.] 

Camp  at  Winter  Hill,  July  the  19,  1775. 
Oentlkmen — 

I  Received  yours  of  the  P' Instance  and  note  the  contents  —  you  say.  With- 
out knowing  that  I  had  in  actual  service  or  in  my  eye  any  person  as  Adjutant 
of  my  Regiment,  have  commissioned  Mr.  McGresor  a  suitable  person  &,c.  I 
doubt  not  but  McGregor  is  a  worthy  and  suitable  Gentleman  for  an  Adjutant 
and  is  agreeable  to  me  and  I  wish  he  had  ben  so  to  the  Regiment;  but  to  my 
surprise  when  he  order' d  the  Gards  to  be  peraded  I  soon  Learnt  they  Refused 
to  appear;  I  was  under  the  necessity  to  order  the  Capt.  to  p'rade  them  and 
they  Imediately  obeyed.  You  may  be  assured  I  should  have  Don  Every  thing 
in  my  power  to  have  made  Mr.  McGregor's  duty  agreable  but  this  hap'ned 
at  a  time  when  no  officer  was  in  Comission  nor  the  soldiers  sworn,  it  was  not 
a  time  to  enter  into  a  Dispute  the  Difficultys  are  better  known  than  Expressed. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  not  a  single  day's  Duty  in  a  Regiment 
can  be  Don  with  propriety  without  an  Adjutant  and  if  ever  the  Duty  of  an 
Aojutant  was  Necessary  it  was  before  the  late  Action  as  well  as  soon  after. 
How  can  you  Emagen  that  I  could  Do  one  day  without  Boath  Adjutant  and 
Quartermaster;  besides  you  gave  me  the  Liberty  of  appointing  both. 

You  say  if  any  person  I  judge  suitable  is  Disposed  to  act  as  a  voluntier  in 
that  Capacity  without  pay  you  have  no  objection  unless  it  should  plainly  ap- 
pear to  you  that  he  would  not  answer  the  End  —  to  which  I  answer,  I  hope 
in  time  my  conduct  will  convince  you  that  I  have  the  servis  more  at  hart  than 
to  be  partial  in  the  matter.  I  do  easily  perceive  that  it  must  be  very  disa- 
greeable to  the  Hon'^''^  Committee  and  the  worthy  Gentleman  Mr.  McGregor 
to  be  disapinted  but  hope  you  will  provide  for  him  some  other  way.  I  heartily 
thank  the  Hon'd  Com' for  these  friendly  paragraft,  which  is  —  you  say^ 
You  may  assur  yourself  that  so  far  as  the  publick  servis  will  allow  you  shall 
Take  pleasure  in  gratifying  me  or  the  Regiment  or  any  Individual  —  this  is 
the  sole  motive  why  Mr.  Peabody  is  continued  as  Adjutant  and  I  presume 
the  voice  of  the  Regiment  will  make  this  manifest,  which  is  the  Best  infor- 
mation the  nator  of  the  thing  can  admit  of. 

Permit  rae,  Gentlemen,  to  remind  you  of  your  Promis  that  I  should  have  a 
Chaplain  —  for  want  of  which  the  servis  greatly  suffers  —  as  we  have  to  bor- 
row from  other  Regiments  which  is  a  thing  I  cannot  Repay.     Bagen  leve  at 
the  same  time  to  subscribe  Gentelmen    myself  your  obliged  ever  Humbe 
servant  at  comand. 

James  Reed. 


Letter  of  Gen.  John  Sullivan  to  Com.mittee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  49.] 

Medford,  July  19"i  1775. 

CtENTLEMEN  — 

As  we  have  no  matters  Regulated  in  manner  Ordered  by  the  Congress  sA 
yet,  I  can  give  no  exact  account  of  the  State  of  our  affairs  till  that  time.  We 
are  in  great  want  of  Bayonets  tor  our  Men ;  I  would  Intreat  you  to  send  some 
of  different  sizes  &  a  person  who  understands  fixing  them  to  the  guns. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  New  Hampshire  forces  are  without  a 
<Jhaplain  when  the  Continental  Congress  have  voted  to  pay  for  a  Chaplain  in 
each  Regiment.  Our  men  are  obliged  to  attend  prayers  with  the  Rhode 
Island  Regiment  Jk  when  they  assemble  the  Concourse  is  so  great  that  few  of 
them  can  hear  a  word  that  is  said.  It  being  essentially  Necessary  in  an 
Army  to  keep  up  Divine  worship  I  doubt  not  you  will  send  us  a  Chaplain  to 
■each  Regiment. 

I  must  remind  you  that  it  is  absolutely  Necessary  for  us  to  have  some  Beds 
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for  our  sick  men,  many  havin?  Died  already  for  want  of  comfortable  Beds  to 
lie  upon.  I  therefore  intreat  that  you  would  buy  up  &  send  us  Beds  with 
some  stuff  to  make  cotts  or  Hammocks. 

We  also  are  in  great  need  of  Guns  &  Blankets  several  having  been  lost  in 
the  late  Engagement  and  several  others  not  fit  for  service. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  with  great  respect, 
y  most  obedient  servant, 

Jn"  SULLIVAJf. 

Committee  of  Safety. 


Letter  from  Hon.  John  Ifmcock  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at 

Exeter. 

[Copied  from  ilS.  State  Paj).,  Rev",  Vol  II.,  pp.  43-45.1 

Gentlemen  — 

By  the  return  of  the  Army  transmitted  by  the  General  to  the  Congress,  it 
appears  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  many  Regiments;  upon  which  the  Con- 
gress came  to  the  enclosed  Resolutions  which  I  am  ordered  to  transmit 
to  you.  I  am  gentlemen 

Your  obedient  humble  serv' 


Congress  Chamber, 
July  22,  1775. 


John  Hancock,  President. 


In  inclose  you  a  publick  paper  in  which  you  will  see  the  Resolutions  of 
Congress  respecting  the  Militia  thro'  the  Continent. 

Convention  of 
New  Hampshire. 


Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  concerning  the  Militia 

thro*  the  Continent. 

[Copied  from  Araer.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1885.] 

Tuesday,  July  18,  1775. 
The  Congress  resumed  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  putting  the  Militia 
into  a  proper  state  of  defence,  ;uk1  after  debating  the  same  by  paragraphs, 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  he  recommendeil  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Eng- 
lish Colonies  in  North  America,  that  ail  able  bodied  effective  Men  between 
sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age.  in  each  Colony,  immediately  form  themselves 
into  Regular  Companies  of  Militia,  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieuten- 
ants, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Clerk,  one  Drummer, 
one  Fifer,  and  about  sixty-eight  privates. 

That  the  officers  of  eacli  Company  be  chosen  by  the  respective  Companies. 

That  each  soldier  be  turnished  with  a  good  Musket  that  will  carry  an  ounce 
Ball,  with  a  Bayonet,  steel  Ramrod.  Worm,  Priming  Wire  and  Brush  fitted 
thereto,  a  cutting  Sword  or  Tomahawk,  a  Cartridge  Box,  that  will  contain 
twenty, three  rounds  of  Cartridges,  twelve  Flints,  and  a  Knapsack. 

That  the  Companies  be  formed  into  Regiments  or  Battalions,  officered  with 
a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two  Majors,  an  Adjutant,  or  Quarter-master. 

That  all  Officers  above  the  rank  of  a  Captain  be  appointed  by  tlie  respec- 
tive Provincial  Assemblies  ur  Conventions,  or  in  their  recess,  by  the  Com- 
mittees of  Satety  appointed  by  said  Assemblies  or  (.'onventions. 

That  all  Officers  be  commissioned  by  the  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Con- 
ventions, or  in  their  recess,  by  the  Committees  of  Safety  appointed  by  said 
Assemblies  or  Conventions. 
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Tliat  all  the  Militia  take  proper  care  to  Acquire  military  skill,  and  be  well 
prepared  for  defence,  by  being  each  man  provided  with  one  pound  of  good 
Gun  powder,  and  four  rounds  of  ball  fitted  to  hia  gun. 

That  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  in  every  Colony  be  selected  for  Minute- 
Men  of  such  persons  ;i8  are  willing  to  enter  this  necessary  service,  formed 
into  Companies  and  Battalions,  and  their  officers,  chosen  and  commissioned 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  ready  on  the  shortest  notice  to  march  to  any  place  where 
their  assistance  may  be  reijuired,  for  the  defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbor- 
ing Colony;  and  as  these  Minute-Men  may  eventually  be  called  to  action 
before  the  whole  body  of  the  Militia  are  sufficiently  trained,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  a  more  particular  and  diligent  attention  be  paid  to  their  instruc- 
tion in  military  discipline. 

That  such  of  the  Minute-Men  as  desire  it,  be  relieved  by  new  draughts  us 
aforesaid,  from  the  whole  body  of  the  Militia,  once  in  five  months. 

As  there  are  some  people  who,  from  religious  principles,  cannot  bear  arms 
in  any  case,  this  Congress  intend  no  violence  to  their  consciences,  but  earn- 
estly recommend  it  to  them  to  contribute  liberally,  in  this  time  of  universal 
calamity,  to  the  relief  of  their  distressed  brethren  in  the  several  Colonies,  and 
to  do  all  other  services  to  their  oppressed  Country,  which  they  can  consis- 
tently with  their  religious  principles. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies  or  Conventions  in  the  respec- 
tive Colonies,  to  provide,  as  soon  as  possible,  sufficient  stores  of  Ammunition 
for  their  Colonies;  also  that  they  devise  some  means  for  furnishing  with  arm* 
such  effective  men  as  are  poor  and  unable  to  furnish  themselves. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  Colony  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  Safety  to 
superintend  and  direct  all  matters  necessary  tor  the  security  and  defence  of 
their  respective  Colonies,  in  the  recess  of  their  Assemblies  an<l  Conventions. 

That  each  Colony,  at  their  own  expense,  make  such  provision  by  armed 
vessels  or  otherwise,  as  their  respective  Assemblies,  Conventifins,  or  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  shall  judge  expedient  and  suitable  to  their  circumsUmces 
and  situations,  for  the  protection  of  their  Harlwrs  and  Navigation  on  their 
sea-coasts,  against  all  unlawful  invasions,  attacks,  and  depredations  from 
cutters  and  ships-of-war. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  Anns  for  tlie  use  of  the  Militia, 
that  they  make  good  substantial  Muskets,  with  Barrels  three  feet  and  a  half 
in  length,  that  will  carry  an  ounce  Bail,  and  fitted  with  a  '^ood  Bayonet  and 
Steel  liamrod,  and  that  the  making  of  such  Arms  lie  encouraged  in  these 
United  Colonies. 

Where,  in  any  Colony,  a  Militia  is  already  formed  under  regulations  ap- 
proved by  the  Convention  of  such  Colony,  or  by  such  Assemblies  as  are 
annually  elective,  we  refer  to  the  discretion  of  such  Convention  or  Assembly, 
either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  Kegulations  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  con- 
tinue their  former,  as  they,  on  consideration  <jf  all  circumstances,  shall  think 
best. 


In  Congress,  July  19,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  it  lie  recommended  to  the  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  to  compleat  tlie  deficien- 
cies in  the  Regiments  l)elon'zinu'  to  their  respective  Colonies,  retained  l)y  the 
General  in  the  Continental  army  before  Boston. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colony  of  Rliude  Island  to  compleat  iS:  send 
forward  to  the  camp  before  Boston,  as  soon  as  possible  tlif  three  iunnlretl  A 
sixty  men  lately  voted  by  their  General  Assembly. 

That  it  be  recommended  also  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  compleat  ife 
send  forward  to  the  Camp  l)etbre  Boston,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  fourteen 
hundred  men  lately  voted  by  their  General  A^sembly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

[Signature  torn  off.] 

Note. —This  was  found  iu  the  State  Librvry  and  the  name  of  the  certify- 
ing officer  torn  otf.  —  J.  F. 
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Committee  of  Safety,  of  Hillsborough,  to  General  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Set.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1689.] 

To  the  Honourable  John  Sullivan,  Esq,  Brigadier  General  of  the  Continental 

Army. 
Sir—     ■ 

The  Committee  of  safety  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough,  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Hampshire,  having  in  contemplation  the  great  services  you  lately  ren- 
dered the  County  in  your  civil  capacity,  and  the  great  abilities  you  then 
exerted  at  the  bar  in  tlieir  defence,  at  a  time  when  the  people  were  most 
cruelly  oppressed  by  the  tools  of  Government,  pray  leave  to  address  and  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  appointment  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  —  an 
appointment  which,  as  it  distinguishes  your  merit,  so  at  the  same  time  it 
reflects  honour  upon,  and  shews  the  penetrating  discernment  of  those  truly 
eminent  Patriots  from  whom  you  received  it,  and  of  whom  are  composed  the 
Continental  Congress.  Xor  are  we  less  sanguine  in  our  expectations  of  the 
high  advantages  which  must  result  (under  God)  to  the  publick,  by  your  mili- 
tary skill  and  courage,  as  you  have  been  indefatigable  in  attaining  the  first, 
and  have  given  a  recent  instance  of  the  latter,  to  your  great  honour  and 
reputation,  in  depriving  our  enemies  of  the  means  of  annoying  us  at  Castle 
William  &  Mary,  and  at  the  same  time  lurnishing  us  with  materials  to  defend 
our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges. 

This,  Sir,  must  ever  be  had  in  remembrance  and  (amongst  the  actions  of 
others,  our  heroes  of  1775)  handed  down  to  the  latest  posterity.  That  the 
Almighty  may  direct  your  counsels,  be  with  you  in  the  day  of  battle,  and 
that  you  may  be  preserved  as  a  pattern  to  this  people  for  many  years  to 
come,  is  our  frequent  prayer. 

Per  order:  Matthew  Paxtin,  Chairman. 

July  19,  1775. 


General  SullivaH''s  Answer. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough: 

Gextlemen  —  Your  polite  congratulatory  Address  upon  my  appointment 
to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-(reneral  in  the  American  Army,  demands  my  most 
sincere  and  cordial  thanks.  Your  approbation  of  my  conduct  while  at  the 
bar,  acting  in  defence  of  an  injured  people  against  the  arbitrary  tools  of  Gov- 
ernment, gives  me  the  highest  satisfaction. 

The  favourable  opinion  which  you  have  formed  of  my  courage  and  military 
skill,  must  alone  be  a  suflicient  inducement  for  me  to  exert  myself  at  this 
important  day;  and  if  possible,  prevent  you  from  being  disappointed  in  your 
expectations.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  so  respectable  a  number 
of  the  worthy  sons  of  freedom  in  the  Colony  to  which  I  belong,  have  so  pub- 
lickly  "jiven  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  in  assisting  to  secure  the  war- 
like stores  at  Fort  \Villi  ini  and  Mary,  and  thereby  preventinsj  those  evils 
which  must  have  resulted  from  our  enemies  having  the  possession  of  them. 
That  the  impoitaut  office  you  sustain  may  be  ever  held  by  such  worthy  pat- 
riots, who,  wliiit'  they  so  nobly  exert  themselves  in  defence  of  our  common 
liberties,  are  endeavouring  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  others,  is,  Gentlemen, 
the  earnest  prayer  of  your  most  obedient  servant. 

John  Sullivan. 
Camp  at  Winter  Ilill. 

August  10,  1775. 
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New  Ipswich   Committee  of  Inspection. 
[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  1711.1 

New  Ipswich,  July  22<',  177."). 

In  February  last,  the  Committee  of  Inspection  tor  the  Town  of  New  Ips- 
wich in  New  Hampshire,  finding  that  Mr.  David  Hills,  a  trader  in  said  Town 
had  raised  the  price  of  some  articles  of  his  Merchandise,  whereupon  8ai<l 
Committee  called  him  to  an  account,  and  after  some  debate,  said  Hills  prom- 
ised to  adhere  strictly  to  the  Association;  so  said  Committee  received  him 
iigain.  In  the  beginning  of  March  then  next,  the  said  Hills  violated  the 
Association  again  in  the  same  manner  as  before ;  whi'reupt)n  said  Committee 
<jalled  him  to  an  account  again;  then  he  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
Association  nor  the  promise,  as  we  did,  but  for  the  future  he  would  adhere 
to  the  Association  and  the  promise,  as  we  understood  them;  so  was  again 
received.  Now  he  has  violated  the  Association  in  like  manner  the  third 
time,  notwithstanding  his  promise;  so  we  again  examined  him,  and  he 
•owned  he  had  raised  his  price  on  some  articles,  viz.  Salt,  Fish,  and  Rum, 
and  says  it  is  no  violation  of  the  Association,  so  refuses  to  make  satisfaction. 
Now  we,  the  Committee,  advise  all  good  people  to  break  off  all  dealings  with 
him,  as  the  Association  binds  all  to  do.     By  order  of  the  Committee. (1) 

Joseph  Bates,  Chairman  of  said  Committee. 


Letter  from    Col.  John    Hurd,  introducing  an    Indian  from, 

Canada. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  51.] 

Haverhill  (Coho'os),  27"'  July,  1775. 
.Sfb  — 

Tho'  I  am  not  of  any  Committee  of  Correspondence  yet  as  a  member  of  y* 
Provincial  Congress,  i  take  this  opport^  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Bearer 
€ol'^  Bailey  goes  down  to  Exeter  &  Cambridge  (&  will  call  on  you  in  his  way) 
expressly  on  the  purpose  to  accompany  an  Indian  by  name  Louis  of  the 
Caghnawa^a  Tribe,  who  is  just  come  in  here  from  Montreal  by  way  of  the 
Lake  Memphriuiagog&  Upper  Coho'os  —  the  same  who  sent  us  those  advices 
in  the  letter  w^*^  I  carried  down  &  communicated  to  the  Congress  at  the  last 
Sessions.  He  has  all  along  appeared  friendly  to  the  New  England  people,  is 
very  intelligent  &  has  the  character  among  the  Indian  Traders  of  an  honest 
Fellow,  who  has  always  stood  by  &  made  good  his  word,  —  Tho'  no  very 
rtunarkaiile  occurrence  has  taken  place  in  Canada  that  he  informs  of,  yet  the 
acco'  he  gives  of  the  present  Disposition  of  the  Indians  it  Canadians  &  the 
situation  of  the  regular  Troops  tliere  seems  so  interesting,  We  have  thou't 
his  Informations  might  be  of  service  to  the  American  cause.  That  y'"  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  as  well  as  tlie  Gent"  of  the  Massachusetts  &  the  Generals  at 
Cambridge  would  not  Iw  displeas'd  with  an  opp'^  to  converse  with  him,  for 
which  reason  we  have  persuaded  Louis  (having  given  a  tew  small  presents  & 
engaging  some  pay  for  his  time)  to  make  a  Journey  down  Country,  paying  a 

(1)  David  Hills  iiflcmpteil  to  vinilicate  lii.«  cnniluct  ami  astked  for  a  Ti>wn  mcetiiiK  to  bear 
liis  coiuplHintji.  The  meeting  was  held.  Auuiist  '_",Uli,  1775.  At  which  a  hearing  wa-n 
gnuited.  and  the  foliowiiij;  vot«;s  paused:— Ed. 

'•  Voted,  To  hear  the  oomplaiiitu  of  >tr.  David  Hills  against  the  Conuuittee  of  Insjjoction. 
Voted.  That  the  (Jouindttee  of  Inspection  have  gone  according  to  the  Association. 

.\  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

Is  A  \c  How,  Town  Clerk," 
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visit  first  to  you  or  y""  Committee  at  Exeter  &  thence  to  the  Army  at  Cjttn- 
bridge  &  Colonel  Bayley  is  so  good  to  undertake  conducting  him,  having  for- 
merly had  some  at-quaint*  with  him,  his  time  is  short,  he  says,  he  could  not 
leave  Montreal  without  a  pass  from  the  Governor  &  a  promise  to  return  in 
about  twenty  days,  as  if  going  out  upon  a  hunt,  he  speaks  very  good  French, 
&  English  tolerably  well,  so  "as  to  be  easily  understood  —  By  what  we  have 
learntfrom  him,  our  people  are  much  easier  in  their  settlements  on.  these 
Frontiers  than  they  have  been  heretofore.  For  further  particulars  I  must 
refer  to  Col"  Bayley. 
My  best  respects  attend  you  &  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  and  am 
Sir,  your  most  humble  Serv*. 

John  Hubd. 

Captain  Bedel  has  muster' d  his  company  and  paid  them  their  months  ad- 
vance ;  he  would  readily  have  attended  on  this  Indian  to  wait  upon  y""  Com- 
mittee had  not  Col°  Bayley  offer' d. 

The  Hon^ie  Mathew  Thornton,  Esq. 


Letter  from   Capt.  Timothy  Bedel  to  Hon.  Matthew   Thornton, 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  55.] 

Haverhill.  July  28^"  1775. 
To  the  Hon''  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Sir — I  have  sent  Inclosed  the  List  of  the  men  Inlisted  by  Seth  Wheeler 
Ensign  in  Capt.  Parker's  Company  agreeable  to  Orders  and  s*'  Wheeler 
Desires  his  Commission  and  Money  may  be  sent  up  soon  as  can  conveantla. 

Sir  —  When  I  was  with  the  Committee  and  Received  my  order  for  this  De- 
partment, I  was  willing  to  serve  as  a  Capt.  tho  I  had  the  Command  of  three 
Companys  but  I  have  this  Day  Received  Sartain  account  from  Crown  Point 
that  an  Army  was  forming  for  an  Expedition  against  the  Regular  Troops  in 
Canada  and  orders  sent  to  Rais  men  under  Co'  Allen  on  this  River.  I  do 
Expect  the  Orders  will  l)e  sent  to  me  to  march  that  way  at  the  same  time 
shall  Expect  to  have  a  Regiment  Except  sum  old  Experienced  Officer  should 
offer  Otherways  shall  Decline  as  I  never  raent  to  Enter  the  sarvice  as  a  Cap', 
to  sarve  out  of  the  Government.  We  can  raise  a  Regiment  in  this  part  of 
the  Contry  Col.  Bayley  who  attends  Servis  will  Inform  us  as  to  News  as 
thare  is  ^Tow  Parson  appinted  as  a  Committee  ot  Supplys  hear  it  is  Necessary 
we  should  have  sum  money  and  I  Desire  it  may  be  sent  by  Col.  Bayley  and 
what  is  sent  him  I  will  be  accountable  for  Taking  his  Recep'  for  what  is  sent 
I  amagin  that  £100  is  as  Little  as  will  answer. 

These  from  yours  at  Command 

Tim"  Bedlk. 


Orders  from  the   Committee  of  Safety  to   Capt.  Beedel. 
[See  Records  of  Com.  of  Safety  N.  H.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  7,  p.  11. J 

Sr  —  you  are  directed  to  proceed  immediately  to  Northumberland  or  Lan- 
caster with  your  Company,  or  such  part  thereof  as  you  think  proper,  and 
there  in  Conjunction  with  the  Inhabitants  erect  a  Garrison  in  such  place  as 
you,  with  their  advice,  shall  judge  most  suitable,  Sufficient  for  Defence  against 
Small  arms;  and  when  that  is  Compleated  to  assist  in  Building  Garrisons  in 
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such  other  Places  on  the  Frontiers  as  you,  with  the  advice  of  the  Inhabitants 
shall  judge  most  necessary,  sending  out  such  scouts  from  Time  to  Time  for 
Intelligence  as  you  shall  think  expedient;  And  also  to  take  the  Charge  of  all 
such  Provisions  as  may  be  sent  you  and  Cause  the  same  properly  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  yours  and  other  Companies  that  may  be  posted  by  the  Congress  er 
this  Committee  on  Connecticut  River;  and  purchase  Beef,  Bread  &c.  as  may 
be  requisite,  &  return  your  accounts  to  this  Committee  for  their  allowance  & 
payment ;  and  also  to  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  gain  and  keep  the  Friend- 
ship of  the  Indians  by  small  donations  &c,,  and  if  any  thing  of  Importance 
should  occur  to  send  Information  thereof  to  this  Committee  by  immediate 
Expresses,  and  to  take  up  and  examine  any  person  you  may  suspect  of 
attempting  to  cross  the  Country  to  Canada  with  a  Design  to  hurt  the  Cause 
of  America,  &  if  after  examination  you  are  satislied  of  such  Design,  that  you 
secure  him  or  them  &  send  them  down  here  for  Trial,  and  to  use  your  Dis- 
cretion with  Regard  to  any  others  who  evidently  appear  to  be  inimical  to  the 
Liberties  of  America.  In  case  of  any  attack  upon  any  of  the  Inhabitants  in 
those  Parts  to  whom  you  can  possibly  afford  assistance,  you  are  to  do  it  with- 
out Delay. 

By  order  of  the  Committee 

W.  Whipple,  Chairman  P.  T. 
July  7">  1775. 


Letter  from   Gen.    Washington  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  .57.] 

Camp  at  Cambridge, 

August  4^'i,  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

Your  publick  Capacity  &  the  hope  that  you  will  be  both  able  &  willing  to- 
give  us  some  assistance,  has  led  me  to  make  this  application.  The  situation 
of  the  Army,  as  to  Ammunition,  is  by  no  means  what  it  ought  to  be.  We 
have  great  Reason  to  suspect  the  Enemy  very  soon  intend  to  bombard  our 
Lines;  &  our  Stock  of  Powder  is  so  small,  as  in  a  great  Degree  to  make  our 
heavy  Artillery  useless. 

I  must  therefore  request  you  will  exert  yourselves  to  forward  whatever  can 
be  spared  from  your  Province,  as  soon  as  Possible.  The  Necessity  is  greats 
the  cause  is  of  the  last  Importance ;  I  am  therefore  persuaded  I  neetl  use 
no  Arguments  to  quicken  your  zeal.  The  smallest  Quantities  are  not 
beneath  Notice,  as  a  considerable  stock  may  be  formed  from  various  collec- 
tions. Lead  &  Flints  are  also  very  scarce;  you  will  therefore  furnish  all  you 
can  spare.  Next  to  making  the  Provision,  its  being  seasonable  is  of  great 
importance,  every  Hour  in  our  present  situation  is  critical. 

Should  there  be  any  arrivals  in  any  part  of  your  Province,  with  this  neces- 
sary article  I  must  request  your  forwarding  all  that  can  possibly  l)e  .-.pared 
out  of  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully 
your  most  obed'  ifc 

very  Hl)le  Seiv' 

G'^'.  WAsuiNoroN.iD 
To  the  Hon.  The  Committee 
of  Safety  of  New  Hampshire. 

(I)  This  is  Wasliinston's  own  si'^nuture.— Eu. 
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Letter  from   Gen.  Sullivan  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  XL,  p.  60.] 

Winter  Hill,  Aug*  5"^,  1T7.5. 
Hon'ble  Gentlkmex  — 

By  order  of  General  Washington  I  send  Major  Cilley  to  wait  on  you  upon 
a  matter  that  requires  the  utmost  secrecy  &  Dispatch.  General  Washington 
has  wrote  you  (I  suppose)  fully  upon  the  Subject  but  we  all  rely  upon  your 
prudence  in  keeping  both  the  Contents  of  his  and  mine  a  profound  secret  — 
we  had  a  General  Councill  the  Day  before  yesterday  &  to  our  great  surprize 
we  found  that  we  have  not  powder  Enough  in  the  whole  army  to  furnish  half 
a  pound  a  man  exclusive  of  what  the  people  have  in  their  horns  &  Cartridge 
Boxes.  This  Shocking  Situation  we  are  Reduced  to  by  the  Mass*  Committee 
making  a  return  to  General  Washington  of  485  Quarter  Casks,  on  his  arrival 
which  he  supposed  was  then  on  hand  but  to  his  surprise  he  found  that  was 
what  was  provided  Last  winter  &  that  there  is  now  on  hand  but  38  Barrella 
which  with  all  the  powder  in  the  other  magazines  will  not  furnish  half  a 
pound  per  man.  The  General  was  so  struck  that  he  did  not  utter  a  word  for 
half  an  hour.  Every  one  else  was  equally  surprised.  Messengers  are  dis- 
patched to  all  the  Southern  Colonies  to  Draw  in  their  Publick  stocks  &  I 
must  entreat  you  to  forget  all  Colony  Distinctions  consider  a  Continental 
Army  Devoted  to  Destructions  unless  immediately  supplied  &  send  us  at 
Least  20  Barrells  of  powder  with  all  possible  speed  —  Should  the  matter  take 
air  before  a  supply  arrives  our  army  is  ruined ;  you  Gentlemen  will  need  no 
words  from  me  to  induce  an  Immediate  Compliance  with  this  Request.  You 
can  have  no  necessity  of  the  Powder  in  the  Country;  there  is  not  the  most 
Distant  probability  or  even  possibility  of  an  attack  upon  you.  Gentlemen  I 
am  with  great  Respect  y^  most  obed*  Serv'  (1) 

JnO  SULLIVAjr. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety 
at  Exeter  or  Portsmouth. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Gen.  Schuyler. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  XL,  p.  63.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety  Aug'  7"^,  1775. 

SiK  —  The  Congress  of  this  Colony  sometime  past  raised  Three  Companys 
■consisting  of  Sixty  Six  men  each  including  officers  to  be  a  Guard  to  the 
Western  Frontiers  on  Conec'  river  and  upon  receiving  some  late  advices  from 
Canada  we  conceive  they  will  not  be  needed  there,  have  since  applied  to  Gen- 
eral Washington  to  see  if  he  had  occasion  for  them  in  his  army  but  were  told 
he  tho't  his  army  sufficiently  strong  and  Imagined  they  might  be  more  sev- 
viceable  to  join  your  army  if  not  full,  especially  considering  those  Companies 
consist  of  Rangers,  Hunters,  and  men  accustomed  to  the  Woods  he  said  he 
would  write  to  you  on  the  Subject  which  we  expect  you  have  received.  The 
Bearer  Col"  Bedle,  Commander  of  a  Regiment  of  Militia  on  Connecticut 
River,  to  promote  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  accepted  the 
command  of  a  Company  to  be  a  Guard  as  afbres^i  he  is  a  person  of  Large 
(great)  experience  in  War,  and  who  is  well  acquainted  with  Canada.  We 
would  recommend  him  to  you  as  an  able  Officer,  to  command  a  Regiment 
and  if  the  circumstances  of  your  army  will  admit  of  your  providing  for  him 
accordingly,  or  in  any  other  way  agreeable  to  him,  his  reception  Sc  the 
afores''  Companies;  we  shall  esteem  it  a  favor  done  them,  as  those  companys 
are  very  desirous  of  being  engaged  in  the  general  service. 
Indorsed  —  "  Copy  of  a  letter 

to  Gen'  Schuyler,  Aug.  7,  1775." 

(l)Aug,  7.  '-Received  a  letter  from  Gen'l  Waehington  &  another  from  Gen'l  Sullivaa 
by  Maj.  Cilley.  In  consequence  of  which  order'd  the  Major  to  endeavour  to  have  all  tie 
Powder  (nemainina  in  the  Colony  which  was  taken  from  Fort  \Vm  &  Mary)  to  be  sent  to 
Exeter."    [Rec.  oj  Com.  of  Safety.]— Ed. 
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[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  05. | 

la  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  Aug'  7'"  177.'5. 

By  Deac"  Brooks  we  have  sent  you  rive  hund''  Pounds  L.  M.  which  is  ail 
that  we  can  spare  at  Present  as  we  understand  tliat  the  Continental  Congress 
have  appointed  a  Commissary  General  for  the  whole  united  American  Arm 
we  conceive  there  will  be  no  further  necessity  for  your  concerning  yourselves 
with  the  supplying  our  forces  —  therefore  we  judge  it  most  prudent  that  you 
close  all  your  accounts  as  speedily  as  possible  —  &  desire  that  you  would  let 
us  know  what  further  sums  will  be  wanting  to  pay  off  all  the  Debts  you  have 
contracted  on  account  «fe  for  the  benefit  of  this  Colony,  &  we  shall  endeavor 
to  send  you  the  money  in  a  very  short  time. 


Letter  to  Major  CiUey. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II, ,  p.  65.1 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  Aug'  7'"  177.5. 

You  are  desired  as  soon  as  possible  to  apply  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Several 
Towns  in  this  Colony  with  whom  was  lodged  the  Powder  taken  last  winter 
from  Fort  Will""  &  Mary  take  an  account  of  what  is  now  in  their  Custody 
respectively  <fe  request  of  them  forthwith  to  convey  the  whole  of  it  to  Col" 
Nicholas  Gilman  at  Exeter. 


Indorsed  —  "  To  Maj^  Cilley 
Aug'  7«»  1775." 


By  order  of  the  Committee. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to   <Jol.  Bedel. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  II.,  p.  7.| 

Sir  — 

The  Comm''  of  Safety  has  waited  on  G.  Washington  to  endeavor  to  get  the 
Compys  raised  to  guard  the  Western  Frontiers  received  into  the  pay  of  the 
Continent,  but  he  Informed  us  that  he  cannot  consistent  with  liis  Instruc- 
tions receive  more  than  2  Thous*!  men;  But  has  at  our  request  wrote  to  (Gen- 
eral Schuyler  recommend  his  receiving  them,  and  the  Bearer  Capt.  Thorn- 
ton has  a  Letter  to  the  same  purpose  from  Gen'  Sulivan.  As  the  expence  of 
these  Comp8  will  be  so  great  on  this  Colony,  and  no  danger  as  we  apprehend 
on  the  Frontiers,  unless  those  Comp*  can  be  received  as  afores*^  they  must  be 
disbanded  without  going  into  actual  service.  Therefore  We  desire  you  would 
without  loss  of  time  take  Capt.  Thornton  &  such  other  assistance  as  you 
Judge  neces^  and  repair  to  Gen*  Schuyler  at  Crown  Point  before  he  gets  his 
army  fill'd  up,  and  Endeavour  to  get  those  three  Comp^  into  that  service,  & 
if  there  is  Room  for  a  Regiment  you  can  have  opportunity  to  negotiate  the 
matter  with  him,  as  it  must  be  a  Contin'  »&  not  a  Colony  matter. 

Indorsed,  "  Copy  of  a  Letter  to 
Colo  Bedel,  Aug.  7'h  1775." 
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Letter  from  Hev.  Stephen  Peabody  of  Atkinson. 
[Copied  from  MS.  SUte  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  69.] 

To  the  Honorable  Matthew  Thornton  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Comra  ittee  of 
Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  now  setting  at  Exeter. 

Sr  — 

Yours  of  the  18"^  Instant  lately  came  to  hand,  in  which  I  have  an  Invita- 
tion from  the  Honorable  Conunittee,  aforesaid,  to  engage  in  the  character  of 
a  Chaplain,  in  the  service  of  my  Country. 

In  answer  to  which,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  the  Proposal  was 
to  me  new,  &  altogether  unexpected,  and  my  domestic  affairs  at  present  in  a 
situation  somewhat  unfavorable  to  such  an  undertaking.  But,  Sir,  the  honor 
of  the  Invitation,  the  Justice  of  the  Cause,  together  with  my  own  sincere 
Desire  to  promote  the  Weal  of  America  &  her  Freedom  from  a  state  of  vas- 
salage, are  considerations  which  by  far  outweigh  personal  Interest  or  private 
Embarrassments.  And  therefore  with  gratitude  —  and  self-diffidence  —  I 
have  concluded  to  undertake  the  services  of  that  important  Trust ;  humbly 
imploring  that  Wisdom  <fe  Prudence  which  shall  enable  me  to  perform  my 
Duty  with  Fidelity  &  not  to  reflect  Dishonor  upon  this  Colony.  And  as  I 
have  had  but  short  notice  to  prepare,  should  take  it  as  a  Favor,  if  the  Time 
of  my  joining  the  Anny  might  be  for  a  few  Days  postpon'd.  Circumstances 
admitting;  however,  shall  wait  your  further  Commands  &  govern  myself 
accordingly.  With  wishing  that  all  your  Counsels  may  be  under  the  divine 
Direction,  and  crowned  with  abundant  success. 

Sir  —  with  all  proper  Defl'erence, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

Stephen  Peabodv. 
Atkinson,  August  14"i,  1775, 
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Journal  of  the  Provincial  (Congress  —  resumed  from  page  554. 

[p.  95.]  Tuesday  August  22**,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  &  Resolved,  That  Whereas  this  Congress  on  the  fitth 
of  July  last  ordered  the  Receiver  General  to  Issue  his  notes  of 
hand  for  Eight  Thousand  Pounds  to  be  paiil  with  six  per  cent 
Interest  at  certain  times  therein  Limited,  and  Whereas  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  and  several  of  the  General  Courts  Sc  Cono-resses 
of  the  United  Colonies  have  Issued  their  bills  payable  at  certain 
Periods  without  Interest,  and  it  now  appears  that  said  bills  or 
[p.  96.]  notes  will  answer  all  the  Intention  of  their  beino-  Issued 
as  well  without  Interest  as  with,  Therefore  Voted  that  the 
Receiver  General  Imediately  Issue  his  Notes  aforesaid  in  the  same 
manner  as  Directed  in  said  Vote  Excepting  their  carrying  Inter- 
est, which  is  to  be  omitted,  and  that  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  aforesaid  vote  to  get  said  notes  struck  otF  conform  themselves 
to  this  Determination. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  8  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  Aug"  23'*. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  send  only  one  Delegate  more  for  this  Colony  to  the 
Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  same  with 
Capt.  John  Langdon  our  other  Delegate,  in  the  name  &  behalf  of 
this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Josiah  Bartlett  Esq""  be  our  Delegate  at  the  said 
Continental  Conoress. 

Voted,  That  Meshech  Weare,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Matthew  Thorn- 
ton, Ebenezer  Thompson  &  William  Whipple  Esq"  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  draw  up  Instructions  for  our  Delegates  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

The  Petition  of  Hugh  Tallant  being  read  &  considered  was 
refer'd  to  the  Committees  of  Safety  of  Salem,  Pelham  &  Notting- 
ham West. 

Voted  That  all  men  in  this  Colony  fiom  Sixteen  to  Fifty  years 
of  age  be  form'd  into  Regiments  and  Companies  according  to  the 
Recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Regiments  or  Battalion  of  Militia  in  this 
Colony  consist  of  the  same  Limits  :w  when  last  commissioned 
untill  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Delegates  of  the  sevend  &  respective  Towns 
tki  places  within  the  Limits  of  each  Regiment  consult  together 
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and  recommend  to  this  Congress  Three  persons  as  .suitable  in 
their  opinion  Either  of  them  to  be  Colonel  of  their  respective 
Regiments  if  Elected  by  the  Congress,  and  in  like  manner  for 
their  Lieut.  Colonels  &  Majors. 

Whereas  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Col.  Josiah  Wil- 
lard  Appears  to  be  Large  and  sufficient  to  be  Divided  into  Two, 
and  the  People  of  that  Regiment  being  Desirous  thereof,  There- 
fore [p.  97.]  it  is  voted,  That  the  said  Regiment  be  divided  into 
Two,  and  commissioned  accordingly,  and  that  the  first  contain 
the  Towns  of  Winchester,  Hinsdale,  Westmoreland,  Chestei-field, 
Richmond,  Swansey,  Keen,  Surry  and  Gilsura,  and  that  the  other 
contain  the  Towns  of  Charlestown,  Walpole,  Clarmont,  Newport, 
Unity,  Acworth,  Saville,  Alstead,  Lempster  and  Marlow. 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  will  Determine  what  wages  each 
member  shall  receive  of  his  constituents  for  his  service  in  Con- 
gress. 

Voted,  That  the  wages  shall  be  six  shillings  per  day. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  be  paid  out  of  the  Piib- 
lick  Treasury,  six  shillings  per  day  for  his  services  to  this  Con- 
gress as  Secretary. 

Voted,  That  all  the  members  of  the  Present  Congress  be  paid 
for  their  service  in  attending  the  same  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement thereof  untill  their  Dissolution,  by  their  several  & 
respective  Constituants ;  And  that  each  member  be  paid  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury  by  the  Receiver  Generall  Two  pence  per 
mile  for  Travelling  to<fc  from  this  Congress  to  their  several  places 
of  abode,  &>  for  every  time  of  their  adjournment  for  a  longer 
time  than  from  Saturday  to  Munday.  Their  travel  to  be  certi- 
fied by  the  Secretary. 


August  •24"',  1775, 

The  Petition  of  .James  Gilmore  being  read  &  Considered  it  is 
Ordered  by  this  Congress  that  the  said  .James  Gilmore  be  Libera- 
ted from  his  confinement  and  that  he  appear  to  be  heard  &  tryed 
before  this  Congress  on  the  second  day  of  their  sitting  after  the 
liC"  day  of  this  Instant :  And  that  Aaron  Hayes  named  in  said 
Petition  be  Notified  to  appear  at  said  day  and  Prosecute  his  com- 
plaint against  s"*  Gilmore:  And  Capt  Stephen  Evens  Sa  Capt. 
Shadrach  Hodgsdon  recognize  to  this  Congress  in  the  sum  of 
Twenty  pounds  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  Gilmore  on  s:iid 
day. 

[p.  98.]  Voted,  That  all  such  Persons  as  were  heretofore  Ex- 
cused by  the  Laws  of  this  Province  from  Training  on  Publick 
Training  days,  be  Excused  from  Training  according  to  said  Law. 

Voted,  That  there  be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  to  Josiah 
B.'irtlett  Esq'  one  of  our  Delegates  Appointed  to  Represent  us  ut 
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the  Continental  Congress,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
Founds  Lawful  money  out  of  the  Fublick  Treasury  to  be  by  him 
accounted  for. 

Voted  That  Nathaniel  Folsora  Esq''  be  the  General  Officer  over 
the  Militia  in  this  Colony, 

Voted,  That  Capt.  William  Whipple  be  appointed  Colonel  oi 
the  first  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  &  Joshua  Wentworth 
Esq""  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  Benjamin  Barker  his  first  major  &  Eph- 
raim  Fickering  his  second  major. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Stephen  Evend  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the- 
second  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  &  Samuel  Chesley  his  Lieut. 
CoF,  Joshua  Wingate  his  first  Major  &  Faul  Wentworth  his- 
second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Jonathan  Moulton  be  Colonel  of  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  &  Christopher  Toppan  Esq' 
his  Lieut.  Col°  &  John  Lane  Esq""  his  first  Major. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Nicholas  Oilman  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the- 
Fourth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  &  Capt.  Jeremiah 
Folsom  his  Lieut  Colonel  Lieut.  Thomas  Bartlett  his  first  Major 
&  Capt,  Stephen  Clark  his  second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Josiah  Bartlett  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Col°  Jonathan  Greeley,  &  Jacob 
Gale  Esq""  Lieut.  Colonel,  Joseph  Welch  Esq"'  his  first  Major  «& 
Lieut  John  Webster  his  second  Major, 

[p.  99.]  Voted,  That  Col°  Joseph  Badger  be  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  lately  commanded  by  himself^  «fc 
Ebenezer  Smith  Esq''  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  Capt,  David  Copp  his- 
first  Major  &  Capt.  Bradbury  Richardson  his  second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Daniel  Moore  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the- 
Regiment  of  Militia  lately  commanded  by  Col°  John  GoflTe,  and 
David  Gilman  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  Moses  Kelley  his  first  Major  &■ 
Samuel  Fage  his  Second  Major. 

Voted  That  Thomas  Stickney  Esq"^  be  appointed  Colonel  of  thfr 
Regiment  of  Militia  lately  commanded  by  Col°  MacMillan,  Capt. 
Henry  Gerrish  his  Lieut.  CoP,  Nathan  Batchelder  Esq'  his  first 
Major,  and  Isaac  Chandler  his  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Ashley  Esq'  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
First  part  of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Col°  Josiah 
Willard,  &  Capt,  Joseph  Hammond  Lieut.  Colonel,  Isaac  Butter- 
field  his  first  Major  and  Timothy  Ellis  his  second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Maj'  Benjamin  Bellows  be  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Col"  Wil- 
lard, &  Samuel  Hunt  Esq.  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  William  Haywood 
his  first  Major,  and  John  Bellows  His  second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Col°  David  Hobart  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment   lately   commanded   by  Col"  John    Fenton,   &  David 

37 
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Webster  his  Lieut,  Colonel. 

Voted,  That  Israel  Morey,  Esq'  be  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Reoiment  lately  commanded  by  Col°  John  Hurd,  &  Charles  John- 
son''Esq'  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  Jonathan  Child  his  first  Major,  and 
Jonathan  Hale  his  second  Major. 

•  [p.  100.]  Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  Immediately 
give  such  Directions  as  they  judge  Necessary  for  Fortifying  & 
Supplying  Material,  Raising  Matrosses  &c.  for  Defending  Piscat- 
aqua  Harbour. 

Upon  the  complaint  of  Dennis  Pendergast  against  Owen  Orke 
for  stealing  from  him  a  number  of  Dollars  &  Crowns,  a  warrant 
Issued  from  this  Congress  to  apprehend  the  said  Owen  Orke,  who 
being  apprehended  and  bro't  before  the  Congress,  The  matter  of 
said  Complaint  is  referred  to  a  Committee  of  this  Congress,  viz. 
Samuel  Chase,  James  Betton,  David  Lawrence,  Benj*  Giles,  John 
Dudley,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Enoch  Hale  &  Ichabod  Rawlins,  Esq".  — 
The  Rev.  Mess™  Abiel  Foster  and  Stephen  Farrar  and  Deacon 
Samuel  Brooks  &  Deacon  James  Knowles,  who  are  to  hear.  Try  & 
Determine  the  same. 


August  25"^. 

Voted  That  the  ballance  of  Gen^  Folsom's  account  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  Delegate  for  this  Colony,  as  settled  by  a  former  Con- 
gress be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  out  of  the  Publick  Treas- 
ury, by  an  order  from  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  George  JaffreyEsq'  late  Treasurer  of  this  Colony 
be  and  hereby  is  Directed  to  Lay  his  Treasury  Accounts  before 
this  Congress  (in  order  that  the  same  may  be  settled)  on  Tuesday 
next,  if  the  Congress  be  then  sitting,  and  if  not  then  sitting,  on 
the  second  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Congress  after  that  time. 

Voted,  That  the  members  of  the  Two  late  Houses  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  Colony  be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury  for  their  Travel  to  and  from  the  General 
Assembly  at  the  same  rate  as  usual ;  and  the  clerk  six  shillings 
per  day  for  his  services  as  Clerk  upon  a  certificate  from  the  clerk 
of  the  said  house  of  Representatives,  and  that  their  constituents 
pay  them  for  their  attendance  six  shillings  per  day. 

This  vote  passed  the  23*^  &  was  reconsidered  the  25"'.' 

[p.  101.]  Voted,  That  the  vote  of  the  23"^  Instant  relating  to 
the  pay  of  the  members  of  this  Congress  be  reconsidered. 

Voted,  That  the  vote  respecting  the  pay  of  the  Two  late 
houses  of  Representatives  and  their  clerks  be  reconsidered. 

Voted,  That  the  Members  of  this  Congress  have  five  shillings 
per  day  for  their  attendance  at  this  Congress. 
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Voted,  That  the  members  of  this  Congress  receive  their  j)ay 
for  their  attendance  of  the  receiver  General  out  of  the  Publick 
Treasury  by  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary,  and  that  the  several 
&  respective  sums  so  paid  shall  be  addeil  to  the  other  Public  Tax, 
to  be  laid  on  their  several  and  res])ective  Constituants,  by  a  Pre- 
cept to  be  Issued  by  the  receiver  general  for  assessing  the  next 
Colony  Tax,  and  that  said  pay  be  made  to  the  said  Members  at 
the  end  of  the  sitting  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Members  of  this  Congress  be  paid  by  the 
receiver  general  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  Two  pence  per  mile 
for  their  Travel  to  &  from  their  respective  places  of  abode  to  this 
Congress,  by  Certificate  from  the  Secretary  for  every  time  they 
Travel  to  this  Congress,  if  it  be  adjourn'd  for  a  longer  time  thaii' 
from  Saturday  to  Munday. 

Whereas  by  order  of  this  Congress,  under  certain  conditions 
then  express'd,  a  Barrell  of  Gunpowder  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  Col"  David  Webster  of  Plimouth,  It  is  now  Voted,  That  said 
Webster  for  the  present  have  Custody  thereof,  and  not  part  with 
it  to  any  person  unless  by  order  of  the  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety,  or  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  Enemy. 

Voted  That  Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen  Proceed  Immediately  to 
Portsmouth  as  an  Engineer  and  there  Take  care,  &  have,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Committee  of  safety  at  Portsmouth,  the  over- 
sight &  Direction  of  Laying  out  &  Erecting  Batterys  for  the 
Defence  of  Piscataqua  Harbour,  &  get  the  Guns  fixt  &  mounted 
therein  and  all  other  Necessarys  for  compleating  the  Batterys. 

[p.  102.]  Voted  That  Capt  Shadrach  Hodgsdon  Proceed  Ime- 
diately  to  procure  Fascines  tor  building  Batterys  for  the  Defence 
of  Piscataqua  Harbour,  and  convey  the  same  to  Capt.  Ezekiel 
Worthen  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Portsmouth  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Portsmouth  be  pre- 
sented with  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  for  their  care  in  forward- 
ing a  Plan  for  the  security  of  Piscataqua  Harbour,  and  their  early 
intelligence  of  those  matters  to  this  Congress  —  and  that  they  be 
inform'd  that  this  Congress  have  given  a  Number  of  Directions 
to  several  Persons  for  providing  Fascines  and  other  Implements 
for  Erecting  Batterys ;  appointed  an  Engineer  Imediately  to  at- 
tend there;  and  ordered  a  number  of  Barrells  of  Powder  down 
with  many  other  Directions :  and  shall  proceed  to  do  every  thing 
they  possibly  can  for  securing  the  Harbour —  and  they  be  desired 
to  procure  persons  Imediately  to  remove  the  Platform  and  every 
other  usefuU  Implement  from  Fort  William  &  Mary,  &  Forbid 
any  person  or  persons  from  Destroying  the  buildings  there ;  And 
further  inform  the  Committee,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Congress,  That  no  Fish  ought  to  be  Exported  out  of  this  Colony. 
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Report  of  Portsmouth   Committee  on  Fortificatio7is^  <&c. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  71.] 

In  consequence  of  a  vote  of  this  Committee  to  us  Directed  we  have  viewed 
the  several  advantageous  pieces  of  ground  for  erecting  Fortilications  to  annoy 
our  Enemies  from  making  attack,  or  commits  any  outrageous  Insult  upon 
the  Defenceless  Capital  of  this  Province :  and  we  do  report  as  follows,  viz. 

1^.  That  we  most  humbly  conceive  that  an  Entrenchment  hove  up  on  the 
height  of  Seavy's  Island  so  called  with  two  Twenty  four  Pounders  &  four  or 
six  smaller  Cannon  (filled  also  with  musqutry)  would  greatly  Retard  the 
progress  of  any  ships-ot-war  sailing  up  the  River. 

2<i'y.  That  a  Battery  erected  at  Peirce'9  Island  of  light  Heavy  Cannon, 
wou'd  greatly  annoy  the  Enemy's  advances,  if  not  Totally  disconcert  their 
Intentions,  (by  carrying  away  Masts,  Rigging,  &c. ) 

3diy.  That  John  Langdon  Esq"  Island  is  a  most  Extraordinary  Peice  of 
Groimd  (form'd  by  nature)  for  a  Fortification  that  commands  the  River  from 
Henderson's  Point  so  caled,  and  capable  of  mounting  fifty  Heavy  Cannon, 
and  wou'd  Inevitably  Oblige  any  ship  to  Remove  that  would  attempt  to  lye 
before  the  Town. 

4thiy,  That  a  Battery  of  six  Heavy  Cannon  on  Church  Hill  wou'd  be  of 
Infinite  service  in  cannonading  any  ships  of  War  whatever  from  Henderson's 
Point  up  the  River  &  before  the  Town. 

Annexed  to  this  is  an  Inventory  of  Cannon  &  stores  now  in  the  Town — 
all  of  which  we  submit  to  the  Superiour  Judgment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Town  to  Represent  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

3  Cannon  of  32  Pounders, 

1  24 

9  4 

3  Brass  2  field  Peices. 

1  Iron  1  do. 

2  Brass  swivels. 
2  Howitt*. 

Emplements  wanting. 

30  shot  of  32  lb 

12  24 

18  12 

20  9 

40  6 

40  4 

30  3 

700  grape  shot. 


Portsmouth,  Aug««  25^  1775. 


Titus  Salter 
Geo.  TtTBNEB 
Rob't  Pabker 
Geo.  Wentwobth 
Geo.  Gains 


Committee, 


A  true  copy  By  order  of  the  Committee 

H.  Wextwobth,  Chairman, 
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Letter  to   General  Sullivan. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol,  U.,  p.  78.] 
Sir  — 

We  have  sent  down  a  man  to  endeavour  to  gain  a  little  further  acquaint- 
ance with  the  best  method  of  constructing  Carriages  for  cannon.  We  should 
be  glad,  sir,  if  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  introduce  him  to  those  persons 
<Sc  things  that  will  forward  him  in  his  Business,  &  to  whatever  you  judge  may 
help  on  an  ingenious  man  to  be  useful  to  us.  We  hope  he  may  have  a  full 
opportunity  of  viewing  whatever  will  conduce  to  this  purpose. 

By  some  late  Intelligence  we  have  great  reason  to  fear  that  Portsmouth  is 
in  danger.  We  beg  to  know  whether  some  Powder  can  be  spared.  If  pos- 
sible let  us  know  whether  we  can't  have  50  or  100  Barrells.  If  we  can  have 
Powder,  sir,  we  mean  Immediately  to  erect  some  fortifications  to  defend  the 
Harbour. 

The  Powder  sent  to  the  army,  to  our  Frontiers,  distributed  among  the 
Peoplfe  &  perhaps  by  some  ill  management  has  reduced  our  stores  to  about 
8  or  10  Barrells  at  most;  so  that  any  Quantity  that  can  be  spared  us  will  be 
acceptable  tho'  much  less  than  the  above  quantity ;  tho'  we  could  wish  that 
as  we  intend  Imediately  to  Erect  a  considerable  Fortification  to  guard  our 
Harbour. 

Indorsed — ''Copy  of  a  letter 
to  Brigr  Gen'  Sullivan,  Aug.  24,  1775." 


Letter  from  Genl.  Sullivan  in  answer  to  the  foregoing. 

[Copied  from  MS,  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  H.,  p.  75.] 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  [Aug,]  29,  1775. 
Oextlemen  — 

It  gives  me  pain  to  think  that  I  have  so  long  delayed  the  gentleman  you 
sent  to  me,  but  I  must  refer  you  to  him  for  an  excuse  on  that  head  —  shall 
only  hint  That  he  came  on  Saturday  morning  when  I  was  preparing  to  take 
possession  of  the  Plow'd  Hill  near  the  Enemy's  Incampment  at  Charlestown. 
This  was  done  on  Saturday  night  &  oxx  Sunday  morning  a  heavy  cannon- 
ading Ensued  which  lasted  through  the  whole  Day.  The  Floating  Batteries 
&  an  armed  vessel  attempting  to  come  up  &  Enfilade  us  as  I  expected,  I 
opened  a  Battery  which  I  had  prepared  on  purpose,  cut  away  the  Sloop's 
foresail,  made  her  sheer  off,  wounded  one  Floating  Battery  &  sunk  another. 
Yesterday  they  sent  round  a  man-of-war  to  Mistick  River,  draw'd  their  forces 
from  Boston,  formed  a  long  Column  &  prepared  to  come  out,  but  finding  our 
Readiness  to  receive  them  Declined  the  combat;  Last  Evening  they  began  to 
throw  Bombs  but  have  as  yet  done  no  Damage,  their  cannon  luis  been  more 
successful;  having  killed  three  or  four:  The  command  of  our  forces  was  as- 
signed to  me,  which  I  hope  will  apologize  for  my  delaying  Capt.  Hobbs.  I 
have  shown  him  tliose  cannon  which  are  best  mounted  with  us  &  given  him 
the  best  advice  in  my  power.  The  Powder  you  write  for.  Gentlemen,  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  at  present,  we  have  had  but  six  Tun  from  the  south- 
ward, which  is  but  half  a  pound  per  man  for  our  army  it-  what  we  had 
before  was  a  Shocks  Store,  we  hope  for  some  every  Day  &  as  soon  as  possible 
after  its  arrival  you  shall  be  supplied  by  y''  very  Hum'  Serv', 

Jno.  Sullivax, 

To  the  Hon.  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
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Aug^'  26'^ 

The  petition  of  Richard  Champiiey  for  leave  to  Export  Fish  out 
of  this  Colony,  being  read  &  considered,  Voted,  That  the  Prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

Voted  That  the  Establishing  the  otiicers  of  the  sixth  Regiment 
be  Postponed  until  the  second  day  of  the  sitting  of  this  Congress 
after  the  15""  day  of  September  next. 

Voted,  That  the  appointment  of  the  Major  of  Col°  David 
Hobart's  regiment  be  postponed  to  the  next  sitting  of  this  Con- 


srress 


Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 


[p.  103.]  Monday  Aug^'  -28"^  1775. 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that  there  is  a 
Quantity  of  Fish  shipping  off  from  Gosport  in  this  Colony,  con- 
trary to  the  repeated  votes  of  this  Congress,  and  as  it  is  supposed 
that  no  Committee  of  Inspection  has  been  chosen  there,  —  There- 
fore to  prevent  the  shipping  of  Fish  from  thence.  It  is  hereby 
earnestly  Recommended  to  the  Comittee  of  Safety  of  Portsmouth 
to  use  all  Prudent  Methods  to  hinder  any  Fish  from  being  Ex- 
ported from  said  Gosport. 

Voted  That  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Company  of  Artil- 
lery to  be  Raised  by  Capt.  Titus  Salter  be  allow'd  &  paid  the  fol- 
lowing wages  per  month,  viz :  Captain  £6  :  0  :  0.  L.  M.  First  Lieut. 
£4:  Second  Lieut.  £3 :  10.  Each  Sergeant  £2:8:0.  each  Cor- 
poral £2 :  4 :  0  :  —  A  Fifer  £2 :  4 :  0  —  a  Drummer  £2  :  4  :  0  —  & 
Each  private  £2 :  0  :  0.  And  each  non-Commission  officer  &  soul- 
diers  to  be  paid  One  Dollar  for  the  use  of  a  Blanket  to  be  found 
by  himself.  And  that  they  be  Enlisted  to  serve  until  the  Last 
Ehiy  of  Decern''  next  unless  Dismist  sooner  by  order  of  Congress 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  under  whose  Direction  they  are  to 
be,  and  Each  man  to  Provide  himself  a  good  Firelock. 


Auff''  29'". 


Voted,  That  Maj'"  Hubbard,  Ben"  Giles  Esq^  &  Tho^  Sparhawk 
Esq'  be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  Rank  of  Timothy  Beedel  Esq'' 
as  Commander  of  the  Companys  of  Rangers  raised  in  this  Colony, 
(one  of  which  he  now  commands  as  Captain)  and  also  fill  up  his 
Commission,  and  make  report  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

fp.  104.]  Voted  That  in  case  General  Schuyler  shall  make  re- 
quisition of  more  Troops  from  this  Colony,  that  if  the  Congress 
should  not   be  then   sitting,  The    Committee    of  Safety   be   and 
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hereby  are  Impowered  hereby  to  raise  and  Equip  such  Forces  & 
give  orders  for  marching  them  in  the  recess  of  the  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Col"  William  Whipple,  Col°  David  Oilman,  Maj' 
Joseph  Welch,  Maj"'  Samuel  Hobart  &  Tho'  Sparhawk  Esq""  be  a 
Committee  to  Form  and  bring  in  a  vote  for  Perfecting  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Militia  in  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Ranging  Companys  be  allow'd  Billeting  at  the 
rate  of  nine  pence  per  day  for  the  time  they  shall  be  on  Duty  in 
marching  to  Coos,  when  they  are  Embodied  there,  and  each  officer 
and  soldier  who  had  not  received  a  Months  pay,  to  be  paid  it 
there,  And  that  Israel  Morey  Esq'  be  appointed  Paymaster,  who 
is  directed  to  return  a  Proper  Roll  of  such  Payment  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

Voted  That  Col"  Beedle's  Company  of  Rangers  be  made  up  to 
the  number  of  sixty  six  men  Including  Officers  and  that  he  forth- 
with Enlist  and  Enroll  them. 

Voted,  That  the  Blanks  for  Commissions  for  the  Military  officers 
of  this  Colony  be  forthwith  Printed. 

Voted,  That  the  field  officers  of  each  Regiment  in  this  Colony 
recommend  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  a  Proper  Person  to  be 
Adjutant  or  Quarter  master  for  their  respective  Regiments,  to  be 
commissioned  by  said  Committee  of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  there  be  a  Surgeon  appointed  to  Col°  Beedle's 
Brigade  of  Rangers. 


[p.  105.]  August  30*,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  return  of  the  Committee  chosen  to  prepare  a 
vote  to  Perfect  the  regulation  of  the  Militia  in  this  Colony,  be 
received  &  Established  —  which  Regulation  is  as  follows,  viz: 

1''  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  Regiment  in  this 
Colony  give  Notice  to  each  Town  in  his  regiment  for  all  the 
Training  soldiers  to  meet  at  the  most  publick  &  convenient  place 
in  said  Town,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  their  officers  agreeable 
to  the  Directions  of  the  Ctjutinental  Congress,  giving  them  Eight 
days  Notice,  and  that  one  or  more  of  the  Field  officers  attend  said 
Meeting,  and  see  the  matter  Fairly  conducted,  and  then  give  out 
the  Commissions  to  the  several  officers  that  shall  be  fairly^Elected 
by  said  soldiers,  and  that  each  Conmiission  so  given  out  be  Pub- 
lished by  said  Field  officer  or  officers  so  attending  as  soon  as  may 
be  atler  the  choice  as  aforesaid. 

'y-  That  each  Town  in  this  Colony  containing  a  sufficient  Num- 
ber of  Training  soldiers  to  make  two  or  more  Companys,  agreeable 
to  the  Recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress,  Be  accor- 
dingly divided  by  a  Division  Line  to  be  Drawn  between  them  by 
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the  Selectmen  &  Committees  of  such  Towns,  or  the  major  part 
of  them. 

3*  That  the  officers  &  soldiers  in  the  Militia  be  governed  by  a 
Law  of  this  Colony  formerly  made  for  the  Regulation  of  the 
Militia  (Excepting  that  clause  that  relates  to  calling  the  Companys 
together)  and  that  the  Captains  of  the  respective  Companys  of 
Militia  in  this  Colony  call  their  respective  Companys  together  at 
least  once  a  month  when  the  season  will  admit  of  it,  in  order  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  use  &  Exercise  of  Fire  Anns  accor- 
ding to  Exercise  Published  &  Printed  in  the  year  1764. 

4"^  That  Regimental  Musters  shall  be  made  once  in  every  year 
at  such  Time  or  Times  as  the  General  Officer  shall  appoint. 

Voted,  That  the  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  in  this  Colony  have 
a  Copy  of  the  above  vote,  in  order  to  settle  their  respective  Regi- 
ments as  soon  as  may  be. 

[p.  106.]  Voted,  That  Col"  .Jonathan  Chase  be  appointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Col"  Gilbert,  Elisha 
Paine  Esq''  be  his  Lieut.  Colonel,  Israel  Curtis  Esq''  his  first  M:ijor 
&  Francis  Smith  Esq''  his  second  Major. 

Voted  That  William  Whipple,  John  Dudley,  .Nicholas  Gilman, 
Ebenezer  Thompson,  Stephen  Evans,  Samuel  Hobart,  Wyseman 
Clagett,  Benjamin  Giles  and  Jonathan  Child  Esq''^  be  a  Committee 
to  Proportion  the  Representation  of  the  several  Towns  &  places 
in  this  Colony,  in  any  future  Congress  or  Convention,  and  lay  the 
Plan  thereof  before  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress  be  paid  seven  shil- 
lings per  day  for  his  services  as  Secretary,  out  of  the  Publick 
Treasury  by  the  receiver  General. 

Voted,  That  there  be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  out  of  the 
Publick  Treasury  to  Capt.  John  Langdon  one  of  the  Delegates  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  L  M-^ 
to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Voted,  That  the  Company  of  Militia  in  Conway  Remain  Inde- 
pendent untill  further  orders  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  several  members  of  the  Two  last  houses  of 
Representatives  of  this  Colony  be  paid  for  each  days  attendance 
in  General  Court  before  this  time  five  shillings  per  day  out  of  the 
Publick  Treasury  by  the  receiver  General  (The  number  of  Days 
to  be  certified  by  their  respective  clerks)  and  that  the  same  be 
added  to  the  Tax  of  their  respective  constituents  in  the  next  Tax 
Bill,  And  that  they  be  paid  for  travel  as  usual  out  of  the  Treasury 
(to  be  certified  as  aforesaid)  and  that  the  respective  Clerks  have 
five  shillings  per  day  out  of  the  Publick  Trensury  for  their  respec- 
tive services  as  Clerk  to  be  certified  as  aforesaiil. 

[p.  107.]  Voted,  That  Ichabod  Rawlings  E.sq^  &  Mr.  Thnothy 
Walker  Jun''  be  a  Committee  fully  Impowered  to  repair  to  the 
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Army  and  there  strictly  Examin  into  the  Losses  sustained  by 
every  officer  &  soldier  of  the  Troops  raised  by  this  Coloiry  for 
the  tlnited  Service,  —  In  cloathing,  Fire  arms  &c.  tliat  was  their 
own  property  or  that  they  were  accountable  tor,  At  the  Battle  at 
Charlestown — ^  and  Estimate  what  they  think  is  the  true  Loss 
sustained  by  each  Individual  and  that  they  then  actpiaint  them- 
selves with  what  value  each  Individual  has  received  towards  his 
Loss,  and  then  to  jiay  each  &  every  person  in  money,  what  they 
tind  due  to  make  up  his  Loss  —  And  that  they  apply  to  the  Cap- 
tain General,  Commissary  General  or  such  other  persons  as  they 
think  can  inform  them,  to  know  if  our  Engagement  to  give  each 
soldier  a  Coat,  will  be  performed  by  order  of  the  L^nited  Colo- 
nies —  and  also  to  provide  a  Blanket  for  each  soldier  who  has  not 
receiv'd  one,  and  to  pay  for  them  already  procured  —  and  to 
Notify  the  officers  to  Transmit  by  them  all  accounts  they  have 
against  the  Colony,  and  that  they  also  pay  a  Months  wages  to 
each  soldier  enlisted  in  the  Continental  service  who  was  retum'd 
bv  our  Pavmaster  General,  not  Paid. 
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LOSSES   AT   BUNKER  HILL. 


A  List  of  the  Losses  Sustained  hj  the  New  ITanipshire  Forces 
at  Bunker  Hxll^  June,  1775,  as  paid  by  Timo.  Walker,  jun. 

[XoTE. —  The  following  list  is  found  in  a  MS.  volume  in  the  Secretary's 
Office,  labeled  "Province  and  Revolutionary  Papers,"  p.  63.  In  the  same 
volume,  also,  are  found,  without  order  of  arrangement,  the  particular  articles 
lost  by  the  several  officers  and  soldiers,  as  enumerated  in  the  respective 
companies  which  follow. — Ed.] 

Colo.  Starts  Regiment. 

No.   1.  Capt.  Dearboras  Company  £28 :     5 :  2 

2.  Capt.  D.  Moore's  Company  45 :     0 :  0 

3.  Capt.  Abbot's  Do. 

4.  Capt.  G.  Hiitchins '          Do.  4 :  16 :  6 

5.  Capt.  Kinsman's  Do.  12 :     6 :  0 

6.  Capt.  Woodbury's  Do.  23 :     1 :  6 

7.  Capt.  Richard's  Do.  19  :     1  :  10  l-'Z 

8.  Capt.  McGlausings  (1)    Do.  25  :     3  :  6 

9.  Capt.  J.  Hale's  Do.  10  :  16  :  0 


(Jolo.  Reid''s  Regiment. 

10.  Capt.  Hez'  Hutchins      Comp?  £43  :  19  :  10 

11.  Capt.  Hind's  Do.  31 :     8  :     6 

12.  Capt.  Spalding's  Do.  76 :     4 :     6 

13.  Capt.  Towns's  Do.  31:16:     2 

14.  Capt.  Wbitcomb's  Do.  71  :  14 :     0 

15.  Capt.  Walker's  Do.  49 :     4 :     2 

16.  Capt.  Thomas's  Do.  29 :     8  :     2 

17.  Capt.  Mann's  Do.  35 :     9 :     8 

18.  Capt.  Crosby's  Do.  17:18:     7 
(17)  Joseph  Blood  in  Capt.  \  4  •  17  •  10 

Mann's  Comp^  killed,  his  loss  ) 

19.  Doctor  Barker's  loss  5:0:0 

20.  Thorn^  Collins's  loss  6:11:     6 

21.  Jon''  Harris's  loss  2  :  13  :     4 

22.  Paul  Clogstone's  loss  1 :  13  :     0 

23.  Jon"  Grey's  loss  2:0:0 

24.  George  Shannon's  loss  6 :     2  :     0 

25.  William  Mitchel's  loss  7  :     3:0 

26.  Asa  Cram's  loss  2 :     8  :     0 


£594 :     2 :     9  1-2 


1(1)  McLaughlin'i?.— Ed 
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Estimate  of  the  Losses  sustained  by  Capt.  Henry  Dearborn! a 
Corhpa.  in,  Colo.  Stark's  Regmt.  of  JV.  Ilampr  Troops  at 
Bunker  Hill,  June,  1775. 

[Note.  The  estimate  of  losses,  &c.,  which  here  follows,  is  copied  from  MS, 
State  Papers,  Vol.  I,  pp.  269-285,  but  the  particular  articles  lost,  as  specified, 
are  copied  from  "Province  &  Revolutionary  Papers,"  in  Secy"  office,  and  are 
so  intermixed  with  other  matters,  as  not  to  admit  of  exact  paging.  —  Ed.} 

Joseph  Jackson  £0:  12           David  Mudgett  1:  19 

Josiah  Moody  5            Jam*  Garland  18 

Nicholas  Erown  3                  Nath' Batchelder  14:    6- 

Jacob  Morrill  1:  6    Jam"  Beverly  14:    6 

Robert  Morrison  14 :  6    Benj"  Berry  2 :    6 

Marie  Whidden  3:18:  6    John  Harvey  4:    8 

John  Runnells  3                  Andrew  McGaffey  2:    9:    6 

John  Nealy  1 :  12            Theo  Case  '         2 

Joshua  Wells  12           John  Bickford  1 :  19 

Clement  Moody  2:  6    Weymouth  Wallace  2:     6 

Andrew  Bickford  1:18           Neal  McGatley  2:    5 

Samuel  Sias  12           And*  Nealy  12 

Jon^  Dow  12                                                        

Peter  Severance  2:  6  £32:11:    2- 

Mathias  French  1:  12:  6 

In  Capt.  Dearborn's  Com'y. 

Mark  Wludden        (lost)  1  gun £3 :    0:0 

.James  Roannels          "  1   Do 3:     0:  0 

David  Mudget             "  IDo 1:19:0 

Andrew  McGaffey     "  1  Do 2 :    8:0 

,Juo.  Bickford             "  IDo 1:19:0 

Neal  McGaffey           "  1  Do 2 :    5:0 

€14:  11 


Capt. 

Daniel  Moore's  Compa.  (1)  viz. 

• 

Cap'  Daniel  Moore 

£2 

Paul  Blake 

4: 

10 

Oliver  Lyford 

2:    2 

Ezekiel  Gilman 

13: 

6- 

Thomas  Tole 

2:    4 

Job  Sherburne 

1: 

4 

Moses  Roberts 

1:  19 

Insley  Brown 

15 

John  Tiling 

12 

Winthrop  Kenniston 

18 

Moses  Calsey 

2:  16 

Tho^  Stickney 

1: 

19: 

6- 

Nath'  Moulton 

2:    8 

Enos  Runnels 

1: 

17: 

6 

Moses  ^[cConnell 

1: 

6 

Josiah  Gordon 

12 

Tho«  Holt 

2: 

8 

William  Towle 

2: 

6 

John  Buswell 

19: 

6 

Josiah  Allen 

2: 

2 

Samuel  Wells 

2:    8 

Jacob  Sinkler 

8: 

6 

Noah  DoUotf 

1:  17: 

6 

Nathan  Batchelder 

6 

WiUiam  Tole 

1:  18: 

6 

Benja  Norris 

2: 

2 

John  McCuUam 

4: 

8 

Jam"  Roi)inson 

4: 

16 

Nathan  Holt 
Jeremiah  Homan 

3:  12 

4: 

8 

Christ"  Bartlett 

4 

Moses  Merrill 

1:  16 

£53: 

12: 

6 

Jas  Quimby 

2:    8 

L'  Hutchens      1 
Henry  Glover   p^ror. 

(l)Capt.  Dan'l  Moore  lost  1  gun,  Xath'l  Moulton  1  do,  Nathan  Holt  1  do,  Paul  Blake  1 
do.  Enslow  Brown,  1  pistol,  Josiah  Allen,  1  gun,  Jacob  Sinclair,  1  do.  Benj.  Norris,  1  do- 
James  Robinson,  1  do. 
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Capt.  Joshua  Ahhott^s  Compa.  viz. 


William  Mitchell 
Abiel  Chandler 


Wm.  Mitchell  lost  1  gun,  Abiel  Chandler- 
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£7:  3 
5:  2 

£12:  5 


Capt. 


Daniel  Livermore 
William  Beard 
Prat  Chase 
Alexander  Patterson 


Gordon 

£3 

4 

5: 

3 


Hutchins'  Compa. 
Benj*  Baker 

6 


George  Shannon 


£10:  18:    6 


Daniel  Livermore  lost  1  gun,  George  Shannon  1  do. 


Capt.  Aaron  KinsmavUs  Compa. 


Aaron  Kinsmans 
Nathi  Fox    • 
Abraham  Kimball 
John  Folsom 
Thomas  Frohawk 
Alexander  Smith 
William  Willey 
James  Aiken  £3 
John  Shirley  48s 


£3 
15 
2:  8 
1:  16 
1:  18 
1:  19 

•  2:  8 
1:  16 
2:    8 


Francis  Knight 
Samuel  Peas 
Stephen  Dudley 
Eben''  Bean 
John  Manual 
Alexander  Shirley 
James  Aiken 


1:     1 

12 

3 

12 

7:  10: 

2:  11 

1:    4 


£32: 


Abraham  Kimball,  lost  1  gun,  Jno.  Manuel,  1  do.  Jan'y  30,  1776,  Rec'd  of  Timo.  Wal- 
ker jr.  Seven  Pounds  Ten  shillings  &  8rf  L  my.  in  full  for  my  Son  John's  loss  at  Bunker 
Hill  last  June,  a'so  six  dollars  in  full  for  a  coat  &  Blanket  promised  by  the  Colony  of  New 
Hampshire.  .  • 

Antony  Manual. 
N.  B.  Said  Manual  was  in 

Capt.  Kinsman's  comp'y  Col.  Starks 

Reg't. 

This  may  CartLfy  that  Alexander  and  John  Sharlery  was  in  my  company  in  Bunker  HU^ 
fight  and  Alexander  Sharley  lost  a  cot  and  knapsack  to  the  valey  of  2 :  11 :  0  and  John 
Sharley  lost  a  cot  and  a  jacket  to  the  valey  of  2:  8:  0. 

This  is  a  thrue  account  as  they  to  told  me  sown  after  the  fight. 

Aaron  Kinsman. 
June  the  10th  1776. 


Capt.  Elisha  Woodbury's  Compa. 


12 


Thomas  Collins  10.10 


6:  11:    6 


Capt.  Elisha  Woodbury 
Bryan  Roak 
Jonathan  Morgan 
James  Hardy 
John  Simpson 
Eph"'  Kelley 
Jessey  Watts 
Moses  Poor 

Losses  in   Capt.  Woodbury's  comp'y  Jno.  Simpson,  1   gun ;   Ephraim  Kelly,  1  do.  & 
bayonet;  Moses  Poor,  1  do.,  Thos.  Collins  1  do.,  Seth  Cutter  I  do. 

NOTE. 

[The  losses  of  guns  in  other  companies  are  included  in  the  more  specific 
account  of  losses,  which  follow:  See  Rev^.  Pap.  in  Secy*"  office,  pp.  119, 
120.— Ed.  1 


12 

Nathan  Whiting 

1: 

12 

12 

Lemuel  Rowell  • 

1: 

9 

12 

Solomon  Cole 

1 

2: 

2 

Seth  Cutter 

2: 

2 

4: 

7 
18 

Thomas  Collins 

3: 

18: 

6 

7: 

15:    1 

3 

£34: 

3: 

6 
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Capt.  Samuel  RicharcVs  Compa. 

William  Kemp  £    3  James  Carr                           3 

Reubea  Kemp  2:  14  Joseph  Roberson           2 

Andrew  Newell  2:    8  Caleb  Dalton                   8:    7:10  1-2 

Obed  McLane  3                                                              

Plumer  Wheeler  3                                                      £19:     1:10  1-2 

Timothy  Hutchinson  3 

Loss  in  Capt.  Samuel  Richards  oomp'y;  Caleb  Dalton  1  gun.  The  acomp't  of  the  lo»» 
sustained  in  Capt.  Samuel  Richard's  Company  in  Col.  Starks  Regiment  on  Bunker  Hill, 
June  the  17th  1775.:  Sarg't  William  Kemp  1  Napsack;  Reuben  Kemp,  1  coat;  Amlrew 
Newell,  1  coat;  Obed  McLane  1  coat;  Plumer  Wheeler  1  Napsack;  Timothy  Hutchinson  1 
Napsack;  Corp'l  James  Karr,  1  Napsack;  Joseph  Roberson,  1  coat  =  (£10:  14.) 

177.5,  Oct'r  16,  Rec'd  of  Timo.  Walker  jr.  Ten  Pounds  fourteen  shillings  for  the  within 
mentioned  losses,  which  I  promise  to  deliver  to  the  witliin  mentione<i  men  on  demand. 

Jesse  Habriuajt. 


Capt.  Thomas  McLaug hull's  Gompa. 

Hugh  Campbell  £    6  John  Hunter  2 :    8 

Abraham  Johnson                       18  Major  Moore  3:    2 

Samuel  Smith  2:5  L'.  Hutchens  4 

Edward  Bigsby                             12  Henry  Glover  7:17 
John  McNeal                                  3:    8    John  Aiild  (error) 

James  McCalley  1:16  Samuel  Milliken  4:    3 

John  Cyphers  2:    8  

JohnPattin  3  £32:  18:    8 

Loss  in  Capt.  McLaughlin's  Co.  Samuel  Smith,  1  gun ;  Jno.  Cypher  1  do.,  Jno.  Patten, 
1  do.,  Lieut.  Hutehins,  1  do.  Henry  Glover,  1  do. 

Due  to  John  Alld  24«  for  a  coat  of  uniform ;  to  John  McMurphy,  do.,  to  Sam'l  Mllllcan 
for  loss  sustained  in  Battle  on  Bunker  Hill,  viz.  1  great  coat,  1  body  coal,  1  knapsack,  1 
handkerchief  =  (£4:  3.  L.  M.) 

N.  B.  The  above  men  belongs  to  Capt.  McLaughlin's  Comp'y  Col.  Starks  Reg't. 


Capt.  John  Hale!s  Compa. 

Capt.  Baldwin  (killed)  £3  William  Taylor  3 

Samuel  Hildreth                     1  John  Putney  3 

Thomas  Eastman                    1 :  16  L'.  Hoit  3 

Isaac  Gates                              2  Capt.  Hale  3 

Thomas  Hills  2 :    2  Sam'  Bradford  1 :  16 

Clifford  Chasey  1:  16 


Moses  Trussell  2:    2  £16:    4 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill  October  17th  1775.  An  acomp't  of  the  things  lost  In  Capt.  John 
Hales  comp.iny  on  Bunker  Hill  on  the  17th  day  of  June  last,  1775,  Cai)t.  Baldwin  one  coate ; 
Sam'l  Hildreth  1  coat:  Thomas  Eastman  one  coat,  Rec'd  a  coat;  Isaac  Gates  1  coat; 
Thomaa  Hill,  1  coat;  Claford  Chasey  1  coat,  Rec'd  a  coat;  Moses  Trusel  1  coat  &  jacket; 
Wm.  Taylor  1  Napsack ;  John  Putney  1  Napsack ;  Lt.  Hoit  1  Napsack ;  Capt.  Hale  1  Nap- 
sack =  (£10:  16:  0.) 

1775,  Oct.  17.  Eec'd  of  Timo.  W»lker  jr.  Ten  pounds  sLxteen  shillings  L.  M.  which  I 
promise  to  dejiver  on  demand. 

JoHX  Halb,  Capt. 


Capt.  Hezekiah  Hutching" s  Compa.  —  Col.  Reed's  Regiment. 

Amos  Emerson  £2    2:             Samuel  Healey  3:12:    6 

Samuel  Heath  3                    Moses  Kimball  3:11:     1 

William  Gross  15           Simon  Merrill  2:    9:    8 

Simon  Norton  2:    7:    9    John  Lane  3:    5:  li 

William  Severance  6:11    John  Lane  3""^  2:15:    8 
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James  Goss- 

18 

Joseph  Spiller 

1: 

9: 

3 

Noah  Buswell 

18 

John  Vamum 

5: 

1 

John  Tuck 

3: 

9: 

8 

Parker  Hills 

5: 

3: 

2 

Levi  Hildreth 

1: 

17: 

7 

Benj''  Couch 

1: 

18: 

11 

Gilbert  Bond 

2: 

12 

Nath'  Leavitt 

4: 

9 

John  Morrison 

3: 

14 

Samuel  Morrill 

4: 

19 

Amos  Knowles 

1: 

12 

Moses  Quimby 

3: 

19 

John  Clifford 

2: 

4 

Isaac  Frye 

2: 

15 

Tho^  Wadley 

18: 

3 

Stephen  Peabody 

8 

Jer«  Foster 

6 

Ebenezer  Wells  . 

7 

Moses  Webster 

2: 

1 

John  Griffin 

1: 

7 

Peter  Severance 

10 

^^^* 

Thomas  Willson 

1: 

6 

£79: 

0: 

5 

Levi  Mills 

11: 

1 

A  Return  of  the  packs  &  Bagag  lost  by  the  Solders  to  Capt.  Hezekiah  Hutchins  Com- 

Eany,  lost  in  the  Battle  of  the  17tn  Day  of  June,  1775.  Sargent  James  Goss  1  great  coat ; 
argent  John  Lane  1  coat,  1  Blanket,  2  shirts,  1  pr  Trousers,  2  prs  stockens,  1  lb  rope,  nap- 
sack  and  catterage  Box :  Corp'l  John  Tuck  1  Blankett,  1  coat,  1  shirt.  2  pr  stockens.  1  pr 
Trousers.  1  jacket,  1  knapsack,  with  sundry  articles.  WU'm  Harraman  1  coat,  1  Tin  Quart. 
Benj'n  Couch,  1  Blanket,  1  coat.  1  shirt,  2  pr.  Stockens.  1  pr.  Trousers,  I  Tin  poynt,  1  knap- 
sack with  rope.  Levi  Hildreth  1  coat,  1  Blanket,  1  pr  stockens,  1  pr  Trousers,  1  pr  Breeches, 
1  shirt,  1  pack.  1-2  lb  rope.  John  Clifford  1  coat.  1  Blanket,  1  shirte,  1  pr.  Trousers, 
1  pr.  stockens.  1  pack.  Sam'l  Heath  1  pr  Breeches.  1  shirte,  1  coat,  1  Blanket,  1  pr 
Stockens.  Moses  "Webster  1  coat,  1  Blanket,  1  shirte.  1  pr  Trousers,  1  pr  Stockens,  1  Tin 
poynt.  Thomas  Wilson  1  coat.  1  pr  Breeches,  1  Blanket,  1  shirt,  1  pr  stockens.  1  pr  shoes, 
1-2  lb  rope,  1  Tin  poynt,  1  knapsack.  Gilbert  Bond  1  Blanket.  1  pr  Breeches.  1  shirt,  1 
jacket,  1  pr  stockens,  1  coat,  1  knapsack.  Simon  Norton  1  coat.  1  jacket,  1  shirt,  1  pr  stock- 
ens, 1  blanket,  1  pr  shoes,  1  knapsack  with  snndrys.  John  Lane  3d  1  coat,  1  shirt,  1  pr 
stockens,  1  pr  Breeches.  Thomas  Waddly  1  shirt.  1  pr  stockens.  1  knapsack,  1-2  lb  rope. 
Amos  Knowls  1  coat,  1  Blanket,  1  shirt,"  1  pr  stockens,  1  knapsack.  Ebenezer  Wells  1  pr 
shoes.  Sam'l  Healy  1  coat  &  jacket,  1  pr  Breeches.  2  pr  stockens,  2  shirts,  1  Blanket,  1 
pack,  1  pr  Trousers.  Simon  Merrill  1  gun,  1-2  lb  rope.  1  Tin  poynt.  Wm.  Severance  1  pr 
shoes,  1  pr  stockens,  3-4  rope.  Peter  Severance.  Josiah  Morss  1  blanket.  Moses  Kimball 
l!coat.  1  pr  Breeches,  2  shirts,  1  pr  Trousers,  1  pr  stockens.  1  Blanket.  1  knapsack.  Wm. 
Gross  1  Blanket,  1  shirte,  1  pr  stockens.  Sam'l  Morrill  1  blanket,  2  jackets,  1  shirte,  2  pr 
trousers,  1  pr  stockens,  1  pack,  1  gun.  Thomas  Wadley  1  shirt.  1  pr  trousers.  1  pr  stockens, 
knapsack.  1  lb  rope.  Nath'l  Levite  1  gun.  1  knapsack,  1  shirt,  1  blanket,  1  coat.  1  pr 
Breeches.  1  pr  stockens.  John  Varnum  1  blanket,  gun.  shirt,  coat,  pack.  Moses  Quimby 
1  gun,  1  blanket,  1  shirt,  coat,  pack.    Stephen  Peabody  1  blanket,  1  shirt. 


Capt.  Jacob  Hindis  Compa.  —  Col.  Heed's  Regiment, 


Richard  Coughlan 

£1: 

2 

Jacob  Davis 

2 

John  Cole 

13: 

6 

Samuel  White 

3: 

4 

David  Stoddard 

2: 

14 

John  White 

12 

Elisha  Balding 

1: 

12: 

6 

Elijah  Elmer 

2: 

17: 

6 

Elijah  Taylor 

2: 

5: 

6 

Nathi  PettinglU 

4: 

19: 

6 

Eben''  Charaberlin 

•       1: 

4: 

6 

Eleazer  Robins 

1: 

13 

Jonathan  Wright 

3: 

3 

Ephraim  Stone 

2: 

5: 

6 

Nahum  Goodenough 

1: 

16 

Reuben  Tarbell 

10 

Oliver  Johnson 

1: 

6: 

6 

Ens"  Geo.  Aldrich 

16 

Jonathan  Barrett 

2: 

7: 

2 

Silas  Tamworth 

2: 

2 

Luther  Winslow 

2: 

19 

Ezra  Evans 

1: 

13: 

6 

Samuel  Robins 

2: 

14 

Capt.  Jacob  Hinds 

6: 

6: 

4 

Israel  Thomas 

2: 

12 

Lewis  Achor 

1: 

10 

Samuel  How 

1: 

14 

Ephraim  Leonard 

3: 

2 

Josiah  Powers 

1: 

12: 

6 

John  Davis 

8: 

12: 

2 

John  McMichel 

1: 

10 

William  Farwell 

3: 

2: 

10 

David  Darby 

2: 

6 

Hinds  Reed 

6: 

8 

David  Robins 

16 

Daniel  Carlisle 

8 

James  Simonds 
Lemuel  Wentworth 

1: 
5: 

18: 
4 

6 

£85: 

11: 

10 
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An  acnunt  of  the  things  that  wa8  lost  In  Capt.  Jacob  Hinds  company  In  Col.  James 
Read's  Ridgment  lost  in  the  Field  of  Batel  on  the  17th  Day  of  June  at  Charledtown  1775. 
Capt.  Jacob  Hinds,  blanket,  .3  shirts,  trouses,  stockings;  i^rg't  Richard  Coclilan,  shirt, 
shoes,  gun;  Serg't  Ezekiel  Davis  1  blanket;  SerJ.  William  Farwell  1  blanket,  2  shirts.  1  pr 
irouses,  3  pr  stockings;  Corp.  Samuel  ^V^lite,  blanket,  shurt^,  trouses,  stockings,  shooes. 
Corp.  Nath'I  Petingef,  blanket,  shurts,  trouses,  8tcK;king8,  nhooes.  Job  Britnn,  buckelg, 
shoes,  handkerchief.  Luther  Windslow,  blanket,  1  shiit,  1  pr  trouses  Silas  Fanisworth, 
blanket,  shirt,  pr.  trouses,  2  pr  stoi^kings,  shooes.  Ira  Ev:ins  I  pr  Htockings.  Israel  Thom- 
as, shurt,  trouses,  shooes.  John  White  I  sliurt,  1  pr  shooes.  Jonathan  Wright,  stockings. 
David  Darby,  1  blanket,  3  shirts,  1  pr  stockings,  shoes.  Lemuel  Wintworth,  shirt,  1  gun?— 
John  McMitchell  1  Pocket  book.  David  Roltens,  shirts,  trousers,  2  pr  stockings,  cape. 
Samuel  Robens,  shirts,  trousers,  stockings.  Elezur  Robens  I  handkerchief.  Klijah  Elmer, 
blanket,  shirt,  trousers,  stockings,  handkerchief.  Elijah  Taylor,  shirt,  trousers,  stockings. 
Nahiun  Goodenow,  1  drum.  James  Symonds  1  shirt,  trousers.  Oliver  Johnson  1  shirt,  one 
pr.  stockings.  Ebenezer  Chamberlin,  blanket,  stockings,  shoes,  razor;  Jonathan  Barret, 
coat,  ^sliirt,  blanket,  2  pr  shoes,  sack,  tumplines(l),  !<to<-kings,  trousers;  Elisha  Balding, 
coat,  shurt.  shoes,  sack  &  sundry  articles;  Daniel  Carlile,  shoes,  st4>ckings;  Lewis  Acres, 
1  gun,  1  pr  shoes,  1  pr  stockings ;  Ephraim  Stone,  1  line  shirt,  1  blanket,  I  pr  shoes,  1  tow 
shirt,  1  pr  stockings ;  Ruben  Tarble,  shirt,  shoes. 

Jacob  Hnros,  Capt. 

A  list  of  Packs  and  Clothing  lost  in  Capt.  HinJa  Company  in  the  Lait  tight  June  17 
J775. 


Blankets 

14 

Jackets            1 

Napsacks 

20 

Guns                3 

coats 

19 

Pistols              1 

shirts 

29 

Drum                1 

stockings 

27  pair 

Sa<ldle8            2 

Breeches 

27  pair 

Bri(Ue               1 

Shoes 

9  pair 

Underbed         I 

lug's  Co 

Jac 

OB  HixDS,  Capt 
Regiment. 

• 

Capt.  Levi  Spald' 

mp 

1. —  Colo.  Reed's 

Capt.  Spaulding 

£1:  12: 

11 

David  Carleton 

£1: 

10 

Lt.  Bradford 

1:  12: 

7 

Phineas  Hardy 

1: 

12 

Ens'n  Butfee 

1:    4: 

8 

Joseph  Ellinccwood 

3: 

19: 

8 

Serj't  Ley 

3: 

Samuel  Lowell 

1: 

17: 

3 

do.    Hutchinson 

16 

Samuel  Leeman 

2: 

13: 

4 

do.    Merrill 

4:  17 

Isaac  Carkin 

1: 

15: 

2 

do.    Bayley 

15 

Ezra  Dutton 

1: 

8: 

8 

€orp'l  Dyke 

1:    3: 

5 

Eph™  Rolf 

3: 

9: 

4 

do.    Hutchinson 

4:    4 

Eph">  Smith 

11: 

4 

do.    Walker 

12 

Samuel  Stiles 

13: 

7 

do.   Campbell 

2:    9: 

3 

Richard  Hews 

3: 

8: 

8 

Joshua  Chace 

2:  12 

William  Brown 

4: 

10 

John  Johnson 

12 

William  Tuck 

1: 

12: 

11 

Edward  Bevens 

2:  15: 

5 

And*  Bayley 

2: 

6: 

8 

John  Osgood 

4:  12: 

8 

Isaac  Cowan 

1: 

8: 

4 

Andrew  Thompson 

2:    8: 

4 

Robt  Brasd  Wilkins 

1: 

16 

David  Glover 

1:  18 

Jacob  Welman 

2: 

2 

Robert  Glover 

1:  11: 

4 

Eph'"  How 

1: 

5: 

1 

Samuel  Currier 

4:  13: 

10 

Samuel  McMaater 

3: 

4 

Thomas  Hardy 

2:    6: 

8 

Jacob  Dutton 

12 

Benja.  Starnes 

1:  14 

Jam'  Phillips 

12 

Isaac  Starnes 

2:  16 

Jesse  Lunn 

1: 

18 

Nath'I  Batchelder 

2:  13: 

4 

Jam*  Pemberton 

7 

Jam's  Campbell 
Timothy  Mclntire 

1  •  12' 

s 

1:    3: 

7 

£42 

13: 

11 

A  Return  of  clothing  and  other  things  lost  in  the  fight  of  the  17th  of  June,  1775,  Belong- 
ing to  Capt.  Spaldings  company. 

Capt.  Spalding,  one  shurt,  2  pair  stockings,  1  Briches;  Lieut.  Bradford.  1  Blanket,  1 
flhurt;  Ens.  Buffe,  2  shurts,  1  jackett,  2  pr  stockings;  Serjant  Lee,  1  Blanket,  I  coat,  1 
Jacett,  stoklns  <&  shoes;  Serj.  Hutchins,  1  blankett,  <S;c. ;  Serj.  Merril,  1  coat,  1  blanket,  bed- 
tiking shurt;  Serj.  Bayley,  Catridge  Box,  1  shurt,  a  snapsack;  Corporal  Pike,  1  Blanket,  1 
ahurt,  2  pair  stokins,  1  pr  shoes;  I>o.  Hutchinson,  1  blanket,  1  coat,  1  jacett,  2  shurts,  Ac; 
Do.  Walker,  1  blankett;  Do.  Campbell,  1  blanket,  1  coat,  2  shurts,  1  pair  stokens;  Joshua 


(1)  A  strap  placed  across  the  forehead  to  assist  a  man  In  carrying  a  pstck  on  his  back.— 
Web.  Diet. 
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• 
Chace,  1  blanket,  1  shurt,  1  pr  Briches,  stokers ;  John  Johnson,  t  shurt,  1  pair  stokens.  1 
pair  Briches;  Edward  Bavins.  1  blanket  1  shurt,  1  pair  stbkens;  John  Osgood,  1  Gun,  1 
coat,  1  Blanket,  2  pr  stokens.  2  shurts;  Andrew  Thompson,  1  coat,  1  Blaukett.  1  Hanker- 
cheJt";  David  Glover,  1  Blanket,  I  coat.  1  pr  Briches,  1  shurt,  1  pair  stokins;  Robert  Glover 
I  blanket,  2  shurts,  2  pr  stokens.  pr.  Briches;  Samuel  Currier.  1  gun,  1  blankett.  1  coat  & 
jacket  &  Briches;  Thomas  Harday,  1  blanket,  coat,  jacket,  stockins  &c. ;  Benja.  Stames, 
1  jacket,  2  shirts.  1  pr.  Briches;  Jona.  Stames,  1  gun,  1  coat,  2  shurts,  1  pr.  Briches,  1  pr, 
Trowsers;  Natha'l  Bacheldor,  1  blanket,  1  coat,  3  shirts,  1  pr  Briches;  James  Campbell,  2 
shirts,  briches,  stockens,  hand  kerchief;  Timothy  Mclntire,  1  Blanket,  1  shirt,  catregj 
David  Carlton,  i  coat.  1  Blanket,  1  stokens,  2  shirts;  Phineas  Hardy,  1  coat.  1  Blanket,  1 
shurt,  Briches;  Joseph  Elingwood,  1  coat,  2  Blankets,  1  shurt,  &c. ;  Samuel  Lowel,  2  shurts, 
1  jacket,  Catridge  Box;  Samuel  Leeman,  2  coats,  1  Blankett;  Isaac  Carkin,  2  shurts,  1 
Briches,  1  pair  Trowsers ;  Ezra  Dutton,  1  coat,  1  shurt,  Briches,  stokens,  &c. ;  Eaphraim 
Kolf,  1  gun,  1  Blankett,  1  shurt,  stockens;  Ephraim  Smith,  1  shurt,  1  snapsack,  stockings; 
Samuel  Stils,  1  shurt,  1  Trowsers,  Catridge  Box;  Richard  Hughes.  1  pair  Briches,  1  coat, 
stokens;  William  Brown,  2  coats,  1  Briches,  2  shurtn.  stokens;  William  Duck,  2  coats,  1 
shurt.  2  pair  stokens ;  Andrew  Baley,  1  coat,  1  shurt,  1  Trousers,  stokens ;  Isaac  Cowen,  1 
Blankett,  1  coat,  Trowsers;  Robert  Wilkins,  1  Blankett,  1  shurt,  Briches,  stokens,  shoos j 
Jacob  Wellman,  1  coat,  1  jacot,  1  shurt;  Ephraim  How,  1  gun  Briches  and  shurt. 

Capt.  Spaldwin's  Return. 

List  of  things  that  was  lost  at  the  Battel  belonging  to  Capt.  Spaulding's  Company. 


Guns 

5 

Briches 

14 

pare 

Blankets  17 

Stockens 

31 

pare 

Cotes 

25 

Trowsers 

7 

pare 

Jackets 

6 

Shoes 

6 

pare 

Shirts 

50 

Snapsacks 

20 

Levi 

£1; 

;    4 

2: 

4: 

4 

2: 

6 

7: 

6 

1: 

14 

3: 

7 

15: 

T 

4 

2: 

8 

1: 

6 

1: 

10 

19: 

2 

£37: 

10: 

1 

Levi  Spaulding,  Capt. 


Capt.  Ezra  Toions  Compa. —  Colo.  BeecTs  Regiment. 

Lt.  Josiah  Browa  £1 :  19           David  Eliott 

Ens°  John  Harkness  3 :  18           Thomas  Patterson 

Serjt  Benja  Williams  g;    2           Archibald  White 

Farrar  Miller  1 :  12 :  3    Stephen  Adams 

Isaac  Stanhope  12           Jeremiah  Prichard 

Timothy  Avery  2           David  Avery 

Samuel  Sloper  1                  Josiah  Walton 

Eben  Pratt  2 :    3 :  5     Benja  Cutter 

Josiah  Stone  3:    9:  4    Peletiah  Whittemore 

Levi  Adams  8           Samuel  Hutcheus 

Daniel  Severance  3 :    7 :  6    Peter  Brown 

Daniel  White  1 :  13           Silas  Gill 

Jonathan  Stevens  4 :  18 

Nath'  Carlton  11 

William  Scott  14 

A  R«tum  of  the  things  lost  in  Capt.  Ezra  Towne's  Company,  In  Col.  Reed's  Regiment  od 
the  seventeenth  of  June,  1775,  in  the  fight  at  Charleston. 

The  names  of  those  that  lost  things : 

Lieut  Josiah  Brown,  1  hat,  1  sword,  1  Malitia  Book,  one  Bottle ;  Ensign  John  Harkness, 
1  gr't  coat,  1  St  Bod'd  do.,  1  sword,  1  Ink-pot;  Benja.  Williams,  1  cutlass,  1  Razor,  1  Bottle, 
tobacco;  Farrow  Miller,  1  st.  Bod'd  coat,  1  shirt,  1  pair  hose.  1  Napsack;  Isaac  Stanhope, 
1  Blanket;  Timo.  Avery,  1  Cartridge  Box;  Sam'l  Soper,  1  gun;  Eben'r  Pratt,  1  St.  Bod'd 
coat,  1  blankett,  1  Napsack;  Josiah  Stone,  1  coat,  2  shirts,  2  pair  of  hose,  1  pr.  shoes,  1  han- 
kerchief,  1  razor,  Napsack ;  1  pair  Breeches,  1  pair  of  Trowsers ;  Levi  Adams,  1  pr.  of 
Trowsers;  Daniel  Severance,  1  g't  coat,  I  st.  Bod'd  Do,  1  pr.  of  Breeches,  1  pr.  trowsers, 
1  bayonet,  1  pr.  hose ;  1  shirt,  1  Napsack.  1  Tumpline,  1  hankerchief,  1  waistcoat,  1  shirt, 
1  Psalm  book,  1  pr.  spectacles.  1  gun  lock;  Daniel  White,  1  Blanket,  1  coat,  1  shirt,  1  pr. 
hose,  1  Napsack,  1  hankerc'f ;  Jonathan  Stevens,  1  st.  Bo<l'd  coat,  1  g't  coat,  1  pr.  Breeches, 
1  pr.  hose,  hat;  1  razor,  1  pr.  of  shoes,  1  Napsack,  1  Tiunpline;  Nath'l  Carlton,  1  pr  of 
shoes,  1  pr.  of  Buckles,  1  razor,  1  Book ;  Thos.  Pattison,  1  Blanket,  1  shirt,  1  gun,  1  pr. 
Trowsers,  i  coat;  Arch'l  White,  1  hankerchief,  3  Filled)  of  Firr  Balsome;  Stephen  Adams, 
1  bayonet,  1  razor;  David  Eliot,  1  gun;  Sam'l  Hutchins,  1  st.  bod'd  coat,  three  shirts;. 
Jeremy  Plchard,  1  st.  Bod'd  coat,  1  bayonet ;  David  Avery,  1  cartridge  box. 

Ezra  Towne,  Capt. 

(1)  Fia^s.'— Ed. 
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LOSSES   AT    BUNKER    HILL. 


o93 


A  List  of  Pac-ks  uud  clothint;  Lost  in  Cupt.  Ezra  Towns  uumpany  iu  the  late  ditUt,  Juue 
17,  1775. 


ni  alike  18 

•J 

Jacotes              -J 

Snap- sacks 

7 

(iuns                  4 

Coats 

14 

Trowses              4  pare 

Shurts 

;i 

Hancorchifs      4 

Stokens 

0 

pare 

Swonls               li 

Britches 

;) 

pare 

Cal^jso  bo.\          'J 

Showes 

I 

p;vre 

i.'heHt                    1 

zom 

6's 

EZKA  To 

Rt,/ 

.'aptiu. 

dipt.  Jonatlian   WhiU 

• 

Compa.  —  Colo.  ReetV.'i 

ime7ii. 

Ensign  Carter 

£3: 

18 

Silvanus  Reed 

5: 

11 

Josiiili  Hastings 

2: 

11 

Edward  Arnold 

3: 

16 

Elisha  Walton 

2: 

14 

Amos  Boynton 

1: 

10 

Jesse  Clieeut'y 

4: 

4 

Ama«a  Parker 

1: 

5 

Enoch  Cummings 

1: 

7 

John  Whitney 

10 

Moses  Tucker 

2: 

8 

Pearson  Newell 

2: 

8: 

Stephen  Bri^ham 

2: 

8 

Wlliam  Heaton 

6 

Abijah  Whitcomb 

.3: 

9 

Joshua  Ellis 

4: 

16:    8 

Josiah  Burton 

4: 

8 

John  Merrill 

3: 

6 

Charles  Johnson 

2: 

IS 

Asa  Gale 

2: 

9:    4 

Beuja.  Johnan 

3: 

6 

John  Harrington 

2: 

16 

Waitstill  Feild 

4 

Joshua  Farr 

9 

Moses  Tucker 

4 

Jonathan  Farr 

2 

Capt.  John  Whitcomb 

12: 

9: 

4 

Wm.  Toolman 

1: 

6 

Lt.  EUjah  Claya 

2: 

12 

Ezekiel  Chase 

2: 

12 

Eleazer  Jordan 

1:' 

7 

Joseph  Fassett 

2: 

•5 

HalloweU  MerriU 

3: 

2 

Andrew  Butler 

2: 

2 

Samuel  FoUett 
Eben'^  Parsons 

19 
9 

£90: 

2:    0 

An  accomit  of  the  things  that  was  lost  in  Capt.  Wliitcomb's  uompauy  in  Colo.  Reed's 
Regiment  on  the  I7th  ilay  of  June.  1775,  by  the  tight  that  was  between  the  Continental 
troops,  anil  Oenerai  Gage's  troops  on  Bunker  Hill,  at  Charlestown. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Whitcomb.  Great  coat,  St.  Bod'd  coat,  handkerchief,  sundries;  Kns. 
Stephen  Carter,  shirt,  bat;  Sarg't  William  Heaton.  shoes;  Sarg't  Amos  Boynton.  great 
coat,  stockens;  Sarg't  Josiah  Hastings,  St.  Bod'd  coat,  stcokens,  shirts,  pocket  book:  Sarg't 
811  Venus  Reed,  St.  Bod'd  coat,  jacket,  j^hoes,  stockens,  trousers,  handkerchief,  .short  Breeches, 
shirt;  Corp'l  Luther  Trowbridge,  stockens,  short  breeches;  Elisha  Walton,  stockens; 
Samuel  Follet,  shoes,  trou.sers,  shirt;  Stephen  Brigum.  St.  Bod'd  coat;  .To.  Karrendon.  st. 
Bod'd  coat,  stockens,  trousers,  shirt,  hat;  Moses  Tucker,  st.  Bod'd  coat,  trousers,  handker- 
chief; Asa  Gale,  st.  Bod.  coat,  stockens,  shirt;  .lohn  Merrill,  st.  Bod.. coat,  shoes,  stockens, 
short  breeches,  shirts,  sundries;  Kdward  Arnold,  ^eat  coat,  jacket,  cartridge  box,  JSic; 
Josh\iaFarr,  st.  Bod'd  coat,  hat,  t!tc;  llolowel  .Mernl,  great  coat,  stockens,  .short  breeches, 
shirt;  Eleazur  Gurdin,  stockens,  trousers,  short  breechi^s;  Jonathan  Farr.  hat,  &c ;  Charles 
MUlens,  st.  Bod'd  coat,  stockens;  Josiah  Burton,  cartridge  box  shot  to  pieces;  Charles 
Jonston,  great  coat,  shoes,  stockens,  short  breeches,  shirt;  Luther  Trobridge,  stockens, 
short  breeches;  Jesse  Cheney,  great  ooat.  st.  Bod'd  coat,  shoes,  stockens,  trousers,  short 
breeches,  shirt;  Joshua  Elhs.  wounded,  st.  Boil'd  coat,  stockens,  shirt,  gun,  &c.;  Eben- 
ezer  Parsons,  jacket,  shoes;  Benjamin  Toleman,  shws;  stockens,  trousers,  shirt;  Joseph 
Fassett.  great  coa',  shoes,  stockens.  rr.pusers,  shirt.  &c.;  Andrew  Butler,  great  coat,  stixik- 
ens,  trousers,  shirt.  &c. ;  William  Toleman.  st<x^kens.  trousers,  short  breeches;  John 
Whitney,  shoes,  stockens;  Enoch  Cummins.  suHdries'.';  Amasa  Parker,  stockens,  short 
breeches,  shirt;  Pearson  Newell,  sundries'**;  Ablja  Whitcomb,  st.  Boil'd  coat,  shoes,  stoc-k- 
ena,  trousers,  shirt. 

Jonathan  Whitcomb,  Capt. 

A  List  of  P.icks,  Blanketts  and  other  cloathing  lost  in  the  light,  June  17',  1775,  In  Capt. 
Whltcomb's  company. 


Blankets 

4 

Guns                    3 

Snapsacks 

•> 

Hats                     2 

Coats 

13 

Cartriilee  Boxes  1 

Shirts 

18 

Beds                     2 

Stockings 

20 

Sheets                   2 

Breeches 

4 

Rugs                      1 

Shoes 

12 

Pillows                  4 

JaL'ketB 

■2 

u 


■losiah  Hastings,  Ord'y  Sargent. 
<7onatbaii  Whitcomb,  Capt. 


594 


PROVINCE   OF   NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
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Capt.    WiUiam  Walker's  Compa. —  Colo.  Reed's  Megiment. 


L'  James  Brown 
Francis  Putnam 
Jon*  Emerson 
Israel  How 
William  Harris 
Abel  Danforth 
Jon*  Danforth 
Phineas  ^Vhitney 
Paul  Closstone 
Henry  Loveweil 
Medad  Combs 
Ichabod  Loveweil 
Philip  A.  Robey 
John  Snow 
Eleazer  Blanchard 
Nehemiah  Winn 
Wm.  Butterfield 
Joseph  Greeley 
Jacob  Blodget 
Jon*  Harris 
Nehemiah  Loveweil 


£1: 
4: 
1: 


4 

7 

16 


1:  19 
1:  11 

11 
1:  10: 

17 


1: 
1: 

2: 
3: 
1: 
2: 


13 

10 

11 

8 

4 

4 

9 


6 
1:  12 
2:  16: 

4 
2:  13: 
12 


Mansfeild  Taplin 
Silas  Chamberlin 
John  Loveweil 
Henry  Lovejoy 
Jon*  Gray 
William  Harris 
Isaac  Brown 
James  Harwood 
Benja  Whitney 
Timothy  Darling 
William  A.  Hawking 
Benj*  Bayley 
Capt.  William  Walker 
Benj*  Bayley 
Eliphalet  Bayley 
Archibald  Gibson 
Jason  Russell 
Asa  Cram 


17 

4: 

5 

1: 

8 

4: 

3 

2 

1: 

4 

1: 

14 

2: 

12 

2: 

5 

1: 

9 

9: 

4 

6: 

4 

13: 

6 

5 

5 

1: 

16 

2 

2: 

8 

£64: 

11: 

10 

A  Keturn  of  what  was  Lost  in  Capt.  Wm.  Walker's  company  on  the  17th  of  June,  1775. 

Lient.  James  Brown,  1  surtoot,  coat ;  Fi-ancis  Putnam.  1  blanket.  1  siirtoot,  1  shirt,  1  gun ; 
Jjna.  Emerson,  1  gun;  Israel  How.  1  snapsack,  1  great  coat.  1  shirt,  1  pare  Trowsers,  1  pr 
Hoes;  Wm.  Harris,  jun  1  pr.  Mooskin-breeches.  1  snapsack.  1  shirt.  3  woolen  shirts,  1  pr. 
toes;  Abel  Danforth.  1  snapsack.  1  shirt,  1  pr.  hoes,  1  greatcoat;  Jona.  Danforth.  2  shirts, 
1  tow-shirt.  1  pair  breeches.  1  blanket,  1  catferidge  box.  2  pr.  hoes;  Phineas  Whitney,  1 
shirt,  2  pr  Trowsers,  1  pr.  hi^s,  1  pr.  shoes,  i  blanket,  1  snapsack;  Paul  Clogston,  1  snap- 
1^ack.  1  pr.  mooskin  breeches.  2  shirts.  1  pr.  trowsers,  1  blanket.  2  pr.  hoes;  Henry  Loveweil, 
1  snapsack,  1  coat,  1  shirt,  1  pair  Hoes;  Medad  Combs,  1  snapsack,  1  shirt.  1  pr.  Hoee; 
Ichabod  Loveweil,  1  Blanket,  1  shirt,  1  pr.  Hoes.  1  coat.  1  Pistol,  1  Fife:  Phillip  A.  Roby,  1 
snapsack.  1  blanket,  1  shirt,  1  pr.  trousers,  1  pr.  Hoes ;  John  Snow,  snapsack .  1  blanket,  1 
shirt,  1  pr.  trowsers,  1  pr.  Hoes:  Eleazer  Blanchard.  1  new  Blue  serge  coat  lin'd :  Nehe- 
miah Winn,  1  shurt;  Wm.  Butterfield,  1  snapsack,  1  shirt,  1  pr.  Hoes;  Joseph  Qreele,  1 
finapsack.  2  shirts.  2  pr.  Leather-breeches,  Cartridge-box;  Jacob  Blodgett,  1  pr.  hoes; 
Jona.  Harris,  2  shirts,  1  pr.  Trousers.  1  Blanket,  1  gun,  1  Catteridge  Box;  Nehemiah 
LoveweU,  1  shirt,  1  gnapsack;  Adrian  Hawkins,  1  pr.  shoes,  1  pr.  Hoes;  Mansfield  Toplin, 
1  shirt,  1  pr.  Hoes,  1  giiapsack;  Silas  Chamberlain,  1  coat,  1  jacket.  2  shirts.  1  gnapsack; 
John  Loveweil,  1  gnapsack,  2  shirts,  1  pr.  Hoes;  Henry  Lovejoy,  1  gnapsack,  1  Blanket,  1 
shirt.  1  great  coat,  1  pr.  Deerskin-breeches,  1  pr.  sheepskin-breeches,  2  Hoes;  Jona.  Gray, 
1  ^apsack,  1  Blanket,  1  great  coat,  1  shirt,  2  pr.  Hoes,  1  pr.  trowzers;  Wm.  Harris.  Drain 
sticks  &  sling;  Isaac  Brown,  1  gnapsack,  1  pr.  Hoes,  I  pr.  shoes,  1  shirt,  1  pr.  breeches,  1 
surtoot.  1  jacket.  1  pr.  trowsers;  .James  Harwooii,  )  coat,  1  pr.  Breeches,  1  shirt,  1  pr. 
H)es;  Benja.  Whitney,  1  snapsack.  1  shirt,  1  pr.  trowsers,  1  blanket,  1  pr.  shoes,  1  Bible; 
Timothv  Darlin,  1  c.iat,  1  snapsack;  Be:ij.  Bayley,  1  Powder  horn,  1  cattridge-box ;  Capt. 
Wm.  Walker.  2  pair  shoes,  1  3-4  yds.  fine  cloth  att  3-4  per  yd. ;  Asa  Cram,  1  gun  and  bay- 
onet. 

The  above  Account  is  the  true  account  of  what  my  company  Lost  on  Bnnker  Hill, 
<;harlestown,  the  17th  of  .June,  177.5,  and  justlv  prized  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge.    Winter  HUl,  Jdly  loth,  1775. 

William  Walkee,  Capt. 


Capt.  Philip   Thomas\s   Compa.  —  Col.  ReecTs  Regiment. 


U.  John  Harper 

£ 

12 

Benj*  Lovering 

4: 

6 

Ens"  Ezekiel  Rand 

3: 

16: 

4 

Daniel  Lake 

4 

Benj*  Davis 

1: 

15 

Leme  Page 

6: 

8 

Ezekiel  Learned 

2: 

14 

David  Davis 

12 

Jacob  Peirce 

1: 

3: 

4 

Henry  Davis 

4 

Siraon  Davis 

1: 

4 

Nehemiah  Porter 

6 

John  Demerry 

7 

Peter  Webster 

1:  12: 

8 

Sin\,eon  InLToils 

2: 

14: 

6 

Benj*  Parker 

2 

Jtiremiab  Russell 

6: 

8 

Thomas  Henderson 

2:  19 

1775.] 

Obadiah  Miirsh 
Benja  Reals 
Joel  Russell 
Dudley  GriflSn 
Tboraas  Emery 
Hu<?h  (iregg 
Ezekiel  Deinerry 
Benja  Dole 
Reuben  Page 
Timothy  Rogers 


LOSSES 

AT 

BUNKER    HIT  J,. 

6 

Richard  Alexander 

12 

Caleb  Winn 

5: 

4 

John  Thompson 

1: 

8 

David  Hale 

1: 

4 

Isaac  Adams 

17 

George  Calton 

o 

Jonathan  Lovejoy 

ti 

Jiunes  Cort'ering 

i : 

1: 
15 

o 
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3: 

8 

3: 

3: 

8 

2 

5: 

6 

7 

7 

fi 

1: 

4: 

8 

£59:  16: 


A  Lint  nf  Losses,  sustjiiiicd  in  the  Batal  aii<l    Retreat   on  l.unker  liill  the  I7th  of  June, 
1775.  of  Capt.  Thomas's  Company  in  the  New  Hampshire  Fteserves 

Lieut.  (John  Harper,]  one  hat;  Ens'n  [Ezekiel  Kami]  coat  two  sliirts.  one  ){un.  iron 
strike  sword,  pr  hose;  Sarg't.  Benjamin  Davis,  a  blanket,  surtout.  one  byanot;  Sarg't 
Ezekiel  Lamed,  one  gone  [gun]  one  byanot  &  belt,  one  pow.U:r  ht>rn;  Sarg't  .Simon  Da^s, 
one  coat;  Sarg't  Jacob  Pierce,  a  coat,  a  sha"  sjreat  coat  >!<:  pick;  Corporal  John  Demary, 
one  blanket,  one  byanot.  one  haversack;  Corp'l  Semion  InijlaB,  one  Cartri<lge  Box,  one 
gun,  &  bvanot,  one  powder  horn,  one  blanket;  Corp'l.  Benjamin  Lovring,  Onlowi  Box  & 
silke  handkerchief;  Drums  <&  Fifers—  Daniel  Lake,  one  pair  of  nuse  [shoes]  one  blanket; 
Lemi  Page,  one  shagge  greatcoat;  Richard  Alexander,  carfute  Bo.x  &acoatc;  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  a  pare  of  trowsors;  David  Davos,  a  tine  shirt,  &  a  pare  of  yarn  hose;  Jona- 
than Lovejoy,  a  surtoot,  four  shirts,  one  coat,  two  waistcoats,  one  gun.  three  pare  of  hose, 
one  pouch,  neckcloth,  one  pr.  of  trousers,  one  cat — box.  byanot;  Neliemiah  Porter,  a 
Baynot;  Thomas  Henderson,  2  shirts,  2  pr.  hose,  coat  &  wastcoat,  &  a  pare  of  Lether 
breeches;  James  Cochran,  blanket,  pr.  Briches.  a  pr.  of  hose,  a  Rasor.  havsak;  Dudley 
<}riffln.  a  co.at  &  shirt;  Benjamin  Beales,  a  shirt,  two  pr.  of  hose;  Ezekiel  Demary.  one 
pr.  of  hose;  Reuben  Paige,  a  great  cote,  &  one  shirt,  1  ])t.  of  hose.  1  powiler  horn,  one  car- 
tridge Box,  one  wastcoat;  Obadiah  Marsh,  one  shirt.  1  pr.  of  hose,  one  Havisack;  Joell 
Rnssell,  1  coat,  1  pr.  I^ieather-briches,  1  pr.  hose,  two  shirts,  one  liat.  1  powder  horn,  have- 
sack;  Jacob  Hobbs,  one  blanket;  Timothy  Rogers,  one  shirt ;  Goilfary  Richison,  one  pare 
of  suse  [shoes];  Henry  Davis,  one  pare  of  trousers;  Hagli  Gregg,  one  shag  great  coat,  1 
shirt.  1  powder  horn.  Bulet-pouch. 

Phii^ip  Thomas.  Capt. 

Benj.  Dole,  lost  Comp'ys  Bread?  Peter  Webster,  a  felt-hat,  and  coat,  and  1  pair  of 
T>eather-brirhe8,  one  shirt,  and  one  havsack  and  one  Bulet  pouch ;  John  Thompson,  one 
pair  susen,  one  wast-coat.  1  shirt,  2  pr  of  trowsers,  ime  ne«'k-cloth,  one  Havesack,  I  pr.  of 
liose.  1  i/one  &  pow<ler  horn;  George  Calton,  Samuel  Adaius  and  Jonathan  Lovejoy  men- 
tioned [above]  we.  the  aprisors  of  this  Company  coniput  tlieir  loss  of  guns  and  other  arti- 
kals  to  amount  of  IH£,  besid  the  loss  of  their  lives  or  m  captivity. 

Philip  Thomas,  Capt. 


Cdpt.  Benja.  Mann's   Compa. —  Colo.  ReecFs  Regiment. 

William  Parker 
Sara'l  r'ampbell 
John  Buxton 
John  Adams 
John  Thoraa.s 
Robert  Worsley 
John  Sloan 
Amos  Colborn 
Tho«  Tarbal 
Sam'  Scripture 
Elijah  Avery 
Jeremiah  Holt 
Sam'  Wright 
Isaac  Flagg 
Samuel  Abbott 
John  Fish 

A  True  account  of  what  was  lost  in  the  Battle  on  Bunkers  hill  in  Capt.  Bexjamib 
Mann's  Company  in  June  ye  17th  1775. 

Samuel  Campbell,  a  coat,  a  pare  of  Trousers,  shirt,  Snapsac,  Tumpline,  Blanket,  a  pr. 
of  Breeches,  a  pare  Stockens;  Ji)hn  Adams,  a  p  ire  of  S>03;  J  >hn  Buxton,  a  ;^un;  John 
'I'liomas,  a  coat,  a  pr.   of  shoes,   a  Snapsick.  a    Tuinplino;    R  )bert   Wolsey,    a   pare  of 
Stockens:  JohnSlone.  a  coat,  shirt.  aSnapsack  li  Blankett ;  Zvchous  Hodgman,  a  Blaukett; 
William  Parker,  a  shirt,, a  pare  of  Trousers,  snapsack,  a  pr.  of  stockens,  hat ;  Amos  Cobnm 


B 

17: 

7 

Daniel  Collings 

8 

1: 

81: 

10 

Simeon  Hildreth 

:  12: 

9 

2: 

2 

Joseph  Hodgman 

5: 

4 

2: 

5 

Eben""  Carlton 

5: 

4 

1: 

7: 

4 

Geo.   Woolson 

3: 

4 

15 

Jon''  Robins 

13: 

8 

19: 

2 

Isaac  Barrett 

1  : 

17: 

6 

2 : 

6: 

6 

Zacheus  Hodgman 

5: 

4 

1: 

10 

Joseph  Blood 

4: 

17: 

10 

2: 

J: 

2 

Eben'  Blood 

4 : 

16 

2: 

15: 

4 

L'  Brewer 

6: 

11 

1: 

4 

Capt.  Mann 

1 : 

16 

5: 

12 

John  Gibson 

14: 

fl 

2: 
1: 

14: 
13: 

5 
11 

£48: 

18: 

6 

3: 

9 
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ft  coat,  a  pr.  of  trousers,  a  snapsack,  a  Blankett,  pr.  Stockens ;  Joseph  Hodgmjin,  a  Blati- 
kett ;  Thomas  Tarbell.  a  coat ;  Isaac  Barrett,  a  Blankett ;  Samuel  Scripture,  2  shirts,  a 
gTin,  a  snapsack ;  Elijah  Avery,  a  pair  of  Stockens,  a  eun ;  Benjamin  Mann,  a  ^m ;  James 
Brewer,  a  pare  of  shoes;  Jeremiah  Holt,  Snapsack  ;  samuel  Right,  a  coat,  2  shirts.  1  gun, 
a  snapsack,  a  Tumplbie.  a  Blankett.  a  pr.  of  breeches,  a  pr.  ot  Stockens ;  Isaac  Flagg,  -1 
coats,  a  shurt,  a  pr  of  shoes,  a  Snapsack  &  tumpline,  a  Blankett,  a  pare  of  Breeches,  a  pr. 
of  stockens;  Samuel  Abbott,  a  ^un  &  Bayonet;  John  Fish,  a  jacot.  a  pare  of  trousers,  2 
sdnrts,  a  pr.  of  shoes,  a  Snapsack  &  Tumpline,  a  pair  of  breeches;  Daniel  Collins,  a  pr.  of 
Breeches;  Simeon  Hiliireth.  a  coat,  a  shurt,  a  snapsack,  a  Blankett;  Ebenszer  Carlton.  :i 
rilk  handkerchief;  Geo.  Willson,  a  coat  and  handkerchief. 

Ben.tamix  Mann,  Capf. 


Capt.  Josiah  Crosby's  Co.  —  Col.  Reed's  Reginh67it. 


Capt  Crosby 

£       13: 

4 

U  Dan'  Wilkins 

1:    5 

Kns"  Thompson 

Maxwell 

16: 

8 

Wm.  Bradford 

5 

Josiah  Sawyer 

:i:  16: 

4 

Lemuel  Winchester 

i 

Thad*  Fitch 

15 

Joshua  Abbott 

6 

Jonas  Perry 

12: 

4 

Samuel  Stames 

4 

And*  Leavitt 

1:    8 

Joseph  Bowtel 

6 

Joseph  Wallace 

6: 

8 

Nuss  Sawyer 

4: 

8 

Eben"-  Wakefield 
Joseph  Wakefield 
Alexander  Brown 
Daniel  Kenney 
Jara*  GUman 
Jabez  Holt 
Samuel  Williams 
Xath'  Barrett 
John  Cole 
Stephen  Crosby 
Jonathan  Wilkins 


12: 

4 
14 
17 

2 

4: 

7 

5: 
13: 

2 


6 


£27:  10:     1 


An  account  of  things  that  was  lost  at  the  Battle  on  Bunkers  hill,  on  the  I7th  of  June, 
1775,  belonging  to  Capt.  Crosby's  Company,  viz.  Capt.  Crosby's  things  are  1  pistel  &  1 
pair  of  worsteil  stockings;  Lieut.  Daniel  Wilkins  1  cotton  shirt;  Ens'n  Thomson  Maxwell 
1  fine  shirt  &  one  powiler  horn;  Adg't  Stephen  Peabody  one  blanket  &  one  shirt;  Quarter 
Master  Frye  one  coat  &  one  Hatt;  Serg't  William  Bradford  one  shirt;  Serg't  Lemuel  Win- 
chester one  pair  of  shoes;  Ell  Wilkins  1  Blanket  &  one  Bullet  Mold;  Alexander  Brown  I 
cotton  shirt,  one  pair  of  stockings  <S  one  gnapsack ;  Thaddeus  Fitch  I  shirt.  1  pair  of  calf- 
skin pumpp,  1  pr.  trowzers  &  Gnapsack;  Samuel  Stames  1  pair  of  shoes;  Stephen  Crosby. 
1  great  coat  St.  1  shirt;  Jona.  Wilkins  1  shirt;  Thomas  Giles  one  gun.  1  carrooch  Box  &  one 
jacket ;  Thomas  Perry  one  woolen  shirt,  one  powder  horn  &  one  gnapsack ;  Joseph  Boutel 
one  pair  of  stockings.  1  pair  of  I^eather-Breeches ;  Xathaniel  Barrett  1  gn.ipsack.  one  pair 
of  shoes  &  buckles  &  1  handkerchief;  Sam'l  Williams  I  shirt  &  one  handkerchief  &  one 
exm;  James  Gilman.  1  Blanket  &  one  Handkerchief;  »To8eph  Waketteld,  1  pr  of  Deer-skin 
Breeches,  1  Cartooch  Box;  Eben'r  Wakefield.  1  sett  of  shoe-makers  Tools,  1  shirt  2  pr 
of  stockings  &  1  pr  of  shoes ;  Dan'l  Kenney,  1  great  coat  &  one  gun ;  Joseph  Wallis  1  pair 
of  shoes;  Andrew  Leavitt,  1  coverlid,  one  pr.  of  stockings.  1  gnapsack  &  Handkerchief; 
Josiah  Sawyer  one  gun,  one  coat,  one  Powder  horn  &  one  Bible;  Joshua  .-Vbbot  1  gnapeack 
&  pair  of  stockings. 

Josiah  Crosby.  Capt. 


Capt.  John  Marceifs  Corapa.  —  Col.  Reed^s  Regiment. 


Capt.  John  Marcey 

£11: 

9 

Alexander  Debbell 

2: 

6:    C. 

L'  Isaac  Farwell 

5: 

15 

Caleb  Earl 

7 

Jam^  Taggart 

2: 

10 

Benja  Howard 

1: 

3:    ft 

John  Barrett 

8: 

1 

Timothy  Clark 

2 : 

4 

William  Stams 

10 

John  Rooks 

5: 

14 

Gamaliel  Ueming 

5: 

6    Isaac  Reed 

2 

Jon*  Eastman 

2: 

14 

Amos  Flood 

2: 

8 

Jon*  Conant 

10: 

6     Daniel  Adams 

3: 

15 

Philip  Huntoon 

2: 

16: 

6    Samuel  Marcey 

5 

Joseph  Powers 

18 

Jam8  Fowles 

1: 

9 

John  Cross 

1: 

2 

Zadock  Dodge 

3: 

3:    6 

John  Pulcipher 

3: 

6 

Joseph  Parks 

3: 

1 

Samuel  Harper 

18 

Samuel  Burr 

3: 

11 

Stephen  Gilman 

18 

Gilbert  Caswell 

2: 

15 

Hezekiah  Clark 

17 

Isaac  Johnson 

5: 

5 

£<J9: 

6: 

6 

£5: 

1: 

13: 

10 

rt 
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rornelins  Warren  18  Elisha  (iustiu                       1 :    9 

John  Downes  1  Joseph  Farwell                     0 :            t 

David  Cross  IT 

William  fcjteven.s  "> 

Ebenezer  Kingsberry  1 :    7  Doctor  BarUer 

Edward  Keys  5 :     ">  ( "ol"  Israel  Gilmmi 

John  Caulidniis  (i  Col"  Isaac  Wyman 

f'liarlesfoii.  June  yt'  -\.  Tliis  is  the  :uoiii[>t  of  the  I'iu-ks  that  wiik  liwt  in  the  tito  the  IH? 
of  the  sjiine  month  i?elont;ing  to  Capt.  John  Miircy.  Cjipt.  Marey  1  jjimhI  coat,  2  goo<l  tine 
shurts.  1  \>T.  utockinijH.  1  blanket.  1  pr  Boot«;  Ll.  Farwell,  1  sworil,  1  t/oo<l  co.-kt,  4  good 
ishur's.  4  [ir.  of  stockings,  1  |)r  of  Bootw.  1  pr.  S:Klelhai«;B,  I  pr  of  spurn,  1  pr.  I>;ther  bricheB, 
•J  silk  hanitUer'.  1  Blanket;  Kiis.  J;uuc8  Taijaril  2  ij^kxI  Hhiirts,  :}  pr  stwikiiigs.  I  pr  .natlel- 
hags.  1  pr  choni*.  ITunipline.  1  pillar  case;  laac  .lohnwin,  1  gcxxl  Blanket.  1  ^ikkI  piller- 
case.  '^  iioiij  shnrts.  :i  good  pr.  of  stwkiiijis.  I  gotMl  pr.  trouneB,  1  good  frock,  I  goixl  razor 
;uul  sum  other  things  Besicles;  F^benezer  Kingsbury  1  g<H)ii  shurt,  1  pr.  stocklngH,  1  pr. 
trouses,  1  pr  shouM.  1  tuiupline,  1  Blanket;  Jonathan  Ea«tman,  1  gooil  Blanket,  1  good 
shurt.  1  pr  trouses,  '1  goml  caiH,'s.  I  good  Rasher,  1  ni'w  p.iir  of  shouos;  Jonatlian  KaHtnian 
^un'r.  I  good  piller-case,  1  good  Blanket,  1  shurt.  1  pair  trouses;  Heskier  CJlark.  1  Blanket. 
1  shurt.  1  pr.  trouses,  1  pr  stockings;  Daniel  Adams,  1  Blanket,  1  coat,  1  shurt,  1  pr  velvet 
briches;  Klisha  Gustin  1  Blanket,  I  shurt,  2  pr  st^xkings,  1  piller  c;u*c,  I  tuinpllne;  Stephen 
(iilnian.  I  shurt,  1  yir  stockings.  1  piller  <;a.st!,  1  pair  shous,  1  pr  buckels;  Jos<!ph  Parke.  1 
velvet.);i<'at,  1  shurt,  2  pr  st(H:kings.  1  tojupline;  Amos  Klud,  1  shurt,  1  pr  trouses.  1  piller 
case.  1  sliurt;  Alexander  Dibbel,  1  Blanket,  1  pr  cloath  Bridies,  1  pr  8Ux;kiug«;  Caleb  Alrl 
I  jir  st;v;kings,  1  tumpline;  John  Downs.  1  blanket,  1  lumpline,  1  pr  stockings,  I  shurt,  1 
jiiller  cjuse ;  Gilbert  Castwell,  1  blanket.  I  c<>at.  1  pr  st(X'king>i,  1  shurt,  I  piller  case;  David 
t>oss.  1  blanket,  1  shnrt,  I  coat,  1  jacut.  I  pr  trouses,  1  pr  stiM'kings,  1  tunipline;  Cornelius 
Warren,  I  blanket.  1  {liller-case.  I  shurt,  1  pr  trouses.  1  li-wher;  Samuel  Marey,  1  blanket. 
1  pr  stockings,  Samuel  Bur,  1  blanket.  1  pr  of  IjCther  Briches,  1  gun,  1  tumpline,  1  pr 
stockings,  1  piller  case;  Isac  Rea<l,  1  gun.  1  coa*.  1  Blanket,  I  shurt,  1  pr  stockings,  1  piller 
c;we,  I  tumpline.  1  pr  Briches;  .^.s.sv  Knot'  1  Blanket;  John  Cross.  1  shnrt,  \  snapsa<-k,  1 
tumplin,  '2  pr  st<M-kings;  .Joseph  Powars,  1  pr  trouses,  1  pr  stockings,  I  piller  cas«,  1  tum- 
pline; John  Pulsepher,  1  i>iller  case,  1  blanket,  2  shurts,  1  good  pr.  briches,  1  pr  trouses; 
Timothy  Clark.  1  grate  coat,  1  tite  coat,  1  gixnl  shirt,  1  gtnid  Drum.  I  tumiiline;  John  Bar- 
rett, 2  pr  st/M-kings,  2  shurts,  1  pr  lether  Briches,  I  pr  shons,  1  pr  white  briches,  1  white 
shurt:  Phillip  Huntoon,  1  grate  co.at,  1  Blanket,  2  shurts,  2  pr  st(K-,kings,  1  piller,  1  tum- 
pline. 1  jir  shims:  Edward  Kies.  2  giHHl  shurts.  1  pr  shous.  1  grate  coat,  I  pr  stockings; 
•  lohn  Calkins.  1  shurt.  1  tumpline. 

John  H.vkcv.  Capt. 


■I'o  Nichohis  (iilinan,  Esij'  Receiver  General  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hamp- 
shire-7Sir —  Please  to  pay  to  Jacob  Abbot  the  bearer  hereof  the  sums  Due 
to  Jonathan  Gray  of  Wilton  who  was  in  the  Continental  Anny  in  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Walkers  Comp>'  and  Col"  James  Reed's  Regiment.  Due  to  the  said  Jona- 
than Gray  for  what  he  Lost  in  the  Enga<:ement  at  Bunker's  hill;  also  for  a 
coat  liiven  as  a  Bounty.  Reference  to  Capt.  Walker" s  Return  being  had  the 
said  Jonathan  being  since  dead,  the  care  thereof  falls  upon  the  subscriber 
l)eiug  the  Father  of  the  Dec'd.  Your  complyance  will  greatly  oblige  your 
humble  Servant. 

TiMOTHV  Gr.vy. 

Wilton,  March  y«  4.  ITTU. 

177(1,  Mar.  lO.  Kec'i  of  Tiinotliy  Walker,  juii.  Four  dollars  for  a  Regi- 
mental coat  for  the  within  uanieil  Jona.  Gray,  :dso  Two  pounds  L.  my.  for 
The  Inss  which  s''  <Tray  sustained  at  the  b:(ttle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June.  1775. 

J.^coB  Abbot. 

Elibha  Gustin,  onr  shirt,  '2  p.  ^tockens,  1  suapsack  ^t  turn  lines,  1  hanker- 
chif,  1  jactcot,  one  pr.  of  trowsers. 

Milford,  Oct.  4.  177."j.  Then  Elish;i  Gii.stin  pi-rsoually  appeared  and  made 
solenm  oath  to  the  above  ;iccoiuit. 

Milford.  Oct'  5,  1775.  Rec'  of  Ichabod  Rollins,  tweniy-niue  shillings  L. 
money  in  lull  for  my  loss  at  Bunker  Hill.     Rec'  by 

Elisha  Gustin. 
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Haverhill,  Sept.  T"  1775. 

The  following  is  what  I  lost  in  the  Fight  at  bunker  Hill  in  June  last: 

One  saddle  &  Bridle  worth  one  pound  ten.  one  pr.  lining  Brichis  worth 
seven  shilling,  three  pr.  worsted  stockings  worth  rtve  shillings  a  pr.  fifteen, 
shillings,  one  half — ?  worth  forty  eight  shillings.  £1:  10:  0 

0:    7:  0 


0 


15:  0 

8:  0 


Abneb  Baker.  £5:    0:  0 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  or  the  Committee  of  Supplys  for  y^  Colony  of 
New  Hampshire:  pay  to  Israel  Morey  five  pounds  Lawful  money,  for  what  I 
lost  in  y*  fight  at  Bunker  hill  June  last. 

Abner  Baker. 

Sept.  7'"  1775. 


Westmoreland,  December  25,  1776. 
&■— 

Pleas  to  send  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  Brittin  the  money  that  is  my  due  for  things- 
that  I  lost  at  Bunker  Hill  Fight,  and  you  will  oblige  yours,  &c. 

George  Aldrich,  Ens". 
Capt.  Hinds  Com>'  Col.  Read's  Regem' 
The  Ron^^  Timothy  Walker,  Esq. 


Marster  Taylor  —  pleas  to  Let  Benjamin  Couch  have  a  Coat  Lost  on  Boou- 
ker  hill  Fight  &  I  will  setil  with  the  Comity  of  Supplys. 

H.  HuTGUiNS,  Capt. 


Xiosses  of  MaJj.  Andrew  Mc  Clary. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  101.] 

To  the  Rouble   Congress  now  Sitting  at  Exeter  for  the   Colony  of  New 
Hampit'r 

An  ace'  of  sundry  losses  sustain' d  by  Major  Andrew  McClary,  in  a  Battle 
fought  Between  the  regular  Troops  and  the  American  forces  on  Charles- 
Town  Neck  on  the  17"'  of  June  last  past,  and  sundry  other  services  done  to- 
ward his  Burying. 

To  one  new  Bridle  lost  on  said  day, 
To  one  pair  Silv<.*r  knee-buckles  lost. 
To  one  pair  stone  sleeve-buttons, 
To  Horse-keeping  six  weeks  at  Colon'  I 
Royall's,  at  six  shillings  per  week      f 
To  a  CoflSn  for  the  deceas'd 
To  digging  a  grave  for  do. 
To  1  pair  Pistols  lost  in  the  Engagem' 
To  1  large  Powder-Horn  shott  to  pieces 
To  1  pair  of  Holdsters  lost  in  Battle 

To  Cash  advanced  John  Casey  at  Haverhill  to 
buy  Necessarys  with,  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
panys  that  were  on  their  march  then  towards 
Lexington 


£0: 

8: 

0 

0: 

8: 

0 

0: 

8: 

0 

1: 

16: 

0 

1: 

0: 

0 

0: 

6: 

a 

2: 

8: 

0 

0: 

8: 

0 

1: 

16: 

0 

£8: 

18: 

0 

I: 

10: 

0 

£10:    8:     0 
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John  Kennedy's   Order. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  77.) 

Montound  t  September  the  6">,  1775. 
I  the  Scriber  for  valy  reseaved  Do  promos  to  pay  unto  Seba  Boebe  the  sum 
of  three  pounds  Lawful  mony  of  the  Bay  upon  Demand  with  the  Laful  in- 
terest till  paid  as  witness  my  hand. 

John  Kanedy. 


Monteound  ?  September  the  5,  1775. 

Isral  Mory  —  Sur  Be  pleas  to  pay  unto  Seba  Beebe  the  sum  of  three  pounds 
LafiU  mony  of  the  Bay  and  you  will  oblige  your  frind  John  Canady  tkis 
mony  is  that  part  of  the  wages  which  is  a  coming  to  me  and  if  any  other 
man  should  be  appointed  to  pay  the  said  mony  to  the  sogers  I  doe  say  that 
the  said  Beebe  shall  Draw  the  mony  of  the  pay  marster  Let  him  be  hoe  he 
will  as  witnes  my  hand. 

JoHX  Kanedy. 

If  this  order  is  paid  by  the  pay  marster  the  above  note  is  avoid. 


Guns  lost  at  Bunker  Hill  June  17.  ITy.v,  with  their  estimated 

value. 

[Copied  from  Revy  Papers  in  Sec-^*  office,  p.  119.1 


Capt.  H.  Dearborn's  Comp'y. 


Capt.  Kinsman's  Company. 


Mark  Whidden, 

1  gun,   £3 

0: 

0 

Abraham  Kimball,    1  gun, 

•> . 

8: 

a 

James  Runnels 
David  Mudget, 

1    do       3 
1    do        1 

0: 

19; 

0 

0 

Jno.  Manuel              1    do 

2  : 

8: 

i> 

"*~  ~~ 

Andrew  McGaffey 

1    do        2 

8: 

0 

4: 

KJ: 

(» 

Jno.  Bickford 

1    do        1 

19: 

0 

Capt.    Woodbury's. 

Neal  McGaflFey 

1    do        2 

i>; 

0 

Jno.  Simpson,            1  gun. 

1: 

10: 

0 

U 

11: 

0 

Ephr  Kile   1  gun  &  bayonet 
Moses  Poor                1  gun 

2: 
3: 

2: 

0: 

0 
0 

Capt.  Dan'l  Moore's  Com 

p'y- 

Thos.  Collins  I  gun  (kill'd) 

2: 

8: 

0 

Capt.  Dan'l  Moore 

1  gun,   £1 

:    14: 

0 

Scth  Cutter,              1  gun 

2  : 

2  : 

0 

Nathl  Moulton 

1    do        2 

•5  : 

0 

Capt.  Richards. 

Nathan  Holt 

1    do        2 

2  : 

0 

Paul  Blake 

1    do        2 

:      8: 

0 

Caleb  Dalton,            1  gun, 

i: 

(^  : 

0 

Enslow  Brown 

1  pistol 

15: 

Capt.  McLaughlin's 

Josiah  Allen 

1  gun       2 

:      2 

0 

Sara'l  Smith,             1  gun. 

2  : 

5  : 

0 

Jacob  Sinclair 
Benja  Norris 

1    do 

1    do        2 

8: 
:      2 : 

6 
0 

Jno  Cyphers               1    do 
Jno  Patten,                1    do 

2  : 
.^: 

8: 
0: 

0 
0 

James  Robinson 

I    do        2 

:    14 

0 

Lieut,  llutchins         1    do 
Henry  Glover            I    do 

•>  , 

.>  , 

2  : 

0: 

8 

0 

£16 

:    10 

rt 

0 

Capt.  Abb 

ot's  Comp'y 

Capt.  Hezekiah  llutchins 

Wm.  Mitchell 

1  gun,    £2 

:      4 

0 

Simon  Merril            I  gun 

2  : 

8 

0 

Abial  Chandler 

do        2 

:      8 

0 

Jno  Vernuni               1    do 

1  : 

16 

0 

Parker  Hills               1    do 

•>  ; 

2 

0 

Capt.  Gordon  Hutckin's  Ci 

)vip'y 

. 

Natlil  Leavit               I    do 

•>  . 

■) 

Daniel  Livenuore, 

1   gun   £3 

:     0 

0 

Sam  I  Morrel              I    do 

•t 

•> 

Ge  orge  Shannon 

I    do        2 

:     8 

0 

Moses  Quimby           1    do 

•J 

2 

£5 :      8:0 


000 
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Capt.  Hind's  Comp'y. 

Capt.  Hind's  1 

Sam'l  How.  1  pistol  0 

Lemuel  Wontworth  1  gun,      2 
Lewis  Acor  1    di)       1 

Jno  Daws  1    do        2 

Capt.  Spavlding's. 


Jno  Osgood 
Sam'l  Currier 
Isaac  Stearns 
Ephr'm  Rolf 
Ephr  How 


1  gun, 
1    do 
1    do 
1    do 
1    do 


2  : 
8 

1: 

1  : 


Capt.  Ezra  Town'i. 

Sam'l  Soper  1  gun  1 

Jona  Stevens  I    do  1 

David  Elliot  1    do  1 

Tho's  Patterson  1    do  2 

Peter  Brown  1    do  1 


1 

12: 
•> 

10 

9 


0 
Ifi 

4 

0 

10 


4 

0 


Cajd.    W/iifcomb's  Cornp'i/. 


Ens"n  Carter. 
Elislia  Walton 
Enoch  Cuinmings 
Edward  Arnold. 
Pearson  Newhull 
Joshua  Ellis 
Andrew  Butler 

Capt.    Wrn . 
Francis  Putnam. 
Jona  Emerson 
Philip  A.  Roby 
\Vm.  Butterfiel<l 
Jonathan  Harris 
Arcliiliald  Glh-on 
Jason  Ru.-seil 
Asa  Cram 


gun.  2 

do  2 

do  1 

do  2 

do  2 

do  2 

do  1 
Walker's. 

I  gun  2 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


1 


10 
H 
4 
0 

2 
4 

M 

•> 

4 

10 

If) 

0 

s 


:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 
:  0 
:  0 
:  (t 
:  0 
:  0 
:  0 
:   0 


1 
2 

1 
2  : 

1  : 

1 

■> 


Capt.  Thomas'  Comp'y. 

Ezekiel  Learnard  1  do  2 : 
Simeon  Ingalls  1  do  2 : 
Ichabod  Lovewell,   1  pistol  12s, 

Capt.  Mann's  Comp'y. 

Capt.  Mann 

Jno  Buckston.  1  gun, 

Sam'l  Scripture  1  do 

Elijah  Avory  1  do 

Sam'l  Wright  1  do 

Sam'l  AHbot  1  do 

Jos.  Blood  1  do 

Eben  Blood  1  do        2 

Capt.  Crosby's  Comp'y. 
Capt.  Crosby  1  pistol    0 

Josiah  Sawver  1  gun       2 

Ehen'r  Wakefield      1    do        2 
Dan'l  Kenny  1    do        1 

Jno.  Cole     "  I    do        i' 

Ctipi.  Marcy'.-i  Conip'y. 

Capt.  Marcy  1  irun       H 

Amos  F'liiod  1 

Sam'l  Burr  1 

Isaac  Johnson  I 

Edward  Keys 
Jos.  Earweil 
Isaac  Farwell 
Timothy  Clark 

Capt.  //ale's  Comp'y. 
Sam'l  Bradford,         1  gun        1 

('apt.  Reid's  Comp'y. 
Martin  Montgomery  1  gun      2 
cartridire  box 


do  1 

do  2 

do  2 

d(,  :^ 

do  1 
1  bayonet 
:i  Drum. 


1 


Samuel  Gilnian.  a  Drum  lost  at  Winter  Hill,  '60s.  jt'd  March.  177H. 

Indorsed.  "Guns  lo>t  at  Bunker  hill,  June  17,  177.')." 
••  Jteceipts  for  (iuns  lo-^t  at  Bunker  Hill." 


14:  0 

8:  0 

fife  38 

IG 
2 

10 
13:  4 

k; 

17 

8 
•> 


13:  4 
2:0 
2:  0 

10 


0:  0 
,H:  0 
2:  0 
H:  0 
0:  0 
l(i:  0 

r, 


IH:   0 


2:  0 
4:  8 


J^tiiioruiidat/i    uf  mens    \oriiC!<   helou^/iii'j   to   I'ortsinuutli    who 
Ktdixttd  wif/i,  Capt.  Rioli'd  Shorfrid</e  .hine  18?/a  1775.  . 

[Copied  from  Kevx  Pap.  p.  2S;;.  [ 


Capt  HichM  Siiortridge 

iO: 

)S  : 

Richard  Nelson 

II 

.J  : 

0 

Lieut  Zach's  Ben! 

4: 

EHsha  Gunnison 

0 

3: 

0 

2d  do  N'atii'l  Tliwyintr 

it   . 

Thomas  Trickey 

(1 

0 

John  Ilunking 

3: 

Benja  Newinarcli 

0 

3: 

0 

Thomas  Chandler 

3: 

Joh.n  Ilntcbings 

0 

3: 

0 

Bonja.  Dame 

3: 

Mark  Broughton 

0 

3: 

0 

.J<jhn    Dennct 

3: 

Joseph  Gerrish 

0 

3  : 

0 

Ebtfuezer  Stackpole 

3  : 

Jonattian  Huntress 

(1 

3: 

0 

Wm.  Knigiit 

3  : 

William  Gunnison 

0 

<>  : 

0 

nTo.i  lossp:s  at  bunker  kill.                       HOI 

Smiu'I  Davis  0:  3:0  Lazcnis  Holmes 

John  GracL'  0  :  '.)  :  0  Josopti  Mace 

John  Lewis  0  :  '5 :  U  Thoinu:*  Avers 

Stephen  Lan?  '» :  .'5:  0  Jotin  Kini; 

Christopher  Gardener  0:  3:1)  'Thomas  \Vaters 

John  Oakes  0:  3 :  (l  Tiiunias  Miililieton 

( 'yprian  Soiithaek  0:  3:  fi  Joseph  Nelson 

Samuel  Smith  '            0:  3  :   <i 

Levi  Avers  0:  3  :  d 

Sam'l  Brou^'hton  0:  3:  0  Deduct  for  i' officers 

Bcnja  True.sdel  0:  3  :  0 

Sani'l  Shortridfje  '0:  3:  0                                                           .■,  :     ,s  :  0 

Julm  Clark  0:  3:0 

VVe   (lereliv  cerfif'v  rhat  the  ahove  List  is  Just  i.<-  true. 


0  : 

3: 

• 

0: 

3: 

0 

0: 

3: 

0 

0: 

3: 

0 

0: 

3: 

0 

0: 

3: 

0 

0: 

3: 

0 

II  : 

0: 

0 

IL' 

JoSKPH    SiMKS 

William  Lan(;i>()n 
John  Fiknai.i, 


Seleetnien    r.f 
Portsmouth. 


NOTK    BY    TIIK    KDIIOF!. 

Beside.s  the  lort^^oiim  from  New  llamp-shire  who  sustained  losses  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  it  is  well  known  that  there  were  others  who  were 
wholly  or  in  part  enrolled  in  Companies  in  Massachusetts,  and  of  whom  no 
.returns  were  made  to  New  Hampshire  offii^ers  or  to  tlie  Cominittee  of  Safety. 
For  the  following  very  interesting  account  of  a  Company  from  Hollis.  Capti 
Reuhen  Dow,  in  the  M;issachusetts  lieiiiment.  commanded  hy  Col.  Wni. 
Prescott,  the  editor  is  indebted  to  Samuel  T.  Worcester,  Esq.,  of  N;ishua. 

J/olHx  ut   Ikt  }><ittJc  of  Hunker  Hill. 

At  the  Census  of  the  Town  of  Hollis  taken  in  September.  \~~'>.  the  whole 
population  of  the  town  was  foun<l  to  be  i2.j.>.  Upon  an  ori.','in:d  Roll  of  the 
Hollis  Militia  Couipany  now  in  my  possession,  in  the  iiandwriting  of  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Hollis  for  tlie  year  17"."),  and  liearing  date  January  10,  of  th.it 
year,  the  number  of  names,  including  officers,  tiien  upon  the  roll,  was  225. 
This  roil  i*  suppi^sed  to  iiave  .'inbraced  all  able-bodied  youth  and  men  liable 
To  do  military  duty,  hi'tween  fie-  ages  of  !*>  and  GO.  Of  this  Company  Joshua 
Wright  was  C:iptaiii.  Heubcn  Dow,  Lieutenant,  and  Noah  Worcester,  (1) 
Ensign. 

Besi"li's  this  Company  th'-ri'  wits  also  an  another  on:ani/ation  known  .is 
the  '•  Alarm  Lis't,"  containinu  on  its  Koll.  bearing  the  same  d;it''  ;is  the  above. 
;ind  in  the  same  hamlwritin','.  120  names,  including'  those  of  their  minister. 
'Hey.  Daniel  Knieison)  their  school-master  (William  Ciunmin^s)  and  five 
de:u>on-^. 

The  ahirm  occasioned  by  tiie  Britisli  troops  crossing  <'harles  river  on  the 
ISth  of  April  1775,  reached  Hollis  a  distance  of  42  miles,  by  iixprcss,  very 
iirly  in  the  moniin'i  of  tlie  I'.l'*'.  the  day  of  th<>  battle  of  Lexinixfon.  In  the 
a;ternoon  or  evening  of  that  day,  !"4  of  the  Hollis  nuTi  marched  lor  Lexing- 
ton and  Cambri  !'.:e.  This  Company  consisted  of  t.h"  Ffollis  minute-men.  of 
wliicii  Ii'mbi'ii  Dow  was  ;Japt:iin.^'>hn  Go>s.Hr^ieut"nant.  and  .John  Curain^s, 
F.nsign.  Sear  onc-h  lU  of  this  company  r-'turned  home  to  Hollis.  a  few  days 
a.fter  the  L'>cinLrton  battle:  the  residue  remained  ;it  Cambridge  and  enlisted 
into  a  com|)any  witii  the  same  otticers.     Cap'.  Dow  r'-eived  his  Com!nission 

(li'J"iii<  X..'i)i  VV.irfrsfiT  w.is  aftorsvair'.s  luiiiisrci-  of  (ho  (.'"iiuieijariou.il  fliiirrb  in  Tliini- 
tr>n,  X.  II..  an'tior  «{'  ■'  Bitil^!  News."  a  writer  of  iiniiv  arliclosoii  Peace,  and  'listlnt!Misi;e"l 
for  his  iai«;iit .  iiii'i  lir.j Ml  .  .iliiliiv.  — Kl>. 
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as  Captain  from  General  Joseph  Warren,  as  President,  pro  tempore,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Provincial  Congress  then  sitting  at  Watertown.  This  original 
Commission,  bearing  the  signature  of  General  Warren,  is  now  in  my  pos- 
session, bearing  date  May  19,  1775. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  people  of  Hollis  held  on  the  28"^  of  April,  1775, 
of  which  Col.  John  Hale  was  the  moderator,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  without  any  recorded  dissent. 

'•  Voteii,  That  we  will  pay  two  commissioned  officers,  four  non-commis- 
"sioned  officers,  and  thirty-four  rank  Jt  tile,  making  in  the  whole  40  good 
"  and  able  men  to  join  the  army  in  Cambridge,  paying  the  said  officers  <fe 
"  men  the  same  wages  which  the  Massachusetts  receive;  and  will  also  victuai 
"the  same  until  such  time  iis  the  Resolution  of  the  General  (lourt  or  tiie 
"  Congress  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  shall  be  known,  respecting 
*'  the  raising  a  standing  army  the  ensuing  summer." 

The  event  showed  that  the  people  of  Hollis  furnished  many  more  men  for 
the  cause  than  contemplated  in  the  above  resolution.  Capt.  Dow's  company 
consisted  of  59  men  including  officers,  and  was  mustered  into  the  Massachu- 
setts Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  William  Prescott  of  Pepperell,  a  town  in 
Massachusetts  adjoining  Hollis.  Col.  P.  lived  on  the  north  side  of  Pepperell, 
and  (/apt.  Dow  and  Lieut.  Goss  on  the  south  side  of  lloliis,  and  the  three 
men,  neighbours  and  friends  —  which  is  probably  the  reason  why  the  Hollis 
Company  was  mustered  into  a  Massachusetts  regiment. 

Captain  Dow's  company  marched  on  to  Bunker  Hill  on  the  night  of  the 
16"^  of  June  with  the  regiment  of  Col.  Prescott,  and  helped  build  the  Redoubt, 
worked  all  night  without  sleep  and  shared  iu  the  battle  of  the  next  day,  Jime 
17.  Of  this  Company  six  men  were  killed  on  the  battle  field,  viz.,  Xathan 
Blood,  Phineas  Nevins,  Thomas  Wheat,  Peter  Poor,  Isaac  Hobart  and  Jacob 
Boyiiton.  Caleb  Eastman,  another  member  of  the  Company,  was  killed  on 
the  19"'  of  June  by  the  accidental  bursting  of  a  gun.  Two  others  of  this 
Company,  viz.,  Jeremiah  iShattuck  and  James  Fisk,  died  of  disease,  on  the 
29"'  of  May  previous  to  the  battle,  making  the  loss  oi'  the  Hollis  company, 
niUvj  in  all,  of  whom  .'our,  viz..  Blood,  Wheat,  Shattuckand  Fisk  lel't  families. 

Besides  the  Company  of  Capt.  Dow,  there  were  in  another  company  in  Col. 
Prescott's  regiment  four  men  from  Hollis,  whose  names  were  Samuel  Con- 
ray,  Samuel  VVright,  Thomas  Colburn  and  Ebenezer  Youngman.  These  four 
men  as  appears  from  an  original  company  Roll  now  iu  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  at  Boston,  belonged  to  the  company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Manu 
of  Grotou.  From  a  iieturn  ot  Capt.  Mann's  company  made  after  the  battle, 
"Ebenezer  Youngman  and  Thomas  Colburu  of  Hollis"  are  returned  as 
killed  in  the  battle  of  the  17"'  of  June,  making  the  loss  of  Hollis  in  that  bat- 
tle eight  men  killed,  besides  a  large  number  in  wounded,  including  the  brave 
Capt.  Dow  who  was  made  a  cripple  for  life. 

The  original  Rolls  of  the  companies  of  Col.  Prescott's  regiment,  now  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Boston,  show  that  a  large  number  of 
New  Hampshire  soldiers,  besides  those  from  Hollis,  enlisted  in  that  Regi- 
ment. Among  the  towns  so  represented,  .an;  Londonderry,  Chester,  Am- 
herst, Merrimac,  Raby  (now  Brookline)  Dunstable  and  others.  ■  There  were 
two  small  New  Hampshire  regiments  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  consisting 
almost  wholly  of  New  Hampshire  men ;  the  one  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Stark,  and  the  other  under  that  of  ('ol.  Reed.  Neither  of  these  Regiments 
was  in  or  helped  build  the  Redoubt,  but  were  marciied  upon  the  battle  ground 
on  the  morning  of  the  battle.  It  appears  from  a  Return  of  the  killed  & 
wounded  of  tliese  Iwo  regiments,  made  by  Col.  Stark  two  days  after  the 
battle,  to  Matthew  Thornton,  that  the  number  of  Icilled  in  his  Regiment  was 
15,  and  in  that  of  Col.  Reed,  3  killed  and  one  missing.  Thus  it  appears  that 
the  loss  of  the  town  of  Hollis  in  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  more 
than  half  the  loss  in  killed  of  the  entire  regiment  of  Col.  Stark,  and  more 
than  twice  that  of  the  regiment  of  Col.  Reed.  And  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
no  history  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  yet  written,  gives  the  State  of  New 
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Hampshire  credit  for  the  Hollis  Company,  and  men  in  Col.  Pr»>8cott'9  regi- 
ment, or  tor  the  other  New  Hampshire  men  in  tiie  .same  regiment,  but  all 
alike  are  put  down  to  the  credit  ot  Massachusetts. 

Besides  the  Hollis  company  and  men  in  Capt.  Mann's,  there  were  at  the 
same  time,  as  appears  from  the  Hollis  town  records.  8  "eight  months'  men," 
in  a  company  commanded  by  ("apt.  Levi  Spalding  ofNottingliam,  in  the  regi- 
ment of  Col.  Keed,  and  7  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Towne,  supposed  to  have 
been  in  the  same  r  iment  and  in  the  battle,  making  in  all,  including  the 
company  of  Capt.  Dow,  78  men,  furnished  by  the  little  town  of  Hollis,  or 
yery  nearly  one  in  sixteen  of  its  whole  population. 


Losses  of  Hollis  men  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Cambridge,  December  y«  22»i,  1775. 

This  may  certify  that  we  the  Subscribers  in  Capt.  Reuben  Dow's  Company 
in  Col.  Wm.  Prescott's  Reg'  in  the  Continental  Army,  that  we  lost  the  fol- 
lowing Articles  in  the  late  engagement  on  Bunker's  Hill  at  Charlestown  on  y* 
17'*»  of  June  last. 

James  McConnor,  1  gun,  1  napsack,    that,  1  Jaccat,  1  tumpline. 

Wm.  Xevius,  1  knapsack,  1  jacket,  1  tumpline. 

Minott  Farmer,  1  knapsack,  1  sword,  1  tumpline. 

Sam'  Hill,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Ephraim  Blood,  1  gun,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

James  Macintosh,  1  knapsack,  1  jacket,  1  tumpline. 

Libbeus  Wheeler,  1  knapsack,  1  hat,  1  tumpline. 

David  Farusworth,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Noah  Worcester,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Elias  Boynton,  1  gun. 

Francis  Blood,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Abel  Brown,  1  gun,  1  cartridge  box,  1  tumpline. 

Nahum  Powers,  1  knapsack,   ihat,  1  jacket,  1  bayonet,  1  tumpline. 

Isaac  Stearns,  1  gun,  I  knapsack. 

Israel  Kenney,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Thos*  Pratt,  1  gun,  1  knapsack,  i  tumpline. 

Nath'  Patten,  1  knapsack,  1  jacket,  1  tumpline. 

David  Ames,  1  knapsack,  I  cartridge  box,  1  tumpline. 

Sam*  Jewett,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Wm.  Wood,  1  gun,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Benj*  Cumings,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Francis  Powers,  1  gun,  1  bayonet. 

Wm.  Adams,  1  knapsack. 

Josiah  Fisk,  1  knapsack,  1  cartridge  box,  1  tumpline. 

Wilder  Chamberlin,  1  knapsack. 

Nehemiah  Pierce,  1  knapsack,  1  hat,  1  tumpline. 

Abel  Conant,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline. 

Uriah  Wright,  1  knapsack,  1  tumpline.  (I) 

(l)The  e8iimate<l  value  of  the  alxivesaid  artii-les,  was  ion  au  average)  for  a  gun,  £2:  4:0r. 
a  knapsack,  0 :  1:  6;  a  jacket,  0:  16:  0;  a  cartridge  box,  0:  4:  8;  a  tumpline,  (» :  1 :  6,  <Sc. 

"  Tampline  "  —  A  strap  placed  across  the  forehead  to  assist  a  man  in  carrying  a  pack  oi» 
his  back.—  Web.  Mc. 
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Mbn's  Names. 


Jamef  McConnor . . 

William  Eliot  

Francis  Powers 

William  Wood  .... 
Ebenezer  Townsetid 
Ezekiel  Proctor.  . . . 
Sampson  Powers. . . 
Phinephas  Nevin*. . 

Williiun  A.lams 

Libeou.s  Wheeler. 

Thomas  Wheat 

Isa;ic  Stearns 

Peter  Poor 

Ephraim  Bloo<l 

Xehemiah  Peiise  . . 
Jonathan  Powers.. 
Nathaniel  Pattin. . 
Jacob  Spaulding  . . 

Peter  Cumings 

Kvan  [or  Eban]  Dow 

<  aleb  Eastman 

Isaac  Hobart 

-lames  Mcintosh  . . 

Amos  Taylor 

James  Fisk 

Jeremiah  Shattuck. 

Jacob  Boynton 

Jacob  Read 

Nahum  Powers. . . . 
Moses  Tlmr.'iton.  . . . 

Sam'l  Horslev 

John  Platta . ' 

Minot  Farnum 


■M     ' 

AprU  23. 

Hollis 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

;w 

Do. 

Do. 

•23     ; 

Do. 

Do. 

22 

Do. 

Do. 

4() 

Do. 

Do. 

26 

Do. 

Do. 

17 

Do. 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

23 

Do. 

Do. 

24 

Do. 

Do. 

38 

Do. 

Do. 

21 

Do. 

Do. 

37 

Do. 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

72 

Do. 

Do. 

41 

Do. 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Do. 

Do. 

21 

Do. 

Do. 

22 

Do. 

Do. 

19 

Do. 

Do. 

.30 

Do. 

Rabv. 

27 

Do. 

HoUi^ 

37 

Do. 

Do. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

1!) 

Do. 

Do. 

48 

Do. 

Do. 

:« 

Do. 

Plymouth 

48 

July  15 

Hollii. 

23 

April  2.S 

Do. 

27     - 

Do. 

Do. 

25 

Do. 

Do. 
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7c»  the  Committee  of  iS up/ dies  for  the  Coline  of  Neio  hampshire. 
[Copied  from  Revy  Pap.,  p.  807.  | 

These  are  to  iufbrm  you  of  the  uuraber  of  (iuus  with  y*"  Valuatiou  Prised 
by  us  th(!  Subscribers  &  also  of  Blankets  which  we  sent  to  Supply  the  Soldiers 
that  weut  into  the  Sax  vice  of  the  Continental  Army  ami  Sarved  in  Coll"  John 
Stark's  Kisimentand  Capt.  Thormus  M'l^lathlon  [McLauihlin]  Company  with 
the  Names  of  the  Soldit;rs  that  roceivid  the  Guns  &  Blankatd  as  we  Expect 
Six  Shillin  for  the  Use  of  Each  fiun  if  returned  .md  pay  for  the  Blankets  as 
Prised  with  six  Shilimzs  for  the  use  of  Each  Gun  it  p;iy  for  tli-  Blankets  We. 
Would  Be  Glead  if  you  would  pay  to  the  B.'arer  h'\ir  of  Capt.  Caleb  Page 
the  Soldiers  Names  With  the  Valuation  of  Blankets  and  use  uf  the  Guns  in 
one  Colhmi. 


Robert  Piogi:  one  Gun  lost  in  the  Sarvis  valued 

Solomon  Hutchinson  one  Gun  Valued  2.£  14.x  use 

James  Farsou  one  Blanket  Value 

.lonathan  Smith  one  (iun  Value  lit  \P>n  &  one 

Blanket  Valued  I'J.s  With  the  use  of  tlie  Gun  is 

James  (ileadins;  one  Blanket  Value 

Edmon<l  Davise  one  Bl  itiket  Valued 

Joshawe  (ieaiZ'-  one  Blankett  Value 

Thom.is  liuse  one  Gun  Viiin'd   1£    IfJ.s  Use 


in  all 
D.if'il  Decmber  V  li: 


John  Hogg      / 
Robert  Hogg,  ) 
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.Selectmen  for 
Dunbarton. 
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[^Journal  refiumed  /rom  page  585.] 

Voted  —  Whereas  it  is  evident  that  many  III  conse<nicnces 
have  followed  upon  so  large  a  use  of  spirituous  Li((uors  as  has 
been  commonly  practiced  upon  the  Publication  of  Commissions 
<fc  other  Military  occasions,  some  persons  drinking  to  excess, 
which  leads  to  Confusion  &  Disturbance  &  greatly  ten<Is  to  Frus- 
trate the  proper  en<l  &  Design  of  such  Military  regulations  and 
Movements,  viz.  the  Improvement  of  the  soldiers  in  the  use  of 
Arms,  It  being  the  Duty  and  Interest  of  u  People  to  avoid  Ex- 
travagance and  dissipation  at  all  times,  and  Especially  at  such  a 
<iay  as  this  When  we  are  under  the  awful  rebukes  of  Providence, 
[p.  108.]  and  the  burden  of  Publick  charges  mnst  Necessarily  be 
very  great ;  This  Congress  have  tho't  themselves  in  Duty  bound 
earnestly  to  recommend  it  to  the  soldiers  That  they  will  not 
expect  nor  Desire  such  Large  &  Extravagant  Treats  as  have  been 
(we  cannot  but  say  too  m\ick)  used  heretofore,  Nothing  Doubting 
but  all  that  are  Friends  to  virtue  and  Frugality,  and  have  a  gen- 
erous regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  will  be  pleased  & 
gratitS^'ij  with  a  retrenchment  of  all  Extravasjance  in  this  wav  ; 
an*l  therefore  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all  officers  in  the 
Militia  whether  of  higher  or  lower  rank  to  forbear  all  Extrava- 
gance &  Practice  a  laudable  Moderation  «fe  Economy  in  this  way — 
And  particularly  we  recommend  that  at  the  Meetings  of  the  sol- 
diers to  choose  their  respective  officers,  there  by  no  means  be  any 
Treats  given  or  receiv'd  if  otFered,  Antecedent  to  such  choice,  all 
which  we  think  is  agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  Hon''"*^  Conti- 
nental Congress. 


Aug"  31". 

Voted,  That  the  towns  of  Cardigan(l),  Grafton,  Protect  worth  (2) 
<fe  Saville  (8)  be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  and  made  a  Part  of 
the  Reginxent  under  the  command  of  Col"  .Jonathan  Chase. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Sparhawk  and  Major  Ilubbart  be  added  to 
the  Committee  for  drawing  up  Instructions  for  our  Delegates  to 
the  Continental  Congress. 

Voted,  (upon  a  motion  of  Col"  March)  That  the  vote  of  the 
24"'  Instant  appointing  William  Whipi)le  Esq'  Colonel  of  the 
first  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  be  reconsidered. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  William  Whipple  be  and  hereby  is  appointed 
Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony. 

[p.  109.]     Voted,  That  Benjamin  Barker   be  appointed  Firat 

(DOrange.  (2)  Springlield,  anJ  (3)  Wendell.— En. 
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Major  of  the  First  Ree^'  ^mt  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  &>  Ephraim 
Pickering:  Second  Ma! 

Voted,  That  .John  Giddinge  Esq''  the  late  Treasurer  of  the 
Congress  have  the  Loan  of  Twenty  Nine  pounds  Eighteen  sh''- 
lings  &  Ten  Pence  L  ray.  to  be  Deliver'd  him  by  the  Receiver 
General  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury  to  be  accounted  for  by  said 
Oiddinge. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  E*lan  for  the  future 
Representation  of  this  Colony,  made  report  —  as  on  file  — 

Voted,  That  it  Lay  for  consideration. 

[Note. —  The  following  paper,  though  without  date,  appears  to  be  the 
report  referred  to.     See  MS.  State  Papers,  Vol.  II..  p.  349. — Ed.] 

The  Com'^  to  prepare  a  plan  for  Representation  in  future  for  this  Colony, 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following,  viz: 

That  every  Town  or  Parish  consisting  of  100  Families  Inhabitants  of 
Freehold,  shall  have  the  Liberty  to  send  one  member  to  Represent  them  — 
saving  such  old  Towns  or  Parishes  as  have  not  the  Nij  aforesaid,  who  have 
heretofore  sent  a  member  to  the  Assembly,  such  old  Towns  or  Parishes  shall 
still  have  the  Liberty  to  send  as  usual. 

That  each  Town  or  Parish  consisting  of  200  Inhabitants  or  Familys  as 
afores*'  may  have  the  liberty  of  send»  2  members  each,  &  no  more,  except 
Portsm"*.  &  they  not  to  send  more  than  3. 

That  any  Town  or  Parish,  that  have  not  100  Inhabitants  of  Freehold,  each 
Town  &  Parish  in  that  case,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  joining  as  many  as  will 
make  up  the  100  Inhabitants  as  afores**,  as  they  can  agree  &  Elect  one  person 
to  Represent  them. 

That  every  Freeholder,  being  an  Inhabitant  shall  have  the  liberty  of  Vot- 
ing in  the  choice  of  Representatives. 

That  every  person  elected  shall  have  a  Real  Estate  in  the  Colony  worth 
£200 :  The  meeting  to  be  Regulated  by  the  Moderator  &  Selectmen  —  saving 
an  appeal  to  the  Congress. 

Tliat  each  Member  be  paid  by  the  Town  or  Towns  they  respectively  Repre- 
sent in  proportion  as  they  pay  s**  Tax,  for  their  atttend*;  their  Travail  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury. 

That  any  person  having  a  Real  Estate  of  the  Value  of  £20  in  any  Town  or 
Parish  where  they  meet  for  the  choice  of  Representatives,  shall  have  the 
Liberty  of  Voting  in  such  choice  —  although  he  be  not  an  Inhabitant  in  s<' 
Town  or  Parish  at  the  time  of  such  Election. 


Sept.  V 

Whereas  there  is  great  complaint  made  of  tlie  gross  Violation 
of  the  Association  formed  by  the  Hon'''*  Continental  Congress, 
by  Merchants  and  Traders  (both  in  Town  &>  Country)  selling 
English  goods,  at  a  much  higher  price  than  has  been  usual  in  the 
year  last  past,  and  that  even  Tea  is  sold  by  some  one  ])erson  at 
least;  and  that  the  Committees  of  Inspection  being  some  of  them 
Traders  in  such  Goods  themselves,  or  in  connection  with  those 
that  are,  have  not  in  every  case  &  upon  every  occasion  Taken  due 
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oare  &  p;iina  to  Prevent  &  remedy  such  an  Unreiihoriable  Practice, 
Therefore 

Resolved  by  tliis  Compress,  That  any  person  or  persons  selling 
or  offering  to  sale  any  Eiifjlish  Goods  at  an  Extravagant  price,  or 
:iny  Tea,  contrary  to  the  Expiess  Terxjr  of  the  Continental  Associa- 
tion, and  not  De.dt  with  by  the  Committee  ot"  siicli  Town  or  place 
where  he  or  they  belong  (such  Comittee  being  notitied  thereof  & 
refusing)  may  be  cited  before  the  Committee  of  any  Neighboring 
Town  within  Ten  Miles,  to  answer  any  complaints  of  this  kind 
properly  exhibited  before  such  Committee,  and  upon  refusal  to 
appear  or  sufficient  Proof  made  of  the  Complaint  so  exhibited, 
and  no  sufficient  satisfaction  given,  that  such  extravagant  sale  of 
fiuch  goods  as  aforesaid  shall  be  Discontinued,  such  person  or  Per- 
sons to  be  piiblished  to  the  world  as  Enimical  to  their  country, 
that  all  persons  note  them  and  avoid  all  commercial  Intercourse 
with  them  according  to  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

[p.  110.]  Whereas  this  Congress  on  the  25""  of  August  last,  by 
their  vote  Directed  George  Jaffrey,  Esq'  late  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  to  lay  his  Treasury  Accounts  before  this  Congress  in 
•jrder  for  settlement  on  Tuesday  then  next,  which  time  is  now 
past,  and  the  said  (late)  Treasurers'  not  appearing,  nor  writing  to 
this  Congress  to  give  any  reason  for  his  not  appearing  is  very  un- 
satisfactory, and  something  oti'ered  by  Noah  Emery  Esq^  in  Ex- 
cuse for  his  Non-Appearance,  not  having  sufficient  weight  in  the 
opinion  ot  this  Body  — 

Therefore  it  is  now  once  more  Voted  &  Resolved  That  said 
George  Jaffrey  Esq""  be  directed  to  lay  his  said  account  before  this 
Congress  for  their  Inspection  &  settlement  on  the  second  day  of 
their  sitting  next  after  the  first  day  of  October  next. 

Upon  considering  the  Representation  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Portsmouth  relating  to  sundry  persons  committing  an 
outrage  or  Assault  on  the  Property  of  one  Mr.  Woodward  — 

Voted  That  the  Committees  of  Safety  of  Portsmouth  be  Desired 
to  require  of  the  Delinquents  Bonds  with  Sureties  in  sufficient 
sum  for  their  appearance  to  answer  to  said  Woodward's  Com- 
plaint at  some  future  time,  before  said  Committee,  and  upon  their 
refusal  to  commit  them  to  Goal : —  and  that  saiii  Committee  be 
Desired  to  take  particular  care  to  hinder  Gaming,  agreeable  to  the 
recommendation  ot  the  Continental  Congress. 

Voted,  that  Four  Regiments  of  Minute  men  be  raised,  to  be 
Enlisted  out  of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia  in  this  Colony, 
viz.  The  first  to  be  Enlisted  out  of  the  four  Regiments  com- 
manded by  Col"  Whipple,  Col"  Evans,  Col"  Moulton^  and  Col"  Gil- 
snan ;  The  second  to  be  Enlisted  out  of  the  several  Regiments  of 
Col"  Bartlett,  that  lately  Col"  Thornton's,  that  lately  Col"  Lut- 
wyche's  and  that  lately  Col"  Kidder's ;  The  third  to  be  Enlisted 
out  of  the  several  Regiments  commanded  by  Col°  Moore,  Col" 
[p.  111.]  Stickney,  Col°'Badger  &  Col"  Hobart;  and  the  Fourth  to 
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be   Enlisted  out   of  the  several  Regiments  commanded  by  Col" 
Ashley,  Col°  Bellows,  Col°  Chase  and  Col°  Morey. 

Voted,  Joshua  VVingate  to  be  first  Colonel  of  the  first  Re^i- 
raent  of  Minute  men,  Jonathan  Burnam  to  be  Lieut.  Colonel, 
James  Hackett  to  be  first  Major  and  George  Gains  to  be  second 
Major. 

Voted,  Samuel  Hobart,  Esq""  to  be  first  Colonel  of  the  second 
Regiment  of  Minute  men,  Robert  Moore  to  be  Lieut  Colonel. 
Samuel  Philbrick  to  be  first  Major  and  Timothy  FaiTar  to  be 
Second  Major. 

Voted,  Timothy  Walker  jun"^  to  be  first  Colonel  of  the  third 
regiment  of  Minute  men,  Samuel  Connor  to  be  Lieut,  Colonel, 
Daniel  Sanborn  Esq'  first  Major  and  Benjamin  Goold  second 
Major. 

Voted,  Samuel  Stevens  Esq'  to  be  first  Colonel  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Minute  men,  Thomas  Gilbert  to  be  Lieut.  ColoneU 
John  Griswold  to  be  first  Major  and  Elisha  Whitcomb  second 
Major. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Samuel  Hobart,  John  Dudley  Esq'.  Mr.  Moses 
Dow,  Tho'  Sparhawk  Esq'  .Jonathan  Lovewell  Esq.  Benjamin 
Giles  Esq  &  Col"  Timothy  Walker  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
vote  for  settling  &  regulating  the  Minute-men  as  to  their  Enlist- 
ment, Equipment  &  Encouragement,  and  as  to  Commissioning' 
them  &  giving  other  orders  concerning  them. 


Sept'  •J''. 

Voted,  That  the  Report  of  the  aforesaid  Committee  be  receive*! 
&  accepted,  as  follows :  viz.  That  tlie  Field  Officers  of  each  Regi- 
ment of  minute-men  give  out  Enlisting  orders  to  as  many  men  as 
is  necessary  for  officers  in  their  respective  Regiments  (endeavoring' 
to  proportion  them  among  the  several  Towns  as  near  as  may  be) 
and  that  they  have  liberty  to  Enlist  one  fourth  or  Quarter  pait 
out  of  each  Company  of  Militia;  —  that  great  care  be  taken  that 
said  orders  be  given  out  to  good  men,  well-disposed  in  the  Cause 
of  this  Country, —  That  each  soldier  Enlisted  as  aforesaid  Furnish 
himself  with  arms  <fec.  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
[p.  112.]  Continental  Congress: — That  every  Soldier  Enlisted  as^ 
aforesaid  shall  meet  at  some  convenient  place  in  their  own  Town 
According  to  the  order  of  the  Commanding  officer  one  half  day 
ax  every  Fortnight  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  Art  Military, 
and  Every  person  so  enlisted,  when  called  to  actual  Duty  (except- 
ing the  aforesaid  halt-days)  shall  be  allowed  the  same  wages  per 
month  as  are  allowed  for  those  already  in  service  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army :  Said  soldiers  to  continue  in  the  service  till  Further 
orders  of  the  Congress.  / 


1775.]  ,    FOURTH   PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.  609 

Voted,  That  Ezekiel  Guintner  the  Doorkeeper  to  the  Two  late 
houses  of  Assembly  be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury  Three  shillinsfs  per  day  tor  his  attendance  on  the 
said  Assemblys,  by  certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  s:iid  Assemblys. 

Voted,  That  there  be  R.iised,  Levyed  &  Paid  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants ot  this  Colony  in  the  same  Proportion  as  was  last  used  in 
Proportioning  the  Tax  of  this  Colony,  the  Sum  of  four  thousand 
Pounds  L.  m'y  (instead  of  the  three  thousand  Voteil  by  this  Con- 
gress in  May  last)  and  paid  unto  Nicholas  Gilman  Esq'' of  Exeter, 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver  Gen' 
of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  by  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  and  That  the  said  Treasurer  Issue  his  Warrants  for  assessing 
the  same,  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town  in  this  Colony,  and 
where  there  are  no  Selectmen,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  such  Town 
or  place  receive  the  said  Warrant  and  Imediately  assemble  and 
choose  selectmen  and  other  necessary  officers  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  assist  the  Receiver  Gen- 
eral in  forming  Warrants  for  Assessing  &  Levying  the  Colony 
Tax  for  this  year. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  ot  Safety  be  Impowered  to  give  a 
form  of  Enlistment  of  the  minute  men  to  the  several  Colonels  of 
the  regiments  of  Minute  men.  (1) 

[p.  113.]  Voted  That  the  Company  of  Matrosses  or  Artillery 
men  under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Titus  Salter  be  forthwith  Mus- 
tered by  Col°  Hobart,  and  that  they  be  allow'd  to  draw  their 
allowance  of  provisions  according  to  the  allowance  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  and  that  Samuel  Cutts  Esq'  be  Desired  to  Provide 
for  them  until  further  orders  of  this  Congress  or  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  it  be  Recommended  to  the  several  Taverners  and 
Retailers  in  this  Colony  to  Render  a  true  Account  of,  and  Pay 
their  Excise  for  the  current  year  to  the  selectmen  of  their  Respec- 
tive Towns  and  places.  And  that  the  said  Selectmen  pay  the  same 
to  the  Receiver  General  for  the  time  being,  for  the  use  of  this- 
Colony. 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  last 
day  of  October  next  at  three  of  the  clock  Afternoon  to  meet  at 
this  place,  And  that  if  any  thing  should  happen  in  the  mean  time 
that  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  think  of  sufficient  importance. 
That  they  have  Power  to  convene  this  Congress  sooner.     • 

(1)  See  Form  of  Enlistment,  in  Rec.  of  Com.  of  Safety,  as  printed  in  Vol.  VII.,  Coll.  of 
N.  H.  Hist.  See.,  p.  21.—  Ed. 

39 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[The  following  correspondence  passed,  with  other  public  documents,  be- 
tween the  time  of  ac^ourument,  Sept.  2'*,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  Oct.  31«,  1775.— Ed. 


Letter  from  the  iV!  S.  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress^  to 
the  JV.  H.  Committee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  n.,  p.  79.] 

Wiusor  (1),  9'i  Septem.  1775. 
Gent  — 

By  a  Gen'  just  from  New  York  informs  us  that  a  vessell  had  arrived  there, 
the  Capt.  of  which  Informs,  that  there  was  great  Disturbances  in  the  City  of 
London  and  many  other  places  in  England,  concerning  American  affairs, 
which  is  much  in  our  favor  —  inclosed  is  the  Proceedings  of  the  City  of 
London,  by  which  you'll  see  the  Spirit  of  the  People.  We  are  also  told  that 
a  quantity  of  Powder  has  arrived  (within  a  few  days)  in  this  Colony.  We 
shall  make  all  Possible  Dispatch  to  join  the  Congress.  The  Massachusetts 
members  are  but  a  few  days  before  «s, 

We  are  with  respect 

Gen'  your  most  obed'  serv'* 

JosiAH  Bartlett, 


To  the  Com'«e  of  Safety 
Province  N.  Hamp'. 


JOHIf  Laxgdon. 


Letter  from.    Colo.  Israel  Morey  to  the    Committee   of  Safety 
relating  to   Coll.  Bedell,  etc. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  IL,  p.  71. J 

Orford,  Sepf  12'n,  1775. 
Gentlemeit  — 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  Col^  Bedell  march'd  with  his  Companys  last 
Thursday,  Fryday  &  Saturday,  Excepting  Twenty  men  belonging  to  Capt. 
Osgood  which  came  to  Orford  last  evening,  and  went  ofif  this  morning  in 
High  spirits.  I  think  a  Number  of  very  fine  soldiers  in  each  Company,  Major 
Israel  Curtis  of  Hanover  rais'd  a  Company  of  Vollenteers  in  three  Days  and 
march'd  on  Sunday  from  Hanover,  and  this  Day  left  Orford  in  company  with 
Capt.  Osgood.  Its  Expected  that  a  Number  more  will  soon  follow  the  Ex- 
ample—  A  most  noble  spirit  this — a  Number  of  which  from  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. I  have  help'd  fix  them  out  &  Hope  the  Comittee  &  Congress  will  think 
that  I  did  what  was  Right  tho'  at  my  own  Risk  at  present.  The  Major  and 
men  are  to  join  the  Army  if  wanted,  but  if  not  upon  his  Hook,  and  to  return 
when  not  wanted.     Lieut.  Allen  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  Brot  Express 

(1)  Probably  Windsor,  Ct.,  written  while  on  their  way  to  join  the  Continental  Con- 
gresB.— Ed. 
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orders  from  Col"  Bedell  to  march  immediately.  I  think  he  haa  acted  himself 
much  to  his  Honor  in  pushing  the  Companys  forward.  Mr.  Allen  has  Inlisted 
a  Company  of  about  Forty  Five  Men  nigh  here,  most  of  which  March'd  off 
with  Col"  Beedel,  which  Col"  Butte  f  supply' d  with  Meat,  Bread  &c.  The 
occasion  of  Maj"^  Curtis  raising  these  men  was  by  News  from  Gen'  Schuyler 
that  He  wanted  Men,  and  that  the  Gen'  had  mov'd  off  with  his  army  and 
was  sick  with  the  Fever  &  Agers  when  he  mov'd  forward.  Mr.  Allen  In- 
forms us  that  Capt.  Baker,  one  of  the  Captains  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys 
was  killed  by  our  Eluemy  —  who  was  a  Brave  officer. 

I  think  Gent"  its  of  much  importance  that  the  Commissions  for  the  Regi- 
ments are  forward  by  Mr.  Porter  the  Post,  as  you  must  think  that  our  Min- 
ute men  should  be  in  readiness  as  we  don't  know  how  the  attUirofour  Army 
may  turn  gone  against  St.  Johns,  if  our  Army  is  defeated  our  Minute-men 
&c.  most  certainly  will  be  wanted  &  as  Mr.  Porter  comes  Round  by  them 
that  he  can  bring  all  the  Commissions  for  the  Four  Regiments  on  Connec- 
ticut River  &  for  the  Minute-men,  with  Blanks  for  the  Capts.  &c. 
I  am,  Gent",  with  respect, 

y  Humb'  Serv' 

Israel  Morey. 
To  the  Hon"^'  Comittee  of  Safety. 


Letter  from  our  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress  relating 

to   Col.  Fenton. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  83.] 

Philadelphia,  Septembr  20"i,  1775. 
Deab  Sir  — 

Yesterday  it  was  mov'd  in  Congress  to  discharge  Col.  Fenton  from  his  con- 
finement. It  seems  that  he  living  at  Hartford  had  an  opportunity  to  see 
several  of  the  members  as  they  passed  to  &  from  the  army  &  by  liis  polite- 
ness «fe  address  and  by  telling  how  much  he  had  suffer'd,  had  prejudic'' some 
of  them  that  he  had  been  hardly  Dealt  with  by  us;  the  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  General  Putnam  was  also  produced,  wherein  he  says,  '"That  the  Popu- 
"  lace  had  seized  him  and  carried  him  before  the  Congress  of  N.  Hampshire, 
"  and  that  after  a  full  hearing  they  could  not  hud  that  he  had  done  anything 
"  against  the  Liberties  of  America  in  Word  or  Deed,  but  for  fear  that  he 
"  might,  had  ordered  him  to  be  confined."  But  as  we  knew  the  whole  of 
that  affair  we  convinced  the  Con^^'ress  that  our  Convention  had  done  risht. 
The  Congress  then  Passed  a  Resolve  to  this  effect,  "That  whereas  the  Con- 
"  vention  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  had  pnidently  d:  justly  ordered 
"  Col.  John  Fenton  to  be  confined,  and  that  he  being  now  Desirous  to  Re- 
"  move  to  Great  Brittain  or  Ireland,  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  Directed  to  allow  Col.  Fenton  to 
"  Repair  forthwith  to  New  York,  and  from  thence  to  Great  Brittain  or  Ire- 
"  land,  on  his  giving  his  Parole  not  to  take  up  arms  against  America,"  which 
order  your  Delegates  consented  to,  thinking  it  better  than  keeping  him  con- 
fined at  the  Publick  Expenst-. 

As  to  Publick  news  you  will  see  it  is  in  the  Publick  prints  and  we  have  no 
other  that  we  can  at  present  communicate.  We  should  be  glad  to  Receive 
from  you  all  possible  Intelligence  of  our  affairs,  and  shall  think  it  our  Duty 
to  write  you  often  Even  tho'  it  were  only  to  tell  you  we  have  nothing  new  to 
inform  you  of. 

We  are  your  most  obedient  Humble  serv'* 

JOSIAH   BABTLETT, 

John  Langdon. 
Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  N.  Hampshire,  to 
be  communicated. 
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Gen.  Sullivan  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  87.] 

Winter  Hill  Septem''  23'»,  1775. 
Much  Respected  Gentlemen  — 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  your  Troops  from  New  Hampshire  have 
more  Reason  to  complain  &  actually  do  complain  more  than  any  other 
Troops  in  the  army.  General  Washington  gave  it  out  m  orders  that  all  the 
Troops  should  be  paid  up  to  the  Fourth  of  August;  all  the  other  Colonies 
have  complied  though  not  strictly  obliged  thereto  by  the  original  contract, 
&,  why  New  Hampshire  should  Refuse  I  can  by  no  means  conceive,  as  the 
men  must  be  paid  sooner  or  Later  &  as  the  money  now  Emitted  is  not  on 
Interest  it  can  make  no  Ditference  to  the  Province  whether  they  are  paid 
now  or  two  lAonths  hence ;  but  to  the  men  the  ditference  is  very  great,  a? 
their  families  are  in  immediate  necessity  and  can  by  no  means  do  without  it. 
All  the  money  you  advance  to  make  yoiir  Troops  comfortable  will  be  rep'^id 
by  the  Congress,  &  therefore  can  be  no  disadvantage  to  you.  I  wish  you 
were  acquainted  with  ihe  Complaints  &  murmurings  of  your  Troops.  They 
have  long  been  kept  out  of  their  Blankets  and  are  now  kept  out  of  their  coats. 
They  have  long  been  Exposed  to  the  weather  without  coats  or  Blankets. 
The  officers  who  bore  their  Expenses  here  have  never  received  any  pay.  The 
Committee  here  seem  to  have  been  Employed  the  whole  time  in  riding  back 
&  Ibrth  to  bring  small  sums  of  money  to  pay  part  of  the  soldiers,  to  make  the 
others  mutinous  &  uneasy.  This,  Gentlemen,  has  been  the  case  respecting 
those  Troops,  which  I  venture  to  pronounce  the  very  best  in  the  Army. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  sure  that  there  must  have  been  a  great  defect  somewhere : 
Where  it  is  or  to  whom  you  will  impute  the  iniquity  time  alone  rai^st  Dis- 
cover; it  must  be  allowed  that  suffering  the  New  Hampshire  Troops  to  re- 
main in  so  wretched  a  situation  for  such  a  length  of  time  will  never  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  or  have  the  least  Tendency  to  Enable  us  to  Raise 
another  Army  after  this  is  Disbanded,  but  the  Reverse.  I  must  therefore  as 
a  friend  to  the  Continent  in  general  &  the  Colony  in  particular  beg  &  Intreat 
j'ou  to  send  some  trusty  person  here  with  money  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  inen 
in  order  to  have  them  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  admit 
&  you  will  thereby  much  assist  the  common  cause  of  America  and  particu- 
larly obledge,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obed* 

Humble  Serv', 

Jn»  Sullivan. 

The  Hon'^'^  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  New  Hampshire. 


Answer  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  foregoing  letter  of 

Gen.  Sullivan. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  i  Ser.,  Vol.  IH.,  p.  827.] 

Committee  of  Safety,  September  28,  1775. 

Sir  —  Tours  of  the  23'*  Instant  we  this  moment  received,  and  in  Answer 
thereto,  must  observe  we  are  equally  sorry  with  you  that  the  New  Hampshire 
Troops  complain,  or  have  occasion  for  complaint.  The  cause  we  think  is 
obvious.  When  our  Congress  raised  their  Troops,  they  promised  them  one 
month's  pay,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  emitted,  and  the  remainder  when  they 
should  be  disbanded.  The  latter  end  of  July  last,  a  Sub-Committee  from 
this  waited  on  Gen'  Washington,  to  get  information  from  him  what  was  far- 
ther expected  from  the  Colony,  towards  supplying  and  paying  our  Troops ; 
who  reported  that  the  General  told  them  he  every  day  expected  the  appoint- 
meat  of  a  Commissary-General,  and  that  as  soon  as  that  took  place  he  should 
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take  cliarge  of  the  whole  Army  as  Continental,  and  provide  for  and  (as  they 
understood  him)  pay  their  whole  wages  except  the  first  month's,  which  this 
Colony  had  advanced.  Upon  which  report,  our  Congress  voted  to  emit  such 
a  sum  of  money  as  they  judged  sufficient  to  pay  for  supplying  our  Troops, 
and  some  other  contingencies,  until  the  Commissary-Oeneral  took  charge  of 
them,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  last  day  of  October  next. 

Tills  Committee  never  had  an  idea  that  it  would  he  expected  from  the  Col- 
ony to  pay  the  Troops  any  more  wages,  nor  ever  received  the  most  distant 
hint  of  the  kind  from  any  person  whomsoever,  until  General  Wa.shington 
lately  made  a  requisition  for  the  payment  of  one  month's  wages  to  those  sol- 
diers of  this  Colony  who  were  going  to  Quebeck  with  Col.  Arnold,  who,  by 
the  way,  would  have  peaceably  accepted  one  month's' pay,  agreeable  to  the 
requisition,  had  it  not  been  for  your  postoript  to  Ichabod  Rollins,  Esq.  "  that 
those  who  had  not  been  paid  up  to  the  mouth  of  August  ought  to  be  paid 
immediately,"  which  they  saw,  and  utterly  refused  to  proceed  without  being 
paid  accordingly ;  whereby  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them  two  months'  wages, 
instead  of  the  one  General  Washington  required. 

Previous  to  this,  we  had  sent  two  of  this  Committee  to  wait^upon  General 
\V;ishington  and  to  inquire  into  some  matters  relating  to  the  Army,  who 
report,  "  That  when  they  arrived  at  the  Camp,  they  were  told  General  Wash- 
ington had  given  it  out  in  General  Orders  that  the  Troops  should  be  paid  by 
their  respective  Colonies  up  to  August,  and  that  our  soldiers  had  been  told 
they  luight  daily  expect  this  Colony  to  send  the  money  for  that  purpose ;" 
which  surprised  them  very  much,  as  it  does  all  of  us,  that  the  soldiers  should 
be  made  to  expect  what  the  Colony  was  ignorant  of,  and  could  not  possibly 
perform.  They  waited  on  General  Washington  and  conversed  with  him  on 
the  subject.  He  informed  them  that  Connecticut  and  one  other  State  (which 
they  supposed  was  Rhode  Island)  had  desired  him  not  to  pay  their  Troops; 
and  that  General  Sullivan  had  told  him  New  Hampshire  "  could  iis  well  pay 
their  Troops  as  not."  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  giving  said  orders,  at  a 
time  the  military  chest  was  almost  empty,  and  the  money  long  expected  from 
Philadelphia  was  not  arrived.  That  the  Massachusetts  Troops  had,  besides 
the  mouth's  pay  advanced,  received  but  one  month's  wages  and  that  out  of 
the  Continental  money. 

As  to  the  blankets,  we  always  understood  that  there  was  only  a  few  but 
•were  supplied  long  ago:  and  those  few  we  supposed  'the  officers  (as  there  was 
a  constant  intercourse)  had  received  from  the  Selectmen  of  their  respective 
Towns,  the  way  directed  by  our  Congress. 

Ichabod  Piollins,  Esq.  one  of  our  Committee  of  Supplies  had  orders,  in  July 
last,  to  provide  a  hundred  coats  for  tht)se  persons  who  lost  their  clothes  at 
Charlestown  battle.  And  previous  to  the  reception  of  yours,  we  had  provided 
for  the  payment  of  their  whole  loss,  which  was  as  early  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  Colony  would  admit  of. 

And  now.  Sir,  upon  this  State  of  facts,  which  we  aver  to  be  just,  we  would 
ask  where  the  "  great  defect "  has  been,  and  to  whom  the  uneasiness  of  the 
Troops  ought  to  be  imputed :  whether,  as  circumstances  turned  up,  the  Col- 
ony could  have  done  more,  unless  they  could  have  divined  into  the  determi- 
nations and  consequent  expectations  in  and  about  the  Camp.  Certainly,  if 
it  became  requisite  for  the  Colony  to  have  paid  up  their  Troops  to  the  4"'  of 
August  it  was  necessary  they  should  have  been  notifieil  thereof,  in  order  that 
they  might  have  made  the  provision  ueetlful,  before  the  soldiers  were  encour- 
aged to  expect  the  immediate  payment  thereof. 

However,  we  are  zealous  of  doing  everything  in  our  power  necessary  for 
the  good  of  our  Troops,  the  Army,  and  the  important  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  But  until  a  vote  of  Congress  tor  striking  oti'  more  money,  we  shall 
be  unable  to  a<lvance  any  for  the  payment  of  wages;  we  having  scarcely 
enough  to  pay  for  the  coats  promised  them,  the  loss  at  Bunker's  Hill  Ac. 
which  on  Monday  hiat  we  ordered  to  be  paid,  which,  with  a  month's  wages 
that  General  Washington  assured  our  Committee  he  would  pay  as  soon  as  he 
received  the  money  from  Philadelphia,  which  he  daily  expected,  will  answer 
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their  present  necessities  until  our  Congress  meets,  the  I,-:  of  October  next, 
and  shall  order  money  to  be  struck  off,  which  we  expe.  hey  then  will,  to- 
settle  the  rolls  to  the  4^**  of  August.  And  in  the  mean  time  we  hope  the  of- 
ficers of  the  several  Regiments  will  endeavour  to  keep  and  maintain  quiet  and 
harmony  in  their  respective  corps,  rather  than  raise  difficulties  themselves, 
and  then  instil  them  into  their  meti. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 


Honourable  John  Sullivan,  Esq. 


Matthew  Thornton,  chairman 


General  Sullivan  to  Committee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  Ill,  p.  89. J 

Winter  Hill,  Septemb"^  29'^  1775. 
Much  Respectft    "Gentlemen — 

I  Inclose  you  .i  ?eti»ion  of  the  Field  officers  in  your  Regiments  for  Blank 
Commissions  which  if  agreeable  to  you,  you  will  please  to  send  by  the  Bearer 
Lieut.  Leavit,  but  if  not  I  shall  send  you  the  names  of  those  Recommended 
that  you  may  fill  up  the  vacancies  as  you  think  proper. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  in  extreme  haste,  with  due  respect, 

yf  most  obed'  serv' 

Jn"  Sullivan. 
Hon*^'  Committee  of  Safety 
in  New  Hamp"^. 


Petition  of  the  Field  Officers. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  HI.,  p.  842.  ] 

To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province    of  New 
Hampshire : 

We,  the  Field  officers  of  the  several  New  Hampshire  Regiments  stationed 
at  Winter  Hill  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  among  the  New  Hampshire  as  well 
as  the  other  Forces,  vacanciesare  frequently  occurring;  to  fill  up  which  we 
are  obliged  to  take  the  method  of  applying  to  the  Province  for  an  appoint- 
ment before  we  can  have  those  vacancies  filled  up,  which  not  only  gives  us 
great  trouble,  and  creates  expense,  but  sometimes  leaves  the  Companies  in 
some  measure  unofficered.  To  prevent  which,  as  we  have  a  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral who  we  persuade  ourselves  will  endeavour  to  put  in  such  persons  to  fill 
those  vacancies,  as  will  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Troops  in  general,  we  en- 
treat that  he  may  be  supplied  with  a  number  of  blank  commissions  for  all 
officers  under  the  degree  of  a  Field  officer,  having  particular  regard  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  officers  in  the  Regiment  where  such  an  appointment  is  to 
be  made,  and  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray  &c. 

John  Stark,  Col.  Israel  Gtlman,  Lt.  Col. 

E.vocH  Poor,  Col.  John  McDuffee,  Lt.  Col. 

James  Reed,  Col.  Joseph  Cilley,  Major. 
Isaac  Wyman,  Col. 

September  29,  1775. 
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N'ew  Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety  to   Gen.  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  1775.] 

Exeter,  October  10,  1775. 

Sir. —  We  received  yours  of  the  29""  ultimo,  enclosing  a  petition  of  the 
Field  Officers  to  have  blanks  sent  down  for  Commissions,  to  fill  up  vacan- 
cies &c;  and  if  we  were  authorized  by  the  Con2;ress,  would  comply  without 
delay.  But  this  Committee  were  particularly  instructed  to  make  out  Com- 
missions for  the  Troops,  and  no  liberty  to  delegate  that  power.  We  are  sen- 
sible that  the- officers  of  the  Array  are  more  capable  of  judging  of  fit  persons 
to  be  promoted  to  office  than  the  Committee,  who  have  not  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  how  they  behaved  in  other  stations.  But  as  they  are  not 
authorized  to  do  otherwise,  must  desire  a  list  of  the  vacancies,  with  the  time 
that  they  became  vacant,  and  the  names  of  those  persons  pitched  upon  to 
fill  them,  sent  up;  and  the  Committee  will  endeavor  to  send  down  Commis- 
sions as  soon  as  possible. 

Please  to  communicate  this  to  the  several  New  Hampshire  Colonels. 


Letter  from,  our  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress  to  Matthew 
Thornton^  Esq.^  on  assxcming  Government^  <Jtc. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  IL,  p.  91.] 

Philadelphia,  2^  Octob^,  1775. 
Hon.  Matthew  Thornton  — 

Sir  —  Agreeable  to  your  desire  that  we  should  write,  as  often  as  may  be, 
have  taken  this  early  opportunity,  tho'  little  or  nothing  to  communicate. 

Before  this  comes  to  hand,  doubtless,  you'll  receive  letter  from  our  Presi- 
dent, desiring  your  attendance  at  Head  Quarters,  to  consult  with  a  Com- 
mittee from  this  Congress,  relative  to  the  army.  Docf  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch 
and  Colonel  Harrison  are  the  Committee. 

We  humbly  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  good  opportunity 
to  mention  the  convuls'd  state  of  our  Colony  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 
governm'^  and  also  to  forward  by  them  a  Petition  from  our  Convention,  to  take 
Government;  we  have  consulted  many  of  the  members  on  the  matter,  and 
as  soon  as  Colonel  Bartlett  is  able  to  attend  the  house,  which  will  be  in  a 
few  days,  (as  he's  almost  well  of  the  small-pox)  shall  motion  for  leave  tp  take 
the  same  government  as  Massachusetts  Bay. 

You'll  also  give  us  leave  to  urge  the  forwarding  of  our  Ace'  against  the 
Continent  immediately,  otherwise  there  may  not  be  money  in  the  Conti- 
nental Treasury,  as  ijreat  sums  are  dayly  Drawing  from  thence:  the  Conse- 
quence of  which  will  be,  shall  be  obliged  to  wait  for  another  emition. 

There  has  been  nothing  transacted  in  Congress  as  yet  that  we  are  at  liberty 
to  communicate.  The  .Journals  are  not  yet  printed,  tho'  ready  for  the  Press, 
but  will  be  soon. 

You'll  give  us  leave  to  Repeat  our  Desire  that  our  Convention,  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  will  forward  a  Petition  for  (xovernment,  setting  forth  the 
absolute  necessity  of  it,  the  impossability  of  ta.x-  without  which  is  a  thing 
that  must  be  done,  as  it  would  ruin  us  to  be  emitting  paper  on  every  occa- 
sion.    You'll  pardon  us  for  throw=  out  these  hints. 

We  are,  S"",  your  most  humb'  Serv** 

JosiAH  Bartlett 
John  Lanodon. 
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Letter  from   Ge^ieral  SriUivan  to  the   Committee  of  Safety. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  n.,  p.  95.]  . 

Wiiiter  Hill,  October  4''^,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Your  favour  of  the  28"'  ultimo  is  now  before  me.  I  am 
extremely  sorry  that  you  have  had  such  unexpected  trouble  about  the  Xew 
Hampshire  forces.  I  am  well  appraised  of  your  original  Contract  &  suppose 
there  would  not  have  been  any  Difficulty  had  it  not  arisen  from  the  adoption 
of  the  army  by  the  Continent  &  the  General  orders  for  the  Colony  to  pay 
their  troops  up  to  the  4'''  of  Aug*'  which  the  other  Colonies  complying  with 
»fe  New  Hampshire  neglecting  caused  the  uneasiness  among  the  soldiers.  I 
suppose  the  orders  were  not  seasonably  made  known  to  you  which  perhaps 
may  be  in  some  measure  my  fault,  but  as  you  had  a  Committee  then  on  the 
spot,  and  it  being  more  peculiarly  their  Province  to  acquaint  you,  I  left  it  with 
them,  especially  as  my  hurry  would  scarcely  permit  me  to  write  a  Line.  I 
know  Gen'  Washington  thought  of  paying  them  off  with  Continental  money, 
but  that  not  coming  to  hand  he  found  a  failure  of  his  promise  in  orders 
would  be  Inevitable  unless  some  of  the  Colonies  could  adv.^nce  the  money 
for  their  Troops;  he  applied  to  me:  I  told  him  I  supposed  our  Colony  could 
do  it  as  well  :is  not,  as  it  would  eventually  be  only  exchanging  your  money 
for  Continental  money.  He  also  required  that  the  several  Colonies  should 
clear  off  with  their  men  up  to  the  4"^  of  Aiig*'  &  after  that  ihe  Continent 
was  to  pay  them  &  reimburse  the  Colonies.  This  occasioned  the  Post  script 
in  my  letter  in  favour  of  those  who  went  with  Col"  Arnold  ct  sure  I  am  that 
no  Difficulty  could  arise  in  this  as  the  money  carries  no  Interest  &  you  an?  to 
receive  Continental  money  for  all  you  advance.  Therefore  I  might  well  be 
excused  in  Telling  Gen'  Washington  that  Xew  Hampshire  could  &  would  as 
willingly  do  it  ;\s  Connecticut  &  Rhode  Island.  You  ask  me  where  the  great 
defect  has  been'?  I  never  laid  it  with  you;  but  that  there  was  a  defect  some- 
where, &  I  think  you  have  without  my  assistance  been  pleased  to  point  it  out. 
You  say  that  the  general  orders  were  not  made  known  to  you.  which  surely 
the  Committee  ought  to  have  done.  &  had  I  suspected  they  would  have  been 
<leticient  in  their  Duty,  should  amidst  the  hurry  and  confusion  I  then  was  in, 
have  done  it  myself 

You  say  that  you  understood  there  was  only  a  kw  Blankets  in  arrears, 
which  not  being  the  case  the  persons  in  whom  you  coniided  must  have  been 
Deficient  in  giving  you  proper  information. 

You  say  that  the  Mr.  Rollins  had  orders  in  July  last  to  provide  a  hundred 
Coats.  This  was  not  done,  nor  had  that  attention  been  paid  to  your  orders 
which  you  might  reasonably  expect. 

I  hope  therefore  you,  Gentlemen,  will  readih*  agree  with  me  that  there  was 
a  Defect  somewhere,  it  without  my  assistance  find  out  where  to  place  it.  I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  to  have  it  thousht  I  mean  to  censure  or  condemn 
so  Respectable  a  Body  as  the  Committee  of  Safety.  I  suppose  it  my  Duty  to 
write  facts  as  they  are;  I  shall  thereby  do  justice  to  you  &  acquit  myself 
of  the  charge  of  Indolence  &  inattention.  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  have  so 
just  a  foundation  tor  hinting  that  some  of  the  officers  raise  Difficulties  them- 
selves and  then  Instill  them  into  the  minds  of  the  men.  I  believe  that  is  too 
often  the  case,  but  from  whatever  source  these  Difficulties  sprins  the  Trouble 
to  me  and  Dishonor  to  the  Troops  &  consequently  to  the  Province  is  Equally 
the  same.  I  shall  use  my  Endeavors  to  make  the  Terms  you  propose  in  your 
Letter  as  agreeable  as  possible  to  the  men  6c  spare  no  pains  in  Endeavoring 
to  keep  the  Troops  from  Troubling  you  with  complaints. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obed'  Serv' 

Jn"  Sullivan. 
Hon'"'*  Committee  of  Safety. 
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Letter   from  Committee  of  ^'tfetij  in   Portsmouth^  to   General 

Wishinf/ton. 

[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  .Ser..  Vol.  III.,  p.  960  .] 

Portsmouth  October  2,  1775. 

May  It  Plpdse  your  Excellency  — 

The  Ship  Prince  George,  Richard  EmmeH,  ma.ster,  which  left  Bristol  the 
19  of  July  last,  loaded  with  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  barrels,  and  twenty 
four  luilf-barrels  of  flour,  for  the  supply  of  General  Gage"s  Army,  was  taken 
possession  of  I)y  our  people  this  day,  as  she  entered  the  harbour,  which  the 
master  says  was  a  mistake.  We  think  it  our  duty  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency with  this  matter,  and  that  we  have  ordered  the  Ship  to  the  wharf, 
liaving  unbent  her  sails,  and  appointed  a  sufficient  guard  ou  boanl  to  prevent 
any  embezzlement.  The  m;ister,  yesterday  mornins.  spoke  with  the  Raven, 
t^loop  of  war,  from  England,  bound  to  Boston,  which  had  been  out  ten  weeks. 
This  Committee  have  examined  all  the  letters  and  papers  brought  by  Captain 
Emmi's,  and  find  they  contain  nothing  material. 

I  am,  with  due  respect.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  &,  most  humble  Servant. 


His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


H.  Wentworth,  Chairman, 


Gen.    Washington'' s  Anstcer  to  the  foregoing  Letter. 
[Copied  from  MS,  State  Pap.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  99, | 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  Octo  5, 1775. 

Genti.emkn  —  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  2^ 
instant,  informing  me  that  the  ship  Prince  George,  Captain  Emmes,  from 
Bristol  to  Boston,  with  flour  for  the  enemy,  by  a  mistake  of  the  Captain,  and 
the  spirited  conduct  of  some  of  the  inhabitants,  was  now  in  your  possession, 

1  cannot  but  consider  this  as  a  most  providential  event,  the  state  of  this 
army  being  alone  ilefective  in  that  article.  It  would  therefore  highly  conduce 
to  the  publick  interest,  and  to  our  relief,  to  forward  it  hither  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, which,  I  apprehend  may  be  done  with  safety  and  care  by  water,  as  far 
iis  Salem  or  Marblehead.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  communicate  the  matter 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  for  their  direction,  as  to  the  compensation  to  be 
made  the  captors,  and  the  determination  of  what  property  arises  by  the  cap- 
ture, and  in  wliom  vested. 

Whatever  expenses  may  accrue  in  complyinc  with  tlie  above  request,  and 
whatever  ris(jue  may  be  run  l)y  the  carriage  by  water,  I  will  engage;  but.  as 
I  do  not  learn  there  are  any  ot  the  enemy's  ships  on  the  coast,  I  hope  the 
risfjue  is  very  small. 

I  am.  iS:c. 

(JEOKGE   Wa.sHIXC+TON, 

To  H,  Wentworth,  Chaiiman,  &c, 

P.  S.  One  Mr.  Fisk,  from  Salem,  who  left  Boston  the  day  before  yester- 
day, informs  that  a  sixty-four  gunship,  a  twenty,  and  two  sloops,  with  trans- 
ports of  soldiers,  having  taken  on  board  two  mortars,  howitzers.  &c.  sailed 
on  yesterday.  As  the  design  is  probably  to  batter  som*^  Town  on  the  coast, 
I  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  the  earliest  notice,  and  it  may  i)o  advisable  to 
detain  the  flour  a  few  days,  till  their  destination  can  be  known. 

A  true  copy,  Att. 

Supply  <,lap,  Sec-^. 
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Portsmouth  Committee  to  the  Com,m,ittee  of  Safety.   . 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  11.,  p.  109.  | 

Committee  Hall,  October  7,  1775. 

Gentlemen: — On  the  2d  day  of  this  month,  the  Ship  Prince  George,  oi 
which  Richard  Emraes  is  master  put  into  this  harbour  from  Bristol,  bound  to- 
Boston,  loaded  with  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  barrels  or 
flour.  Upon  notice  of  her  arrival.  Lieutenant  Thomas  Pickering  with  a  boat 
and  hands,  by  order  of  Captain  Titus  Salter,  went  on  jpoard,  and  finding  the 
said  provisions  were  intended  for  the  use  of  Gage's  Army,  he  took  her  into 
possession,  and  brought  her  up  to  this  Town,  and  unbent  the  sails,  and  ap- 
plied to  this  Committee,  on  the  3*^  day  of  this  month.  Messrs.  S.  Sherburne, 
P.  Long  and  G.  Wentworth,  all  of  this  Committee,  were  appointed  to  unload 
her;  and  as  the  Town  is  in  great  want  of  flour,  they  were  desired  to  make 
sale  of  fifty  barrels  for  cash,  and  to  supply  the  fort  therewith ;  but  before  they 
had  accomplished  it,  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  ordered  that  no  part  of 
the  cargo  should  be  taken  out  till  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
the  Province  was  taken  thereupon.  And  we  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  advising  him  of  the  capture ;  to  which  we  have  received 
the  inclosed  answer,  by  which  he  requests  the  whole  may  be  sent  up  to  him, 
as  the  Army  is  in  want  of  it,  and  he  will  be  accountable  for  it.  We  also  rep- 
resent to  you,  that  this  Town  is  destitute  of  flour;  that  not  a  barrel  is  to  be 
bought,  at  any  rate,  for  the  supply  of  the  forts  and  inhabitants;  and  at  best 
six  hundred  barrels  should  be  reserved  for  their  use,  and  to  be  sold  for  the 
cash  only.  Your  advice  is  requested  by  us  in  respect  to  the  disposal  of  thia 
cargo,  and  we  would  wish  it  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  our  government. 
You  will  perceive,  by  General  Washington's  letter  that  an  armament  is  fitting 
out  at  Boston,  upon  some  expedition,  and,  as  he  suspects,  to  bombard  some 
Towns  on  the  coast ;  we  are  not  without  great  suspicion  that  the  enemy  have 
an  intention  upon  this  Town.  With  the  advice  of  Captain  Worthen,  we 
have  thought  proper  to  order  Captain  Robert  Parker  to  enlist  forty-four  men 
immediately,  to  be  stationed  at  the  fort  on  Seavy's  Island,  for  the  present  de- 
fence of  that  fort  for  one  month ;  which  we  hope  will  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, as  we  have  been  induced  thereto  wholly  for  the  publick  safety.  We 
have  appointed  John  Peuhallow,  John  Wendal  and  George  King,  Esqs.  to 
wait  upon  you,  and  to  confer  fully  with  you  on  such  matters  as  may  regard 
the  general  safety. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  Wentworth,  chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 


New  Ham,'pshire  Committee  of  Safety  to  General  Washington.. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  IH.,  p.  967. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire 

October  11,  1775. 

Sir  —  The  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  have  repre- 
sented to  us  that  the  ship  Prince  George,  Captain  Richard  Emmes  master, 
from  Bristol,  bound  to  Boston,  with  provisions  for  the  Army  there,  is  now  in 
their  port  and  in  custody ;  and  that  they  had  represented  the  matter  to  your 
Excellency,  uni  that  you  had  desired  the  whole  cargo  might  be  forwarded  to 
the  Army  under  your  Command. 

This  Colony  have  upwards  of  one  hundred  soldiers  stationed  at  the  batter- 
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ies  erecting  in  our  port,  and  often  two  hundrctl  men  in  a  day,  from  the  Coun- 
try, working  on  the  batteries,  and  there  ia  not,  nor  has  there  been  for  some 
weelts  past,  one  single  barrel  of  flour  to  be  purchased  within  this  Colony.  We 
therefore,  thinking  it  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  common  cause,  have 
ordered  one  hundred  barrels  of  the  tlour  to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  said 
soldiers,  and  doubt  not  it  will  meet  with  your  Elxcellency's  approbation;  and, 
as  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  is  in  great  want  of  bread,  if  the  circumstances  of 
the  Army  will  admit  of  it,  we  should  be  exceeding  glad  that  about  Hve  hun- 
dred barrels  of  the  flour  might  be  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Ports- 
mouth, and  the  money  deposited  in  the  hands  of  some  faithful  person,  until 
the  determination  of  the  Continental  Cousiress,  relative  to  the  said  cargo, 
may  be  known. 

We  should  also  propose  to  your  Excellency's  consideration,  whether  the 
transporting  the  flour  round  Cape  Ann  will  not  be  dangerous.  We  conceive 
it  more  prudent  to  convey  it  in  small  vessels  to  Ipswich  (though  the  land  car- 
riage from  there  is  further  than  from  Marblehead)  than  to  risk  it  round  the 
Cape. 

Your  Excellency's  sentiments  on  this  matter  will  greatly  oblige  your  most 
obedient  servants. 

P.  S.  The  sailors  appear  to  be  pleased  with  the  capture,  but  are  uneasy 
about  their  wages ;  and  we  would  request  your  opinion  whether  or  not  they 
should  be  paid  by  the  sale  of  some  part  of  the  cargo. 


General   Washmgton^ s  Ansicer  to  the  foregoing  Letter. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  127.] 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  October  15,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  —  I  was  yesterday  favoured  with  yours  of  the  11''^  instant, 
wherein  the  necessities  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  and  the  garrison  there, 
for  some  part  of  the  late  capture  of  flour,  are  represented.  Had  I  known 
their  situation,  I  should  have  made  the  application  unnecessary  by  directing 
Mr.  Moylan  (1)  on  the  subject.  They  have  my  cheerful  consent  to  take  what 
is  necessary,  but  perhaps  somewhat  less  than  six  huntlred  barrels  may 
answer  the  present  exigence.  As  our  mutual  wants  are  now  known  to  each 
other,  I  shall  leave  it  to  you  to  reserve  what  quantity  you  think  indispensably 
neccessary. 

I  do  not  see  any  impropriety  in  paying  the  seamen  their  wages  out  of  the 
sales  of  some  part  of  the  cargo,  and  make  no  doubt  it  will  be  approved  in  the 
settlement  of  this  afl'air. 

With  respect  to  the  transportation  of  it  to  Marblehead  or  Salem  by  water, 
I  apprehend  it  must  depend  upon  circumstances,  such  as  the  enemy  being 
upon  the  coast  &c.  of  all  which  Mr.  Moylan  was  directed  to  inform  himself, 
and  then  act  as  should  be  best.  The  expense  of  land  carri;ige  would  be  very 
considerable,  and  I  wish  to  use  all  possible  economy  so  as  to  be  consistant 
with  our  satiety.  You  will  please  to  favour  Mr.  Moylan  with  your  opinion  ott 
the  subject,  to  which  he  will  pay  a  suitable  regard. 

I  am,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washingtok. 
The  Hon.  William  Whipple,  Esq.  Chairman. 

(1)  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  who  was  Commissary  General  of  Musters  to  the  Army,  was 
appointed  by  Gen.  Washington  to  negotiate  and  superintend  the  transpjrtatiou  of  the  said 
flour.  He  ordered  120O  barrels  to  be  carried  by  water  and  <lelivered  to  Haak.  Darby,  at 
Salem,  &c.  \_See  Correspondence  on  this  subject  in  Amer.  Ar.,  4  ser.,  Vol.  111.,  pp.  "J60- 
979.1— Ed. 
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[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  115.  J 

Committee  Hall,  Ocf  11'^,  1775. 

Whereas  a  letter  has  been  rec'd  this  day  from  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  Secretary 
to  his  Excellency  Gen'  Washington,  setting  forth  that  he  has  given  directions 
to  Mr.  Moylan  Muster-Master  General,  to  receive  the  Cargo  of  Flour  on 
board  the  ship  Prince  Geo.  Richard  Emms,  Master,  and  transport  the  same 
to  head  Quarters  for  the  use  of  the  army;  and,  Whereas  the  Com'*^  have 
applyed  to  the  Provincial  Com'«s  of  Safety,  who  have  represented  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  necessity  of  preserving  a  part  of  the  said  Cargo  for  the  use  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in  their  present  necessitous  state, — an  answer 
to  which  is  not  yet  received:  Therefore  — 

Voted,  That  there  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  said  Mr.  Moylan  twelve 
hundred  &  ninety  barrells  of  Flour,  part  of  the  aforesaid  Cargo,  &  that 
Mess"  Geo.  King,  Joshua  Wentworth,  Sam'  Sherburne,  Pearse  Long  &  Geo. 
Wentworth  be  a  Committee  to  assist  the  said  Moylan  in  shipping  the  same. 
By  order  of  the  Comtep  of  Safety. 

H.  Wkntwokth,  Chairman. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Attest  —  Supply  Clap,  Seci> 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to  QenH  Washington. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  l:)!.) 

Colony  of  N.  H. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  Oct'  18,  1775. 

We  have  the  honor  to  ackuowiedge  the  receipt  of  y'-~  of  y**  15"'  Inst.  &  we 
are  deeply  sensible  of  your  benevolence  towards  the  Inhabitants  of  Portam". 

We  have  consulted  the  Committee  of  that  Town  and  concluded  to  forward 
the  whole  cargo  except  400  barrels. 

A  person  of  integrity  is  appointed  to  weigh  off  &  take  an  Account  of  the 
whole  Cargo,  to  sell  three  hundred  bbls.  thereof,  &  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Portsmo,  &  out  of  the  Proceeds  to  pay  the  sailors'  wages. 

Before  the  receipt  of  y"^,  Mr.  Moylan  had  settled  the  method  of  Transporta" 
tion. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 

highest  esteem,  y""  Exc'J'  most  obe' 

ITumb'  serv' 


Another  Letter  from  Portsmouth   Cotnmittee  to  the   (Jommittee 

of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  113.] 

Com'ee  Hall,  Portsm"  9'"  Oct'  1775. 
Gent". 

In  addition  to  what  we  wrote  you. the  7**'  Instant,  We  beg  leave  to  mention 
the  expediency  of  having  a  number  of  Men  at  the  Batteries  in  case  the  Fleet 
mention'd  in  Gen'  Washington's  Letter  should  be  destined  for  this  Port  & 
have  therefore  given  it  in  charge  to  the  Com'^*  appointed  to  wait  on  you  to 
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reciuest  that  a  Number  of  men  properly  officerd  &  equipped  ( We  think  200 
may  be  sufficient)  may  forthwith  be  forwarded  from  the  Towns  not  far  distant 
from  this  in  order  to  attend  at  the  said  Batteries  till  the  destination  of  the 
said  Fleet  is  known,  I  am, 

By  order  of  the  Com'««  of  Safety 

Gentl",  your  most  H'ble  Serv' 

H.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 


Letter  from  Israel  Morey,  Esg,^  to  Coritmittee  of  Safety,  relat- 
ing to  the  siege  of  St.  John. 

[Copied  from  MS,  State  Pap.,  Vol,  II.,  p.  101.  j 

Orford,  6*  October  1775. 
Gent"  — 

A  few  days  since  I  Received  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Palmer  iu  Col.  Bedle 
Com>',  dated  23''  Sept.  informing  me  that  they  were  in  Camp  about  1  1-2  mile 
below  St.  John.  Col.  Bedle  is  there  with  about  1000  men.  I  wo' Id  inform 
you  something  of  the  ingagement  that  they  had  in  landing  &c.  Major 
Brown  attempted  to  Land  and  was  Drove  of  some  time  since,  as  most  likely 
you  have  heard,  with  y*^  loss  of  8  men;  but  since  they  landed  higher  up 
without  much  Loss.  Slaj''  Brown  with  a  party  of  men,  40,  went  partly 
round  St.  Johns  and  took  possession  of  y"  waggen  Road  and  tuck  eight 
waggen  Loads  of  stors  from  Kanda  f  and  convaid  them  so  that  they  were- 
•  weU  secured  from  y"  Enemy,  and  hove  up  one  small  Entrenchment  with  his 
little  No.  of  men;  but  the  Enemy  at  St.  John,  hereing  of  the  affair  sent  out 
a  Party  of  2.50  men  with  two  field  peces  and  obliged  Brown  &c.  to  Retreat 
with  one  of  his  Capt.  mortally  wounded,  and  sum  other  woundeil  men,  y® 
(xen'  hereing  y^  fire  sent  off  Col.  Bedel  with  400  men  to  Reinforce  MaJ''  Brown, 
but  Col.  Bedel  mist  of  Brown  as  Brown  had  retreated ;  but  Col.  Bedel  come 
right  upon  the  Enemy  where  Brown  had  intrenchtand  obliged  them  to  make 
the  best  of  there  way  back  to  St.  John,  so  that  Col.  Bedel  got  possession  of 
the  intrenchment  and  still  keaps  it,  and  had  Col.  Bedel  fully  tuck  the  advice 
of  y*'  Indians  that  led  him,  its  thought  that  he  wo'd  cut  of  the  whole  party 
with  there  Cannon  &c.  but  he  was  as  I  am  informed  afrade  that  they  wo'ld 
not  be  true  to  their  trust  as  know  Dought  we  sho'ld  if  that  we  had  been  in 
his  place,  but  I  can  assure  you  by  all  that  I  can  learn  by  the  Post  &c.  that 
Col,  Bedel  behaved  exceeding  well  in  that  affair  &c.  and  thai  he  Does  honor 
to  y«  Colony  of  New  Hampsh'  &c.  and  they  have  surrounded  St.  Johns  on 
every  side  and  cut  of  all  communication  from  Kanda  &c.  that  in  y^  whole 
they  have  taken  22  waggen  Loads  of  Stors,  provision,  ammunition  &c.  the 
sails  for  there  shipping  that  they  were  building,  and  that  our  men  had  in- 
trencht  with  about  half  a  mile  of  St.  John,  and  begun  to  Draw  y*  Cannon  up 
before  y*  Post  came  away  and  it  is  most  likely  y-'  afTair  is  settled  before  this 
time.  Lent.  Palmer  writs  me  that  y"  French  were  exceeding  kind  and  true, 
and  that  .500  were  then  under  arms  with  them  and  that  500  more  were 
every  hour  expected  to  join  them  from  Kanda  with  Col.  Allen  &c.  who  was 
gon  in  to  Kanada  with  3<X)  men,  and  that  the  French  are  as  much  engaged  as 
our  people  in  the  Cause  and  that  the  Indian  Capt.  Lue  &c.  are  there  with 
Col.  Bedel  and  that  they  Dayly  join  them  and  that  they  send  in  their  Belts  to 
Col.  Bedel  and  receive  presents  from  him  <&c.  &c.  Blessed  news  this  to  our 
Country,  Ac.  and  thus  our  Army  live  well  by  the  help  of  the  French  «&c. 
Capt.  Moses  Hazzen  /  is  in  St.  John,  but  wiieather  confined  as  a  prisoner  or 
joined  the  enemy  we  can't  yet  learn. 

From  your  humble  Serv'. 

Israel  Morey, 

The  Hon'''^  Committee  of  Safety,  New  Hampshire. 
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Dr.  Benjamin  Church. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev,°  Vol.  XL,  p.  105.] 

Letter  from  Boc'r  8.  Tenney,  to  Joseph  Oilman  of  Exeter. 

Cambridge,  October  6,  1775. 

Sib  —  You  have  doubtless  before  this  time  heard  of  the  perfidious  &  treach- 
erous Behaviour  of  jour  great  Patriot  and  Orator  Doctor  Church.  (1)  The 
Discovery  of  which  engrosses  the  attention  &  conversation  of  every  Rank, 
Age  &  Denomination  among  us.  Every  one  is  curious  &  impatient  to  know 
the  particulars  of  so  important  a  Discovery  &  the  contents  of  the  Letter 
which  led  to  it.  To  gratify  this  Curiosity  in  my  Exeter  Friends,  I  have  been 
at  some  pains  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  material  Parts  of  the  Letter  &  the  way 
in  which  it  fell  into  our  hands.  It  appears  from  the  Letter  itself  that  he 
wrote  it  at  Cambridge  &  immediately  carried  it  to  New  Port,  there  to  deliver 
it  to  Capt.  Wallace  of  the  Rose,  (I  think)  but  finding  the  Capt.  absent  on  a 
Cruise,  he  left  it  in  the  care  of  one  of  his  rnistr esses,  and  returned.  She, 
instead  of  delivering  it  herself,  gave  it  to  a  Gentleman,  whom  she  knew  to 
be  a  Friend  &  Intimate  of  the  Doctor,  desiring  him  to  convey  it"  to  the  Cap- 
tain. This  gentleman,  being  a  high  Whig,  thought  very  strange  that  a  man 
of  Doctor  Church's  character  &  Importance  should  correspond  with  an  open 
Enemy  to  the  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged,  &  therefore  kept  the  Letter  in 
his  possession  for  some  time.  At  length  by  the  advice  of  several  friends,  to 
whom  he  communicated  the  matter,  he  opened  and  found  it  written  in  char- 
acters illegible.  This  so  fully  confirmed  his  suspicion-  if  villany  tS:  Intrigue 
that  he  inamediately  brought  the  Letter  and  the  Lady  who  gave  it  to  him  to 
Head  Quarters.  Church  was  arretted  &  brought  before  a  court  of  Inquiry, 
where  he  freely  acknowledged  the  Letter.  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  the' 
material  parts  of  it  as  decyphered  by  three  different  Gentlemen  (2),  and  am 
with  much  Esteem,  Sir,  your  friend  &  hble  Servt. 

S,  Tenney. 
Superscribed  —  "  Mr.  Joseph  Gilmau 
Merchant  of  —  Exeter." 


Letter  from  Dr.   Church  to   Gen.  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser. ,  Vol.  III.,  p.  712.] 

American  Hospital,  September  14,  1775. 

Dr.  Church  presents  his  most  respectful  compliments  to  General  Sullivan, 
and  most  heartily  felicitates  himself  on  receiving  so  honorary  a  testimonial 
of  General  Sullivan's  approbation,  as  he  met  with  the  last  evening  at  Head 
Quarters.  The  Doctor  esteems  himself  peculiarly  happy  that  the  undeserved 
prejudice  against  him  is  so  totally  removed,  which,  from  frequent  intimations, 
he  was  apprehensive  had  possessed  the  General's  mind.  He  flatters  himself 
that  his  whole  conduct,  during  the  present  unhappy  contest,  will  bear  the 
strictest  scrutiny.  A  regard  to  nlace,  popularity  or  the  more  detestable 
motive  of  avarice,  never  influenced  his  conduct  in  publick  life.     The  sole 

(1)  Doctor  Benjamin  Church  was  I>irector  General  cf  the  Hospitals  at  Cambridge.  On 
account  of  complaints  from  the  Regimental  Surgeons  "  that  they  were  not  allowed  proper 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  sick."  an  inquiry  was  ordered  into  the  cause  of  this;  and 
Doctor  Church  was  summoned  to  appear  before  a  Court  of  Inquiry  in  General  Sullivan's 
Brigade,  Sept.  8,  1775,  at  the  hour  of  10  o'clock.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  at  that  time, 
may  be  inferred  frem  the  letter  which  he  wrote  soon  after.  But  the  letter  should  be  inter- 
preted in  connexion  with  the 'subsequent  "discovery."  {See  Am.  Ar.,^  Ser.,  Vol.  Ill, p. 
667.]  — Ed. 

(2) The  copy  of  the  said  letter  referred  to  cannot  now  be  found.  —Ed. 
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object  of  his  pursuit,  the  first  wish  of  his  heart,  was  ever  the  salvation  of  his 
Country. 

The  Doctor,  nevertheless,  in  justice  to  himself,  and  with  respect  to  the 
man  who  behind  the  curtain  has  influenced  and  tooi<  the  lead  in  the  opposi- 
tion to  him,  must  declare,  that  although  he  could  never  stoop  to  act  the  para- 
site, play  the  butibon,  or  become  the  herald  of  his  own  eminence  in  his 
{)rofession,  would  feel  the  indignation  of  conscious  merit,  should  he  be  put 
n  competition  with  the  person  who  vainly  endeavors  to  supplant  him. 

Hon.  General  Sullivan. 


Letter  from  our  Delegates  in   Continental  Congress  to  Matthew 

Thornton. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev°,  Vol  II.,  p.  111.] 

Philada  T'l  Oct^  1775. 
Matthew  Thornton,  Esq. 

Sir  —  We  wrote  you  a  few  days  since  fully  Desire  the  ace'  of  our  Supplies 
to  be  forwarded  immediately,  as  also  the  number  of  Inhabitants,  as  soon  as 
may  be.  This  serves  chiefly  to  inclose  a  Resolve  of  the  Congress  which  we 
were  order'd  to  forward  to  the  several  conventions  immediately  that  they 
might  take  such  spirited  measures  as  to  them  might  seem  meet.  [See  follow- 
ing order,  Oct.  6.] 

By  the  last  advices  from  London  the  ministry  seem  wickedly  inclined  to 
burn  more  Towns;  therefore  we  would  humbly  suggest  the  propriety  of 
securing  our  sea-coast,  as  thereby  we  should  not  only  secure  the  Capital,  but 
prevent  the  sons  of  Depredation  from  Ravaging  the  country,  and  thereby 
compleating  their  Diabolical  Designs.  By  Express  just  arrived  from  Oen. 
Schuyler  we  are  likely  soon  to  be  in  possession  of  St.  Johns  and  Canada,  as 
the  former  is  held  besieg'd  by  our  Troops,  and  the  Canadians  join  us,  the 
Indians  are  also  Friendly. 

We  are,  S''  with  Respect 

Yo""  most  H.  ob.  serv** 

JosiAH  Bartlett 
John  Langdon. 


Dangerous  Persons  to  be  Arrested. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  103.] 

In  [Continental]  Congress,  Oct.  6,  1775. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  —  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  provincial  Assemblies 
or  conventions  &  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  to  arrest  &  secure  every 
person  in  their  respective  Colonies,  whose  going  at  large  may  in  their  opinion 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or  the  liberties  of  America. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

Charles  Thompson,  Sec>'. 

Indorsed  —  "  Resolve  of  the  Grand  Congress 
respecting  Tories,  &c.  Oct.  6,  1775." 
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Letter  from  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Safety  to  our  Dele- 
gates in  Continental  Congress. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  121.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety, 

Exeter,  Ocf  12'",  1775, 
Gentlemen  — 

On  the  2^'  of  this  Ii  st.  the  ship  Prince  George,  Kichard  Emms,  Master,  from 
Bristol  bound  to  Boston  with  1892  Barrels  of  Flour  for  the  use  of  General 
Gage's  army,  came  into  our  Harbour  &  was  boarded  by  a  number  of  men 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Pickering  of  the  Matross  Company,  &  Bro't 
up  to  Portsmouth,  where  she  is  detained.  Gen.  Washington  has  been  con- 
sulted concerning  her  and  has  desired  that  the  Cargo  may  be  sent  to  the 
army  and  has  promised  to  write  to  the  Congress  for  tbeir  directions  in  what 
manner  the  Cargo  should  be  disposed  of,  and  what  should  be  allowed  the 
Captors  &c. 

As  there  is  not  a  Barrel  of  flour  to  be  sold  in  this  Colony,  &  we  were 
under  a  necessity  of  taking  a  Hundred  Barrels  of  the  Flour  for  the  support  of 
our  soldiers  &  workmen  at  the  Batterys  erecting  on  Seavey's  &  Pierce's 
Islands,  there  being  employed  thereon  upwards  of  a  Hundred  soldiers  besides 
workmen;  which  we  have  since  represented  to  Gen.  Washington  with  a  pro- 
posal to  sell  5<X)  Barrels  to  the  Inh"  of  Portsm"  &  deposit  the  money  safely 
until  directions  from  the  Congress  should  be  obtained. 

Our  Batteries  are  almost  compleated.  The  work  done  on  them  will  sur- 
pass your  Imagination.  Several  hundreds  of  men  from  the  Country  round 
about  having  voluntarily  labored  thereon,  a  considerable  part  of  the  time 
since  they  were  begun. 

We  have  lately  had  a  requisition  from  Gen'  Washington  to  pay  our  troops 
up  to  the  4^''  August,  which  was  quite  unexpected  Ot  will  occasion  our  emit- 
ting more  money  and  of  course  hinder  our  accounts  from  being  forwardetl 
some  time.  The  numbering  the  Inhabitants  of  this  (Jolony  is  in  hand  vfe 
when  compleated  we  shall  transmit  you  an  account  thereof. 

We  have  nothing  to  communicate  to  you  new.  Our  publick  atfairs  con- 
tinuing as  they  were  when  you  left  home,  but  must  desire  your  diligent  En- 
deavours to  procure  something  to  be  done  relative  to  our  civil  Goverament. 

P.  S.  If  thro'  the  nmltiplicity  of  his  affairs  Gen.  Washington  should  omit 
to  write  fully  concerning  the  said  ship  i  Cargo,  we  desire  you  to  lay  the  mat- 
ter before  the  ("ongress  si  procure  their  Directions  concerning  it  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

Indorsed —  •'  Copy  of  a  Letter  to 
Messrs.  Bartlett  &  Langdon,  Oct' 12,  177.7. '" 


Form  of  Enlistment  for  Minxde  Men. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  11.,  p.  123.1 
[Extract.] 
In  Committee  of  SatVty,  ()ctober  12i'S  1775. 
It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  persons  who  sliall  be  appointed  to  enlist 
Minute  men  to' use  their  utmost  <.'ndeavors  to  fill  up  the  Companies  as  soon 
as  possible :  —  .ind  to  the  soldiers  at  this  important  crisis  when  our  all  is  at 
stake,  to  engage  in  the  service,  and  as  they  will  be  relieved  in  four  months 
the  Duty  will  be  nearly  equal  among  all  the  militia. 
And  the  following  form  is  to  be  used  for  Enlistment : 
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We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  severally  Enlist  ourselves  as  Minute  men  tor 
the  tertn  of  four  Months,  in  the  company  under  the  command  of  A.  B.  in 

the Regiment  of  Minute-men  in  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire; 

and  we  hereby  promise  to  submit  ourselves  to  the  orders  &  regulations  of 
said  Minute-men  and  faithfully  to  observe  &  obey  such  orders  as  we  shall 
receive  from  time  to  time  from  our  otficers. 


Letter  from   Col.   Timothy    Walker,  jun. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  126.] 

Medford,  Ocf  16">,  1776. 
Sib  —  Yours  of  the  12""  Instant,  by  Mr.  Perkins  came  safe  to  hand.  I 
waited  upon  General  Washington  yesterday  morning,  but  found  he  had  just 
set  out  early  for  Roxbury,  and  was  not  expected  back  till  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  at 
which  time  I  call'd  again  &  found  him  at  Home.  The  (General,  after  reading 
your  Letter  told  me,  I  must  call  next  morning  for  an  Answer.  I  call'd  accor- 
dingly &  received  the  inclosed.  The  General  directed  me  to  call  upon  the 
Commissary  General  for  some  cash  to  pay  the  freight  of  some  Flour  which  it 
seems  is  coming  this  way.  I  called  at  the  Commissary's  office,  but  was  in- 
form'd  the  the  Money  was  not  to  be  had  at  present,  but  that  they  would  for- 
ward it  as  soon  as  it  should  arrive  from  Philadelphia. 

Your  Letter  to  Col.  Bartlett  will  be  forwarded  tomorrow  morning  by  the 
Poet. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant. 


William  Whipple,  E&(f 


Timothy  Walker,  jun. 


Letter  from  Matthew  Thornton. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol,  II.,  p,  129.1 

Londonderry,  Oct'  16">  1775,. 
Qbnt»  — 

Last  Thursday  I  set  out  for  Cambridge :  got  there  Fryday  p.  m.  was  in- 
formed that  the  Gent"  did  not  leave  Philadelphia  till  the  Sixth  Instant  A 
were  not  expected  till  the  16  or  16"»  Instant  When  at  home  my  cloase  has 
not  been  off  but  one  night  for  ten  past ;  and  if  my  wife  is  not  better  I  cannot 
possibly  leave  Home.  If  you  send  by  a  Committee  /  (1)  tomorrow,  &  I  can 
goe,  it  will  be  exceeding  agreeable  to  me  to  meet  them  &  take  their  advice: 
A  in  case  I  cannot,  they  will  be  ready  to  Represent  the  Colony.  I  leave  all 
to  your  wisdom,  &  am,  G^nt°,  with  great  Respect,  your  most  obedient  H**'* 
servant. 

Matthew  Thobntoit. 
The  Hon**'*  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter. 

(1)  The  original  is  matil*t«d.— Ed. 
40 
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Letter  to  the    Committee  of   Portsmouth  about  a  Supply  for 
Inhabitants  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  131.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  Oct"  17"'  1775. 
Gent"  — 

Application  having  been  made  to  lis  for  liberty  of  transporting  necessaries 
of  Life  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  we  have  tho't  best  to  refer 
all  matters  of  that  kind  to  your  consideration  &  determination;  more  espe- 
cially as  we  conceive  you  must  be  much  better  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances &  necessities  of  those  people  than  we  possibly  can  be.  We  think, 
whatever  their  conduct  may  have  been,  that  thro'  the  misfortune  of  their 
situation,  they  ought  not  to  be  precluded  from  the  means  of  subsistence ;  & 
therefore  recommend  to  you  to  grant  permit  to  such  Persons  as  incline  to 
supply  them  from  your  harbour,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  &  such  Quantities 
aa  to  you  shall  appear  most  just  and  expedient. 

[Sent  to  Com'«e  of  Portsmouth.] 


Letter  to  the   Committee  of  Portsmouth. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  131.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Ocf  17*,  1775. 

G&NT". 

Joshua  Wentworth,  Esq'  having  appli'd  to  us  for  permission  of  a  Vessel, 
addressed  to  him  from  Antigua,  to  return  there,  &  we  having  deliberated  on 
the  matter,  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  not  infringe  upon  the  Continental 
Association  if  permission  be  granted  accordingly,  &  have  agreed  that  she  be 
permitted  to  depart,  provided  the  said  Mr.  Wentworth  &  the  master  give  se- 
curity to  your  satisfaction  that  no  kind  of  merchandise  be  taken  on  board  & 
no  more  Provisions  than  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  hands  in 
the  Passage. 

Committee  of  Portsmouth. 


Letter  from  the   Committee  of  Safety. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  131.] 
To  the  Hon'^'e  Mesheck  Weare  «$:  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Esq. 

Gentlemew — Whereas  the  Hou'^''^  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.  President  of 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  has  represented  to  us  that  he  had  been  requested 
by  the  Hon'^''^  Continental  Congress  to  give  his  attendance  at  Cambridge,  in 
order  to  join  a  Com'^^  from  tliat  Congress  and  Gentlemen  from  the  other  N. 
E.  Colonies,  to  confer  on  matters  for  the  Public  Safety  and  has  further  repre- 
sented that  the  circumstances  of  his  family  are  such  as  will  probably  prevent 
his  attendance:  You  are,  therefore,  desired  to  attend  said  Conference  (in 
behalf  of  this  Colony)  and  join  with  them  in  consulting  upon  such  measures 
as  may  be  proposed  for  the  publick  weal. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

W.  W.  C.P.t. 

Colony  of  N.  H.  in  Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter  the  18"^  Ocf  1775. 
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Letter  from    General  Sullivan  respecting  vacancies,  &c. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  IL,  p.  133.] 

Winter  Hill,  October  IS"*  1775. 
Gentlemen : — 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  inclose  you  a  List  of  vacancies  in  the  New 
Hamp''  Regiments  with  the  names  of  the  persons  Kecommended  to  fill  them; 
beg  you  to  till  up  the  Commission  &  forward  them  its  soon  as  possible  to 
Gentlemen. 

Your  very  humble  Serv' 

Jno  Sullivan. 
Hon.  Committe  of  Safety   | 
in  New  Hampshire.  j 

P.  S.  As  CoP  Stark  &  CqV>  Reed  have  not  mention'd  when  the  vacancies 
happened,  beg  you  to  leave  me  to  put  in  the  dates,  which  I  think  you  may 
venture  to  do,  though  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  Justice  of  your  observation, 
viz:  That  you  have  no  authority  to  Delegate  the  power  of  making  our  Com- 


missions. 


y  Humble  Serv' 


J.  S. 


A  Return  of  vacancies  in  Col.  Stark^s  Itegt. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  135.) 

In  Capt.  Reed's  Company,  Lieutenancy  vacant;  Ensign  James  Anderson 
recommended  to  said  vacancy,  and  Robert  Barnet  for  an  Ensign  in  said  Com- 
pany. Ensignry  vacant  in  Capt.  Kinsman's  Company ;  Sam'  Bradford  recom- 
mended to  said  Vacancy.  Ensigniy  vacant  in  Capt.  Abbot's  Company; 
Abiel  Chandler  recommended  to  be  commissionated  as  Ensign  in  said  com- 
pany from  the  tirst  establishment  of  the  Reg'. 

John  Stark. 
Camp  on  Winter  Hill 

Ocf  18,  1775. 


Return  of  Vacancies  in  Col.  Reed's  Regiment. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  137.] 

The  vacant  Corainitions  in  Col.  Reed's  Regiment  with  the  Names  of  those 
pearsous  Recommended  to  Receive  said  Cominitions:  —  a  Lieutenant  want- 
ing in  Capt.  Spalding's  Company:  The  Parson  Kecommended  to  auploy  said 
vacanci  is  George  Aldrich,  now  Ensing  in  Capt.  Hind's  Company;  altho  said 
Aldrich  hath  not  Recived  his  Ensings  C'ommition.  An  Ajdant  vacant;  Ste- 
phen Peabody  RecoraandeJ  to  Kecive  the  Ajdanci,  who  hath  ever  done  the 
Duty:  An  Ensinry  vacant  in  Capt.  Ilutchiiis  Company,  the  parson  Recom- 
mended is  Richard  Cougldan  Sarjaiit  Major,  to  till  up  said  vacancy,  and 
William  Hawkens  who  Distinguished  himselt  in  the  Battal  at  Bunker  Hill 
the  17"'  of  June  Last,  to  suploy  the  place  of  an  Ensing  in  Capt.  Hind's  Com- 
pany in  Lue  of  the  above  named  Aldrich: 

So  the  matter  js: 

Georg  Aldrich  Lieut. 
Richard  Coughlau  and 
William  Hawkens  Ensings 
Stephen  Peijody,  Ajdant. 

Jamks  Rked,  Coll. 

i^IlAEL   GiLMAN,  Lt.  CoU. 

Nathan  Hale,  Major. 
Camp,  October  the  18'*>,  1775. 
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Hetum  of  those  recommended  for  Commissions  in  Colo.  Poor^s 

Regiment, 

[Copied  from  MS.  SUte  Pap.,  Vol.  IL,  p.  139.] 

Ensign  Thomaa  Lyford  to  a  Lieutenancy  in  Capt  Tilton's  Company,  va- 
cated Sept.  20.  Joseph  Huntoon  to  be  Ensign  in  said  Compy  vacated  Aug* 
27*.  Lieut.  Thomas  Leavitt  to  succeed  the  late  Capt.  Elkins  discharged 
Aug**  20"".  Ensign  Nath'  Thwing  to  succeed  Lieut  Leavitt,  and  Jame» 
Wedgwood  to  succeed  Ensign  Brown  of  said  Compy,  discharged  Sept.  20*. 

William  Rowell  to  be  Ensign  in  Capt.  Clough's  Compy  to  succeed  Ensign 
L^ord,  vacated  20*  Sept.  Kichard  Weare  to  be  Ensign  in  Capt.  Rowe's 
Compy,  Commission  vacated  Sepf  3<i,  Enoch  Chase  to  be  Ensign  in  Capt, 
Titcomb's  Compy,  comm°  vacated  Sept.  1*'.  Thomas  Chandler  to  succeed 
Ensign  Thwing  in  Capt.  Shortrldge's  Compy  vacated  20*  August. 

Enoch  Poob.    . 
Indorsed  —  "  Rettun  of  vacancies 
in  Col«  Poor' a  RegS  20*  Octf,  1766." 


"""      Col.  Jona.  Moxdton  to  the  Committee  of -Safety. 
■'      [Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  H.,  p.  141.  | 

Hampton,  Octob'  W\  1775. 

Gkntuemen  —  I  Rec<*  yours  Informing  me  of  my  appointment  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  third  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  &  Requesting  to  know 
my  Design  consarning  it  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Respectable  Body  of 
Gentlemen  who  chose  me  to  that  Trust.  As  God  in  his  Providence  has 
lately  sent  sickness  and  Death  into  my  Family  and  am  still  so  confined  that  I 
„  can  Not  have  the  Benefit  of  consulting  my  Friends  and  those  who  have  been 

^■^  consamed  in  this  Regiment,  which  make  it  more  diflScult  about  giving  an 
Answar;  but  as  you  think  it  Expedient  to  have  a  speedy  one  from  me,  I 
would  Inform  you  that  I  will  Indeavour  to  sarve  my  Country  in  the  Best 
manner  I  am  able,  in  that  Capacity. 

I  am,  Gteutlemen  your  most  obed' 
and  very  Humble  ServS 

Jona  Moulton. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 


Zit.  Colo.  Christo'r  Toppan^  declines. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  IT.,  p.  143.] 

Hampton,  Ocf  17,  1775. 
Gentlkmen  :  —  I  Received  yours  of  the  11*  Inst,  by  which  you  Inform  me 
that  the  Congress  for  this  Colony  have  appointed  me  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the 
third  Regiment  of  Militia  within  the  said  Colony  —  The  Respect  shew'd  me 
by  the  Congress  I  gratefully  acknowledge,  and  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  I  decline  accepting  the  office. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your 

most  humble  Serv* 

Chkisto'r  Toppah. 
To  the  Committee. 
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Order  of  Continental  Congreas. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  IL,  p.  145.] 

In  Congress,  Oct"  18,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  a  just  &  well  authenticated  account  of  the  hostilities  com- 
mitted by  the  ministerial  troops  <&  Navy  in  America  since  last  March  be 
collected  with  proper  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facta  related,  the  number 
A  value  of  the  buildings  destroyed  by  them,  also  the  number  &  value  of  the 
vessels  inward  or  outward  bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  since  that 
period,  as  near  as  the  number  &,  value  can  be  ascertained ;  also  the  stock 
taken  by  them  from  different  parts  of  the  continent. 

Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  J.  Adams  &  Mr.  Wythe  a  Com'««  for  this  purpose. 

Ch8.  Thomson,  Sec^. 


Letter  from  H.  Wentworth  to  GenH  Washington. 
[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  m.,  p.  1152.J 

[Extract.] 

Portsmouth,  October  19,  1775. 

"  We  entreat  your  Excellency's  patience  while  we  assure  you  that  the 
people  of  this  Province,  and  of  this  town  in  particular,  have  exerted  every 
nerve  to  put  this  port  in  a  proper  state  of  defence ;  but  that  all  our  precau- 
tions are  to  no  effect,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  powder,  our  whole 
fitock  of  which  at  present  is  only  seventeen  barrels.  We  have  therefore 
despatched  Mr.  D'Ewing,  who  has  orders  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  before 
he  sleeps,  to  request  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  spare  us  as  much  pow- 
der as  you  may  think  proper. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  sir,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 


His  Excellency  General  Washington." 


H.  Wentwobth,  chairman. 


Major  Jona.  -Hale  Hesigns  his  Commission. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev,"  Vol.  II.,  p.  149.] 

Gbntlkmex : — 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  Col"  Morey  not  long  since  a  Commission 
appointing  me  a  Second  Major  of  the  12"^  Regiment  of  Militia,  by  order  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  which  I  esteem  as  an  Honour  done  me,  and  ac- 
knowledge myself  obliged  to  that  Hon'^'  Body  for  the  Favour.  But  for  some 
Rea.son8  I  am  now  to  trouble  you  with,  I  must  beg  leave  to  resign  the  Com- 
mission. 

In  the  month  of  May  when  the  Country  was  generally  alarmed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Hostilities,  in  the  Mass"  Government,  We  had  a  Meeting  held 
in  this  place  of  Committees  from  several  Towns  belonging  to  our  Regiment, 
at  which  several  Matters  of  consequence  were  determined  and  regulated, 
among  the  rest  a  choice  of  Field  officers  for  this  Regiment  in  which  the  People 
in  general  appeared  to  be  satisfied,  and  to  rest  content,  expecting  the  same 
appointments  might  be  confirmed  by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Mr.  James  Bayley  was  then  chosen  the  second  Major,  but  it  seems  for  want 
of  our  Plan  being  communicated  at  the  time,  he  was  dropt  in  the  late  choice 
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by  Congress,  which  has  given  him  &  some  others  of  our  Regiment,  as  I  am 
informed,  considerable  uneasiness,  and  endangers  the  harmony  &  unanimity 
which  we  would  wish  to  cultivate  and  preserve  in  this  part  of  the  Country. 

Mr.  Bayley  was  a  soldier  in  the  last  War  and  in  considerable  service  on  the 
western  Frontiers,  wherein  he  underwent  great  Hazards  and  diflBculties  for 
his  country  &  to  which  he  hfls  in  these  perilous  times  proved  himself  a  good 
Friend,  having  been  very  active  in  every  measure  recommended  by  the  sev- 
eral Congresses  as  far  as  related  to  us  in  this  Quarter,  and  of  course  supposed 
by  our  Committees  to  be  a  suitable  Person  for  that  Commission.  I  am  there- 
fore willing  in  order  to  keep  Peace  among  us,  to  give  up  my  Commission,  not 
from  any  Disgust  myself,  on  the  contrary,  I  shallbe  ready  to  serve  my  Coun- 
try in  any  other  Commission  or  Employ,  to  which  I  may  hereafter  have  the 
honor  to  be  chosen ;  and  remain  with  all  due  respect 

Gentlemen 

y  most  obedient  humble  serv' 

JoxA.  Hale. 
Haverhill,  Oct.  21,  1775. 

To  the  Hon''*  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
Exeter. 


Orders  to  Major  Thomas  JBartlett. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  H.,  p.  151.  J 

Portsmouth,  Ocf  2Z<^  1775. 

To  Major  Thomas  Bartlett  of  Nottingham :  — 

Sm  —  You  are  desired  to  Bring  or  send  down  as  soon  as  possible  all  the- 
Town  Stock  of  Powder,  Bullets  &  flints  to  Head  Quarters  at  Portsmouth ; 
hereof  fail  not,  by  express  order  of  General  Sullivan,  and  you  are  to  take  an 
Exact  accompt  thereof  to  be  a  record  by  you  kept. 

These  from  your  m'  Humble  Serv^ 

Benjamin  Butleb,  Capt". 


In  [Continental]  Congress, 

Thursday  Oct'  26,  1775. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol  H.,  p.  153.] 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Provincial  Assemblies, 
Conventions  or  Councils  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  export  to  the 
foreign  West  Indies  on  account  &  risque  of  their  respective  Colonies,  as  much 
provision  or  any  other  produce  except  horned  i^attle,  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry,, 
as  they  may  deem  necessary,  for  the  importa^'  'Q  of  arms,  ammunition,  sul- 
phur and  salt  petre. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  the  above  be  trau.-mitted  by  the  delegates  to  their 
respective  assemblies,  conventions  or  Committees  of  Safety. 

A  true  copy 

Chas.  Thomsox,  Sec>". 
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Letter  from  JV^  H.  Delegates  in   Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  156.) 

Philad»  26"^  October,  1775. 
William  Whipple,  Esq. 

Sr  —  Your  favor,  in  Coramlttee  of  the  12"^  Instant,  is  now  before  us:  In 
answer  to  which  we  say.  That  General  Washington  had  laid  the  afl'air  of  the 
Flour  ship  betbre  the  Congress,  some  days  before  your  favor  came  to  hand; 
but  nothing  has  been  concluded.  We  urged  that  the  ship  and  her  cargo 
belonged  to  the  Colony,  as  she  was  taken  by  our  men  in  Provincial  pay;  and 
not  by  Continental  forces :  that  we  had  sufl'ered  and  were  still  suffering  many 
losses  by  the  taking  of  our  ships  inward  and  outward  bound  —  And  that  be- 
fore the  taking  of  this  Flour  ship.  As  soon  as  this  matter  is  settled  shall 
inform  you. 

We  are  greatly  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  Batteries  are  in  such  Readyness,  as 
we  have  expected  to  hear  that  Portsmouth  was  cannonaded.  Capt.  George 
Hastiues  (who  built  a  ship  at  Kennebeck  last  year  and  loaded  with  masts  at 
Portsmouth)  is  now  here,  in  a  Transport  from  Boston,  bound  to  New  York, 
with  Capts.  Duncan,  Chamble  ife  Lieut.  Simes,  and  number  of  men,  who 
were  imployed  to  Inlist  Scotchmen  in  the  Back  parts  of  New  York  to  re- 
inforce the  ministerial  Army.  They  are  all  close  Prisoners,  except  Capt. 
Hastins.     A  quantity  of  goods  &c.  is  saved  out  of  the  Ship. 

I  saw  Capt.  Hastings  yesterday,  and  as  I  was  acquainted  with  him,  he  ven- 
tured to  inform  me  that  when  he  sailed  from  Boston,  4'"  Instant,  Capt. 
Mowatt  (Scotchman)  with  three  armed  Transports,  were  almost  Ready  to  go 
round  to  Portsmouth,  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  Town ;  therefore,  for 
God's  sake,  be  ye  ready. 

You  mention  Powder;  there  is  a  secret  Committee  for  Procuring  that  arti- 
cle, of  which  Mr.  Langdon  is  one;  every  Precausion  is  taking  for  ample 
supplies,  but  as  the  whole  Continent  is  to  be  supplied,  as  well  as  the  two 
armies,  it  makes  it  uncertain  when  can  send  you  any.  We  beg  leave  here  to 
suggest  that  the  greatest  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  use  of  powder;  that 
no  Cannon  be  Hred  unless  Drove  to  the  last  extremity. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  that  you  Intended  to  emit  more  paper  money,  but  as 
General  Washington's  Requisition  Demanded  it  must  be  done.  The  House 
is  now  crowded  with  motions,  otherwise  should  have  raov'd  for  a  grant  of  a 
certain  sum  to  our  Colony  which  would  have  answer' d  our  purpose  without 
emitting;  shall  do  it  first  opportunity,  but  fear  the  want  of  our  Ace'  will  pre- 
vent the  grant. 

We  some  time  since  made  motion  for  the  Regulation  of  our  Civil  Govern- 
ment, and  this  day  a  Committee  is  appointed  to  consider  the  motion  and 
Report  thereon;  could  have  wished  for  a  Petition  from  our  Congress  sett« 
forth  all  the  Reasons  &c.  had  been  transmitted  to  us,  which  would  have 
help'd  the  matter  much :  —  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  collect  the  Dep- 
redations committed  by  the  suns  of  Tyranny,  thro'  the  Continent  w^^''  you'll 
hear  from. 

We  are  with  respect. 

Your  most  ob"-  Serv'« 

JosiAii  Baiitlett 
John  Langdon. 

P.  S.     Inclosed  is  Resolution  of  Congress  respecting  Powder. 
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Defence  of  PortsmouDh  Harbour. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  U,,  p.  167.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety, 

October  27a»,  1775. 

To  Wm.  Knight  <fe   Josh.  Wentworth,  Esq",  Capts.  Peame,  Thompson  <& 

Clapp : 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Committee,  as  necessary  that  a  number 
of  vessels  should  be  properly  moor'd  above  the  Boom  on  Piscataqua  River,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  Enemy's  ships  up  the  Riv.er,  We  do  there- 
fore desire  you,  or  any  three  of  you  to  take  a  sufficient  number  of  the  meanest 
vessels  you  can  easily  find  that  will  answer  the  purpose,  and  fix  them  in  such 
places  &  in  such  a  manner  above  the  Boom  as  you  shall  judge  best:  Also  to 
appraise  each  of  said  vessels  and  make  return  thereof  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  to  this  Committee,  &  to  assure  the  owners  of  the  vessels  you  shall  so 
take,  that  in  case  they  are  destroyed  in  said  service,  they  shall  be  paid  for  ac- 
cording to  your  appraisement. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 


[The  following  return  was  subsequently  made  to  the  foregoing  order:] 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  279.] 

Portsmouth,  Dec^  16,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  the  above  order,  We  the  subscribers  determined  on  &  trans- 
ported four  vessels  for  the  purpose  abovement"^  &  valued  the  same.  Since 
w*""  find*  it  unnecessary  they  shou'd  lay  any  longer  at  their  mooring  &  have 
return' d  them  to  the  respective  wharves  from  whence  they  were  taken  & 
deliver' d  them  to  the  several  owners  unhurt;  but  that  one  of  the  Cables  <& 
Hawsers  are  iiyured  by  use,  of  w*''  a  future  Estimate  may  be  made,  if  the 
owners  require  it. 

Wm.  Knight 
Josh.  Wkntwobth 

WiLLM   PKAKNE 

StrppLY  Clap. 


Accd't  of  Labor  on  Five  Rafts  built  at  Newington^  Oct.  2*2, 1775. 
[Copied  from  Revy  Papers,  pp.  277,  278.] 


Col  Jos.  Smith 

9  days 

Tho'  Bennit 

3  daj 

Tho»  Tash  Esq. 

4 

Jonath"  Colcord 

1 

Josiah  Hilton 

4 

Walter  Bryant 

1 

Nath'  Ames 

2 

Caleb  Bennit 

1 

Hub'  Neal 

5 

Levi  Folsom 

1 

Bradstreet  Doe 

2 

Benj.  Mead 

1 

Col.  Hilton 

1 

Jarmey  Bryant 

1 

Jeh'  Hilton 

3    . 

Georg  Tuttle 

1 

John  Bennit 

2 

Zeb  Doe 

1  1-2 

James  Cram 

2 

Rufus  Euers 

I  1-2 

David  Folsom 

2 

Tho»  Churchwell 

1  1-2 

Asa  Folsom 

4 

Enoch  Stephens 

2 

Jonath"  Kobinson 

2 

Sam"  Burley,  Jr. 

1 

John  Doe 

1 

Nicholas  Harfard 

1 

Wentworth  Cheswill 

2 

Col.  Jarms  Folsom 

8  1-2 

David  Wiggin 

2 

Wiilia.n  Folsom.  Jr. 

1 

Jonathan  Doe 

1  12 

WiH"'  Folsom 

3  1-2 

80  Days. 
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JLccoH  of  Labor  of  Men,  and    Oxon  Percuring  Pick  wood  J; 
other  Combtts tables  for  Five  RaftSy  dbc. 


Wiuthrup  Smith 

5  1-2 

Ich'i  Bracket 

2  1-2 

Nicholus  Dudley 
Jon*  Stephens 
Nath  Stephens 
John  Folsom 

2 
1 
1 
2  1-2 

Caleb  Barnet 
Capt.  Jos  Young 
Sam"  Burley 
David  Davis 

1 
5 
2  1-2 

1 

Sam"  Durgin 
Robert  Goodwin 

1-2 
2 

James  Burley 
Arthur  Bennit 

2 

1 

Hub«  Neal,  Jr. 

1 

Jonathan  Wisgin 

1  1-2 

Edward  Hilton  Jr. 

2 

Aaron  Kineson 

1 

Mrs.  Perkins  Oxen 

1-2 

Sam"  Chapman 

2 

Walter  Bryant  Jun. 
Jos.  Smart 

6  1-2 
2  1-2 

52  Days  in  man  A  oxen 

52 

Josh.  Bracket 

2  1-2 

Jacob  Fowler 

1  1-2 

Phillip  Fowler 

1  1-2 

Letter  recommending  pay  to  Capt.  Wm.  Cooper. 

[MS.  Prov.  and  Revoiy  Pap,  in  Sec^'  office,  p.  27.] 

Fort  Washington,  Nov.  14,  1775. 
Gent.  — 

In  consequence  of  a  Requisition  from  the  Committee  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth to  y«  Committee  of  Southampton,  the  bearer  Capt.  William  Cooper 
with  eleven  men  came  to  our  assistance  and  Tarried  seven  days  in  the  month 
of  September  last,  during  which  we  can  without  any  disparagement  to  y* 
Rest  of  our  brethren  observe  no  company  behaved  themselves  Better  — 
which  time  they  generously  gave  to  their  country.  In  the  late  movement 
CapL  Cooper  bro'tt  to  our  assistance  seventeen  men  and  Tarried  with  us  ten 
days.  Owing  to  his  not  making  a  seasonable  Return  to  the  commanding 
officer,  we  find  they  are  likely  to  be  Excluded  from  Receiving  their  wages  in 
consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Honourable  Congress ;  wherefore  we  think 
it  but  just  &  Reasonable  they  should  Receive  their  wages  in  common  with 
other  companys.     We  are,  Gent, 

Your  most  ob'  Hum'''  serv" 

EZEKIEL   WORTHEN 

'   TiTCS  Salter. 
To  the  Honourable  the 
Provincial  Congress  at 
Exeter. 
N.  B.     A  true  copy  with  Respect  to  time 

Attest  —  Joseph  Leigh. 


Mem,orial  of  Gen.  Sullivan. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II..  p.  151.] 

To   the   Honourable   the   Committee   of   Safety   for   the    Province   of  N'ew 

Hampshire:     Humbly  Skews  : 

John  Sullivan's,  That  General  Washington  sent  him  to  Portsmouth  in  this 
Province  to  take  the  Command  of  the  forces  here  to  Kt^pel  any  attacks  upon 
this  or  upon  any  other  sea-port  in  this  Quarter,  and  has  since  sent  some 
email  force  from  the  Army  to  assist  in  such  Defence  ;  That  he  in  consequence 
of  the  directions  given  him,  hiis  summoned  in  a  part  of  the  Militia  with 
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whose  assistance  he  has  thrown  up  some  works  in  this  &  the  Province  of 
Maine  for  Defence  of  Piscataway  Harbour  &  taiven  such  steps  as  appeared  to 
him  necessary  for  the  Defence  of  Portsmouth,  «fe  has  compleated  it  as  far  as 
the  length  of  time  since  his  arrival  would  admit;  But  finds  that  the  Fleet 
destined  to  destroy  this  Port  has  proceeded  to  Boston:  —  Whereupon  the 
militia  begins  to  return  to  their  respective  Homes,  leaving  the  works  unfin- 
ished, not  as  yet  defensible  &  without  Guards  sufficient  to  prevent  your  Fort 
&  Town  being  taken  &  destroyed  by  surprise :  he  humbly  apprehends  that  at 
least  one  thousand  men,  Exclusive  of  two  hundred  Artillery  men  ought  to 
be  raised  &  stationed  at  New  Castle,  Pierce's  &  Seavey's  Islands,  for  some 
short  space  of  time,  with  proper  officers  appointed  to  command  in  each  De- 
partment, with  proper  officers  to  command  the  Companies  stationed  in  each ; 
he  begs  your  advice  on  the  affair  &  that  you  would  inform  him  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  further  done  &  that  you  would  let  him  know  as  soon  as  may  be 
whether  you  apprehend  it  necessary  lor  him  or  the  Rifle  men  &  Artillery 
men  sent  him  from  the  Army,  to  tarry  any  longer;  That  he  may  conduct 
himself  accordingly  &  begs  leave  to  assure  you  that  whatever  you  direct  or 
advise  to  shall  be  chearfully  complied  with  by  your  most  obed'  serv' 

JXO.  SULLIVAX. 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  Gen.  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  161.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Octo'"  27'^,  1775. 

Sir  —  This  Committee  in  consequence  of  your  Representation  are  deeply 
Impress'd  with  gratitude  to  General  Washington  for  his  early  attention  and 
kindness  to  this  Colony  in  sending  you  with  some  forces  to  protect  their  me- 
tropolis from  the  threatened  invasion,  and  hope  the  same  generous  disposi- 
tion will  induce  him  to  continue  his  assistance  while  our  Danger  remains. 

The  number  of  men  you  propose  to  have  raised  tor  our  present  defence  we 
have  considered  of  and  judge  it  necessary  the  number  of  matrosses  be  aug- 
mented to  Two  hundred,  and  that  Eight  Hundred  men  more  be  enlisted  for 
fifteen  days  to  guard  the  several  necessary  Ports  &  Passes,  and  shall  give 
orders  for  compleating  the  same. 

Coll.  Joshua  Wingate,  Lieut.  Coll.  Jonathan  Burnum,  MajJ"  James  Hacket 
are  appointed  by  the  Congress.  Field  officers  of  a  Regiment  of  minute-men 
and  commissioned.  We  have,  theretbre  directed  them  to  take  command  ac- 
cording to  their  several  Stations ;  have  requested  Will"'  Knight  and  Joshua 
Wentworth  Esq"",  Capt.  Will"'  Pearne,  Capt.  Thomas  Thompson  &.  Capt. 
Supply  Clap  to  procure  &  fix  a  number  of  vessels  above  the  Boom  in  order  to 
hinder  the  passage  of  our  Enemy's  ships  up  the  River. 

We  expect,  Sir,  while  you  are  permitted  to  tarry,  you  will  employ  the 
Troops  here  and  such  as  shall  come  in,  in  such  a  manner  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary  in  preparing  for  and  making  the  best  defence  circumstances  will 
allow  of,  observing  all  the  frugality  &  economy  the  great  object  of  Defence 
will  admit  of;  and  on  ail  matters  of  consequence,  where  time  will  permit,  to 
consult  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  or  this  Committee. 

The  fixing  a  Cable  to  strengthen  the  Boom  as  you  proposed,  considering 
the  time  it  will  require  to  prepare  it  it  the  great  expense  thereof  &  the  im- 
portance of  the  Boom  &  ships,  we  think  may  be  omitted. 
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Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackson.  (1) 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  IL,  p.  159.] 

Portsmo',  Octob"-  27,  1775. 

D''  Sir  —  You  are  well  acquainted  how  suddenly  I  left  my  buainess,  to  assist 
in  the  army,  and  the  difficulty  it  is  to  regain  our  Business  when  once  got  into 
other  hands,  I  would  have  willingly  return' d  home  in  ten  days,  but  both  offi- 
cers and  surgeons  would  not  hear  to  it,  and  I  have  vanity  enough  to  think  I 
have  been  of  some  service  to  the  Faculty,  as  well  as  the  soldiers  in  general. 
My  not  having  any  Commission  or  authority  from  our  Congress,  has  pre- 
vented my  drawing  any  pay  or  provision  as  yet,  tho'  I  have  paid  Mr.  Bishop^ 
12s  pr  week  myself  and  Is  pr  week  for  my  Horse,  and  indeed,  sir,  to  tell  you 
the  truth  I  am  quite  exhausted  —  no  money,  and  drove  with  my  Family  out 
of  Town.  I  have  a  letter  trom  John  Laugdon :  he  sais,  I  shall  be  honorably 
provided  for;  but  must  get  from  our  Congress  a  Commission  and  allowance 
for  past  services.  Your  kinil  attention  to  the  merits  will  lay  me  under  an 
obligation,  that  I  cannot  easily  repay. 

y''  most  humble  serv* 

Hall  Jack30N. 
[no  Superscription.] 


Letter  from   General  Sullivan  to   Gen.  Washington  relating  to 
the  defence  of  Portsmouth  and  to  Tories. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  UL,  p.  1252.  | 

Portsmouth,  October  29,  1775. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency :  — 

I  arrived  here  in  about  twenty-four  hours  after  I  left  you.  Have  collected 
powder  so  as  to  make  up  near  thirty  barrels,  and  have  since  been  preparing 
to  set  an  example  to  the  other  sea-ports  by  setting  the  fleet  at  defiance.^ 
Upon  my  arrival,  I  was  surprised  to  flnd  that  the  boom  so  much  talked  of 
was  not  prepared;  that  the  bridge  intended  for  crossing  from  the  main  to  the 
Island  whereon  stands  the  principal  Fort  (called  Fort  W;\shington)  had 
nothing  more  than  one  pier  sunk;  that  there  was  not  a  foot  of  the  parapet 
over  which  a  man  might  fire,  or  even  see  his  enemy;  that  tlie  embrasures  at 
the  fort  were  horizontal,  as  well  as  the  tops  of  the  parapets ;  and,  in  short, 
not  a  moment's  defence  could  be  made,  or  annoyance  given  to  the  enemy, 
either  with  cannon  or  small  arras.  I  immediately  collected  a  number  of  gon- 
dolas, moored  them  head  and  stern,  laid  pieces  from  one  to  the  other,  and 
plank  across,  and  soon  completed  the  Bridge.  I  then  turned  my  attention 
to  the  boom,  and  in  two  days  got  it  across,  but  found  it  could  not  stand  the 
rapidity  of  the  tide,  it  soon  broke,  and  we  have  again  fixed  it,  so  that  I  hope 
it  may  hold ;  but  lest  it  should  deceive  us,  I  have  taken  a  number  of  ships, 
and  moored  them  above,  with  a  great  quantity  of  combustible  matter  in 
them,  and  shall  tomorrow  have  them  chained  together;  and  in  case  the  boom 
should  give  way,  set  those  vessels  in  dames.  I  have  also  a  great  number  of 
fire-rafts  ready  to  let  loose  upon  them.  I  have  altered  the  works,  and,  I 
trust,  made  them  fit  for  defence,  and  I  doubt  not,  wdl,  in  two  or  three  days 
more,  be  completely  prepared. 

I  am  extremely  thankful  to  your  Excellency  for  the  riflemen  sent  to  our  as- 
sistance; it  has  intleed  filled  our  people  with  gratitude,  and  that  my  coming 
down  w;is  equally  agreeable,  your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter 
from  their  Committee  of  Safety. 

(1)  Doct.  Hall  .Jaokson  was  of  Portsmouth;  aii<l  it  appears  that  he^  was  not  only  surgeon 
in  the  uriny,  but  (>apc:iin  of  au  Artillery  company  iu  I*  )rt.'<nv)Uth.— Kd. 
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I  have  seen  sorae  men  that  were  on  board  the  fleet  after  the  destruction  of 
Falmouth.  Captain  Mowatt  showed  his  orders,  which  were  to  bum  all  the 
sea-ports  east  of  Boston.  When  he  departed  from  Falmouth,  he  told  them 
that  he  must  go  to  Boston  and  take  a  recruit  of  shells,  carcasses,  &c.  and 
then  would  visit  Portsmouth.  I  expect  him  daily  but  in  case  he  does  not 
arrive  in  a  few  days,  shall  despair  of  his  coming. 

I  must  beg  your  Excellency  to  give  me  intelligence  of  any  movement  of 
their  ships,  with  any  orders  you  may  think  proper,  with  respect  to  my  con- 
duct whiJe  here.  I  shall  give  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  thing  material ; 
and  remain,  with  great  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

JOHK  SULLrVAif. 

His  Excellency  Greneral  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  a  letter  sent  from  the  eastward,  which  was  enclosed  in  one 
to  me,  signed  by  one  Major  Goodwin,  of  Pownalborough.  That  infernal 
crew  of  Tories,  who  have  laughed  at  the  Congress,  despised  the  friends  to 
liberty,  endeavoured  to  prevent  fortifying  this  harbour,  and  strove  to  hurt  the 
credit  of  the  Continental  money,  and  are  yet  endeavouring  it,  walk  the  streets 
here  with  impunity ;  and  will,  with  a  sneer,  tell  the  people  in  the  streets  that 
all  our  liberty-polls  will  soon  b«  converted  into  gallows.  1  must  entreat  your 
Excellency  to  give  some  directions  what  to  do  with  those  persons,  as  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  if  an  engagement  was  to  happen,  they  would,  with  their 
own  hands,  set  fire  to  the  Town,  expecting  a  Reward  from  the  Ministry  for 
such  hellish  service.  Some  who  have  for  a  long  time  employed  themselves  in 
ridiculing  and  discouraging  those  who  were  endeavouring  to  save  the  Town, 
have  now  turned  upon  me,  and  are  flying  from  one  street  to  another,  pro- 
claiming that  you  gave  me  no  authority  or  license  to  take  ships  to  secure  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  or  did  anything  more  than  send  me  here  to  see  the 
Town  reduced  to  ashes,  if  our  enemies  thought  proper.  Sir,  I  shall  wait 
your  directions  respecting  those  villains,  and  see  that  they  are  strictly  com- 
plied with  by  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant 

J.  S. 


Letter  from  Adj.  Gen.  Gates  to   Gen.  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  MS.  SUte  Pap.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  169.] 

Head  Quarters  30"'  Ocf  1775. 
Sr  — 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  directs  me  to  acquaint,  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  publick  service  that  you  be  at  Cambridge  Wednesday  Night;  as 
the  Vessels  that  were  expected  at  Portsmouth,  are  said  to  be  return'd  to 
Boston.  I  apprehend  they  have  laiil  aside  their  design  on  Portsmouth  for  the 
present  The  General  is  now  confident  from  your  vigilance,  that  the  Enemy 
can  only  meet  with  disgrace,  should  they  dare  to  make  their  appearance 
before  that  Town. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient. 

Humble  servant 

HoKATio  Gates,  Adjutant  General. 
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Letter  from    Col.    Timothy   JBedel,  relating  to   the    ISiege  and 

capture  of  ISt.  Johns. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  IL,  p.  163.] 

Camp  North  St  Johns  27">  October  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

I  left  Coho8  the  10*'^  Sept"^  with  my  Rangers  and  arrived  in  Eight  days  on 
the  North  of  St.  Johns.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  good  of  the 
cause,  and  have  brought  Cannon  down  the  River  by  the  Fort  of  St.  John» 
and  sent  them  to  Chambalee  and  taken  that  Post  without  the  loss  of  a  Man. 
We  found  in  the  Fort  80  Barrels  of  Flour,  11  Barrels  of  Rice,  7  Barrels  of 
Pease,  6  Barrels  Butter,  141  Barrels  Pork,  1  Barrel  Salt,  124  Barrels  of  Pow- 
der, 300  Swivel  Shot,  6564  Musquet  shot  in  Cartridges,  150  stand  of  French 
arms,  3  Royal  Mortars,  61  shells,  500  hand  grenadoes,  83  stand  King's  Arms 
&  accoutrements,  a  large  quantity  of  Rigging  and  other  stores  of  various 
Sorts,  8  commissioned  officers,  73  non-commissioned  «fe  Privates,  35  women 
and  55  children ;  they  are  sent  to  Hartford.  I  have  had  the  command  here 
of  about  1200  men  and  have  Parties  out  at  Laprare  and  Longale.  We  have 
took  from  the  Enemy  since  we  came  here  20  waggon  loads  of  Stores  which 
was  going  to  Saint  Johns,  such  as  wine.  Rum  &c.  I  expect  to  be  in  the  Fort 
in  a  few  days.  I  am  fixing  everything  that  is  requisite  tor  a  siege.  I  have  a 
Battery  of  four  12  pounders,  1  mortar,  and  3  Royals  fixing  at  my  Post  which 
will  be  ready  to  Play  in  a  day  or  two.  I  have  applyed  to  Gen^  Montgomery 
for  Money  for  my  men,  but  without  success,  as  he  Says  he  does  not  know 
whether  we  are  to  be  paid  by  the  Province  or  Continent,  neither  has  he  had 
any  Instructions  about  it  from  the  Continental  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  supply  or  Orders  for  the  same  as  speedy  a» 
possible,  as  the  men  are  suflFering  for  want  of  cloathing  and  other  Necessa- 
ries. Paper  money  will  not  pass  here,  and  the  weather  begins  to  be  very 
severe.  I  have  a  considerable  Body  of  Canadians  and  Indians  here  under 
my  Command;  the  Indians  remain  chiefly  with  me.  I  must  beg  my  men 
may  not  sutfer  for  want  of  Necessaries  comfortable  for  the  season  of  the 
year,  after  serving  their  country  in  so  good  a  cause.  The  two  Retreats  had 
before  my  arrival,  as  also  Col.  Allen's,  has  been  a  great  damage  to  us.  We 
have  had  13  men  belonging  to  Capt.  Parker's  Company  deserted  in  one  night 
and  I  am  afraid  if  money  and  cloathing  can't  be  had  we  shall  lose  a  great 
many  by  sickness  or  Desertion,  as  we  have  a  great  many  sick  at  present.  I 
can't  hear  any  thing  about  Arnold  with  the  Quebec  expedition. 

I  am,  Grentlemen,  your  M'  Obed'  Serv' 

TmoTHT  Bedel. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

2<»  Nov  8  o'clock  at  Night. 

This  moment  I  have  got  Possession  of  Saint  Johns  and  the  Post  being^ 
obliged  to  set  oflF  have  not  time  to  Copy  the  Articles  of  Capitulation,  and  tc 
morrow  shall  march  for  Montreal  leaving  a  detachment  to  keep  this  Fort. 
Gen'  Carlton  came  out  with  about  800  men  against  a  party  of  oui-s  of  about 
350  and  was  obliged  to  Retreat ;  we  have  took  2  Indians  and  2  French  Mer- 
chants Prisoners,  and  killed  4  Indians  which  were  foimd  upon  the  spot  with 
2  Frenchmen :  The  Prisoners  say  they  carried  off  40  dead  and  about  as  many 
wounded.  We  did  not  lose  one  man.  The  Prisoners  in  St.  John's  Fort  con- 
sists of  upwards  of  600.  In  about  4  days  we  shall  have  either  a  wooden  Leg 
or  Golden  chain  at  Montreal :  For  God's  sake  let  me  know  how  I  must  supply 
my  men. 

TiMo.  Bedel. 

Superscribed  — 
"  On  service  of  the  United  Colonies  — 

The  Hon'ble  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 

for  New  Hampshire, 

Exeter." 
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[Journal  resumed  from  page  609.] 

[p.  114.]  In  Congress  at  Exeter  October  31"  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Wm.  Whipple,  Col.  Tira°  Walker  the  Rev'' 
Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  James  McGregore  and  John  Dudley  Esq.  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  what  sum  of  money  will  be  sufficient  to 
be  Emitted  at  this  time  to  answer  the  Demands  on  this  Colony, 
and  a  scheme  for  the  Emission  thereof,  and  make  report  thereof 
as  soon  as  may  be. 


Nov  V\ 
The  above  Committee  made  report  as  Follows,  viz : 

Pursuant  to  the  vote  yesterday  we  have  considered  roe  have  considered  what 
money  will  be  Necessary  for  the  present  Exigencies  of  the  Colony,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Receiver  General  should  Issue  Notes  for  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds,  Lawful  money.  Four  Thousand  Pounds  of  which  to  be  redefined 
on  the  Twentieth  day  of  December  1779;  Six  thousand  on  the  20'''' of  Decem- 
ber 1780;  Six  Thousand  on  the20*b  of  December  1781;  and  Four  Thousand 
on  the  20">  of  December  1782.  Anti  that  Eighteen  thousand  Pounds  of  the 
said  sum  be  in  notes  of  the  following  Denominations:  viz.  Forty  shillings, 
Thirty  shillings.  Fifteen  shillings.  Ten  shillings  &  Five  shillings,  and  that  Two 
Thousand  Pounds  of  the  said  Sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds,  be  of  the 
following  Denominations:  viz,  Three  shillings.  Two  shillings  and  six  pence, 
one  shilling  &  nine  pence,  one  shilling  &  six  pence,  nine  pence  and  six  pence : 

Which  report  was  accepted  and  voted  to  be  a  Resolve  of  this 
Congress. 

Voted,  That  Col"  Weare  &  Capt  Josiah  Moulton  be  a  Commit- 
tee under  oath  to  get  the  aforesaid  sum  of  money  (according  to 
said  scheme)  Printed,  and  to  Deliver  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 
and  Take  his  receit  therefor. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Hobart  Esq.  be  appointed  to  sign  said 
Notes  with  the  Treasurer. 

Voted,  That  the  said  Notes  at  the  several  Perio<ls  fixed  for  pay- 
ment of  the  same,  be  ]\aid  by  a  Tax  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  in  this 
Colony,  and  when  paid  into  the  Treasury  to  be  burnt  to  ashes  in 
Presence  of  the  IJeprcscntatives  of  the  People  of  this  Colony  or 
a  Committee  app</inted  by  them. 

[p.  115.]  Votei!,  That  the  men  raised  as  minute  men  in  this 
Colony  be  Enlisted  for  tour  months  only  then  to  be  Disniist  if 
they  Desire  it,  and  the  snme  officers  to  proceed  to  Enlist  anew  as 
at  First. 

Upon  the  Representation  of  John-  Quigley,  Esq.  to  this  Con- 
gress, That  he  was  afraid  of  being  huit  in  his  Person  or  Estate  by 
some  People  in  the  County  of  Hillsborough  under  pretence  of  his 
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being  an  Enemy  to  his  Country ;  and  after  some  Enquiry  in  to 
the  affairs,  It  13  Resolved  by  this  Coniijress,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Committees  of  Safety  in  the  said  County  to  do 
their  Endeavour  to  protect  said  Quigley  from  Damage  in  any 
respect  for  any  past  supposed  bad  disposition  towards  his  country  : 
And  the  good  people  in  said  County  are  desired  not  to  disturb  or 
molest  him  on  said  account  but  sutler  him  in  Quiet  to  enjoy  his 
Estate  and  Freedom  as  other  inhabitants  of  said  County,  (a) 

(a)  In  Committee  of  Safety,  Jul)'  19"»  1775. 

Sir  —  The  bearer  hereof  John  Quigley,  Esq.  has  met  with  (liflBoulty,  and 
thinks  it  unsafe  for  him  to  tarry  ai  tlie  place  of  his  usual  abode,  by  reason  of 
the  Disaffection  in  some  persons  against  him :  we  would  recommend  it  to  you, 
to  take  him  into  your  Company  in  the  common  service. 

Capt.  Timothy  Bedel,  Esq. 

Voted,  upon  reading  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  soldiers 
in  the  East  Parish  ot  Kingston  (relative  to  the  appointment  of 
their  officers  in  the  Militia)  that  Col.  Gale  and  the  Petitioners  be 
heard  thereon  on  Monday  ne.xt,  p.  m.  if  the  Congress  be  then 
sitting,  and  if  not  on  the  first  day  of  their  sitting  afterwards. 

A  letter  from  the  hon'''*  George  Jatfrey,  Esq.  late  Treasurer  of 
this  Colony  in  answer  to  a  vote  &  order  ot  this  Congress  being 
read  &  considered, 

Voted,  That  the  said  Letter  is  not  satisfactory  to  this  Congress, 
and  that  a  message  be  Immediately  sent  to  the  said  George 
Jatfrey  Esq.  from  this  Congress,  requiring  him  to  attend  this  Con- 
gress forthwith,  with  his  accounts  in  order  for  settlement ;  other- 
wise the  Congress  will  take  further  Notice  of  his  contempt,  and 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher  be  the  Messenger  to  wait  on  him  for 
that  Purpose. 

[The  following  is  the  Letter  referred  to.]  • 

Letf,e  •'  from  Hon.   Geo.  Jaffrey. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Vol.  II..  p.  171. | 

Portsmouth,  October  31",  1775. 
To  the  Hon''!®  Congress  held  at  Exeter,  October  31"^  1775. 

I  received  the  vote  of  Congress  of  Sepf"  1''  requesting  me  to  lay  my  Treas- 
urer's Ace'*  b'ifore  you,  on  the  st-cond  day  of  your  present  session;  at  which 
time  I  should  attend  on  the  Congress  had  not  the  alarm  of  men  of  war,  and 
other  forces  coming  to  destroy  this  Town  necessarily  prevented  —  for  fear  of 
which  calamity  I  was  induced  to  have  my  goods  pack'd  up  in  order  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  threatened  Destruction.  I  l)egan  several  days  later  than 
many  of  my  neii^hbors,  and  hastily,  before  I  had  engaged  a  place  out  of  Town, 
to  secure  them,  an  1  for  my  Family  to  retreat,  and  removed  many  of  my  goods 
out  of  the  Town,  which  are  disposed  of  in  places  not  secure:  That  I  am 
necessarily  engaged  to  remove  my  goods  (to  a  place  I  am  favored  with  by  a 
gentleman  at  Js'orth  Hampton)  which  are  already  out  of  Town  in  ditferent 
Barns  and  other  places,  and  also  y*^  remainder  of  my  goods  at  my  own  house 
which  cases  of  necessity  are  such,  that  I  c  mnot  doubt  that  the  Congress  will 
dispense  with  my  attendance  upon  them  at  tie  time  they  prescribed  — as  any 
other  time  may  answer  their  purpose  of  my  attending  them. 

So  I  rest,  Gent",  your  obed'  serv', 

Geo.  Jaffbey. 
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Reply  to  the  foregoing  Letter. 

Your  letter  of  the  31*'  ult"  just  come  to  hand  Informing  that  by  reason  of 
the  alarm  at  Portsmouth  you  could  not  attend  this  day  to  lay  your  Treasurer's- 
accounts  before  the  Congress:  it  is  now  expected  that  you  attend  on  Tues- 
day the  7"*  Inst,  with  your  accoxints  ready  tor  settlement,  as  the  scarcity  of 
Paper,  and  other  Reasons  will  not  permit  any  more  Requisitions  in  this  way. 


Letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers,  Vol.  IL,  p.  176.] 

Portsmouth,  Nov'  1«,  1775, 
Much  Rkspectkd  Gentlemen  —        • 

I  inclose  you  a  Letter  from  head  Quarters  calling  for  my  presence  immedi- 
ately. Mr.  Palfrey  tells  me  that  he  doubts  not  I  may  return  in  two  or  three 
days,  &  by  what  he  has  communicated  I  am  convinced  that  I  must  return  in 
a  very  short  time.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  my  presence  can  by  no  means  be 
dispensed  with  at  head  Quarters.  I  am  sorry  that  the  call  was  so  sudden  as 
to  prevent  my  seeing  the  works  com  pleated  &  the  army  formed.  That  you 
may  know  how  far  I  have  proceeded,  I  have  directed  the  orderly  Book  to  be 
transmitted  to  you  with  a  return  of  all  the  men  in  the  several  departments. 
I  also  Inclose  you  a  Return  of  the  Stores  in  each  Fort,  with  what  is  wanting 
to  make  a  proper  Defence :  that  you  may  know  the  state  of  your  Forts  I  shall 
leave  the  artillery  oflBcers  &  men  here  with  the  company  of  Riffle  men  till  my" 
return,  which  will  be  as  sudden  as  possible. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  great  esteem  your  very  humble  servant 

Jno.  Sullivan.. 
P.  S.    I  also  inclose  the  Barrack-master's  Returns. 

Hon.  Provincial  Congress. 


Letter  from  Col.  Joshua   Wingate. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  179.] 

Fort  Sullivan,  Seavey's  Island, 
Nov.  2<i  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  person  well  acquainted  with  Rivers  <fe 
Tides  in  the  Harbour  be  appointed  to  take  the  charge  of  the  Ships  &  Fire- 
Rafts  ;  also  that  a  surgeon  be  appointed  constantly  to  reside  and  take  care 
of  the  Troops  on  Seavey's  Island,  in  case  of  accidents,  which  we  are  con- 
stantly exposed  to,  independent  of  what  might  happen  from  the  attacks  of 
an  Enemy.  To  the  first  Department  I  have  appointed  Capt.  Robert  Parker 
of  Portsmouth,  and  to  the  latter  Doctor  Samuel  Wiggelsworth  of  Durham,  in 
which  I  beg  the  acquiescence  of  the  Hon'''®  Congress,  and  that  they  would  be 
pleased  to  ratify  the  same. 

Joshua  Wingate,  Co1°. 


[p.  116.]  Nov'  2, 1775. 

Voted  That  George  Jaffrey  Esq'  have  time  till  Thursday  next, 
forenoon,  to  bring  his  Treasurer  s  accounts  to  Congress  for  set- 
tlement. 
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Voted,  That  Lieut.  Colonel  John  Ilale  be  Colonel  of  the  Regi- 
ment lately  coramantied  by  Col"  Lutwyche,  Robert  Reid,  Esq. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Samuel  Greeley  First  Major,  and  William 
McQuesten  be  Second  Major. 

Voted  That  Enoch  Hule,  Es(j.  be  Colonel  of  tlie  Regiment  lately 
commanded  by  Col.  Kidder,  Thomas  Hale,  Lieut.  Col.,  Capt. 
Robert  Wilson  First  Major  and  Asa  Brighara  Second  Major, 

Voted,  That  the  Sloop  in  Mr.  Joshua  Wentworth's  care, 

which  lately  arrived  at  Portsmouth  Be  not  Permitted  to  Depart 
out  of  the  Port  of  Piscataqua  untill  further  orders  of  the  Con- 
gress. 


Nov.  S\ 


Voted,  That  the  Hon"'*  Matthew  Thornton  Esq',  the  Hon.  Me- 
shech  Weare  Esq.,  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esqr,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Rogers,  John  Dudley,  Wyseman  Claggett  &  Benjamin  Giles, 
Esq"'  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  Dra't  of  a  Petition  from  this 
Congress  to  the  Continental  Congress,  setting  forth  the  State  of 
this  Colony,  and  Praying  their  Direction  for  some  speedy  mode 
of  Government  &  Execution  of  Justice  in  this  Colony;  and  that 
the  Committee  lay  the  said  Draft  before  this  Congress  as  soon  as. 
may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  the  Hon"'" 
Matthew  Thornton  Esq'  be  Divided  into  two  Regiments,  and  that 
the  bounds  between  the  Two  old  Towns  of  Londonderry  &  Ches- 
ter, be  the  bounds  between  said  Regiments. 

[p.  117.]  Upon  hearing  the  Petition  of  Sarah  Lutwyche  (con- 
cerning her  Ferry  being  taken  from  her  by  the  Committee  of 
Merrimac  &  Litchfield,)  and  hearing  Mr.  Jonathan  Blanchard  in 
behalf  of  said  Committees, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ferry  ought  to  be  Immediately  given 
up  to  the  said  Petitioner,  and  that  the  person  who  has  improved 
the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  aforesaid  committee,  account 
to  the  Petitioner  for  the  Prottits  that  have  arose  since  he  has  held 
it  by  order  of  said  Committees. 


Letter  from  our  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 
[Copie.l  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  XL,  p.  181.) 

Philad*  'i'^  Novr,  1775. 

Sb.  This  serves  to  inclose  a  Resolve  of  the  Con}:ress  relative  to  Civil  Gov- 
ernment for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  by  which  you'll  see  they  recom- 
mend such  a  form  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  a  free  Representation  of  the  Peo- 
ple; in  short  such  a  Government  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Province. 
The  argument  on  this  matter,  (being  the  tirst  of  the  kind,  as  we  had  no  char- 
ter) were  truly  Ciceronial,  the  eminent  Speakers  did  honour  to  themselves 
and  the  Continent;  carried  by  a  very  great  majority. 
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The  power  is  ample  and  fall  even  to  the  choice  of  Governor,  if  the  Colony 
should  think  it  necessary;  but  that,  we  humbly  conceive  worthy  of  consider- 
ation. You'll  see  that  the  government  is  limited  to  the  present  contest:  To 
ease  the  minds  of  some  few  persons  who  were  fearful  of  Independence,  we 
tho't  it  adviseable  not  to  oppose  that  part  too  much,  for  once  we  had  taken 
any  sort  of  government  nothing  but  Negotiation  with  Great  Britain  can  alter 
it 

We  would  here  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  a  Government  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  Massachusetts  would  not  be  best — a  free  representation  of  the 
Province,  tho'  not  too  many,  as  they  may  be  increased  at  any  time,  but  it 
would  be  hard  to  Diminish;  those  Representatives  to  chose  a  Council,  of 
proper  number, — say  15  —  these  two  Branches  to  act  in  all  cases  whatever 
and  not  to  proceed  so  far  as  Governor  at  present,  tho'  the  Door  may  be  left 
open  for  that  purpose.  We  throw  out  these  hints  with  great  submission  to 
the  Hon*"'^  Convention. 

We  think  [we]  can  say  without  boasting,  have  done  our  duty  in  this  mat- 
ter, by  paying  constant  attention,  for  long  time,  not  only  in  the  House,  but 
in  private  conversation  with  members,  to  clear  up  any  doubts  they  might 
have  on  this  head.  We  can't  help  rejoicing  to  see  this  as  a  ground  work  of 
our  government,  and  hope  by  the  Blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  never  to 
return  to  our  former  despotick  state. 

Inclosed  is  also  Resolves  respects  Trade  which  we  had  orders  to  Transmit. 

We  have  also  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  an  express  has  just  arrived 
from  St  Johns,  with  advice  that  our  men  has  taken  the  Fortress  at  Cham- 
ble,  and  have  sent  the  Standard  Coulors  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  to  this 
Congress,  took  six  tons  of  Powder,  and  many  valuable  stores,  ab'  100  Pris- 
oners, hope  to  have  possession  of  St.  Johns  soon.  Mr.  Langdon  expects  to 
set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Canada,  being  one  of  a  Committee  for  that  Place. 
We  are  your  most  obd'  serv'^, 

JosiAH  Bartxett 
John  Lanodon. 


Resolution  of  Congress  respecting  Nl  H.  Government. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  183.] 

In  Congress,  Friday,  Nov.  3<i,  1T75. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  New  Hampshire  Instructions : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  call  a  full  Representation  of  the  people,  and  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives, if  they  think  it  necessary,  establish  such  a  form  of  government, 
as  in  their  ju.lgment  will  best  produce  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  most 
effectually  secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  province  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Cha's  Thomson,  Sec^. 


Resolution  of  Congress  respecting  trade. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  U.,  p.  177.] 

In  Congress,  Nov.  1,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  no  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  be  exported  (except  from 
Colony  to  Colony  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  &,  ob- 
servation, and  except  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  same  Colony)  before 
the  first  day  of  March  next  without  the  permission  or  order  of  this  Congress : 
provided  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  vacate  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  for  the  importation  of  arms,  ammunition  &c. 
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Resolved,  That  New  York,  the  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  North  Carolina 
<fe  Georgia,  ought  not  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  allowed  to  them  by 
the  late  restraining  Act:  and  therefore  that  no  person  should  app  ly  at  the 
custom  houses  in  those  Colonies  for  clearances  or  other  documents  which 
other  colonies  are  deprived  of  by  said  restraining  Act,  for  securing  the  navi- 
gation of  vessels  with  cargoes  from  their  ports;  And  that  the  president  trans- 
mit to  the  Assemblies  or  conventions  of  those  colonies,  copies  of  this  resolu- 
tion with  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  those  Colonies  respectively  for  not 
having  hitherto  taken  any  advantage  of  their  exemptions  in  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Resolved,  That  no  rice  be  exported  under  the  exception  contained  in  the 
4"»  article  of  the  Association  from  any  of  the  United  Colonies  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland  or  the  Islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sack,  Alderney  &  Mann,  or 
any  other  European  Island  or  settlement  within  the  British  Dominions. 

That  no  live  stock  (necessary  sea-stores  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committees, 
and  horses  excepted)  be  exported  from  any  of  those  Colonies  or  water  borne  f 
except  in  rivers,  bays  &  Sounds. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Cha'8  Thompson,  Sec/. 


Sundry  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  185.] 

In  Congress,  Nov.  4,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Assemblies  or  Conven- 
tions of  the  Colonies  respectively  to  set  &  keep  their  gunsmiths  at  work  to 
manufacture  good  fire-locks  with  bayonets,  each  fire-lock  to  be  made  with  a 
good  bridle  lock,  3-4  of  an  inch  bore  and  of  a  good  substance  at  the  breech, 
the  barrel  to  be  3  feet  8  Inches  in  length ;  the  bayonets  to  be  18  Inches  in  the 
blade,  with  a  small  ramrod,  the  upper  end  thereof  to  be  trumpet  mouthed; 
that  the  price  to  be  given  be  fixed  by  the  Assembly  or  Convention  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  each  Colony;  and  that  until  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good 
arms  can  be  manufactured,  they  import  as  many  as  are  wanted,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures,  Assemblies, 
or  Conventions  of  the  Colonies,  to  enact  a  Law  or  pass  an  Ordinance  inflict- 
ing the  following  punishment  upon  such  as  harbour  deserters  knowing  them 
to  be  such,  viz:  a  fine  upon  all  such  offenders  not  less  than  30  nor  more  than 
50  dollars,  &  in  the  case  of  inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punished  with 
whipping,  not  exceeding  39  lashes  for  each  oifence;  also,  that  they  impower 
the  Commander-in-chief  or  the  officers  commanding  a  detachment  or  any 
out-post  to  administer  an  oath  &  swear  any  person  or  ptTsons  to  the  truth  of 
any  information  or  intelligence  or  any  other  matter  relative  to  the  publick 
service. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  New 
England  to  impower  the  General  to  impress  Carriages,  vessels,  horses  or 
other  things  necessary  at  a  reasonable  rate  fur  the  transportation  or  march  of 
the  army  or  any  part  of  it,  or  on  any  otlier  emergency;  and  that  this  power 
may  be  deputed  in  writing  under  the  hand  of  the  General  to  the  Quarter- 
Master  General  or  any  prior  officer,  who  are  to  be  accountable  for  any  abuse 
thereof. 

Nov.  10,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and 
Committees  of  Safety  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  to  appoint  certain  per- 
sons within  each  of  the  said  Colonies,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  employ 
&,  set  to  work  so  many  persons  as  they  may  think  proper  both  to  work  up 
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such  e  trth  as  is  now  fit  for  making  salt-petre  &  to  collect  together  &  place  in 
beds  or  walls  under  sheds  all  such  earth  «fe  composiiion  of  maie.-ials  as  are 
suitable  to  produce  salt-petre  after  being  duly  exposed  to  the  air,  in  order  to 
increase  the  produce  of  it,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  respective  Colonies 
be  directed  to  send  this  resolution  together  with  the  resolutions  of  ihe  last 
session  respecting  salt-petre  to  their  respective  Colonies  and  cause  them  to 
be  printed  and  made  puolick  there. 

Extract  Trom  the  Minutes. 

Chas.  TflosiPSON,  Sec>'. 


Resolution  of  Congress  Relating  to  the  Army  before  Boston. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers,  Vol.  11.,  p.  187.] 

In  Congress,  Nov.  4,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  new  army  intended  to  be  before  Boston  consist  of  ^ 

20,372  men,  oflficers  included. 

That,  if  upon  trial,  the  number  of  men  before  resolved  on  cannot  be  raised 
out  of  the  present  array,  then  the  oflBcers  for  the  new  army  recruit  their  sev- 
eral regiments  &  companies  to  their  full  complement,  and  in  case  the  neces- 
sity of  the  service  require  it,  that  the  General  be  impowered  to  call  forth  the 
minute  men  or  militia  of  the  Massachusetts  bay  or  the  neighboring  Colonies 
according  to  the  nature  and  exigence  of  the  service. 

December  7. 

Whereas  doubts  may  arise  respecting  the  true  intent  &  construction  of  a  ^  J 

certain  resolution  of  this  Congress  passed  the  4  day  of  November  last  im- 
powering  the  General,  in  case  the  necessity  of  the  service  should  require  it,  *■  -^ 

to  call  forth  the  minute  men  &  militia  of  the  New  England  Colonies : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  shall  not  extend  or  be  construed  to 
authorize  the  General  to  call  forth  the  said  minute  men  or  militia  without 
having  applied  to  and  obtained  the  consent  of  those  officers  in  whom  the 
Executive  power  of  Government  may  be  vested. 

Extract  from  minutes. 


[This  was  found  in  the  State  Library 
with  the  name  of  (I  suppose)  Charles 
Thomson,  torn  off.] 

J.  F. 


Nov^  4'^ 


Voted,  That  the  Delegates  or  Representatives  to  be  chosen  to 
represent  this  Colony  in  Future  shall  be  chosen  by  the  voices  or 
Votes  of  the  Electors  and  not  by  the  value  of  their  Estates. 

That  every  Elector  for  Representatives  in  this  Colony  be  Pos- 
sessed of  a  Freehold  or  real  Estate  of  the  value  of  Twenty  Pounds 
Lawf  money  in  such  Town  or  place  where  the  Election  shall  be. 

That  every  Person  so  elected  shall  be  worth  Three  hundred 
Pounds  L'  money  in  real  Estate  in  this  Colony ;  the  Election  to 
be  adjudged  ot  by  the  Selectmen  &  the  moderator  of  the  meeting, 
saving  an  Appeal  to  the  Congress  or  house  of  Representatives. 
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That  every  Town,  Parish  or  Precinct  in  this  Colony  containing 
one  hundred  Freeholders  as  aforesaid  may  send  one  Delegate  or 
Representative  to  the  Congress  or  General  Assembly  ;  and  that 
Every  such  Town,  Parish  or  Precinct  having  a  greater  number  of 
Freeholders,  may  send  a  member  for  every  hundred  such  Free- 
holders. 

That  Precepts  be  sent  to  every  Town,  Parish  or  Precinct  in  this 
Colony,  Directing  them  to  Elect  a  member  &  send  to  the  Con- 
gress to  be  holden  at  Exeter  in  said  Colony  on  the  day  of 
next,  if  such  Town,  Parish  or  Precinct  contain  one  hun- 
dred such  Freeholders,  and  if  not,  then  to  couple  with  one  or 
more  other  Towns  or  Parishes  untill  they  make  up  that  number 
of  such  Freeholders. 


[p.  118.]  Nov'  7">  1775. 

In  Congi-ess  at  Exeter. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Training  souldiers  in 
East  Kingston  against  Lieut.  Col.  Gale  for  unfair  Proceedings  in 
the  Election  of  officers  in  that  Company : 

Voted,  That  Nathaniel  Balch,  Daviii  Lawrence,  Esq'  Dec" 
Kuowles,  Samuel  Dudley  Esq"'  Abel  Webster,  Capt.  Caleb  Page, 
Mr.  John  Cragin,  Deacon  Benj*  Brown  &  Samuel  Chase  Esq'  be  a 
Committee  to  Exarain  into  the  subject  matter  of  said  Petition  & 
to  hear  the  said  Gale  and  the  Petitioners  thereon,  and  make  Re- 
port to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 


Petition  of  Soldiers  of  East  Kingston. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  203.] 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 

To  the  Hon*^'®  The  Congress  for  said  Colouy  at  Exeter,  convened  31^'  October 
1775. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Training  Soldiers  Inhabitants  of  the  East  Parish 
of  Kingston  in  said  Colouy,  whose  Names  are  hereto  subscribed: 

Shewith  —  That  agreeable  to  Recommendation  from  the  Hon'''®  Continen- 
tal Congress,  Jacob  Gale,  Esq.  Lieutenant  ('olonel  of  the  Seventh  Regiment, 
did  on  the  29  Day  of  September  hist  order  a  meeting  of  the  said  Soldiers,  the 
same  to*  be  on  the  2'^  day  of  October  current,  at  the  hour  of  one  or  two  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  Day,  in  order  to  chuse  officers  for  the  Company  to 
which  your  petitioners  belong: 

That  accordingly  your  Petitioners  did  attend  on  the  said  day  and  hour  at 
the  Meeting  House  in  tlie  said  East  Parish,  (being  tiie  place  appointed,)  and 
there  attended  tor  about  the  space  of  lour  hours,  from  that  time,  in  hopes 
that  the  said  Col"^  Gale  wo'd  have  been  present,  and  that  in  a  regular  manner 
they  might  have  proceeded  to  the  Business  for  which  they  were  Convened. 
But  your  Petitioners  (who  are  the  Major  part  of  the  said  Company  by  far) 
dispairing  of  the  Presence  of  the  said  Lt.  Col"  Gale,  (as  the  appointed  time 
■was  so  far  Elapsed,)  departed  every  one  to  his  Home. 
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Now  so  it  is,  May  it  Please  your  Honors,  —  That  after  the  Departure  of 
your  Petitioners  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  the  said  CoP  Gale,  at  about  the 
hour  of  Seven  in  the  Night  of  the  said  last  mentioned  day,  attended  on  the 
said  Business  at  the  aforesaid  meeting-house,  where  he  found  divers  of  the 
said  soldiers,  and  without  considering  the  hour  and  the  absence  of  your  Peti- 
tioners (who  had  so  considerable  a  share  in  the  choice  of  tln'  officers)  pro- 
ceeded to  chuse,  and  Ezra  Currier  was  then  chosen  Captain  oi  the  said  Com- 
pany, Jacob  Ordway  Lieutenant,  and  other  officers:  which  choice  of  officers 
and  Method  of  chusing,  is  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  Majority  of  the  said 
soldiers,  and  has  a  tendency  to  Interrupt  that  Harmony  which  in  the  Day  of 
Peril  and  Distress,  sho'd  in  a  more  especial  manner  subsist  between  the 
officers  and  men : 

Tour  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray  your  Honours  consideration 
of  the  foregoing  circumstances,  and  that  you  may  interfere  therein:  That 
your  Petitioners  may  have  an  opportunity  of  a  fair,  candid,  and  important 
vot€  at  a  future  day,  and  that  the  former  choice  may  be  declared  Null. 

Benjamin  Smith  Richard  French 

Jonathan  Davis  John  Welch,  jr. 

John  Hutchison  Andrew  Mace 

Eiiphalet  Webster  Abraham  Smith 

Jeremiah  Folsom  Noah  Carter 

John  Sambom  William  Fifield 

Samuel  French  Enoch  Chase 

Nat.  Gil.  Bachelder  Richard  Smith 

Moses  Stevens  Joseph  Bean 

Edward  Greeley  Jonathan  Clough 

Enoch  Bayley  Ezekiel  Merrill 

Jon*  Lad  Webster  William  Samson 

True  Pearkins  John  Morrill 

Samuel  Palmer  James  Buswel 

Thomas  Challis  Daniel  Samson. 


Report  of  Committee  on  the  foregoing  Petition. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  n.,  p.  205.] 

Wee  the  Com**^  being  appointed  by  the  Hon*''^  Congress  to  hear  the  dis- 
pute between  Col"  Gale  &  the  petitioners  within  mentioned,  respecting  the 
choice  of  officers  in  that  Company  in  East  Kingstowne :  We  have  accord- 
ingly heard  the  parties  &  agree  to  Report  as  follows,  (viz,)  That  the  proceed- 
ings of  Col°  Gale  with  respect  to  the  warning  &  his  proceedings  in  the  choice 
of  their  officers  in  thai  company  was  Elegal  and  not  agreeable  to  the  Resolves 
of  the  Congress  in  that  respect,  &  think  the  3*^  Company  ought  to  have  the 
benefit  of  a  new  choice  of  officers. 

Novr  8"»  1776. 

Sam'l  Dudley 
Abeel  Webster, 
James  Kxowles 
Benjamin  Brown 
John  Cragin 
Nath'l  Balch 
Sam'l  Chase 
C.  Page 
David  Lawrencbt, 

This  Report  accepted  Nov'  16,  1775. 
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Voted,  That  the  Port  of  Piscataqua  &  Fortresses  lately  built 
for  the  defence  of  it  be  supported  by  this  Colony. 

That  Two  hundred  men  be  Enlisted  &  Employed  as  Matrosses 
or  Artillery  men,  Including  those  already  Enlisted  &  Employed 
for  the  support  &  Defence  of  the  said  Fortresses,  for  the  term  or 
space  of  two  months,  unless  they  or  any  number  of  them  should 
be  discharged  sooner  by  order  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  for  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Three  hundred  men,  officers  included,  be  Enlisted 
&  Employed  as  soldiers  for  the  support  &  Defence  of  the  said 
Fortresses  &  other  Ports  &  Passes  in  &  about  Piscataqua  Harbour 
for  the  Term  or  space  of  Two  months,  unless  they  or  any  number 
of  them  should  be  discharged  sooner  by  order  of  the  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  hereby  are  Ira- 
powered  &  Directed  to  receive,  allow  and  pay  such  accounts  as 
shall  be  laid  before  them  for  Doctoring,  Nursing  &  boarding  sick 
&  wounded  soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  as  they  shall 
judge  to  be  reasonable  &  well  vouched. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  Parishes  & 
Precints  in  this  Colony  who  have  supplied  any  of  the  soldiers 
Enlisted  in  the  service  ot  this  Colony  with  guns,  Imediately  ren- 
der their  accounts  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Particularly  Dis- 
tinguishing those  which  the  soldiers  are  to  allow  the  value  of, 
from  those  which  are  to  be  return'd  &  six  shillings  allowed  for  the 
use  of  them :  Also  the  Name  of  each  Person  who  receiv'd  said 
guns,  and  what  Company  each  belonged  to. 

Voted,  That  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  Colony  in  the 
Continental  Army  be  allowed  nine  pence  per  day  for  billeting 
from  the  Time  of  their  Marching  untill  they  arived  at  Head 
Quarters. 

[p.  119.]  Voted,  That  each  Non-commission'd  officer  and  sol- 
dier in  the  corps  commanded  by  Col.  Beedle  in  the  Contmental 
Array  commanded  by  Gen.  Schuyler  be  paid  Twenty-four  shil- 
lings in  lieu  of  a  Coat  Promised  him. 


Nov'  8'". 


Voted,  That  Col°  Wingate,  Lieut.  Col.  Burnura  and  Major 
Hackett  have  the  command  of  the  Five  hundred  men  raised  for 
the  Preservation  &  Defence  of  the  Fortresses  on  Piscataqua  river, 
and  that  they  Nominate  Four  Captains  to  command  four  Com- 
panys  to  be  raised,  Provided  the  men  be  Enlisted  Imediately  in 
consequence  of  their  said  Nomination,  and  that  Major  Weeks  be 
appointed  to  communicate  the  votes  of  this  Congress  to  the  said 
officers,  and  make  return  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  raay  be. 
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Voted,  That  Capt  Pierce  Long  be  appointed  Barrack  master  to 
the  Forces  raised  for  the  preservation  &  Defence  of  the  Harbour 
of  Piscataqua  &  the  Fortresses  thereon,  and  that  Major  George 
Gains  be  appointed  Quarter  Master  to  said  forces. 

"Voted,  That  the  Matrossea  or  Artillery  men  be  Divided  into 
two  Companys  to  be  commanded  by  Capt.  Titus  Salter  and  Capt. 
Eliphalet  Daniel. 

Voted,  That  Jacob  Worthen,  Robert  Parker  &  William  Hack- 
ett,  be  allowed  &  paid  four  shillings  &  six  pence  per  day  for  their 
services  as  Master  Cfirpenters,  and  that  the  other  carpenters  be 
allowed  &  paid  three  shillings  per  day  for  their  wages.  (Recon- 
sidered Nov  IS'".) 

It  being  represented  to  this  Congress  that  the  Butchers  in 
Portsmouth  have  taken  unreasonable  fees  for  killing  Cattle  Drove 
into  Portsmouth  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  as  well  as  the  Pro- 
vincial Forces  now  employ'd  in  &  about  Piscataqua  Harbour  — 
which  measure  is  very  oppressive  : 

Therefore  Voted  &  Resolved  by  this  Congress  That  the  said 
Butchers  refund  all  such  unreasonable  fees,  and  for  the  future 
Take  none  such,  or  that  such  Butchers  be  not  suffered  to  kill  any 
more  Beef  in  said  Town  for  the  use  of  the  said  F'orces. 

Capt.  Shadrach  Hodgdon's  account  tor  supplying  Fascines  for 
the  batteries  being  read,  voted  That  it  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
Committee  of  Supplies. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  New  Market  be  sent  for  to 
attend  the  Congress  forthwith  and  answer  for  their  neglect  of 
Numbering  their  Inhabitants  according  to  the  order  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

Voted  That  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq'',  Samuel  Sherburne  Esq"^, 
the  Hon^'-^  Col"  Meshech  Weare,  Benj»  Giles,  Esq^  &  Richard 
Downing  Esq''  be  a  Committee  to  audit  &  Examin  the  Accounts 
of  George  Jalfrey  Esq.  late  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  and  make 
report  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon''"'  Matthew  Thornton  Esq--  be  Colonel  of 
Londonderry  Regiment  of  Militia  lately  eomman-led  by  himself; 
That  William  Gregg  be  his  Lieutanant  Colonel ;  That  John  Pin- 
kerton  be  his  first  Major  &  that  .Tames  McGregore  jun''  be  his 
second  Major. 

Voted,  That  .John  Webster,  Esq""  be  Colonel  of  Chester  Regi- 
ment, Nathaniel  Emerson  be  his  Lieutenant  Colonel;  That  Josiab 
Fogg  be  his  first  Major,  and  that  William  White  be  his  second 
Major. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Shepard  be  first  Major  of  Col"  David 
Hobart's  Regiment,  and  that  Alexander  Craige  be  second  Major 
of  said  Regiment. 
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Peiition  from  Londondzrry^  relating   to  ajypointvixent  of  Mili- 

tary    Officers. 

ICopied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Vol.  II.,  p.  189.) 

To  our  Uon'®  Proviijoial  Con':^ressDow&'ti,in,";  at  Eretar:  We  uhe  undersi'^ned 
Desiera  the  old  Field  Officers,  vi?..  Colon.  Matlliew  Thornton  &  Col"  Stephen 
Holland  Esquires,  each  as  formerly,  and  we  alow  them  to  appoint  the  Majers 
at  their  Pleasuer. 

Londonderry,  Nov'  ye  7'^,  1775. 

P.  S.  If  the  above  Gentlemen  will   not  apoint  them  We  nominate  Cant. 
Will™  Gregg,  Lieut.  John  Pinkerton,  &  James  McGregore,  Marchant,  tor 


first  Major. 


As  witness  our  hands. 


Moses  Barnet 
Sam^  Allison 
Robert  Moore 
Fras  Chase 
Will"'  Wallace 
Daniel  Runnels 
Daniel  McAtfee. 


Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackson. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  191.] 

Portsmouth,  November  S"',  1775. 
Gent" 

By  order  of  General  Sullivan  I  raised  a  Company  of  Artillery  consisting  of 
42  men,  otficers  included,  their  particular  duty  was  to  take  care  and  Exercise 
the  Brass  Field  ordinance,  and  in  case  of  attack  to  move  with  said  Artillery 
from  place  to  place  as  they  shall  be  ordered:  the  term  of  enlistment  was  15 
days,  which  will  be  expired  the  11"'  instant.  The  Pieces  and  utensil  are  of 
great  value  and  I  have  in  my  possession  the  following  valuable  and  important 
stores,  viz. 

60  pounds  of  Flannel  cartrage  with 
Canasters  of  Lead  shott,  each  cannister  contains 
48  Muskett  Balls. 
40  rounds  paper  cartridges, 
24  single  canisters  charged  each  48  Balls, 
6  dozen  turn'd  Wooden  Wadds, 
1  dozen  ^ovt'fires  f 
24  Tent  tubes,  charged  with  (|uick  match  &  composition. 

Many  of  the  stores  I  received,  by  a  special  request  from  the  liabratory  at 
Cambridge,  and  are  of  too  much  importance  to  be  left  without  proper  persons 
to  take  the  care  of  them.  I  beg  to  know  whether  some  few  of  tlie  Company 
may  not  be  retained  in  the  service  for  the  said  purpose,  &  whether  I  shall  keep 
the  stores  in  my  hands  untU  further  orders. 

I  am  with  great  respect,  your  hum'  serv* 

Ham.  Jackson. 
Further  stores : 
1  doz.  of  Tubes  uncharged, 
3  doz.  round  2  3-4  Iron  round  shot, 
3  port-fire  stocks, 
3  small  Bundles  slow  fire  match. 
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Letter  relating  to  the  defence  of  Piscataqua  Harbor, 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  n.,  p.  193.] 

Head  Quarters,  Portsmo  Nov.  8,  1775. 
Gent" 

The  works  at  the  entrance  of  the  Piscataqua  Harbour,  which  are  thought 
absolutely  necessary  to  defend  the  same  are  so  extensive  and  so  exceedingly 
exposed,  by  being  situated  on  Islands  so  diflScult  to  reinforce,  that  eight  hian- 
dred  men  including  the  Companys  of  Artillery,  the  men  necessary  to'manage 
the  shipping  and  tire-rafts,  is  full  short  of  we  dare  undertake  to  defend  the 
same  with,  for  the  first  month;  after  which  time  a  much  less  number  may 
be  necessary  as  the  season  of  the  year  may  be  such  as  may  render  an  attack 
less  probable.  Any  military  Gentleman  that  will  undertake  to  defend  the 
Posts  with  a  less  number,  to  them  we  resign  our  command  with  pleasure ;  in 
the  mean  time  we  will  remain  at  our  respective  Posts,  with  all  the  men  we 
can  persuade  to  tarry,  until  superceded  or  reinforced :  We  most  heartily  thank 
the  Hon'''«  Congress  for  the  very  great  honour  they  have  done  us,  in  nomi- 
nating us  to  the  command,  and  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  make 
ourselves  worthy  of  the  trust  the  Congress  have  proposed  to  honor  us  with, 
we  should  accept  with  gratitude. 

Joshua  Wixgate, 

.lONATHAN   BUBNHAM, 

Jasies  Hacket. 


General  Orders  for  Col.  Burnham  at  Piercers  Island. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  H.,  p.  195.] 

Head  Quarters  on  Seavey's  Island 

Nov  S'l  1775,  8  o'clock  forenoon. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  anxiety  that  the  commanding  officer  observes  the 
Disposition  of  many  of  the  officers  &  Soldiers  to  return  to  their  respective 
Homes  before  the  Troops  can  be  recruited ;  a  moment's  reflection  will  con- 
vince every  person  of  the  Necessity  of  keeping  the  posts  properly  mann'd;  for 
should  the  Enemy  make  an  attack  when  the  Posts  are  deserted,  the  country 
must  be  inevitably  lost,  and  the  great  Expence  and  labours  in  raising  Fortifi- 
cations render  d  useless. 

The  commanding  Officers  will  see  that  every  grievance  is  immediately  re- 
dressed, and  that  every  man  shall  be  paid  for  the  full  time  of  his  service,  and 
he  most  earnestly  begs  that  every  officer  will  use  his  utmost  influence  to  keep 
the  Men  to  their  Duty,  untill  the  pleasure  of  the  Provincial  Congress  be 
known. 

Indorsed  —  "General  Orders  for 
Col"  Burnham,  at  Pierce's  Island." 


Nov.  9*. 


Voted,  That  Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen  be  and  hereby  is  ordered 
to  pay  all  due  obedience  to  the  orders  of  this  Congress  respecting 
his  business  as  Engineer  at  the  Port  of  Piscataqua. 

Voted,  That  Abraham  Drake  be  Lieutenant  Colonell  of  the 
third  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  commanded  by  Col° 
Moulton  ;  That  Enoch  Page  be  first  Major  &  William  Prescott 
second  Major  of  said  Regiment. 
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Upon  a  motion  made  by  Capt.  Pierce  Long  &  seconded  by 
Mr.  bamuel  Sherburne  Respecting  the  Legality  of  Gen^  Folsom's 
holding  a  seat  in  this  house :  — 

Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  that  matter  be  not  now  taken 
up,  nor  until  there  shall  be  a  fuller  house. 

Upon  reading  a  Petition  of  Mark  Duty  representing  that  Joseph 
Smith  tfeNehemiah  Hadley  both  of  Wyndhara  had  in  consequence 
of  a  Warr'  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  ot  said  Wyndham  un- 
constitutionally deprived  him  of  his  liberty  lor  some  time  &  had 
taken  from  him  a  cow  &  disposed  thereof  to  their  own  use,  and 
Praying  reliex,  &c. 

[p.  121.]  Voted,  That  the  said  Smith  &  Hadley  and  also  Peter 
Merrill  &  Sam^  Morrison,  all  of  Wyndham,  be  notified  to  appear 
before  this  Congress  on  Saturday  the  Eleventh  Instant  to  answer 
for  their  conduct  respecting  the  matter  complained  of,  by  reading 
the  complaint  &  order  of  Congress  to  each  of  them. 


Nov'  lO"'. 


Voted,  That  all  those  men  who  have  served  as  soldiers  in  the 
late  Alarm  at  Portsm"  (such  men  being  properly  Enlisted  at  said 
Portsmouth)  be  paid  as  soldiers  in  the  army,  (Except  costs  &c.) 
and  also  all  others  who  went  down  &  can  make  it  appear,  that 
they  did  duty  there  at  said  time.  Exclusive  of  those  who  are 
under  pay  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  no  more  officers  be 
paid  as  such,  than  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant  &  one  Ensign  to 
each  Forty  Privates. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to  those  Gen- 
tlemen that  generously  laboured  on  the  Batterys  and  other  works- 
at  Portsmouth  on  the  late  sudden  alarming  emergency. 

Voted,  That  all  the  votes  of  Saturday  last  Respecting  Electing 
Delegates  as  Representatives  &  the  Qualifications  of  the  Electors 
&  Elected  &  the  manner  of  choosing  &  sending  them,  be  and 
hereby  are  Reconsidered  and  made  void.  ^ 


Nov'  11"». 


Voted,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  President 
of  this  Congress,  to  write  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to 
Gen'  Washington,  (In  the  name  of  this  Congress,)  a  Recommen- 
dation of  Dr.  Hall  Jackson  to  be  chief  surgeon  ot  the  Northern 
Division  of  the  Continental  Army  or  to  appoint  him  in  any  other 
way,  according  to  his  Meritt. 
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Letter  from   General   Washington  to   General  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  1538.] 

Cambridge,  November  12,  1775. 
Sir  — 

At  a  time  when  some  of  our  sea-port  Towns  are  cruelly. and  wantonly  laid 
in  ashes,  and  ruin  and  devastation  denounced  against  others ;  when  the  arms  v 

are  demanded  of  the  inhabitants,  and  hostages  required,  in  effect,  to  surren- 
der their  liberties ;  when  General  Howe,  by  proclamation,  under  the  threat  of 
military  execution,  has  forbid  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  to  leave  the  Town 
without  his  permission  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing;  when,  by  another 
proclamation,  he  strictly  forbids  any  person's  bringing  out  of  that  place  more 
than  five  pounds  sterling  of  their  property  in  specie,  because,  truly,  the  Min- 
isterial Army  under  his  command  may  be  injured  by  it;  and  when,  by  a  third 
Proclamation  (alter  leaving  the  inhabitants  no  alternative)  he  calls  upon  them 
to  take  arms,  under  officers  of  his  appointing  —  it  is  evident  that  the  most  ^ 

tyrannical  and  cruel  system  is  adopted,  for  the  destruction  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  this  Continent,  that  ever  disgraced  the  most  despotick  Ministry, 
and  ought  to  be  opposed  by  every  means  in  our  power,  -i 

I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  d^lay  no  time  in  causing  the  seizure  of 
every  officer  of  Government  at  Portsmouth,  who  have;  given  pregnant  proofs  'f ,  : 
of  their  unfriendly  disposition  to  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in;  and  when  you 
have  seized  them,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety  in  what  manner  to  dispose  of  them  in  that  Government.  I  do  not 
mean  that  they  should  be  kept  in  close  confinement.  If  either  of  those 
bodies  should  incline  to  send  them  to  any  of  the  interior  Towns,  upon  their 
parole  not  to  leave  them  till  released,  it  will  meet  with  my  concurrence. 

For  the  present  I  shall  avoid  giving  you  the  like  order  in  respect  to  the 
tories  in  Portsmouth ;  but  the  day  is  not  far  off  when  they  will  meet  with 
this  or  a  worse  fate,  if  there  is  not  a  considerable  reformation  in  their  con- 
duct.    Of  this  they  may  be  assured. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant 

George  Washington. 

To  General  Sullivan. 

[Same  to  William  Palfrey,  Esq.,  Portsmouth.] 


Another  Letter  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackson. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  173.] 

[No  date.] 
To  the  Hon''!"^  President  and  Members  of  the  New  Hampshire  Congress: 

Gent'n  — 

It  having  been  insinuated  that  I  have  been  absent  from  the  army  a  consid- 
erable part  of  my  time  since  my  first  entering,  I  beg  leave  humbly  to  inform 
the  Congress  that  arrived  at  the  army  19^''  of  June,  I  tarried  until  the  29''', 
when  not  having  a  shift  of  cloathing,  I  in'orra  General  Folsom  that  I  pur- 
posed going  home;  he  positively  relused  it  and  insisted  upon  my  tarrying, 
as  the  small  pox  was  in  the  army  and  not  one  of  his  surgeons  had  had  the 
disease ;  however  on  my  promise  to  return  in  a  few  days  he  consented,  hav- 
ing first  sloped  my  whole  chirurgical  aparatus  for  his  son  Adams,  who  (as 
well  as  every  otlier  suigeou  in  the  New  Hampshire  Regiment)  was  at  that, 
time  even  destitute  of  a  needle  to  ligate  a  bleeding  vessell.  The  Congress 
desired  me,  when  at  Exeter,  to  procure  some  proper  person  to  mount  some 
field  Pieces,  which  I  endeavoured  to  do,  but  could  not;  I  therefore  took  a 
drawing  of  everj-  member  of  a  field  carriage ;  when  I  arrived  at  Portsm°  I 
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employ'd  myself  every  day,  from  sun-rising  to  sun-setting  in  mountinc  the 
Brass  field  Pieces,  which  are  as  well  e:;ecuted  ;v9  any  one  on  the  Continent. 
On  the  13"*  of  July  I  return' d  to  the  army,  and  have  never  been  absent  but 
eight  days,  on  command,  to  recrute  the  Medical  chest,  which  I  did  at  Salem 
and  Portsmouth.  I  have  now  been  home  tifteen  days,  ray  whole  time  has 
been  taken  up  in  laying  out  fortifications  at  Kittery  and  New  Castle,  in  mak- 
ing Cartridges,  Cannisters  and  Port  Fires  for  the  field  Pieces;  in  raising  and 
exercise  the  Artillery  Company,  in  hearing  and  administering  to  the  innu- 
merable complaints  of  the  soldiers  in  regard  to  llieir  health. 

The  Hon'"'"  Congress  will  please  to  observe  that  I  first  perform  my  Business, 
then  ask  for  such  a  reward  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable;  while  others  con- 
scious of  their  own  inabilities,  would  not  venture  their  performances  on  the 
same  issue,  but  insist  on  large  and  remarkable  stipends  before  they  enter 
the  service. 

If  there  is  the  least  objection  in  Congress  to  grant  me  the  Commission  I 
ask'd  for,  I  am  so  little  anxious  to  continue  in  the  service  that  I  beg  leave  to 
retract  my  request. 

I  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  never  received  but  one  shilling  and  four 
pence,  and  have  not  charged  more  than  twenty  shillings  since  the  17">  day  of 
June,  tho'  my  accounts  for  seven  years  past  have  never  been  less  than  £;i30 
iawfull  money. 

H.  Jackson. 


Letter  from  Hon.  Josiah  Bartlett  t&c.    To   the    Committee  of 

Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II..  p.  199.) 

Philadelphia,  NoV  13"»,  1775. 
Gent'n 

Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you  the  Letter  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  our  House 
of  Assembly;  I  suppose  it  came  from  England,  sent  by  the  agents  who  pre- 
sented the  late  Petition  of  Congress.     By  it  you  will  be  able  to  guess  what 
will  be  the  fate  of  that  Petition.     I  also  send  you  a  Duplicate  of  the  vote  of 
•  Congress  concerning  our  civil  afTairs,  the  first  copy  of  the  vote  was  sent  Nov'' 

Yesterday  Capt.  Langdon  set  off  on  his  journey  to  Canada,  so  that  I  am 
left  here  alone  to  act  in  Behalf  of  our  Colony.  I  don't  expect  him  here  any 
more  During  this  Session  of  the  Congress.  When  the  Congress  will  rise  I 
can't  say,  But  fear  it  can't  till  winter,  if  it  can  before  Spring, 

The  affair  of  the  ships  taken  at  Portsmouth  has  not  been  considered  by 
Congress,  by  reason  of  urgent  Business;  But  I  expect  soon,  that  that  &, 
several  other  captures  will  be  taken  umler  consideration  &  some  General 
Rules  adopted;  when  any  thing  is  Determined  on  it,  will  inform  you  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

I  am  Directed  by  the  Congress  to  send  you  the  Inclosed  Resolves  for 
making  salt  petre,  and  I  would  earnestly  Recommend  the  putting  tliem  in 
practice.  It  appears  from  several  Experiments  in  this  Colony  that  the  sur- 
face of  the  Earth  that  has  been  for  some  years  kept  from  the  rain  will  pro- 
duce Salt  Petre.  The  floor  of  a  meeting-house  being  taken  up,  the  Earth 
under  it  produced  one  pound  from  every  Bushel :  under  Barns,  Stables,  &,c. 
much  more.  There  appears  to  be  no  more  art  in  making  it  than  in  making 
pot  ash;  when  the  liquor  is  properly  Boiled  and  put  into  Pans  to  cool,  it 
shoots  «&  sticks  to  the  Bottom  cfc  sides  very  Beautifully.  The  Liquor  may 
then  be  easily  Drained  off  and  either  Boyled  over  ;vgain  or  put  on  another 
mash. 

(I)  See  anfe-pages  641-3. 
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Tho'  probably  the  Continent  will  be  well  supplied  with  Powder  in  the 
Spring,  yet  it  is  best  by  all  means  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  our  enemiea 
to  Defeat  us  of  that  necessary  article,  by  supplying  ourselves,  and  if  we  have 
a  double  or  Treble  Quantity  it  will  be  no  Damage,  and  in  future  save  our 
Cash  from  being  sent  abroad  after  it. 

I  am,  Gentlemen  your  friend  &  Humble  serv' 

JosiAH  Babtlett. 
The  Committee  of  Safety 
of  New  Hampshire. 


Ijetter  from  Portsmouth   Committee   of  Safety,  on  compensat- 
ing Dr.  Hall  Jackson. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap,,  Vol.  H.,  p.  201.] 

Committee  Hall,  Portsm^  13  Nov'.  1775. 
To  the  Hon''!*  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hamp^ 

Gent"  —  On  the  Representation  of  the  Delegates  for  this  Town  (represent- 
ing the  Inhabitants  in  Congress)  That  a  motion  being  made,  We  should  take 
under  consideration  a  recompence  for  Doct.  Hall  Jackson's  services  as  sur- 
geon to  the  army  at  Head  Quarters,  do  in  consequence  thereof  beg  leave  to 
inform  the  Congress,  That  on  the  News  arriving  in  this  Town  of  the  Battle 
at  Charlestown  in  June  last,  and  being  well  informed  that  a  Gentleman  of 
known  abilities  in  Surgery  was  much  wanted,  did  immediately  apply  to  Dr. 
Jackson,  and  intreated  his  setting  off  for  the  Camp,  without  delay  to  assist 
any  distressed  ofl5cers  or  soldiers  that  might  be  unfortunately  wounded; 
Whereupon  he  express' d  a  Readiness,  and  observed  that  he  would  at  our  re- 
quest proceed  without  delay  &  trust  to  a  future  day  for  reward.  We  there- 
fore take  the  liberty  to  Represent  that  Dr.  Jackson  sett  off  the  W-^  June  on 
the  purpose  afores**,  and  was  continued  in  that  service  till  17"*  October  ex- 
cepting about  three  weeks  at  different  times  he  was  in  this  Town  to  visit  his 
Family  (in  which  time  he  was  constantly  employed  in  constructing  Carriages 
and  mounting  Sundry  field  pieces)  for  which  services  this  Committee  (with 
defference  to  the  Hon'''^  Congress)  adjudge  that  an  allowance  of  Fifteen 
pounds  Lawful  money  pr.  month  for  all  his  services  and  Expences  during  the. 
time  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

H.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  Three  persons  be  chosen  to  Exam- 
ine the  <overal  Committees  accounts  and  make  report  to  this 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  That  John  Dudley,  Esq""  Capt. 
Peirce  Long  &  Nathaniel  Bacheller  Esq""  be  the  s*^  Committee. 

Voted,  That  Cap'  Joseph  Spencer  be  Second  Major  of  Col" 
Timothy  Walker's  Regiment  of  minute  men  In  the  room  &  stead 
of  M:!!  r  Benjamin  Goold  who  hath  resigned. 

Votrd,  That  the  several  sums  advanced  by  the  members  of  this 
Congress  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  be  added  to  the  Pay  roll  and 
Lodged  with  the  Treasurer  for  payment. 

Voted,  That  the  members  of  this  Congress  be  paid  for  Sundays 
&  Travel  according  to  the  method  of  the  late  Generall  Assembly; 
and  !  hat  the  members  of  the  late  General  Assemblys  be  paid  in 
the  same  manner. 

Adj*^  to  Munday  the  IS"*,  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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[p.  122]  Nov'  13,  1775.     In  Congress  at  Exeter. 

The  following  votea  were  passed  Nov'  7"*  1775,  but  not  then 
Enter'd,  viz. 

Voted  that  Nicholas  Gilman  Esq.  Nathaniel  Rogers  <&  Benjar- 
min  Giles,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  Examin  &  Audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Committee  of  Supplies  and  make  report  thereon  as  soon  as 
may  be  —  and  also  to  audit  &  Examin  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  procure  Fire  arms  &  report  thereon  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Taverners  & 
Retailers  in  this  Colony  to  render  an  account  on  oath,  of  all 
Liquors  sold  by  them  respectively  (for  which  Excise  has  been 
usually  paid^  to  the  Selectmen  of  their  respective  Towns,  Parishes 
or  Precincts,  from  the  first  Tuesday  in  November  1774  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  November  1775,  and  Pay  said  Selectmen  said  Excise 
at  the  same  rate  as  for  several  years  past  has  been  paid  in  this 
Colony.  And  the  several  Selectmen  are  desired  to  be  careful  in 
collecting  and  returning  the  same  to  the  Receiver  General  of  this 
Colony.  And  the  receiver  General  is  directed  to  allow  said  select- 
men Five  per  cent  out  ot  said  money  as  a  reward  for  their  ser- 
vice. And  all  selectmen  are  Desired,  if  any  person  or  persons 
whom  they  know  to  have  sold  Spirituous  Liquors,  refuses  to  pay 
his,  her  or  their  Excise  as  aforesaid,  to  return  his,  her  or  their 
name  or  names  to  the  receiver  Generall. 

Voted,  That  one  hundred  &  sixty  hand  bills  to  contain  the 
above  vote  be  forthwith  Printed  and  Dispersed  to  the  several 
Towns,  Parishes  &  Precincts  in  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  every  Deserter  from  any  Corps  in  the  Forces 
raised  by  this  Colony  for  the  Continental  Army,  be  apprehended 
by  the  Committees  of  the  respective  places  where  they  may  be 
found  &  convey'd  by  them  to  Head  Quarters  at  Cambridge  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

The  following  vote  was  passed  Nov'  O"*,  but  not  Enter'd  in  its 
proper  place,  viz. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon'''*  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.  William  Whip- 
ple, Richard  Downing,  John  Dudley,  Timothy  Walker,  Esq" 
Ebenezer  Thompson,  Ebenezer  Smith  &  Deacon  James  Knowles, 
Wyseman  Claggett  Esq'  Jonathan  Martin  &  Capt  Caleb  Page, 
Samuel  Ashley  &  Benjamin  Giles  Esq'  and  Israel  Morey  Esq'  & 
Abel  Webster  be  a  Committee  to  Frame  &  bring  in  a  Plan  for 
the  future  Representation  of  the  People  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  .John  Demeritt  be  first  Major  of  the  second 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  and  Capt.  Moses  Yeatou  sec- 
ond Major. 

[p.  123.]  The  following  votes  were  passed  Nov.  lO"'  but  not 
Enter'd  in  the  proper  place,  viz : 
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Voted,  That  there  be  forthwith  enlisted  in  the  service  of  this 
Colony  for  the  detience  &  Security  of  the  Harbour  of  Piscataqua 
and  the  Fortresses  there,  Eight  hundred  men  (officers  included)  to 
be  Divided  into  Eight  companys,  and  officer'd  with  one  Captain, 
Two  Lieutenants  and  one  Ensign  to  each  company,  and  to  remain 
in  the  service  two  months,  unless  they  or  any  number  of  them  be 
sooner  Discharged  by  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 
And  that  they  be  under  the  command  of  the  Field  officers  now 
there,  viz.  Col"  Joshua  Wingate,  Lieut,  Col°  Jonathan  Bnmam, 
and  Major  James  Hackett. 

And  that  Major  Stephen  Clark  of  Epping,  Capt.  Caleb  Hodgs- 

don  of  Dover,  Capt. Parsons  of  Rye,  Capt.  Henry  Elkins 

of  Hampton,  Major  Peter  Coffin  of  Exeter,  Capt  Jacob  Webster 

of  ,  Moses  Baker  of   Candia,  and  Capt.  David  Copp  of 

Wakefield,  be  the  Captains  of  the  said  Eight  companys,  and  that 
Capt.  Baker's  Two  Lieutenants  be  in  Londonderry  regiment,  pro- 
vided they  raise  half  the  Company  or  48  men. 

That  orders  be  given  to  the  Captains  to  Enlist  said  Company 
in  the  following  Form,  viz. : 

In  Congress  at  Exeter,  Nov'',  1775. 
To 

Sir  —  You  are  hereby  Impower'd  Imediately  to  Enlist  a  company  to  con- 
sist of  Ninety  six  able  bodied  Efifeotive  men  well  accoutred  with  arms  & 
Blankets  &c.  Including  Sargeants  &  Corporalls,  as  soldiers  in  the  New 
Hampshire  service  for  the  Defence  of  Piscataqua  Harbour,  for  the  term  of 
Two  months,  unless  Discharged  sooner.  And  you  are  hereby  informed,  you 
shall  be  Entitled  to  the  Command  as  Captain  of  said  Company  when  Raised, 
and  to  Nominate  Three  persons  to  serve  as  subalterns  imder  you,  and  that 
both  officers  &,  soldiers  shall  be  paid  the  same  wages  as  the  Continental 
Troops  are.  Exclusive  of  Coats  &  Blanketts;  and  that  the  soldiei-s  sign  the 
following  Enlistment,  viz. 

We  the  subscribers  Do  severally  Enlist  ourselves  as  soldiers  in  the  New 
Hamp'  service  for  the  Defence  of  Piscataqua  Harbour  for  the  term  of  Two 
months,  unless  Discharged  sooner,  and  we  hereby  Promise  to  submitt  our- 
selves to  all  the  orders  &  regulations  of  the  army,  and  faithfully  to  observe 
&  obey  all  such  orders  as  we  shall  receive  from  time  to  time  from  our  officers. 


[p.  124.]  November  13"'  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
TTpon  a  motion  made  for  considering  the  matter  &  form  of 
Representation  in  this  Colony  in  Future. 

Voted  that  the  consideration  of  that  matter  be  put  off  till  to- 


morrow. 


Voted,  That  the  wages  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies  employ'd 
by  this  Congress  be  now  established,  and  thqt  it  be  four  shillings- 
p'er  day  each.     Reconsidered  14"". 
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Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  paid  six  shillings  per 
day  besides  all  their  expences  in  the  recess  of  the  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  for  procuring  Fire-arms  lay  their 
accounts  before  this  Congress  for  allowance. 

Voted^That  Mr.  President  Thornton,  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson, 
Col.  Ssxm'  Hobart,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Col.  Whipple,  Benj*  Giles 
Esq ,  Gen.  Folsom,  Mr.  Cragin,  Col.  Walker,  Mr.  Prentice,  Col. 
David  Gilman,  Col.  Morey,  iJeacon  Knowles  &  Ebenezer  Smith, 
Esq.  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Plan  for  Representation  of  the 
People  of  this  Colony  in  Future,  &  lay  it  before  the  Congress 


Nov.  14"^. 


Voted,  That  the  votes  of  yesterday  respecting  the  wages  &  pay 
of  the  Committee  of  Supplies  &  the  Committee  of  Safety,  be  con- 
sidered null  &  void. 

Voted,  That  Doctor  Hall  Jackson  be  paid  out  of  the  Public 
Treasury  of  this  Colony  in  full  for  his  good  services  to  this  Col- 
ony from  the  Nineteenth  day  of  June  last  to  the  Fourth  of  August 
last  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Pounds  per  month  —  and  that  he  receive 
a  Commission  from  this  Congress  as  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Troops  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  this  House,  viz.  John  Dudley,  Esq, 
Benjamin  Giles  Esq.  Ichabod  Rawlins,  Esq.  Capt.  Moulton  &  Mr. 
Sparhawk,  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  Beha- 
viour  of   Samuel  Dyer,  a  Person   complain'd   of   as   an  Enemy 
to  this   Country,  and  make  report  to   this    Congress   tomorrow 


morning. 


Voted,  To  appoint  officers  for  the  Artillery  Company  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  that  Capt.  George  Turner  be  Captain  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Shadrach  Hodgdon's  account  for  Stakes  for 
the  Batteries  &c.  amounting  to  four  Pounds  be  allow'd  &  paid  by 
the  Committee  of  Supplies. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Ephraim  Weston's  account  for  services  done 
for  this  Colony  in  the  year  1773,  amounting  to  thirty  three  shil- 
lings be  allowed  &  paid  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury. 

[p.  125.]  The  Committee  appointed  to  Report  a  Method  for 
Representation  begg  Leave  to  lay  the  following  Plan  before  the 
Congress,  viz. 

That  every  Legal  Inhabitant  Paying  Taxes  shall  be  a  voter. 

That  every  Person  Elected  shall  have  a  Real  Estate  in  this  Colony  of  the 
value  of  Two  hundred  Pounds  lawful  money. 

That  no  person  be  allowed  a  seat  in  Congress  who  shall  by  themselves,  or 
any  Person  at  their  Desire  Treat  with  Liquors  Ac.  any  Electors  with  an  ap- 
parent view  of  gaining  their  Votes,  or  by  Treating  after  an  Election  on  that 
Account. 

42 
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That  the  Towns,  Parishes  «fc  Places  in  this  Colony  be  represented  as  Fol- 
lows, viz. 


Portsmouth, 

Hampton 

Northampton 

Exeter 

Londonderry 

New  Castle 

Rye 
tKingston  &      ) 

East  Kingston  ) 

Sandown  &  J 
tHawke  ) 

Greenland 

Newington 

Stratham 

New  Market 

Southampton  &  I 

Newtown  ) 

Kensington 
tPlastow  &  J 

Atkinson    ) 

Hampstead 

Salem 

Felham 


Three 

one 

one 

Two 

Two 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 
one 
one 
one 

one 

one 

one 

one 
one 
one 


Chester 

Candia, 
tRaymond  <fc  ) 

Poplin  ) 

Brentwood 
tHampton-falls  &  i 

Seabrook  ) 

Nottingham 
tDeerfieid  &  ) 

Northwood  ) 
tCauterbury  &  I 

Loudon  ) 

Chichester   ) 
tEpsom  &      > 

Allenstown  ) 

Pembroke 

Wyudham 

Bow  &         \ 
tDunbarton  ) 

Concord 

Epping 

In  R0CKINGHA.M 


Two 
one 

'one 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 
one 

one 

one 
one 

38 


Dover 

Mad  bury 

Durham 

Lee 

Summersworth 

Barrington 
■fGilmanton  «fc  } 

Bamstead       ) 
tSanbornton  &  1 

Meredith  ) 

Rochester 


Two 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 

one 
one 


Leavittstown  ) 
tWakefield  &  >  one 

Middleton       ) 
tNftw  Durham    ) 

the  Gore  &       >  one 

Wolfeborough  ) 
tMoultonboro'  ) 

Sandwich  &    >  one 

Tamworth,      ) 

tf  Strafford,  13 


Amherst 
Litchfield  <fe 

"tNottingham  W 
Dull  stable 
Hollis 

tMerrimack  &  ) 
Bedford  j 

Derryfield  &  I 

tGoffstown      ) 
Weare 
Hopkinton 
Henneker 

tDearing 
Hillsborough  & 
Society  land 
Frincestown  & 

tNew  Boston 


Two 

one 

one 
one 

one 

one 

one 
one 

one 
one 


New  Ipswich 

tBoscawen  &  I 
Salisbury  | 
Temple  &         ) 

tPeter borough   ( 

tWilton  & 
Lyndeborough 
Mile  Strip  & 
Duxbury  Farm 

tMason  &  I 
Raby  5 
New  Britton 

tWarner 
Perrystown  & 
Fisherfield 


one 


one 


one 


one 


one 


one 


In  Hillsborough     17 


1T76.] 


FOUBTH  PBOVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


659 


tRindge 

Jaffrey  & 

Peterboro'  Slip 
tDublin  & 

Monadnock  No. 

Packersfield 
tStoddard 

Washington 

Gilsom 

Marlow  ) 

Surry  &  > 

Alstead  ) 

Hinsdale  &  I 
-fChesterfield  | 

Winchester 

Richmond 

Swanzey  &  } 

Fitzwilliam  ) 


Rockingham 

Stratford 

Hillsborough 


one 


one 


one 


one 


one 

one 
one 

one 


88 
13 

17 


Keen 

Westmoreland 

Walpole 

Charlestown 
tCornish 

Plaintield 

Protectworth  & 

Grantham 

Claremont 
tUnity 

Acworth 

Lempster 

Savill 

Croydon  & 

Newport 

In  Cheshire 


one 

one 
one 
one 

one 

one 


one 


15 


New  Chester 

tHaverhill 

tPlimouth 

Bath, 

Cockermouth 

one 

Lyman 

Alexandria 

Gunthwait 

Romney 

Landatf  & 

Holderness 

Morristown 

■fCampton  & 

one 

Apthorp 

Thornton 

tLancaster 

Lebanon 

Northumberland 

tHanover 

Stratford 

Relhan 

Cockburn 

Canaan 

one 

Colburn 

Cardigan  & 

Conway 

Grafton 

Shelbume 

Lyme 

And  the  Towns 

■fOrford 

above 

Dorchester 

Wentworth 

one 

In  Grafton 

Piermont  & 

Warren 

one 


one 


Cheshire 
Grafton 

Total 


16 
6 

89 


[p.  126.]  That  Precepts  signed  by  the  President  of  this  Congress,  be  sent 
to  the  Selectmen  of  eacli  Town  Named  iu  this  List  singly  to  be  represented, 
to  Elect  &  choose  a  Person  to  Represent  them  in  Congress  to  Meet  at  Exeter 
on  the  Twenty-first  day  of  December  next;  also  to  the  Town  or  Parish 
marked  t  where  Towns  or  Parishes  are  classed  together,  To  Notify  the  several 
Towns  or  Parishes  iu  their  respective  Classes  to  meet  at  the  most  convenient 
Place  in  their  Town  or  Parish  to  accommodate  the  whole  Electors,  To  choose 
some  person  Qualitied  to  Represent  them  as  aforesaid:  And  all  Selectmen  are 
directed  to  give  the  Electors  fifteen  days  Notice  of  the  time  and  occasion  of 
meeting.  Said  Members  when  met  to  set  in  Congress  as  often  and  so  long 
as  they  shall  judge  requisite  for  Acting  the  Publick  Business  of  this  Colony: 
And  to  be  Impowered  by  their  constituents  to  Prosecute  such  measures  as 
they  may  deem  Necessary  for  the  Publick  good,  During  tlie  Term  of  one  year 
from  their  first  meeting,  Unless  they  shall  see  fit  to  Dissolve  themselves 
sooner. 
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And  in  case  there  should  be  a  recommendation  from  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  this  Colony  to  Assume  Government  in  any  way  that  will  require  a 
fp.  127.]  house  of  Representatives,  That  the  said  Congress  for  this  Colony  be 
Impowered  to  Resolve  themselves  into  such  a  House  as  may  be  recommended, 
and  remain  such  for  the  aforesaid  Term  of  one  year. 

And  it  is  further  Recommended,  That  each  Town  or  Parish  who  sends  a 
Member  to  said  Congress  Pay  him  for  his  attendance,  and  where  Towns  or 
Parishes  are  classed  together  in  their  choice,  that  they  pay  their  member  in 
the  same  proportion  as  they  pay  Province  Taxes.  AJl  the  pay  for  their 
Travel  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury. 

Which  Plan  of  Future  Representation  being  read,  understood 
and  considered  in  Congress,  Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted  <fc 
made  a  Resolve  of  this  Congress  and  entered  accordingly. 


Nov^l5'^ 

The  President  being  absent, 

Voted,  That  the  Hon"^  Meshech  Weare  be  President  Pro  tem- 
pore of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  presented  to  the 
Hon"'  Matthew  Thornton  Esq'  for  his  able  &  Faithfull  conduct 
as  President  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Col°  David  Oilman's  account  amounting  to  Twenty 
seven  shillings  for  services  done  by  order  of  Congress,  be  allowed 
&  paid  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev"^  Mr.  Woodbridge  Odlin  be  paid  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury  Fifty  shillings  Lawful  money  for  his  good 
services  in  attending  &  praying  with  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Carpenters  Employed  by  Capt.  Worthen  in 
conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth  be  paid  wages 
according  to  their  agreement. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon"*  Matthew  Thornton  Esq'  be  paid  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury  six  Pounds  L'my  for  his  time  &  Trouble  in 
going  to  Cambridge  and  attending  the  Grand  Council  there. 

Voted  &  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress, 
That  Samuel  Dyer  ought  to  confine  himself  to  his  present  place 
of  abode  in  Berwick  and  that  it  will  not  be  prudent  for  him  to  be 
allow'd  to  Pass  &  repass  in  this  Colony  at  present. 

Voted,  To  add  two  persons  to  the  Committee  for  auditing  the 
ace**  of  the  Com'*®  for  Procuring  fire  arms,  and  that  David  Gil- 
man  &  John  McClary  Esq"  be  of  that  committee,  and  that  said 
Committee  make  a  final  settlement  of  said  Accounts. 

[p.  128.  j  Voted,  That  a  committee  of  three  Persons  be  chosen 
to  carry  mto  Execution  the  Resolve  of  the  Hon"*  Continental 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  of  Thursday  the  26"*  of  October  last 
respecting  Exporting  to  the  Foreign  West  Indies,  Provisions  tfec. 
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for  the  Purpose  of  importing  Arms,  Ammunition,  Sulphur  &  Salt- 
petre, and  that  Capt.  Pierce  Long,  Samuel  Cutts  &  Samuel  Sher- 
burne, Esqr*  be  the  Committee  for  that  Purpose,  and  that  a  sum 
not  exceeding  Two  thousand  Pounds  be  Eraploy'd  (for  Cargo) 
for  the  said  JPurposes  at  the  Proper  Risque  of  this  Colony ;  And 
that  the  said  Committee  have  leave  to  send,  if  they  think  Expe- 
dient to  any  Foreign  Port  for  the  said  commodities. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Evans,  Mr.  Sherburne  &  Mr,  Cutts  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  General  Sullivan,  (now  in  Town),  and  inform 
him  that  at  his  request  this  Congress  is  ready  to  hear  him. 

Voted,  That  a  vote  of  this  Congress  of  the  10'"  inst.  of  June 
last  respecting  Town  officers  be  forthwith  printed  in  hand-bills 
and  distributed  to  the  several  Towns  and  places  in  this  Colony. 

The  subject  matter  of  the  Petition  of  Mark  Duty  being  heard  & 
considered  by  a  Committee  of  this  House,  (viz.  Benj"  Brown,  Jo- 
seph Bartlett,  Abraham  Page,  Zaccheus  Clough  &  David  Law- 
rence) The  said  Committee  made  report  that  the  Cow  in  ques- 
tion be  restored  to  the  Petitioner,  and  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Wyndham  had  no  Power  to  try  the  case,  &  therefore  it  ought 
to  stand  Dismist,  and  that  no  cost  be  paid  on  either  side ;  which 
report  being  read  &  considered, 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted  &  passed  into  a  Resolve  of 
this  House. 

The  Committee  of  this  house,  viz.  Nathaniel  Balch,  David  Law- 
rence &  Samuel  Dudley  Esq'  Abel  Webster,  James  Knowles, 
Benjamin  Brown,  John  Cragin,  Samuel  Chase  Esq''  &  Capt.  Caleb 
Page,  being  appointed  to  examine  into  the  subject  matter  of  the 
[p.  129.]  complaint  of  a  Number  of  the  Trained  Soldiers  in  East 
Kingston,  against  Liet.  Col.  Gale  for  undue  measures  taken  in  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  Militia  there ;  Having  heard 
the  said  parties.  Report  thereon.  That  the  Proceedings  of  Col. 
Gale  with  respect  to  the  warning  &  his  proceedings  in  the  choice 
of  their  officers  in  that  Company  was  Illegal  and  not  agreeable  to 
the  resolves  of  the  Congress  in  that  respect,  and  that  the  said 
Company  ought  to  have  the  Benefit  of  a  new  choice  of  officers  — 
which  report  being  read  and  considered  : 

Voted  that  the  same  be  accepted  and  Pass  into  a  Resolve  of 
this  House. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  his  Excel- 
lency Gen'  Washington  for  his  early  care  &  Notice  taken  of  this 
Colony  in  sending  Gen'  Sullivan  &  other  assistance  to  us  when  we 
were  in  great  Fear  &  Distress. 

Voted,  That  the  Committees  of  Safety  or  of  Correspondence 
in  each  Town  or  Parish  in  this  Colony  be  desired  to  Transmitt  to 
the  Congress  or  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  the 
names  &  places  of  abode  of  all  such  Persons  as  they  suspect  to 
be  any  ways  inimical  to  this  Country,  with  the  causes  and  Evi- 
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dence  of  such  suspicion  ;  and  That  this  vote  be  Printed  in  hand' 
bills  &  Dispersed  through  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress Be  and  Remain  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  And 
that  they  or  the  Major  part  of  them  Act  in  the  same  manner  and 
with  the  same  Authority  as  heretofore,  untill  the  sitting  of  the 
Next  Congress  or  Generall  Assembly  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  attend  General  Sullivan 
at  Portsmouth  on  Tuesday  next  to  take  under  their  consideration 
such  matters  and  things  as  he  shall  lay  before  them. 

Voted,  That  the  officers  &  soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
in  the  Continental  Army,  be  paid  off,  up  to  the  Fourth  day  of 
August  last,  and  Col°  Sam^  Hobart  &  Col"  Timothy  Walker  be 
Paymasters  for  that  purpose. 

[p.  130.]  Whereas  sundry  Persons  hereafter  named  have  at 
the  motion  of  General  Sullivan  by  vertue  of  orders  from  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  in  consequence  of  the  Resolves 
of  the  Hon*"'  the  Continental  Congress,  been  called  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  Congress,  on  suspicion  of  their  being  inimical  to 
this  Country  &  the  Cause  of  Liberty  Now  contending  for, — 
Which  Committee  having  made  Report  thereon  to  this  Congress, 
It  is  thereupon  Voted  and  Resolved  by  this  Congress : — 

1"  That  John  Parker  Esq'  is  a  Friend  to  this  Country  and  is 
Accordingly  set  at  full  Liberty. 

2^  That  Isaac  RiaJge  Esq'  Remove  himself  to  some  place  at 
least  fifteen  miles  from  Portsmouth  and  from  the  Sea,  and  not  on 
any  occasion  leave  the  Town  or  Parish  where  he  shall  remove  to, 
without  Leave  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  ot  Safety. 

3'"'^  That  Capt.  William  Torry  remain  at  New  Market  and  not 
on  any  occasion  leave  the  said  Town  or  Parish  without  Leave 
from  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

4'y  That  Mr.  William  Hart  remove  himself  Fifteen  miles  from 
Portsmouth  and  from  the  Sea,  and  not  on  any  occasion  Leave  the 
Town  or  Parish  he  shall  remove  to,  without  leave  of  the  Congress 
or  Committee  ot  Safety. 

5'y  That  Capt.  Nathaniel  Rogers  confine  himself  to  his  own 
house  &  Farm  in  New  Market,  or  if  he  shall  choose  to  remove 
himself  Twenty  miles  from  Portsmouth  and  from  the  Sea,  and 
not  on  any  occasion  Leave  the  Town  or  Parish  he  shall  remove 
to,  without  leave  of  the  Congi-ess  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

6''  That  George  Jaffrey  Esq'  Remove  himself  Ten  miles  at 
least  from  Portsmouth,  and  not  on  any  Occasion  Leave  the  Town 
or  Parish  he  shall  remove  to,  without  leave  of  the  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety. 

7'y  That  the  Hon"'"  Peter  Gilman  Esq'  confine  himself  to  the 
town  of  Exeter,  and  not  on  any  occasion  Leave  the  said  Town 
without  Leave  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 
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8"*  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe  jun'  be  Desired  to  withdraw  hiB 
Memorial  against  Edward  Sherburne,  and  that  said  Sheale  be 
dismist. 

9"*  That  those  persons  above  named  who  are  Enjoined  to 
remove  from  Portsmouth  have  twenty  days  allowed  them  to  re- 
move. 

fp.  131J  Voted,  That  Col°  Samuel  Hobart  be  Paid  out  of  the 
Publick  Treasury  Ten  Pounds  for  Twenty  seven  days  service  in 
going  to  Cambridge  and  mustering  and  paying  off  the  soldiers 
there  &  returning  the  Muster  Rolls. 

Voted,  That  Major  Joseph  Welch  be  paid  out  of  the  Publick 
Treasury  eight  Pounds  for  his  service  in  attending  Col°  Hobart 
on  the  above  said  services,  and  also  twenty  shillings  for  his  ser- 
vices in  going  to  Portsmouth. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rogers  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
Twenty  shillings  for  his  services  in  settling  accounts  as  a  com- 
mittee man. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  ot  this  Congress  be  given  to  Major 
Welch  for  his  care  in  raising  Troops  &  forwarding  them  to 
Portsmouth. 

Voted,  That  Ebenezer  Tibbitts  be  second  Major  of  Col°  Evans' 
Regiment. 

Voted  That  the  Commissions  for  the  Major  of  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  Colony  be  not  given  out  until  the  next 
Congress  or  Convention. 

Voted,  That  Col"  Evans  be  paid  the  ballance  ot  his  account 
amounting  to  Thirty  six  shillings  out  of  the  Publick  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Joshua  Wiggin  be  paid  his  account  as  Door  keeper 
&  Messenger  of  this  house  amounting  to  Five  pounds  &  two  shil- 
lings, out  of  the  Publick  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Samuel  Hobart's  account  amounting  to 
Eleven  pounds  Eighteen  shillings,  be  allowed  &  paid  him  out  of 
the  Publick  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Evans  be  allowed  &  paid  out  of  the  Treasury, 
the  ballance  of  his  ace'  for  fire-arms,  amounting  to  Twenty  four 
shillings  &  eight  pence  half  penny. 

Voted,  That  Col°  Jeremiah  P'olsom  be  allowed  &  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  the  ballance  of  his  account  for  fire-arms  amounting 
to  Three  pounds  seven  shillings  two  pence  and  one  farthing. 

Voted,  Mr.  Edward  Parsons  be  allow'd  &  paid  out  of  the  Pub- 
lick Treasury,  his  account  amounting  to  Thirty  seven  shillings  & 
six  pence. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that  Doubts 
have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  persons  respecting  those  who 
have  been  in  the  usual  and  very  reasonable  method  pointed  out  in 
the  Law  of  this  Province,  chosen  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  Towns ; 
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and  also  connected  with  it,  whether  Taxes  granted  by  Towns  or 
by  their  representatives  in  Congress  should  be  collected  &  paid 
as  usual ;  or  in  what  manner  selectmen,  Constable  &c.  should  pro- 
ceed ;  The  Congress  having  taken  the  above  into  consideration, 
[p.  132]  Do  Recommend  to  All  Towns,  That  with  regard  to  all 
fliose  who  have  been  in  the  usual  reasonable  manner  chosen  into 
any  oflBces  in  Towns,  They  should  as  formerly  be  considered  as 
the  proper  officers ;  Also,  that  Towns,  Selectmen,  Constables  and 
other  officers  Proceed  in  the  usual  manner  in  gi-anting  monies,  as- 
sessing the  Inhabitants  and  collecting  any  assessments  and  dis- 
charging any  other  matters  belonging  to  them  or  any  of  them. 
Unless  where  some  Particular  direction  of  this  oy  the  General 
Congress  shall  Interfere. 

We  trust  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  will  readily  comply 
with  this  Recommendation  and  particularly  that  they  will  cheer- 
fully pay  the  Constables  &  Collectors ;  But  if  any  'Enimical  to 
their  country  or  inattentive  to  the  Ruin  which  must  Ensue  upon 
a  contrary  conduct,  should  refuse,  we  trust  that  all  the  Friends 
of  their  country  will  eflfectually  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Se- 
lectmen, Constables  and  Collectors. 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  be  and  hereby  is  Dissolved. 


Note.     [Here  follows  a  Roll  of  the  Delegates  or  Representatives  that  com- 
posed the  Congress,  now  dissolved.    It  is  a  valuable  document,  as  it  contains  T 
the  names  of  the  Delegates  of  that  important  Congress,  151  in  number  from  * 
113  Towns,  with  the  number  of  miles  of  travel,  the  number  of  days  attend- 
ance of  each  member,  and  the  amount  each  member  received.     The  original 
has  also  the  autograph  (receipt)  of  nearly  all  the  members.  —  Ed.]                                 c 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Note.     [Between  the  Dissolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  above, 
and  the  meeting  of  another,  the  following  correspondence  took  place.]  —Ed. 


Coj)y  of  a  Letter  to   Col.  Bedell. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  IL,  p.  211.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety, 

Nov.  18'>»  1776. 

SiB  — Last  evening  Mr.  Grant  arrived  here  with  your  letter  f  the  2^  Inst 
containing  the  agreeable  news  of  the  surrender  of  St.  Johij  fee.  We  are 
very  sensible  that  your  men  without  some  assistance  must  er  from  the 
cold  in  so  severe  a  climate,  and  are  desirous  to  do  everythin_  m  our  power 
for  their  relief.  From  every  circumstance  of  their  being  ordered  to  join  Gen' 
Schuyler's  army  we  supposed  they  were  to  be  considered  as  Continental 
Troops,  &  therefore  no  provision  has  been  made  for  them  by  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony.  You  say  Paper  money  will  not  pass  there;  no  other  can  be 
procured  here.  There  is  a  small  sum  of  silver  &  gold  in  our  treasury  re- 
served for  the  purpose  of  procuring  ammunition  beyond  sea,  out  of  which  we 
have  put  into  the  hands  of  Israel  Morey  Esq^  £300  L.  M.  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  you  for  the  benefit  of  the  Troops  put  under  your  commaud  by  the 
Congress  of  Ihl?  colony,  which  we  hope  they  will  lay  out  for  such  cloathing 
as  is  most  necessary  for  them  &  that  you  will  endeavour  to  prevent  their  ex- 
pending it  unnecessarily,  more  especially  as  it  is  all  of  the  kind  that  they  can 
possibly  be  supplied  with  from  hence.  We  have  wrote  to  General  Schuyler 
&  Montgomery  on  the  subject  of  supplies  &  pay  for  yf  men,  and  desired  them 
to  assist  you  in  every  thing  necessary  to  make  your  companies  comfortable 
as  possible.  Hoping  ere  this  reaches  you,  comfortable  Habitations  may  be 
your  Lot,  and  that  all  your  efforts  for  the  good  of  your  country  may  be 
crowned  with  happy  success:  that  you  may  in  due  time  safely  return  to  your 
Friends  &  Familys  with  the  Laurels  of  victory  and  be  well  rewarded  for  your 
services  &  sufferings  by  your  country  men,  is  the  desire  of  your  most  Hum' 


To  Col"  Bedell. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to   Gen.  Schuyler. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Kev°,  Vol.  11.,  p.  213.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Nov.  18*,  1775. 

Sir  —  The  very  interesting  and  pleasing  Acc'^  of  the  surrender  of  the  Fort 
at  St.  John's  is  just  arriv'd  by  Express  from  Coll.  Bedell,  an  event  which  we 
esteem  highly  favourable  to  the  cause  of  American  Liberty,  as  well  as  hon'''* 
to  the  "ificers  who  directed  the  measures  for  obtaining  that  important  Post. 
The  Troops  from  this  Colony  commanded  by  Coll.  Bedell,  were  by  advise  of 
General  Washington  offered  to  join  your  Army  as  part  of  the  number  voted 
by  the  Continental  Congress  for  that  service.     This  Colony  paid  them  only 
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one  month's  wagea  before  they  marched.  Col.  Bedel  inrorms  us  they  are 
very  much  Distressed  for  want  of  Cloathing  in  tliis  severe  season.  We  liave 
sent  him  £300  out  of  an  inadequate  sum  reserved  to  send  beyond  seas  to  pur- 
chase Ammunition,  which  is  all  we  can  advance  unless  in  paper  Bills  which 
we  understand  have  no  currency  in  Canada.  We  therefore  desire  you  will 
advance  (if  in  your  power)  out  of  the  Continental  Chest,  what  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  their  future  subsistence  and  comfort  while  in  the  service;  and 
this  Colony  will  be  always  ready  with  respect  to  that  &  all  other  matters  to 
acquiesce  in  &  to  obey  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
In  behalf  of  the  ComiaitLee, 

I  am  with  g'  esteem  y 


To  Geni  Schuyler. 


Petition  of  Margaret  Little. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  n.,  p.  209.] 

To  the  Comity  of  Seafty  for  the  Town  of  Bedford  in  the  County  of  Hillsbor- 
row  and  Province  of  New  Hampshire  the  Humbel  Complent  of  Margaret 
Little  of  said  Bedford — shews: 

That  by  virtue  of  the  Terms  and  condlshons  of  a  Deed  which  her  late 
Husband  Matthew  Little  Desesed  Gave  James  Cairns  of  the  one  half  of  the 
Fearm  he  lately  Lived  on  in  said  Bedford  She  is  justly  Entitled  to  the  one 
half  of  the  produce  of  the  said  farm  from  said  Cams  anuly  But  that  Not- 
withstanding the  said  Cairns  Neglecting  and  Refusing  to  comply  and  fulfill 
the  Terms  of  said  Deed  whereby  your  Corap'  is  Reduced  to  Nesesity  for  sub- 
sistance  for  herself  and  her  Creaturs  with  Divers  other  matters  of  Greav- 
ences  therefore  your  Comp*'  prays  your  imediat  assistance  And  that  you 
would  Enquire  into  the  premises  and  order  that  the  said  Cairns  may  fulfill 
the  terms  of  said  Deed  that  I  and  my  Creatourea  may  have  Relief  And  ad- 
just any  other  Grievances  according  to  the  Justice  and  Equity  and  your  Com- 
plainant shall  ever  pray 

ber 
Margaret  X  Little. 

mark. 
Witness  Thomas  Patterson 
Bedford,  November  W^,  1775. 


Bedford,  November  IS"*,  1775.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  Town  of  said  Bedford  held  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Samuel  Patten  in 
said  Town,  to  hear  and  Determine  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  foregoing 
Complaint,  And  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  Complainant  and  James  Cairnea 
the  Def  and  considering  a  Coppy  of  the  Deed  above  mentioned  which  said 
Cairns  did  not  object  to  being  genuine,  as  also  a  Coppy  of  the  last  Will  and 
Testament  of  Matthew  Little,  Dec*!  attested  by  the  Register  of  Probate  for 
the  County  of  Hillsborough  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  it  appears  to 
us.  That  the  said  Complainant  Margaret  Little,  by  virtue  of  the  conditions  of 
said  Deed,  is  justly  Entitled  to  the  one-half  of  the  produce  of  the  Farm  of 
which  the  said  Matthew  Little  Deeded  the  one  half  to  the  said  Cairnes,  and 
which  the  said  Cairns  has  not  delivered  to  her  yet;  And  do  adjudge  that  the 
said  Margaret  have  the  one  half  of  the  produce  of  said  farm  this  present 
year  as  the  same  is  now  manufactured;  and  do  appoint  Samuel  Patten  and 
John  Bell  to  Divide  the  said  Produce  in  Equal  halves  and  Deliver  or  assign 
the  one  of  said  halves  to  the  said  Margaret  immediately  or  as  soon  as  may  be  . 

Sam'  Pattkx, 
Daniel  Moobe, 
Sam"  Vose, 
Math"  Patten, 
John  Bell. 
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Nov'  20*^  1775.  Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  other  side,  the  within  named 
Bell  &  the  subscriber  went  to  the  within  named  widow  Little's  &  Cairns  to- 
Divide  the  produce  of  the  said  Farm.  Said  Caimes  had  Locked  up  one  of 
the  Barn  doors  and  Nailed  up  the  others  and  Discharged  us  at  our  peril  to* 
meddle  with  any  thing  either  in  house  or  bam  (before  two  of  the  Neighbors 
that  we  got  to  go  with  us)  and  finally  made  a  mock  of  Com'«'^  and  their 
power;  we  Returned  home  without  elfecting  any  thing. 

Sam*  Pattex, 
Chairman  of  y*  Comm'^. 


Copy  of  Letter  to   JV.  H.  Delegates  in   Continental    Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  IL,  p.  216.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Nov.  21*',  1775. 
Gent'x. — 

The  Committee  of  Supplies  and  others  concerned  in  supplying  and  paying 
our  Troops  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  close  their  ace's  in  guch  manner  as- 
that  we  could  make  out  the  Colony  acc^*  against- the  Continent;  but  have 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  be  sure  that  supplying  &  paying  our  Troops  in  tlie  Con- 
tinental army  under  General  Washington  to  the  4'ii  of  August,  with  what  we 
advanced  to  those  gone  in  Coll.  Arnold's  Detachment  &  those  now  in  Canada 
under  the  command  of  Gen'  Schuyler,  will  amount  to  upwards  of  £20,000 
L.  M. 

To  avoia  the  necessity  of  Emitting  more  paper  Money  for  our  own  internal 
charges,  we  desire  you  would  Request  the  honourable  Congress  to  make  us  a 
grant  of  such  a  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  our 
accounts  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  a  settlement  can  be  made  with  the 
persons  who  have  transacted  the  Business. 

The  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony 
directed  by  our  Congress  to  be  taken  by  the  several  &  respective  selectmen 
&  returned  under  oath  has  chiefly  been  complied  with.  We  send  you  in- 
closed the  list  as  returned  except  those  where  only  the  column  from  the  sum 
total  are  tilled  up,  which  not  being  returned  we  have  set  down  by  the  best 
information  we  could  obtain,  and  are  confident  we  have  done  it  very  near 
the  true  number;  however,  shall  forward  those  wanting  when  they  come  to 
hand  (which  we  expect  daily)  that  the  whole  may  be  compleated  by  the 
Selectmen's  returns. 

The  Towns  who  did  not  return  their  numbers  were  fill'd  up  in  the  List 
sent  the  Con'  Congress  as  follows :  New  Castle  230,  Kensington  820,  Aliens- 
town  150,  Dover  1614.  Sandbornton  350,  Moultonboro'  350,  Tamworth  115, 
Hanover  380,  Lyman  40,  Grafton  50,  Apthorp  15,  Wentworth  60,  Warren  60, 
Amherst  1410,  Goflestown  520,  Salisbury  220,  Dunbarton  490,  Hilsboro'  180^ 
Lyndsboro'  615,  Raby  320,  Society  Land  220,  Hinsdale  170,  Charlestown  710, 
Achworth  110,  Jaflrey  175,  Fitzwilliam  250,  Lempster  155.     [Total.]  9354. 

Indorsed  —  "  Copy  of  a  Letter  to 
J.  Bartlett  &  J.  Langdon,  21"  Nov''  1775. 
Also  numbers  added  to  the  List  sent  to    , 
Philadelphia." 


•V 
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Relating  to   George  Meaerve^  Esq. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  219.) 

Committee  Hall,  Portsm"  22  Nov''  1775. 
VoteJ,  That  the  Comiuittee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  now  sittini,'  in  this 
Town,  be  informed  that  Geori^e  Megerve  Esi\.  has  quitted  this  town  with  a 
design,  as  tiiey  suppose,  to  go  into  Boston;  and  as  he  is  generally  esteem'd 
an  Enemy  to  the  Liberties  of  America,  think  some  step  ought  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  same. 

By  oruer  of  the  Committee, 

II.  Wentwobth,  Chairman. 


Capt.   Thompson  to  Portsmouth  Committee. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  31.) 

November  23,  1775. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  made  a  return  to  you  some  time  ago  of  the  fire-rafts  which  were  thea 
finished,  and  thought  some  one  would  be  appointed  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
find  no  one  has  been  appointed.  I  therefore  repeat  it  is  necessary  proper 
persons  should  be  appointed,  as  some  of  them  were  much  damaged  in  the 
late  storm.  1  have  attended  and  put  them  in  order  iigain,  and  now  return 
tit  for  immediate  use,  twelve  rafts;  likewise  return,  untit  for  service,  two 
from  Durham,  two  from  Greenland.  The  people  I  employed  wpre  caulkers, 
whose  wages  were  very  high.  I  have  therefore  thought  tit  to  discharge  them. 
Now  as  those  rafts  are  thought  things  of  some  consequence,  it  is  necessary  to 
give  them  in  charge  of  proper  officers,  in  order  to  cleiir  the  Committee  and 
myself  of  any  hurt  that  may  come  to  them  hereafter.  A  sentry  ought  to  be 
placed  over  them,  as  evil  minded  persons  might  easily  destroy  them.  I  put 
a  roof  over  one,  but  have  been  obliged  to  take  it  off  again,  as  it  overset  the 
rati,  and  twisted  it  to  pieces,  I  should  recommend,  if  l;hey  are  not  used  be- 
fore winter,  to  provide  a  ware  house  to  unload  them  all,  and  house  the  wood,. 
&c.  and  lay  the  rafts  in  some  safe  place,  as  I  think  it  would  be  much  prefera- 
ble to  roofing  them.  But  if  you  intend  they  should  be  covered,  it  is  necessary 
that  it  be  immediately  set  about;  of  that  you  and  the  proper  officers  will 
judge.  I  hope  the  proceedings  hereto  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  and. 
1  beg  from  hence  the  rafts  will  be  considered  entirely  out  of  my  charge. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  yuur  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  Thompson. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  town  of  Portsmouth. 


Letter  from,   Capt.    Winborn  Adams. 

I  *  [Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  329.  [ 

\  [No  date.) 

To  the  Hon^i^  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter. 

.-      >  Gentlemen — By  a  Message  from  Portsmouth  I  am  desired  to  go  there 

to-morrow  with  my  Company  to  assist  in  Endeavouring  to  take  or  Destroy 
the  Man  of  war  in  our  Harbour.  As  my  Company  were  Inlisted  under  your 
directions,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  wait  your  order  on  any  movement.  There- 
fore have  sent  the  Bearer  and  desire  your  direction  in  this  affair,  which  I 
shall  endeavour  to  oliey,  and  am  with  great  respect  your  very  humble  serv' 

WiNBORN  Adams. 


674  PROVINCE  OF   NEW-HAMPSHIBE.  [1T75. 

•P.  S.  The  Plan  proposed  to  execute  the  afores"*  affair  1  have  not  heard  in 
particular,  only  that  it  was  tho't  the  Deck  might  be  commanded  with  small 
arms  trom  the  shore,  while  she  was  set  on  fire  by  Rafts  sent  down  by  water. 


Josiah  Bartlett  to  the   Committee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol,  IV.,  p.  24.] 
[Extract.] 

Philadelphia,  November  27,  1775. 
Gentlkmex: — 

"  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  informed  of  all  tlie  circumstances  of  our  pub- 
lick  affairs.  I  think  that  a  particular  knowledge  of  them  would  often  be  of 
very  great  advantage.  But  as  I  now  hope  I  shall  set  out  for  Xew  Hampshire 
in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  I  expect  I  shall  not  be  able  to  hear  from  you 
after  you  receive  this,  till  my  return,  unless,  contrary  to  my  present  hopes,  I 
shall  be  detained  here  for  the  winter."' 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  friend  &  humble  serv' 

Josiah  Babtlett. 


jResohitions  of  the   Continental  Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  251.] 

Philadelphia,  Dec^  2<i,  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

The  Inclos'd  Resolutions  I  transmitt  you  by  order  of  Congress:  Your 
zeal  in  the  cause  renders  any  further  Recommendation  unnecessary.  Having 
nothing  more  in  charge  to  communicate,  &  being  much  Engag'd  in  Dis- 
patching Expresses,  I  can' t  add : —  but  that  I  am  with  much  respect 

Gentlemen 

Tour  most  obed'  Serv' 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  President  &  Members  of 
the  Convention  of  New  Hampshire. 


Hesolves  of  the   Continental  Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  221.] 

In  Congress,  Novem""  30'*^,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  no  Bounty  be  allowed  to  the  Army  on  their  re-inlistment. 
Resolved,  That  the  money  lately  order" d   be  forwarded  with  all  possible 
Expedition  to  General  Washington,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay  such  sol- 
diers as  will  Re-inlist  for  the  succeeding  year  their  wjiges  for  the  months  of 
October,  November  &  December,  and  also  to  advance  to  them  one  months 
pay- 
Resolved,  That  the  Governments  of  New  England  be  inform'd  of  the  Reso- 
lutions of  Congress  Relative  to  the  pay  order'd  to  be  made  and  advanced  to 
the  army,  and  be  Desir'd  to  promote  the  Recruiting  service  in  the  present 
army,  as  well  as  in  the  several  Colonies. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

John  Hancock,  Presid'. 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Sullivan  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  relating 
to  Connecticut  soldiers,  and  to  re-inlistments. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  223.] 

Winter  Hill,  Nov-^  30"',  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

I  have  by  command  of  his  Excellency  General  Washlnq:ton  to  Inform  you, 
That  the  Connecticut  forces  (Deaf  to  the  Entreaties  of  tlieir  own  as  well  as 
all  other  otRcers  &  regardless  of  the  contempt  with  which  their  own  Govern- 
ment Threatens  to  treat  them  upon  their  Return)  have  absolutely  Refusetl 
to  tarry  till  the  first  day  of  January,  i)ut  will  Quit  the  Lines  on  "the  ♦>"'  of 
Decemb''.  They  have  Deceived  us  &  their  officers  by  pretending  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  with  them  till  they  have  got  so  near  the  close  of  their  term ; 
&  now  to  their  Eternal  Infamy  Demand  a  Bounty  to  induce  them  to  Tarry 
only  the  three  weeks.  This  is  such  an  Insult  to  every  American  that  we  are 
determined  to  Release  them  at  the  Expiration  of  llieir  term  at  all  hazards  & 
find  ourselves  oblidged  Immediately  to  supply  their  place  with  Troops  from 
New  Hampshire  &  Massachusetts  Bay.  Tlie  number  reciuired  from  you  is 
thirty  one  companies  of  sixty  four  men -in  a  company  including  a  Captain, 
two  subalterns,  three  sergeants  &  three  Corporals,  which  makes  55  privates 
each.  The  whole  number  officers  and  men  amount  to  l'J84.  The  terms  of 
their  Enlistment  are  as  follows:  Each  company  to  march  as  soon  as  full; 
they  are  to  be  provided  with  arms,  ammunition  &  each  a  good  Blanket. 

To  prevent  any  difficulty  in  passing  muster  here,  if  they  are  mustered  by 
such  person  or  persons  as  you  may  appoint,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of 
their  being  mustered  here,  nor  is  it  to  be  done. 

Their  pay  is  to  commence  on  the  day  they  march  &  from  that  time  they 
are  to  receive  the  price  of  their  rations  in  Cash ;  they  are  therefore  to  take 
provisions  to  last  them  on  the  Road;  in  case  any  or  the  whole  of  them 
could  not  do  this,  if  the  Province  or  the  several  towns  will  supply  them,  the 
account  together  with  what  you  may  be  at  in  raising  them  will  be  instantly 
paid. 

They  are  to  serve  to  the  15  of  Jan>'  next  if  Required. 

Their  pay  to  be  as  other  Continental  Troops ;  no  field  officers  to  be  sent. 
The  Captains  &  subalterns  to  be  appointed  &  commissioned  by  you  for  the 
continental  service  &  the  sohliers  to  engage  in  the  Continental  service  under 
the  command  of  General  Wasliington  for  the  term  afores'^  if  Required. 
None  to  be  admitted  unless  on  the  spot  by  the  U)'''  of  Decemb""  &  will  be  joy- 
fully received  as  much  sooner  as  possible.  They  will  also  be  paid  for  their 
return  home. 

The  above  are  the  terms  &  I  earnestly  intreat  you  for  the  Honour  of  New 
Hampshire  to  show  the  world  your  attachment  to  the  noble  cause.  Let  the 
worthless  sons  of  Connecticut  know  that  the  other  Colonies  will  not  sutfer 
our  Lines  to  be  given  up  or  our  country  destroyed,  nor  the  sons  of  New 
Hampsliire  (like  those  parsimonious  wretches)  want  to  be  Bribed  into  the 
preservation  of  their  Liberties.  I  hope  the  eager  greed  with  which  the  New 
Hampshire  forces  will  march  to  take  possession  of  and  Defend  our  Lines 
will  evince  to  the  world  their  love  of  Liberty  <k  Resiard  to  their  country;  as 
you  find  the  Business  requires  such  Infinite  haste  I  must  intreat  you  not  to 
give  sleep  to  your  eyes  or  slumber  to  your  eye-lids  till  the  Troops  are  on 
their  marcli.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Sherbiune  who  will  wait  your  commands 
&  forward  such  onlers  as  you  may  think  proper  to  give.  In  case  ammuni- 
tion cannot  be  had  lor  all,  we  must  contrive  to  supply  those  who  are  Desti- 
tute here. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  your  very  Humble  servant 

Jno.  Scllivan. 
To  the  Hon**'^  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


676  PROVINCB  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  11771, 

Form  of  .Enlistment. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  IL,  p.  230.] 

We  hereby  Enlist  ourselves  as  soldiers  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army 
imder  the  command  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington  until  the  15"^ 

Day  of  January  next  unless  sooner  discharged,  with  Capt being  the 

Captain  appointed  over  us.  We  promise  obedience  to  all  our  Superiour 
Officers  &  to  be  subject  to  the  Rules  &  Regulations  of  the  Continental  Army 
untill  the  time  above  mentioned  &  to  be  paid  at  the  Rate  of  forty  shillings- 
per  month  from  the  time  of  our  march  to  the  time  of  our  return. 


I  recommend  the  foregoing  as  the  form  of  Enlistment  with  such  altera- 
tions &  amendments  as  you  may  think  proper. 

All  the  Troops  you  send  are  to  be  under  my  immediate  Command  &  joined 
to  my  Brigade. 

I  mentioned  to  the  General  the  encouragement  you  gave  upon  the  Ques- 
tions I  proposed  to  you  by  his  order  &  Informed  him  that  you  otfered  to  send 
those  men  already  raised  in  case  they  were  needed  —  which  gave  him  great 
pleasure ;  and  as  there  is  no  preparations  making  to  attack  you  &  the  season 
80  far  advanced  I  can  see  no  Difficulty  in  Dismissing  them.  I  should  have 
been  much  rejoiced  to  have  had  Col°  Wingate,  Bumum  &  Hacket  at  their 
head  as  Field  Officers,  but  the  Committee  from  Mass*  General  Court  &  the 
Council  of  General  Officers  have  determined  the  contrary.  It  would  how- 
ever give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  see  those  gentlemen  preferring  the  in- 
terest of  their  country  to  the  title  or  Rank  of  office  &  each  of  them  to  Lead 
a  Company  on  to  the  Lines ;  this  would  so  much  add  to  the  exalted  opinion 
I  already  have  of  them  that  I  should,  during  their  stay  here  treat  &  Respect 
them  as  officers  of  the  highest  Rank. 

I  Recommend  that  all  the  arms  at  the  Store  at  Portsmouth  be  Delivered 
out  &  if  Captain  Turner  inclines  to  come,  that  his  Company  be  augmented, 
to  the  number  proposed  &  they  be  furnished  with  them. 

As  this  is  merely  a  Continental  matter  you  need  not  wait  for  a  full  Com- 
mittee ;  the  voice  of  two  or  three  will  be  sufficient,  though  the  assistance  of 
the  whole  may  possibly  be  necessary;  I  promise  in  behalf  of  Gen^  Washing- 
ton that  the  act  of  any  number  will  be  deemed  valid  &  the  officers  &  soldiers 
received  &  paid  accordingly. 

N.  B.  The  soldiers  are  to  be  paid  off  the  moment  they  are  discharged 
before  they  quit  the  ground. 


Yours  &c. 
Hon"«  Committee  of  Safety. 


Jxo.  Sullivan, 


Letter  from  Gen.  SuUivan. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  233.] 

Winter  Hill,  Nov.  30'h  1775. 
Dear  Sirs  — 

General  Washington  has  sent  to  New  Hamp''  for  31  Companies  to  take  pos- 
session of  and  Defend  our  lines  In  Room  of  the  Connecticut  forces,  who 
most  scandalously  refuse  to  tarry  to  the  first  of  January.  I  must  therefore 
intreat  your  utmost  exertions  to  forward  the  raising  those  companies,  lest 
the  enemy  should  take  the  advantage  of  their  absence  and  force  our  iines^ 
As  the  Connecticut  Forces  will  at  all  events  leave  us  at  or  before  the  tenth  of 
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next  month,  Pray  call  upon  every  true  friend  to  his  Country  to  assist  with 
Heart  and  iland  in  raising  and  sending  forward  those  Companies  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Sirs,  I  am  in  extreme  haste  your  most 

obedient  servant 

Jko.  Sullivan. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety 
in  Exeter. 


George  Jaffrey  Esq. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  235.] 

W.  Hill,  Novem"-  SO'*"  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

Since  I  saw  you  last  I  find  that  George  Jaffrey,  Esq''  has  assisted  much  in 
fixing  the  works  to  Defend  our  Harbour:  That  being  the  case  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  he  ought  not  in  justice  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his  country 
or  treated  as  such.  I  therefore  consent  that  he  remain  at  his  own  house  in 
Portsmouth,  if  agreeable  to  you,  &  am  Gent"  with  much  respect  your  most 
obed'^  Serv' 

Jno.  Sullivan. 

Hon.  Committee  of  Safety. 


Officers  Recommended. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  231.] 

Capt.  George  Turner  and  Captain  George  Jerry  Osborne  both  of  Ports- 
mouth. 

All  those  at  Portsmouth,  being  eight  in  number  to  march  immediately. 
Those  companies  may  be  divided  into  two  and  then  some  persons  added  so 
as  to  make  the  number  in  each  case.  1  recommend  Cap'  Yeaton  to  com- 
mand a  company. 

I  recommend  as  Captains  the  following  Persons:  viz. 

Capt.  James  Hall  of  New  Market. 
Capt.  Cutting  Culley  of  Nottingham. 
Capt.  David  Place  of  Rochester. 
Capt.  Alpheus  Chesley  of  Durham. 
Capt.  Jn"  Waldron  of  Dover. 
Lieut.  Jn<>  Ward  Gilman  of  Exeter, 
Capt.  Mark  Wiggin  of  Stratham. 
Lieut.  Jn"  Hill  of  Barrington. 
Capt.  James  Shepard,  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  Province  &  at  Chester  &  Londonderry  I  am  not 
acquainted.  You  will  think  of  proper  persons  &  if  those  named  are  not 
agreeable  you  will  please  to  appoint  others.  In  c;ise  there  is  a  want  of 
officers  &  men  &  as  you  are  not  confined  to  Provinces,  you  may,  if  you  think 
best,  send  to  Captain  Thomas  Hodsdon  of  Berwick,  who  had  a  Company  at 
Portsm*^  when  I  was  there  first.  He  will  soon  raise  and  bring  on  a  Company. 
There   is  also  one  Capt.  Jona.    Hambleton  would  soon  raise  and  march 


another. 


Y«'  H.  S- 

Jno,  Sullivan, 


P.  S.     I  would  [not]  be  understood  to  confine  it  to  all  or  even  any  of  the 
above  persons  if  you  think  best  to  appoint  others. 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev°,  Vol  H.,  p.  241.] 

Winter  Hill,  Decern'  2<J  1775. 

Gentlemen  —  I  take  this  oportunity  to  Inform  you.  That  the  Connecticut 
Forces  not  only  Determine  to  quit  our  Lines  at  the  expiration  of  their  term, 
but  to  their  eternal  Infamy  Endeavoured  to  leave  us  yesterday,  which  waa 
five  days  before  their  time  expired.  We  can  therefore  have  no  hope  of  their 
Tarrying  after  the  Q'^^.  Half  General  Putnam's  Regiment  is  now  under 
Guard.  The  people  who  have  Escaped  from  Boston  inform  us  that  the 
Enemy  are  fully  acquainted  with  our  Situation  &,  will  probably  take  advan- 
tage of  it.    For  Heaven's  sake  Dispatch  your  Forces  as  soon  as  possible. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  with  respect  your  most 

obed'  serv' 

Jxo.  Sullivan. 
Hon"=  Committee  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  Captain  Odiome  the  Bearer  hereof  says  he  thinks  he  can  Raise  a 
number  of  men  to  march  immediately ,  if  so,  should  recommend  him ;  but 
this  is  more  properly  your  Province. 

J.  S. 


Orders  to    Col.  Hobart  mid    Col.   Timothy    Walker  jun.  Esq.^ 

or  either  of  you. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  243.  J 

In  pursuance  of  your  appointment  by  the  Congress  as  paymasters  to  our 
Troops  in  the  several  Regiments  under  the  Col^  Stark,  Reed  &  Poor :  We 
desire  you  to  proceed  to  the  Camp  and  there  pay  all  the  oflScers  and  soldiers 
or  their  legal  Representative,  in  the  aforesaid  Regiments  the  wages  due  to 
them  from  the  time  of  their  entering  into  the  service  until  the  4'''  of  August 
last,  taking  their  receipts  therefor,  at  the  rate  the  persons  in  their  several 
Capacities  have  been  paid  in  this  Colony  and  that  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,. 
Making  deductions  out  of  the  wages  of  each  person  for  wliat  he  has  received 
already  from  this  Colony  in  part.  Also  deducting  from  every  persons  wages- 
the  price  of  a  Blanket  where  it  appears  that  he  has  received  from  the  Colony 
more  than  one  or  money  in  lieu.  And  where  it  appears  that  any  Captains 
have  drawn  more  Blankets  or  Cash  therefor  than  one  for  each  non-commis- 
sion officer  and  soldier  in  his  Company  unless  he  make  it  appear  who  of  his 
Company  has  Received  those  overplus  ones  that  the  same  may  Respectively 
be  stopt  out  of  the  soldiers  wages,  then  the  same  to  be  stopt  out  of  said  Cap- 
tain's wages;  and  as  the  several  Pay  Rolls  of  the  Respective  Companies  in 
the  aforesaid  Regiments  have  not  been  Bro't  to  this  Committee  for  allowance,. 
You  are  desired  to  see  tliut  those  Rolls  be  properly  made  out  and  sworn  to  by 
the  Respective  Captains  (or  in  their  absence  by  one  of  the  subalterns)  that 
such  Rolls  are  Just  &  true.  You  are  also  desired  to  Deliver  the  Commissions 
put  into  your  hands  to  tlie  several  Captains  who  lately  leil  the  Recruits  from 
this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Army,  and  the  subalterns  under  tiiem,  filling 
up  the  Blanks  with  sucli  names  as  you  shall  be  informed  by  the  Captains  are 
appointed  to  the  Respective  officers. 

Indorsed  —  "  Orders  to  Col"  Sam^  Hobart 
and  Col"  Time.  Walker,  Dec.  1775." 


1775.1  CORRESPONDENCE.  679 

Form  of  Enlisting  Orders. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev,"  Vol.  II.,  p.  245.] 

New'^H^pr    j  I^  ^"ommittee  of  Safety,  Dec^  2'',  1775. 

To  Capt Greeting : 

You  are  hereby  authorized  immediately  to  enlist  a  Company  to  consist  of 
sixty  one  able  bodied  effective  men  including  three  Sergeants  &  three  Cor- 
porals well  accoutred  with  arms  &  provided  with  Blankets  to  serve  in  the 
Continental  Army  nnder  the  command  of  his  E.xcellency  General  Wiishing- 
ton  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  next  unless  sooner  dismissed,  and  you 
are  hereby  informed  that  you  will  have  Liberty  to  nominate  two  persons  to 
serve  ;is  subalterns  in  said  Company  under  you  who  will  be  commissioned 
accordingly  if  approved  by  this  Committee.  And  you  are  to  march  the  said 
Company  when  enlisted  seasonably  so  as  to  join  General  Sullivan's  Brigade 
on  Winter  Hill  at  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  Dec''  Inst,  and  you  may  ;issure 
the  said  Company  that  their  Pay  which  will  be  the  same  as  the  other  Conti- 
nental Troops  will  commence  the  Day  they  march,  and  that  those  who  supply 
themselves  with  Provisions  on  their  march  shall  receive  the  price  of  their 
Rations  in  Cash,  and  that  they  will  be  paid  off  the  moment  they  are  dismiss'd 
&  also  be  paid  for  their  Return  home. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Whipple,  Chair°  P.  T. 


Form  of  Enlistment  (p.  249). 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire  : 

We  the  Subscribers  do  hereby  severally  enlist  ourselves  as  soldiers  in  Capn 

tain Company,  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  under  the  command 

of  his  Excellency  Gen'  Washington  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  next 
unless  sooner  discharged;  and  we  promise  obedience  to  our  officers  »te  to  be 
subject  to  the  Rules  &  regidatious  of  the  Continental  Army  during  the  said 
Term. 

Deer  1775. 


Copy  of  '/  Letter  to   Col.  Ilohart. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  253.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Dec.  3*^,  1775. 

Sr  —  The  pressing  necessity  of  suddenly  raising  a  number  of  men  to  guard 
our  lines  left  open  by  the  Coiiiit^cticut  Troops,  makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  de- 
sire you  (laying  all  other  Bvisiuess  aside)  to  proceed  witli  all  possible  Dispatch 
to  the  County  of  Hi]lsl)orough  cfc  enticavour  to  raise  a  number  of  Companies 
for  that  service.  We  send  you  a  number  of  Enlisting  Orders  t'oriiis  tor  the 
soldiers  to  sign  which  we  desire  you  to  give  out  to  such  persons  as  you  judge 
best  for  the  service  filling  up  the  blanks  when  you  deliver  them.  We  entreat 
your  exerting  yourself,  as  your  Country  i^'  all  we  ii:ive  may  perliaps  depend 
on  the  Lines  'oeing  manned  by  the  10"'  nf  Deeenilior.  With  ^reat  respect  in 
behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am  y''  luimble  Serv' 

Dec''  3''. 
Col"  Hobitrt. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  to    Col.    Walker. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol,  XL,  p.  253.] 

Sr—  By  Express  from  Gen'  Sullivan  we  are  informed  that  the  Connecticut 
Troops  whose  time  of  enlistment  expired  the  last  day  of  November  are  about 
returning  home.  Gen.  Washington  has  desired  N.  H.  to  send  him  31  com- 
panies to  man  the  lines  until  the  W^  of  January  next  &  to  be  at  Winter  Hill 
by  the  lO"'*'  of  this  month  at  furthest.  We  send  you  enclosed  several  orders 
for  enlistment  and  forms  for  the  soldiers  to  sign  &  desire  you  to  find  persons 
you  judge  suitable  for  enlisting  &  commanding  the  Companies  &  then  to  fill 
up  the  blanks.  We  earnestly  request  your  utmost  exertions  in  raising  &  for- 
warding the  men,  as  our  Lines  being  kept  open  may  be  of  fatal  consequence. 
The  time  is  short ;  pray  employ  every  moment  to  have  some  companies 
marcht.  The  Captains  are  desired  to  be  careful  in  enlisting  none  but  good 
men  properly  equipt  as  they  cannot  be  muster' d. 

They  must  take  provisions  from  home  to  last  them  to  the  Camp,  for  which 
the  General  engages  to  pay  the  money. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am 

SiK  —  Your  delaying  one  week  in  paying  the  Troops  will  be  no  damage. 
Col"  Hobart  is  gone  home  on  this  business. 

James  Shepherd  of  Canterbury  has  been  recommended  as  a  good  man  to 
raise  a  Company. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Dec'  S*!,  1775. 
Col"  Walker. 


Rev.    EUazer     Wheelock  to    General     Washington.,    relating   to 

Maj.  Robert  Rogers. 

[Copied  from  Am.  Ar.,  4  Ser.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  158.  | 

Dartmouth  College,  December  2,  1775. 
Much  honored  and  rkspected  sir: 

On  the  13"'  ult.  the  famous  Major  Rogers  came  to  my  house  from  a  tavern 
in  the  neighborhood,  where  he  called  tor  refreshment.  I  had  never  before 
seen  him.  He  was  in  but  ordinary  habit  tor  one  of  his  character.  He 
treated  me  with  great  respect;  said  he  came  from  London  in  July,  and  had 
spent  twenty  days  with  the  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  forget  how  many 
at  New  York;  had  been  oSered  and  urged  to  take  a  coniraission  in  favor  of 
the  Colonies,  but,  as  he  was  now  in  half  pay  from  the  Crown,  he  thought 
proper  not  to  accept  it;  that  he  had  fought  two  battles  in  Algiers,  under  the 
Dey;  that  he  was  now  on  a  design  to  take  care  of  some  large  grants  of  land 
made  to  him;  that  he  was  now  goinii  to  visit  his  sister  at  Moor's  Town,  and 
then  return  by  Merrimack  River,  to  visit  his  wife,  whom  he  had  not  yet  seen 
since  his  return  from  England ;  that  he  had  got  a  pass  or  license  to  travel 
from  the  Continental  Congress;  that  became  in  to  otter  his  service  to  pro- 
cure a  large  interest  for  this  College;  that  the  reputation  of  it  was  great  in 
England  ;  that  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  many  other  noblemen,  had  spoken  of  it, 
in  Ills  hearing,  with  expressions  of  highest  esteem  and  respect;  that  Capt. 
Holland,  Surveyor  General,  now  at  New  York,  was  a  great  friend  to  me  and 
the  College,  and  would  .issist  nie  in  the  affair;  and  that  now  was  the  most 
favourable  time  to  apply  for  a  large  grant  of  lands  for  it. 

I  thanked  him  for  expressions  of  his  kindness,  but,  after  I  had  shown  some 
coldness  in  accepting  it,  he  proposed  to  write  me  in  his  journey  and  let  me 
know  where  I  might  write  him;  and  he  should   be  ready  to  perform   any 
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trieadly  office  in  the  atfair.  He  said  he  Wiia  iu  hiwte  to  pursue  his  journey 
tiiat  evening.  He  went  to  tiie  aforesaid  tavern,  and  tarried  ail  ni^ht,  the 
next  niorninsr  he  told  the  landlord  he  was  out  o(  nioii'-y  and  could  not  pay 
Ills  reckoning  —  which  was  three  siiillings  —  but  would  pay  him  on  his  re- 
turn, which  would  be  within  about  three  months,  and  went  on  his  way  to 
Lyme;  since  wiiicii  1  have  heard  nothin;;  from  him.  But  yesterday  two  sol- 
diers, viz.  Palmer,  of  Orford  (whom  tliey  say  was  LicuU-nant  umfcr  Colonel 
Bedel)  and  Kenne<ly  of  Haverhill,  on  their  return  h-om  Montreal,  informed 
me  that  our  officers  were  assured  by  a  P"'renr!nnan.  a  Captain  of  the  Artillery, 
whom  they  luid  taken  captive,  that  Major  Uo^'^rs  w.w  se<-ond  in  (Joinmanil 
under  General  Carleton,  and  that  he  had  lately  been  in  Indian  liai)it  tlirouj^h 
our  encampments  at  St.  John's,  and  had  given  a  plan  of  them  to  the  Gen- 
eral; and  suppose  that  he  made  his  escape  with  the  Indians  which  were  at 
St.  John's. 

This  account  is  according  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance.  If  it  shall  prove 
of  any  service  to  detect  such  an  enemy  I  shall  be  glad;  if  not,  my  intention 
will  I  trust,  apologize  for  what  1  have  wrote. 

I  am,  much  honored  Sir,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

Elea-zab  Wheelock. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


General  Sullwan  to  the    Committee  of  Safety. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  25.^).] 

Winter  Hill,  Deccnif  3'',  1775. 
Much  Respected  Gentlemen  — 

Notwithstanding  every  method  has  been  taken  to  keep  the  Connecticut 
Forces  ou  the  Ground,  till  Relief  could  be  had  from  the  Country,  the  cowardly 
Traitors  begin  to  leave  us  in  companies  &  Regiments  &  that  even  six  or  7 
Days  before  the  time  is  expired.  What  has  possessed  these  vile  Poltroons 
Remains  yet  a  secret.  We  have  sent  Handbills  similar  to  the  one  Enclosed, 
before  them  on  the  road  and  I  trust  they  will  have  the  desired  effect.  A 
Gentleman  from  Boston  was  here  last  Ev'',  says  the  Enemy  are  by  some 
means  or  other  fully  ac(juainted  with  our  situation  &  he  fears  much  they  will 
take  advantage  of  it.  I  Entreat  you,  Gentlemen,  to  spare  no  pains  in  tor- 
warding  the  march  of  your  Troops,  as  much  may  Depend  on  their  speedy  ar- 
rival. 

Y''  most  obed'  serv' 

Jn'J  Sullivan. 
The  Hon"'"^  Committee 

of  Safety  in  X.  H. 


•Tosiah  Bartlett,  Es<[.  to  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Safety. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  259.  | 

Philadelphia,  Decemf  4""  1775. 
Gent'n. 

Yesterday  I  Received  yours  of  the  21''  ult.  Requesting  the  Congress  to 
grant  a  sum  of  money  to  our  Colony  towards  what  we  have  advanced  on 
Account  of  the  Continent.  I  took  tlie  opportunity  this  morning  to  lay  the 
same  before  Congress,  who  have  voted  us  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  Dollars 
as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  Extract  from  their  minutes.  I  fear  it  will 
iiot  be  ready  in  less  than  three  or  four  weeks  from  this  time,  as  ail  that  h.as 
jbeen  emitted  is  expended,  and  several  grants  previous  to  ours  made  on  the 
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next  emission,  which  was  ordered  by  Congress  near  a  month  ago.  But  the 
Committee  has  been  retarded  for  want  of  proper  paper;  they  now  say  they 
shall  begin  in  a  few  days.  If  the  Congress  should  not  rise  before  the  money- 
is  ready  (which  is  at  present  uncertain)  I  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  send 
it  as  soon  as  possible  by  some  safe  conveyance;  perhaps  I  may  send  it  tO' 
Cambridge  and  inform  you  that  you  may  send  for  it  there.  If  the  Congress 
shall  rise  before  it  can  be  procured,  I  will  to  give  orders  to  have  it  sent  aa- 
soon  as  may  be ;  unless  by  tarrying  a  short  time  I  can  bring  it  with  me, 
I  am,  Gent°,  with  great  respect 

your  very  humble  serv' 

JOSIAH  Bartlktt, 
The  Provincial  Committee  of  Safety. 


Mesolve  of  Continental  Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  ReV,  Vol.  11.,  p.  257.] 

In  Congress,  Dec^  4,  1775. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  for  a 
sum  of  money  on  account  of  their  advances  in  behalf  of  the  Continent: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  Colony  of 
New  Hampshire,  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  same :  That  this  be  paid  out 
of  the  money  last  ordered  to  be  emitted,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  got  ready. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Ch's  Thomson,  Secy. 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  Gen.  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  261.1 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Dec""  5*^^  1775. 
Sib:^ — Upon  Mr.  Sherburne's  arrival  on  Friday  evening,  expresses  went 
out,  Which  bro't  the  Committee  together  on  Saturday  in  the  forenoon,  they 
Immediately  proceeded  with  the  utmost  diligence  to  Raise  the  Companies 
requested  —  Sent  off  expresses  to  the  County  of  Hillsboro',  to  Concord,  &c. 
as  well  as  to  the  neighbouring  Towns  with  a  considerable  number  of  Listing 
orders  and  Letters  to  Gentlemen  of  the  greatest  influence,  requesting  their 
vigorous  exertions  in  the  affair,  but  have  had  no  returns  from  the  Distant 
parts.  We  have  liad  many  obstacles  to  encounter  which  we  did  not  expect, 
and  have  spent  most  of  the  time  day  and  night  since  we  met  in  endeavour- 
ing to  surmount  them.  None  of  the  Troops  here  would  enlist  beiore  they 
were  paid  for  their  time  here  until  the  last  Enlistment;  yet  f  No  pay  Rolls 
were  made  out  before.  We  have  liad  near  20  to  examine  and  pay  and  a 
great  part  to  Draw  over  and  calculate  which  took  up  a  great  part  of  our  time, 
&  many  demanded  pay  for  their  time  since  the  last  Enlistment,  which  we 
were  obiig'd  to  comply  with.  Then  another  great  difficulty  was,  that  but  3- 
out  of  4  comin't  officers  could  be  admitted  in  "these  oompaiiys  proposed,  and 
some  clamour'd  highly  because  no  Held  officers  were  to  go,  alledging  they 
should  be  commanded  by  field  officers  from  the  other  Colonies  which  they 
would  not  submit  to.  Several  accounts  were  curr'  of  Naval  preparations 
making  at  Boston  supposed  tor  this  Port,  which  oceasionetl  many  to  think 
we  should  leave  ourselves  naked  by  sending  tiie  Troops  from  hence,  and 
encouraced  tlie  officers  it  soldiers  to  expect  there  being  continued  here  if 
they  dill  not  Enlist.  However,  after  struggling  with  all  tliose  diificulties  we 
liave  so  far  surmounted  tliem  as  to  get  sevei-al  companys  hll'd  up.  Capts. 
Baker,  Copp,  Elkins,  Clark  Jt  Webster,  from  the  Troops  here,  we  expect  will 
be  on  their  march  to  Day  &  tomorrow.  Capt.  Wiggin  of  Stratham,  we  hear 
has  raised  a  Company  A:  ready  to  march.     Severalniore  Companys  are  for- 
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ward.  Capt.  Denbo  of  Lee  listed  near  30  men  here,  &  went  home  to  recruit 
on  Sunday.  Many  more  are  forward.  We  think  there  is  a  good  prospect  of 
near  1-2  the  Companies  you  ask'd  for  being  seasonably  in  from  this  part  of 
the  Colony.  We  hope  the  people  on  the  Western  part  of  the  Government 
will  exert  themselves;  a  few  more  than  31  Enlistments  have  been  given  out, 
as  we  tho't  some  would  fail.  Strict  orders  has  been  given  every  one  to  be  at 
the  Camp  by  the  10"^  Inst;  however  it  is  probable  as  the  time  was  so  short 
some  will  be  later:  if  they  should  in  that  case  be  sent  back  it  will  hurt  the 
cause  greatly.  We  shall  continue  our  most  strenuous  etforts  to  fortvard  the 
men. 


Indorsed  —  "  Copy  to  G'  Sullivan 
Dec.  5'h  1775." 


Orders  of  Col.  Bvrnham. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  263.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Dec.  5"*,  177.5. 

COL"  BURNHAM  — 

You  are  desired  to  assist  the  several  Captains  of  the  Companies  lately 
raised  in  this  Colony  for  the  Continental  Army  in  forwarding  their  men, 
mustering  them  &  making  up  the  Rolls,  and  to  let  us  know  as  soon  as  may 
be  what  companies  are  engaged  &  the  numbers  of  each. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  Dec.  6"»,  1775. 

Ordered  That  Capt.  Hodgdon  with  forty  two  of  his  Company  and  Lt  Sevey, 
Lieut.  Gilman  &  Ensign  Wallace  with  those  remaining  of  Capt.  Parson's 
Company  be  stationed  at  Sevey" s  Island;  That  Capt.  Hodgdon  take  the  com- 
mand there. 

That  Lieut.  Wm.  Prescut,  Lieut.  Wiggin  &  Ensign  Williams  form  one 
Company  of  the  men  under  their  command  — That  Lieut.  Brewster,  Lieut. 
Nute  &  thirty  three  of  Capt.  Hodgdon' s  Company  with  the  soldiers  left  of 
Capt.  Copp's  company  form  another  company  &  that  these  two  last  men- 
tioned companies  be  stationed  at  New  Castle  under  the  command  of  Majf" 
Hacket  — &  that  Col"  Wingate  appoint  an  Ensign  for  the  last  mentioned 
Company  out  of  Copp's  men. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 


After   Orders. 

At  the  request  of  Majr  Hacket,  Ordered  that  Lieut.  Gilman,  with  sixteen 
of  CapL   Parson's  Company  remain  at  New  Castle  in  the  Room  of  Lieut. 
Wiggin,  who  with  his  men  are  to  take  the  place  appointed  for  said  Gilman ^ 
on  Sevey' s  Island. 

By  the  Committee,  Dec.  5'"  1775. 


Letter  from   Gen.  Folsom  to  the  Committte  of  Safety. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev".  Vol.  U..,  p.  265.] 

Exeter,  Decern""  G"*  1775. 

Gentlemen  —  Immediately  after  my  return  home  on  Sunday  afternoon,  I 
dispatched  CoP  Hobart  for  Chester.  The  ne.xt  morning  I  scut  an  Express  to- 
Major  Bartlet  of  Nottingham,  who  is  now  with  me;  he  expects  to  have  his» 
company  fidl   by  Thursday  night  &  march  them  oft"  Friday  morning,  but 
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wants  a  Dollar  pr  man,  which  I  should  be  glad  you  would  give  me  an  order 
for.  I  also  applied  without  loss  of  time  to  several  of  the  likeliest  persons 
here  to  raise  a  comp*  but  without  success,  till  Simeon  Ladd  took  the  Blank 
Order  for  a  company ;  he  has  as  yet  enlisted  but  tbree,  yet  refuses  to  give  up 
the  orders  till  he  has  tried  further.  I  have  since  employed  Benj^  Boardman 
of  this  Town  &  Porter  Kimbal  of  Brentwood  who  I  believe  will  be  able  to 
raise  a  company.  Boardman  having  enlisted  about  Twenty  &  Kimbal  about 
the  same  number,  shall  therefore  be  glad  you  would  send  up  Beating  Orders 
for  them,  and  an  order  for  one  Dollar  for  each  of  the  men.  You  may  depend 
on  my  sparing  no  pains  in  getting  the  men  ready  to  march  by  Friday 
morning. 

I  now  send  you  by  the  bearer  Mr.  Ebenezer  Dearing  two  hundred  Pounds 
agreeable  to  your  request.    I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  humble  serv' 

Xath'l  Folsom. 
To  the  Honbi  Committee  of  Safety 

for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire 

at  Portsmouth. 


Letter  from   Gen.    Washington. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  267.] 

Cambridge,  Decem""  7,  1775. 
Gentlemeit  — 

Richard  Emms,  a  prisoner  at  Portsmouth,  having  expressed  a  sti-ong  desire 
to  go  to  his  Family  &  Friends  in  the  West  Indies,  in  a  schooner  which  is 
about  to  go  there,  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a  permit  for  that  purpose, 
unless  there  be  any  objections  against  it  which  I  am  not  apprised  of. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  • 

your  H'ble  serv'. 

Go  WASHIXGTOIf. 


Portsmo  1.5"^  Dec^  1775, 
[p.  277.  J 

Gentlemen  —  We  herewith  transmit  you  Gen.  Washington's  Letter  re- 
specting Capt.  Frames,  supposing  it  a  Matter  more  properly  cognisable  by  you 
than  us.  At  the  same  time  We  beg  leave  to  hint  that  we  should  think  it 
imprudent  to  sutfer  him  to  take  passage  to  the  W.  Indies  in  either  of  the  ves- 
sels now  fitting  out,  &  that  a  reasonable  Sum  should  be  allowed  him  for 
Board  from  the  time  he  was  discharged  from  the  ship  Prince  George,  till  he 
leaves  the  Province. 

I  am  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

Gent°  yf  most  h'ble  ser*^ 

H.  Wentwobth,  Chairman. 
[To  the  Prov.  Committee  of  Safety.] 


Letter  from  Hon.  John  Hancock. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  269.  j 

Philada  Deer  8,  1775. 
Gentlemen  — 

On  the  2^  Instant  by  order  I  forwarded  to  you  the  resolution  of  Congress 
directing  such  soldiers  as  will  re-inlist  to  be  paid  their  wages  for  the  months 
of  October,  November  &  December,  and  moreover  one  month's  pay  advance 
and  desiring  you  to  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  the  recruiting 
service  in  the  army  as  well  as  in  your  particular  Colony. 
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By  letters  since  that  from  the  General,  the  Congress  are  informed  that  from 
the  19  to  tiie  28  of  November,  not  more  than  2540  reinlisted  &  that  only  y6d 
had  reinlisted  before  that  time.  The  situation  of  the  General  and  army 
is  the  more  alarming  as  General  Howe  is  well  apprised  of  this  matter  and 
will,  no  doubt,  on  the  first  favourable  opportunity  avail  himself  of  the  infor- 
mation. 

I  need  not  Inform  you  of  the  pain  the  Congress  feels  at  this  backwardnes* 
in  the  soldiers  to  reinlist.  Nor  need  I  point  out  to  you  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences that  must  ensue,  should  the  lines  be  abandoned  and  tlie  General 
deserted  at  a  critical  moment.  I  am  therefore  ilesired  to  forward  to  you  the 
enclosed  resolution  of  Congress  and  to  request  you  to  exert  yourselves  in 
defence  of  our  common  liberties  by  affording  the  General  all  the  aid  in  your 
power,  and  to  comply  with  his  request  for  the  service  of  the  Militia,  when- 
ever he  may  find  it  necessary  to  apply  for  it. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed'  Hum.  Ser' 

.John  Hancock,  President. 
Convention  of  New  Hampshire. 


Letter  from  Gen.  Sullivan. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Papers,  Rev°,  Vol.  H.,  p.  271.] 

Winter  Hill,  Decem^  8"»,  1775. 
Much  respected  Gentlemex  — 

Your  favour  signed  by  Col"  Whipple  is  now  before  me,  but  previous  to  the 
Receipt  thereof  Common  Fame  with  his  usual  readiness  had  proclaimed  your 
vigorous  exertions  &  the  Noble  spirit  of  your  people.  General  Washington 
&  all  the  other  officers  are  extremely  pleased  &  bestow  the  highest  Enco- 
miums on  you  &  your  troops,  freely  acknowledging  that  New  Hampshire 
Forces  for  bravery  &  Resolution  far  surpasses  the  other  Colonies  &  that  no 
Province  discovers  so  much  zeal  in  the  common  cause.  Though  I  wish  y^ 
Troops  may  all  arrive  before  the  10"'  Instant,  yet  none  will  he  refused  on 
account  of  their  being  a  few  days  later.  I  applaud  Col"  Burnham's  zeal  & 
shall  show  him  every  mark  of  esteem  in  my  power. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  gratitude  &  Esteem  y''  most  obed'  serv' 


Hon'^'  Committee  of  Safety. 


Jno.  Sullivan. 


General  Sullivan  to  Meshech  Weare  —  On  a  Plan  of  Govern- 
ment. 

[Copied  from  Amer.  Ar.,  4  Ser..  Vol.  IV.,  p.  241.] 

Winter  Hill,  December  11,  1775. 
Dear  Sir —  Though  continually  involved  in  those  difficulties  which  neces- 
sarily attend  a  military  life,  I  can  by  no  means  forget  the  duty  I  owe  to  that 
Province  whose  generous  favour  I  have  so  largely  shared,  and  whose  generous 
favours  I  have  so  often  experienced.  Being  deeply  impressed  with  gratitude 
to  that  truly  patriotic  Colony  and  fully  sensible  that  the  remaining  part  of 
my  life  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  interests  of  my  country  in  general,  and 
that  Province  in  particular,  I  have  stolen  a  few  moments  from  the  busy 
scenes  of  war  to  offer  you  my  thoughts  upon  a  matter  which  I  deem  essential 
to  the  future  welfare  of  my  truly  spirited  and  deserving  brethren  within  that 
Government.  I  hear  that  the  Continental  Congress  has  given  our  Province 
a  power  to  assume  government.  But  the  contents  of  this  letter  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  having  never  transpired,  and  my  friends  at  the  Continent.al 
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Congress  having  never  informed  me  but  in  general  terms  that  we  had  liberty 
to  assume  government,  I  must  conclude  that  liberty  is  given  to  set  up  and 
establish  a  new  form  of  government,  for,  as  we  were  properly  speaking,  a 
King's  Government  before,  the  giving  us  a  power  to  assume  government, 
would  be  giving  us  a  license  to  assume  a  form  of  government  which  we  could 
never  obtain.  Taking  it  therefore  for  granted  that  the  Congress  have  given 
us  liberty  to  set  up  that  form  of  government  which  will  best  answer  the  true 
end  and  design  thereof,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  otfer  you  my  thoughts  upon  the 
subject,  leaving  you  to  make  such  use  thereof  as  your  wisdom  shall  direct. 

And.  as  my  ideas  of  government  may  in  some  measure  differ  from  many 
others,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  premise  some  few  things.  And  in  the  first  place 
must  observe,  that  all  governments  are,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for  the 
good  of  the  people ;  and  that  form  of  government  is  most  perfect  when  that 
design  is  most  nearly  and  etfectually  answered. 

Secondly,  That  government  which  admits  of  contrary  or  clashing  interests, 
is  imperfect,  and  must  work  its  own  ruin  whenever  one  branch  has  gained 
a  power  sufficient  to  overrule  or  destroy  the  other.  And  the  adding  a  third, 
with  a  separate  and  distinct  interest,  in  imitation  of  the  British  Consti- 
tution, so  much  celebrated  by  those  who  understand  nothing  of  it,  is  only 
like  two  contending  powers  calling  in  a  third  which  is  unconnected  in  inter- 
est, to  keep  the  other  two  in  awe,  till  it  can  gain  in  power  sufficient  to  destroy 
them  both.  And  I  may  almost  venture  to  prophesy,  that  the  period  is  now 
at  hand  when  the  British  nation  will  too  late  discover  the  defects  in  their 
much  boasted  Constitution,  and  the  ruin  of  that  empire  evince  to  the  world 
the  folly  and  danger  of  establishing  a  government  consisting  of  different 
branches,  whose  interests  must  ever  clash  with  each  other. 

Third.  That  no  danger  can  arise  to  a  State  from  giving  the  people  a  free 
and  full  voice  in  their  own  government.  And  that,  what  is  called  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  or  checks  upon  the  licentiousness  of  the  people,  are 
only  the  children  of  designing  or  ambitious  men,  no  such  thing  being  neces- 
•sary;  for,  though  many  States  have  been  overturned  by  the  rage  and  violence 
of  the  people,  yet  that  spirit  of  rage  and  violence  has  ever  been  awakened  in 
the  first  place  by  the  misconduct  of  their  rulers.  And,  though  often  carried 
to  the  most  dangerous  heights,  so  far  from  being  owing  to  too  much  power 
being  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  that  it  is  clearly  owing  to  their  hav- 
ing too  small,  and  their  rulers  too  extensive  a  power. 

Thus  we  find  Rome  enjoyed  its  liberties  until  their  Dictators  and  others 
were  clothed  with  power  unknown  before,  at  least  in  that  country,  and  made 
in  some  sort  independent  of  tlie  people;  and  to  this  authority,  so  inconsid- 
erately given,  should  be  charged  all  the  tumults  at  Rome,  and  the  final  ruin 
of  that  empire.  This  uncontrollable  power,  so  muci;  sought  after  by  design- 
ing men,  is  made  use  of  to  enslave  the  people,  and  either  bring  about  that 
event,  or  raises  the  just  indignation  of  the  people  to  extirpate  the  tyrant  thus 
seeking  their  ruin.  And  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  resentment  is  so  far 
carried  by  the  fury  of  an  enrat^ed  populace  as  totally  to  destroy  the  remains 
of  government,  and  leave  them  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  too 
often  have  designing  persons  taken  advamage  of  this  confusion  and  estab- 
lished tyranny  in  its  place. 

I  am  well  convinced  that  people  are  too  fond  of  their  own  ease  and  quiet 
to  rise  up  in  rebellion  -igainst  government,  unless  when  the  tyranny  becomes 
intolerable.  And  their  fondness  for  government  must  clearly  appear,  from 
their  so  often  submitting  to  one  tyrant  after  they  had  extirpated  another, 
rather  than  live  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  I  would  therefore  ad- 
vise to  such  a  form  of  government  as  would  admit  of  but  one  object  to  be 
kept  in  view,  both  by  the  governour  and  governed,  viz,  the  good  of  the  whole, 
that  one  interest  should  unite  the  several  governing  branches,  and  that  the 
frequent  choice  of  the  rulers,  by  the  people,  should  operate  as  a  check  upon 
their  conduct  and  remind  them  that  a  new  election  would  soon  honour  them 
for  their  good  conduct,  or  disgrace  them  for  betraying  the  trust  reposed  in 
them. 
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I  by  no  means  object  to  a  Governor,  but  would  have  him  freely  appointed 
by  the  people,  and  dependent  upon  them,  and  his  appointment  not  to  c«n- 
tinue  tor  a  long  time  unless  re-elected  —  at  most  not  exceeding  three  years, 
and  this  appointment  to  be  made  by  the  freeholders  in  person,  and  not  by 
their  representatives,  as  that  would  be  putting  too  dangerous  a  power  in 
their  hands,  and  possibly  a  majority  of  designing  men  might  electa  person  to 
answer  their  own  particular  purpose,  to  the  great  emolument  of  those  indi- 
viduals, and  the  oppression  of  their  fellow-subjects;  whereas,  we  can  never 
suppose  the  people  to  have  auytiiing  but  the  true  end  of  government,  viz; 
their  own  good  in  view,  unless  we  suppose  them  idiots  or  self-murderers.  I 
am  likewise  much  in  favour  of  a  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  but 
would  have  tliem  likewise  chosen  by  the  people,  and  by  no  means  for  a 
longer  time  than  three  years;  and  this  moile  of  choosing  would  effectually 
destroy  that  pernicious  power  distinguisliing  Governours.  to  throw  aside 
those  persons  who  they  found  would  not  join  them  in  enslaving  the  people. 
The  late  conduct  of  Bernard  and  Hutchinson,  and  the  present  unhappy  state 
of  the  Province  I  am  now  in,  are  striking  witnesses  of  the  justice  of  this  ob- 
servation, nor  can  I  see  the  least  reason  for  a  Governour  having  a  power  to 
negative  a  Speaker  of  the  House. 

I  would  have  some  rule?  established  for  making  that  person  incapable  of 
holding  either  of  the  above  offices,  that  should,  either  before  or  after  his 
election,  bribe  or  treat  the  voters,  with  intent  either  to  procure  an  election 
or  reward  the  electors  for  having  chosen  him.  Accusation,  if  against  the 
Governour,  to  be  tried  by  the  two  Houses;  and  if  against  either  of^the  other 
members  by  the  Governour  and  the  other  members  of  both  Houses,  he 
having  a  vote  equal  to  any  other  member.  And  in  case  judgment  should 
pass  against  the  new  elected  Governour,  the  old  one  to  remain  till  a  new 
election  be  had;  and  in  case  he  be  the  same  person  formerly  elected,  the 
President  of  the  Council  to  supply  his  place  till  a  new  election  can  be  niade, 
which  President  should  be  appointed  by  free  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
Council,  at  their  first  meeting.  The  infamous  practice  of  bribing  people,  in 
Great  Britain,  to  sell  their  votes  and  consequently  their  liberty, "must  show 
the  danger  of  permitting  so  dangerous  a  practice  to  be  instituted  under  our 
Constitution,  to  prevent  which,  and  to  guard  iigainst  the  undue  influence  of 
persons  in  power  over  votes,  I  would  recommend  the  Pennsylvania  method, 
viz:  that  every  vote  should  be  rolled  up,  sealed  on  the  back  thereof,  be  noted 
that  it  is  a  vote  for  a  Governour,  which  should  be  deposited  in  a  box  prepared 
for  that  purpose;  and  a  vote  for  Counsellors  and  Representatives,  sealed  up, 
noted  an  the  back,  brought  in  as  aforesaid,  and  deposited  in  separate  boxes, 
provided  for  the  purpose.  That  all  voters  having  once  given  in  their  votes, 
should  pass  out,  and  care  be  taken  that  they  should  not  come  in  again,  till 
the  voting  was  over;  or,  if  it  be  thought  more  expedient,  to  let  the  clerk  of 
the  meeting  have  a  perfect  list  of  all  votes,  with  three  columns  ruled  against 
there  names,  one  marked  for  a  Governour.  one  for  a  Eepresentative"!  and 
when  a  person  brings  in  a  vote  for  one,  a  mark  to  be  made  against  his  name 
in  that  column;  and  if  he  brinu's  in  for  all  three  at  the  same  time,  a  mark  to 
be  made  in  each  column:  wliijh  1  think  will  etfecluilly  prevent  any  fraud  in 
voting  again.  The  Representatives'  box  to  be  examined  in  meeting,  and  the 
election  declared.  The  votes  given  for  Counsellors  antl  Governour  to  be 
sealed  up  by  the  clerk,  and  forwarded  by  him  to  the  Capital  of  the  Province, 
where  all  the  votes  being  had  together,  a  sworn  Committee  sbouhl  examine 
the  whole  and  declare  the  elections.  This  method,  though  it  may  appear 
somewhat  troublesome,  will  not  turn  out  so  upon  trial;  and  it  is  the  most 
effectual  method  to  secure  the  freedom  of  votiu'r,  and  prevent  every  species 
of  fraud  and  connivance. 

Any  persons  who  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  any  berth  may,  agreea- 
bly to  the  method  practised  in  Pennsylvania  publish  their  design  in  news- 
f)apers,  or  communicate   it  in  any  other  method  they  may  think  proper,  or 
eave  the  people  to  find  out  persons  of  merit  and  nominate  for  themselves. 
All  civil  officers  should  be  appointed  by  the  three  branches,  and  all  military 
.officers  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  never  superceded  in  commission 
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but  by  the  same  power  which  created  them.  All  laws  negatived  by  a  Gov- 
emour,  if  revived  afterwards,  and  passed  by  a  new  House  and  Council,  to  be 
assented  to  by  him  at  all  events,  as  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  two 
Houses  of  Representatives  and  two  sets  of  Counsellors,  possessed  of  less  wis- 
dom, or  to  have  less  understanding  of  the  true  interests  of  the  people,  than 
a  single  person  has,  and  that  after  having  a  long  time  to  think  upon  the 
matter,  and  to  consult  their  constituents  thereon. 

And  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  however  high  other  people's  no- 
tions of  government  may  run,  and  however  much  they  may  be  disposed  to 
woi-ship  a  creature  of  their  own  creation,  I  can  by  no  means  consent  to  lodg- 
ing too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  one  person,  or  sutfering  au  interest  in 
government  to  exist  separate  trom  that  of  the  people,  or  any  man  to  hold  an 
office,  for  the  execution  of  which  he  is  not  in  some  way  or  other  answerable 
to  that  people  to  whom  he  owes  his  political  existence. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  go  more  largely  into  the  subject,  but  I  must 
leave  you  to  weigh  these  hints,  and  make  such  improvement  thereon  as  your 
wisdom  shall  direct;  and  though  my  notions  of  Government  are  somewhat- 
singular,  yet,  I  think  this  plan  will  be  an  improvement  upon  the  ConstitU' 
tion,  by  far  the  happiest  I  know  of.  Where  I  have  supposed  a  defect  in  thaC 
Constitution,  I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  borrow  from  that  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  other  governments,  to  supply  it;  and  in  some  instances  have  added  my 
own  thoughts,  which  if  they  have  the  force  of  reason  in  them,  will  have 
their  weight.  If  they  should  not  appear  to  be  founded  on  reason,  I  must  beg 
you  to  excuse  my  giving  you  trouble,  as  I  sincerely  aim  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  that  Colony,  to  which  I  wish  the  most  lasting  happiness. 

And  assure  yourself  that  I  am,  with  much  esteem 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivax, 


To  the   Gentlemen  of  the  Committee. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  275.) 

John  Evans  of  Portsmouth,  Merchant,  humbly  sheweth  that  his  Schooner, 
Cornucopia,  John  Blunt  Master,  arrived  at  Alexandria  in  Virginia  in  the 
month  of  April  last  past  at  which  place  she  has  remain" d  to  this  time. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  that  a  Certificate  may  be  granted  to  some 
fit  person  to  go  from  hence  to  Virginia  &  there  load  said  Schooner  with  Pro- 
visions for  this  place  &  also  to  certify  that  Provisions  are  much  wanted  here, 
(to  go  by  land.) 

Also  a  Certificate  that  the  Schooner  Welcome  of  eighteen  tons  carrys  Men 
from  hence  to  navigate  said  Schooner  Cornu  Copia  from  Virginia  to  this 
place,  this  last  Certificate  to  go  in  said  Schooner  Welcome  with  four  men. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

John  Evans. 

Exeter  14  Decem^  1775. 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire, 
In  Committee  of  Safety  for  said  Colony. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  295.] 

Whereas  John  Evans  of  Portsm^  in  said  Colony,  merchant,  hath  repre- 
sented to  us  that  his  schooner  C.  C.  John  Blunt  master  arrived  at  Alexan- 
dria in  Virginia  in  the  month  of  April  last,  at  which  place  she  hath  remain'd 
to  this  time,  &  petition' d  that  Liberty  may  be  granted  to  the  Scho'  Welcome 

master,  of  Eighteen  tons  burden,  now  in  this  Harbour,  proceed  from 

hence  to  Virginia  with  men  to  navigate  the  said  Scho""  C.  C.  from  thence  to 
this  Colony,  which  this  Committee  having  considered  as  also  the  neceesity  of 
provisions  being  imported  into  this  Colony,  Do  consent  &  agree  that  the  said 
Schooner  Welcome  have  liberty  to  proceed  accordingly. 
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Letter  from  General    Washington. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  11.,  p.  305.] 

Cambridge,  23'i  Decern'  1775. 

SiK  — 

Notwithstanding  the  great  pains  taiten  by  the  Quarter  master  General  to 
procure  Blauketts  tor  the  Army,  he  finds  it  impossible  to  provide  a  number 
sufficient;  he  has  tryed  the  Southern  Provinces  without  success,  as  what  were 
there  are  engaged  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  troops  in  each  place. 

Our  Soldiers  are  in  great  distress  and  I  know  of  no  way  to  remedy  the  evil 
than  applying  to  you.  Cannot  some  be  got  from  the  different  towns?  Most 
houses  could  spare  one,  some  of  them  many :  If  your  Hon'''^  Convention  will 
please  to  take  this  affair  under  their  immediate  consideration,  and  by  some 
means  procure  ;is  many  as  can  be  spared  from  the  house-keepers,  you  will  do 
infinite  service  to  this  Army  &  very  much  oblige. 

Sir,  your  most  Ob'  Serv', 

G^  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  the  New  Hampshire  Convention. 

44 
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FIFTH  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


Journal  of  the  Conventions  in  Congress  which  assembled  at 
Exeter^  December  1\st^  1775, —  being  the  Fifth  Provincial 
Congress. 

[p.  285.]     Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  Congress  at  Exeter,  Dec''  21*'  1775. 
At   a   General    Convention  of   the  Delegates   from   the   several 
Towns,  Parishes,  and  Places  in  this  Colony,  on  the  Twenty-first 
day  ot  December,  A.  D.  1775,  Pursuant  to  Precepts  Issued  by 
the  late  Congress  :  ' 

The  Returned  Members  met,  and  after  making  out  a  List  of 
their  Names  and  the  Places  they  represent.  Proceeded  to  make 
choice  of  a  President,  and  the  Votes  being  bro't  in.  It  appeared 
that  the  Hon"''®  Matthew  Thornton  Esq''  was  chosen  President  of 
this  Congress  by  a  great  majority,  who  took  the  chair  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Ebenezer  Thompson  Esq''  be  Secretary  of  this 
Congress. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery  Esq''  be  Assistant  Secretary  to  this 
Congress. 

Then  adjourned  to  half  after  eight  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 


A.  Roll  of  the  Members  Returned  to  sett  in  Provincial  Congress 
Begun  and  Held  at  Exeter  in  &  for  the  Colony  of  New 
Hampshire  on  the  Txoenty -first  day  of  December^  Anno 
Domini  1775. 

Towns  &  Places.  Names. 

PoKTSMOUTH,  Sam'  Cutts  Esq. 

Sam.  Sherburne 

Peirce  Long 
Hampton,  Capt.  Josiab  Moulton 

Northampton,  Dr.  Levi  Dearborn 

Exeter,  John  Giddinge  Esq"' 

Noah  Emery 
Londonderry,  Hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq. 

John  BelK 
New  Castle  Henry  Prescott,  Esq. 

Rye,  y  Nathan  Gos8,v 

Sam'  Philbrick 


1 


Kingston  & 
East  Kingston 

Sandown  &  / 

Hawke  j 

Greenland,  Clement  March,  Esq. 

Newington,  Richard  Downing,  Esq. 
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'^ 


Stratham 

Newmarket, 

Southampton  &  I 

Newton  ) 

Kensington, 

Plastow  «fe  I 

Atkinson    ) 

Hampstead, 

Salem, 

Pelham, 

Chester, 

Candia, 
Raymond  &  ) 
Poplin  ) 

Brentwood, 
Hampton  Falls  &  I 
Seabrook  ) 

Nottingham, 
Deerfield  &  j 
Northwod    j 
Canterbury  &   I 
Loudon  j 

Chichester, 
Epsom  & 
AUenstown 
Pembrooke, 
Wyndham, 
Bow  &  I 

Dunbarton   ) 
Concord 
Epping 


Benj*  Barker, 
Thomas  Tash,  Esq. 

Phillips  White,  Esq. 

Capt.  Ezek.  Worthen 

Sam'  Kimball 

John  Calfe 
Caleb  Dustin 
James  (jil)8on 
Stephen  Moss 
Capt.  Robert  Wilson 


John  Dudley,  Esq. 

Sam'  Dudley  Esq. 

Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 


Jere.  Eastman 
Thomas  C  lough 

John  McClary,  Eiq. 

David  Oilman,  Esq. 
James  Betton,  Esq. 

Capt.  Caleb  Page 

Timothy  Walker,  jun'' 
Neheraiah  Wheeler 


Dover, 

Madbury, 
Durham, 
Lee, 

Summersworth, 
Barrington, 
Gilmantown  &  I 
Barnstead  ) 

Sanbomton  &  I 
Meredith  ) 

Rochester, 
Leavitstown  ) 
Wakefield  &  [ 
Middleton      ) 
New  Durham 
the  Gore  & 
Wolfborough 
Mouitonboro' 
Sandwich  «fe 
Tamworth 


Stephen  Evens,  Esq. 
Otis  Baker,  Esq. 

Ehenf  Thomson,  Esq. 
Hercules  Mooney 
Ichabod  Rawlins,  Esq. 
Sam'  Hayes 

Joseph  Badger,  Esq. 

Eben''  Smith,  Esq. 
Dea.  James  Knowles, 

Nathaniel  Balch 


Daniel  Bede  Esq. 


Amherst, 

Litchfield  & 
Nottingham  W. 
Dunstable 
Holies 


Moses  Nichols,  Esq. 
Nahum  Baldwin 

Wyseraan  Claggett  Esq. 

Jonathan  Lovewell,  Esq, 
Stephen  Ames 
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Merrimack  &  J 
Bedford  ) 

Derryfield  &  1 
GrofiFstown       ) 
Weare 
Hopkinton 
Henniker 
Deering 
Hillsboro'  & 
Society  Land 
Fraucestown  & 
New  Boston 
New  Ipswich 
Boscawen  &  / 
Salisbury        ( 
Temple  &         I 
Peterborough  ) 
Wilton 
Lyndeboro' 
Mile  Strip  &   • 
Duxbury  Farm 
Mason  &  Raby 
New  Britton 
Warner 
Perrystown  & 
Fislierfield 


Jon*  Blanchard,  Esq' 

Moses  Kelley,  Esq. 

John  Worth 
Stephen  Harriman 

N^apt.  Joseph  Symonds 


William  Shattuck 
Col.  Henry  Grerrish 

Sam'  Moore 

Jacob  Abbott 
Dea.  Amos  Dakin 


Rlndge,  1 

Jaflfrey  &  > 

Peterboro'  Slip    ) 

Dublin  &  [ 

Monadnoc  No  5  J 

Packersfield, 

Limerick 

Cambden  & 

Gilsum 

Mario w,  Surry  &  I 

Alstead  J 

Hinsdale  &    I 

Chesterfield  ) 

Winchester 

Richmond 

Swanzey  &  ) 

FitzwilUam  J 

Keen 

Westmoreland 

Walpole 

Charleston 

Cornish 

Plainfield 

Protectworth  & 

Grantham 

Claremont 

Unity,  Acworth 

Lemster,  Savill, 

Croydon  <k  Newport 

Plymouth  "I 
New  Chester  ! 
Cockermouth  &  f 
Alexandria  J 


Eliphalet  Stone 

Robert  Pollock 

Nat.  S.  Prentice 
Archibald  Robinsoa 


Maj.  Tim"  Ellis 


Maj''  John  Bellow* 
Elijah  Grout 

Moses  Chase  Esq 

Capt  Joseph  Wait 
Benj»  Giles  Esq 


Sam"  Emerson 
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Roniney, 

Holderness 

Campton  & 

Thornton 

Lebanon,  Hanover, 

Eelhan,  Canaan 

Cardigan  & 

Grafton 

Lyme,  Orford, 

Warren,  Dorchester 

Wentworth  & 

Piermont 

Haverhill,  Bath 

Lyman, 

Gunthwait,  [ 

Landaff  & 

Morristown  J 

Apthorp 

Lancaster 

Northumberland 

Stratford 

Cockburn 

Colburn 

Conway 

Shelburne  & 

the  Towns  above 


Daniel  Brainerd,  Eaq 


Israel  Morey,  Esq 


John  Hurd,  Esq 


Abijah  Learned. 


Friday  Dec^  22%  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and 

The  Petition  ot  the  Committee  of  Safety  ot  the  Towns  of  New- 
Ipswich,  Rindge,  Fitzwilliam  &  Jaffi-ey  (Praying  to  have  Enoch 
Hale  Esq''  &  William  Smiley  admitted  to  sit  in  this  Congress) 
And  also  the  return  made  on  the  Precept  which  issued  to  the 
Towns  ot  Rindge,  Jatfrey  &  Peterborovigh  Slip,  being  read  & 
Considered, 

Voted  that  Neither  of  the  said  Gentlemen  shall  have  a  seat  in 
this  Congress,  They  being  chosen  contrary  to  the  Direction  in  the 
Precept  from  the  late  Congress. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  three  Persons  to  Draw  up  a 
Solemn  Obligation  or  Engagement  to  be  entered  into  by  the 
members  of  this  Congress,  and  Lay  the  same  before  the  Conoress 
for  their  approbation — And  that  Benjamin  Giles  Esq""  Ebenezer 
Thompson  Esq'  &  Wyseman  Claggett  Esq""  be  the  Committee  for 
that  purpose. 

Whereas  Sundry  Persons  have  appeared  in  this  Congrress  bring- 
ing Certificates  of  their  choice  to  represent  Towns  &  places  in 
this  Congress,  some  of  which  are  certified  by  the  Selectmen,  some 
by  the  Town  Clerk  and  some  by  the  Moderator  of  the  meeting  in 
their  respective  Towns  &  places,  and  no  return  being  made  of  the 
Precepts  which  issued  from  the  late  Congress  Directing  such 
choice : 
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[p.  286.]  Ther  "  -e  Voted,  That  such  persons  whose  Certifi- 
cates shew  that  the  ere  chosen  to  represent  Towns  or  places  to 
whom  Precepts  did  Issue,  shall  be  allowed  a  seat  in  Congress 
During  their  present  session,  alter  which  Time  they  shall  Produce 
the  Precept  in  consequence  of  which  choice  was  made,  with  the 
Certificate  of  the  Selectmen  thereon  (of  their  being  chosen)  or 
nhall  not  be  ui--    irther  Allow'd  a  seat  in  this  Congress. 

Voted  That  ihe  Treasurer  &  receiver  General  be  Dire^^ted  to 
Lay  his  Treasury  accounts  before  this  Congress  forthwith  their 
Inspection  &  Examination. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  chosen  to  examine  &  audit  the 
Accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer  Jafirey  be  directed  to  Lay  the  state 
of  said  accounts  (as  far  as  they  have  Examined  them)  before  this 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  the  Commissniv,  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  the  Quarter  Master,  Barrack  mas-  and 
Engineer,  be  dire<^tpd  to  lay  their  accounts  before  this  Congress  as 
soon  as  maybe  :  ;    .  eir  Inspection  &  Examination. 

Adjourned  to  threa  o'clock  afternoon. 

P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Read  &  heard  Sundry  Letters  &  resolves  of  the  Continental 
Congre8s.(l) 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Alexandria  &c.  against  the 
election  of  Mr.  Samuel  Emerson  as  a  member  of  this  Congress, 
Vir  ing  read  &  considered, 

V^oted,  That  the  said  Samuel  Emerson  was  duly  Elected  and 
that  he  Take  his  seat  in  this  House  accordingly. 

The  Petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rye,  against 
the  Election  of  iNathan  Goss,'^being  read,  voted  That  the  Parties 
be  heard  thereon  an  Monday  next  p.  m. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  ot  Hanover  &c,  being  read. 
Voted  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  put  off  till  tomorrow. 

[p.  287.]  Upon  the  Motion  of  George  Jaffrey  Esq^  Isaac 
Rindge,  Esq"  &  Mr.  William  Hart,  praying  to  be  liberated  from 
their  respective  Confinements,  voted  by  the  late  Congress  on  the 
sixteenth  of  Nov""  last,  the  motion  being  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  Determination  thereof  be  suspended  till  to- 
morrow. 

Upon  the  Motion  of  Enoch  Hale,  Esq^  Voted  that  a  new  writ 
Issue  to  towns  ot  Rindge,  Peterborough  Slip  and  Jaffrey,  to  send 
a  member  to  sit  in  this  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock. 

(1)  See  Preceding  Correspondence,  under  date  of  Nov.  30,  Dec.  2,  and  Dec.  4,  pp.  674- 
79.—  Ed. 
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December  23^  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  sundry  Persons  were  by  the  late  Congress  ordered  to 
confine  themselves  to  certain  Places  within  this  Colony  &c.  It  is 
now  voted  that  the  said  Persons,  viz.  Peter  Gilraan,  Esq.  Nathaniel 
Rogers  Esq^  Mr.  William  Torrey,  George  Jaffrey  Esq.  Isaac 
Rindge,  Esq^  &  Mr.  William  Hart  have  leave  to  go  to  their 
respective  Businesses  for  the  spnce  of  fifteen  days,  unless  they  or 
any  of  thera  should  be  called  for  sooner,  and  then  to  make  their 
appearance  before  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Jonathan  Lovewell,  Jonathan  Blan chard  &  Noah 
Emery,  Esq"  be  added  to  the  Committee  chosen  to  make  a  Dra't 
of  some  solemn  obligation  to  be  enter'd  into  by  the  members  of 
this  Congress. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  Pierce  Long,  Samuel  Cutts,  &  Samuel  Sher- 
burne Esq.  be  paid  out  ot  the  Treasury  a  sum'sufficient  to  make 
up  to  them  the  Two  Thousand  pounds  Lawful  money  voted  thera 
by  the  late  Congress  to  Lay  out  in  Cargoes  for  the  Foreign  West 
Indies  to  procure  Arms,  Ammunition  &c.  for  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Commissary  Cutts  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
one  hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  Lawf^  money  towards  paying  otf 
the  workmen  on  the  Batteries  &  victualling  the  Troops,  said  sum 
to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 

P.  M. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  raise  and  keep  in  pay  Two  hundred  Matrosses  &  Ar- 
tillery men,  officers  included,  for  the  Defence  &  Security  of  the 
[p.  288.]  Battery  &  Fortifications  at  and  near  Piscataqua  Harbour, 
to  be  Enlisted  by  Capt.  Salter,  Capt.  Daniel  and  Capt.  Turner  and 
to  keep  in  the  service  for  the  term  of  one  year,  if  not  Discharged 
sooner,  and  to  be  commanded  by  said  Captains  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  they  now  eoiumand: — Said  officers  &  soldiers  to  be 
paid  the  same  wages  as  heretofore  —  and  that  the  Secretary  make 
out  Enlisting  orders  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  all  the  officers  and  soldiers,  Excepting  the  Two 
hundred  Matrosses  and  Artillerv  men  Be  forthwith  discharcred 
from  duty  at  the  Fortresses  at  and  near  Piscataqua  Harbour. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  3  o'clock  afternoon. 


Monday  Dec'  25'". 

Met  according  to  ddjourninent. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Wyseriian  Clagett,  Esq""  in  behalf  of  Sam' 
Renkin  praying  that  a  'li)tf  Sterling  bill  vi  this  Colony  payable 
Dec.  25"^,  1765,  may  be  redeemed  &  paid  by  order  of  this  Congress  : 
Voted  in  the  Negative. 
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The  petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Rye,  against  the  Election 
of^Nathan  Go83,<for  a  member  of  this  Congress,  being  read  & 
considered, 

Voted,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  not  "granted,  but  that 
the  said  Petition  be  and  hereby  is  Dismis'd — and  that  the  said 
\Nathan  GossVtake  his  seat  in  the  house  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.    . 

Voted,  That  the  Petition  of  Mr.  John  Wheelock  agent  for  the 
Towns  of  Hanover,  Lebanon,  Relhan,  Canaan,  Cardigan  &  Graf- 
ton, having  been  read,  Debated  &  understood  Be  &  hereby  is  Dis- 
mist.  (1) 

Voted,  That  Ebenezer  Thompson,  James  Britton,  Jonathan 
Blanchard,  Jonathan  Lovewell,  John  Dudley  &  Benjamin  Giles, 
Esq""  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Plan  of  Rules  for  the  order  of 
this  Congress,  and  lav  it  before  this  house  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock. 


Tuesday  Dec'  26"^  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

[p.  2S9.]  The  petition  of  Barton  Pollard  (a  poor  Prisoner) 
being  read  &  consider'd, 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  seven  Pounds  &  five  shillings  be  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony  towards  his  Prison  charges, 
Provided  he  Enlist  himself  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  it  he  settles  his  other  charges  due  to  the  Prison 
keeper.  That  he  be  discharged  from  Prison  ;  That  he  within  thirty 
days  next  coming  repair  to  the  Cor|)s  into  which  he  shall  Enlist 
(at  which  time  his  wages  shall  commence)  or  that  he  be  again 
committed  to  Prison,  and  that  two  thirds  of  his  wages  as  it  be- 
comes due  shall  be  stop'd  to  Reimburse  the  Sura  paid  by  the  Col- 
ony until  the  whole  is  paid.  The  tine  laid  on  him  by  the  Justices 
who  committed  him,  being  hereby  Remitted. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Eliphalet  Ladd  have  leave  to  sail  to  any  of 
the  Foreign  West  Indies,  at  his  own  charge  &  risque,  under  such 
orders  &  restrictions  ns  this  Congress  shall  see  tit. —  and  that  Phil- 
lips White  Esq'',  John  Ilurd,  Esq'  &  Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen, 
members  of  this  Congress,  with  Nicholas  Gilman  Esq''  &  Capt. 
John  Emery  be  a  Committee  to  consult  &  Lay  a  plan  of  such 
orders  &  restrictions  as  said  Ladd  shall  be  under  for  that  purpose, 
and  lay  the  same  before  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Benjamin  Giles  &  Jonathrm  Blanchard  Esq"  & 
Capt.  Hercules  Mooney  be  a  Committee  to  E.xamin  &  audit  the 

(1)  The  petition  here  referred  to  has  uot  been  found  — Ed. 
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Treasurer's  Accounts,  and  make  report  thereon  to  this  Congress 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  time  appointed  by  the  late  ConGjresa  for  payint^ 
in  the  Colony  tax  this  year  be  lengthened  out  for  three  Months 
and  that  the  several  Constables  and  Collectors  in  this  Colony 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  all  the  Non-commissioned  officers  and  soMiers  be- 
longing to  this  Colony  who  have  served  as  such  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army  the  Summer  past,  who  have  or  shall  Enlist  in  said  ser- 
vice for  the  year  coming,  shall  be  Discharged  from  paying  a  Poll 
Tax  for  the  year  past. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  George  Turner  with  his  Artillery  Company 
be  stationed  at  New  Castle,  with  all  the  tield  pieces  under  his 
care  to  guard  &  defend  that  Island  against  the  Landing  and  as- 
saults of  any  Enemies  till  further  orders. 

Adjourn'd  till  To-morrow  morning,  half  past  8  o'clock. 


[p.  -290.]  Wednesday,  Dec^  27^ 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  a  vote  of  this  Congress  hath  excused  all  non-commis- 
sioned  officers  &  soldiers  who  served  the  summer  past  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army  and  shall  Enlist  there  for  the  year  coming  from 
paying  .".ny  Poll  Tax,  It  is  now  further  Voted,  That  on  an  account 
under  Oath  being  exhibited  to  the  Treasurer  by  the  Selectmen,  of 
the  Number  of  such  soldiers  belonc^ingto  their  respective  Towns, 
and  the  amount  of  their  Poll  Tax  to  the  Colony  Tax,  the  Treas- 
urer shall  make  a  deduction  of  the  same  out  of  the  sum  such 
Town  was  Proportioned  to  pay  into  the  Colony  Treasury  this 
year. 

Voted,  That  such  of  the  members  of  this  Body  as  think  that 
Blanketts  can  be  procured  in  their  respective  Towns  &  places,  be 
desired  to  write  to,  (or  otherwise  as  they  find  most  convenient) 
inform  the  Selectmen  or  Committee  of  their  respective  Towns  & 
places.  That  a  Number  of  Blanketts  are  greatly  wanting  tor  the 
use  of  the  Continental  army,  and  that  it  is  requested  of  them 
within  ten  davs  at  least  from  this  time,  to  send  to  this  Congress 
or  to  the  Committee  at  Exeter,  what  number  of  good  Blanketts 
they  can  buy  in  their  respective  Towns  &  places,  with  the  prices 
thereof  Assuring  them  that  on  the  Delivery  thereof  the  money 
will  be  paid. 

Voted  ife  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Hobart,  Timothy  Walker  ife 
Jonathan  Blanchard  Esq"  be  a  Couiinittee  to  Proceed  down  to 
the  army,  and  there  Examin  the  several  Pay  Rolls  of  the  Cap- 
tains in  the  Regiments  commanded  by  the  Colonels  Stark,  Poor  & 
Reid,  and  see  that  thev  are  made  out  in  the  same  manner  as  Pav 
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rolls  are  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Colony  of  the  Mass**  Bay  & 
sworn  to  by  the  Captain  of  each  respective  Company  (or  in  their 
absence  by  the  next  officer  in  command)  and  after  such  examina- 
tion as  they  shall  be  satistied  of  the  Propriety  thereof,  That  the- 
Paymasters  may  proceed  in  paying  them  oif. 

Orders. 

To  Samuel  Hobart  and  Timothy  Walker,  Esq™  Paymasters  of  the 

New  Hampshire  Troops. 

You  are  hereby  Directed,  when  the  several  Pay  rolls  of  the 
Companys  in  the  Regiments  commanded  by  the  Colonels  Stark^. 
Poor  &  Reid,  are  passed  by  the  Committee,  to  Proceed  to  the 
payment  of  each  individual  or  his  order,  made  up  &  allow'd  in 
such  Roll,  Taking  their  receipts  therefor,  making  Deductions 
[p.  291.]  where  any  Person  has  received  from  the  Colony,  or  by 
their  order,  any  part  thereof,  whether  as  Wages  or  Billeting ;  or  a 
stoppage  where  the  whole  has  been  received ;  also  allowance  for 
the  use  of  guns  according  to  the  votes  of  this  Congress,  and 
where  it  appears  that  any  officer  for  his  soldiers  or  any  soldiers 
have  received  auy  overplus  allowance  for  Blanketts  or  otherwise 
from  this  Colony,  or  by  their  order,  That  you  now  stop  the  same  ; 
and  make  return  of  all  such  Rolls  to  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Moses 
Parsons  &  Direct  him  to  attend  this  Congress  &  account  for  the 
money  he  rec^  to  purchase  Guns. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Capt.  Supply  Clap  for  leave  to  exchange 
Continentall  Bills  for  Silver  and  Gold  now  in  our  Treasury,  — 
"Voted  That  he  have  leave  to  Exchange  Five  hundred  Pounds  at 
the  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Ebenezer  Thompson  &  Ichabod 
Rollins,  Esq.  be  a  Committee  to  Examin  into  the  stoppages  to  be 
made  in  the  Muster  rolls  of  the  soldiers  in  the  pay  of  this  Colony^ 
and  make  account  thereof  and  lay  it  before  this  Congress  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Mattroses  &  Artillery  men  in  the  service  ot 
this  Colony  be  paid  off  their  wages  up  to  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber Instant,  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  upon  the  proper  rolls 
being  made  up  with  the  proper  stoppages  therein  &  returned  on 
oath  to  this  house  &  allowed. 

Voted,  That  Phillips  White,  EsqS  Capt.  Josiah  Moulton  &  Col. 
David  Gil  man  be  a  Committee  to  Examin  &  pass  the  Muster  Roll 
of  Capt.  John  Calfe. 

Adjourned  to  half  past  2  o'clock  afternoon. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Wyseman  Claggett  &  Thomas  Tash  Esq"  be  a 
Committee  to  clear  out  for  Jonathan  Colcord  a  Number  of  Cattle 
&  Sheep  to  Passamaquaddy  (as  pr  Jiis  i>etition  on  file)  (1)  and  to 
take  security  from  him  for  their  safe  landing  there. 

New  Hampshire  }  Exeter,  Dec'  27'^  1776. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  U.,  p.  319.] 

To  all  Masters  or  Commanders  of  Vessels  in  the  service  of  the  united  Conti- 
nental Colonies  or  well-wishers  of  their  cause :  Greeting  — 
We  the  subscribers  (Members  of  the  Hon'''  Congress  for  said  Colony  now 
sitting  at  Exeter  aforesaid)  being  a  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpose,  do- 
now  Certify,  That  Jonathan  Colcord  of  Newmarket  in  the  County  of  Rock- 
ingham and  Colony  afores'^,  yeoman,  hath  obtained  permission  from  the  said 
Congress  to  export  to  Passamaquaddy  Two  4  year  old  steers,  two  Heifers, 
and  eight  sheep  in  a  schooner  belonging  to  Messieurs  Clark  and  Wallace,  and 
it  is  the  Pleasure  of  the  said  Congress  that  said  Colcord  do  pass  unmolested. 
Witness  our  hands  this  27"»  day  of  December,  1775. 

Wyseman  Claqett 
Thos.  Tash. 


Passamaquady,  Jan^  22i,  1776. 
To  the  Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  sitting  at  Exeter  in 
the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  these  may  ceartify  that  the  within  Named 
Messieurs  Clarke  &  Wallis  have  landed  the  Cattle  and  sheep  herein  men- 
tioned in  this  Cockquet,  and  these  may  likewise  certifye  that  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  us  as  a  Committee  that  the  said  vess'  pass  to  Piscataqua  unmolested  and 
desire  all  masters  of  vessels  in  the  Colony's  sarvis  to  protect  the  said 
schooner  to  Pascataqua  aforesaid. 

Comitte  of  Safety  for  Passamaquaddy 

Robert  Wilson 
James  Cockban. 


Letter  from   Col.  Samuel  Hohart. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.,  Rev",  Vol.  H.,  p.  308. J 

Medford,  23*»  Deer  1775. 

Gentlemen  —  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  late  Hon'''  Congr*s,  Col*' 
Walker  &  I  proceeded  to  this  place  to  pay  our  Troops  to  the  first  of  August. 
We  was  not  particularly  Instructed  how  to  pay  them,  but  was  directed  to  pay 
them  in  the  same  way  tliat  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  pay  their 
Troops, —  ia  order  to  know  their  Establishment,  we  waited  upon  the  Hon''' 
Council  who  favoured  us  with  a  copy  (here  inclos'd)  which  is  ditferent  from 
what  we  expected.  Instead  of  paying  Billeting  they  pay  \d  pr  mile  to  the 
Camp;  the  number  of  miles  each  man  ttavel'd  is  ascertained  in  their  pay 
Rolls  and  the  sum  due  carried  off  against  each  man's  Name  ifc  added  to  the 
whole  amount  of  his  wages:  this  together  with  paying  by  Lunar  mouths,, 
gives  all  our  Captains  the  Trouble  of  making  new  Rolls  it  our  Colony  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  paying  more  money  than  we  expected.  They  are 
very  explicit  in  the  Colony  of  the  M;iS3ch«  Bay  in  putting  all  their  stopages- 

(1)  This  petition  has  not  been  found.  —  [Ed. 
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into  their  Rolls,  guns,  blanketts,  «S:c,  in  order,  as  they  say,  that  Duplicates 
may  be  sent  to  the  Continent  to  refund  the  money.  If  we  are  to  be  as  ex- 
plicit in  our  Rolls,  I  am  affraid  they  wiU  be  imperfect,  for  the  ace'  of  Guns, 
Blankets  &c.  supplyed  by  so  many  hands  &  some  of  them  so  Intricate,  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  out  the  true  state  of  the  matter;  however  I 
shall  lose  no  time  nor  spare  any  pains  in  my  power  to  put  every  thing  in  as 
clear  &  true  a  light  as  possible,  &  shall  chearfuUy  receive  your  commands  & 
obey  your  Instructions  as  far  as  I  am  capable.  Col"  Walker  will  give  you* 
any  Information  about  these  matters  &  in  particular  how  much  money  it 
will  take  to  complete  our  Business. 

The  great  dispatch  with  which  the  Recruits  were  lately  raised  in  our  Col- 
ony &  the  eager  speed  of  their  march  to  guard  the  Lines  against  our  unnat- 
lU'al  Enemies,  has  done  great  Honor  to  New  Hampshire. 

Gentlemen,  I  most  heartily  wish  you  the  Divine  Influence  &  Direction  in 
the  Important  matters  before  you,  &  am,  gentlemen, 

your  most  obedt  &  Humble  servant, 

Sam'l  Hob  art. 
To  the  Honorable  Congress 
at  Exeter. 


Letter  from  General  Sullivan. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  H.,  p.  307.] 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  Dec''  24'^,  1775. 
Much  Esteemed  Gentlemen  — 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  you  by  Col"  Burnuni  a  Return  of 
the  Militia  sent  by  you  from  New  Hampshire.  The  Troops  are  exceeding 
good,  their  spirit  much  applauded  And  your  vigorous  exertions  in  procuring 
and  sending  them  so  seasonably  meets  with  a  just  Reward,  — Namely,  The 
thanks  of  the  whole  Army.  Col<^  Burnum  would  have  return' d  some  time 
since,  but  one  Company  did  not  arrive  till  yesterday  &  he  could  not  return 
till  he  had  mustered  them.  He  has  been  much  Engaged  in  taking  care  of 
the  Troops  &  has  been  of  singular  service  to  them  &  me.  I  wish  you  to 
make  him  up  in  your  bill  &  forward  the  same  for  payment  before  the  time  of 
Enlistment  is  expired. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  with  much  respect  your  most  obedient  serv' 

Jno.  Sullivan. 
Hon.  Committee  of  Safety. 

[To  the  foregoing  letter,  on  a  separate  slip  of  paper,  the  following  Note 
was  added.  —  Ed.  ] 

Col.*Burnum  has  to  his  great  Honour  exerted  himself  greatly  in  this  mat- 
ter &  his  influence  has  increased  the  Enlistment  very  much  (we  could  wish 
every  one  of  the  Field  oflicers  had  shown  the  same  disposition)  he  is  now 
going  forward  to  hasten  &  muster  the  Companies  &  accompany  them  to  the 
Camp.  We  recommend  him  to  your  Notice  as  a  man  very  deserving  espec- 
ally  for  his  extra  zeal  in  this  manoe^'. 
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Portsmouth  Memorial. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  300.] 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  now  con- 
vened at  Exeter  for  the  preservation  of  the  Lives,  Liberties  &  Properties- 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Colony. 

The  Memorials  >&  Remonstrance  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Ports- 
mouth in  Town  meeting  assembled,  humbly  shews: 

That  the  great  rise  of  Goods  has  given  much  uneasiness  not  only  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  (already  being  much  distressed  by  being  the  Fron- 
tier &  the  total  Loss  of  its  Trade)  but  also  to  those  of  the  Colony  in  general : 

Altho'  the  Honorable  Continental  Congress  have  recommended  that  the 
Committees  of  the  several  Towns  should  regulate  this  matter,  yet  inasmuch, 
as  we  have  been  informed,  that  Goods,  altho'  high  here,  are  liigher  at  New- 
bury &  Salem  &  higher  still  at  Cambridge,  wee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  too 
extensive  as  well  as  too  delicate  an  affair  to  be  in  the  power  of  any  Town 
Committee  to  rectify.  Wee  therefore  look  up  to  the  superiour  Wisdom  of 
the  Congress  intreating  that  they  will  take  up  the  Matter  on  a  general  plan 
and  afford  such  reliefe  as  the  nature  of  the  case  requires.  And  your  Memo- 
rialists will  ever  pray  &c. 

John  Penhallow,  Town  Clerk. 

Portsmouth,  Dec""  25"»,  1776. 


Instructions  to  the  Jiepreseritatives  of  Portsmouth,  2^ew  Hamp- 
shire. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  December  25,  1775. 
Last  Monday,  at  a  publick  town  meeting,  the  following  gentlemen  were- 
chosen  Delegates  to  represent  this  town  in  Provincial  Congress  now  con- 
vened at  Exeter;  and,  by  a  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  Instructions  for 
them,  they  were  the  next  day  unanimously  voted  by  the  Town. 

To  Samuel  Cutts  and  Samuel  Sherburne,  Esqrs.,  and  Captain  Pierce  Long. 

Gentlkmex  :  As  the  approaching  session  of  the  Congress  will  be  attended 
with  the  consideration  of  matters  of  more  importance  than  ever  came  before 
any  body  of  men  in  this  Colony,  your  constituents  desire  your  strict  atten- 
tion to  these  their  instructions,  supposing  your  motives  in  accepting  our 
choice  of  you  to  be  those,  alone,  of  promoting  the  public  good.  The  precept 
sent  to  this  town  for  the  choice  of  Delegates,  mentions  our  taking  up  a  form 
of  government  in  this  Colony.  This  we  conceive  to  be  a  measure  to  be  en- 
tered on  with  the  greatest  caution,  calmness  and  deliberation.  We  are  of 
opinion  that  the  present  times  are  too  unsettled  to  admit  of  perfecting  a  form, 
stable  and  permanent;  and  that  to  attempt  it  now  would  injure  us,  by  fur- 
nishing our  enemies  in  Great  Britain  with  ar::uments  to  persuade  the  good 
people  there  that  we  are  aiming  at  independency,  which  we  totally  disavow. 
We  should  therefore  prefer  the  government  of  the  Congress,  till  God,  in  his 
providence,  shall  afford  us  quieter  times. 

If,  however,  the  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  establish  a  new  form  of 
government,  we  enjoin  you  that  no  private  pique  or  prejudice  may  seclude 
from  the  appointment  to  any  place  of  honor  or  profit  men  of  approved  hon- 
our and  integrity;  whether  members  likely  to  be  appointed  to  such  places^ 
who  you  have  every  reason  to  think  sought  an  election,  that  you  do  every- 
thing in  your  power  to  prevent  their  appointment. 

The  courts  of  justice  in  this  Colony,  you  are  sensible,  have  long  slept  We 
earnestly  require  you  that  you  use  your  influence  in  the  Congress  that  the 
law  may  have  its  course,  not  only  for  the  punishment  of  offenders  but  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  just  debts,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress,  in 
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their  wisdom,  shall  think  proper.  As  the  dastardly  and  inhuman  behaviour 
of  the  persons  hitherto  intrusted  by  the  British  Ministry  to  execute  their  de- 
signs against  America,  convince  us  that  they  will  take  all  advantages  of  the 
weakness  of  any  part,  while  they  artfully  avoid  all  such  as  are  in  a  situation 
to  make  a  resistance  we  desire  you  will  pay  proper  attention  to  the  further 
forti^ing  and  guarding  the  port  of  Piscataqua,  now  the  frontier  of  the  Col- 
ony; and  thatin  general,  you  spare  no  pains  to  have  every  part  of  this  Col- 
ony in  a  state  of  defence.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  we  give  you  this 
instruction,  we  recommend  it  to  you  that,  if  a  plan  of  accommodation  be 
proposed,  the  completion  of  which  will  terminate  in  an  honourable  settle- 
ment of  the  present  disputes,  you  give  your  assent  thereto ;  and  we  the  more 
readily  advise  this,  because  we  are  by  no  means  of  opinion  that  the  present 
measures  are  countenanced  by  the  British  nation  in  general  (ever  remarked 
for  their  true  valour  and  love  of  freedom,  and  who  when  they  are  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  dispute,  will  undoubtedly  approve  the  conduct  of  their 
sons,  so  like  that  of  their  ancestors  at  the  Kevolutiou)  but  rather  that  they 
are  the  schemes  of  a  set  of  men  lost  to  every  sentiment  of  true  honour,  and 
sunk  into  a  state  of  dissipation  and  luxury,  which  they  are  endeavouring  to 
support  by  subjugating  the  most  loyal  subjects  their  master  could  boast  of. 

As  we  are  firmly  persuaded  the  measures  we  are  takiug  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  freedom  are  highly  justifiable  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  we 
are  determined  to  hazard  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  prosecution  of  them, 
convinced  that  our  brethren  in  every  part  of  the  colony  are  actuated  by  the 
same  motives,  and  will  readily  pay  their  proportion  of  the  publick  expense : 
You  will,  therefore,  be  careful  to  see  that  the  proportion  be  equitably  ad- 
justed with  respect  to  this  town,  which  has  already  greatly  sutfered  by  the 
loss  of  its  trade,  almost  its  only  support,  and  of  the  revival  of  which  there  is 
at  present  no  prospect. 

We  particularty  recommend  that  you  strictly  guard  against  every  measure 
that  may  have  a  tendency  to  cause  disunion ;  and  that,  at  all  times,  you  keep 
sight  of  this  recommendation,  as  a  disagreement  among  ourselves  is  what 
our  enemies  are  earnestly  wishing  for,  and,  consequently,  what  we  should  be 
more  particularly  careful  to  see  them  disappointed  in.  You  will  use  your 
endeavours  that  any  Committees  of  Safety  which  may  be  appointed  by  the 
Colony  Congress,  may  be  directed,  in  their  recess,  to  sit  in  this  town,  which, 
in  all  probability,  will  be  the  seat  of  action,  and  may  want  the  readiest  assis- 
tance; and  that  the  said  Committee  be  kept  under  short  adjournments.  We 
entertain  the  highest  and  most  grateful  sense  ot  the  merit  and  bravery  of 
such  of  our  brethren  as,  at  this  time,  are  called  forth  to  "'jeopard  their  lives 
in  the  high  places  of  the  field,"  and  hope  this  Colony  will  be  behind  hand  in 
none,  to  see  that  they  are  properly  rewarded,  taking  due  care,  at  the  same 
time,  to  keep  up  the  very  just  and  necessary  line  of  distinction  between  the 
civil  and  military  powers. 

You  will,  from  time  to  time,  inform  the  Town  Committee  of  Safety  of  such 
matters  of  importance  as  are  proposed  to  be  transacted  in  Congress,  and  take 
their  advice  and  instruct:  ;  thereon,  or  that  of  our  constituents  in  town 
meeting  assembled,  if  the  ^aid  Committee  shall  think  proper. 


Resolution  of  the   Continental  Congress. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  313.] 

In  Congress,  Decern''  26,  1775. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Paragraph  of  Lord 
Sterling's  letter  to  the  Congress  complaining  that  several  of  his  recruits  had 
been  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  trifling  debts,  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  Committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  divers  persons  either  from 
inattention  to  the  public  good  or  with  a  design  to  retard  the  recruiting  Ser- 
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vice,  have  arrested  &  imprisoned  for  very  trifling  debts  many  soldiers  who 
had  engaged  to  risque  themselves  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America,  and  as  it  has  always  been  found  necessary  in  time  of  war  to  regu- 
late &  restrain  a  practice  of  such  pernicious  tendency  <fc  in  such  cases  to 
abate  the  rigor  of  the  Law : 

Resolved,  Therefore  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  in 
these  Colonies,  whether  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  to  pass  acts  or  ordi- 
nances prohibiting  the  arrest  of  Continental  soldiers  for  small  debts,  And  in 
order  that  the  same  rule  may  pervade  all  the  Colonies,  that  no  such  soldier 
be  arrested  at  the  suit  of  any  of  his  creditors,  unless  the  saiil  creditor  make 
oath  that  the  said  soldier  is  justly  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  thirty-live 
dollars  over  &  above  all  discounts,  and  that  the  estate  of  no  such  soldier  be 
liable  to  attachment  at  the  suit  or  for  the  benetit  of  all  his  creditors,  unless 
tiieir  debts  in  the  whole  on  being  ascertained  by  their  oaths  shall  amount  to 
more  than  one  hundred  &  fifty  dollars. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

Chas.  Thomson,  Sec^. 

Voted  That  Coll°  Timothy  Walker  receive  out  of  the  Treasury 
Nineteen  hundred  Pounds  to  pay  off  the  Troops  at  Head  Quarters 
in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  up  to  the  first  of  August  last  past. 

[p.  292.]  Voted,  That  this  Congress  will  take  up  Government 
in  such  mode  &  Form  as  this  Congress  shall  hereafter  think  fitt. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  chosen  to  draw  up  a  Plan  for  the 
Government  of  this  Colony,  During  the  Present  Contest  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  the  said  Committee  consist  of  Fiileen 
Persons,  and  that  the  Hon**'"  Matthew  Thornton,  &  Meschech 
Weare  Esqr*,  Mr.  Secr^  Thompson,  Wyseman  Clagett,  Benjamin 
Giles,  Phillips  White,  John  Hurd,  Israel  Morey,  Samuel  Sherburne, 
Clement  March,  John  Dudley,  James  Britton,  Noah  Emery,  Jona- 
than Blanchard  and  Jonathan  Lovewell,  Esq",  be  the  Committee 
for  that  Purpose 

Adjourned  to  to-raorrow  1-2  past  8  o'clock. 


Thursday  Dec'  28*. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  John  Calfe's  Muster  roll  amounting  to  Forty  nine 
pounds  &  eleven  pence  be  allow'd  and  paid  off  by  VVilliam  Parker 
Esq. 

Voted,  That  John  Hurd,  Wyseman  Clagett  &  John  Giddinge, 
Esq^  Capt.  John  Emery  and  Mr.  Joseph  Gilman  be  a  Committee 
to  Examine  &  settle  all  the  accounts  of  those  persons  who  have 
had  monies  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  for  Publick  use,  and  all 
other  accounts  against  the  Colony,  and  to  make  report  thereof  to 
the  Congress  or  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts  Esq"",  have  an  order  on  the  Treasury 
for  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Upon  the  Question  being  put  whether  this  Congress  will  at  any 
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Time  Take  up  Civil  Government  to  continue  during  the  Present 
contest  with  great  Britain,  and  Resolve  themselves  into  a  House 
of  Representatives  and  then  choose  a  Councill  to  continue  one 
year  from  the  Twenty-first  day  of  December  Current,  It  was  voted 
in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  afternoon. 

Dec,  28, 3  o'clock  afternoon,  met  according  to  adjournment. 

[p.  293.]  Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  Congress  to 
Frame  and  bring  in  a  Dra't  or  Plan  of  a  new  Constitution  for  the- 
rule  &  government  of  this  Colony,  and  that  the  Hon"*  Matthew 
Thornton,  Meshech  Weare,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Wyseman  Clag- 
ett  &  Benjamin  Giles  Esq"  be  the  Committee  for  that  Purpose, 
and  that  they  Enter  upon  that  Business  immediately. 

Voted,  to  choose  a  Committee  of  six  persons,  to  join  the  former 
Committee  to  make  a  Dra't  of  an  oath  or  obligation  to  be  Entered 
into  by  the  members  of  this  house  —  and  that  Col.  Hurd,  Capt. 
Prentice,  Maj""  Tash,  Coll"  Walker,  Col.  Morey  &  Mr.  Blanchard  be 
of  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  Decem'  29*. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  the  matter  of  an  Oath  or  Ob- 
ligation on  the  members  of  this  Congress  be  put  off  to  a  Future 
Day,  and  that  Col°  Walker  &  Mr.  Blanchard  be  a  Committee  to 
make  Enquiry  at  the  Gen^  Court  at  Watertown  of  the  means  of 
their  qualification  as  a  General  Court,  and  of  the  mode  of  Quali- 
fication of  their  Civil  Officers,  and  transmitt  attested  Copies  thereof 
to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Blanchard  be  excus'd  from  attending  Col* 
Walker  as  a  Committee  to  pay  off  the  soldiers  at  Head  Quarters 
&  to  Enquire  of  the  Gen^  Court  at  Watertown  concerning  their 
mode  of  Qualification  of  their  Court  &  of  the  Civil  officers  in  that 
Colony  —  and  that  Col"  Israel  Morey  be  of  said  Committee  in  the 
room  &  stead  of  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Voted,  Not  to  augment  the  wages  of  the  Matrosses  and  Artil- 
lery men  at  and  about  Piscataqua  Harbour. 

Voted,  That  Phillips  White,  David  Gilman  Esq"^  &  Capt.  Josiah 
Moulton  be  a  Committee  to  Examine  all  muster  rolls  that  are  or 
shall  be  brought  to  this  house  for  allowance  &  payment,  &  to  re- 
port them  to  this  house. 

Voted,  That  Pelham  be  annexed  to  Londonderry  Regiment, 
under  the  command  of  the  Hon'''"  Col°  Thornton. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock. 
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[p.  294.]  Saturday,  Dec'  30'^ 

• 

Met  according  to  adjouniment. 

Voted,  That  John  Hurd,  John  Gidding  Wyseman  Clagett  Esq" 
Capt.  John  Emery  &  Mr.  Joseph  Oilman,  the  Com'"  appointed  by 
this  Congress  to  audit  the  accounts  of  all  Persona  who  have  ac- 
counts open  with  this  Colony,  Be  also  Impowered  to  examine  into 
the  Purpose,  occasion  &  Direction  which  such  Persons  had  when 
they  receiv'd  the  Publick  monies  —  and  that  they  make  remarks 
of  any  charge  against  the  Colony  in  any  accounts  Laid  before 
them  not  supported  or  authorized  by  vote  of  Congress  or  ot 
Assembly  &  report  the  same. 

Voted,  That  the  additional  pay  roll  of  Benjamin  Butler  amount- 
ing to  Eight  shillings  be  allowed  &  paid  by  William  Parker  Esq. 

Voted,  That  Capt  Joseph  Wait,  Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen  &  Major 
John  Bellows,  be  a  Committee  forthwith  to  repair  to  New  Castle 
and  Examine  &  make  report  to  this  house  What  men  &  Cannon 
will  be  Necessary  to  be  stationed  there,  and  in  what  manner. 

A  motion  being  made  in  behalf  of  Josiah  Walton,  a  soldier  in 
Col.  Reid's  Regiment,  who  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker's^ 
Hill  on  the  IT"'  of  June  last,  That  Doctor  William  Stinson's  ac- 
count for  attendance  &  Dressings,  amounting  to  Eleven  pounds  <fc 
Eight  pence,  and  also  the  account  of  Josiah  Walton,  father  of  said 
soldier  for  Board,  Nursing  &c.  amounting  to  three  pounds  & 
twelve  shillings,  may  be  paid  by  this  Colony  — 

Voted,  That  it  appears  to  this  Congress  that  the  said  account  of 
said  Doctor  Stinson  is  overcharged,  and  that  a  Deduction  ought  to 
be  made  thereon :  Therefore  the  receiver  Gen'  of  this  Colony  is 
Directed  to  pay  the  said  Josiah  Walton,  jun'  the  sum  of  six  pounds 
sixteen  shillings  &  eight  pence  in  full  for  said  Dr.  Stinson's  ac- 
count and  the  full  ot  said  Josiah  Walton's  accqunt  for  Board, 
Nursing  &c.  amounting  to  three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  the  whole 
being  Ten  pounds  Eight  shillings  &  eight  pence  Lawf'  money. 

[p.  295.]  Voted  That  John  Giddinge  &  Joseph  Badger  Esq" 
be  added  to  the  Committee  for  forming  a  Plan  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  Colony. 

Voted; That  Capt.  Ezekiel  Worthen  be  paid  outot  the  Treasury 
Ten  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  second 
day  of  January  next  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  to 
meet  at  the  Town  house  in  Exeter  and  is  adjourned  accordingly. 


Ik 


[p.  295.]  Tuesday,  January  2^  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.     Voted  that  the  consideration 
of  the  matter  concerning  Capt.  Turner  &  his  Company  of  Artil- 
lery (being  now  reported  by  the  Committee  sent  to  New  Castle) 
45 
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be  pat  off  till  to-morrow,  or  untill  the  members  from  Portsmouth 
are  present  in  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Robert  Holms  a  soldier  in  Capt.  George  Jerry  Os- 
bom's  Company  (who  was  by  accident  leftt  out  of  the  Roll)  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  Eighteen  shillings  <fc  six  pence  in  full 
for  his  wages,  which  ought  to  have  been  Enter'd  upon  said  Roll. 

Voted,  That  Capt.  Salter  &  Capt.  Daniel  of  the  Matrosses  <fc 
Capt.  Turner  of  the  Artillery  be  sent  for  to  appear  before  this 
Congress  Tomorrow  to  answer  for  their  past  conduct  in  their  sev- 
eral Departments. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means,  to  Lay  a 
Plan  for  sinking  the  Colony  Debt,  &  to  make  report  to  this  Con- 
gress, and  that  Samuel  Sherburne  Esq',  Benjamin  Giles  Esq''  Maj"^ 
John  Bellows,  Jonathan  Lovewell  Esq*"  &  Capt.  Nathaniel  Sartel 
Prentice  be  the  Committee  for  that  Purpose. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  9  o'clock. 


Wednesday  Jan'  3*,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  ' 

Upon  reading  &  considering  the  Petition  ot  Capt.  William 
Pearne  (1)  praying  for  leav^  to  send  a  vessel  to  Maryland  for  the 
purpose  of  Importing  Corn  into  this  Colony, —  Voted  that  the 
said  William  Pearne  have  liberty  to  send  a  vessell  on  said  voyage, 
Provided  he  give  Bond  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Town 
of  Portsmouth  with  Sureties  in  a  sufficient  Sum,  That  the  master 
of  said  Vessell  shall  Proceed  on  said  voyage  according  to  the 
Declaration  of  said  Petition  and  by  no  means  Break  or  Intrude 
any  Resolve  or  Declaration  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

[p,  296.]  Voted  That  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.  Major  John  Bellows, 
Cap'.  Nath'  Sartel  Prentice,  Mr.  Thomas  Sparhawk,  &  Mr.  Elijah 
Grout  be  a  Committee  to  Examine  &  Try  Capt.  Benjamin  Sumner, 
Samuel  Cole,  Esq^  the  Rev^  Mr.  Ranna  Cossit  (2)  and  Eleazer 
Sanger  Persons  Reported  to  be  Enemies  To  the  Liberties  of  this 
Country  <fc  on  Conviction  thereof  to  inflict  such  Penalties  or  Pun- 
ishment, as  they  shall  see  fit,  not  exceeding  Fine  or  Imprisonment, 
Saving  an  appeal  to  this  house  or  General  Court. 

Adj**  to  3  o'clock  afternoon  and  then  met. 

Voted  that  Ebenezer  Thompson  &  Benjamin  Qiles  Esq'  be  a 
Committee  to  draw  a  letter  to  the  Massachusetts  Gen'  Court  to 

.# 

(1)  The  Petition  of  Capt.  Pearne  has  not  been  found.— Ed. 

(2) Rev.  Ranna  Coasit  was  the  first  minister  of  the  Episcopal  church  In  Claremont;  he 
sailed  fir  England  to  obtain  holy  orders  in  December,  1772;  was  ordained  by  the  bishop  of 
Loudon,  and  returned  next  year  and  took  charge  of  the  church  in  Claremont.  He  was  re- 
called by  the  bishop  to  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  in  1785.  [See  N.  H.  Reg.  Farmer  &  Moora 
1823.    Also  "  Association  Returns,"  Claremont.]  —  Ed. 
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be  signed  by  the  President  Signifying  the  minds  of  the  house  con- 
cerning the  Inhabitants  of  Long  Island  in  Penobscot  Bay  their 
Furnisning  our  Enemies  with  Fuel,  Potatoes  &c.  and  that  said 
Letters  be  sent  by  Mr.  John  TuflEl. 

Voted  That  Major  Welch  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  Two 
pounds,  Nineteen  Shill  &  six  pence  in  full  for  his  supporting 
Troop  in  marching  to  Portsmouth. 

Voted  That  Capt  Caleb  Hodgdon  be  paid  out  ot  the  Treasury 
ttv^enty  seven  pounds  eight  shillings  in  full  for  his  Account  For 
Blanketts  &c. 

Voted  That  Peter  Oilman,  George  Jafirey,  Nathaniel  Rogers  <fc 
Isaac  Rindge  Esq*  Capt.  William  Torry  and  M'  William  Hart  be 
Liberated  from  their  confinement  till  Further  Orders. 

Adjourned  till  Tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock. 


Jan''  4"'  1776  — Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  Doct  Nathan  Cutler's  account  amounting  to  three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  five  pence  be  allowed  &  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury. 

Voted  That  the  account  of  Amos  Gage  &  Philip  Richardson 
Selectmen  of  Pelham  amounting  to  seven  pounds,  seven  shillings 
&  six  pence  for  Blanketts  be  allow"*  &  paid  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Voted  That  Col.  Weare,  Col  Hurd  and  Mr.  Cutts  be  a  commit- 
tee to  Dra't  a  Letter  to  Gen'  Washington,  another  to  Gen'  Sulli- 
van &  another  to  Col  Hobart  concerning  Coll  Stark's  behaviour 
to  Col.  Hobart  &  lay  them  before  this  house. 

Letter  to   General  Washington  Relating  to  Col.  HobarCs  Treat- 
ment by  Col.  Stark. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  UI.,  p.  3.] 

Sir  —  A  complaint  (1)  being  made  to'  the  Congress  'of  this  Colony  by  our 
pay-master  Col.  Sam'  Hobart  Esq.  residing  at  Medford  that  he  has  within  a 
few  Days  past  been  extremely  ill  treated  by  a  party  of  Col°  Stark's  Regiment 
without  any  apparent  just  cause,  By  which  means  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
amo'  of  Two  hundred  &  sixty  pounds  has  been  pilfer' d  from  liim,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Honour  of  the  Colony  was  highly  reflected  upon. 

We  must  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Hobart'a 
letter  in  w*^'^  he  particularly  relates  his  case,  being  the  only  Evidence  we  have 
at  present,  and  to  request  that  an  immediate  Inquiry  be  made  into  the  matter 
by  such  means  as  your  Excellency  may  think  most  proper  —  that  the  persons 
who  may  be  found  culpable,  receive  the  Punishment  their  ill  behaviour  may 
merit  —  that  this  Colony  may  not  sustain  so  great  a  loss  of  money,  &  those 
illiberal  Reflections  be  wiped  out  by  suitable  acknowledgments. 

(l)The  complaint  made  by  Col.  Hobart  has  not  been  found;  the  nature  and  substance  of 
it,  however,  may  be  inferred  from  the  acknowledgment  made  by  Col.  Stark,  which  will  be 
found  in  order,  under  ita  proper  date.— Ed. 
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We  are  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  these  complaints  at  this  critical  time  when 
your  mind  must  be  fully  employ' d  upon  affairs  of  the  greatest  moment,  but 
the  abuse  which  Mr.  Hobart  as  an  officer  of  this  Colony  appears  to  have  suf- 
fer'd  claims  some  notice  and  We  trust  will  plead  our  Excuse. 
In  behalf  of  the  Congress  I  am  with  all  due  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  ob'  hum''  serv' 

M.  T.,  Pres'. 
Colony  of  New  Hampf 
Exeter  4«*  Jan^,  1776. 

To  his  Exceliy  Greneral  Washington. 


Letter  in  Answer  to  the   Complaint  sent  to   Gen.  Washington 

against   Col.  Stark. 

[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev?,  Vol.  in.,  p.  29.1 

Cambridge,  11*^^  January,  1776^ 
Sib  — 

Your  letter  to  his  Excellency  of  the  4**^  Instant  is  received  with  Mr. 
Hobart' s  Letter  to  your  Honorable  Convention  inclosed.  The  complaint 
made  by  this  Grentleman  you  may  be  assured  shall  have  a  fair  &  just  enquiry 
made  into  it.  This  wou'd  have  been  done  imediately  on  receipt  of  your 
Letter,  if  Colonel  Stark  was  in  Camp.  His  Excellency  communicated  the 
matter  of  Complaint  to  General  Sullivan,  who  cou'd  not  give  him  any  posi- 
'  tive  opinion  until  Colonel  Stark  returns :  when  he  does,  all  proper  attentioa 
will  be  paid  by  the  General  to  the  subject  matter  of  your  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  Humble  and  obedient  servant 

Stephen  Moylaji ,  P.  T.  S. 

Hon'''^  Matthew  Thornton. 

[P.  297.]  Voted  That  Cap'  Long,  Cap'  Wait  &  Ichabod  Raw- 
lins Esq""  be  a  Committee  to  Lay  a  plan  for  orders  &  Restrictions 
to  be  Laid  on  Cap'  Eliphalett  Ladd  before  he  sail  to  the  Foreign 
West  Indiaa  according  to  a  Vote  of  the  26'^  December  last  and 
lay  such  plan  before  this  Congress. 

Voted  That  the  late  Treasurer  Jaffrey  Pay  what  Colony  monies 
he  now  has  in  his  hands  to  Nicholas  Gilman  Esq  the  Present 
Treasurer  &  take  his  rec'  therefor. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  &  complaint  of  Stephen  Bartlett  & 
others  agents  for  Newtown  against  Joseph  Bartlett  Esq'  —  Voted 
that  the  Petitioner  Notify  the  said  Joseph  Bartlett  Esq'  to  Ap- 
pear before  this  house  tomorrow  at  three  of  the  clock  afternoon. 

Voted  That  the  Matrosses  &  Artillery  men  in  the  pay  of  this 
Colony  be  paid  the  same  wages  in  this  colony  as  at  Head  quarters. 

Voted  That  Phillips  White  Esq,  Col  David  Gilman  &  Cap' 
Josiah  Moulton  be  a  committee  to  settle  the  Ranks  of  Cap'  Salter 
Cap'  Daniel  and  Cap'  Turner  and  report  thereon  to  this  house. 
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Instructions  to  Capt.  Titus  Salter,  Jan  5,  1776. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  IIL,  p.  9.] 
To  Captain  Trrus  Saxtkr  — 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  Impower'd  to  Enlist  a  Company  to  consiat 
of  ninety  good  able  Bodied  and  effective  men  including  Officers,  to  serve  as 
Matrosses  at  Fort  Washington  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary Cur*  unless  Dismiss' d  sooner  by  order  of  ye  Congress  or  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony,  accepting  none  but  what  are  well  accoutred  with  good 
guns  &c.  And  you  are  hereby  Informed  that  you  may  Assure  said  men  they 
shall  be  paid  the  same  wages  that  men  in  the  like  service  are  paid  in  th^ 
Continental  Army.  You  will  likewise  have  liberty  to  nominate  Two  Persons 
to  serve  as  subalterns  under  you,  who  if  approved  of  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly will  be  commissioned;  —  and  make  return  of  your  Enlistment  as  soon 
as  may  be  that  the  Company  may  be  properly  mustered  A  Commis'  made 
out  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Congre^,  Jany  4'*».1776. 

Voted  That  the  several  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments  of 
Militia  &  of  minute  men  be  &  hereby  are  Directed  to  settle  their 
respective  Regiments  Forthwith,  and  make  return  of  their  respec- 
tive officers  to  this  house  or  to  the  Council  on  or  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  Feb^  next,  if  this  house  or  Council  be  then  sitting 
and  if  not  then  on  the  second  day  of  their  sitting  after  that  time 
—  aud  that  a  copy  of  this  Vote  be  sent  to  each  of  the  said  Col- 
onels, in  order  that  the  minute  men  be  forthwith  Enlisted. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock. 


Friday  Jan^  5*  1776.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  Capt.  Titus  Salter  &  Capt.  Eliphalet  Daniel  be 
appointed  to  go  over  to  the  Isles  of  Shoals  and  Inform  all  the  In- 
habitants there  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that  the  sit- 
uation of  said  Islands  are  such  that  the  Inhabitants  are  expos'd 
to  our  enemies  in  the  Present  unhappy  controversie  and  may  be 
obliged  (by  their  weak  Defenceless  circumstances,  &  Inability  to 
Defend  themselves)  to  assist  our  enemies,  and  that  for  said  rea- 
sons it  is  absolutely  Necessary  that  they  should  Imediately  remove 
with  their  effects  to  the  main  Land  to  such  place  or  places  as  they 
shall  chuse  &  to  tarry  During  the  present  Dispute  —  and  pro- 
vided they  neglect  to  comply  herewith  for  the  Term  of  ten  days 
after  this  Notice  That  they  be  Informed  that  they  must  be  bro't 
off  by  authority. 
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[Report  of  the  abovesaid  Committee.] 

Pursuant  to  the  above  vote  of  Congress  we  repair*  d  to  the  Island  of 
Shoales  the  IS***  tnstant  being  the  First  favorable  opportunity  that  offer'd  and 
after  communicating  to  the  Inhabitants  the  contents  of  the  vote  of  Congress 
we  proceeded  to  number  the  Inhabitants  and  underneath  are  the  different 
numbers  on  each  Island. 


Star  Island 

Men 

31 

Women 

34 

Children 

94  =  159 

Hog  Island 

Men 

13 

Women 

13 

Children 

29=    49 

Smutty  Nose 

Men 

2 

Women 

2 

Children 

15=    19 

Total 

227 

Jany  18»«»  1T76. 

[p.  298.]  Voted  that  the  account  of  losses  and  charges  of  the 
funeral  of  Major  Andrew  McClary  amounting  to  ten  pounds  eight 
shillings  be  allow'd  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury.  (1) 

XOTE  BY  THE   EDITOB. 

The  next  and  last  vote  passed  by  the  Fifth  Provincial  Congress,  Exeter 
January  5*  1776,  was  "  That  this  Congress  take  up  Civil  Oovemment."  The 
proceedings  relative  to  this  important  measure,  constituting  a  new  era  in  our 
political  history,  and  including  the  adoption  of  the  Fiest  Constitution  of 
THE  State  of  New  Hampshire,  will  be  foimd  in  full  in  the  "  Journal  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,"  in  the  succeeding  volume,  YIH.,  of  the 
Documentary  history  of  the  State :  which  volume  the  Editor  has  already  in 
course  of  preparation,  and  hopes  to  complete  in  due  time.  It  will  contain 
all  the  Records  and  Documents  of  New  Hampshire,  pertaining  to  th«  period 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

(1)  See  ante  p.  598.—  Ed. 
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Couree 

Dlst 

N. 

M'. 

11-2 

N30W 

3  3-4 

N30W 

3 

N30W 

3 

N  low 

6  1-4 

N  10  W 

4  1-2 

Sundry  documents  relating  to  Surveys,  boundaries  and  popu- 
lation of  New  Sampshire  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  the 
preceding  pages. 

No.  I. 

[Copied  from  Belk.  Hist  N.  H.  Vol.  m.,  pp.  299,  300.     1812.] 

Description  of  a  survey  made  by  James  Grant,  one  of  Capt.  Holland's 
party,  in  1773  or  1774,  to  explore  the  country  for  a  road,  between  the  upper 
part  of  Connecticut  river,  and  the  river  of  St.  Francis. 

IVom  the  mouth  of  Leach's  river,  which  falls  into  Connec- 
ticut river  on  the  west  side,  near  the  45'''  degree  of  lati- 
tude up  to  the  eastern  side  of  Leach's  river 

Thence  to  cross  said  river  among  the  mountains 

Thence  to  the  height  of  land 

Thence  to  a  pond  under  the  eastern  side  of  a  mountain 

Thence  to  another  pond 

Thence  on  the  same  course 

Thence  to  a  small  river  which  falls  into  Memphrimagog 

river  N  21  W    16 

Thence  across  said  little  river  to  the  lower  crotch  of  Mem- 
phrimagog river  N  21  W    5  1-2 

Thence  crossing  Memphrimagog  river,  a  strait  line  on  the 
N.  W.  side,  to  its  junction  with  the  river  St.  Francis  N  30  E      11-2 

44 

The  country  from  Connecticut  river  to  the  Height  of  land  is  very  hilly, 
with  high  mountains  on  the  east  and  west  of  the  line  run,  in  the  direction  of 
which  a  road  may  be  conveniently  made. 

From  the  Height  of  Laud  to  St.  Francis  river  there  is  a  gradual  descent 
through  a  plain  country;  the  soil  in  general  of  a  good  quality,  and  in  some 
parts  extraordinary  fine;  particularly  for  about  four  miles  beyond  the  Height 
of  Land,  and  for  twenty  miles  on  this  side  of  St.  Francis  river;  which  river, 
with  its  branches,  are  bordered  with  fine  intervales. 

The  principal  growth  between  the  Height  of  Land  and  St.  Francis  River, 
is  beech,  maple,  birch,  hemloclc  and  fir;  very  few  white  pines,  and  no  oak  of 
any  sort;  many  cedar,  spruce  and  hemlock  swamps  intervene;  but  none  so 
morassy  as  to  impede  a  road,  for  which  this  extent  of  country  in  the  direc- 
tion above  described,  is  in  general  as  well  adapted  as  possible. 
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No.   II. 

Report  of  a  Committee  of  Council  relative  to  Conway  and  the 
North  line  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

[Copied  from  MS.  "  Prov.  Boundaries  1677-1767"  in  Sec^^  office.] 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  — 

On  your  Excelleucy'3  laying  before  his  Majesty's  Council  the  Representa- 
tion of  the  Inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Conway  in  thii 
Province,  that  they  are  prevented  from  complying  with  the  conditions  on 
which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  grant  the  said  Township  to  them,  by  the 
Incroachments  &  vexations  of  sundry  settlers  under  pretence  of  a  grant  from 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  that  they  pray  your  Excellency's 
protection  &  assistance; 

We  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  furnish  your  Excellency  with  a  state 
of  the  controversy  in  the  said  Township.  In  Pursuance  whereof  we  beg 
leave  to  Report  that  the  said  Township  of  Conway  was  granted  by  the  late 
Governor  in  the  year  1765,  that  it  is  bounded  on  one  side  upon  the  Northerly 
boundary  line  between  this  Province  &  the  old  Province  of  Main,  now  be- 
longing to  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  that  the  Justice  or  In- 
justice of  the  Complaint  made  to  your  Excellency  depends  solely  on  this, 
Whether  the  said  Line  was  run  where  it  ought  to  be.  In  order  to  tJirow  light 
on  this  Question,  we  further  report  to  your  Excellency  that  a  controversy 
had  long  subsisted  with  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  concerning 
the  boundary  lines  between  the  two  Provinces.  That  in  the  year  1737  his 
late  Majesty  was  pleased  by  a  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal  to  appoint 
five  of  the  Council  from  each  of  the  Colonies  &  Provinces  of  Xew  York, 
New  Jersey  Nova  Scotia  &  Rhode  Island  to  settle  the  controversy.  The 
Commissioners  met  at  Hampton  on  the  first  day  ot  August  1737  <&.  Proceeded 
to  the  Business,  &  after  several  adjournments,  the  Parties  having  been  fully 
heard  &  their  evidence,  Pleas  &  allegations  fully  considered,  the  Commis- 
sioners Enterd  up  their  Judgement,  the  latter  part  of  which  being  all  that 
relates  to  the  present  Dispute,  &  runs  iu  the  following  words,  viz.  "  And  as 
"to  the  Northern  Boundary  between  the  said  Provinces,  the  Court  resolves 
''&  Determines  that  the  Dividini;  line  shall  pass  up  thro'  the  mouth  of  Pis- 
"  cataqua  Harbour  &  up  the  middle  of  the  River  into  the  River  of  Newiche- 
"wanock  (part  of  which  is  now  called  Salmon  Falls)  &  thro"  the  Middle  of 
"the  same  to  the  furthest  Head  thereof  &  from  thence  North  two  Degrees 
"Westerly,  until  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be  finished  from  the  mouth 
"  of  Piscataqua  Harbor  aforesaid,  or  until  it  meets  with  his  Majesty's  other 
"  Governments,  <&  that  the  dividing  line  shall  part  the  Isles  of  Shoals  &  run 
"  thro'  the  middle  of  the  Harbour  between  the  Islands  to  the  sea  on  the 
"  southerly  side  li  that  the  south  westerly  part  of  the  said  Islands  shall  lie  in 
"&  be  accounted  part  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire.  &  that  the  North- 
"east-;rly  part  thereof  shall  lie  iu  &  be  accounted  part  of  the  Province  of  the 
"  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  be  held  &  Enjoyed  by  the  said  Provinces  respectively 
"  in  the  same  manner  as  they  now  do,  &  have  heretofore  held  &  Enjoyed  the 
"same;  &  the  Court  do  further  judge  that  the  Cost  and  Charge  arising 
"  by  taking  out  the  Commission,  as  also  for  the  Commissioners  and  their 
"officers,  viz:  the  two  Clerks,  surveyor  &  Waiters  tor  their  travelling  Ex- 
"  pences  &  attentlance  in  the  Execution  of  the  same,  be  equally  born  by  the 
"  said  Provinces. 

Both  parties  appealed  from  the  Judgement  of  the  Commissioners  to  .his 
Majesty  in  his  Privy  Council,  and  the  Province  of  the  M;issachusetts  Bay  in 
their  Bill  of  Exceptions,  object  to  the  line  in  question  for  this  reason.  That 
it  should  ru  nNorth  westward  &  not  North  two  Degrees  Westerly;  but  that 
they  otfer  not  auy  exceptions  to  that  part  of  the  River  which  the  Commis- 
sioners had  considered  as  the  furthermost  Head  thereof. 
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This  part  of  the  Determiuation  concerning  the  line  in  question,  after  a 
hearins  of  the  parties  on  tlie  appeal  was  affirmed,  &  a  final  Judgement  giTen 
between  the  two  Provinces,  by  the  King  in  Council  in  the  year  1741,  &  Gov- 
ernor Belchor  then  Governor  of  both  Provinces,  received  a  Copy  of  the  Com- 
missioners Plan  of  the  King's  Instruction,  to  cause  the  lines  to  be  run  ac- 
cording to  the  said  final  Judgement  on  pain  of  his  Majesty's  highest  dis- 
pleasure, and  a  Removal  from  his  Government.  Whereupon  Governor 
Belcher  came  into  the  Province  <fe  ordered  the  Lines  to  be  run  according  to 
the  said  Instructions.  The  Northerly  line  now  brousiht  into  question  was 
seen  by  Waiter  Bryent  Esq^.  an  experienced  Surveyor  of  Lands  in  the 
Woods,  who  was  appointed  tliereto  &■  sworn  by  Governour  Belcher  to  the 
due  and  faithful  Discharge  of  the  trust;  and  proper  chainraen  were  also  duly 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust  in  the  marking  said  Line. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Bryent  went  up  with  thorn  to  Newichewanocl<  River  & 
ascended  tliat  Branch  of  it  described  in  the  Commissioners  Plan  until  he 
came  to  tlie  large  Ponds  at  the  furthermost  Head  thereof,  from  thence  he 
began  to  marlc  the  Line  in  Question  &  proceeded  therein  as  far  as  at  that 
time  he  durst  on  account  of  the  Indians.  This  survey  Goveruonr  Belcher 
return'd  to  the  proper  office  at  home,  where  it  now  lays  upon  Record. 

These  are  all  the  principal  Facts  relative  to  the  running  this  line;  but  the 
settlers  under  the  Massachusetts  Bay  now  say  that  Bryent  did  not  take  the 
main  Branch  of  the  River;  We  have  just  grounds  to  assert  the  very  contrary 
that  he  did  take  the  main  Branch  of  the  River;  &  we  should  now  otfer  to 
your  Excellency  our  Reasons  for  this  assertion  but  that  we  think  it  wholly 
foreign  to  the  matter  under  consideration,  which  is  briefly  this:  not  whether 
Bryent  ascended  the  Main  Branch  but  whether  he  ascended  the  Branch 
mark'd  as  the  main  River  in  the  Commissioners  Plan  sent  to  Governor 
Belcher  as  part  of  his  Instructions,  &  that  he  did  so,  will  appear  on  com- 
paring his  Return  and  survey  with  the  said  Plan,  &  is  a  fact  that  is  Indis- 
puted  by  either  Party. 

Tlius  after  a  formal  »%;  final  Decision  of  this  Boundary  of  the  Provinces,  by 
a  Judgement  of  the  Commissioners,  affirmed  by  the  King  in  Council  and  an 
acquiescence  therein  on  both  sides  for  twenty-six  years,  the  Dispute  is  now 
Revived,  the  King's  jurisdiction  in  this  Province  is  Incroached  upon  &  the 
Line  that  was  fixed  by  such  high  authority  is  set  aside  by  one  party,  who  in 
contempt  of  the  King's  final  Judgeraeut  have  boldly  made  grants  on  this  side 
of  the  Line  on  no  better  Pretence  than  that  the  Commissioners  mistook  the 
main  Branch  of  the  River,  when  if  there  was  any  Reason  to  suppose  such  a 
mistake  it  ouuht  &  it  undoubtedly  would  liave  been  oflered  in  Argument 
either  before  the  Commissioners,  or  on  Appeal  before  the  King  in  Council; 
but  surely  it  is  now  too  late  to  offer  it,  even  if  it  was  Fact  —  which  in  truth 
it  is  not. 

And  we  must  further  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  if  either  of  the  partys 
have  reason  to  object  to  Bryeut's  line  it  must  be  this  Province,  for  there  is 
Reason  to  think  that  by  accident,  not  having  upon  the  spot  the  Plan  sent  to 
Governor  Belcher  he  begun  the  Line  one  mile  to  the  Westward  of  the  place 
which  the  Commissioners  had  called  the  Head  of  the  River,  whereby  this 
Province  lost  the  Breadth  of  one  mile  upon  the  whole  lensith  of  their  line; 
yet  this  mistake  tho'  soon  discovered,  the  Province  have  acquiesced  under,  to 
avoid  litigating  a  matter  anew  that  had  been  the  subject  of  so  much  un- 
easiness. 

We  would  further  remark  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Judgment  of  the 
Commissioners  directs  that  all  the  charges  of  taking  out  the  Commission  &c. 
shall  be  equally  born  by  both  Provinces.  This  part  of  the  Judgement  waa 
also  affirmed  Ijy  the  King  in  Council,  but  the  Province  of  the  Mass"  Bay 
refusing  to  do  their  Duty  therein,  thin  Province,  badly  able  as  they  were  at 
that  time  to  bear  so  great  a  charge,  yet  chearfully  paid  the  ichole  in  hope's 
that  with  time  &  due  reflections  their  Neighbours  would  come  to  a  better 
mind  &  reimburse  it;  but  this  has  not  as  yet  happened  &  the  Province 
remains  as  yet  unpaid. 
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Upon  the  whole  matter  it  appears  to  us  that  the  Line  in  Question  wa» 
justly  run  &  not  Exparte,  by  New  Hampshire,  but  that,Bryent  was  order* d  Jk 
appointed  thereto  by  the  authority  of  Governour  Belcher,  in  the  capacity  of 
Governour  of  both  Provinces,  &  in  obedience  to  the  Instructions  he  had 
received  for  that  purpose  and  without  the  advice  or  concurrence  of  either  the 
Council  or  Assembly  of  this  Province,  &  it  appears  to  us  that  Bryent  ascended 
the  River  laid  out  as  the  main  River  on  the  Commissioners  Plan  <fc  that  his- 
Survey  was  return' d  by  Governour  Belcher  to  the  proper  oflSce  at  hom» 
where  it  now  lays  upon  Record. 

Prov*  of  New  Hampf  August  12<»»  1767. 


Theodobe  Atkinson 
Petek  Livius 
D.  Peikce 
Geo:  Jafpbet, 


Committee. 


No.  III. 


Eeport  of  a   Committee  of  both  Houses  of  the  Massachusett» 
Assembly,  respecting  the  Mw  Hampshire  line,  December,  1766. 

[Copied  from  Belk.  Hist.  N.  H.,  Vol.  HI.,  App.,  p.  291.    1812.] 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  aflFair  of  the  line  between  the* 
province  of  Maine,  now  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  of  New 
Hampshire,  beg  leave  to  represent  the  facts  as  they  appeared  to  them. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  second^ 
to  settle  the  line  between  the  two  Governments  aforesaid,  A.  D.  1737,  re- 
ported the  same  to  begin  in  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua  Harbour, 
and  up  the  river  Newichawanock,  a  part  of  which  is  called  Salmon  fall,  and 
through  the  middle  of  the  same  to  the  farthest  head  thereof;  and  from 
Uience  north  two  degrees  west,  until  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be 
finished  from  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua  harbour,  or  until  it  meets  with  his 
Majesty's  other  governments.  Governor  Belcher,  who  was  then  at  the  head 
of  both  Provinces,  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1740-1,  moved  the  assembly  of 
the  Massachusetts  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  join  with  those  of  New  Hamp- 
shire in  order  to  run  out  and  mark  the  aforesaid  line,  agreeable  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Commissioners  aforesaid.  But  the  Assembly,  after  several 
motions  made  to  them,  referred  the  consideration  of  this  afiFair  to  the  then 
next  May  session.  Governor  Belcher  soon  after  met  the  Assembly  of  New 
Hampshire,  who  upon  a  motion  made  to  them  of  running  the  line  aforesaid, 
complied,  and  in  the  month  of  March  1741,  proceeded  on  the  affair  exparte 
beginning  at  the  head  of  the  easternmost  and  smallest  branch  of  the  afore- 
said river,  and  run  twenty  five  or  thirty  miles  into  the  country.  This  was 
performed  by  Walter  Bryant,  by  order  from  Governor  Belcher ;  and  however 
imperfect  this  survey  was,  that  Government  have  returned  it,  together  with 
a  plan  thereof;  but  the  royal  approbation  in  Council  is  had  in  the  words  of 
the  Commissioner's  report,  above-mentioned,  without  having  any  regard  to 
the  survey  aforesaid,  and  it  has  been  found,  by  the  most  careful  examination, 
that  the  river  is  much  larger  than  tlie  branch  from  whence  the  said  Bryant 
then  took  his  departure;  and  this  appears  by  his  own  evidence,  together 
with  Capt.  Gowing's  and  Warren's,  And  your  Committee  beg  leave  further 
to  observe,  that,  by  the  plan  taken  by  Bryant,  and  by  the  government  of 
New  Hampshire  lodged  with  the  Board  of  trade,  a  copy  of  which  we  have 
received  trom  that  Province,  it  appears  that  the  easternmost  branch  of  the 
River  atbresaid,  which  the  surveyor  then  took,  runs  about  north  and  by  east; 
and  by  the  plan  sent  homo  by  the  commissioners,  taken  by  Mr,  Jafirey,  and 
which  accompanied  their  report  of  the  settlement  of  the  line,  in  1737,  it 
appears  that  the  river,  there  laid  down,  runs  north  northwest  (a  copy  of 
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which  is  here  authenticated)  which  exactly  agrees  with  the  middle  or  main 
branch,  and  la  what  tills  Province  claims  to;  so  that  by  comparing  the  two 
plans,  it  appears  Mr.  Bryant  was  mistaicen  in  taking  a  pond  at  the  head  of 
the  East  branch,  which  he  called  Lo veil's  Pond,  when  he  should,  agreeable 
to  the  Commissioners  report  have  taken  the  middle  or  main  branch  of  the 
river,  where  was  a  pond  then  called,  and  many  years  before  and  since 
known  by  the  name  of  Lovell's  poud,  and  to  this  pond  Mr.  Bryant  himself 
carried  our  Committee  in  1766,  and  declared  that  was  always  called  Lovell's 
pond,  which  lies  at  the  head  of  the  river,  and  as  those  two  branches  are  at 
six  or  seven  miles  distance,  at  right  angles  at  the  head,  a  large  tract  of  land 
near  six  miles  wide  and  sixty  or  seventy  miles  in  length,  was  taken  into  New 
Hampshire  government,  that  ought  to  have  remained  tp  the  Massachusetts. 
Upon  the  whole  it  evidently  appears  to  your  committee  that  there  was  a 
mistake  made  in  the  commencement  of  the  line  in  part  pretended  to  be  run 
by  Mr.  Bryant  in  the  year  1740-1,  and  that  the  same  was  not  then  run  out  is 
as  evident.  And  from  the  year  1763,  all  possible  care  has  been  by  this  gov- 
ernment taken  to  rectify  this  mistake.  Committees  have  once  and  again 
been  appointed  by  this  Court  to  join  with  New  Hampshire  in  order  thereto, 
but  without  success.  However,  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  Court's  pursuing 
the  controversy  under  its  present  circumstances,  your  Committee  having 
reported  the  facts  submit  to  your  honor's  consideration. 

Bbitja.  Lincoln,  per  order. 


No.  IV. 

Letter  from    Walter  Bryant  to   Rev.  Dr.  Belknap,  relating  to 

the  same  subject. 

[Copied  from  Belk.  Hist.  N.  H.,  Vol.  HI.,  p.  2&4.] 

New  Market,  Oct.  9,  1790. 
Deab  Sib  — 

Yours  of  the  27'^^  ult.  received,  and  in  answer  to  your  request,  I  can  in- 
form you,  that  about  1766,  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  appointed  a 
Committee  (Col.  Lincoln,  Col.  Bagley  and  Esq.  Livermore)  to  inquire  and 
examine  into  a  mistake,  which  some  in  that  Government  supposed  I  had 
made,  in  running  the  Province  Line  from  the  head  of  Salmon  Falls  river 
which  Committee  applied  to  the  then  Governor,  Beiining  Wentworth,  of 
New  Hampshire,  to  join  in  such  examination,  who  accordingly  requested  me 
to  attend  the  Committee,  and  also  appointed  Col.  John  Wentworth,  of  Som- 
ersworth,  a  justice  of  the  Quorum,  to  take  my  deposition  on  the  spot,  if 
necessary,  to  give  the  committee  full  satisfaction.  Accordingly  the  said  Com- 
mittee, with  Col.  Wentworth,  myself,  and  about  five  or  six  assistants,  went 
up  Salmon  Falls  river  to  where  the  branches  met,  and  viewed  it  well,  and 
from  thence  we  went  up  the  westerly  branch  to  the  head  thereof;  and  from 
thence  crossed  over  to  the  head  of  the  eastermost  branch,  and  found  to  the^ 
Committee's  satisfaction,  that  the  easterly  branch  was  much  the  largest  of 
the  two ;  vented  much  more  water,  and  proceeded  from  a  larger  pond  than 
the  westerly  branch.  At  the  pond  at  the  head  of  the  easterly  branch  called 
in  the  Commissioners'  plan  Lovewell's  pond,  I  showed  them  the  tree  from 
which  I  formerly  run  the  Province  line  well  spotted,  with  the  letters  on  it, 
according  to  my  return  of  the  Province  line,  and  the  line  well  spotted  from 
it  Some  of  the  Committee  thereupon  suggested,  that  possibly  that  mi^t 
be  the  line  I  run  some  years  afterwards,  in  laying  out  t^e  patent  for  the 
Masonian  proprietors. 

I  replied  I  was  ready  to  make  oath  that  that  was  the  identical  line  I  run  for 
the  Province  line,  and  of  the  certainty  of  which  they  might  then  be  easily 
convinced  by  examining  the  spots;  for  it  having  then  been  twenty-six  years 
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since  I  run  the  Province  line,  and  but  seven  years  since  I  had  run  the  Mar. 
sunian  patent,  if  they  could  cut  into  a  spot  on  a  growing  tree,  they  might 
then  examine  whether  there  was  seven  years  growth  or  twenty-six  years 
growth  over  the  spot  Accordingly  we  marched  on  the  line  till  we  found  a 
large  bass  tree  spotted,  and  one  of  the  company  cut  square  into  the  tree 
against  the  spot  to  the  dead  wood,  and  Col.  Bagley  began  at  the  last  years' 
growth  and  counted  aloud  twenty  four  years  growth  in  the  grain  of  the  wood 
above  or  outside  the  dead  wood  of  the  spot.  Col.  Bagley  then  turning  to 
me  said  "Bryant,  I'll  swear  for  you,  that  this  tree  was  spotted  more  than 
twenty  years  ago."  Col.  Wentworth  then  asked  the  Committee  if  they  de- 
sired my  deposition  to  be  taken,  they  answered,  Xo,  we  are  all  well  satisfied 
without  it;  —  and  therefore  we  returned.  I  can  add  no  more  respecting  that 
line,  only,  being  once  at  York,  duiing  the  sitting  of  the  Superiour  Court, 
some  of  the  Judges  being  informed  that  I  was  tiie  Surveyor  that  run  the 
Province  line,  sent  for  me  to  come  to  their  lodgings.  I  attended,  and  after 
some  conversation,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  then  Attorney  General,  being  present, 
asked  me  what  variation  was  allowed  in  running  that  line;  1  told  him  ten 
degrees ;  he  replied,  you  allowed  too  much ;  and  observed  to  Governor  Hutch- 
inson, then  Chief  Justice,  that  the  line  ought  be  to  run  anew;  Gov.  Hutchin- 
son replied,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  cost,  and  that  it  was  not  likely 
New  Hampshire  would  consent  and  join.  I  told  him  New  Hampshire  would 
readily  enough  join  to  run  anew  with  less  variation,  if  requested.  They  all 
seemed  surprised,  and  desired  to  know  what  reason  I  had  to  think  New 
Hampshire  would  consent,  inasmuch  as  it  would  take  otf  alarge  tract  of  Pig- 
wacket  Intervales.  I  told  him  New  Hampshire  would  gain  much  more,  at 
Dunstable,  and  the  other  towns  on  the  west  line,  for  the  same  variation  waa 
allowed  on  both  lines.  On  which  there  was  a  great  laugh  in  the  Company, 
and  nothing  further  said  about  the  matter. 

'    I  am.  Sir,  with  due  respect. 

Your  most  humble  servant 

Walter  Bryant. 
Eev.  Mr.  Belknap. 
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ATTACK    ON    QUEBEC. 


NOTE  BY  THE   EDITOR. 


The  foUowing  very  interesting  letters  relating  to  the  attack  on  Quebec, 
and  the  repulse  of  the  American  army,  were  found  on  file  among  the  State 
Papers  in  the  Secretary's  office  N.  H.  The  attack  was  made  on  the  31*'  of 
December,  1775 ;  and  although  some  of  the  letters  were  written  in  January 
following,  yet  the  editor  deems  it  proper  to  give  them  a  place  in  this  volume. 


Letter  from  Col.  Donald  Campbell. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  II.,  p.  321.] 

Saturday  the  Zl^  Dec.  1775  at  Holland  House. 
Deab  Snt  — 

It  is  with  the  greatest  Distress  of  Mind  that  I  have  the  Task  of  communi- 
cating to  you  the  Event  of  an  unfortunate  attempt  that  was  made  to  storm 
the  Town  of  Quebec  between  the  Hours  of  Two  and  Seven  this  morning  by 
four  different  attacks,  Unfortunate  indeed  when  with  Bitterness  of  Soul  I 
Inform  you  that  the  gallant  and  Amiable  General  Montgomery  was  killed 
the  first  Fire  as  also  his  Valiant  Aid  de  Camp  Capt.  Jolin  McPherson  and 
(^'apt  Cheesman  of  the  first  New  Yorkers  with  two  or  three  men;  All  this 
happened  in  the  attack  on  the  Lower  Town  at  Annie  de  Merse  wliere  were 
the  three  Battalions  of  Yorkers  commanded  by  the  General  wliom  I  attended 
and  found  myself  under  the  disagreeable  Necessity  of  drawing  off  the  Troops 
(too  ready  to  Depart)  at  about  seven  o'clock,  after  havihg  passed  the  first 
Barriers  and  just  opening  to  attempt  the  second. 

In  the  other  principal  attack  made  hy  Col.  Arnold  with  the  Detachment 
under  his  Command,  Capt.  Lamb's  company  of  Artillery  and  two  Field 
pieces  on  Sleys  was  at  the  Sole  de  Mottelse  where  lie  succeeded  so  far  as  to 
force  one  Gate  or  Barrier  and  Battery  with  the  mjsfortune  of  having  his  Leg 
splintered,  yet  I  hope  not  very  dangerous,  tho'  from  his  gallant  conduct  he 
sustained  a  considerable  Loss  of  Blood  and  is  now  in  the  General  Hospital 
as  also  Brigadier  Major  Ogden  who  was  shot  a  Flesh  wound  through  the 
upper  part  of  his  shoulder  after  a  spirited  &  officer  like  conduct  which  was 
distinguishable  in  the  whole  of  the  officers  particularly  L^  Col.  Green,  Major 
Bigelow  &  Major  Meigs  as  also  Capt  E  Oswold  Secretary  to  Col  Arnold  and 
a  Vohinteer  in  the  campaign.  Yet  after  carrying  that  Barrier  and  a  second 
one  they  now  remain  in  possession  of  the  Houses  from  Limeburners  Wharf 
in  the  Lower  Town  to  the  second  Barrier  where  they  now  maintain  them- 
selves with  between  three  &  four  Hundred  men  &  extremely  difficult  to  sup- 
port them  till  dark  when  I  shall  hope  to  draw  them  off  for  which  purpose  I 
send  Col  James  Livingston  with  some  of  his  Regiment  and  Major  Dubois  of 
the  Z^  Yorkers  with  upwards  of  two  Hundred  Men  down  to  the  General  Hos- 
pital to  endeavour  to  throw  themselves  in  between  this  and  Night  or  get 
Lieut.  Col.  Green  &  his  party  out.  The  other  attack  was  with  Col.  Living- 
ston and  his  Canadians  to  endeavour  burning  S'  John's  Gate  with  prepared 
Faggots  of  Combustible  Mattel  which  was  not  affected  owing  to  an  early 
alarm  in  Town;  and  the  last  was  by  Another  Storm  attack  from  Major 
Brown's  Detachment  on  Cape  Dimond,  Commanded  by  Capt.  Brown.    Thus 
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you  have  the  four  attacks  that  were  concerted  between  the  dear  deceased 
General  Mont!?omery  and  Col.  Arnold  which  was  in  many  respects  hurried 
from  the  Circumstance  of  the  Inlistment  of  the  Troops  under  Col  Arnold 
whose  Time  expires  this  day.  Our  whole  Loss  as  far  as  I  can  collect  without 
Returns  does  not  exceed  15  or  20  Men  killed  &  wounded  &  yet  I  think  a  Re- 
inforcement of  two  hundred  men  immediately  from  Montreal  would  be  very 
proper  at  the  same  time  I  leave  you  to  jud>?e  of  the  propriety  of  disarming 
the  Forces  of  Montreal,  and  at  the  same  Time  to  assare  you  it  is  no  pleasure 
to  me  to  enjoy  the  command  which  falls  upon  me  from  the  Death  of  the 
General,  and  Col  Arnold  keeping  his  Bed.  Therefore  I  request  you  will  set 
out  for  this  place  as  instantly  as  you  can  as  your  presence  is  essential  on 
many  accounts.  I  shall  order  every  care  of  the  Troops  and  Disposition  that 
may  occur  to  me  necessary.  I  must  remind  you  of  cash  as  there  is  not  above 
three  or  four  hundred  pounds  here  from  my  Recollection  of  what  the  General 
said  a  few  days  ago.  but  I  have  not  yet  examined  any  Thing,  and  it  is  unfor- 
.tunate  in  a  particular  manuer  vhat  both  are  gone  who  had  the  charge  of  it 
The  great  Consumption  of  Powder  from  the  Garrison  is  an  object  which  the 
General  had  much  at  Heart  and  may  be  worthy  of  Remark  to  the  Congress 
as  well  as  full  force  for  this  country  as  you  must  be  convinced  the  Canadians 
will  never  be  so  firmly  on  our  side  as  when  they  are  Convinced  we  hold  the 
scales.  1  hope  this  last  atfair  will  not  strike  them  in  the  light  it  does  rae.  I 
shall  not  make  any  alterations  in  Commissions  or  Officers  till  I  have  the 
Pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  Though  application  has  been  made.  The  re- 
maining aid-de  camp  Mr.  Aaron  Burr  I  would  gladly  recommend  to  you  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased  General  as  well  as  his  own  personal  Bravery  & 
good  conduct 

I  thought  to  have  sent  Mr.  Melcher  Express  with  this,  but  the  Bearer  Mr. 
Edward  Antill  appointed  by  the  General  as  Engineer  whom  I  recommend  to 
your  Favour  and  attention  being  well  acquainted  on  the  Road  I  prefer  him 
for  the  sake  of  Dispatch,  as  I  consider  every  Moment  Important  and  to 
whom  I  refer  you  to  correct  this  hurried  scrole  and  give  you  particulars  that 
he  was  eye  witness  to.  My  Love  to  all  Friends  and  Acquaintances  that  in- 
<}uire  for  me  and  believe  me  to  be  with  Love  &  Esteem 

Your  most  Obed'  Hum  Serv' 

Donald  Campbell. 
(General  Woosier) 


Letter  from  Col.  B.  Arnold  to   General    Wooster. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev°,  Vol.  II.,  p.  323.] 

General  Hospit  il,  Dec""  31«  1T75. 
Deab  Sm  — 

I  make  no  doubt  but  General  Montgomery  acquainted  you  with  his  Inten- 
tions of  storming  Quebec  as  soon  as  a  good  opportunity  offered.  As  we  had 
several  men  deserted  from  us  a  few  days  past,  the  General  was  induced  to 
alter  his  plan  which  was  to  have  attacked  the  upper  and  lower  Town  at  the 
same  time.  He  thought  it  most  prudent  to  make  two  different  attacks  upon 
the  lower  Town,  one  at  Cape  Diamond,  the  other  thro'  St  Rocks.  For  the 
last  attack  I  was  ordered  with  my  own  Detachment  and  Capt.  Lamb's  Com- 
pany of  Artillery  —  at  five  o'clock  the  Hour  appointed  for  the  attack,  a  false 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  upon  the  upper  Town.  We  accordingly  began 
our  march.  I  passed  thro'  St.  Rocks  and  approached  near  a  two  Gun  Battery 
picketted  in  without  being  discovered,  which  we  attacked,  it  was  bravely  de- 
fended for  about  an  hour,  but  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  men  we  carried  it 
In  the  attack  I  was  shott  through  the  leg  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  the 
Hospital,  where  I  soon  had  the  disagreeable  news  that  the  General  was  ue- 
feated  at  Cape  Diamond,  Himself,  Capt  McPherson,  his  aid  De  Camp,  db 


720  PEOVXNCE  OF   NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Capt.  Cheesman  killed  on  the  spot  with  a  number  of  others  not  known. 
After  gaining  the  Battery  my  Detachment  pushed  on  to  a  second  Barrier, 
which  they  took  possession  of,  at  the  same  time  the  Enemy  sallied  out  from 
Palace  Gate  and  attacked  them  in  the  rear.  A  Field-piece  which  the  Rough- 
ness of  the  road  would  not  permit  our  carrying  on,  fell  into  the  Enemy'* 
hands,  with  a  number  of  prisoners;  the  last  account  from  my  Detachment, 
about  ten  minutes  since,  they  were  pushing  for  the  Lower  Town.  Their 
communication  with  me  was  cut  off.  I  am  exceedingly  apprehensive  what 
the  event  will  be.  They  will  either  carry  the  lower  Town,  be  made  prisoners- 
or  cut  to  pieces.  I  thought  proper  to  send  an  Express  to  let  you  know  the 
critical  situation  we  are  in  and  make  no  doubt  you  will  give  us  all  the  assis- 
tance in  vour  power.  As  I  am  not  able  to  act,  I  shall  give  up  the  command 
to  Col"  Campbell.  I  beg  you  will  immediately  send  an  Express  to  the  Hon"* 
Continental  Congress  and  his  Excellency  General  Washington.  The  loss  of 
Detachnaent  before  I  left  it  was  about  Twenty  men,  kill'd  &  wounded. 
Among  the  latter  is  Major  Ogden,  who  with  Capt.  Oswald,  Capt.  Burr,  and 
the  other  Volunteers  behaved  extraordinarily  well.  I  have  only  time  to  addT 
that  1  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 

Your  most  obed* 

and  very  hurab'  Serv' 

B.  Arnold. 

P.  S.    It  is  impossible  to  say  what  our  future  operations  will  be  untill  we 
know  the  fate  of  my  Detachment. 

General  Wooster,  Montreal. 


Letter  from  Gen.    Wooster  to   Gen.  Hchuyler. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  III.,  p.  13. J 

Montreal,  Jani"  S'*",  1776. 

SlB  —  The  Inclosed  Letters  from  Col"  Arnold,  &  Col"  Campbell  will  inform 
you  of  the  unhappy  Fate  of  our  Brave  and  most  amiable  Friend  General 
Montgomery,  who  with  his  Aid  de  Camp  Mac  Pherson,  Capt.  Cheesman  & 
several  other  brave  Officers  &  men  Gloriously  fell  in  an  unfortunate  attack 
upon  Quebec,  unfortunate  in  deed :  —  for  in  addition  to  the  loss  we  sustain 
in  the  death  ol'  the  General,  one  of  the  bravest  men  of  the  age,  the  Flower 
of  our  army  at  Quebec  were  either  cut  off  or  taken  prisoners.  I  little  expect 
that  with  the  Troops  that  remain  to  be  able  to  continue  the  siege ;  in  short 
our  situation  in  this  country  is  at  present  &  will  be  'till  we  can  have  relief 
from  the  Colonies,  very  critical  &  dangerous,  we  really  have  but  very  few 
men  in  the  country  &  many  of  those  few,  not  to  be  depended  on,  as  we  have 
too  dearly  proved.  Mr.  Antill,  a  Gentleman  from  Quebec  who  General 
Montgomery  appointed  an  Engineer,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you ;  he 
was  with  the  General  when  he  fell,  and  can  give  you  particulars ;  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  this  country,  for  which  Reason  1  have  desired  him  to  pro- 
ceed on  to  you,  and  so  to  the  Congress,  knowing  that  he  will  be  much  better 
able  to  inform  you  &  them,  than  1  can,  concerning  the  State  of  this  Country 
and  what  will  be  necessary  to  be  done;  unless  we  have  a  number  of  men 
thrown  into  this  country  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly  get  over  the  Lakes  on 
the  Ice,  which  I  apprehend  might  be  done  with  Sleys,  and  at  the  same  time 
forward  some  Powder,  as  we  have  but  Four  Tons  in  the  Coimtry  at  the  sev- 
eral posts:  We  have  lost  our  Artilleiy  Company.  It  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  supply  us  with  another  very  soon  or  we  may  possibly  not  only  loose 
the  footing  we  have  got  here,  but  perhaps,  be  all  sacrificed  in  the  Country. 
There  is  but  little  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the  Canadians;  they  are  but  a 
small  remove  from  Savages,  &  are  fond  of  being  of  the  strongest  party.  Give 
me  leave  also  to  remind  you  of  what  I  dare  say  General  Montgomery  has 
done,  that  we  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  Cash ;  hard  money  we  shall  soon 
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be  in  the  greatest  distress  for  want  of;  &  doubtless  the  more,  say,  since  the 
check  to  our  arms.  Mr.  Price  has  hitherto  supplied  us;  indeed  I  know  not 
how  we  could  have  subsisted  iis  an  army  without  him:  he  has  already  ad- 
vanced for  us  about  Twenty  Thousand  pounds  &,  has  assisted  us  in  every 
way  possible.  Gen'  Montgomery  in  his  last  Letter  to  me  begg'd  that  Price 
might  he  mentioned  in  the  Strongest  Terms  to  the  Congrtss. 

The  necessity  of  Immediate  Rulief  I  am  sure  will  strike  your  mind  very 
forcibly,  when  1  tell  you  that  our  Enemies  in  the  Country  are  numerous;  the 
Clergymen  almost  universally  refuse  absolution  to  those  who  are  our  Friends, 
&  preach  to  the  people  That  it  is  not  now  too  late  to  take  arms  agai  nstus; 
that  the  Bostonians  are  but  a  handlul  of  men,  which  you  know  is  too  true. 
Suppose,  Sir,  that  General  Washington  should  detach  a  thousand  men  from 
his  army,  if  there  is  no  other  Troops  already  raised,  that  can  be  better  spared; 
something  must  be  done  &,  that  speedily  or  I  greatly  fear  we  are  ruined.  We 
have  but  tive  or  six  thousand  men  for  the  Garrisons  of  this  Place,  Chamlee 
&  St.  John's.  Many  of  the  Troops  insist  upon  going  home,  the  times  of 
Inlistmeat  being  out.  Some  indeed  have  run  away  without  a  pass  or  Dis- 
mission expressly  against  orders.  I  have  just  been  inlbrm'd  that  a  CapL 
Pratt  of  the  second  Battalion  of  Yorkers  luis  led  otf  his  Company  from  St, 
Johns.  I  have  given  orders  to  sutler'  no  man  to  go  out  ol  the  country^ 
whether  they  will  Inlist  or  not, —  the  necessity  of  the  case  I  believe  will  jus- 
tify my  conduct.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  atibrd  any  men  to  reinforce  Colo 
Arnold;  this  place  must  be  secured  for  a  Retreat  if  necessary.  1  called  & 
Council  of  my  officers  in  this  plac*  who  were  to  a  man  agreed  tliat  I  ought 
to  remain  here.  I  have  theretore  sent  Col"  Clinton  with  Mr.  Price,  who  I 
think  may  be  of  great  service  to  him ;  God  only  knows  what  the  event  will  be. 
This  attair  puts  a  very  different  face  upon  our  Interests  in  this  Country; 
however  we  must  make  the  best  of  it.  I  have  order'd  Gen.  Montgomery's 
Papers  to  be  sent  to  me;  when  I  receive  thein,  I  shall  conform  myself  to  his 
Instructions.  I  expected  you  was  at  Congress  <fe  had  prepared  to  send  this 
melancholy  news  to  General  Washington  as  well  as  to  you;  but  the  post  ar- 
riving last  night,  I  find  that  you  was  at  Albany,  therefore  shall  leave  it  to 
you.  I  most  heartily  condole  with  you,  with  all  General  Montgomery's 
Friends  &  with  the  Country,  for  so  great  a  public  loss.  I  have  the  Uojiour 
to  be  your  most  obed'  &  very  Humble  serv' 

David  Woosteb. 
Gen'  Schuyler, 
i^'opy) 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gen.   Wooster  to  Colo.  Warner. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev,"  Vol.  III.,  p.  17.] 

Montreal,  January  6»*>,  1776. 
Sir  — 

With  the  greatest  Distress  of  mind,  I  now  sit  down  to  write  to  you  of  an 
imfortunate  attack  made  on  Quebec  between  the  hours  of  4  «fe  6  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31"'  of  Dec^  unfortunate  indeed  for  us,  in  it  fell  our  brave  Gen' 
Montgomery,  his  Aid-de-Camp  M-^Pherson,  Capt*  Cheesman  &  Hendrick  of 
the  Rifle  men  &  2  or  3  of  the  subaltern  &  between  60  &  100  Privates,  the 
number  uncertain  &  about  300  officers  &  soldiers  taken  prisoners,  among 
which  are  Lt.  Coll°  Green,  Major  Bigelow,  Major  Meggs  and  a  number  of 
Cap«  and  inferior  officers.  Col*^  Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  Legg  in  the 
beginning  of  the  Action,  as  was  Major  Ogden  in  the  shoulder,  and  brought  to 
the  General  Hospital.  I  have  not  time  to  give  you  the  particulars,  but  Ihu* 
much  will  suffice  to  shew  that  in  consequence  of  this  Defeat  our  Prospects  in 
this  Country  are  rendered  very  dubious,  and  unless  we  can  be  quickly  rein- 
forced perhaps  it  will  be  fatal  not  only  to  us  who  are  station' d  here,  but  to 
the  Colonies  in  General,  especially  to  y«  Frontiers,  greatly  very  greatly 
46 
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depends  upon  our  keeping  Possession  of  this  Country.  You  know  as  well 
as  any  other  man,  the  temper  and  Disposition  of  the  Canadians,  that  they 
are  not  persevering  in  adversity,  that  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  but 
like  the  savages  are  very  fond  of  choosing  the  strongest  party;  and  add  to 
this,  our  Enemies  in  the  Country  of  which  there  are  many,  who  use  every 
method  to  excite  the  Canadians  against  us ;  among  other  things  they  tell 
them  that  the  United  Colonies  intend  to  abandon  the  Country.  The  Clergy 
refuse  Absolution  to  all  who  have  shewn  themselves  our  friends,  and  preach 
Damnation  to  those  that  will  not  take  up  arms  against  us,  &  tell  them  that 
now  it  is  not  too  late,  that  we  are  but  a  hand  full  of  men. 

I  have  sent  an  Express  to  Gen'  Schuyler,  Gen'  Washington  &  the  Congress : 
but  you  know  how  far  they  have  to  go,  and  it  is  very  uncertain  how  long  it 
will  be  before  we  can  have  relief  from  them.  You,  Sir,  and  the  green  moun- 
tain Corps  are  in  our  Neighbourhood,  you  all  have  Arms  &  I  am  confident 
ever  stand  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  your  Brethren  in  Distress.  I  am 
sensible  that  there  was  some  Disagreement  between  you  and  Gen'  Mont- 
gomery—  poor  man  —  he  has  lost  his  life  fighting  Valiently  for  his  Country; 
but  why  do  1  mention  anything  about  disagreement  between  you;  I  know  no 
private  resentment  can  hinder  your  exercising  every  faculty  to  vindicate  the 
rights  and  Priviledges  for  which  we  are  nobly  contending.  Therefore  let  me 
beg  of  you  to  collect  immediately  as  many  men  as  you  can,  5, 6  or  700,  &  if  you 
can  and  some  how  or  other  convey  into  this  country  and  stay  with  me,  till 
we  can  have  relief  from  the  Colonies.  Yot  are  sensible  we  have  F^rovisions 
of  all  kinds  in  abundance,  and  the  weather  in  this  country  is  not  so  frightfull 
as  many  have  imagined.  You  will  see  that  proper  oflScers  are  appointed 
under  you,  and  both  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  paid  as  the  other  Con- 
tinental Troops.  It  will  be  well  for  your  men  to  set  out  as  fast  as  they  are 
collected,  not  so  much  matter  whether  together  or  not,  but  let  them  set  out, 
10,  20,  30,  40  or  60  as  they  can  be  first  collected,  for  it  must  have  a  good  etfoct 
on  the  minds  of  the  Cannadians  to  see  succour  coming  in.  You  will  be  good 
enough  to  send  copies  of  this  letter,  or  such  parts  of  it  as  you  think  proper  to 
the  people  below  you.  I  cannot  but  think  our  friends  will  make  a  push  into 
the  Country;  &  I  am  confident  you  will  not  disappoint  my  most  fervent  wish 
and  expectation  in  seeing  you  here  with  your  Men  in  a  very  short  time,  now 
is  the  time  for  you  to  distinguish  yourselves  of  obtaining  the  united  applause 
of  your  grateful  countrymen,  <fc  of  your  Distressed  Friends  in  Canada,  and 
your  very  great  friend  &  serv' 

David  Woosteb. 

To  Colo  Warner. 


Letter  from  GerHl  Schuyler  to  GerCl  Washington. 
[Copied  from  MS.  State  Pap.  Rev",  Vol.  IIL,  p.  ^5.] 

Albany  January  IS***  1778. 

I  wish  T  had  no  occasion  to  send  my  Dear  General  this  Melancholy  account 
My  Amiable  Friend  the  Gallant  Montgomery  is  no  more,  the  Brave  Arnold 
is  wounded  &  we  have  met  with  a  severe  check  in  an  unsuccessful  Attempt 
on  Quebec:  May  Heaven  be  graciously  pleased  that  the  Misfortune  may  ter- 
minate here;  I  tremble  for  our  people  in  Canada,  and  nothing  my  Dear  Sir 
seems  left  to  prevent  the  most  fital  consequences,  but  an  immediate  Rein- 
forcemeat  that  that  is  no  where  to  be  had  but  from  you,  &  the  only  Rout 
that  which  I  have  pointed  out  in  my  Letter  to  Congress,  Copy  of  which  you 
have  enclosed  nor  do  I  think  that  a  less  number  than  which  I  have  men- 
tioned will  suffice.  Should  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  send  the  Troops, 
you  will  please  to  let  me  know  It  by  Express,  that  1  may  send  Provision  to 
Onion  River. 

Congress  has  wrote  to  me  on  the  subject  of  my  Request  to  retire,  our  af- 
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fairs  are  much  worse  than  when  I  made  the  Request,  this  is  Motive  suffi- 
cient tor  me  to  continue  to  serve  my  Country  in  any  way  I  can  be  thought 
most  serviceable.  But  my  utmost  can  be  but  little  Weak  and  Indisposed  at 
I  am. 

The  Clothing  is  gone  to  Cambridge.     I  am  your  Excelencys  most  obedient 
A  most  Humble  Serv' 

Ph:  Schutl£b. 


Rateable  Polls  in  New  Hampshire  from  1742  ^o  1773  furnished 
by  Joseph  Pearson  Esq.  ^iec^y  of  titate^  1792. 

[Copied  from  a  Paper  in  "  Belk.  Pap.,"  p.  320.] 

[Elxtract] 

Secy»  office,  March  12*  1792. 
Dkab  Sib — 

"In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  3"*  Inst,  after  spending  several 
days  in  searching  the  files,  books  &c.  the  only  number  of  Rateable  PolLs 
which  are  to  be  found  in  my  office  from  1742  to  1773  are  as  follows ;  viz. 

[»fe  Gosport 
9,172  Rateable  polls  in  A  D.  1742  no  return  from  Nottingham,  Barringtjn 
6,392  Do  A.  D.  1753 

11,964  Do  A.  D.  1767 

13,853  Do  A.  D.  1773. 

Whether  5  or  6  times  the  Number  of  Rateable  Polls  will  give  the  number 
of  the  People  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  am  at  a  loss  to  say.  In  A.  D. 
1775  the  No.  of  People  were  computed  to  be  82,200. 

Your  most  obedient  servant  Ac. 

Joseph  Peabson. 
Rev,  Mr.  Jeremy  Belknap. 
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CENSUS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1775. 


(Towns  arranged  alphabetically.) 

ICopied  from  a  MS.  volume  in  the  Secretary's  office,  labeled,   "  Census  of 
New  Hampshire,  1767  &  1775."] 

NOTE  BY  THE   LATE  JOHN   FARMER,   ESQ. 

The  following  is  probably  the  most  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  people' 
in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which  was  ever  made  before  1775.  The 
survey  was  taken  partly  by  enumeration  and  partly  by  estimation  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  adequate  representation  of  the  people.  Being 
the  first  census  after  New  Hampshire  ceased  to  be  a  Province,  and  taken  im- 
mediately before  it  became  an  independent  State,  it  is  deemed  worthy  of 
being  thus  preserved  in  the  State  Archives. 

Order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  sent  to  the  several  Town» 
and  places  in  the  Province  of  JVew  Hampshire,  relating  to 
the  taking  of  the  Census. 

In  Provincial  Congress, 

New  Hampshire,  August  25'^  1775.  , 
Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  an  exact  Account  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Colony  should  be  taken,  in  order  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Congress  of 
THE  United  American  Colonies:  Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Select  Men  of  the  several  Towns,  Parishes  and  other  Places  iu 
this  Colony,  to  take  an  exact  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  their  respective 
Districts,  including  every  soul  in  the  Same,  in  separate  Columns,  as  toUows: 


Males  under  16 
years  of  age. 


Males  from  16 
years  of  age 
to  50,  not  in 
the  army. 


All  males  above!  Persons   gone 


50    years 
age. 


of 


in  the  army. 


All  females. 


Negroes  and 
Slaves  for 
life. 


And  in  such  Places  where  no  Selectmen  are  chosen,  that  the  Selectmen  of 
the  next  adjacent  Town  take  the  same;  or  some  suitable  person  living  in 
such  place,  by  their  appointment.  And  that  the  return  thereof  be  made  ta 
the  Committee  of  Satety  for  said  Colony,  as  soon  as  may  be,  by  the  Select- 
men or  SMectman  or  Person  appointed  who  shall  take  the  same,  upon  Oath 
to  their  Fidelity  and  Impartiality  tlierein;  which  oath  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  or  Town  Clerk  is  impowered  to  administer. 

And  whereas  a  late  Requisition  of  this  Congress,  that  every  Town,  Parish 
<fe  other  Place  wiihin  this  Colony,  return  tlie  Number  of  the  Fire  Arms  in 
their  respective  Districts  fit  for  use,  and  the  Number  wanting  to  compleat 
one  for  every  person  capable  of  using  them,  has  not  been  complied  with;, 
therelbre  it  is  now  earnestly  recommended  that  the  same  be  forthwith  done. 
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adding  these  to  the  Quantity  of  Powder  in  each  place;  and  where  there  is  a 
public  Stock  to  return  a  separ.ite  Account  thereof,  &  that  the  whole  be  re- 
turned to  the  Committee  of  Safety  lor  this  Colony. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  no  Part  of  the  aforementioned  Busi- 
ness be  delayed;  for  its  beiiis;  as  xpeedily  done  as  posaible,  will  be  of  {,'reat 
Utility  to  the  Colony;  and  it  is  further  strictly  enjoined  upon  ail  Selectmen 
&  Committees  to  endeavour  to  prevent  all  persons  from  burning  their  Pow- 
der in  shooting  at  Birds  &.  other  Game. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

Matthew  TnoKNTON,  President. 


Note.  Tlie  above  recommendation  or  order  bein^  sent  to  each  Town,  aa 
their  authority  for  taking  the  Census,  need  not  in  each  case  be  repeated.  It 
will  be  observed  that  there  is  great  diversity  in  the  form  of  returns  made;  of 
which  the  Editor  proposes  to  present  a  copy  verbatim  et  literatim.  — Ed. 


ALEXANDRIA. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  Is  38 

.  Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  Is  26 
All  the  males  above  50  years  of  age  Is  7 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  Is  8  * 

All  lemales  Is  58 

137 

The  Number  of  the  fire  arms  in  this  town  is  But  18.  The  Quantity  of 
Powder  Is  supposed  to  be  Not  one  half  Pound,  In  the  whole  town,  and  this  iB 
au  exact  account  Dun  by  me 

John  McMubphy,  Selectman. 

Alexandria,  y*  25'-'^  1775. 


ALLENSTOVVN. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  60 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  22 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  7 

Persons  cone  in  the  Army  6 

All  Females  81 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  2 


The  above  Number  Impartially  Taken  by  me 


SELECTMAir 


Pembroke  Nov''  25'*'  1775  the  above  Named  Benjamin  Mathes  appeared  and 
made  a  Solemn  Oath  that  he  has  Impartially  Taken  the  Number  of  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  Allenstown 

Before  me         Richard  Bartlett  Jus  P. 
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ALSTEAD. 

Alstead,  Ocf  27*  1775. 
Agreeable  to  the  Directions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  we  here  with  Ex- 
hibit a  True  account  of  the  Souls  Inhabitants  of  Alstead. 

Males  under  16  years  88 

Males  between  16  years  &  50,  79 

Males  above  50  years  5 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  4 

Females  141 

also  find  Eighteen  fire  arms  fitt  for  service  &  5  in  the  army  and  four  not  fltt 
no  Powder  Neither  Town  Stock  nor  Private  nor  can  get  none. 
Guns  wanting  for  Person  capable  of  useing  them  56. 

Absalom  Kingsbebey  I  Selectmen  of 
317  Nath'l  PsEifTiCE  S      Alstead 


ATKINSON. 


Colony  of  )      An  exact  list,  or  account,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  At- 

New  Hampshire  )  kinson  in  said  Colony  including  every  soul  therein  accord- 
ing as  they  are  set  down  in  their  respective  columns,  as  also  y*  number  of 
Fire  Arms  fit  for  use  (except  only  those  Fire  Arras  belonging  to  said  Atkin- 
son now  in  the  American  army)  and  the  Number  of  Fire  Arms  wanting  for 
every  person  capable  of  useiiii,'  them,  togetiier  with  the  Quantity  of  Gun 
Powder  &  Lead  tound  among  the  People,  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

No.  of  males  under  16  years  of  age  145 
No.  of  males  from  16  to  50  years  of  age  not  in  the  army   91 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  30 
No.  of  persons  gone  in  the  army  18 

All  females,  except  slaves  286 
No.  of  Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  5 

No.  of  fire  arms  fit  for  use   pistols  excepted)  62 

No.  of  Fire  arms  wanting  49 

Wt  of  Gunpowder  36  1-4  lb, 

Wt.  of  Lead  &  Bullets  86  1-4  lb. 

No.  of  Pistols  fit  for  use  30 

Taken  by  order  of  Congress  this  16''"  day  of  September  A.  Dom,  1775. 

John  Websteb       )  Selectmen 
576  Jesse  Page  >     of  said 

Nath'l  Peabodt  )  Atkinson. 

Colony  of  | 

New  Hampshire  j  Atkinson  Septem""  16*  1775. 

Rockingh'"  SS.  Then  ye  above  named  Mess"  John  Webster,  Jesse  Page  & 
Nathaniel  Peabody,  selectmen  of  said  Atkinson  each  &  all  of  them  personally 
appearing,  severally  made  solemn  oath,  that  in  Taking  &  making  the  above 
List  &  account  by  them  subscribed,  they  acted  therein  with  Fidelity  &  im- 
partiality 

Coram  Samuel  Little,  Jus.  Pacis. 
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BARNSTEAD. 

All  mail3  under  16  82 

Mails  from  16  years  to  50  68 

All  mails  above  50  years  of  age  4 

Persons  gon  in  the  Army  2 

All  tenia'*  111 

Fire  Arms  28 

Guns  wanted  26 

Farailes  in  the  Town  46 

No  Powder  0 

No  Slaves  0 

A  true  account  ot  Every  soul  in  Bamstead : 

ail  mails  under  16  years  of  age  82 

mails  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  53 

all  mails  above  50  years  of  age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  2 

all  feemails  111 

252 


BARRINGTON. 

This  is  the  accompt  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Barrington  which 
we  have  taken  acconling  to  orders  from  the  Conges  which  we  have  taken^as 
follows : 

Males  under  16    ,  464 

males  from  16  to  50  246 

males  above  50  72 

in  the  army  23 

females  848 

Slaves  2  males  1  female  3 

guns  .  *^^  <> 

No  guns  10  ? 

Richard  Swain  )  gedeckt 

WiLLiAii  Gate  jun.  >     ^^^ 
James  Hayes  ) 

Sept.  14,  1775. 

*^  Total  1655. 


BATH. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  47 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  army  25 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  6 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  10 

All  females  67 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  0 

fire  arms  tit  for  use  ^  8 

the  number  of  guns  wanting  24 

The  powder  the  inhabitants  have  8  Pounds 

The  stock  of  powder  in  the  Town  15  Pounds 

William  Eastman. 
144.     Haverhill  16">  Oct.  1775. 

Personally  appeared,  Mr.  Wm.  Eastman  Selectman  for  the  Township  of 
Bath,  and  declar'd  the  above  to  be  a  true  ace'  agreeable  to  the  schedule  re- 
quested by  the  provincial  Congress,  ,    „     j    ,       n. 
^                                                                  before                   J.  Hard,  Jus:  P«. 
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BEDFORD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  109 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  .50,  not  in  the  army  93 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  28 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  14 

All  Females  241 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  10 

Hillsborough  Ss.  October  27"^  177.^.  Then  .John  Bell  Personally  appeared 
And  made  solemn  oath  To  his  Fidelity  and  impartiality  in  numberinsc  the 
souls  in  Bedford  and  makes  Return  of  the  several  ages  and  sexes  as  in  the, 
column  above  thereof. 

Sworn  before  Math"  Patten,  Just.  Peace. 

There  are  Thirty  seven  Guns  lacking  to  Equip  the  Inhabitants  of  Bedford. 
There  is  Eleven  pound  and  three  quarters  of  powder  in  Bedford  according  to 
information  and  no  Town  Stock  of  Amuiiition. 

John  Bell. 


BOSCAWEX. 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boscawen  — 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  1(>2 

Males  from  16  to  .50,  liot  in  y«  army  91 

All  males  above  .50  years  of  age  33 

Parsons  son  in  the  army  17 

All  Feemales  281 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  1 


585 
Number  of  Fire  arms  fit  for  use  .58 — Number  wanted  65  —Quantity  of 
Powder  7  1-2  pounds. 

The  above  is  an  exact  Number  of  all  the  Inhabitints  in  the  Town  of  Bos- 
cawen togeather  with  the  Number  of  Fire  arms — Number  wanted  and  Quan- 
tity of  powder  acreable  to  the  Recomendation  of  Congress,  taken  by  us  the 
Subscribers,  October  177.5. 

George  Jackman  J  Selectmen. 

Enoch  Gerri.'^h      ) 


BOW. 

A  true  &  exact  account  of  the  Number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bow  includ- 
ing every  soul  in  the  same  taken  by  us  the  subscribers  as  followeth. 

BRN.JAMIN  Bean         (selectmen 
John  Noyes  >      ,.  j, 

Leonard  Harriman  )    "'  ^^'^^• 

Males  under  16  years  of  ace  88 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  .50  47 

The  males  above  fifty  years  of  age  11 

Tlie  Persons  gone  in  the  army   '  "               17 

Females  187 

Guns  in  Bow  .33  —  Guns  wanting  14—  Powder  13  lb. 

September  y«6">,  1775.  then  the  Subscribers  appeared  &  after  being  ex" 
amined  Made  Solemn  oath  that  the  above  account  is  exact  &  impartially 
taken 

Coram  Ju"  Bryant,  J.  P. 


1775. 
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BRENTWOOD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  253 

Mails  flora  10  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  array  174 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  57 

Persons  i^one  in  the  army  35 

All  Females  577 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  4 

1100 

The  number  of  fire  arms  is  113 

Number  wanted  is  68 
Powder  160  among  the  People 
40  lb.  in  stock  province  powder. 


Province  of  New  Hampshire 
Rodvimrham  Ss. 


)  Brentwood  September  y*  7"*  1775. 

Then  David  Clifford  and  Jedodiah  Robinson  Select  men  of  Eriiitwood  per- 
sonally appeared  &  Solemnly  afarm'd  &  made  oath  that  they  had  numbered 
all  the  people  of  Brintwood  in  every  a'^e  and  sex  anil  denomination  to  their 
fidelity  and  impartiality  agreeable  to  this  precept,  before  me 

Joseph  Greely,  Clerk  for  Brentwood. 


CAMDEN  {now  Washington.) 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  years  to  50,  not  in  the  army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  army 

All  Females 

Negroes  Sc  Slaves  for  life 

Guns 

Powder 


47 
29 

4 

6 
77 

0 
13 

6 


A  treu  and  Exect  account  of  the  sevral  Degrees  of  persons  in  Camden. 
From  us 

Archarel  White 
163  Simeon  Faknswouth. 


CAMPTON. 

A  List  of  the  Numbers  in  Campton  according  to  the  Requisition  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  convened  at  Exeter  in  New  Hampshire,  August  1775. 


Above  50 
From  16  to  50 
Under  16 
In  the  army 
Females 
Slaves 


Campton,  Ocf  25,  1775. 


A  true  account 
■{Errors  excepted) 


5 

44 

57 

1 

83 


pr 


Total     190 

John  Holmes         I  Select 
Nath'l  Tupper  ?  i   men 
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CANAAlf. 

The  accompt  of  the  Inhabitance. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  16 

Males  Irom  16  years  of  age  to  60  not  in  the  army  17 

All  males  above  60  3 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  3 

Ail  Females  28 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  — 

Canaan,  Sept.  22<*,  1775.  Upon  Diligent  sarch  we  find  that  we  Have  a  Gun 
for  Evrey  one  that  is  Capable  of  yousing  them,  as  lor  Power  and  Lead  we 
Have  Nou  By  us. 

■  '""=^"  IIL?'E!iSi  selectmen. 


CANDIA. 

An  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Pariah  of  Candia  is  as  followeth. 

Males  under  sixteen  232 

Males  from  16  to  50  120 

All  males  above  50  19 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  27 

All  Females  346 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  0 

Seventy-two  firelocks  fitt  for  use,  Forty  Eight  wanted.  Powder  is  so  incon- 
siderable we  tho't  not  worth  Notice.    Town'Stock  none  at  all. 

No.  of  Souls  744. 

One  Family  non-Inhabitants  No.  7. 

Candia,  Octo''  y«  2^  1775.  Abra™  Fitts       )  Selectmen 

Walter  Robie  >  of 

MosKs  Baker     )      Candia. 
Rockingham  Ss. 

Candia  Ocf  y«  2'^  1775.  Then  Abra™  Fitts,  Walter  Robie  &  Moses  Baker 
above  Named  appeared  and  made  solemn  Oath  to  the  truth  &  impartiality  of 
the  above  account. 

Before        Sam'  Mooers,  Parish  Clerk. 


CANTEBRURY. 
A  Return  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Canterbury  October  1776. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  199 

Males  Irom  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  124 

Males  above  5U  years  of  age  80 

Persons  gone  in  y«  army  35 

Females  331 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  4 

Total  723 

A  Return  of  Guns  in  Canterbury  fit  for  use  45 

Guns  wanting  109 

Stock  of  Powder  80  wt 

The  above  is  a  true  account  of  the  number  of  Inhibitants  in  Canterbury  Ac. 
taken  agreeable  to  the  recoihmendation  of  the  Provincial  Congress  by  the 
Subscribers. 

Archklaus  Moore  J  Selectmen  for 

David  Morrlll       (  ^Canterbury. 
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CHARLESTOWN. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army 

All  males  above  60 

Persons  gone  in  the  array 

All  Females 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life 


158 
94 
17 
22 

303 


Cheshire  Ss. 
Charlestown,  Decem""  18">  1775.    The  foregoing  is  a  True  &  Exact  List  of 

the  Inhabitants  of  Charlestown  taken  by 

Sam'  Hunt         )   Selectmen 
Wm.   Haywood  >       of  s** 
Gbos  Stevens    )  Charlestown, 


CHESTER. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  to  50,  not  in  the  army 

All  Males  above  50 

Persons  gone  in  the  army 

All  Females 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life 


Total 


Powder  privet  Property 
No  stock. 


384 

273 

101 

51 

787 
3 

1599 
30  1b. 


The  above  Number  is  an  Exact  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Chester,  taken  by  us 

William  White  )   Selectmen 
Nathan   Fitts      >  of 

John  Darbon       )     Chester. 


The  Number  of  Arras 
Those  that  have  Nok 

Chester,  October  y®  9, 1775. 


175 
112 


CHESTERFIELD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  to  .50,  not  iu  the  army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  army 

All  Females 

Guns  tit  tor  use 

Guns  wanting 

No  Slaves 

No  Powder 

Province  of  New  Hampshire 
Chesterfield,  Sept.  the  12 :  1775 

Attested 


Nathaniel  Bingham 
Ephkaim  Hubbard 
John  Davtron 


241 
185 
30 
36 
412 
86 
00 


SelectmeD 

of 
Chesterfield 
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CHICHESTER 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  117 

Males  from  16  to  50  not  in  the  army  87 

All  males  above  50  13 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  4 

All  Females  197 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  0 


418 


This  above  account  of  the  Inhabitance  of  Chichester  Taken  by  us  the  sub- 
scribers 

David  Knowlton       )  Selectm^  of 
Jonathan  Stanyan   (    Chichester. 
Province  of  ( 

New  hampshire  ) 

Rockingham  Ss.  September  ye  W^  1775.  Then  the  above  named  David 
Knowlton  and  Jonatlian  Stanyan  Personaly  appeared  and  made  Solom  oath 
that  the  above  number  of  the  inhabitance  of  Chichester  taken  by  them  Is 
Just  and  Impartial  before  me 

John  Cram,  Town  Clerk. 

Chichester,  August  19'*»  1775. 
We  the  subscribers  and  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Chichester  agreeable  to 
the  Resolve  of  the  New-hampshire  Consress,  have  carefully  examined  the 
fire  armes  in  Said  Chichester  and  we  tind  their  are  forty  Seven  fitt  for  Ser- 
vis  —  and  their  are  thirty  one  wanting  in  said  Chichester  and  their  is  forty 
two  Pounds  of  gunpowder  in  Publick  Store. 

Jonathan  Stanyan  (^  Selectmen  of 
David  Knowlton     j    Chichester. 


CLAREMONT. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  148 

Males  from  16  to  50,  not  in  the  army  126 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  18 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  1 

All  Females  231 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  .               — 
The  Number  of  fire  arms  in  the  Town  of  Claremont  fit  for  actual  service 

GO  stand 
65  wanting. 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  Claremont,  Ocf  13">,  1775. 

A  true  Number.    Attest,  Matthias  Stone  )  Select 

*  Oliver  Ashley   (  men 


COCKBURNE  (now  Columbia). 

The  Number  of  all  the  souls  in  Cockburne,  taken  Sepf  22'*,  1775,  by  Capt 
Abijah  Larnard. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  5 

Males  from  16  to  50  years  of  age,  not  in  the  army  5 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  0 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  1 

All  Females  3 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  0 

3  guns  fit  for  use,  2  guns  wanting,  3  3-4  lb  Powder. 
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COCKERMOUTH  (uow  Groton). 

Males  under  10  years  of  age  35 

Males  from  ItJ  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  23 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  2 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  5 

All  Females  53 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  0 

Total  118 

The  number  of  ai-ms  fit  for  youse  18 

The  number  wanting  27 
Powder  in  town  three  pounds. 

The  above  is  a  true  Number  of  the  Persons  belonging  to  Cockermouth  By 
uss. 

Thomas  Nevens 


Thomas  Nevens    I ^  ,    , 
Edm'd  Shattuck    pelectmen. 


Collony  of  New  Hamp'' 

October  28,  1775.     Then  the  above  Named  Thomas  Nevins  ami   Edmon 
Shattuck  personally  apperd  before  me  and  made  oath  to  the  above  account 

Pr  Eben  Wendall,  Town  Clerk. 


COLEBROOK. 

The  number  of  all  the  souls  in  Colebrook  taken  Sept.  22**  1775,  By  Capt. 
Abijah  Lamed 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  1 

all  females  3 

1  gun  fit  for  use  ;J-4  lb  Powder. 


CONCORD. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  280 

Males  from  16  years  of  a.'xe  to  .'SO  not  in  the  army  186 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  36 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  46 

All  Females  490 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  14 

1052 
A  true  copy  of  the  return  of  the  Selectmen  of  Concord. 

Attest  Tim"  Walker  jr  clerk. 

Fire  arms  98 

Concord,  October  27"»  1776. 
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CONWAY, 

Province  of  New  Hampshire,  Grafton  Ss.  Conway  Nov""  ye  28">  1775. 

The  following  is  an  Exact  account  of  the  Nujuber  of  inhabitants  in  the 
town  of  Conway  aforesaid  including  those  in  the  army,  the  number  of  fire 
arms,  ammunition  &c. 

Males  under  16  years  cf  age  79 

Males  from  16  to  50  51 

Males  above  50  6 

Those  gone  in  the  army  18 

All  Females  X17 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  2 

Total  male-  Including  those  in  the  army  149 
Total  Inhabitants  with  those  in  the  army  &  Slavery         273 

Arms  in  town  40,  wanting  to  complete  44. 
Town  stock  of  Powder,  25 
Town  stock  of  Lead,  56 

taken  by  order  of  the  Provinciale  Congress 

Pr  Andr'w  McMillan  ) 

David  Page  >  Selectmen. 

Tho's  Merrill         ) 

Province  of  Newhampshire 

Graft,on  Ss.  Conway  November  y«  29"'  1775 

Then  the  above  Named  And'  McMillan,  David  Page  and  Thomas  Merral 
personally  appearing  and  after  due  caution  and  Carfull  Examenation  made 
Bolomn  Oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above.  Sworn  before  me 

Richard  Eastman,  Town  Clerk. 


CORNISH. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  83 
M'les  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  77 
A;:  males  above  60  years  of  age  9 
Persois  gone  in  the  army  4 
All  F-^iales  136 
Negroes  &,  slaves  for  life  0 
fire  arms  in  the  town  of  Cornish  fit  for  use  53 
and  the  number  wanting  to  compleat  one  for  every  per- 
son capable  of  using  them  33 
No  powder  in  town  But  privit  property  and  that  is  20  lb. 

Coraish,  October  y«  SO"*  1775.  Parsonaly  apeared  Sam"'  Chase  Esq.  and 
made  solemn  oath  that  he  had  acted  faithfully  and  irapartialy  in  taking  the 
above  Numbers  according  to  the  best  of  his  discretion  betbre  me. 

Daniel  Putnam,  T.  Cler. 


CROYDON. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  37 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  34 

All  males  above  50  2 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  3 

All  Females  67 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  0 
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In  obedience  to  the  Hon'*'  Congreas  for  the  Colony  of  New  hampshite  we 
have  taken  and  set  the  Number  of  the  Persons  Named  in  th^ae  several  Gol- 
ems and  we  have  sent  the  Number  of  fire  arms  and  what  was  wantins^  Be- 
fore and  as  for  powder  we  have  no  town  stocic  and  we  Judge  not  above  five 
Pounds  in  the  town. 

Croydon,  September  y«  27,  1776. 

Stephew  Powers      1  Select- 
Phinehas  SiLNOER  )   men. 
To  the  Honourable  Comitte  of 

Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 

Personaly  apeared  the  above  Stephen  Powers  &  Phinehas  Sanger  signen 
to  this  accomptand  gave  oath  that  the  above  is  a  true  account  of  ihe  Inhab- 
itants of  this  town  —  Before  me 


Croydon  October  y«  12"»  1775. 


Moses  Whipple,  Town  Clerk. 


DEERFIELD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  to  50,  not  in  the  array 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  army 

Ail  Females 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life 


250 

204 
26 
30 

418 
1 

929 


In  compliance  with  the  above  Request  [of  the  Provincial  Congress]  we 
have  vud  tire  arms  and  find  120  fit  for  use,  and  08  wanting  and  51  pounds  of 
Powder 


Daniel  Lad 
Benjamin  Page 
Robert  Paqb 


Selectmen. 


Deerfield  September  19*  1775. 

Then  the  above  Signers  Personally  appeared  &  made  oath  to  the  aboTe 
Inventory  before  me 

Sam"  Leavitt,  Just  Peace. 


DOVER. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  Crotn  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  army 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life 


180  stand  of  arms 
60  wt  of  Powder. 


[No  date. 


Caleb  Hodgdon 
John  Kielle 
Samuel  Heahd. 


410 

342 

74 

28 

786 

26 


Selectman. 
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DUBLIN. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  88 

Males  from  16  to  50,  not  iu  the  army  54 

All  Males  above  60  years  of  age  9 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  10 

All  Females  143 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  1 

The  number  of  Guns  in  our  town  is  32. 
Wanting  to  coinpleat  one  for  each  man  31 
Gun  powder  nine  Pounds 

Eli  Morse  )  Selectmen 

Dublin,  Ocf  3<i,  1775  Moses  Adams  [         of 

Joseph  Greexwood  )     Dublin. 


DUNBAKTON. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  144 

Males  from  16  to  50  not  iu  the  Army  92 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  age  14 

Persons  gone  in  tlie  army  14 

All  Females  232 

Negroes  aud  slaves  for  life  1 

John  Hogg  )    Selectmen  of 

Nath'  Borneam    i      Dunbarton. 

Hillsborough  Ss.  FebauJ'  y^  22'^,  1776.  Then  the  above  Named  John  Hogg 
and  Nathan  Burnam  appeared  and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  Number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Dunbarton  is  Just  and  trew  Taken  according  to  the  best 
of  thare  Judgment  as  is  set  down  above.     Sworn  before  me 

Jere^  Page,  Justice  of  Peace. 


DUNSTABLE. 

Pursuant  to  the  request  of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New  Hampf 
We  have  taken  the  number  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towne  of  Dun- 
stable with  those  gone  in  the  army  as  Exhibited  in  the  following  schedule. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  215 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  88 

All  males  above  .50  years  of  age  30 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  40 

All  Females  325 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  7 

Wee  have  also  Taken  an  account  of  all  the  Powder  in  perticular  mens  hands, 
which  is  41  lbs 

Also  we  find  in  the  Town  Stock  36 

Also  we  tind  46  tire  arms  fit  for  use 
&  — 42  wanting  to  compleat  one  for  every 
person  capable  of  using  them 


Dunstable  October  2*^  1775. 


To  the  Honfe  Com'ee  of  Safety 
for  the  Province  of  New  Hampf. 
705 


Joseph  Eayrs       ) 

Noah  Lovewell  [   Selectmen. 

David  Alld  ) 
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DURHAM. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  286 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  oO  not  in  the  army  185 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  68 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  67 

All  Females  593 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  25 

1214 
The  quantity  of  Powder  in  Durham  is  about  76  lb  besides  the  public  stock, 
which  is  two  Barrels.     There  are  222  fire  arms  belonging  to  the  Town  fit  for 
use,  including  those  carried  to  the  army,  which  number  is  nearly  sufficient 
for  those  persons  who  are  capable  of  using  them. 

[No  date.]  John  Smith,  a  Selectman. 


EAST  KINGSTON. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  114 

Males  from  16  to  60  not  in  the  army  6S 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  29 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  Od 

All  Females  210 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  03 


428 


We  have  taken  an  account  of  the  fire  arms  and  of  the  powder  in  the  East 
Parish  of  Kingston  and  find  there  to  be  sixty  five  fire-arms,  and  thirty  one 
pound  of  powder,  as  witness  our  hands 

Samuel  Stevens       a       Selectmen 
Jonathan  Collins  \  for 

Ezra  Curbibr  )  East  Kingston. 

Directed  to  the  Honorable  Commite 
of  Safety  of  New  Hampshire. 

Province  of  )  October  17""  1775.  Then  the  above  subscribing  Sam- 
New  Hampr  >  Stevens,  Jonathan  CoUens  &  Ezra  Currier  Selectmen  of 
Rockingham  ss.  )  the  East  Parish  in  Kingston  Personally  appearing  made 
solemn  Oath  that  the  above  Colums  contain  tiie  number  of  Inhabitanta  ia 
the  aforesaid  parish  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 

Before  Nath'  Bacheller,  Jus'  Peace. 


LEAVITTS    TOWN  —  now  Effingham. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  2S 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  array  Id 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  2 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  3 

All  Females  39 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  0 

83 
Leavitts  Town  September  15,  1775. 

The  Number  of  fire  arms  in  s"*  Town,  Eleven  fit  for  use  Wanting  five. 

Powder  two  pound  &  a  quarter.     No  stocke. 

Weare  Drake   (  in  behalf  of 
Levi  Fowl  (1)     \  the  Selectmen. 

U)  Thla  name  may  be  Towl.— Ed. 
47 
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ENFIELD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  .  15 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  17 

All  Males  above  50  1 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  — 

All  Females  17 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  0 

50 

The  above  is  an  Exact  Account  of  the  inhabitants  of  Enfield  Sept.  y*  12"* 
1775. 

Test  Elisha  Bingham. 

New  Hampshire  { 

County  of  Grafton  Ss.  )  Lebanon,  Sept.  11"^  1775. 

These  may  certify  that  Mr.  Elisha  Bingham  is  appointed  by  the  Selectmen 
of  Lebanon  to  take  an  Exact  ace'  of  all  the  souls  &c  in  the  town  of  Entield 
according  to  the  within  Direction  of  the  Hon"^*^  Congress  &  to  make  a  proper 
Return  thereof  to  the  Com'^  of  Safety  Directed  as  aforesaid. 

Neh'h  Estabrook  ) 

Jno  Wheatley       >  Selectmen. 

John  Geiswold.     ) 

New  Hampshire.  County  of  Grafton  Ss.  Lebanon,  Sept.  lit*!  1775. 
Then  the  above  named  Elisha  Bingham,  personally  appearing  made  solemn 
Oath  to  the  faithful  Discharge  of  the  trust  Reposed  in  hira  by  the  above 
appointment  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Before  me  John  Wheatley,  Just,  peace. 

Enfield,  Sept.  12,  1775.  Upon  Diligent  search  I  find  ten  good  fire  locks  fit 
for  use. 

Seven  wanting  to  compleat  one  for  every  man. 

Powder  we  have  none. 

Test  Elisha  Bingham. 

To  the  Hoii*''^  Committee  of  Safety  for  the 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 


EPPING. 


Oc''  1775  An  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Epping 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  377 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  242 

all  males  above  50  years  of  age  77 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  61 

All  Females  793 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  Life  19 

Total  1569 


EPSOM. 

[No  return.] 
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EXETER. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  years  to  50  not  in  the  army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  ;ige 

Persons  u;one  in  the  army 

All  females 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life 

Fire  arms 

Fire  arms  wanting 

Powder 

Town  Stock  of  Powder 


401 
278 

86 

61 
892 

38 
198 
150 

80  3-4  lbs 

50  lbs. 


The  above  List  taken  by  us 


Sam'  Brooks 
Theodorb  Carlton 
Peter  Coffix,  Jun 
Eph">  Robinson 


1741 


Selectmen 
of 
Exeter. 


Exeter  October  6*  1775    Then  the 
made  Oath  that  the  above 


above  persons  Selectmen  of  Exeter 


edge. 


List  is  true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 


before  nie 


Zacch*  Clough  Just. 


peace. 


FRANCESTOWN". 


Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  years  to  50  Not  in  the  Army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life 


55 
37 
7 
9 
92 
00 


200 

A  true  accompt  of  the  Number  of  Persons  in  the  town  taken  By  us. 

James  Fisher 
John  Dickey 

Fire  arms  wanting  in  this  town  11 

Francestown  September  20"^  1775. 


Selectmen. 


GILSUM. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  46 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  .50,  not  in  the  army  32 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  10 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  7 

All  Females  84 


Negroes  and  slaves  for  life 


The  Number  of  Guns 


178 
16 
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Destitute  of  Powder  &  town  Stock  —  in  Persuance  to  the  above  direction 
we  have  taken  an  exact  accompt  of  the  number  of  Soles  and  gun»  in  the  town 
of  Gilaum. 
Gilsum  October 
30  ye  1773 

Test  S.AJ1I  Church  )  Selectmen 

Stephen  Gbiswold  >    of  said 
Pelatiah  Pease       )   Gilsum. 


GILMANTOWN. 

The  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Gilmantown  taken  by  us 
the  subscribers  this  twenty-fifth  Day  of  September  Anno  Domini  1775. 

Jebemt  Cogswell  I  Selectmen  of 
Jona"'  Clabk  )  Gilmantown. 

Males  under  sixteen  years  of  age  238 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  151 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  16 

Persons  Gone  in  the  army  12 

All  Females  357 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  1 

Total  775 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  Strafibrd  ss  Sepf  y«  25"*  A.  D :  1775. 

Then  the  above  named  Jeremy  Cogswell  and  Jonathan  Clark,  Selectmen  of 
Gilmantown  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  List  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Gilmantown  and  that  they  have  been  faithful  and  impartial  in  taking  said 
List. 

Sworn  before  Joseph  Badger  Justice  of  Peace. 

The  amount  or  Number  of  Fire  arms  in  the  town  of  Gilmantown,  we  find 
ninety-nine  guns  fit  for  use  and  thera  is  wanting  forty  six  to  compleat  one 
for  Every  person  Capable  of  using  them  we  find  about  five  pounds  of  powder 
in  private  peoples  hands  and  we  have  forty  four  pounds  and  an  half  in  the 
town  stock. 

Jeremy  Cogswell  I  Selectmen  of 
Jona"»  Clabk  |     Gilmanton. 

Witness  our  hands 

this  25">  Day  of  Septem' 

A.  D:  1776 


GUNTHWAITE.  (1) 

September  21'':  1775, 

A  true  accoimt  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  town. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  14 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  army  6 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  2 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  5 

All  Females  20 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  0 

47 
We  have  14  lb  of  Powder  as  a  town  stock.     We  waunt  six  fire  arms. 

(I)  Afterwards  Concord  and  now  Lisbon. 
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GREENLAND. 

Greenland  Sep'  16">,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  a  Requisition  of  the  Provincial  Confijresi,  we  have  en- 
deavored impartially  to  take  an  exact  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Green- 
land, and  the  Number  of  the  Guns  fit  for  use,  &  the  number  wanting  aa  also 
the  Quantity  of  Powder  in  said  Town,  and  have  rank'd  them  in  y«  several 
columns  agreeable  to  the  Schedule  received  from  the  President  of  said 
<Jongre38. 

Wm.  Weeks  )  Selectmen 

Nathan  Johnson  >         of 
Joshua  Haines      )  Greenland. 

Sepf  16">,  1775.     The  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  &c  of  Greenland, 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  169 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  y«  army  136 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  42 

Persons  gone  in  y*  army  10 

All  Females                                                          '  381 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  21 

Total  759 

Guns  fit  for  use  108 

Guns  wanting  33 

Powder  private  property  61  lbs 

Town  stock  of  Powder  45  lbs 

Colony  of  ) 

New  Hampshire  >  Greenland  Sepf  16"»  177.'S. 

Rockingham  Ss.  )  Then  the  above  named  William  Weeks,  Esq,  Capt.  Na- 
than Johnson  &  Ens :  Joshua  Haines  personally  appearing,  made  oath  to 
their  Fidelity  &  Impartiality  in  taking  the  above  account. 

Coram  Clem'  Match,  Jus :  Peace. 


GOFFSTOWN. 

Names  under  16  years  of  age  215 

Males  from  16  to  50  138 

Males  above  50  21 

All  Females  411 

Persons  in  the  army  40 

Negro  Slaves  6 

831 
Guns  wanting  49 

Agreeable  to  the  Direction  of  the  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  Newhampshire 
the  above  is  a  true  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Gotfstown  in  said  Colonies 
taken  this  tenth  Day  of  October  A.  D.  1775.        Tuo"  Shirla,  Selectman. 

Collony  of     I  Goffes  Town  Dec""  18  1775 

New  Hamp''  (  Then  the  above  named  Thomas  Shirla  Personally  appeared 
and  made  Solom  oath  that  the  above  number  by  him  exhibited  and  signed  is 
a  just  account  to  the  best  of  his  knowledg.     Sworn  before  me 

Alex"*  Walker 
Town  Clerk 
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HAMPSTEAD. 

Colony  of  )     Persuant  to  the  order  of  the  Colony  Congress  the  foUow- 

Newhampshire  [  ing  List  is  an  Exact  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
Rociiingh;iin  Ss  )  of  Hampstead  Including  Every  Sole  in  the  Same  in  the 
Seperate  Columns  as  folloetb  to  Gather  with  the  Number  of  persons  gon  in 
the  army  and  guns  ht  for  use  and  what  ia   wanting  also  the  Quantity  of 
Powder. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  182 

Males  from  16  to  50  years  of  age,  not  in  the  army  106 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  44 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  35 

All  Females  398 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  3 

Total  768 

Guns  fit  for  use  51 

Guns  wanting  75 

Quantity  of  Powder  32 

The  foregoing  List  Taken  by  me  the  Subscriber  one  of  the  Selectmen  for 
the  Town  of  Hampstead  in  said  Colony  the  15'**  Day  of  September  A.  D. 
1775. 

William  Moulton. 

Colony  of  New  hampshire  I 
Rockingham  Ss,  )  September  22,  1775. 

Then  the  above  Named  William  Moulton  personally  appeared  and  made 
Solom  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  account  of  the  Number  of  Soles  accord 
to  the  best  account  he  could  obtain  and  that  he  acted  therein  with  fidelity 
and  Impartiality. 

sworn  Before  Samuel  Little  Jus.  Peace. 

in  taking  the  Number  of  Guns  fit  for  use  and  the  quantity  of  Powder  and 
guns  wanting  I  could  not  obtain  so  as  to  make  oath  to,  but  the  above  account 
there  of  is  as  near  as  I  could  git. 

Willi™  Moulton. 


HAMPTON. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  190 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  army  147 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  62 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  20 

All  Females  440 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  3 

Total  862 

Persuant  to  the  above  request  we  have  taken  an  Exact  Number  of  the  In- 
habitants in  the  Town  of  Hampton  and  are  as  they  Stand  above  in  their 
Seperate  Columns  and  total  862  and  likewise  we  have  taken  an  Exact  List  of 
the  firearms  in  saitl  Town  fit  for  use  which  amounts  to  one  Hundred  and 
Ninety  two  and  the  Powuer  that  the  several  Inhabitants  has  amounts  to 
Ninety  four  pounds  &  3-4.     Public  stock  fifty  pounds. 

William  Lank  "1 
Given  under  Joseph  Dow  Selectmen 

our  hands  and  Dated  Simox  Nudd         \  of 

Hampton  this  7""  Philip  Towle  Hampton 

of  November  1775  Joshua  James    J 
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HAMPTON   FALLS. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  151 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  91 

All  Males  Above  5U  years  of  age  42 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  19 

All  Females  339 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  3 


645 


Colony  of     ) 


New  Hamps*  )  Pursuant  to  the  above  recommendation  we  have  taken  an 
account  ot  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Hampton  falls  which  is  set  Down  in  the 
above  Columns  —  also  the  Number  of  lire  arms  fit  for  use  which  is  80.  The 
Number  wanted  to  compleat  one  for  every  p«rson  capable  to  use  them  is 
fifteen.  The  quantity  of  Powder  in  private  hands  is  Seventy  one  Pounds, 
and  the  Town  Stockls  thirty  Pounds 

Hampton  Falls  Abner  Sanborn  I   Selectmen  of 

Sepf  18,  1775.  David  Nason       )  Hampton  falls 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire  Sep""  18,  1775. 

Then  Mess'*  Abner  Sanborn  and  David  Nason  Made  Solomn  Oath  that  in 
takeing  the  Number  of  the  Souls  in  Hampton  falls  as  set  down  in  the  above 
Columns  they  have  acted  with  fidelity  and  impartiality. 

Coram  Meshech  Weare  Ju8'=  Pea« 


HANOVER. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  98 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  108 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  12 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  22 

All  Females  184 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  10 

434 

The  Town  Stock  of  Powder  for  the  Town  of  Hanover  is    48  lb 

Lead  80  lb 

Number  of  Fire  arms  45 

Number  wanting  to  compleat  one  for  every  person  capable 
of  using  them  77 

The  above  contains  a  true  ace'  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hanover,  their  Fire 
arms  Number  wanting  and  Town  Stock  Ammunition  (none  of  consequence 
being  in  the  hands  of  Individuals) 

Edward  Smith      |   Selectmen  of 
IcHABoD  FowLE    j       Hnuover 
Hanover  Dec''  i'^  1775. 


HAVERHILL 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  07 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  69 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  9 

Persons  gone  iu  the  Army  17 

All  Females  1B9 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  4 

Total  365 
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The  above  is  an  Impartial  account  of  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Haverhill 

James  Baylky       1       Selectmen 
Ephbaim  Wesson  )     for  Haverhill 

Personally  appeared  the  above  named  James  Bayley  and  Ephraim  Wesson 
and  made  Solemn  oath  that  they  acted  faithfully  and  Impartially  in  Taking 
the  above  account  before  Cha»  Johnston  Town  Clerk 

Haverhill  Octo'"  26='^  1775 

Private  stock  of  gun  Powder  six  pounds 

Town  stock  of  Powder  fifty  pound 


HAWKE, 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hampshire.  Agreeable  to  your  Orders 
whe  have  Numbred  the  Parsons  in  the  Parish  of  Hawke  and  the  Fire 
Arms  and  the  Powder  and  it  tis  as  Follows 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  129 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  76 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  26 

Parsons  gone  in  the  Army  ,  13 

All  Females  260 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  — 

Fire  Arras  52 

Powder  9 

Reuben  Bachelber  )  Selectmen 

504  Edward   Eastman  /  of 

Joseph  Clifford  Savborx  )      Hawke. 

Provence  of         ) 

New  Hampshire  >  Hawke  September  19'*"  1775 

Rockingham  ss  )  Then  the  aBove  Named  Reuben  Bachelder  Edward  East- 
man Joseph  Clifford  Sanborn  Selectmen  of  Hawke  Parsonelly  appeared  and 
made  Solera  oth  that  in  the  above  Collomes  Contains  a  Just  and  True  ac- 
compt  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  Hawke  and  Fier  armes  and  Powder 
fworn  before 

me  Moses  Colbey  parish  Clerk. 


HENNIKER. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  117 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  67 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  15 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  9 

All  Females  158 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  1 

347 
Armes  40     Powder  none 

Henniker  Sep"'  y  15'*>  1775. 

In  obedience  to  your  Req'  we  have  taken  a  true  Number  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  this  Town  and  armes,  and  have  set  them  in  their  Coliuinn,  according 
to  your  directions,  we  have  made  Sarch  for  Powder  but  tind  there  is  none  of 
any  Value 

From  yours  to  sarve 

.Joseph  Kimball   /  Selectmen  for 
Aarox  Adams       (     Henniker 
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HOLLIS. 


An  Exact  Return  of  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hollis  Agreeable  To 
the  Requision  of  the  Provincial  ConE;rP88  August  ye  25  1775  Together  With 
the  Number  of  fire  armes  and  Powder  Ac 


Males  under  IH  years  of  age 

Males  from  IH  to  50 

All  males  above  50 

All  in  the  Army 

Ail  Females 

NeRToes  and  Slaves  for  Life 


Men  capabal  of  using  arms 

Fire  arms 

Wanting  to  compleatone  for  each  man 

Powder  Pri vat  Property 


306 

174 

71 

m 

640 
4 

1255 

223 

131 
92 
111  Pounds 


N.  B.     We  have   Lost  ten  men  in  the  army  that  are  not  included  in  the 
above  Return 

Noah  Worcksteh 
Hollis  September  Stephen  Ames 

ye  25,  1775  Jacob  Jewktt 

Oliver  Lawrence 

To  the  Honourable 
Commity  of  Safety  for 
the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire 


Select- 

•  men  of 

Hollia 


HOPKINTON. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age 

Persons  gone  in  the  army 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life 


332 

100 

30 

42 

519 

2 

1086 


Guns  that  are  wanting  are  fifty  six 
Powder  six  pounds  in  town 

The  above  account  taken  by  us  the  subscribers  is  true  errors  excepted 

Jonathan  Straw  I  Selectmen  for 
Isaac  Chandler  \     Hopkinton 


KEENE. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  Keene  Octo^''  25  1775  in  Complyence  to  a. 
Recommend  from  the  Honorable  Provintial  Consress  of  Aueust  25,  1775  We 
here  Transmitt  a  True  account  of  the  Number  of  Souls,  fire  arms  gun  Pow- 
der &c  in  the  town  of  Keen. 


746                       PROVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  [1776, 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  174 

Males  from  16  years  to  50,  not  In  the  Army  l^O 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  age  24 

Persons  in  the  army  31 

All  females  387 

756 

fire  arms  72 

Gun  Powjler  Privit  Stock  22  lb 

Guns  wanting  92 

Town  Stock  of  Powder  90  lb 
N.  B.    No  Negroes  nor  Slaves  for  life 

Benja  Osgood  {  Selectmen 

Tho's  Bakeb  J   of  Keene 


KINGSTON. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  214 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  155 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  67 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army            *  27 

All  Females  491 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  7 

961 

Fire  Arms  127 

Powder  35  lb 

In  compliance  with  the  above  Request  we  the  Subscribers  Selectmen  or 
Kingston  bave  taken  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  the 
first  parish  in  said  Town  together  with  an  account  of  their  Arms  &,  Ammu- 
nition as  represented  in  the  above  Columns. 

Abraham  French 

Amos  Gale 
John  Wadleigh 

Rockingham  Ss.  Kingston  November  "» 10"^  1775  then  the  above  Named 
select  Men  Personally  appeared  and  made  Solem  Oath  to  the  above  Number* 

Before  me  Jacob  Hook 

Justs  Peac, 


LANCASTER. 

The  Number  of  all  the  Souls  in  Lancaster  taken  Sep'  22«i  1775.—  By  Cap^ 
Edw*^  Bucknam. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  17 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  15 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  age  — 

Parsons  gone  in  the  army  2 

All  Females                                                               ,  27 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  00 

61 

8  Guns  fit  for  use  7  Guns  wanting  11"^  Powder. 

Edw''  Bucknam,  Selectman, 
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Lancaster  Sep^  22<i  1775. 
Then  Parsonaly  appeared  the  above  named    Capt.  Edw*  Bucknam  and 
made  oath  of  the  truth  of  the  above  Written  Instrument 

Before  8eth  Wales  Jus'  peace. 


LOUDON. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  90 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  85 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  9 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  3 

All  females  161 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  1 

349 

According  to  the  Notification  Sent  to  the  Parish  of  Loudon  we  have  taken 
a  true  Number  of  the  peopel  to  the  Best  of  our  Judgment. 
Loudon  October  zT^^  1775. 

Nathax  Bachelder  )    Selectmen 
Jonathan  Clough     \  for  Loudon. 

Loudon  October  2V^  1775. 

Jonathan  Clough  Selectman  for  Loudon  Personely  apeaired  and  maid 
Solom  oath  to  the  above  Instrument  of  Numbering  the  Peop  to  the  best  of 
his  Judgment. 

Before  me  Nathan  Batchelder,  Just  pe. 

Loudon  October  27,  1775. 

We  haf  taken  the  Number  of  Firelocks  and  thare  is  49  Fit  For  use.  Want- 
ing 36. 

Nathan  Bachelder  )   Selectmen 


Jonathan  Clough     )  for  Loudon. 


(for 


LANDAFF. 


Landaff  September  12«h  1775. 

In  compliance  with  the  Resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  we  have 
taken  an  exact  account  of  all  the  Inhabitance^of  this  Town  which  is  as  fol- 
loweth 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  14 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  8 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  2 

gon  in  the  army  1 

Females  16 

Negroes  Slaves  0 

Sum  Total  40 

The  above  is  an  exact  account  of  all  the  Inhabitance  to  (viz)  of  every  SouJ 
in  the  Town  of  Landaff 

Testpr  Jos.  Warner  (  Select 

JosiAH  Stow  )     men. 
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Landaff  Sept.  12,  A.  D.  1775  then  parsonnally  appeared  the  above  written 
-Selectmen  and  made  Solom  Oath  that  the  above  account  is  a  true  account  of 
every  Soul  in  Landaif  and  is  Represented  as  Directed  by  Provincial  Congress 
before  me 

Nath'  Hovey  Town  Clark. 

Landaff  SepP'  12i»»  1775 
A  Return  of  Arms  and  Ammunition 
One  Gun 

Powder  Eight  &  half 
three  of  Lead 
two  Duszen  of  flints 


MORRISTOWN. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  10 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  inclusive  not  in  the  Army    5 
All  males  above  50  years  of  age  0 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  1 

All  Females  1» 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  0 

29 

3  Guns,  3  lb  and  1-3  of  Powder 
10  Pound  of  Led  and  20  flints 

The  Above  is  an  exact  Account  of  the  Souls  that  belong  to  Morristown 
and  of  Arms  &  Aminition 

Test  Jacob  Schoff. 

Landaff  Sep''  20 :  1775 

Then  Parsonnally  apeared  the  above  writer  Jacob  Schoff  and  made  Solom 
-oath  that  the  above  account  is  a  true  account  of  all  the  Souls  in  Morristown 

Before  ma  Nath'^  Hovey  Town  Clark 


LEBANON. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  8C 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  91 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  13 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  2 

All  Females  156 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  0 

Sum  Total    347 

New  Hampshire  County  of  Grafton  Lebanon  Sep^^  11*  1775 
These  may  Certifie,  that  we  the  subscribers,  pursuant  to  the  above  Request 
of  the  Hon'''*  Congress,  have  proceeded  to  take  an  Exact  ace'  of  the  number 
of  souls,  within  the  Limits  of  Lebanon  aforesaid  &  made  proper  Entry 
thereof  in  the  above  Coilum  according  to  their  several  Denominations  as 
Specified  at  the  head  of  each  Ccllum 

Gunpowder  in  said  Lebanon  60  lb  the  one  half  Delivered  out  to  minute 
men  in  said  Lebanon  &  the  other  half  Remains  as  a  stock  in  said  Town. 

NeHEMIAH   EsTABROOK     )  c„i„-» 

Jno  Wheatley  ?    1!„ 

JoH*  Griswold  )    ^^^ 
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LEK. 

By  order  of  Matthew  Thornton  E»q  Preiident  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
in  New  Hampshire,  An  Exact  Number  taken  of  the  Inhabitant*  of  the  Parish 
of  Lee  Swptember  1775  as  follows : 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  236 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  147 

Ail  males  above  50  years  of  Age  58 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  12 

All  Females  497 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  (3  males  1  femaU)  4 

954 
Fire  arms  in  the  hands  of  119 

Fire  arms  wanting  51 

Weight  of  Powder  in  the  hands  of  51  lb 

Stock  in  the  Parish  of  Powder  24  lb 

October  2<'  1775  Then  Hercules  Mooney  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Lee  made 
solemn  Oath  that  he  had  faithfully  A  impartially  taken  the  above  ace'  before 

E,  Thompson,  J.  P. 


LEMPSTER. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  43 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  31 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  1 

All  Females  4© 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

128 

Fire  arms  belonging  to  the  town  of  Leraster  seventeen,  the  Number  want- 
ing Eighteen  this  is  a  true  account  according  to  the  above  Request 

test 

Elijah  Bingham  I  selectmen. 
Elijah  Fonk?       5 


LITCHFIELD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  *2 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  army  44 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  19 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  13 

All  Females  136 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  10 

284 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire  I 

Hillsboro'  ss  )  Litchfield  6"^  October  1775 

Pursuant  to  Recommendation  fiom  the  Hon""  Provincial  Congress  bearing 
Date  the  25^^  August  1775,  directed  to  us  the  subscribers  Select  Men  of  said 
Town  (the  other,  viz.  Capt.  John  Parker  beins;  in  the  array)  we  have  taken 
an  Exect  account,  and  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  our  District,  as  set 
forth  in  the  above  Columns,  all  which  we  humbly  report  to  the  Honble  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  said  Colony  &  is  the  return  of 


Robert  Darrah    I  c^io^f™..., 
Samuel  Chase       }  Selectmen 
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Litchfield  aforesaid  6"»  October  1775. 

Then  the  said  Robert  Darrah  and  Samuel  Chase  personally  appeared  and 
being  duly  sworn  made  Solemn  Oath  to  the  Fidelity  and  Impartiality  of  the 
above  Return. 

Coram 

Wyseman  Claget  J.  P. 

Litchfield  Q^^  October  1775. 

Pursuant  to  a  Requisition  of  the  Hon'^'*  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New 
Hampsliire,  we  the  Subscribers  Selectmen  for  said  Town,  do  agree  to  report, 
and  according  Do  report  That  the  Number  of  Fire  arms  within  Our  District 
fit  for  Use  amounts  to  39,  and  Eight  more  are  wanting.  That  the  Quantity 
of  Powder  in  said  Town  amounts  to  28  lb  or  thereabouts,  and  no  Public 
Stoclc  hitherto,  Altho  money  has  been  raised  for  that  purpose,  and  advanced, 
but  no  Powder  to  be  had,  that  we  know  of. 
The  Return  of 

RoBT  Darrah     (^  Selectmen  for 
Samuel  Chase    <    Litchfield. 


LONDONDERRY. 

Londonderry  Sep^  25,  1775. 

Gentelman  agreeable  to  your  Requisison  we  have  Taken  the  Number  of  all 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  Which  we  Remitt  to  your  Honnours  in  the  Fol- 
lowing Coloms  — 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age 

Males  from  16  to  50  Not  in  the  Army 

All  Males  above  50 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life 


618 
404 
157 

66 
1316 

29 


And  the  Number  of  Fire  arms  is 

and  the  Number  of  Fire  arms  Wanting 

To  Compleat  Every  man  that  we  Judge 

File  to  use  them  is 
and  the  Quantity  of  Powder  as  Takes 

In  Each  mans  house 
Town  Stock  None 

We  are  Gentelmen  your  Humble  Servents 
Mo"  Barnett 
Sam"  Allison 
John  Bell 
Will™  Duncan 
Hugh  Montgomery 


2690 

283 

183 
132  3-4 


Selectmen  for 
Londonderry. 


LYME. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  '                       67 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  61 

All  males  above  fifty  years  of  Age  10 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  8 

All  Females  hq 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  •    0 


Total    252 
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No  of  the  Fire  arms  in  the  Town  of  Lime  Fit  For  use  30  Jk  Find  Wantina 
To  Compleat  one  For  Each  Parson  31  Town  Stock  of  Powder  38  lb  No  ori- 
Tate  Stock.  '     ^ 

Teat  JONA.  Child    I  „  i 

Jos  Skinner    ^  *«Iect  Men 


LYNDEBOROUGH. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  201 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  103 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  34 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  27 

All  Females  343 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  000 

713 

Lyndeborough  December  y«  19">  1775. 
Hillsborough  ss.     Pursuant  to  the  within  we  the  Selectmen  of  the  above 
s^Town  have  Numbered  the  Souls  Residing  in  this  Town  and  find  them  as  ia 
within  S ? 

att  Francis  Epes  )      Selectmen 

JOSIAH   VYOODBURY     >  of 

Nathax  Pearson     )  Lyndeborough 


MADBURY. 


Males  under  16  years  of  age  164 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  117 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  38 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  7 

All  Females                                                       ■  345 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  6 


677 

Fire  Arms  78    Powder  60  pounds  in  the  hands  of  Individuals    Publick 
Stock  60    62  arms  wanting  to  compleat  one  for  Every  Person  fit  to  use  them 
Madbury  September  the  11  Day  1775 

John  Demerit  (  c  i    ., 

Jonathan  Meserve  \  Selectmen 
Sworn  to  before  E.  Thompson 


MARLOW. 


Males  '.inder  16  years  of  Age  58 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  45 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  8 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  9 

All  Females  91 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  00 

207 
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Ther«  is  wanting  of  Guns  Twenty  Six  that  each  Parson  may  hav«  one  that 
is  under  fifty  &  about  16  Powder  and  Lead  and  flint  are  ail  wanting  to  sopiej 
the  whole  forty-flve. 

Th«re  is  27  Parsons  Numbered  in  Stoderd  Consisting  of  six  females 

Sam'l  Gustin  )      Select 

Nathan  Hctntlky  >     men  of 
'  Eben  Lewis  )    Marlow 

Marlow  July  31«  A.  D.  1775 

We  haye  been  Informed  that  the  Honnorebel  Congress  of  this  Provence  or 
New  Hampshire  have  Sent  word  to  the  New  Towns  In  this  Provence  to  send 
them  an  account  of  what  abel  and  effective  men  for  Baring  armes  there  ware 
In  Each  Town  and  how  they  are  furnished  with  armes  &  aminission  for  to 
Defend  our  Selves  and  the  Countrey  and  we  being  willing  to  submit  ourselves- 
to  the  Defensive  Service  Both  with  our  Parsons  and  Entrust  and  to  be  in 
Such  a  Sur  cum  Stance  that  we  may  be  Sarvicebel  we  have  taken  an  acount 
of  what  men  there  is  in  our  Town  that  are  Capabel  of  Exesising  them  selves 
in  the  Defensive  Sarvice  and  the  folowing  acount  is  the  Number  that  want 
military  So  pleys  hopeing  the  Honorabel  Congress  is  Both  abel  and  willing  to- 
help  us  to  the  same.  There  is  Forty  Seven  Men  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Marlow  in  New  Hampshire  effective  men  Fit  to  Bear  arms  and  there  is  Nine 
of  said  men  in  the  Sarvice  Volunteers  in  Colonel  Stark's  Regiment  and  Col- 
one!  Reed's  at  or  near  Boston  and  there  is  Twenty  six  of  said  Men  that  have 
No  Arms  Fit  For  War  and  there  is  No  ammunition  in  the  Town  and  none 
that  the  Inhabitants  Can  Procure  unless  the  provincial  Congress  have  A 
Store  or  Can  Procure  A  Store  For  this  and  the  Neighbouring  Towns  We  shall 
not  Be  Able  To  Defend  Ourselves  in  Case  the  Indians  attack  the  Upper 
Towns  nor  Go  on  Any  Sudden  Emergency  to  Defend  the  Lower  Towns 

Samll  Gustin  )    Selectmen 

Nathan  Huktley  >  of 

£bex  Lkwi»  )      Marlow.. 


MASON. 


The  number  of  all  the  Persons  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Masou. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  148 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  86 

All  males  .50  years  of  age  12 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  27 

All  Females  227 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  1 

501 

James  Weethee  and  Joseph  Meriam  Select  men  for  the  Town  of  Mason 
appeared  before  me  and  made  oath  that  according  to  Examination  and  infor- 
mation they  have  truly  and  imparshally  Numbered  all  the  males  and  Females 
in  the  Town  of  Mason  :  Joseph  Barrett 

Town  Clerk. 

in  Obedience  to  the  Provintiai  CoDgress 

The  number  of  guns  in  this  Town  is  48  and  Pounds  of  Powder  14  1-2. 
The  Number  of  those  that  have  not  guns  is  49. — Mason  October  y*  30*'^  1776. 
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MEREDITH. 

A  Return  of  the  Several  luliabititnts  of  the  lowu  of  Meredith  %o  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  the  Colony  ot  New  Hampthire  taken  agr««abla  to  th« 
order  of  the  Congress  of  said  Colony. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  70 

Males  from  10  years  of  ai^e  to  50  not  in  the  Army  50 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  7 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  and  at  home  on  furloo  10 

All  females  122 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 


Meredith  October  y«  19"'  1776 


259 

William  Mka.d  J    Selectmen  of 

Nathanibl  Robinson   (  said  Meredith 


StrafiTord  ss  Meredith  October  the  20"*  Then  the  above  Named  William 
Mead  and  Nathaniel  Robinson  Personally  made  oath  their  fidelity  and  Im- 
partiality in  making  the  above  Return  of  tha  several  Inhabitants  of  said 
meredith  by  them  Subscribed  Sworn  before  me 

Ekenezer  Smith  Justice  Peace. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire  the  Return 
of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Meredith  in  s"*  Colony  we  tiud  by  Examina- 
tion that  in  said  town  there  is  thirty  guns  or  tire  armes  tit  for  Service  and 
that  Eleven  more  has  been  carried  from  here  by  our  Soldiers  to  the  Continen- 
tal Army  and  that  there  is  twenty  six  more  wanting  to  supply  each  man  with 
one  that  is  capable  of  using  the  same  and  as  to  Powder  we  have  50  pound  in 
Stock  one  hundred  wait  of  Lead  &  12  Duzen  of  guuliint  in  stock  but  what  ia 
in  private  bands  is  so  small  a  Quantity  that  it  is  not  worth  mentioning  here 

Eb'knezeb  Smith  )  Select  men 

William  Mead  >       of  said 

Nathaniel  Robinson   )     Meredith 

Meredith  Oct  ye  19  1776. 


MIDDLETOWN. 

A  list  of  the  number  of  Souls  in  Middletown  in  the  County  of  Strafford 
&  Province  of  New  Hampshire 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  72 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  array  40 

Males  above  50  years  of  Age  7 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  6 

All  Females  108 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

Total     233 

The  above  account  was  taken  by  W™  Buzzell  and  Sworn  to  Before  Simon 
Dearborn  Just  Peace.  There  is  in  Middletown  27  fire  arms  fit  for  use  and 
20  wanting  &  4  lb  of  Powder,  the  above  account  was  taken  by  William  Buz- 
xell  one  of  the  Selectmen  for  Middletown 

48 
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MONADNOCK  No.  5,  (now  Marlboro). 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  104 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  54 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  age  2 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  (out  of  which  no  2  are  dead)   16 
All  Females  US 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

322 

Monadnock  No.  5  Ocf  31  1775. 
In  Obiediance  to  the  Directions  herein  given,  we  have  taken  a  true  ac- 
count of  all  the  persons  belonging  to  this  place  and  have  Set  the  same  Down 
in  the  CoUums  above  also  an  ace'  of  Fire  arms  fit  for  Use  (viz)  26  &,  the 
number  wanting  is  28.  Powder  5  1-2  lb  those  persons  that  are  gone  in  the 
army  have  furnished  themSelves  with  Fire  Armes. 

Bevja  Tpcker  )      '  Selectmen  of 
Elipha  Stone     S  Monadnock  No.  5 


NEW  BOSTON. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  164 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  98 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  27 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  20 

All  Females  256 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  4 

569 
Provence  of  New  Hampshire  )  September  16^^  A.  D.  1775 
Hillsborough  ss  5      Ninian  Clark,  John  Cochran  and  James 

Willson  Select  Men  for  the  Town  of  New  Boston  Made  Solomn  oath  that 
the  numbers  as  they  are  set  down  in  each  Column  above  is  a  just  and  true 
Return  of  all  the  souls  in  said  New  Boston  as  Given  in  to  them 

Before  William  Clark  Just  Peace. 


NEW  BRITTAIN  (now  Andover.) 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  56 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  38 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  5 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  3 

All  Females  77 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

179 

The  number  of  the  fire  arms  twenty  seven  we  are  destitute  of  Powder  and 
ball  as  to  a  town  Stock  or  Privet  Stoers. 

Joseph  Sevekens 
Thos  Blake 
Selectmen  of  New  Brittan 

the  abouf  Xamed  Parsons  Parsonally  apered  and  mad  oth  that  this  was  a 
true  and  Just  account    Before  me  Paul  Smith  Marstan  town  Clark 

New  britton  Septembor  the  19  1775 
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NEW   CASTLE. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  101 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  86 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  38 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  — 

All  Females  221 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  9 

449 

Colony  of  New  ^ 

Hampshire  V      Ports™"  February  15"i  1776 

Rockingham  ss  j  Then  Capt.  John  Swispoon  and  Henry  Prescott  Esq^  ap- 
peared and  made  Solemn  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above  ace'  of  the  Inhab- 
itants in  New  Castle  Taken  by  those  Persons  the  IS^^  of  September  Last 
1775 

Coram  H.  Wentworth  Just  Peace 

An  exact  account  of  the  Fire  arms  fit  for  L''se  and  the  Powder  in  the  Town 
of  New  Castle  Taken  the  18"»  Day  of  Septem""  1775,  by  the  Select  men  of 
said  Town,  agreeable  to  an  order  from  the  Provincial  Congress,  —  viz  — 
Sixty  Three  Fire  Arms  and  Sixty  Eight  Pounds  of  Powder. 

A  true  Copy  taken  from  the  Town  Minutes 

Henry  Prescott  Clk 
Febry  19">  1776. 


NEW   CHESTER  (now  Hill). 

N.  Chesf  Septembr  O'l  1775 

Whereas  it  is  Recommended  to  us  Necessary  that  an  exact  account  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Several  Towns  within  this  Colony  Should  Be  Transmitted 
to  the  Congress  in  obedience  there  to  we  have  taken  an  exact  account  as  have 
Been  Given  to  us  By  the  heads  of  the  families  Belonging  to  the  same  or 
those  knowing  thereto 

Males  L'^nder  16  years  of  age  66 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  32 

All  Males  above  50  j'ears  of  age  5 

Persons  gone  in  the  Arniv  5 

All  Females                       '  88 

Slaves  none  in  the  town  00 

196 

The  number  of  fire  arms  Fit  for  use  within  this  Town  26 
The  number  of  fire  arms  wanting  in  this  town  11  all  the  powder  in  th* 
Town  not  more  than  two  or  three  pounds  this  from  your  Humble  Servants 

Carr  Hu9e  }       Select  men 

Rob't  Forsith    S  For  N.  Chester 
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NEW   DURHAM. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  70 

Males  from  16  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  60 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  15 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  6 

All  females  144 

Negroes  1 

286 
genes    guns  f  27 

New  Durham  September  y«  27  177i 

this  is  to  Inform  your  honour  that  We  hare  No  Town  Stock  of  poder  We 
woant  twenty  Gones  [guns] 

John  Bennett      )  Select- 
Ebenezer  Deew  5    men 

Etested  to  before  me  Jonathan  Foleom 

Town  Clark 


NEW  DURHAM  GORE. 

Sept  26  1775  the  Number  of  Souls  in  ye  Gore 

Males  under  16  years  of  age                                                  Sft 

Males  from  16  to  50  20 

Males  above  50  1 

feemales  44 
None  in  the  sarvice 

the  hoU  number  100 


No  Poweder  and  ball  in  y«  Gore 
fire  arms  wanted  10 


By  Jacob  Chamberlin 


NEW   GRANTHAM. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  11 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  array  20 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  1 

All  Females  37 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  1 


To  the  Honourable  y«  Provincial  Congress  for  Colony  y*  of  New  Hamp 
shire  Gentlemen,  I  being  appointed  and  under  oath  by  y^  Selectmen  of  Plain 
field  agreeable  to  y®  above  requisition  and  have  taken  y«  number  of  ye  Inhab- 
itants which  is  agreeable  to  y«  above  Schedule  and  also  of  y«  fire  arms  in  s'^ 
tow»  which  are  but  two  fit  for  use  and  Eighteen  granting  powder  we  have  not 
any  Abel  Stevens 

New  Grantham  October  y®  2'*  1775 
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CENSUS. 


757 


NEW   HOLDERNESS. 

Prorince  of 

New  hampshire 
New  holderness 
Sep'y«26H»  1775 

An  exact  account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  Within 
this  town  according  to  the  order  of  Congress  dated  August  25"»  1776. 
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172 

Ocf  n'*"  1775  Then  Andrew  Baker  &  Bryan  Sweeney  Two  of  the  Select  o 
the  Town  of  New  Holderness  made  oath  To  their  fidelity  of  this  Liit. 

Before  me 

Sam  Sheperd  Town  Clerk. 
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NEWINGTON. 

October  1775  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Town  of  Newington  &  Arms 
Missing 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age 

Males  from  16  years  to  50 

All  males  above  50 

Men  in  the  army 

Females 

Negro  Slares  for  Life 


Arms  missing 
Powder  in  Both  Stocks 
Fire  arms  in  Stock 


97 
90 
34 

& 

266 
39 

532 

20 
60 
93 


The  above  account  is  given  according  to  Directing  from  the  Congress 
from  Exeter  in  a  Convention  held  in  said  town  to  the  best  of  our  capacity. 
We  subscribe  our  name 

Joseph  Adams  i  Selectmen 

Ephraim  Pickering    >  of 

Tim't  Dame  S  Newington 


NEW   MARKET. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life 


322 

212 

50 

30 

658 

17 

1289 


Agreeable  to  the  within  orders,  we  the  Subscribers  have  carefully  taking 
the  Account  of  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  New  Market. 


Tho's  Tash 
Samll  Pease 
JosiAH  Adams 


Select  Men 


Town  of  New  Market 

New  Market  Nov""  IS'*"  1775. 


NEWPORT. 

Colony  of  ) 

New  Hampshire  )  Newport  Scpf  19'h  1775 

Whereas  a  Resolve  pass'd  the  Honorable  Provincial  Congress  August  25*- 
1775  Recommending  that  the  Select  men  of  the  several  Towns  &c  in  said 
Colony  take  an  exact  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  their  respective  districts 
including  every  soul  in  the  same  in  Seperate  Columns,  in  Compliance  to  the- 
foregoing  requisition  the  following  Schedule  is  presented  by  the  Selectmen 
of  Newport  aforesaid. 


1776.] 


CENSUS. 


759 


Males  under  16  years  of  age 

Males  from  16  y«  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army 

All  Females 

Fire  arms  fit  for  Use 

Powder 


\ 


JosiAH  Stevens 
Aaron   Buel 
Jesse  Lane 


To  the  Honorable  Comm" 

of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire 


46 
39 

4 

1 

67 
14 
2  pounds 

167 

Select  Meo 

ot 

Newport 


NOTTINGHAM  WEST. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  For  the  Province-of  New  Hamp- 
shire 

Gentlemen  In  Compliance  to  Resolve  of  Congress  at  Exeter  we  have  taken 
an  Exact  acount  of  Every  Soul  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Nottingham 
West  (viz) 

Males  under  16  is 

Males  from  16  to  50 

Males  above  50  is 

Persons  in  the  Army 

Females  is 

Slaves  is 


168 

100 

36 

22 

319 

4 


Total     649 


25  lb 

66 
32 


N.  B.     the  Quantity  of  Powder  taken  by  Estimation  as  near 

as  Possible  is 

Guns  fit  for  use 
Guns  wanting  is 

The  above  acount  taken  by  us  this  2<i  day  of  October  1775 

John  Haseltine,  Jun  )        Selectmen  of 
Asa  Davis  5  Nottingham-West. 

Nottingham-west  October  4"^  1775  This  day  Personaly  appeared  before 
me  the  subscriber  the  above  Named  Selectmen  and  made  Oath  to  the  contents 
of  the  above  Number  of  Souls  taken  by  them  to  be  a  true  account. 

Before  me  Sam'  Greele  Town  Clerk 


NOTTINGHAM. 

.Males  under  16  years  of  Age 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  .")0  not  iu  the  .Vrmy 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age 

Persons  gone  in  the  .Array 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life 


268 

165 

26 

22 

502 

16 


199 
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The  Number  of  Fire  arms  in  the  Town  of  Nottingham  is  101  the  Number 
wanting  to  Compleat  one  for  every  parson  fit  to  bear  arms  68  Powder  in  the 
Inhabitants  Hand  of  theire  Property  42  lb  &  3-4  In  the  Inhabitants  Hand  of 
the  Colony  Stock  30  lb  &  3-4  in  the  Selectman's  Hand  of  the  Colony  Stock 
22  lb  &  1-2  Town  Stock  None. 

Per  Tho  Bartlett  Selectman 

Sep.i'  S^  1775. 

Colony  of  New  Hampshire  )  Nottingham  Sept  ll'*»  1775 

Rockingham  ss  )      Then  Thomas   Bartlet  personally  appearing 

made  Solemn  Oith  that  he  had  taken  the  above  accompt  according  to  the 
above  Recommend  with  Fidelity  and  Impartiality  sworn  before  me 

Benjamin  Butler  Justice  of  Peace. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 

the  Number  of  all  the  Souls  in  Northumberland  taken  Sept™  16  1775  By 
Joteph  Peverly  Beq"" 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  9 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army                20 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  2 

Parsons  gone  in  the  Army  0 

All  Females  19 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  Life  00 


60 


7  Guns  fit  for  use  and  10  lb  of  Powder  lf>  Guns  wanting. 


NORTHWOOD. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  85 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  57 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  6 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  10 

All  Females  155 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  0 

313 

Powder  10  pound*. 

Samuel  Johnson 
Sherbuu  Blake 

North  wood  August  18'*>  1775  an  exact  aCount  of  the  fire  arms  and  of  those 
that  are  wanting  and  there  is  thirty  six  fire  arms  —  36  and  there  is  sixteen 
fire  arms  wanting  —  16 

Dun  by  us 

Samuel  Johksox  }  Selek- 
Sherbun  Blake    \    men 

Rockingham  Ss.  September  26">  1775  then  Samuel  Johnson  Shurborn 
Blaike  Selectmen  for  North  wood  all  personaly  appeared  and  mad  Solemn 
oath  that  they  have  taken  an  Exact  Number  of  all  the  males  and  feraalles  in 
the  parish  of  North  wood  persuent  to  a  Warrant  from  the  Congress. 

Sworn  before  Increas  Bat 

Parish  Clark. 


1775.] 


CENSUS. 


NORTH  HA\rPTON. 
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Males  under  16  years  of  asje  ^^'-^ 

Males  from  16  years  of  a??e  to  50  not  in  the  army  07 

all  males  above  50  years  of  age  -"^^ 

Persons  iione  in  the  army  24 

All  Females  "^ 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  Lif«  ** 


Guns 


652 
122 


Powder  in  this  Place  «6  lb 

Ageable  to  the  Kecommendation  of  the  Houreble  Congress  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Hampshire  we  the  Select  Men  of  North  Hampton  have  Don  Accor- 
ding to  above  Meutchin  Reeiiuest  we  find  15  Men  not  capable  of  using  arms 
50  Pounds  of  Powder  in  Stock. 

David  Makston       ) 
Benjamin  Leavitt  >  Selectmen. 
■John  Lamprky.         ) 


NEWTOWN. 


The  Noumber  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  131 

Males  from  16  to  50  years  of  age  96 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  age  30 

Persons  in  the  army  8 

Ail  Females  283 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  2 

540 

Newtown  September  6'"  y«  1775. 

Then  Mr.  Mathias  Bartlet  and  Francis  Chase  Jun  Selectmen  for  Newtown 
appeared  Before  me  and  give  oath  that  the  above  account  to  be  True  Numbers. 

Samuel  Hoit,  Town  Clerk. 

The  Number  of  the  Fire  Arms  in  Newton  42 

The  number  what  is  wanting  39 

The  Noumber  of  the  Quakers  fire  arms  9 

Wanting  ^ 


ORFORD. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  60 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  42 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  Age  7 

Persons  <:one  in  the  army  5 

All  Females  106 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  2 

Sum  Total  222 
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Fire  armes  fit  for  use  thirteen  the  number  wanting  to  compleat  one  for 
Each  Person  Capable  of  using  them  Twenty-i  ine  nither  Pouder  Led  nor 
flints  in  any  particular  Persons  hands  Town  Stock  of  Pouder  thirty  Pounds. 
The  above  is  a  true  and  Exact  account  of  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Orford  and  their  age  as  above  is  Set  Down  and  Ouer  Surconstances 
Respecting  armes  and  ammonision. 

Da:n^  Tillotson  (  Select  Men 
Atest  Jon*  Sawyer       j   in  Orford. 

Sept^  15*i»  1775. 


PETERBOROUGH. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  139 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Array  77 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  23 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  25 

All  Females  277 

Negroes  and  Slaves  fer  Life  8 

549 

Fire  arms  23 


PETERBOROUGH  SLIP. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  31 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  17 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  1 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  6 

All  Females  '52 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  0 

Total  147 

Fire  arms  '  7 

September  ye  7"^  1775. 

Then  the  Select  men  of  the  Town  of  Peterborough  mad  Oath  that  accor- 
ding to  the  within  Precept  they  have  Enlr<^'  an  Exact  account  of  all  the  In- 
habitants and  tire-arms  in  s^  town  according  to  there  Best  Judgment 

Before  Sam'  Mitchel  T"  Clark. 

September  y^  7"^  1775. 

Then  the  Selectmen  of  Peterboroug  Slip  made  Oath  that  according  to  the 
within  Precept  they  have  Ent*'  an  Exact  account  ot  all  the  Inhabitants  and 
fire  arms  in  s'  Peterboroug  Slip  according  to  their  Best  Judjment. 

Before  Sam'  Mitchel  T"  Clark. 
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PEMBROKE. 

The  number  of  tlie  Inhabitants  of  Pembroke  in  Iht  County  of  Rockingham 
A  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  179 

Males  from  16  years  of  A^'o  to  50  not  in  the  Army  114 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  33 

Persons  jjone  in  the  Army  28 

All  Females  388 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  7 

Total  744 

The  above  Taken  by  us  the  Subscribers  Sept  y«  30"^  1775. 

Richard  Bartlett     ) 

David  Abbot  >     Selectmen 

David  Oilman  ) 

Province  of  NewHamp* )  October  the  16"'  1775  then  Richard  Bartlett  Esq"" 
Rockinshain  Ss.  )  David  Gilman  Gent,  and  David  Abbot  aforenamed 

Selectmen  for  Pembroke  in  said  County  Severally  made  Solemn  Oath  (that 
Pursuant  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  20^^  of  August 
1775)  that  the  afore  goin  Return  by  them  subscribed  is  an  Exact  account  & 
number  of  all  the  Inhabitance  of  said  Pembroke  in  manner  as  above  Dis- 
cribed  as  taken  Severally  by  them  with  fidelity  and  without  partiality. 

Coram  Walter  Bfyant  Jus«  Pacis. 


PERRY'S  TOWN  (now  Sutton.) 

The  exact  account  of  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Perryes  Town 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  39 

from  sixteen  years  of  Age  To  fifty  years  of  age  22 

from  Fifty  years  of  age  and  upwards  05 

gon  In  the  army  04 

Females  —  Two  without  any  age  2 

Females  .58 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  0 

130 

Guns  fit  for  use  12 

Guns  wanting  for  Town  17 

Powder  tor  Town  none. 

Bexj»  Wodley 

Warner  September  y«  9"*  Day  1775  then  the  above  named  Benjamin  Wadley 
aceseser  for  Perryes  Town  Personly  appeared  and  after  Being  Duely  Cau- 
tioned made  Solom  oath  To  the  Truth  of  the  above  acount. 

Before  me  Dan'  Flanders  Town  Clerk 
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PELHAM.  *■ 

To  the  Honorable  Committee  of  Safety  For  the  Province  of  Newhamp" 
shire. 

Gentlemen  In  Compliance  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  at  Exeter  we  have 
taken  an  Exact  account  of  Every  Soul  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Pelham  (viz)      "* 

Males  under  16  is  206                        » 

From  16  to  50  is  112                          ' 

Males  above  50  is  40 

Males  in  the  armey  is  29                   |    * 

Females  is  362                    \ 

749  i 

N.  B.     The  Quatity  of  Powder  taken  by  Estimation  as  near  as  Possible       "'' 
is  28  lb 
Guns  fit  for  use  is  110 
Guns  wanting  is  40 


The  above  account  taken  by  us  this   12*  day  of  Sept'  1775.  i   ► 

James  Gibson  )  Selectmen  ^^ 

Amos  Gage  >         of 

P.  RicHABDSON  JuN  )    Pelham. 


Pelham  Sep''  y«  12*'>  1775.    This  day  Personally  and  severally  Appear^  .      i    f 
before  me  the  Subscriber  the  above  Named  Select  men  and  made  oath  to  the 
Contents  of  the  above  Xumber  of  Souls  taken  by  them  to  be  a  true  account.       ! 

Daniel  Barker  Town  CI.  i 


PACKERSFIELD  (now  Nelson). 

Pursuant  to  the  request  of  the  Provential  Congress  in  New  Hamp''  wee 
have  taken  the  number  of  all  the  Inhabetants  of  the  Towne  of  Packersfield 
with  those  gone  in  the  army  &  the  Cuntity  of  Powder  also  the  account  of 
the  fire  arms  fit  for  use  &  those  wanting  to  Complete  one  for  Every  person 
Capable  of  uiing  them  as  Exhibited  in  the  following  Schedule 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  52 

Males  from  16  to  50  years  of  age  34 

Males  above  50  y  of  age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  13 

Females  88 

Negros  &  Slaves  for  Life  00 

186 

fire  arms  fit  for  use  23 

fire  arms  wanting  10 

Powder  6 


Packersfield  October  2"!  1775. 

Elkazer  Twitchell 
John  Spinney 
To  the  Cora"^«  of  Safety  for 
the  Colony  of  New  Hamp' 


Selectmen 


P. 
/ 
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PIERMONT. 


To  Col. 

Israel  Morey  one  of  the  Committee  for  Colony  of  New  hampshire  Pursu- 
ant to  the  Direction  of  the  Provincial  Congress  Received  By  us  the  Sub- 
scribers, Selectmen  in  the  Town  of  Piermont,  We  have  taken    the  Exact 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  in  s''  Town,  Including  every  soul  in  y"*  i^ame 
Males  under  10  years  of  Age  .52 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  28 

Males  above  50  years  of  Age  4 

Parsons  gone  in  the  Army  15 

Females  69 


168 
Fire  arms  now  in  the  Town,  one,  the  Number  of  fire  arras  Wanting  to 
compleat  one  for  Every  Person  capable  of  using  them  thirty  one,  Xeither 
Powder,  Lead  nor  flints  in  any  particular  Persons  hand.  Town  Stock  of 
Powder  sixteen  Pounds.  The  above  is  a  true  and  Exact  account  of  the 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  in  s''  Piermont,  and  their  ages  as  divided 
into  Columns,  and  the  Circumstances  of  a'^  Town  Respecting  arms  and 
ammunition. 

John  Patterson  )  Selectmen 

John  Weed  \        in 

Jonathan  Chandler  )  Piermont. 
Septemb^  18'»>  A.  D.  1775 
Certified  by  us. 

POPLIN. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  153 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  92 

All  males  above  60  years  of  Age  24 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  7 

All  Females  274 

Negroes  and  Slaves  lor  Life  2 

562 
James  Mekrii.l    )  Select 
Enoch  Brown       >  men 
Ezek'l  Godfrbt  )  Poplin 

Rockingham  ss  October  y«  4"»  1776 
Then  James  Merrill  Enoch  Brown  <fe  Ezekiel  Godfrey  personally  appeared 
and  gave  oath  that  they  have  Impartially  in  fidelity  numbered  Every  Soul  id 
the  Parish  of  Poplin  &  find  the  number  hereto  annexed  agreeable  to  thi» 
precept. 

before  me  Zach*  Clough  Jus'  peace 


PORTSMOUTH. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army 

All  Females 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life 


Portsm°  November  S*"  1775. 


George  Habt 
Geo  Gains 
Wm.  Lansdon 


1018 

823 

191 

50 

2373 

140 

4590 
Selectmen 
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Colony  of  New  Hampshire  'Rockingham  3S  Portsmouth  Nov.  6,  1775. 
Then  the  above  named  George  Hart  George  Gains  &  William-  Langdon 
Selectmen  of  said  Portsmouth  personally  appearing  made  solemn  oath  that 
they  had  faithfully  &  impartially  taken  the  Accompt  Exhibited  by  them  on 
the  other  side  of  this  Paper 

Before  Sam'  Penhallow  Justice  Peace 


PLYMOUTH. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army 

All  Females 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  Life 


93 

83 

15 

8 

178 


Total    382 

The  above  is  the  Exact  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Ply- 
mouth in  the  Colony  of  Newhamp"".  The  accont  of  Fire  arms  is  as  has  been 
Transmitted  to  Congress  about  Six  Pounds  of  Gunpowder  private  property. 


Plymouth  October 
20''!  1775. 


Sam'l  Emerson 
James  Harvell 
Thomas  Lucas 


Selectmen 


October  27*  1775  Then  the  above  Named  Sam'  Emerson  James  Harvell  «fe 

Thomas  Lucas  Select  Men  made  oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above  acct 

before  me 

Abel  Webster  Town  Clerk. 


PLAISTOW. 

Province  of  )     To  the  Committee  of  Safty    By  order  of  Congress  we 

Newhampshire     '•  have  taken  an  Exact  acount  of  the  inhabitance  of  Plas- 

Kockingham         )  tow  and  the  Number  of  fier  arras  fite  for  use  and  of 

those  that  are  wanting  and  also  the  Powder  that  is  in  s-^  town  in  the  manner 

as  follows :  Males  under  16  years  of  age  129.     Males  from  16  to  fifty  85      All 

males  above  50  years  of  age  35   Parsons  gone  in  the  Armev  33:  All  females 

288   Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  5:  fire  armes  fite  for  use  46  and  those  that 

are  w^ntmg  39:  and  the  quantity  of  Powder  10  Poun 

the  Blankits  ten  in  Number  to  the  Vallu  of  six  Poi 

money  A  true  Count  from  us 

Plastow  September  y«  18  1775 


■<  and  also  a  Count  of 
?ix  shillings  Lawful 


Sep"-  18«h  1775  the  above  named  David 
to  the  truth  of  acct  before 


David  S 

EZEKIEL 


HNS 

LE 


Select  men 
for  Plastow 


Stevens  &     -i^-kiel  Gile  made  oath 
Joseph  Welch.  Jus  Pae. 
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PLAINFIELD. 

To  the  honorable  Provention  Congress  to  be  holden  at  Exeter  adjourn- 
ment the  22  day  of  this  Instant  Auijust  whare  as  it  hath  plesed  the  said  hon- 
orable Congress  at  y"  ordr  Last  sescions  to  recommt*nd  to  the  Select  men  of 
the  Sevevral  towns  in  this  Province  to  see  what  arraes  wold  be  wanted;  we 
the  Subscribers  haviua;  tai<en  the  burden  on  us  and  we  tind  85  men  and  ;}6  of 
them  has  guns  those  trom  us  the  Subscribers  —  Plaintield  ss  County  of  Ches- 
cher  August  y  16  A.  D.  1775. 

Bex  Kimball 
Thomas  Galleys 
JosiAH  Russell  Jk 
Lemuel  Williams 
Joseph  Kimball 

Males  under  16  78 

Above  16  under  50  83 

Above  50  13 

females  134 

October  y^  25  1775  The  above  is  a  true  account  of  the  Inhabitance  of  the 
town  of  Plaintield  taken  by  us  the  Subscribers 

test  pr  Ben  Kimball         *  Select 

Joseph  Kimball    )   men 


Select- 
men 


RICHMOND. 

The  Number  of  the  Inhabiteace  of  the  town  of  Richmond  is  aa  followeth 

Mails  under  16  years  of  Age  280 

Mails  from  16  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  143 

All  mails  above  50  years  of  Age  16 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  26 

All  Females  395 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  0 

860 

Guns  fit  for  use  56 

Powder  5  lb 

the  number  of  tier  arms  wanting  88 

The  above  Account  taken  by  Us 

Wm.  Goddard  )o_,p„. 

Enoch  White  P^'^'^' 

Daniel  Read  )  ^*" 

Dated  at  Richmond 
September  the  twenty  third  A.  D.  1775  > 


RAYMOND. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  1S7 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  tlie  Army  120 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  Age  24 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  18 

All  Fema;ies  334 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

683 
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"^Rockingham  ss  Raymond  Sep""  the  11«J>  1775  Then  John  Dudley  Esq 
Thomas  Gorden  and  Ebeuezer  Cram  Select  Men  of  said  Raymond  made 
Solom  Oath  to  the  truth  of  the  number  of  the  Persons  Sett  in  the  within 
linef  that  it  Contains  all  the  Persons  Living  in  said  Raymond  to  the  best  of 
their  Knowlidge  before  me  Jon''  Swain.  Parish  Clerk 


RUMNET. 


Pursuant  to  the  Advice  of  Congress  we  the  Subscribers  have  taken  an 
Exact  List  of  the  fire  Arms  in  the  Town  of  Rumney  and  tind  Thirty  one 
Guns  in  said  Town  and  we  also  find  Wanting  Seventeen  Guns  in  said  Town 
to  furnish  the  Inhabitants  thereof  agreeable  to  the  late  law  of  Said  Province. 

Rumnsy  August  19""  1775 

Daniel  Brainerd    (Selectmen 
Alexander  Craig  )  of  Rumney 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  77     • 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  41 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  11 

All  Females  104 
Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  0 

Sum  total    237 

The  above  is  an  impartial  account  of  the   inhbants  of  the  townd  of 
Rumney  taking  by  us  Xo  powder  worth  a  mentising 

Alexander  Craig  1  Select 
Henry  hall  \  Men 

October  y«  28  1775 

Personally  appeared  Alexander  Craige  &  Henry  Hall  Select  of  Rumney 
and  maid  Solem  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  account 

Before  me  Daniel  Brainerd  Justice  peace 


ROCHESTER. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  396 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  303 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age                              '  61 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  26 

All  Females  759 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  3 

1548 

No  Fire  arms  206 

Powder  to  Privites  36  3-4  lb. 

Powder  Town  Stock  36     Do. 

A  true  Account  Taken  by  the  Select  men  of  said  Town  Sep^^  y*  14th  1775, 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire. 
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RYE. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  206 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  uot  in  the  Army  146 

All  Males  above  50  years  ol  age  47 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  15 

All  Females  442 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  14 


870 


Powder  161  Pounds   public  Stock  none  Guns  170. 


Province  of  New  hampshire  ) 

Rockingham  Ss.  )       Rye  August  31"*  1775  then  Decen  Francis 

Jenness  and  Mr.  Nathan  Gorss  appeared  and  Made  oath  to  the  above  Inven- 
tory Before  me  S&m^  Jenness  Justis  Peace. 

N.  B.    21  of  the  above  men  are  not  abel  to  Bare  armes  By  Reson  of  Old 
Age  Being  Crpled. 


SANDWICH. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  81 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  60  not  in  the  Army  46 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  9 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  1 

All  females  .  109 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  life  00 

246 

The  number  of  fire  Locks  tit  for  use  in  Sandwich  is  27.     Th  e  Gun  Powder 
thirty  six  Pound  which  is  in  town  Stock. 

Sandwich  Sep''  20""  1775  the  above  Numbers  were  taken  Carefully  by  ub  in 
Pursuance  of  the  above  order. 

Joshua  Prescut    1    Select  Men  of 


! 


Mark  Jewel  )       Sandwich. 

Sandwich  Sep  20'*»  1776  Then  the  above  Nam<i  Joshua  Prescut  &  Mark 
Jewel  Made  Solemn  Oath  that  the  above  numbers  by  them  Subscribed  to  is 
the  Just  &  true  number  of  j"  Sulos  ages  ife  tire  locks  &  Gun  Powder  found  in 
Sandwich.  Before  Daniel  Beede,  Town  Clerk. 


SANDOWN. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  157 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  93 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  28 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  34 

All  Females  323 

Negroes  &  slaves  for  life  0 

635 

Forty  fier  arms  fit  for  use  and  fifly  Eight  Wonten  —  And  about   Six  or 
Seven  Pound  of  Pouder. 

Joseph  Tilton  )  Selectmen 

Benjamin  Colby  >         of 

David  Moulton  )  Sandown. 

49 
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Province  of  New  Hampshire 

Rockingham  Sandown  September  the  25  Day  1776  then  the  above  Select- 
men appeared  and  maid  oath  to  the  above  Numbers  of  soles  and  to  the  gun* 
and  to  the  ammonition 

Before  me  Jethro  Sanborn  Jus'  of  peace. 


SANBORNTON. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  120 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  87 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  12 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  20 

All  Females  219 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  Life  1 

459 

Fire  arms  68  wanting  39 

Powder  Public  Stock  103  Pounds.     A  true  account  taken  by 

Jno.  Sa_nnbobn  Selectman. 

Province  of     )  Sandbornton  October  y®  18*  1775  then  John  Sanborn  gave 

New  Hamp     >  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  account 

Strafford  SS.    )  before  me  Dan'  Sanborn  Justice  Peace. 


SALEM. 


All  Males  under  16 

296 

Males  from  16  to  50  not  in  the  army 

151 

All  males  above  50 

49 

Persons  in  the  Army     . 

47 

All  Females 

539 

Negroes 

2 
1084 

Powder 

43  pd 

Fire  arms 

104 

Town  Stock  of  Powder 

71  lbs. 

John 

Kellky 

I   Select 

Cai,j:b  Pbeston  (     men. 

Dated  October  4«h  1775. 

The  within  account  Sworn  to 

Before  me  John  Hall,  Town  Clerk. 


SALISBURY. 


Colony  of  )     Salisbury  October  y«  .3^  1775  to  the  Gentlemen  the  Com- 

Newhampshire  >  mittee  of  Safety  for  said  Colony  pursuant  to  a  Letter  to 
Hillsborough  SS  )  us  Directed  from  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
we  have  taken  an  Exact  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  including 
Every  Soul  in  said  town  and  is  as  follows  viz 
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Males  under  16  years  of  age  142 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  army  92 

All  males  above  60  years  of  age  15 

persons  gone  in  the  Army  6 

all  females  242 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  1 

498 

Are  arms  fit  for  use  47  armes  Wonted  45  the  above  is  a  true  account  taken 
By  us. 

John  Collins  >    Selectmen 

Leonabd  Judkins  )  for  Salisbury. 

Hillsborough  SS.  Salisbury  November  the  19'"  1775  Then  John  Collins  A 
Leonard  Judkins  mayed  Oath  that  the  above  is  an  Exat  acompt  of  the  in- 
habentence  of  s^  town  Before  Joseph  Bean  Justice  peace. 


SAVILLE  (now  Wendell.) 

Province  of  I  Saville  Sepf  19'"  1775. 

New  Hampshire  i  Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  the  Honourable  Provincial 
Congress  August  the  25"^  1775,  Recommending  that  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Several  Towns  &c.  in  said  Colony  to  take  an  Exact  Number  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  their  respective  districts,  including  every  Soul  in  the  Same,  and  that 
in  such  places  where  no  Selectmen  are  Chosen,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the 
next  Adjacent  Town  take  the  same  or  some  suitable  person  living  in  such 
Place  by  their  Appointment  &c.  Agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  direction  and 
appointment  of  the  Select  Men  of  Newport.  I  the  Subscriber  have  taken  the 
exact  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Saville  afores'i  including  every  Soul  in  the 
same  in  seperate  Coluras  as  follows. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  15 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  y^  array  14 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  3 

All  females  29 

Slaves  none. 

65 

Fire  arms  fit  for  use  5 

Powder  one  Pound. 

Sam"  Gunnison. 

\   JosiAH  Stevens   )  Select  Men 
\Aaron  Buel         }        of 
Jesse  Lane  )  Newport. 

Cheshire  Ss.  Newport  Sept  18'"  1775.  These  Certify  that  the  above  Signed 
Samuel  Gunnison  was  Solemnly  Sworn  to  the  due  Execution  of  the  above 
mentioned  Service. 

Coram  Benj°  Giles  Jus :  Pacis. 
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SEABROOK. 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  144 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  109 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  •  39 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  11 

All  Females  304 
Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life 

607 
Seabrook  October  the  5*  1775  then  Nathan  Green  Winthrop  Gove  & 
William  French  Select  men  for  Seabrook  made  Oath  to  their  tidelity  and  im- 
partiahty  there  in  that  they  have  Numbered  all  the  Souls  with  the  fire  armes 
and  powder  according  to  the  above  Riten  Order  to  the  beast  of  their  Nolidge 
&  Judgment  Before  me  Jon*  Fifield  Justice  peace  the  Number  of  the  fire 
armes  is  74  of  Powder  the  Quantity  is  twenty  four  pound.     24 


SOMERSWORTH. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  245 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  army  129 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  36 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  46 

All  Females  479 

30 

966 


Negroes  «fe  Slaves  for  Life 


Eben'  Roberts 
Daniel  Goodwin 


>   Selectmen. 


SOUTH  HAMPTON. 

Whereas  it  being  Recomended  to  us  the  Subscribers  that  an  Exact  Num- 
ber of  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Town  was  Necessary  Including  Every  Soul  In 
Seperate  Columns  We  have  Taken  them  as  followeth 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  109 

Males  from  16  to  50  not  in  y«  Army  92 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  27 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  10 

All  Females  259 

Negroes  and  Slaves  1 

498 

It  Being  further  Recommended  that  we  Return  the  number  of  fire  arms  in 
our  District  fit  for  Use  and  the  Number  wanting  to  Compleat  one  for  Every 
Person  Capable  of  using  them  to  Gether  with  the  Quantity  of  Powder  which 
we  have  Done  according  to  the  Best  Information  we  Can  Obtain  and  we 
find  it  as  followeth 

The  Number  of  fire  arms  fit  for 
The  Number  Wanting 
The  Quantity  of  Powder 


South  Hampton  Sepf  12»»»  1775 
Rockingham  ss 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  This  Colony 


Use 

66 

31 

58  1b 

Abel  French 

\ 

Joseph  Jones 

[  Select  Men 

Joseph  Merrill 

) 
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STODDARD. 

■ 

An  account  of  the  number  of  persons  in  the  Town  of  Stoddard,  formerly 
called  Limerick,  and  all  the  lire  arms  lit  for  use  —  with  the  No.  wanted  to 
Complete 

Males  16  years  old  and  under  75 

Males  from  10  years  old  to  50  '38 

Males  above  .50  years  of  age  7 

Persons  in  the  army  11 

All  Females                        .  93 

Slaves  for  life  0 

224 
guns  fit  for  use  14 

Wanted  guns  to  Complete  24 

Powder  and  Lead  &  Flints  are  all  wanting  to  Supply  the  whole  Number 

Isaac  Temple  }  «^'  '^'"/^i^  ^f)^'^^ 
J  men  of  Stoddard. 

Sept  y^  20''>  1775  the  reason  why  there  is  But  one  Selectman's  name  to  this 
Return  is  because  they  y^  oather  two  Refused  to  act  in  the  affair  till  I  had 
Took  the  Number  I.  Temple. 

there  is  27  Parsons  of  the  above  Number  that  is  Numbed  in  Marlow 

The  accoumpt  of  the  Inhabitants  armes  and  ammonition  in  the  town  of 
Stoddakd. 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  77 

Males  from  16  to  50  years'not  in  the  Army  38 

All  Males  above  50  years  of  age  8 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  12 

All  females  96 

Negroes  and  Slaves  0 

231 

Guns  19 

Powder 

Oliveb  Parker    )  Select 
Ephraim  Adams  )  men 

Taken  Sept  y*  27"^  1775  by 


STRATFORD. 

The  Number  of  all  the  Souls  in  Stratford  taken  Sept"  1775  By  Jamea 
Brown 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  15 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  Not  in  the  army  14 

Males  above  50  years  of  age  00 

Parsons  gone  in  the  Army  2 

All  Females  10 
Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life 


7  Guns  fit  for  use  7  Guns  wanting  12  lb  Powder 


41 
James  Bbowjt. 
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SURRY. 

New  Hampshire  Cheshire  County  Surry  Sep""^  y*  13  a  d  1775  in  obedance 
to  the  Honarble  Provincial  Congress  wee  have  taken  an  Exact  acount  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Surry  and  other  things  Recommended  by  said  Congress. 

Mails  under  sixteen  59 

Mails  from  16  years  old  to  50  37 

All  mails  above  50  years  old  8 

Parsons  gone  in  the  Army  7 

All  Females  •                                    104 

215 

Guns  23 

Powder  5  wt 

Guns  wanting  22 

Obadiah  Willcox  )  Secet- 
JoHN  Marvin  (  men. 


SWANZEY. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  168 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  118 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  25 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  20 

All  Females  316 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

647 
Sam'l  Hills  ) 

Aaroi^  Parsons    [  Select  Men 
Samuel  Page        ) 

Powder  16  lb  The  Number  of  Fire  arms  fit  for  Use  72  the  Number  of  Fire 
arms  Wanting  50 

Cheshire  ss  Swanzey  September  ye  1st"*  1775. 

These  may  Certify  that  Samuel  Hills,  Samuel  Page  Aaron  Parsons  and 
David  Belding  jun'',  Selectmen  of  Swanzey  were  this  Day  Sworn  to  Deal 
Faithfully  Truly  and  Impartially  in  taking  and  Exhibiting  an  account  of  the 
Number  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Town  of  Swanzey  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  Provincial  Congress 

pr  Thos  Applin  Town  Clerk. 


TEMPLE. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  143 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  94 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  6 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  18 

All  Females  230 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  0 


491 
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Agreeable  to  y*  above  requisition  we  have  numbered  y*  souls  in  this  Town 
and  find  them  as  above  —  guns  in  repair  66  and  out  of  repair  4. 
Powder,  Town's  Stock  112  lb  and  Private  Stock  45. 

pr  Sam'l  Howakd         1  s:^i„„»„„_ 

EPHRAiM  Brown       [Selectmen. 

Error  Excepted 

Dated  in  Temple  Oct'  28  1775.  October  the  28  jr«  1776  the  above  Named 
Sam'  Howard  and  Ephraim  Brown  parsonaly  apeard  and  mad  Solom  Oath  to 
the  aBove  Return  to  be  just  and  true  a  Cording  to  the  Best  of  thear  judg- 
ment Before  Ephraim  Heald  Just  Peace. 


THORNTON. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Exeter 

Gent  men  Agreeable  to  advice  of  the  Congress  We  The  Scribus  Select  men 
of  Thornton  have  taken  an  Exact  account  of  the  inhabitence  of  Thornton 
and  they  stand  as  foUoweth 

Males  under  sixteen  years  of  Age  (twenty  and  six)  26 
Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  (twenty 

and  six)  26 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  (Five)  6 

Persons  Gone  in  the  Army  (eight)  8 

All  Females  (Fifty  and  Two)  52 

117 

There  is  Six  fire  Arms  in  the  Town  of  Thornton  and  twenty  five  wanting 
to  Compleat  one  for  every  person  Capble  of  Using  them  there  are  divers  now 
in  the  town  whose  fire  Arms  are  gone  in  the  Army  there  is  about  three 
Pounds  of  Powder  in  the  town  aforesaid.     Thfs  trom  yours  to  serve. 

ThorntoH  September  20  1775 

John  Brown      I  Selectmen  of 
Abel  Willky    \     Thornton 


UNITY. 


Colony  of  New  ( 

hampshire  Cheshire  ss  |  To  the  Honorable  provincial  Congress  of  the  Col- 
ony of  New  hampshire  att  Exi'ter  Gentle  men  whereas  it  is  Necesary  that  an 
Exact  account  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  Should  be  taken  in  order 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  Consress  of  the  United  American  Colonies  therefore 
Gentle  men  in  Obedants  to  vour  Directtions  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Unity  we  have  forthwith  proseeded  accordintcly  &  taken  an  Exact  account  or 
all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Unity  »fe  nubred  Every  Soul  in  the  Same 
in  Separate  Columns  as  tollows  — 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  39 

Males  from  16  to  50  not  in  the  army  86 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  3 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  7 

All  Femalf'S  62 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  00 

146 
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Also  we  have  viewed  the  Inhabitants  of  Unity  &  we  find  amongst  all  the 
Inhabitants  but  thirteen  fire  armes  fit  for  use  &  we  find  the  number  wanting 
to  Compleat  one  for  Eveary  person  Capable  of  Using  them  that  there  is 
twenty  five  to  Subply  the  Inhabitants  of  this  town  that  Eveary  one  may 
have  a  Gooii  fire  arme  &  we  find  the  Inhabitants  holy  Distatut  in  Evary  part 
of  ammunition  the  account  taken  and  Numbred  by  — 

Chables  Huntoon  \  Select  men 
Simeon  Gliden        )  of  Unity. 
Unity  September  11'"  1773. 


WALPOLE. 


The  Number  of  all  Males  under  Sixteen  years  of  Age  214 

All  Males  from  Sixteen  years  of  age  to  fifty  100 

All  Males  above  fitly  26 

All  Males  Gone  into  the  army                             ,  33 

All  females  283 

All  Negro  Slaves  2 


Selectmen 


Total        658 

Christopher  Webber 
Eben'b  Swan  ( 

Cheshire  ss  October  14,  177-5.  Then  the  within  Named  Christopher  Webber 
and  Ebenezer  Swan  Personally  appearing  before  me  the  Subscriber  and  made 
Solemn  Oath  that  he  belongeth  to  the  Town  of  Walpole. 

BenJ°  Bellows  .Jun''  Justice  Peace. 


WARNER. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  78 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50,  not  in  the  Army  45 

All  males  above  ")U  years  of  age  6 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  6 

All  Females  126 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  Life  1 

262 

Guns  In  Town  fit  for  use  21.  Guns  wanting  in  Town  26.  Powder  In 
Town  none. 

Warner  Sepf  y^  9'*»  1775. 

Then  the  above  named  Dan^'  Annis  one  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  Town  of 
Warner  after  being  Duly  cautioned  made  Solom  oath  To  the  Truth  of  the 
above  account  Before  me  Dan'  Flanders,  Town  Clerk. 


WEARE. 


Males  under  16  years  of  Age  248 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  117 

All  males  above  50  ye.ars  of  Age  18 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  32 

All  Females  421 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  1 

837 
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The  number  of  people  called  Quakers  150  [viz.  | 

Mailes  under  16  years  of  age  42 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  39 

All  Males  above  50  2 

All  Females  67 

150 

Fire  arras  16 

The  Number  of  fire  arma  72  a  account  of  the  powder  in  town  10  pound. 

John  Kobie  |  Selectmen 

Jere*^  Corlis  (  for  Wears 

Weare  September  9'^  1775 
A  true  account  by  us 


WESTMORELAND. 

Males  under  10  years  of  Age  213 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  50  not  in  the  Army  127 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  23 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  38 

All  Females  357 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life                        ,  0 

758 

Agreable  to  the  Vote  past  in  the  Provential  Congress  on  Wednesday  the 
5*''  Day  of  July  last  past  have  Taken  an  account  of  all  the  Fire  armes  fitt  for 
use  in  this  Town  and  find  them  to  amount  to  Sixty  three  and  that  there  ia 
Sixty  seven  wanting  to  supply  the  Town 

Heber  Miller 
Archelaus  Temple 
Waitstill  Scott 


Select 
men 


Agreable  to  the  Request  of  the  Provincial  Congress  to  us  Sent:  We  have 
taken  an  account  of  all  the  Soles  within  this  Town  and  Plac'd  aa  Directed 
in  the  Columns  above. 

Heber  Miller 


Archelaus  Temple    }  Selectmen 


Westmoreland  October  26  1775. 


WILTON. 


In  Obedience  to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New  Hampshire  —  we  the 
Subscribers  have  Numbered  the  Souls  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Wilton  which  is  as  Follows  — 

Males  under  16  years  of  Age  162 

Males  from  16  years  of  Age  to  .50  not  in  the  Army  102 

All  males  above  50  years  of  Age  17 

Persons  gone  in  the  Army  2C 

All  Females  314 

Negroes  <fe  Slaves  for  Life  2 
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And  Further  we  hare  Complied  with  the  Congresses  Requisition  Concern- 
ing N'umberins  the  Fire  arms  fit  for  use,  and  those  wanting,  and  we  find 
Seventy  two  nt  for  Service,  &  Forty  Seven  guns  wanting  —  and  find  Forty 
Pounds  of  Powder  in  s**  Town. 


Abiel  Abbott     )    Selectmen 
Philip  Putxam  )  of  Wilton. 


Wilton  Octo""  24*  1775. 


Wilton  Octo''  ye  24  1775  Then  the  above  Named  Parsons  (Select  Men  of 
the  Town  of  Wilton)  Made  Oath  to  their  Fidelity  and  Irapartiallity  in  Take- 
ing  the  Above  account  agreeable  to  the  Direction  of  the  Honnourable  Pro- 
venecial  Congress  the  oath  admistred  by  me. 

Jacob  Abbot  Town  Clerk 


WINCHESTER. 

According  to  the  Direction  of  the  Congress  we  have  Numbred  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Winchester  together  with  number  of  guns  and  pound 
of  powder  and  they  are  as  follows 

Mails  under  16  years  of  age  207 

Males  From  16  to  50  years  of  age  112 

All  Mails  above  50  years  of  Age  30 

Persons  gon  in  the  armey  18 

All  Femails            '  354 

Negroes  and  slaves  for  life  2 
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Guns  fit  for  use  68 

pounds  of  powder  in  the  town  18 

The  above  account  taken  By  ui 

Reuben  Alexander     )  coi-^* 
Joseph  Stowel  [  ^^^^ 

Nehemiah  Houghton  ) 
Winchester,  October  6"'  1775. 


WINDHAM. 


Colony  of  New  hampshire  Windham  Sep""  15'*'  177B 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  (met  at 
Exeter  August  25"^  1775)  Requiring  the  Sellect-men  of  Each  Town  in  thi* 
Colony  to  take  an  Exact  account  of  all  the  Inhabitants  with  the  number  of 
Guns  and  Quantity  of  Powder  in  the  same 

In  Consequence  of  said  Requisition  we  the  subscribers  Sellectmen  for  said 
Windham  have  taken  an  Ex.ict  account  of  all  the  Inhabitants  Number  of 
Gun  and  Quantity  of  Powder  in  the  same  which  is  as  follows 
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Malea  under  16  years  120 

Males  from  16  years  to  50  not  in  the  army  86 

Males  above  50  years  33 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  1.6 

All  Females  262 

Negroes  &  Slaves  for  life  13 

529 

Guns  69 

Powder  pounds  16  1-2 

The  Number  of  guns  wanted  to  Compleat  one  for 
each  man  fit  to  use  it  17 

James  Betton       I  Select- 
JoHN  MoKRisoN     i    men 

Rockingham  ss  Windham  Sep'  16***  1776  Then  the  above  named  John  Mor- 
ison  appeared  and  after  Due  Caution  made  Solemn  Oath  that  the  above  is  a 
true  and  Exact  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Windham  Together  with 
the  number  of  the  Guns  and  Quantity  of  Powder  in  the  same 

Sworn  before  me        James  Betton  Just  P 


WOLFEBOROUGH. 

A  List  of  the  Inhabitants  (including  every  soul)  of  the  Town  of  Wolfebor- 
ough  taken  by  us  the  subscribers  Selectmen  thereof  pursuant  to  a  Recom- 
mendation of  the  Provencial  Congress  —  together  with  the  Number  of  Fire 
Arms  therein  &  the  number  wanting  to  compleat  one  for  all  Capable  of 
using  them,  and  the  Quantity  of  powder  therein  both  public  &  private 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  57 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  53 

All  males  above  50  years  of  age  4 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  4 

All  Females  91 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  2 
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Moses  Ham    ) 

Fire  arms  fit  for  Use  34 

Fire  arms  wanting  2£ 

Town  Stock  of  Powder  25 

Private  Stock  of  Powder  6 

Inhabitants  &c  of  the  Gore  (so  called)  upon  Conway  Road  — uken  by 
Robert  Calder  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Wolfeborough 

Males  under  16  years  of  age  4 

Males  from  16  years  of  age  to  50  not  in  the  army  C 

Males  above  50  years  of  age  8 

Persons  gone  in  the  army  0 

All  Females  13 

Negroes  and  Slaves  for  Life  0 

26 

Fire  arms  fit  for  Use  4 

Fire  arms  wanting  2 

Private  Powder  1  1-4  •*> 
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POPULATION 


Of    the  several    Towns  in  New  Hampshire,  according  to   the  foregoing 

enumeration,   1775. 


Alexandria 

Allenstown 

Alstead 

Alton 

Amherst  (1) 

Andover 

Atkinson..   •   

Bamstead 

Barriugton 

Bath 

Bedford 

Boscawen 

Bow 

Brentwood  

Campton 

Canaan 

Candia 

Canterbury 

Charlestown 

Chester 

Chesterfield 

Chichester 

Claremont 

Colebrook  (Colebume) 

Columbia  (Cockbume) 

Concord 

Conway 

Cornish 

Crovden 

Dalton  r Apthorp) 

Deerfleld 

Dover 

Dublin  

Dunbarton 

Durham 

Dunstable  (Naahua) 

Eaxt  Kingston 

Effingham 

Enfleld  (Relham) 

Epping 

Epsom  (2) 

Exeter 

Fisherfield  ^now  Newbury). . . 

Fitzwilliam  (no  return) 

Erancestown 

Franconia 

Gilmanto-v»n 

Gilsum 

Goffstown 

Gogport 

Grantham 

Greenland 

Groton  (Cockermouth) 

Hampstead 

Hampton 

Hampton-Falls 

Hanover 

Haverhill 

Henniker   (with    Hillsboro', 

and  Hancock) 

Hillsborough 


•!  ,- 


137 
149 
317 
100 

1428 
179 
575 
252 

1655 
144 
495 
5?5 
350 

1100 
190 
67 
744 
723 
594 

1599 

874 

418 

523 

4 

14 

10.52 
273 
309 
143 
50 
929 

1666 
305 
497 

1214 

705 

428 

83 

50 

1569 
387 

1741 
130 


Antrim 


20O 

29 

774 

178 

831 

44 

74 

759 

118 

768 

862 

&45 

434 

365 

347 


Hawke  (now  Danville) . 

Hinsdale 

Holdemess 

HoUis 

Hopkinton 

Jafirey 

I  Keene 

'  Kensington  

Kingston ■ 

;  Lancaster 

'  Landalf 

Lebanon. 

Lee  . 
1  Lempster 

Lisbon. 

Litchfield . 

Londonderry. 

Loudon , 

Lyme . 
'  Lyndeborough  . 

Madbury 

Manchester  (Derryfleld) 

:  Marlborough 

Marlow  

'  Mason  ("No.  1) 

Meredith 

j  Merrimack 

Middleton 

Mile  Slip 

i  Monson 

Moultonborough 

'  Nelson  (Packersfleld) 

i  New  Boston 

i  New  Castle 

'<  New  (Chester 

j  New  Durham _ 

i  Newington 

I  New  Ipswich • 

I  New  Market 

j  Newport 

Newtown 

Northumberland. 

North-Hampton 

Northwood 

Nottingham 

Nottingham  West  (now  Hudson) . 

Orford . 

Ossipee. 

Pelham. 

Pembroke. 

Peterborough 

Piermont , 

Plainfield. 

Plaistow. 

Plymouth. 

Poplin . 
I  Portsmouth. 
I  Raymond.  . . 
'  Kichmond.. . 

i  Rindge 

!  Rochester. . . 


504 

172 

1255 

1085 

351 

758 

797 

961 

61 

40 

347 

9.54 

128 

47 

284 

2590 

.349 

252 

713 

677 

285 

322 

207 

501 

259 

606 

238 


272 
186 
569 
449 
196 
286 
332 
960 

128» 
157 
540 
57 
652 
313 
999 
649 
222 
26 
749 
744 
546 
168 
308 
675 
382 
662 

4690 
683 
864 
542 

1648 


(1)  No  return,  the  nrunber,  by  estimation,  b  1428. 

(2)  No  return  —  estimated,  387. 
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Riunney 

Rye 

Salem 

Salisbury 

Sanbornton 

Sandown \ 

Sandwich 

Seabrtxjk 

Society  Land . . , 

Sorners  worth 

South   Hampton 

Stoildard  .    

Stratford 

Stratham 

Surry 

Swanzey 


•237 
870 

1084 
498 
459 
635 
245 
607 

'177 

965 

498 

'.'24 

41 

1137 
•il5 


Tamworth i  151 

Temple 1  491 

Thornton 1 17 

Unity 146 

Wakefield 320 

Walpole I  658 

Warner I  '262 

Washington 1B3 

Weare 837 

Wendall 65 

Westmoreland 1  758 

Wilton I  632 

Winchester 723 

Windham <  529 

Wolfeborough i  211 
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KOTB   BY  THE   EDITOR. 

The  Index  which  follows  is  desired  to  contain  the  name  of  every  person  and  place  men- 
tioned in  this  volume  The  ofllcers  of  government,  as  Governor,  Lieut.  Governor,  and 
Coimcilors,  are  put  in  small  capitals,  but  not  otherwise  referred  to,  except  as  perform- 
ing some  special  or  assigned  service.  The  word  passim  indicates  that  a  name  is  found  very 
often  in  the  volume,  and  need  not,  in  every  instance,  be  noted.  Thus  the  names  of  some 
of  the  Councilors  and  Representatives  are  repeated  on  almost  every  page.  The  Editor  has 
aimed  to  be  accurate  but  still  fears  that  errors  may  be  discovered. 


Abbot,  Abiel 778  1 

David 763  I 

Jacob,  453, 470 ;  rep 597,  692,  778  I 

Joah 514  1 

Joshua,  Capt.,  588,  (atBunker  Hill).  .599 

William 514 

Achlnloss,  Thos 467 

Ackworth 672 

Acta  repealed  by  his  Msyesty,  2 ;  on  usury, 
76;  value  of  money,  77 ;  printed.  80, 
82,  83:  passed,  98;  Stamp  Act.  &c., 
repealed,  102,  263,  273,  283,  296,  309, 
319,  325. 

Adams,  Aaron 515,  744 

Capt 271,520 

Ephraim 536.  773 

John 429,  440 

Joseph 758 

Josiah  758 

Moses 736 

Samuel 354,  401,  402,  406,  429.  440 

Susannah 95.  97 

Winboru  (1)494;  Capt 673 

Address  to  his  Majesty  —  Committee  to 
prepare,  103.  110,  248,  437. 

to  the  Governor 127 

Akerman,  John 47S 

Albany 32,  37,  272 

Aldrich.  George 598,  627 

Alcock.  Simeon,  rep.,  [see  Olcutt] 

Alexandria 725 

Alexander,  Reuben 778 

AUd,  David 736 

AUen,  Ethan,  Col.  489,  570 ;  Lt 610 

Samuel  Gov .397 

AUenstown 672 

Allison."  Sam'l 649,  7.')0 

Alsop,  John 429.441  ! 

AUtead 472,  726  i 


AmeB,  Daniel 5« 

Nath'l 632 

Stephen,  186;  rep 691,  745 

Amherst.  ...  10.  63,  217,  238,  323,  351,  447,  672 

Amherst.  Jeffrey,  Gen 28 

Amicus  PatrijB 413 

Ammouusuck  river 203 

Anderson,  James.  Ens 627 

Andover 211 

Andrews,  Isaac,  Justice 24 

Joseph,  a  Portuguese 7 

Ann.  schooner ».  .390 

Annis,  Daniel 776 

Appleton,  Henry  and  wife 37,  43 

Isaac 463 

Wm 119,  186,  258,  279 

Applin  Thos 774 

Apthorp,  Charles 56 

(town) 672 

Arnold,  Benedict,  Col 489,  672,  718-22 

.■Vshlev,  Oliver,  470;  rep 546,  732 

Samuel,  Col..  277.  .360;  rep.,  .■^71,  470, 
474.  passim,  577,  Col.  607,  6.55. 
Assembly  prorogued,  84,  113,  117;  dis- 
solved.  165,  197,  231,  259,  286,  287, 
•296.  352. 
Association,  Nim-importation,  &c  . .  .426-430 

Atkinson  (town) 726 

Joseph 15 

Theodore,  of  the  Council,  1. 9. 43, 53, 

P'ls.iim,  105.  2')6.  .T24;  Hannah,  wife 

of  (2)  105.  258,  319.416,  .516,  .552.  714. 

Theodork,  jun.,  of  the  Council,  1, 

43,  79,  103,  U9;  dec'd,  247. 

Francis  Mrs 247 

Auld,  Capt 447 

Austin,  Nicholas 418 

Ayersor  Ares,  John 514,469,  rep. 

Joseph 464 


(1)  By  error  in  note,  "Wlnslow." 

(2)  Sister  of  Mark  H.  Wentworth.    See  notice  of.  p.  105. 
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Bachelder,  Breed 20 

Elisha 453 

Nath'l,  453,  469;  rep 737 

Nathan,  454,  469;  rep,  577;  Maj 747 

Nat.  G..    646 

Keuben 744 

Badger,  David 564 

Jobeph,  15;  Col.,  577,  607;  rep.,  691, 
705,  740. 

Bagley,  Jonathan 223 

Bailey  or  Bayley,  Enoch 646 

Jacob 55,  347 

James 629,  744 

Joshua ■ ..455 

Col 569 

P 466 

Baker,  Abner 598 

Andrew 757 

John 495 

Joseph 37,  454 

Moses 656,  730 

Otis.  15;  Asa't  Just.,  171;   rep,  239, 
286,  297,  310,  317,  370,  682,  691. 

Thomas 746 

Baker's  river 133.  135 

Balch,  John 417 

Nath.,  46i>;  rep 645,  661,  691 

Baldwin,  Isaac,  Just 10 

Nahum 691,  rep. 

Banlield,  charles 3 

John 368 

Baptists 233 

Barclay,  Capt 375,  382,  387,  390 

Barker.  Benj,  577,  605;  rep Cyi 

Daniel 764 

Ezra 4o2 

Baknajrd,  fc'U-vNcis,  Gov.  of  Massachu- 
setts, 7,  r-2. 

Bamet,  Caleb 633 

Moses 649,  7.50 

Robert 6:^7 

Barnet,  East 105 

BarSBtead 52,  272,  7:.'7 

Harrington 164.  727 

BAKKiiLL,  Nath'l,  of  the  Council 1,  112 

Mar-.iu 93,  97,  98 

\Vii,..;m 93.  148 

Barr,  Samuel.  Col.,  rep.,  56,  60,  68.  p(M- 
stm.  129,  149,  363. 

Barrett,  Joseph 752 

Barron,  Moses,  14tj,  152 ;  Capt 447 

Barter,  Elis'a 23* 

Bartlett,  Gideon 228 

Josiah,  Esq.,  rep.,  60,  66,  passim,  69, 
149,  :;U6;  i:39,  286,  297.  310,  336,  359, 
366,  370,  408,  442.  452,  454,  461,  465, 
469,  474,  478,  508.  520.  575,  576 ;  Col. 
577,  607,  610,  653. 

Joseph,  453,  469;  rep 708 

Matthias 761 

Richard 72.5,  763 

Stephen 708 

Thomas,  Lieut.,  rep 469,  543,  760 

Maj 577,  630 

Bat.  Increase 76o 

Bates.  Joseph ; 447.  569 

Nathan,  of  Loudoun,  Justice .24 

Bath 313,  727 

Batson,  Stephen 113 

Bead,  J<ii*ph 357 

Bean.  Benjamin 728 

Enoch 54g 

■J-j^hyia  212,  228,  646 

William 212,  22«< 

Beeb«,  Seba 599 


Beck,  John.Lt 421 

Bede,  Daniel.  691;  rep 769 

Bedford 63,  728 

BedeU  or  Beedel,  Capt.,  43;  Col 544 

Hazen ^^ 

John 544 

Timothv,  546,  562.  570,  572,  573,  582, 
621,  637,  647,  670. 

Beer-brewing 11» 

Belding,  David ' 774 

Belcheb.  Jonjl..  Gov 398 

Belknap,  Dr.,  401 ;  Jeremy 562,  715,  723 

Bell.  John  (ot  Beilford) 449,  671.  728 

John  (Of  Lomionderry)  463,  690;  rep.  7.50 
Capt.  Thomas,  3.43;  rep.  60.79.  103, 
131,  149,  passim,  186,  206,  239,  258, 
286,  297,  310. 

Bellew,  Henry 344 

Bellows,  B..  petition  to  keep  a  ferry 13 

Benjamin,  577;  Col 608,  776 

John,  Maj.,  577;  rep 692,705,  706^ 

Bennit,  Arthur 633 

Caleb 632 

John 632,  756 

Thomas... 632 

Benson,  Rob't 491 

Benton 203- 

Berry,  James 11" 

Joseph 117 

Be;ton  or  Britton,  James,  455;  rep.,  578, 
691,  696,  703.  779. 

Biddle,  Edward 429,  441 

Bingham,  Elisha 738 

Elijah 749 

Nathl 731 

Bishop,  Sam'l 356 

Black  Lewa  —  Indian 525- 

Blair.  VV 62 

Bbke.  Sherburne,  469 ;  rep 760 

Thomas 754 

Blanchard.  Maj.  57;  rep.  Jona.,  692,  695, 
696.  passim,  703,  704. 

Jotham 323 

Bland,  Richard 330,  430,  441 

Blay.  Ruth,  hung 206,  208,  220 

Blodgett,  David 536 

s'amuel 5,  261 

Blood,  Francis 447.  453 

Nathan t>02 

Blunt.  John 688 

Boardman,  Benj.,  6H,  passim,  368,  370, 
4,52.  468. 

Stephen,  :i59;  rep 365 

Boerum.  Simon 429,  441 

bonner.  Patrick 238,  258 

Boscawen 166,  196.  202.  301,  728 

Boston  Port  Bill 367,  402 

Bostwick.  Henry  and  Wm 37 

Boundary  between  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire,  26,  bl ;  order  of  his  Maj- 
esty. 62,  81;  N.  H.  &  Mass..  222, 
362,  711-716. 
Bow.  33,  35,  44,  55.  58, 64, 83,  94 ;  petition, 
134.  298,  728. 

Bowen,  Peter 273 

Bowles,  Metcalf 331 

Bowers,  .Jer.tlimeel 354 

Bowman,  Joseph ' 515 

Boylston,  E.  D 447.  717 

Bovnton,  Jacob 602 

Brackeuridge,  James 298,  299.  314,  360 

Bracket,  Ichabod 37,  43.  633 

Doct.  Joshua 5,  6,  23,  452,  633 

Braddock,  Gen 29 

Briulford,  Job 523- 
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Bradford,  Job r>Si 

Siitu'l 627 

Win .'$31 

Bkadstrket.  Simeon.  Gov 3;iti 

Braiiiard.  Diuiiel,  16,  '273;  rep 693,  70« 

Brood,  NiUiri 324,  470.  rnp. 

Brentwoo-1 49,  121,  212,  4«,  72t) 

Brewster,  C.  W 104 

D.-jniel 2'J5 

Samuel.  171;  rep..23!t;  Lieut., 288, 297, 

.no. 

Lt 683 

Brlce,  CbinnbLTlaiii 357 

Briiljjhuiu,  .Mr.,  19;  Benjamin,  Rev.  .470  rep 

Brighaiu,  As.i 641 

Britten,  Ebent- zer 6!I8 

Brooks,  sjaru'l,  537 ;  rep.,  M3,  ^t4, 553, 573, 
57S,  739. 

Brown,  Aaron 447 

Abol 27J 

.\(l.im 469,  rep. 

Artlmr.  Kev  ,7,  109,  121,  201,  206,  207. 
210.  247,  258,  279. 

Bonj.  168,  rep 645,661 

Daniel  456 

Elisba 243,  269,  303,  324 

Euocb 765 

Kpbraim 775 

Henry  Y Ml 

Isaac 206 

James 773 

John 775 

Mo(*ea .331 


Brown,  Capt 4U8 

Bryant,  Jarmey 632 

Jno ("28 

Walter.  Hurvovor,  4,  56,  222,  223,  242, 
(132;  jun.,  6;j;i.  715,763. 

Bucknanj,  Edward 526,  746 

Bnel,  Aaion 759,  771 

Bull,  Aaron 324 

Bunker  Hill.  457,  512,521,523;  1om)«h  at, 

.'>SG-ti«4  (»ee  Namea)  603,  604. 
Burbauk.  Eben'r 514 

Mr 5ia 

Burleigh,  Andrew 367 

Jacob 367 

Martha 367 

Barley,  James 63,'J 

John,  Lt.,rcp.,(iO,  105.149,239,240, 
pasmm. 

Samuel,  .jun 632,  633 

Burnam    or    Burnham,   Jonathan,    Lt. 
Col.,  008,  6:«,  tH7.  650,  676.  683,  700. 

N.alh'l 736 

Bi;rnkt.  William,  Gov 397 

Burr,  Aaron 719 

Thaddeus 491 

Burton,  Stephen 113 

Buswell,  James 646 

Bute,  Lord 104 

Butler,  Benjamin,  302,  361,  452.  6.30,  705,  760 

.laoob 370,  rep. 

Buttertield,  Isa-ic 577,  Maj. 

Buzzell.  Wm 753 


Cairns,  James 671 

Calef  or  Oalt'e,  .Tohn,  370;  rep..  .691,  698,  703 

Camden 729 

C-unpbell,  Annis 113, 148 

Charles  H 447 

O.aniel 447,  +40 

Donald,  Col 718 

Campton 11,  264,  729 

Cana.an ".TO 

Camlia 303,  730 

Canterbury 56,  83, 318,  351,  730 

Cardigan 11, 21.3,  605 

Carey,  Archibald ;»;«) 

Carlt<m,  Capt.,.'>7.  rep;  Jona.  60,  1.30,  149, 
239.  2S6,  2!)7.  .310.  3.59,469. 

Theo  lore :!IU,  739 

General. 490,  501,  503,  ,532.  r,,i7.  tm 

Carpenter.  Greenwood,  <livorce  disallowed 
22,  272,  279,  283. 

Carr,  Dabney 330 

Moses  and  wife 66 

widow  of  John 158 

Carter,  E/.ra 34,  44,  49 

Noah 64<! 

Thonuw 148 

Ca.Mwell,  Uiehard 4:»,  441 

Cate,  Samuel.  Cape 58 

William,  jun 727 

Cavenau^h.  Maurice 245,  258 

Census  of  New  Hampshire,  1767,  168-170; 
of  1775,724-781. 

ChadtKJume  or  Chatbun,  Thomas 514 

Challis,  Thomas 646 

Chamberlain,  .John,  Capt.,  reo.,  60,  65, 
passim,  149,  176,  239,  286,  297,  310, 
370  447  454. 

Chandler,  Ab'lel . '. 206,  274,  279,  627 

Isaac 577,  745 

Jacob 756 

John 34,44 

60 


Chandler.  Jona 76& 

Chandler,  Thoman 628 

Champney,  II •■?77,  .582 

Cliawnian,  Sam'l 633 

Charleston  .  .22.  1!M,  19«,  202.  301.  323,  672, 731 

South  Carolina 126 

Cha.se,  Daniel,  jun 34 

Knooh,  Eus 028,646 

Erancis 23;!,  649,  7ril 

.loiia.  34,  3.51,  Col .W4,  i«W 

.Mosi's.  rep 692 

Samuel,  rep.,  454.  470,  578,  645,  <:«1, 
7.U,  749. 
Samuel  [of  Cont'l  Congress],  357,  429,  441 

Cheesman,  (.'apt 718 

Cheever,  David 521,5.56,.'!^ 

Cheshire  Co 277.  181,  328 

Chesley,  AJpheus,  Capt    67T 

Ichabo<l 164 

Samuel,  Lt 4.53,  577 

Thoni,a» 42 

Chester,  (town) 49,  291.  318,  363,  378,  731 

Thom.a8, 148 

Chestcrtieid 731 

Cheswill.  Wentworth >^i2 

Chichester 5'2,  27'.',  73J 

Child,  Jonathan,  470;  rep.,  646,  577,  584.  760 

Christmas  Day .-. .  ■  .289,  '296 

Christy.  I'eter 417 

Church,  Benj 47.5.622 

Jonathan,  rep.    .* 60, 126,  149.  pasitim 

Samuel 740 

Churchwell.  Thos 632 

Cillev.  Joseph.  Capt..  452,  469;  rep..  483, 

"  .508,  ry'>0,  572,  573,  614. 
Clagstett,  Wvseisan,  43,  79,  103,  117,  119. 
201,  -206.  370,  4W,  461, 584, 655;  rep., 
G9t,  passim,  699,  703.  704.  749. 

Clap,  Supply 377,  393.  632.  698 

Ctaremout "32 
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Clarkson,  Andrew,  42,  45,  57,  59;  Clerk, 
60 ;  dec'd,  85,  95. 

Clement.  Peter 245 

CUrtbnl,  David 729 

Clough.  BeDJamin    206 

Capt 520 

Jeremiah 469,  rep. 

Jonathan 646,  747 

Thomas 691,  rep. 

Zacheiis.  2;  Justice,  14,514;  rep.,  661, 
739,  765. 

Colbie  or  Colby,  Abraham 514 

Benja 769 

.Joseph 514 

Moses 744 

Clark,  Daniel 417,  452 

Esq 447 

Joiia 740 

Ninian 455.  754 

Stephen,  Maj 577,  656,682 

William 754 

Cochran  James H99 

John,  commander  of  Fort  Wm.  & 
M.irv.  9,  290,  305,  312,  382,  409,  415, 
420.  560. 

John  [of  New  Boston] 751 

.     Jonath.an 514 

Cookburn  . . . .- 13,732 

GocUormouth 11, 264, 733 

Coffin,  E'lmund,  Capt 41 

Enoch 452 

.Poter 453,656.739 

Cotfran.  John 113 

Cncswell.  .Teremy 740 

Colburn.  Capt 5n8 

Tbvna.<« 002 

Cole.  J  )!!n.   331 

Samuel 706 

Colconl,  .Tona 632 

Colebrook 733 

Collins.  Jona  453,  737 

John 771 

Concord 12,  314,  733 

Connor.  Samuel.  Lt.  Col 608 

Conray,  Sanmel 602 

Contftocook  river 25 

Conwav.  Gen 99.  100 

(town).  306.  309,  351,  504,  516,  584  [see 
"N.anirs.l  734. 

Cook,  John  Walter 221 

Coorer.  Nath'l  453 

Wm..  'JOH.  422 ;  Capt 033 

Coos  or  Cohos.  road  to,  54,  5S,  151,  152, 
195,  266,  313. 


Copp.  David 284,  577,  656,  682 

Cornish 734 

Corliss,  Jere 777 

Cossit,  Ranna,  Key 706 

Cothill,  Steph 320 

Cott<in,  John 109,  110,  113 

Moses 228 

Couch.  Benja 598 

'  Coughlan,  Richard 627 

i  Council,    chaplain,   7;    chamber.   58; 
i  names  of,  59 ;  pay,  79,  114^  118, 124, 

I  285. 

Counterfeiting 19,  66 

Counties,  dividing  Province  into,  42,  109, 
129,  131-142,  144,  154.  160.  174, 175, 
178.  184,  192,  198.  202-206,  208-213, 
215,  228,  230,  276.  302. 
Courts,  times  and  places  of  holding, 
144(1).  154,  156,  213,  215,  216-220, 
228,  229.  276. 
Cowissewaschook — Indian  name  of  Kaer- 
sarge  mountain,  264. 

Craige,  Alexander 648,  768 

Cragin,  John,  447;  rep 645,  661 

Cram,  Ebenezer 768 

I  James 632 

I  John.  Capt.,  454,  469 ;  rep 733 

I  Crane.  J'lhn,  Doct'r,  petition 16 

I  Stephen 429,441 

:  Crokett.  Benjamin '. 514 

I  Cnimwell.  SMm'1 279 

Crosby.  Jn.siah.  Capt..  517,  596;  at  Bun- 
ker Hill,  600. 

I  <'roydon 734 

i  Culiey.  Cutting,  Capt 677 

:  Cummings,  John 601 

j  Simeon 447 

;         William 601 

'  Cunningliam,  Samuel 455 

j  Currency 45, 65,  73 

Currier,  Aaron 233 

Ezia 737 

J.flVev 57 

.Jonathan  238 

Curtiss.  Israel 532,  584,610 

Gushing.  Th'^mns 353,  402,  406, 429,  440 

Cutler,  Zaoh's.  Justice 10 

Di  ct.  Xafhan 707 

Cutts.  Sam'l..  71.  359;  rep.,  365.  passim, 
3fi6.  377,  303,  422,  442,  468,  483,  523, 
.552,  009.  690. 
1  Cutter,  Ammiruhamah,  Justice,  24,  351, 
377. 


D 


Dakin,  Amog,  453.  470;  rep 692 

Dam,  Jonathan 104,  283 

Dame  Theophilus 318,  319 

Tininthy  758 

Dana.  Sam  nel   535 

Daniels.  Eliphalet.  206,  295,  308,  648,  695; 
Capt.,  706,  708. 

Dantzick 211 

Darrah,  Robert 749 

Dartmouth  College.  11,' 12,  124,  275,  280, 
288,  291,  314.  318.  323,  610. 

Earl  of.  315.  369,  3*4,402,  409, 411,  413, 
417,  419,  680. 

(town) 203 

Davis,  Aaron 148 

Asa 447 


Davis,  David 633 

Deliverance 148 

.Jonathan 646 

Moses 112,  148 

Davison,  John 731 

Davison.  Wm 283 

Day,  Elkanah 334 

Dean, -Silas 356,  429,440 

Mr.  (a missionary) 532,  547 

Dearborn,  Henry,  Capt.,  587,  (at  Bunker 

Hill)  599 

John 731 

I^evi,  Doct..468;  rep 690 

Simeon 40,  758 

Dearing.  Ebenezer 684 

Deer,  wild,  2;  killing 31» 


1)  Pot  "  Beoond  "  read  teveral  countiee,  etc. 
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I>eerfleld 123,  '238,  258,  351,  73n 

De  Hart,  John 429,  441 

De  Lancey.  Oliver,  jiin 464 

Demerrit,  John,  Capt 665,  751 

Denbo,  Ichiibod.  148 ;  Capt 683 

Doniiutt,  John,  Capt 421 

Derby,  Richard,  jun 354 

Derryflelil 113,  211 

Dickey,  Adam 417 

John 73!) 

Dickinson,  John 429.  441 

Digges,  Dudley 330 

Dimond,  Ezekiel 31 

Diiio,  Mary 308 

Diiisinioro.' John  470,  rep. 

Dixon,  VVilli.im ,3!»2 

Divorce 93,  97 

WJodge.  David 83 

Doe,  Bradstreet 632 

Jona 632 

John 632 

Zcb 632 

Dolife.  John,  514;  jnn 514 

William 514 

Dover,  54,  lit;.  164,  185,  271,  272,  303,  309, 

313,  672,  7;{5, 
Downing,  Richard,  rep.,  48,  60,  SO,  pasaim, 
149;  239,  286,297,310,  a59,  370,  453, 
468,  655,  690. 

Dow,  Jona 113 

Joseph 742 


Dow,  Reuben «WI 

.Moaea ti08 

Dracnt 3^n 

Drake,  Abraham,  455, 468,  rep 650 

Wcaro 7.37 

Drew,  Kbonezer 75<1 

Dris<'old.  J 377 

Diiano.  Jame» 429,  441 

Dublin 736 

Ducket.  Jolm :i58 

Dudley.  John,  324,  4M,  469;  rep.,  4K4, 
.578,  (UW,  p'lsgim,  ti3."«,  645,  657,  691, 
6!Ki,  703,  •m. 

Jo.^^lilMl,  Gov    .396 

Nicholus  (i'JS 

Samuel.  4.54,  460;  rep.,  469,  .'►43,  645, 
061,  691. 

Dunbar,  David,  Lt.  Gov .{98 

Dunbartoii,  604,  (see  losses  at  Bunker 
Hill)  672,  736. 

Duncan,  WilU.am 750 

Dunstable 319,  736 

Durt^in,  Sam'l 633 

Durham,  2.  95,  96,  109,  113,  158,  IM.  266, 
446,  7:57. 

Dustin.  Caleb,  469;  rep 691 

Duty,  Mark 651,  6t>l 

Dwyer.  Jamoa 14«,  .'.O-t 

Dyer,  EUphalet ...  429,  440 

Samuel 667,  660 


E 


Barnes,  Eben'r 7.30 

Jonathan,   Rev 233 

Eastman,  Abiathar 514 

Caleb 602 

Ebenezer 197 

Edw.ard 7+4 

Jere 691,  rep. 

Noah 514 

Phillip ,37 

Richard 504,  734 

William 727 

Eaton,  Rachel _ 98 

Eayrs,  .Jowipli 7.'?6  ! 

Edwards.  Pierpont 491 

Effingham 209,  7.37 

Elkan  or  Elkin,  Capt 505.  520 

Henry 656,  6S2 

Elliott.  Gilbert,  Esq 62 

Sam'l  148 

Ellis.  Goo.  E 418 

Timothy.  453,  470;  rep.,  677;  Maj.  . .  .692 

Etaerson,  Daniel,  Rev 601 

E<l\vard 58,  199 

Moses 453,  484,  531,  555 


Emerson,  Sam'l,  rep.,  38,  48,  66,  iJOiUm, 
94,  692,  694,  766. 

Nath.aniel,  Lt.  Col 648 

Smitli 453,  469,  rep. 

Emer}'-t<)wu  ill 

Emery,  .•Vntony 514 

John 696,  705 

Noah,  rep.,  53.5,  5.17,  .>43,  607;  Dap. 
Sec.  548,  553,  090,  695,  pasum.  703. 

Emms,  Richard 617.  624,  684 

Enfield -JIS.  738 

Epping 57,  7.38 

Ev>s,  Francis 447,  751 

Epsom S3,  425,  460.  ?:« 

Estabrook,  Nehemiah,  470;  rep 738.  748 

Evans,  Daniel  4.55 

John ^-iS 

Stephen,  453;  rep.,  469,  .508.  543.  54», 
576;  Col.,  577,  .5*4,607,  663,  091. 

Euera,  Rufus 632 

Excise  on  spiritoas  liiinors 194. 2ia,  :«)2 

Exeter.  p<z.i.iim 424,  739 

Extxiditions,  military M 


Pabyan,  Samuel 468,  rep.  l  PifleUl,  William 646 

Parrington,  Jeremiah 614  |  Fisher,  Mr.,  264;  Mr* 3M 

Farmer,  .lohn. 399,  724  ^  Fisher,  James. 417,  739 

Parrar,  Stephen,  Rev.,  469;  rep.,  474,  480,        '  Nathan 417 

4M.57S.  I  Fisk.  James 602 

Timothy,  MaJ 608     Fitts.  .\hr.a'm 730 

Past,  annual,  appointed.    7,14.   164,401,  Nath.an 731 

.503,  545.  I  FItzwilliam 672 

Penton,   John.  371;   rep..    Mr..  .381,   41.5.  Fl.oirc.  John 15 

422.  445,  480,  485,  543,  544,  .54,5,  560,  Flan.lew.  Dan'l 763,  776 

577,  Gil.  I  Fletcher,  Elijah,  Rev..  470;  rep,  474,  535, 

Plfield,  John 324  !  638,  6^9. 
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Flood.  Marv 56  | 

Flovd.  Robert 255 

■WiUiam 429,441  I 

Fl yng,  James 37  ' 

Fogg,  Daniel 3  < 

"Jeremiah 3  I 

Fogg,  Josiah,  Maj 6W  ! 

FoUet,  Joseph 197  I 

Folsom   Asa 6.32 

David 6.32  ! 

Jeremiah,  Capt..  452.  468;  rep..  .■)49: 
Lt.  Col.,  577,  632.  646.  663. 

John 63:5 

Jonathan < 756  • 

Levi 632  ' 

Col.  Xath'l.  :>'i9 ;  rep..  .365.  paxsim,  .370. 
4(11.  4(17.  411,  429.  440, 442. 452.  4.54.  461 
465.  468.  471,  47«,  4«0,  503.  505.  527. 
.5'_'6, 54.3,  passim,  557 ;  Gen..  577, 651.        j 

Wm.,  63^;  jun tvVi 

Fonk?  Elijah 749  i 

Forsith.  Rob't 755 

Fort.  Wm.  Henry 14  I 

Wm.   &  Mary,    3,  8,  61.  64.  79.  120,        1 
195.  206,  228,  248,  261,  279,  301,  .305, 
307.  365,  381,  420,  422.  423,  579. 

Foss.  Joshua,  .360 ;  rep 363,  371 

Zach 29.5,308 

Foster,  Abiel,  351,  367.  469;  rep 578  : 

Daniel,  petition  for  grant  of  land 4  j 

Je-lediah 354 

Moses 34  I 


Fowle.  Daniel.  43,  58.  119,  186.  206.  229. 
258.  283,  309, 313. 

Fowle.  Ichabod  743 

Levi .737 

Robert 186,  206,  229,  258,  283,  309,  313 

Fowler,  Jacob 633 

Philip 633 

Francestown. .  .24,  .309.  318.  324,  351,  417,  739 

Freeman,  284 

Edmund 532 

Jona 11 

Samuel 465,  476.  519 

French.  Aaron 1.58,  244 

Abel 772 

Abraham 746 

Moses 272,  455 

Richard 646 

Samuel 646 

William 772 

Frve,  Isaac 517 

Joseph 223 

Frost,  George,  15 ;  Ass't  Justice,  17,  45, 
511,469;  rep..  .551. 

Jonathan 5*9 

Wm 185.  308 

Fullerton,  J.ames 49 

Fulsom,  Samuel 295 

Fultv)n,  Robert 417 

Furber,  N 391 

Thomas    98 

Fnmald,  John 601 


G 


Gadsrleu.  Christopher. 430.  441 

Gage,  Amos 707,  7G4 

General 420,  422.  464.  51.5 

John,  15 ;  rep 286.  297.  310,  323 

Tho.mas,  Gen 28,  29 

Gains.  George.  21.  229,  .377.  422.  580,  608. 
648.  661,  76.5. 

Gale.  Amos 746 

Jacob.  Major.  469;  rep.,  .577;  Lt.  CiL. 
644. 

Galleys.  Tiiomatj 767 

Galloway.  Joseph 429,  441 

Gambier.  Ja>«:s 259 

Gamble.  Capt 393 

Gardner,  Thomas .354.  402.  406 

Garl;ind.  Mones 324 

Garvin.  James 469,  rep. 

Gates.  Horatio.  Gen r>36 

Gazette.  New  Hampshire,  407.  411.  418. 
445.  459. 

GF.ourfE  III.,  king,  ^iddress  to 437-441 

GerrLsh.  En.Hjh 72.'* 

Henry.  469;  rep..  577;  Lt.  Col i;!'2 

Joseph 475 

Paul W..  67.  83 

Samuel 66.  67,  73.  197,  206,  221.  .308 

Gerrv',  Elbridge .3.>4 

Gibs<".n,  James,  Lt.  Col 608,  764 

Timofliy 4<i9,  rep. 

Giddings,  Jno.,  59;  rep.,  119,  y)u.<.<im,  149, 
239,  L'Nti.  -'97,  310.  .^32.  :«9.  .366,  370. 
407.  411.  4.52.  461,  478.  6lM>.  690.  70.5. 

Gilbert.  Sam..  Col.  Justice '.'l,  .584 

Thomas.  Lt.  Col K08 

Gile.  Ezekiel    766 

Giles.  Bcnja..  578;  rep..  .582.  f>OS,  (J.55,  6!>2. 
(193.  696,  passim.  703,  704,  771. 

Gille.spy.  Junies 24 

Gilman.  -Antipas 469,  reji. 

Caleb 462 


Gilman.  David,  469.   .508;    rep.,  577.  667, 
660,  691.  763. 

Israel.  Justice.  11,  286;  rep.,  297, 
310,  359,  496;  Ll  Col.,  519,  614, 
627. 

James 164 

John,  petition 14 

.John  W 677 

J.)seph 703,  705 

Nii-'aolas,  Col.,  452.  468,  474.  478,  508. 
510,  .544.  passim.  481 ;  Col..  ,577.  607, 
(!09.  h;i6. 

(>>1..  petition 10 

Peter,  of  the  Council.  11.  19.  45, 
passim.  .55:  rep,  59.  71.  8.5;  .■speaker 
pro  tern.  96;  speaker.  112,  140.  172. 
23;i.  249.  414.  662.  695,  707. 

Samuel 158.  164 

Theoph 452,  454 

Gilniantown 740 

Gilmore.  James 164.  268,  2^3,  .576 

Gilsnm.. 193,  201.  739 

Gleason.  William 324 

Gliden.  Simei'ii 776 

Goddard.  Wm 767 

G.xlfrey.  Ezekiel 765 

Ji'Seph 57 

Gofte.  Col..  34:  John.  48.  Rep..  60.  61,  63, 
68.  passim.  12;).  I4!».  206.  239.  277. 
286.  2;t7.  310.  347.  :W0,  .577. 

Goffstown 15.  291,  y03.  304.  :!08.  672.  741 

Goo<lwin,  Daniel 772 

MD;) 636 

Robert 633 

Goold.  Benjanun.  Maj 608,  654 

Gordon,  James 295.  304 

Thomas 768 

Gosport 104,  113,  119,  1,34,393 

,<in*is.  John,  Lt 061  ■ 

Xa'han,  46*;  rep tiSfr,  tiST.  iM,  769 
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<Tove.  Joiia.,  Doct 447 

Winthrop 772 

Grafton  Co lW2,:vn,  .ns,  314 

towns  in 328,  fii)5.  (i72 

<rrant,  .Jamo«,  memorial 10,711 

<iravos.  Admiral 3K1 

S.inili 20« 

<Trav.  .lames 453 

'rimothy 51»7 

<ircgv;,   David 417 

J..lin.  petition X'i 

William 66,  82,  64« 

Oreeley,  E.iward M6 

.Fonathan   •'>77 

Joseph T2!) 

Capt.  Samuel,  171;  rep..  'iZ'3,  poKnim, 
267;  M:m I>41 

<lroen. ,  Hiq.,  rep 371 

Ezra,  Doct Mfi 


Grocn,  Francis,  petition 20 

I  Natlian 2M.  303,772 

I  Green.  Peter,  .lustlco 14 

j  (treenlami 741 

'  Green  jpaf.  Benjamin 4IM',  496,  520 

j  .lonathan :t54 

I  Oreenwo..!.  .Joneph.  46.'5,  470;  rep 738 

I  Gritlin,  .Inlm 467 

!  Gritlltli.  .Jolin 2 

■  Grinwold 532 

1  .lolm.  Maj 608,738,748 

Stephen 740 

:  (Trouanl.  .lames ;to4,  :,-24 

j  Grout,  h  lljali.  :!71 ;  rep r.92,  70<5 

Gummer.  K/eklel 48,  98,  206,  »i09 

(Junni.>*oii.  Samuel 771 

;  <iunthwait 313,  740 

,  Giistin,  Kli-ha 6n7 

Sanri 473,  751 


H 


Ha<'kett.  .James.  M;vj.,  608,  634,  IV47,  650, 
William 

H.afiley,  Nehemiah 

Hainea.  ,Ioshua 

Hale,  .\l)igail 

Mr 

Enoch,  i>etitlon,  20;  rep. . . .  578,  641, 

Henry 

.John,  rep.,  38,  60.  63;  Doct'r,  129.  14't. 
200.  277;  Col..  315,  370,  473,  470.  47S, 
507,517;  Capt.,5«9(at  Bunker  Hill). 
600,  602,  641. 

.Jonathan.  Maj 578, 

Nathan 4%, 

Samuel,  12;  jun  308, 

Thomas.  Lt.  Col 

Halifax,  Earl  of. 28. 29. 

Halifax 


676 
618 
651 
741 
.2 
390 
693 
200 


Hall.  Benjamin,  286;    rep.,  297,  .SIO,  .322. 

Henry 

.James.  C.apt 

John 95,357, 

Thomas  and  wife 

Samuel 208, 

Ham,  Moses 

Sanniel 

Hamhleton.  Murry 

Hauituond,  .Vlaitbiaa 

.I'l^eph 577,  Lt. 

Hampton 

Hampton-foils.  6.  4.5.  58.  95,  105,  Uo.  112, 
1,^'i.  163.  177,  185.  246,  279,  323.  o51 
74.^. 

Hampstead 

Hancock.  John,  Hon. .  .354 

Hanover 11.  16 

Hare  luit.  Earl  of. 

Hardy.  Stejilien f 

Tlieo|)!iilus 

Harford.  .Marv 

Nioh 

Harri.*)n.  Benjamin a30, 4.30. 

Hart.  Benj 112. 

(ier.rge .377,422. 

Richard •_■_•• 

Thomas 377. 

William 662.  6S4.  695. 

Harvard  College 46.  51,  53,  ."►4.  55 

Harvell.  James 

Ha.'isellino  or  Haselton,  Samuel 470. 

.Mr 

Hastings,  George,  Capt 

Hasty,  .James 


.1.58.  197.221, 

,  512,  524,  .'>.i3. 

2.«<0,  672.  696, 


629 
627 
351 
641 
,62 
124 
360 
768 
677 
770 
.95 
220 
779 
.80 
.10 
3.57 
Col 
742 


742 
.566 
743 
.62 
.307 
351 
307 
632 
441 
178 
765 
377 
."^09 
707 
.  67 
766 
rep 
447 
631 
■223 


Haven.  Sam'l,  Rev.,  43.  62.  79,  in.3.  119, 
201,  206,  210,  258,  279,  303,  324,  302, 
368.  374. 

Haven,  .John 479 

Haverhill 48,  313,  .378,  743 

Hawke 744 

Hawley,  Joseph 354,  402,  406 

Hawk'ns,  William 627 

Hayes.  Aaron ,576 

.James 727 

.John 463 

Samnel.  470;  rep 691 

Haywood.  William,  470;  rep 577,  731 

Hazzen.  .John 266 

He.aley,  Nalh'l 371,  rep 

Heard.  .James 514 

Robert 514 

Samuel 736 

Heath.  Benja. . : 514 

J.'Shua .=■.04,  .514 

Willi.am :554,  402 

Heiiiii'.herg 211 

Hemiuway,  .John 324 

Henderson.  Howard.  Capt.,  .59;  rep,  126, 
149. 

Georite » 245.  258 

Henrv.  P.atrick.  .^30.  4.30;  jun 441 

Henniker 16.  25,  515,  744 

Herrini.an  op  Harriman,  Leonard     .  .514,  728 

Stephen 692,  rep 

Hewes.  .Joseph 430,441 

Hibharrl.  Jedediah .632 

Hlckey.  .fames 21 

Hill  or  Hills.  David 669 

Elislia 377 

.James 462 

.John.  Jno    677 

Sam\iel,  470:  rep 774 

Co.,  .■!09;  towns  in 327 

Hillsborough,  '2.5;  Earl  of,  62;  letter.  176. 
192.  2.S1    343. 
lown."   .'...    ...210,  258,  267,  277,  281.672 

lllhon.Col 632 

Eiwanl.  jun 633 

Ich 632 

.Jo.Mab 632 

Hind.  .I.acob,  Capt..  517.  590;  at  Bunker 

Hill 600 

Hinman.  Col 532 

Hinsd.alc.  town..    109.  l.M.  362,672 

Hobart.  David.  11,  14;  Justice.  19.  iM. 
.322.  .577,  Col. 
Isaac 602 
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Hobart  Sam'l,  Capt.,  73,  96, 113, 171,  239; 
Maj.,  277,  281,  286;  rep.,  297.  298; 
Recorder.  310.  336,  360.  3(;8,  454,  461, 
466,  470,  479,  494.  496.  .o37,  5.56,  607, 
608, 638. 661,  663, 678, 697,paAVim,707. 
Hodgdon.  Caleb,  378,  Capt.  .6.06,  6^3,  707,  735 

John,  359;  rep 370 

Shadrack,  469;  rep 576,  579,  648,  657 

Hogg,  Jolin 604,  736 

Hubert. .    tjii4 

Holt.  Joseph,  Capt 1&7,  452 

Samuel 761 

Holbrook,  Joseph,  Justice 19 

HoUis,  63,  319.  601,  ^see  battle  at  Bunker 

Hill),  745. 
Holland,    Capt.,  264.  268;  Surveyor,  293. 
Sam'l,  294,  6S0,  7U. 

Stephen,    286;  rep..  292,  297,298,302. 
310.  359,  363,  370,  463,  649. 
Holmes.  John 739 

Oliver ! .  417 

Robert 706 

William 417 

Holyoke,  Edward 47,  54,  67 

Hook,  Jacob 746 

Moses 455 

Hooper,  William 430,  441 

Hopkins,  Stephen 331,  429,  440 

Hopkinron 298,  303,  309,745 

Hountos.  Chestcfer 514 

James. 514 

House,  John .284,  3 18,  346 


Houghton,  Nehemiah 778 

Hovey.  Kath'l,  470;  rep 74T 

How,  Geo 57 

Howe,  Isaac 526,  569 

Gen 652 

Howard,  Lord 62 

Samuel 775 

Hubbard,  Ephraim  731 

Hudson,  James 236 

Hushes,  John 198 

Hull.  Joseph 514 

Humphrey,  Daniel 368 

Humphreys,  Charles 429,  441 

Hunt.  Sam'l,  3G0;  rep.,  577,  Lt.  Col 731 

Huntley,  Nathan 473,  751 

Huntoon,  Charles 776 

Joseph.  Ens 628 

Samuel 169 

Huntress.  George 2 

Hurd,  John,  Justice,  16,  261,  313,  318; 
Recorder  of  Deeds,  322,  368,  544, 
553,  569.  570.  577:  rep.,  693,  696; 
passim,  703,  704,  7'J7. 

Huse.  Carr 755 

Hutchins,   Gordon,    Capt.,   (at  Bunker 
Hill).  5S8,  599. 
Hezekiah,  517 ;  Capt.,  589,  (at  Bunker 

Hill) 699 

Solomon 49 

HcTCHixsoN,  Gov.  of  Massachusetts,  17 

Thos 19 

Hutchinson  Jk  Handbury 55 


Indians,  28,  30;  names,  531;  In  Canada,        [  Invoice  of  weights  and  measures 41 

547;  Louis 569  1  Island.  Pest-house 18,  21,23 

Interest  on  money,  established 74,  75.  76  i  Isles  of  Shoals,  144,  148, 193,  194, 196, 225, 

Inventory  of  Estates,  143 ;  list  of  towns  . .  180  |  '246,  626,  709. 


Jackman.  George,  Jun 143 

Jackson,  Clement,  Doct 03 

Hall,  Dr.,  279,  :j04,  324.  422.  459,' 494'  " 
523,  63a,  649,  651,  652,  654.  657. 

Joseph 2 

Jaffrev,  George,  of  the  Councii.  5,  7^  9,    ' 
39,  62,  6S,  245.  passim,  201.  279,  .303, 
364.  508,  546,  578,  607.  639.  662,  677. 
694,  707,  714. 

Jaffrey ,  town 672 

James,  Joshua 742 

Janverin,  George ...!.......  71 

Jaquith.  Ebenezer ',[  .324 

Jay,  John 429_  441 

Jert'ersou,  Thomas '.  330 

Jetl'erson,  town 203 

Jenkins,  Wm .49 

Jenness.  Francis 769 

Richard,  3<\,  13,  47,  58;  rep.,  60.  73, 
U2,  113,  121,  123,  149.  passim,  186, 
229.  238,  239,  258,  266,  26i#.  278,  321. 


Richard.  Jun.,  Esq.,  286. 297.  302,  308,  310. 455 

Samuel.  359 ;  rep c65, passim,  370,  769 

Jerry's  P.;int 376,  377,  506 

Jewell,  Mark 769 

Jewettor  Juit,  Dea 447 

.Jacob 746 

Johnson,  Benjamin 455 

Charles 322,  503,  578,  744 

Col.G 548 

Nathan,  468 :  rep 741 

Sam'l 16,760 

Thomas  357,  429;  jun 441 

Jones,  Benjamin 456 

Danie! 109,151,277 

.Ii.seph 'i'72 

Wm 304 

Jordan,  John 279 

Journal  of  the  House,  names  of  mem- 
bers, 59 ;  to  be  printed 69.  184 

Judklns,  Leonard 771 


K 


Kaersarge.  Mt 264  1  Kellev  or  Keille,   Moses,  456,  469;  rep.. 

Kaneily.  John .599  I  '577;  Maj.  692. 

Karr.  James 15  |  Killev,  Joshua 514 

Keene 745  I  Kelse'v.  .Tames 148 

Kelleyor  Keille,  John 735.  770  !  Kendall,  Daniel 447 

Joseph 221,  351.  495,  496  I         Samnel 514 
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Kendrlcke,  Capt 302 

Kensington fi72 

Kcous,  William 444  | 

Kldiier,  Col 041 

Reuben 3'J3 

Kllbuni,  Asa 730 

Kimball.  Ben 767 

of  Ilennilier,  Justice,  15;  Josepli 

515.  744.  767. 

Pr.rter 684 

Samuel.  113.  158;  rcp (i'.U 

Kineson.  A.-iron 633 

Klu?.  Geurgc.  .277,  308,  324,  368,  376,  415,  618 

-John 2'.>5 

Thomas 514 

KiDg8berry,  Abaalom 726 


KlngBtown.  4 ;  East 113,  737,  74« 

Kiiirii'k.  Beiij'a 447 

Kinney.  ■lanifH 429 

Klnoni.iii,  Aaron,  Capt.,  5S8;  at  Bmilior 
HI11,.V)0. 

Kirt  ami.  Sam'l 534 

Kni>:lit,  John 40 

Wni 377,  .391,  632,  634 

Knowles,  James.  rci>..  60,  80,  129.  149. 
7;a.«.sim,  2.3;i.  2^6.  297.  .110.  MiO,  371, 
4(;'»..';Tk;  Dea.,  645,  636,  6«l,t01. 

Samuel 46**,  rep 

Know  1  ton,  Davitl 731; 

Kben'r 238,  269 

Knox,  William 514 

Kully,  John 66 


Ladd.  Daniel 7.35 

Eliphalet,  Capt 606,  70)S 

Simeon C.S4 

Timothy 4.')3 

Trueworthy 472 

Lamprey,  Joliu 7G1 

Lancaster 203,  306,  570,  746 

Laniiatf. 747 

Lane,  Ezekiel 238 

Jesse 759.771 

John,  Maj 677 

Josliua 57 

Siiuuel 468,  rep. 

William 742 

Langdon,  John.  Cnpt.,  ,3T(T;  lep.  delegate, 
p.is.sim,  442,  481,  5U2.  525,  558,  .■)75. 
5.>0.  584.  610.  C52. 

Martha 148 

Samuel,  Capt 58.544 

Samuel.  Rev.,  4.3.  62.  79,  103,  119,  2t)l, 
216,  210,  258,  279,  303,  324,  362,  368, 
.374.  5G0. 

Wm 21,  601,765 

Woodbury  and  30ns 242,  271 

Woodbury,  Capt..  359;  rep.,  365,  pas- 
sim. 378. 

Lawrence,  David.  469;  rep 578,  615,  6G1 

Oliver " 745 

Learned.  Abijali,  G93;  rep 732,  7.33 

Iveatliers,  Sar  di 22,  .83 

Leavitt  or  Levit.  Benjamin 701 

Samuel,  Capt 58,  n.i,  123 

Thomas ;)5.  628 

Leavitts-town .">24,  737 

Leb;mon 11,  280,  748 

LeeCovn) 7t8 

Jeremiali.  Col 459 

Richard  H 330,  430,  441 

Leeclimau.  Prof 1(>2 

Lempster 672,  749 

Lennitijj,  Thomas 49 

Leonard,  Abijah 469,  rep. 

Daniel  354 

John 463 

Lbvius,  or  Liviue,  Peter,  I ;  of  the 
Council.  3,  9,  ))(issim.  104;  notice  of 
109,  183,  270,  336,  337,  344,  349,  714. 

Lewis.  Asa 417 

Eben 473,  751 

James 649 


Lewi.'*,  Joseph 

L  bbv.  Jeremiah 

Light  lio!i;-e. .  .9,  70,  71,  279.281,  288,  295, 

I.iino  or  Lyme 12,  21,  313,  378, 

I.imirick 

Lincoln.   IJcnjandn 223, 

Line,  l>ou:iilary  oetwcen  New  Hamp- 
shire anil  Ma.>-sacliu.sctts.  9,  222- 
226.711-716. 

Lisbon 

List  of  ratrahle  estates,  166;  of  towns, 
efe.,297,  310. 

Lit<;htield 258,  272, 

Little  Harbour 

Little.  .Margaret  and  Matthew 

Mi.*s  15,  16.  19.264. 

Samuel 4.3.'). 

-Stoplien 12,  13,  21 

LiveriM'TR,  Matthew 

Sam'l.  petiti'ii,  10.  II;  rep,,  14,  199. 

P'ls.iiin.  223,  239,  264,  .363,  368,  .5.13. 

Livins^fon,  Philip 429, 

William  429, 

Lloyd.  Edward .- . . . 

•lames 

Londonderry 199.  291,  292,314,324, 

Lot!/ Isl.iml 

Loi'gfellow,  Nathan 283,  303, 

Lon'.;-.Mead  i\NS 

Long.  Pieicc.  .i77.  4(i.'^;  rep.,  4^,560,662, 

(U8,  ()'.)0,  708.  passim. 
Lottery.  101.  113.  134,  144,  165,  193,  for- 
bidden, 231,  212,  307,  315,  365. 

Loudon 318, 

Loverin.  Ebenezer 

Loves?  Jo>;e[ih 

Love  well,  Jonathan  

Capt  .  147.  4';n;  rep 608,  691,  696, 

Nnah.4r.;>;  Rev 

Lovejiiy.  Byell 

Low,  Isaai' 429, 

Lucas.  Thom:i9 

Lutwieko  or  Lutwick,  KdwarJ  G.,  162, 
197.  207.  301,  607,  641. 

Sarah 

Lyford.  Thomas,  Ens 

Lyman 

Lyndsborough 672, 

Lynch,  Thomas i30. 


.••.15 
422 
296 
750 
773 
715 


740 


749 
W 
67! 
317 
741 
.23 
43 


441 
441 

:«? 
357 
7.50 
707 
351 
319 


747 
492 
614 
1,'>2 
70? 
736 
514 
441 
766 


641 
628 
072 
750 
441 
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Mace.   Andrew W6 

MaJbury 158,164,751 

Mann,  Benja.,  Capt.,  517,  595,  (at  Bunker 

Hill),  tiOO. 
March,  Clement.  Col.,  rep.,  30,  48.  49,  54. 
passim.  00.  92.  115,  149,  239,  241).  .'SG, 
297,  310.  347,  3.59,  3d'j,  370,  4o2,  M<. 
liicj,  703,  741. 

Marcliaiu.  Henry j;il 

-Marcy,  John,  Capt.,  323,  517, 5yU,  (at  Bun- 
ker Hill),  UOO. 

Marden,  Thomas ly.i,  i-^a 

Marlow     473,7.51,773 

Marlborough 754 

.Marsh,  JoJiu 115 

Marshall,  Juhn ,X)8 

Marston,  Uavid,  453,  Miii;  rep 7tii 

uo:i<  liah 95 

5imou 324,  4.55 

i'uuJ  Smith 7.54 

Martin,  James 447,  453,  469,  rep. 

Jonathan.  447,  449,  470;  rep 055 

Thomas,  Justice 10,  279,  304 

Marvin,  John 774 

Maryland,  .^55;  resolves 256,  357,  35>> 

Mason  ^town) 535,  75J 

John  Tutcon 1U4 

John -jGlj,  283 

Sarah .-jox 

Mathe.-t,  Valentine 15 

Mathews,  Abr 39I 

McAtl'.-e,  Daniel 049 

.MacAlpine.  Donaid 11 

-McAuley.   fioience 514 

McCiary,   .Andrew,  Muj.,    irM.  474,   oi)3, 
5:;l,  .527,  -5!).^,  710. 

John.  M,:i :  rep .>J7,  »;s,  WO,  6!<i 

MacDonah,  .\Ir iI4 

.McDutrc-e,  John.  266,    267,  269,  27^.   :jiW. 
4.53.  4<>i»;  iep.,  475,  463,  614. 

McGaw.  Jiicob    ...   4(J9_  i(j[, 

.McGregore,  J>avid.. .  .■ !.-,><,  •'  ;i 

Jame.s,  469;   ivp..  474,  4«4.  .522,  530." 
■557,  6;W,  jun.,  ti4S. 

Mr-- .5.57,  .51 B 

McHurd,  .fames 15)s.  ,^14 

•Ml.  lutvor.  Xeal 377",  47s 

Mackay .  Benja '.  .joJ 

.McKean,  Tlicinu.-* 429  441 

-NicLau^'uiin,  Thoa..  417;   Capt..  5S9,  (at 
Bunlvur  Hill),  599. 

-McMah.jn,  Jnme.s I.5 

.Mi-.M:ister.H.  -James 466 

William 417.  f,ii-A,  564 

.^[cMillan,    Andrew,    34><,   3.51,    .504,   513; 
Col.,  514,  734,  .577. 

.\U  .Murphy,  .ile.vauder <i5 

J'^lm 453.725 

McPheisjii,  Capt.  John 718 

.MeQue,-*tt;n,  M.xj lyi 

Mead,  Benja t;32 

Joseph 4 

wm ::;::::;i53 

Meeting   if  <,'onimittee»  or  Convention  in 

New  Vork si 

Mellen,  .John ;!'24 

Melliiii,  Charles ..417 

Melvin.  Jiisiah    95,97 

Memori  \l  to  the  Colonies 4.';o-437 

-Memphremagiitf  Kike 711 

Ali.'riara,  .Joseph 447,  7.52 

.Meredith 7.53 

Merrill,  .Vinos 514 

John.  {>etltlon  to  keep  a  ferry 12 


Merrill,  Daniel 200,  324- 

Eliphalet,  rep.,  60,  149,  171,  passim, 
197,  239,  286,  297,  310,  359,  370,  455. 

Enoch 514 

Ezekiel 646- 

Henry,  Dea 4.5.3- 

•James 765 

Joseph 772 

Justice 20 

Peter 651 

Thom.is, 504,  514,  Jun..../ 734 

William .514 

Merrimack  river 12,  131.  ItH 

town 65,  135.  226 

-Meserve,  Daniel 56 

<ieorge 104,  108.  IIO,  67* 

•Jonathan 751 

Metiiuen 37« 

Middk-iown 20,  7.5:; 

.Middloton.  Henry. 430.  440 

.Miitiin,  Thomas 429,  440 

Militia,  laws 267,  271 

Miller.  Heber 777 

.Millet.  Thomas    2 

MilLs.  EHgood 273- 

Mitchell,  Anna 19T,  221 

Robert 197,  221 

Sam'l 702 

Mollineu.'«.  VVm 347 

Moloney,  John 351 

Monadnoc,  Xo.  4 16- 

So. '2 .' 20 

No.  5 549,754 

No.  6 20 

Money,  value  of.  74.  75,  77 ;  coined  silver. 
)<0;  stocks,  ^.-c.  s^3:  2l«.  265,  281. 
296;  (.-.xchange.  302. 

.Montgomery,  General 71(<.  722 

Hugh 417,  750 

iloiison    58.  65 

Montoalni.  General 50.'? 

.M'pijuv.  Mr.,  petiti'in 12 

.(..siah.  : 14 

Mil  iney.  Hercules.  303;  rep C91,  G<Mi.  74» 

."\hii're."  Daniel,  577,  Col..  .587;  'at  Banker 
Hill.  .5fi9,  007,  671. 
Uol.-rt,  Lr.  Co].,  608.  619. 

Moor.  Archel.ius 49.  T.iCt 

.Sam uel,  4«;9 ;  rep 692 

.Solom-Jti,  Rev IS? 

.Morev,  Israel.  15.  16.  29).  304.  31.3,  346, 
371;  ren..  470,  4<!.  .544.  548.  5.53. 
577.  -583.  ij08,  621.  655.  670,  693.  703. 
704.  765. 

Morreil.  Anne 22 

Morrill.  l)a.\'itl 4.">o.  730- 

John 64« 

Miriam 20«5 

William 469  rep. 

Morrison,  Ale.x 377 

John.  Rev..  291,  292;  James   T79 

Sam'l 6.51 

Morse.  Ell  736 

Stephen,  4<i'*;  rep 691 

Morton.  John 429,441 

Morristown 748 

Moultnn,  David 769 

Ebenezer 243 

Elizabeth 148 

Ezekiel 27» 

Jona.,  6 ;  petition,  4.5,  58 ;  rep..  59.  69, 
passim.  S3,  149;  Col..  174,  239,240. 
•279,  313,  346,  452.  577,  607,  628. 
Joseph 79,  123: 
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Moulton,  .Jim.Jun .ns,  (590  I  MoulUmboioiigh 15,151,  Ift^  203,  ■.'79,  t>72 

J.wliua,  Oupt. 4.")2,  .>15  I  Moylaii,  SUjpbmi «l!t.  tijo,  708 

J.>«iali,  2««J;  rep,  297,310,313,370,  4tW  \  .MuiTay,  .Jiio .>«5 

JoHiali,  3rd,  3.VJ;  rop.   370,  4«W,  47«,4»0  I  Muster  Roll  of  Capt.  AroheliiuH  Towne.  .717 

WillUin lyo,  iy«,  742  ' 


N 


Names   of   ("ouiiciloi-s,   59,  172,  19«,  28.'>. 
•25/7,  310,  3G0. 
of  RepreseiitativcH,  59,  149,  171,  239, 

2S6,  2'J7,  310,  334,  369,  370. 
of  Deputies  to  3<l  Provincial  Congress, 
452,  454 ;  to  4th  Provincial  Congress, 
46«,  t5t»-06!);  to  5tli  Provincial  Con- 
gress, t>l)0-<JU3. 
of  Towns,  343-347,  359,  370,  4«8,  «J58, 
665-t«;9. 

of  Continental  Congrese 429, 440 

of  Conway  men 514 

of  losses  at  Bunker  Hill  battle  . .  586-<i04 
of  men  in  Capt.  Arcbelans  Town's 
muster-roll,  717. 

Nash,  Timothy,  petition 14 

Nashua  river 319 

Nason,  David 743 

Neal,  Hubertus,  452,  632;  jun 633 

John 447 

Neely,  .Matthew   159 

Margaret 159 

Nevin,  James,  of  the  Council,  1;  dec'd,  198 

Phineas t)02 

Ncvens,  Thomas 73.3 

\Vm .319 

Newburyport 45" 

New  Chester  (Hill) 755 

New  Boston 58,  9.5,  162,  303,  309,  351,  7,54 

New  Britain 83,  97,  211,  754 

New  Castle 131,  .304,  322,  672,  755 

New  Durhivm 148,  324,  756 

New  Durham  Gore 756 

New  Hampshire  boundary,  62,  81,  222, 

712,  714,  715. 
New  HoUlemess 10,  151,  7.57 


New  Hopkinton 34,  58,  158 

Newichw.onnock  river 223 

Newlngton 40.  758 

New  Ipswich,  petition,  142,  148,  IRJ.  324,  .569 
NicwMARcii,  Joseph,  of  the  Council,  1 ; 
pagHim,  50. 

.John 415 

John,  Capt 279 

Newmarket 9.5, 113,  307,  758 

Newport 758 

Newtown 228,  233,  296,  761 

New  York 374 

New  York,  proclamation  of  Lt.  Gov.,  26, 
62;  Convention  at,  71,  72,  81,  86. 

Nicholas,  Robert  0 330 

Nickerson,  Ansel 17,  19 

Nichols.  Moses 691,  rep. 

Samuel 417 

Norman,  Capt.,  414 ;  Zach 415 

Norris,  Capt 520 

North  Cai'olina 5 

North  lIami)ton 761 

Northumberland 306,  .570,  760 

North  wood "60 

Nottingham    83,  95,  159.  2fll,  303,  759 

West "59 

Nova  Scotia 124 

Noyce,  Edmund 317 

Eno<;h -tTO.  rep. 

Noyes,  Benjamin 469,  rep. 

John 728 

Nudd,  Simon 742 

Nute,  Lt 6H3 

Nutt,  Samuel -  ••HT 

Nutter,  John 463 


() 


Oaths  a<lmini8tere<l 63 

of  abjuration  (1) 129 

of  secresy -ICS 

of  officers  and  soldiers 505 

of  courts  martuil 543 

of  witnesses 543 

Odell,  Joseph 514 

I»ry WJ 

Oiliorn,  Benj 318,  319 

.John 318 

Susannah 318 

OdJome's  Point 71 

Odlln,  Woo<lbridge.  Rev 660 

Ogilcn,  Uaj 721 


Olcott,  Aicott  or  .Alcixik,  Simeon.  286; 
rep.,  297,  310,  panirim,  329,  3:«5, 347, 
348. 

Orange '^^ 

Order  of  the  king— determining  boun- 
dary line,  etc.,  62. 

Orke.  Owen 578 

Orford,   14,  19,  135,  291.  .MH,312.  313,  378,  761 

Osborne,  George,  J.,  .391,  677 ;  Capt 706 

Osgood,  Benjamin 514,  746 

James,  504 ;  Lt 514,  .552 

John 51* 

Oswald,  James,  Esq 62 

Oswego •« 

Otis.  ,f. antes '"''• 


(I)  In  note,  for  "disilaining"  read  tlisclaiininy.  —  Ed. 
51 


794 


INDEX. 


Paca,  William a57,  429,  441 

Packer,  Thomas*,  sheriff,  43,  79,  103,  113. 
119,  L'06,  2-.'l. 

Packersfleld,  JO,  [Nelson] 704 

Page,  Abraham,  455,  470;  rep 061 

Benja 37,  43, 735 

Caleb,  38,  307;  Capt.,  507,  470;  rep., 

474.  645,  655,  661,  691. 
David,  petition.  12,  151,  504;   Capt., 
514,  73-1. 

Enoch 650 

Jeremiali 514,  736 

Jesse 726 

Philip 514 

Robert 735 

Samuel.  470 ;  rep.,  577 ;  Maj 774 

Paiba,  Rowland,  De 37 

Paine  or  Pavn,  Benja 356 

Elisha 5&4,  Lt.  Col. 

Robert  Treat 429,440 


Peiree.  Nath'l   12'' 

Samuel 197,  221 

Pelham 314,  764 

Pembroke 35,  114,  134,  137,  314,  763 

Peniigewasset  river 133,  135,  325,  351 

Pendergaat,  Dennis 578 

Pendleton,  Edward 330,  430,  441 

Penhallow,  John 197,  258,  618,  701 

Sain'l 377,  415,  473 

Pennsylvania 5S 

Perkins,  Mrs 633 

True G46 

Perley,  Samuel,  Rev ,238,  243,  270,  273 

Perrystowu  (Sutton) 7G3 

Pest-houh^c.  Island 4 

Peterborough 291,  292,702 

PHterborough  Slip 186,  .'524 

Petition  to  his  Majesty nfj 

Pettiugill.  Matthew 470,  rep. 

Peverly.  Joseph 15,  760 


Palfrey,  William 652  |  Phelps.  Alexander 291,  304.  313. 347 


Paper  Bills 145. 191 

Parker.  John,  197,  207.  272.  363,  368,  399. 
447,  469,  rep;  552,  559,  662. 

Noah 186,  228,  283,  295,  319 

Oliver 773 

Robert  580.  618.  648 

William,  rep..  96.  98,  110,  115,  pan- 
sim.  123,  149.  239,  286;  clerk,  287. 
■3)7.  299,  310,  332,  705. 

Jun'r 553 

Palmer,  J 457 

Samuel 646 

Parry,  Edward 408,  413.  415 

Parsons.  Aaron 774 

Edward.  468 ;  r^p! 480.  663 

Moses.  454 ;  rep..  469,  474, 535, 549.  656. 
698. 

Samuel,  H 356 

Thos 2P5 

Parson,  Joseph 470 


Phillips,  John,  286;  rep 294.  297,  298,  310 

Sarah .158 

Wm 354 

Philbriok.  Samuel,  Maj.,  608 ;  rep 690 

Pickering.  Daniel 112 

John.  4(1.  325,  332;  rep.,  366.  408.  442, 
452,  461. 

Eunice 107 

Ephraim.  Maj 577,606,758 

Thomas 618 

Timothy,  Dea 107 

Timothy,  Hon 107 

Piermount,  towiishiji 56,  765 

Pigwacket 4 

Pilghman  or  Tilghman,  Matt 357 

Piukerton.  John,  Maj (H8 

Piper,  Stephen 452 

Piscataqua  river 248,  258 

Pitcaim,  Maj 527 

Place,  David.  Capt 677 


P^RTRinoE.  Wm.,  Lt.  Gov , 396-'-piaintield 10.  767 

Pascal.  Elizabeth 44     Plaistow 113.  148.  .368.  766 

Pattee.  Eliphalet  and  Abigail,  303.  304,  Pluniuier.  John.  15:  Asst.  Justice 17,4.'">,? 

30S.  31S.  Plymouth 11,  264.  378.  445.  76« 

Pattinson,  Joseph    307     Pollard,  Bart<-in (iW 

Patterson.  .John 765  j  Pollock.  Robert 692,  rep. 

Pattin.  Jolin 82  i  Pomrov,  Benj 16 

Matthew 568,  671.728  ,  Pool,  Joshua .318 

Samuel 152,671  ;  Poor.  Enoch.  107,304.452,468;  rep.,  477. 


Paul,  James 195,196 

Pawtucket-falls 225 

Peabodv.  Daniel 514 

Mr.".  ',65 ;  Rev 574 

Nath'l 726 

Stephen,  Adjt 517,  627 

Thomas,  Doct 444 

Wm 148.152 

Peabody  &  Shcparrt 97 

Pearne,  Wm.  and  Mary 24 

Wm.,  377 ;  Capt..  468,  509;  rep.,  632, 
r.34.  706, 

Pearson,  Joseph 72.3 

Martha 43 

Nathan  751 

Pease.  Pelatiah 740 

Sam'l  758 

Peiree.  Mrs.  Ann 123 

Daniel,  of  the  Council,  5.  9,  57;  Reg- 
ister of  dee'ls,  .58.  98.  pam^im.  120, 
148,  179,  181,  229,  236,  276,  298,  714. 

John 478 

Joseph 351,368 


478.  479.  483.  557.  614.  628.  697. 

Daniel 455,  469,  rep. 

Peter 602 

Poplin 57.  765 

Population,  in  the  Colonies 4.39 

Porter.  Asa. 15.  16 

Portsmouth.  10,  18.  21'.  40.  41.  58.  70.  92. 
93.  petition:  96,  11.3.  196.  218.  287, 
313;  volunteers.  422,  445.  765. 

Porvis.  Earl  of. 62 

Potter.  Hugh 368 

Powder  money 183 

Powers. granted  a  tract  of  land 17 

Stephen 735 

W.alter,  Rev 233 

Whitcomb 186 

William .515 

POWNAL.  J 402 

Prentice,  John ."iOfi 

Nath'l 726 

Nath'l  S..  473 ;  rep 692.  704.  706 

Prince,  James 514 

Presbyterians,  107. 108,  115,  238.  243.  269,304. 
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Pr^^sflott,  Beiij If5,452 

Henry,  159;  rep 36(>,  .370,  690,  7.W 

Gregory 71 

•lame!) 354 

Joaeph 452 

Jcwhua' 769 

Wiry 186 

William,  Col 602,  6,50 

Wm.,  Lt 683 

Preston,  Caleb  770 

Prison,  guard  at,  5;  well  for,  81,  needs 

repjiirs,  93,  96,  98;  escapes  from,  112. 

Proclamation,  by  Gov.  Wentworth,  26, 
423 ;  for  a  day  of  fasting,  .546. 


Proprietary  laws. gj 

Proteotworth ..!!!.'!!  'eOB 

Province,  dividing  into  Counties.  42,  48- 
Laws,  etc.,  95,  131-144.  192-215;  226i 
229;  printing  laws,  241,  278,  2«9' 
296,  .iOH,  313,  318,  323. 

Prowse,  Tliomat* nj 

Purcell,  Q " '  -gg^ 

.Michael i4g 

Putnam,  Daniel •  ■ . .      734 

Ephr.-um .^jo '  rep. 

General gfi 

Mr 447 

P'lillp .'.ns 


Q 

Quakers ."W,  44,  121.  16.3,  212,  '228,  776  I  Quigley,  Thomas.  417;  juu.  417 

C^uc bee.  attack  on ..718-72.3  |  William  417 

Quigley,  .John,  324, 417 ;  Esq.,  447, 5ti3,  564,  638  I  Quimby,  Daniel ..'...'.'.'..'.".'. '. '. ". .  .58 

R 


Raby 672 

ll.-\iid  olph.  Peyton  252,  254,  330,  429 

liankin  or  Renkin,  Sani'l 96,  09.0 

Rateable  estates,  list  of 166.  .326 

R.aymond 197,  214,  36;j,  767 

Real  estate,  partition  of.    83 

Records  of  Council,  1 ;  I'hasm  in 9 

Recorders'  papers S3 

Read,  Daniel 767 

George 429.  441 

Reid,  Capt 600,  at  Bunker  Hill. 

Reeil,  -Tames,  petition,  16,  .324.  ;568.  493, 
49t;;  Col..  ,")iW,  .lU),  .j19.  5.55,  5W,  5.S6; 
at  Bunker  Hill,  614,  627,  697. 

Rob.-rt 641 

Rollian 213 

Remick,  Is;vic .391 

Representatives,  bill  rf>lating  to,  43;  pay 
for  services.  79;  list  of,  ,59,  149,  171, 
2.39.  2S6,  297,  .310,  rM.  665-669  [see 
N^ames]. 

Revere,  Paul 420,  422 

Revising  laws 45 

Rhotle  Islan.l .329,  331 

Rice,  Jno 553 

Richardsoti.  Brailbury 577 

.J.imes,  pel  ition 16 

.fustii-e ..' 20 

Philip.  707 ;  P 764 

Ri.-hai(is,  Samuel.  Capt..  .589,  at  nuukar 
Hill.  .599. 

Rioliuionil T<M 

Rii,';?s,  Thomas .549 

RiNDoK.  Daxiel.  of  the  Council,  5,  71, 
1S2,  185. 

IfOiu:,  222.  229.  662,  094.  695,  707. 
Roails.  2.r>,  %U,  268;  fo  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, 2K?,  ;!06,  318. 
Road  from  Charlestown 194-196,  202,  301 

from  Coos  (s<>e  Coos) 192-1 96 

Roberts.  Eben'r 772 

Robie,  Henry 4.5.5,  468,  rep. 

.John 777 


Robie.  Walter 7.30 

Robinson.  .Archibald 692,  rep. 

Brig.  Gen 418 

Kpliiaim 739 

•ledeiliah 729 

•'ona ■.632 

•John 43 

Nathaniel    7.53 

Rochester 1.58,  164,  222.  291,  .303,  .309,  768 

Rockingham  County,  277,  31.5.323;  towns 
in,  ;!26. 

Rodney,  C.i;sar 429,  441 

Uor.ERs,  D.\.viEL,  of  the  Council,  9. 182, 
sons  of,  185,  245.  .360,  416. 
Nath'l,   Capt.,   .lusti.-o.   U.  14,  470; 

rep.,  662,  695,  707. 
Robert,  Major,  memorial  of. . .  1 .  273. 680 

Stephen 2f)6 

Rollins  or  Rawlings,  Ichabod,  .fustice. 
14.  4.53,  469;  rep.,  508,  pasKiin.  .578, 
.584,  613,  657,  691,  698,  708. 

Noah 238.  238 

Ross.  .\nn  148 

George 429,  441 

Rowe,  Benjamin,  286 ;  rep 297,  310 

Capt .520 

Nathan 98. 148,  186 

Rowell,  Willi;im 2:53,628 

Rules  of  the  House 62.  173,  292,  373 

Ruiuford .33,  378 

Runiney 11.  2frt.  27.3,  768 

Runnels,  Daniel 649 

Russell,  E<hvard 44 

El.-azer,4K,  98,  119,  206,  io^.  279,  304. 
■.Mm.  324.  .368,  509. 

•Jason .535 

•  Iipsiah.  jun 767 

Thomas 514 

Rust,  Henry 18.  24.  779 

Rurl.vlge,  Kd\v.ard 430,  441 

•John 4.30.  441 

Rye 22.41.8.3.  113.  .'21.  769 
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Salary  for  Chief  Juatice,  otr.,  61,  63,  66. 
6«,  70.  71 ;  of  Gov.  John  \Ventwortli, 
146,  177,  179,  22T.  307.  Jr^a,  ^>24,  368. 

Salem 314,770 

Salisbury 672,  770 

Salmon  F;iil8,  river !»,  223-2'.'6  I 

Saltmarsh,  Isaac .il4 

Salter.  Titus.  Capt.,  71.  390.  391.  425,  580, 
582,  m9,  618.  633,  648,  69.5,  706,  708. 

Samson,  Daniel 646  i 

•William (>4« 

Sanborn,  Aaron 402 

Abiier 743 

Caleb 2H3 

iJaniel.  15.  469;  rep..  608;  Major  ...  .770 

Elisba 4M 

Jetliro,  Justice,  15,  469 ;  rep 770  , 

John 462.  646.  770  { 

Joseph  C 744  I 

Josiah 197  . 

Peter 452  ' 

Sanbomton U»7,  672.  770 

Samiers,  Robert 391  ' 

Sandowii 5,  769 

Sandwich,  Earl  of 62 

tow-n 20:j,  769 

Sanger,  Eleazer.. 706 

Phineas 735 

Sargent.  Xath'l 95 

Paul  Du'Hey.  .371,  447,  449,  4.53.  469.  rep. 

SavUJe ;...605,771 

Sawyer.  Beiija 14.  .525  ; 

Ebenes!er 475 

Ephvaiui,  petition 16 

.loua 762 

Scarborough  iship) 376,  381.  388,  389,  390 

Scamniel,  Ale.Kaniler 543 

Schoof.  Jacob 748 

Schuvler.  Gen .572,  .'>82.0tl,  670,  720 

Scott",  Waitstill 777 

Scribner,  John 228 

Seabrook 243.  269,  772 

Searle.  Rev.  Mr 449, 4,50  i 

Seavey.  Amos,  :!20;  rep.,  322;  Lt (!83 

Senter,  Justice,  15;  Jot-eph 284,  ."151 

Severns,  Joi^iph 7,54 

Shackford.  \Vm 03 

Shaftuck.  Eilmund 7,'?3 

Jeremiah 602 

William 692.  rep. 

Sba« .  Nath'l 507 

Samuel 214 

Shelbumc'.  town :i06 

Sheafe.  .Jacob.  Justice,  20;  rep.,  ,59.  80, 
81.  0.3,  95.  passim,  112,  113,  121.  149, 
239,  286.  297,  310.  332,  ;;59.  375;  Jun. 
377 .  378,  663. 

James 422 

Shcpanl,  .James,  Capt 677 

.John 277 

.Samuel.  . . 284 

Samuel.  M;ij 648,757 

SHERniRNi:.  llENRV,  of  the  Council.  6 ; 
Speaker  of  the  Houst-.  32,  34.  43,45, 
passim.  .5.3.  .57.  .59.  60.  71,  92.  110: 
(Jouucillor.  Ill,  ;rr7 ;  Mrs.  Sarah, 
242;  Iwniel,  Samuel,  etc.,  244,  24fi, 
319. 
John,  -Jiiilcc  of  Prohat*",  21,  70;  ron., 
114.  115,  119,  passim,  149,  239,  280: 
Speaker  pen  tfin,  287,  297,  .300,  310, 
315,  332,  33.5,  :i51. 
Sam'l,  .!77,  468;  rep 474.  484,  690,  70.3 


Sherman,  Ephraim 34T 

Roger 429,  440 

Shirla,  Tliot* •. 741 

Shortiidge.  Rich'd,Capt.  600.  (See  Namee^. 

Sh^te,  Sam'l.  Gov 39T 

Sias,  Joseph 15,  160,  453,  535,  469,  rep. 

Silliman,  Eben'r 356 

Siiuee,  Joseph .308,357,601 

Lt 631 

Simpson,  Pattin 324 

Wm.,  petition  for  a  ferry 19,  312 

Skinner,  .Jos  750 

Sleeper,  Ebenezer 57 

Stei)hcn,  67 ;  Rep 469,  535 

Sloi^er,  Ambrose 272 

.Small  pox  on  board  vessel,  4 ;  inocula- 
tion for,  16,  18.  21,  22. 

Smallcom,  Sam'l  ,58,  83 

Smart.  Jos 633 

Smiley,  William 693 

Smith,  Abraham 646 

Benjamin 646 

Ebenezer.  15,  514.469;  rep..  577;  Lt. 
Col..  578.  paKsim.  655.  691,  753. 

Edward 743 

Francis,  470;  rep 584,  Maj. 

Janie« 324 

Joseph,  42,  57,  113.  370;  Col 632,  051 

.John,  3d 453,  737 

Nathaniel 5t4 

Richard 243.  269,  429.  441,  646 

Siimuel.  appolntetl  Justice,  10;  rep., 
C«;  Ma,j.,  dec'd.  i)6. 

William 186,  470,  rep, 

Winthrop las 

.Society-laiul,  [letition 24,  267.  672 

Somersworth 65.  Ifrl,  772 

Soidiegan  West 152 

South  Hampton 272.  296.  ;,78,  772 

SpauUlin?,  r.«vi.  Capt..  517.  591.  at  Bun- 
ker Hill,  000. 

SparUawk,  John ;i08 

Thoma-s.  470;  rep..  471.  478,  582,  58,3, 
608.  a57.  passim,  706. 

Sp«Micer.  Joseph.  Col 1,50,  345 

Maj 654 

Spinney,  .John 764 

Spring,'  Jcdediah 514 

Seth ,514 

niomas .514 

Spirituous  liquors 129,  140.  194,  296 

Springer.  Samuel 514 

Springfield 209 

Sproule.  Geo 362 

Stacy.  John 626 

Samuel 392 

Stamp  Act.  etc..  (letitions,  80.  !>2.  re- 
pealed. 102.  104,  106. 

Stanet t,  William 417 

.Staiiyaii,  Jonathan...   732 

Stark,  Caixt..  447.  448;  Col..  454,  474,  476, 
487,  493.  503.  ,507.  522.  527.  .528,  5iV, 
.555,  .556.  586  at  Bunker  Hill,  614, 
627,  (>97,  707. 

Starksto\m 38 

Staves,  John. 304 

Stearns.  Rev.  Mr.,  rep.  468,  470,  474,  475, 
478,  484,  535,  550. 

Steel.  David 324 

.Joseph 23R 

Stephens.  Enoch 632 

Joua.  and  Nathaniel 6W 

Sterling,  Archibald 514 
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Stcrlinc  Hugh 5l»  : 

St.  Croix •*  I 

St.  t'ramis 300,  7 U  | 

St.  Ranev,  Tliomaa,  Doct 453  | 

Slovens.  Abel 756  I 

Capt..  Simeon,  171;  rep -JSU,  346  | 

David 766  | 

Ebcnezer,  Col 452  , 

(iro8 "31  ! 

Joeiab 759.771 

Mi>8e8 t^W  I 

Samuel.  Col 608,  737  I 

Steward.  Robert -'33  [ 

StickTicy,  .TeremiaU ■« 

Thomas.  Col 577,  C07 

Stilson.  James "•■^4 

Stlnsoii,  James 361  , 

Dr.  William 705 

Stoddanl ""3  , 

Stone,  Eliplialet,  692 ;  rep 754  i 

Ephraim 517  I 

Mattliiiw p2  I 

Stowe.  jDsiali 747 

St4)well.  Joseph "8 

Stratford 773 


Straw,  Jonathan 748 

St^nington IPs.  196,203 

St<)o<llev,  James  ...  117,  261,  772.  279.  nO'2,  421 

Strafford  Co 302.  .m,  .TOh.  :n:i.  .23 

towns  in yS! 

Sullivan.  ,Iohn.  Gcii.,  109.  'iff.*.  MA,  toi. 
407,  411.  423,  420.  pnHnim,  440.  +4'.', 
4JW,  481.  .'5^5,  566.  568,  572,  .Ml.  «27. 
640.  mz,  (iM.  700. 

„      James 456.  439.  .yw 

Sumner.  BenJ..  Capt to* 

Supply  Bill : :  ,„ 

^"•Ty 201,  7T4 

owanzey 774 

Swan,  Ebcnezer 323,  455,  77B 

Jolin ij^g 

Swain,  Jona 4^4 

Richard ,\  \i<gi 

Sweeney.  Bryan 757 

Swett.  Jonatiian.  Capt 244 

Swiiisoii,  John 5.  |4g 

Swispoon.  .loUn "  7,155 

Switzer.  Nath'l .......AM 

Symonds.  Joseph,  Capt .692,  r<»p. 

Syms,  Joseph 229 


Table  of  Tees HO,  147,  1.5S 

TaJlant,  Hugh  575 

Tamworth 203.  672 

Tappan  or  Toppan,  Christopher,  rep.,  45, 
b\.  5!>,  passim .  119.  149,  239.  286, 
294.  297,  310.  332.  359.  408,  442,  452, 
461.  .J77,  628. 

TarbcU.  John 535 

Thne 1!^ 

Tash,  Thomas.  148.  632 ;  rep.,  691, 699, 704, 
758. 

Taskcr.  John 344 

Tate.  James .-1 

Tavern  keei)er8 263 

Tax.  Province,  paid  in  species.  .37,  51,  52, 
80,  or  otherwise,  80,  107, 108. 

Temple.  Archelaus 777 

Isaac 773 

town 774 

Tt-nney,  S..  Doct 622 

Thanksgiving,  public 20 

Thing,  Stephen 117,  148 

Tlionias.  Joseph 272 

Philip.  Capt..  517,  594:    at  Bunker 
11111,600. 
Thundins<m.  John,  Ew]..  105;  dec'd    ...   122 

John,  jun 105 

Thompson.  Benja 418.  419 

Eben'r.  15;  I>oct'r.  rep,  102,  149.  pas- 
sim. 239.  196.  297.  310.  a59.  3B8.  370; 
clerk.  372.  142.  4.53,  4.St.  461.  469.  478. 
.508.  .510,  551.  a")5.  691,  703.  704,  749. 

Jonathan  and  Susannah 2 

Charles.  Sec'v 491,  j24 

Nathaidel 197 

Robert,  2;  petition 42 

Samuel 2 

Thomas.  Capt 632,  6,14.  673 

Thomson,  Amos 514 

Joseph 514 

Samuel 514 

Thornton,  Matthew.  291,  314, 315,  347.  377. 

4.54,  461,  465,  469.  478,  481.  498.  510, 

.").il.  558.  570.  625,  626.  648.  660.  />a»- 

.nm,  690,  703,  704.  725. 

Matthew.  Capt..   4.55,  [of  Thornton] 

470.  rep..  544,  552,  573. 
town 775 


Thwlng.  Nath'l,  Ens 628 

Tibbiffl,  Aaron 1^4,  \m 

Ebcnezer ggs 

Jacob 391 

!  Jno 113.  148 

Joseph 57 

Obediah 2 

Tilghman.  Matt ST)",  429,  +41 

Tilletson  or  Tillotson.  Daniel  763 

Samuel .-jig 

Tilton.  Jacob 283.  298 

,  Jonathan.  Capt..  286;  rep..  297.  310, 

452.  520. 

Joseph 76.<> 

Titcomb.  Ma,].,  148 ;  Capt 5» 

Tomlinson.  Agur 16 

Toppan.  ,<»ee  Tappan 286.  rep. 

Torry,  William,  Capt 662.  698. 707 

Tortuga 4 

Towle.  Mary .M 

Philip 742 

Town.  Ezra.  Capt..  517,  592.  at  Bunker 
Hill.  600. 

Archelaus.  Capt.,  muster  roll 717 

Towns.  Inventory  of  estates  in 143 

Census.  17ti7.. ..  168-170;  of  1775,  774-779 

'         Sending  Representatives 171 

Township  of  land  to  Reps,  etc..  48,  ,54: 
charter.  .56. 

Town  meetings .W 

Trail.  Rol>ort 114-116 

Treadwell.  Jacob 347,  375,  377.  4fi2 

Trecothick.  Barlow,  agent  in  Lonilon. 
92.  105.  l->2.  153.  180,  188,  230,  230. 
288,  296.  ,344. 

Trefethen.  Henrv n» 

TrumdulI,,  Joxa.,  Gbv 489,  ,533.  .M4 

Joseph ■'VW 

Tucker.  Benj 324.  .549.  754 

I  .Fohn 14« 

Tuin,  John 7(TT 

Tuflonboroueh 198.203 

'  Tupi>er.  Xath'l     7'29 

i  Turner.  George.  580.  Capt.,  657,  677.  695. 
697,  705.  708, 

Tuttle.  Ctoorge 632 

'  Twitchel.  Eleazer,  470;  rep 704 
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Umbagog  Lake U     Unity .77^ 

Underwood.  James,  rep.,  60,  134,  149,  286,  Uphara,  Timothy,  Rev 469  ren. 

•297,  310,  360.  i  Usher,  Jno.,  Lt.  Gov '.."■....  .396 


Varnum  or  Farnum.  Benjamin 514     Vii-ginia.  letter  to  House  of  Burgesses, 

Eben'r... 514  i  189;  resolves  of, 250. 2,>4.. '329,  3^.355 


Vacqhajt,  Geo.,  Lt.  Gov 


155. 

.397     Vose,  Sam'l 671 


w 


Wadleigh  or  Wadley,  Beiija 76:5 

John y J'4A  , 

Wages  of  members 201.  220.  301 

Waldron,  -John,  3.50;    rep.,  .359;    Cant., 

4,i3.  677. 
Waldrox  Thomas  W'k,  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 12;  Just.,  IT;  ileclines.  ."5.  pa»- 
.lim,  rep.,  59,  GO.  08,  129,  149.  171. 
187,  2,39,  317;  Recorder  of  deeds, 
322,  368.  414. 

Wales,  Seth.  Just 19 

W.ilker,  Alex'r 741 

Ezekiel 514 

Timothy.  Rev 35.  454 

Timothy,  Jun  .  469;  rep..  478,  483, 
584;  Col..  608,  625.  638.  655.  C).57,  C62. 
678,  691.  697.  70.';,  704,  7.3.3. 

C.apt.,  .504;  Jun 514 

William.  Capt.,  517,  .)94;  at  Bunker 
Hill.  600. 

Wait,  Joseph.  Capt.,  692 ;  rep 705.  708 

Wp.les,  Xath'l rj56,  491 

Seth ,526.  746 

Wallace,  Robert 19y 

William t>49 

Wa  lingford,  Mark 24 

Thos 24.  206 

Walpole 13.  323,  776 

Walton.  Josiali 705 

Ward.  Henry 331 

Samuel 429.  440 

General,  493;  Artimas 495 

Warner  (town) 776 

Warmer,  Daniel,  of  the  Ojuncil.   1. 
passim.  oO. 

•'ol 721 

Joxathax.  of  tlie  Council,  5,  7,  71. 
245.  261,  309,  416. 

Joseph 747 

Warren,  town. 672 

Gilbert 22:! 

James,  jun 223.  ,3,54.  402 

Joseph.  456.  4,59,  475,  486.  48.S.  .501.  519. 
,521,  527.  602. 
Washinotox  Gboroe.  430.  441.  r).32.  .555, 
.571,  573,  617.  619.  6.52.  661.  684,  689. 

tnwn 210 

AVaterman.  Sil.as 532 

Watson.  David .56 

Weare.  Meshech.  4;  rep..  "2,  45,  .53.  pas- 
sim, clerk,  »5,  92.  9,5.  11.5,  149.  172. 
186.  2lKi,  228,  239.  ,359,  ;i61,  .370,  .377. 
■Mb.  442,  4,52,  4.55,  468,  494,  ,5,50,  .551, 
561,  655,  660,  685,  691,  703.  743. 
Jona 243,  269  ; 


Weare.  Xath'l 45,  58,  83 

Richard,  Ens 628 

town 776 

Webb.  12 

Webber,  Christopher 776 

Weed.  .John 765 

Webster,  Abel,  4.55.  470,  455;  rep.,  5.53. 
645.6.55.  661.  766. 

David,  .Mixj.,  4.53.  ,577 ;  Lt.  Col ,579 

Eliphalet 646 

Enoch 514 

Jacob.  Capt 6.56,  682 

John.  rep..  60,  66,  passim.  126,  129, 
149,  197,  2,39,  286,  297.  310.  324,  359, 
.370.  4,53,  469.  577,  648.  726. 

Wendall.  209 ;  John 346,  391.  ,392 

Wentwi-irth,  Bennixc.  Governor,  6. 
passim,  51,  61,  70.  79.  ,><5,  100.  116. 
153,  350,  398.  553. 

Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 453 

Benning,  a  servant 382 

•  George ao* 

■lOHX,  Lt.  Gov 397 

Wentworth.  Johx,  Gov.,  1;  shows 
his  commission  and  takes  oaths  of 
office.  8,  9,  92.  105.  115;  adminis- 
tration and  notice  of,  124;  sjieech 
125.  jias.iim;  salary.  1,30.  132;  in- 
.•itrnctioiis.  1.32,  146,  179,  223.  227, 
245,  246,  294;  complaint  against, 
337-348,  :^!36.  :!98,  410. 
Frances.  Mrs.,  247;  Charles,  her  son, 

382.  395. 
H..  ;!77.  :'.89;  Hiinking,  415.  417.  445. 
479.  ,502.  580,  618.  673.  755. 

Geo :?77,  .580 

.lohn  I  of  Conway) 514 

•John,  of  Somers'worth,  15;  Assistant 
Justice,  17. 24.  .57.  passim,  rep,  60. 
65,  93.  1.30;  Col..  149,  223.  239,  286; 
Spe.aker.  2!)7.310.  :{16,  3.32.  .349.  .3.55, 
3.59,  .360.  366,  370.  406,  408.  442.  453. 
455,  463. 

.John,  E8<(.,  dec'd 21 

Jona.  L 646 

Josh.. 377,  ,393;  Lt.  Col..  577.  626.  632, 

634. 
AIark  Huxkino,  of  the  Conncil,  3, 
105,  303. 

Paul 272,  .3.50.  441,  .577.  Maj. 

Samuel,  of  Boston 10,  247 

Samuel.  :U7;  Rev.,  470;  rep.,  471, 
474.  478.  483.  .520.  548,  551.  ,502. 

Stephen 418 

Thomas 71 
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Weiilwoith.  town 67'J 

WeckH,  Elx'iiezer 733 

William.   462;    rop.,  4W;    Maj..  535, 

54;!.  741. 

Wedgwood,  James 6'-'8  i 

W'cetbee,  •Tiiiues 752 

WellK.  SotL 13 

Welsh,  Jo,sei>b.  Maj.,  455,  4«>9;  rep.,  ."0«. 

535.  537,  577,  pan.iim,  .VsJ,  66.'J.  707, 

Wesson.  Kphraim 744 

Westniin.-itcr 13 

Weston,  Ephnuni,  470,  544;  rep. ii.i7 

Wostmorelaiiil 1:13.  201,  777 

Wheatli-y,  .lohn 15,  738,  74H 

Wheeler.  N'elieniiah tj91.  rep. 

:>etli 570 

VVheeloi-k.   Rev.  Kl.-azer.  memorial.    11: 

•Tustiee  of  Peace,  17, 84, 1*74,  i;76,  280,        | 
■  il.'i.  -Aii,  547.  tH<0. 
J.>hn,  470;  rep..  471.  474.  483,  532,546, 
502,  t)96. 

Italpli Ifi 

Welcli.  John.  Jr 646 

Thomas t;02 

Wheet.  William 514 

Whipiile.  .Moses 735 

William.  377,  442;  rep.,  452.  4«1,  468, 
■174.  paxsim.  478,  559,  571 ;  Col.,  .577, 
t!"5.  i:()7.t)55. 

Whitaker.  Nath'l 16 

Wluteomb.  Elisha,  Maj (108 

•'oiia.,  fapt..  517, 503 ;  at  Btinker  Hill, 
con. 

While.  Archibahl :>n 

P'"'l' 7r;7 

^^■'■'^ 114,  l;i4 

;J;""es l.-.S 

^Ir .-^G 

Pb  llips.  272;  rep 601.  696,  703 

baninel -■>  \ 

,,,,  .'^yilliani .■...;."  ."(Us,'  73l   I 

Wliitm-,'.  Ben.j.  an<i  Leonard 346 

Mr.,  surveyor 1:! 

Zacliaiiali" 417  ' 

White  Hills 306.  309  ! 

H  hittemore.  Rev.  .Mr 114  1 

Wiii.'RL).  RiniAUD.  of  the  Council,  1.  3,        I 
o9.  .x!.  pasmn.  iioc"d,  84. 
riiom  as )54 

Wig.^n.  Andrew,  rep..  60.  03, 149,  iin.<iim. 
-.;:>.  240,  286.  297.  310. 

D.i  vid 6;;2 

Jona [■,:}:> 

•I'whiia 663 

Mark.  Capt 677.682 

Wilcox.  Jesse. 325 

Obodiah    774 

Stephen 347 


WilUrd,  Capt..  .loitiub,  171 ;  rep.  ptiHaim, 
MuJ.,  2.19,  277. 
JoHlah,  Col.,  171;  rep.,  200,  230,  277. 
2S1.    286,   297,  2;>8,  310,  322;     Re- 
corder, ,346,  368,  576,  577. 

Wilton 210,777 

Willoucbbv,  .lohn 445 

Windham  1 24,  25,  314.  77h 

Williore.  .lotioph 470.  rep. 

WiUev.  AIk-I 775 

Williams,  Eleazor .T22 

Ens <;8:i 

John irj 

William 350,  4;tl 

Wilson,  .lames 7M 

John 514 

I.emuel 767 

Samuel 514 

Robert.  468;  rep 641,691,600 

Thomas 447,  470,  rep. 

Winchester 77,h 

Winjiate,  .John 4,>.S.  469,  rep. 

Rev.  Mr..  95 ;  Paine.. . .  107,  142.  468.  rep. 
.'oshiia.  Maj.,  ,577,  608:  Col..  fkH.  640. 
647.  r,.")0.  676. 

Winn.  Juilith 206,  221 

Winnepesauke  Lake,  124;  river,  131. 135, 
.325. 

Wisn<^r.  Henry 429.  441 

Wjt.  Vice  Chamberlain b"2 

Wi>bu:-n 4in 

Wolcott.  Eratus 356 

AVolfeboroush 124.  190.  203,  309.  .351.  779 

W( lives,  bounty  tor  killinii .35,  43 

Wood,  .rolin.nnd  Elizabeth t« 

Wooilbiirv 13 

Kii.sha.  Capt.,  r^)<\  at  Bunker  Hill. .  ..599 

•losiali 751 

Woinlmaii.  Samuel 273 

Wooster.  Genera!  David 719,721 

WotMlward, 607 

Bazaleel,  Just 16,  322,  532 

Worcester,  Xoah 601.  745 

Samuel.  T 601 

Worth,  .bihn 691.  rep. 

Wuithen.  (apt.,.":  Ezekiel.  rep..(>0.  !Ki. 
149.2.39.  pnsKim.  '•Hi).  452. .■>i>6.  r>3.',. 
4(18.  477.  .579,  633.  6.50.  liOl.  696.  705. 

jMc.ib 648 

Worthington.  Thomas  B .3.57 

Wrieht.  .Jonathan 5.'t2 

.loshua 001 

Maj.,   .Toseph,  rep..  60,   80,   93,   1-29. 
149.  paxsim.  239,  286,  297,  310.  ;«». 

Samuel 602 

Wvman.  Isiwc.  Capt,,  322:  rep..  371 ;  Lt. 

Col..  .■.03.  614. 
Wvthe,  G...    -254,  ;u: I 


Y 


Yoaton.  Benja 58 

Moses 655 

Younjj,  .Jos.,  Capt 633 


Vounj.  Richard 470,  rop, 

Thomas 324 

VouKiiman,  Ebcnezcr Oi>2 


0181754 


